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HMAS Rankin Awarded the prestigious Duke of Gloucester Cup 
In recognition of the highest level of Proficiency of a Navy unit in 2023. 

   

 

Commanding Officer HMAS RANKIN, Commander Simon O’Hehir holds the Gloucester Cup accompanied by 
Commander of the Australian Fleet Rear Admiral Chris Smith and the Governor of South Australia, Her 
Excellency Frances Adamson AC.          Author: Lieutenant Commander Andrew Ragless 

 
The award was presented to the Collins-class submarine crew by South Australian Governor Frances Adamson AC, 

joined by Commander Australian Fleet Rear Admiral Chris Smith, at the ASC shipyard in South Australia. 

 

In his remarks, Rear Admiral Smith said that the men and women of Rankin had demonstrated a high degree of 

enthusiasm and professionalism.  Their commitment to safety has not only safeguarded their own well-being, but also 

ensured the continued effectiveness of the systems and equipment under their care. Throughout their 

programme, Rankin maximised their availability and demonstrated unparalleled lethality.   

 

In the past 12 months, the submarine conducted two collective training periods, participated in Exercise Black Carillon, 

hosted the US Navy’s Submarine Command Course and supported HMAS Waller’s training period, as well as meeting 

several AUKUS commitments.  Rankin also  conducted numerous heavyweight torpedo firings and was a target for 

further weapons, including torpedo counter-measure manoeuvre tactical development. 

The Duke of Gloucester Cup was first instituted in 1946 when Prince Henry, the Duke of Gloucester, presented a silver 

cup to the RAN as a prize for the ship that shot down the greatest number of sleeve targets during a calendar year. 

Commanding Officer Rankin Commander Sion O’Hehir said that it was an honour to receive the award on behalf of 

Rankins’ officers and crew “I was already sure I was lucky enough to be the commanding officer of the best submarine 

and an amazing crew.  The award is also recognition that the Collins-class submarine, despite its age, is still a potent 

and lethal weapon in the hands of Australian Officers and sailors – and will be for some time.” 

It takes a lot more than a crew of 60 to keep the submarine running and our families are the biggest support.     

Without them we cannot go to sea and do our jobs”                                                        BRAVO ZULU HMAS RANKIN 

 

 

http://navyleague.org.au/


D-DAY COMMEMMORATIONS 80TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

 

 

By Lieutenant Commander John Thompson 

Sub-Lieutenant Richard Pirrie, who served in World War 2, has had his name added to the Normandy Memorial 
Wall during commemorations for the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Portsmouth, England. 

The then 24-year-old Royal Australian Navy officer served alongside British and Canadian troops from the landing ship 

HMS Invicta. He commanded a small spotter boat to identify and neutralise – ultimately successfully – German positions 

at Normandy, saving many allied lives.  He is one of 13 veterans from 12 allied countries who were added to the 

Memorial Wall in Portsmouth, in recognition of the enduring international relationships that were forged during the 

Second World War.    

 

Sub-Lieutenant Pirrie was killed when his boat was simultaneously hit by a heavy German on-shore gun and a floating 

mine.  

 

Sub-Lieutenant Pirrie’s nephew, Michael Pirrie, travelled to the UK and France for the commemorations and 

commented: “It was very emotional being there, and seeing and touching my uncle’s name on the wall. He is someone 

I never knew but have heard so much about. I am so proud that he was selected to represent all the Australians who 

took part on D-Day, especially given this is the first time that an Australian has been nominated and selected to represent 

the nation and its D-Day forces on an international monument.” 

 

From all three services, 3300 Australians took part in the combined naval, air and land assault on Nazi-occupied France 

on June 6, 1944. By the end of the day, the allies had established a foothold along the French coast to begin their costly 

advance to liberate northwest Europe, finally achieving victory over the Nazis a year later  .Australia’s main contribution 

was in the air with 2800 Australian airmen serving in Royal Air Force and Royal Australian Air Force squadrons, along 

with 500 Australian sailors on Royal Navy vessels and a smaller number of Australian Army officers assigned to British 

units. 

 

All who fought were remembered at a special commemoration service in Portsmouth attended by thousands of people, 

including Brigadier Grant Mason, Head of Australian Defence Staff in London and other senior ADF personnel along 

with King Charles III and Queen Camilla, The Prince of Wales and a number of surviving D-Day veterans. 

Mr Pirie commented that “It was an incredible day, gathering at Portsmouth 80 years after the invasion, this time as a 

group of citizens but also united in our belief in the values of freedom and democracy,    And then to be at Juno Beach 

the next day and trying to visualise what it must have been like for all of those involved, including my uncle, and the 

bravery and courage those men had, is something I’ll never forget.”              

  



CAPTAIN MATTHEW FLINDERS ROYAL NAVY,  FINALLY RETURNS HOME 

By Lieutenant Commander JA Thompson 

 

 

The ADF was on hand recently for the 

reburial of the Royal Navy captain who 

led the first circumnavigation of 

Australia. 

Captain Matthew Flinders was finally 

returned to the village where he was 

born – Donington, Lincolnshire, in north-

east England.  His coffin was 

rediscovered at a building site in London 

five years ago, prompting a campaign by 

locals to ‘bring him home’.   

 

 

On 13 July 2024, their long campaign came to fruition. Church bells started ringing at 10am, before the coffin was carried 

through the village, with streets lined with thousands of people, passing a Navy guard of honour, to the Church of St 

Mary and the Holy Rood for a special burial service. 

 

Australia’s Assistant Navy Attaché, Commander John Relyea, represented the ADF at the service.  “It was an emotional 

one, understanding the incredible impact that Captain Flinders has had on Australia and the world. He was a pioneer 

whose charting skills were so accurate they are being used some two centuries later,” Commander Relyea said. 

 

Captain Flinders was accompanied by First Nations diplomat Bungaree (and a great personal friend of Flinders) who 

became the first known Indigenous person to also circumnavigate Australia and contribute to the mapping of the 

country’s coastline.   

 

“The story of how Captain Flinders' reburial came about is simply incredible,” Commander Relyea said.  Captain Flinders 

died 200 years ago, on July 19, 1814, aged 40, but the exact location of his burial site was lost in the mid-1800s. 

It wasn’t until 2019, during excavations for the HS2 high-speed rail line near London’s Euston railway station, that 

archaeologists announced they had found Captain Flinders’ grave.  They were able to confirm his remains from a lead 

breast plate on his coffin. 

 

The service was held with full military honours and included an 18-gun salute before his coffin was lowered into a grave 

prepared within the church itself.  Also in attendance at the service were the South Australian Governor Frances 

Adamson and Australia’s Deputy High Commissioner, Elizabeth Bowes. 

 

**Refer to facebook:  “Matthew Flinders Bring Him Home” for some excellent colour photos and commentary. 

 

ROYAL NAVY RE-BURIAL 

Church of St Mary and the Holy Rood, Donnington, Lincolnshire, England. 

 



EXERCISE RIM OF THE PACIFIC (RIMPAC) 2024 
 

Exercise Rim of the Pacific is conducted biennially and aims to be the premier joint combined maritime exercise for 

Australia to strengthen international partnerships, enhance inter-operability and improve readiness. 

 

Approximately 29 nations, 40 surface ships, 3 submarines, 14 national land forces, over 150 aircraft and more than 

25,000 personnel participated in the biennial Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) between 26 June and 1 April 2024, when 

exercises began in and around the Hawaiian Islands.  (Source: Defence news) 

 

MARITIME TRADERS KEEP WATCH OVER SEA LINES 
 (by Lieutenant Carolyn Martin) . Photos: Corporal Adam Abela 

 

Lieutenant Commander Kimberley Healy, Principal 

Warfare Officer from Sea Combat Command, alongside 

New Zealand Navy Lieutenant Commander Elton Drylie 

aboard HMNZS Aotearoa during Exercise Rim of the 

Pacific 2024, at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.  

Lieutenant Commander Kimberley Healy is celebrating a 

significant personal milestone while deployed as part of the 

Sea Combat Command in Battleship Row at Pearl Harbor 

– 20 years in the Royal Australian Navy.   

The anniversary coincided with Exercise Rim of the Pacific 

(RIMPAC), where Lieutenant Commander Healy is one of more than 300 Australians taking part in the biennial 

international military exercise scheduled by Commander US Pacific Fleet 

 

Pacific Warfighting Center's Naval Cooperation and 

Guidance of Shipping personnel from the Royal Australian 

Navy, US Navy, Royal Canadian Navy, Royal Netherlands 

Navy and Belgian Navy during Exercise Rim of the Pacific, 

at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. 
 

 

 

NEW COMMANDING OFFICER TAKES THE HELM AT RIMPAC 
By Lieutenant Carolyn Martin  Photo: Corporal Adam Abela 

Commanding Officer, HMAS Sydney, 
Commander Billy Maddison speaks to 
media during Exercise RIM OF THE 
PACIFIC 2024, at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.               
 
Commander David ‘Billy’ Maddison is 

participating in RIMPAC, the world’s 

largest international maritime exercise, 

for the fourth time, but it’s his first in 

command of a Royal Australian Navy 

ship. He recently assumed command of 

HMAS Sydney, one of three Hobart-

class guided missile destroyers and one 

of Australia’s most lethal maritime 

capabilities.  



Commander Maddison said he was looking forward to the challenge of leading 200 highly competent Australians through 

what will be a challenging test of our readiness and preparedness.  The purpose of RIMPAC is to encourage inter-

operability and interchangeability in a highly complex environment with their partners in the Indo Pacific. That really is  

the theme of RIMPAC – Partners, Integrated and Prepared. The ship’s company is privileged to be working with 29 

other countries – both old partners like our Royal New Zealand Navy friends just over the pier from us and some partners 

from further away, but who value a stable region such as the Netherlands, Germany or Italy. 

 

Commander Maddison first came to Pearl Harbor on the southern coast of Hawaii for RIMPAC 2010 in 

HMAS Warramunga when he was a sub-lieutenant officer of the watch. “Then in 2017 it was a great privilege to serve 

on exchange with the United States Navy here in Pearl Harbor for three years. That was a real career highlight,” he 

said. That period saw him participate in two more RIMPACs in 2018 and 2020. 

 

Two years serving as Sydney’s Executive Officer followed, before assuming command. Commander Maddison said, in 

his experience, the best memories of RIMPAC are made ashore, interacting with international colleagues on various 

operational experiences. 

 

REPLENISHING AT SEA - HMAS 

SYDNEY & GERMAN NAVY SHIP 

FRANKFURT AM MAIN 

By Lieutenant Tahlia Merigan 

Photo: Leading Seaman Daniel Goodman 

 

Lieutenant Nicholas Dale (left) and Commanding 

Officer HMAS Sydney CMDR Bill Maddison steer 

the ship during a replenishment at sea with 

German Navy Ship Frankfurt Am Main during 

Exercise Rim of the Pacific 2024. 

 

 

       
              

     

FIRST TIME PAIRING LOADED WITH 
TRADITIONS during Exercise RIMPAC 2024      
  
For the officers and crew of HMAS Sydney, the 

replenishment at sea (RAS)  is a well-practised 

mariner skill. However, taking fuel from the 

German Navy was a first for the warship, during 

Exercise Rim of the Pacific.   

 

Known as a whole-of-ship evolution, a RAS is 

where a ship comes within a few hundred feet 

of a supply ship to take on fuel and supplies. 

During the replenishment, Sydney received 

both marine diesel fuel and aviation fuel from 

Federal German Navy Ship Frankfurt Am Main.   

Sydney and the Royal Australian Navy have 

their own traditions when conducting a replenishment, where they play what is known as a “breakaway song” when the 

evolution is complete.  The breakaway song during this RAS was Men at Work’s Down Under, which showed their 

Australian roots while far from home. 

Sydney's Commanding Officer, Commander Billy Maddison, said the opportunity to do a replenishment with the German 

Navy was sensational, as both Australia and Germany have been able to deepen our military-to-military relationships 

over recent years, having participated in more activities in the Indo-Pacific.   

 

Another Sydney tradition during a replenishment is placing a sticker on the supply ship’s probe once connected and the 

honour was given to Able Seaman Suttie who found it an awesome experience leaving the legacy of HMAS Sydney on 

the German naval ship, especially as it was their first RAS with them. 



 

AUSTRALIAN NAVY CADETS – TORRENS FLOTILLA – SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Post pandemic, ANC units are rebuilding their numbers.  In particular, the Cadet News from TS Noarlunga is particularly 

encouraging as there appears to be a resurgence in recruiting since the beginning of this year.  This is excellent news 

and shows the commitment of new the CO, Darren Smedley.  Darren has recently been appointed as the new 

Commanding Officer, taking over the held from SBLT Jeramiah Anderson.  A big thanks to Jeremiah for his efforts at 

TS Noarlunga over the past few years. 

 

SBLT Darren Smedley transferred  to the ANC recently after attaining the rank of Major in the Australian Army Cadets 

(ACC).  He is very dedicated and has been ably assisted, more recently, by the appointment of David Lyas OAM, the 

former CO of TS Noarlunga, who has returned as a Defence Volunteer.   

 

TS Noarlunga played an important role in commemorating the 80th Anniversary of The Battle of The Coral Sea 

Sunday 4th May 2024 at “The Columns” Australian American Association memorial, Adelaide Botanical Gardens. 

Her Excellency Frances Adamson AC, Governor of South Australia was in attendance with TS Noarlunga Australian 

Navy Cadets, led by Cadet Warrant Officer Sophia Lewis, Service representatives and special guests.   Commanding 

Officer Commander Tony Ryder ADC, RAN gave an inspirational view of the Battle of The Coral Sea, fought off the 

Queensland coast by RAN and USN against the Japanese Imperial Navy.  The battle which ultimately saved Australia. 

 

T  

     

CMDR Tony Ryder, CO HMAS Encounter, President Cheryl Fittock , David 

Haynes and Peter Lions of Naval Association of Australia SA Division. 

 



NAVY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA – SOUTH AUSTRALIA DIVISION ANNUAL LUNCHEON 2024 

Our guest of honour on Sunday 11 August 2024, was Commander Tony 

Ryder ADC, RAN, Commanding Officer HMAS Encounter III. 

The League was delighted to welcome CMDR Ryder as our Guest Speaker and 

learn of his service and experience in the Royal Navy, which influenced his 

subsequent invitation to transfer to the Royal Australian Navy.  He then followed 

with up update for Navy in South Australia. 

 

‘HMAS Encounter will return to Port Adelaide into a new building in 2025. The 

building will be situated in front of the Osborne Naval Shipyard and accommodate 

over 400 personnel.  

 

The navy growth in SA is expected to increase to over 500 personnel in the next 

decade.  South Australia will be the primary location for designing, building and 

sustaining destroyers and undersea warfare optimised frigates for the Royal 

Australian Navy, including: 

 

Hunter class frigates, Hobart class destroyer capability enhancement 

upgrade and Future destroyer replacement. 

 

The Albanese Government will invest an additional $4 billion over the next decade in South Australia to deliver the 

Hunter class frigate.  This investment provides a clear pipeline of work for the state’s shipbuilding industry and will 

sustain at least 2,000 local jobs and create at least 500 new jobs over the next decade, making a vital, long-term 

contribution to the South Australian economy.  The Albanese Government is committed to continuous naval shipbuilding 

in South Australia and this plan delivers on that commitment. 

 

Only months ago, construction of the Hunter class frigate commenced at the Osborne shipyard. The Hunter class frigate 

is a contemporary design that is the best vessel for Australia’s operating environment and strategic challenges, including 

high-end undersea warfare capabilities. 

 

The South Australian workforce will complement the building of conventionally-armed nuclear-powered submarines in 

the Osborne precinct.  The Commonwealth and South Australian governments are working together to build the 

capability and capacity of South Australia’s shipbuilding and defence industry. 

  

Australia will begin building its first SSN-AUKUS in Osborne, South Australia by the end of this decade. Construction 

will be supported by an expansion of the existing Osborne Naval Shipyard Area to support the facilities and infrastructure 

required to build the first SSN-AUKUS, referred to as the Submarine Construction Yard (SCY). 

 

The preferred site for the SCY is situated north of the existing Osborne Naval Shipyard on the Lefevre Peninsula, 

approximately 19 km north of Adelaide in South Australia. Osborne will be the home of Australia’s next generation 

submarine build and will become one of the most advanced technological hubs in the world.” 

 

RAN Nuclear-powered Sub Training on Track  

By Lieutenant Commander John Thompson 

Photo: LPhot Edward Jones  

 

Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Mark Hammond (far left) and 

the Director General of the Australian Submarine 

Agency, Vice Admiral Jonathan Mead (far right) with 

Australia’s first Navy officers to graduate from the Royal 

Navy.   

LCDR James, LEUT Stephen and LEUT Isabella have 

completed the intensive nine-month course alongside 14 

RN officers, described as one of the Royal Navy’s most 

demanding courses.  All three Australians finished among the top of the class, with Lieutenant Isabella coming first.    

                    
 



Navy League SA Division Annual Lunch Committee welcomed CMDR Tony Ryder, ADC, RAN 

Commanding Officer, HMAS Encounter III to ANZAC House, Torrens Parade Ground, Adelaide. 

 Dianne & David Rattray OAM               Ahoy the  WRANS & Naval  Association Girls , Sue, Jean, Mel, Helga & Cheryl.  

 
Doug Olds NLA-SA (2nd left) with Seven Seas Association members….no doubt sharing a tale or two…. 

                      Lunch at the Mess

 

 WRAN Mary Anderson    IPP Dean & Jeannie Watson     Ivor (exRN), Rose,Christine & Greg   Cynthia, Anne, Sandy& Richard. 

               



WOMEN’S ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY SERVICE (WRANS) SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DIVISION 

 
 

STOLEN ! 
 

 

 

QUOTE: This plaque was placed on a bench near the Torrens Parade Ground and unveiled by our lovely, and sadly 

missed, Betty Hardy, assisted by Jenny McEvoy, who had been instrumental in arranging for its manufacture and 

organising with Adelaide Council for its installation. 

 
It was a recognition of the women who established the WRANS Subsection of the Naval Association of South 

Australia in 1954.       To us it represented: 

 
Friendship, support and companionship 

Pride in service 

Reciting the Ode before meetings 

Sausage sizzles, raffles and Quiz nights 

Bus trips, lunches, reunions 

Dawn Service and Anzac Day marches 

Celebrating achievements, comfort in difficult times 

Welcomes and farewells 

Laughter and tears 

Our mates 

... Memories that can never be taken from us.    I wonder what it represented to the person who took it. UNQUOTE 

 

The above article appeared in the recent edition of “SCRANBAGS” (Sue Johnston), to which the Navy League – SA 

Division subcribes.  To say we are shocked and disgusted that this precious plaque has been stolen, beggars belief.  

These ladies who served as W.R.A.N.S in the service of Australia deserve the highest respect and appreciation.  

“Once Navy Always Navy”. 

 

Diana Hill – President, Navy League of Australia – SA Division & Executive Committee 
Change of Email:  diana.adelaide2@gmail.com     0421-799-149  Post Office Box 3008, Unley SA.5061 

mailto:diana.adelaide2@gmail.com

