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EX-SERVICEMEN

THE BOY—HELP HIM!

BY ADDRESSING
A LETTER TO

The. Sun’ invites you to consult
“Barrister-at-taw” free on legal
questions regarding rehabilitation
and war service. "Barrister-at-law”
was a serving soldier in the second
AlF, and is & prominent lawyer,

Address your enquities to “Barris.
ter-at-taw.” “The Sun," Box
2728C, Sydney.

E‘NGLAND‘S greal war-lime Prime Minister, Winston Churchill. has

urged the Navy League to “carry on.” In years of peace and war the
Navy League throughout the Empire lus siriven to do its duly; here in
New South Wales there has been no slackening of effort, even though the
resulls have nol always justified the labour expended. But in our Sea
Cadet Corps hopes are high. thanks to the unselfish voluniary co-opern-
tion of a few splendid cilizens who, as officers of the Corps, devele much
of their available time in training the boys in nautical subjects. To thesc
men the whole communily is indebted, for il is Austiralia’s hoys who hene-
fit from a training which includes discipline, boal-management. signalling.
swimming, rope-work, and other useful items.  You, reader, and your
friends. are urged 1o help. If you cannot give service you can give money
—no sum is {00 small, The provision of addilional boais and various gear
essential 1o the development of the Corps will signify a considerable amount
of financing. I{ is up to the people of Sydney particularty and New South
Wales in general 1o dip into their pockels for the Navy League boys. Sea
Cadel units are established in Manly, North Sydney, Woolwich, Henley, 81,
George. Woollahra, Domain. and Qrange.

Gifis of money or equipment will he officially acknowledged by any
Officer-in-Charge of unils or by the Hon. Treasurers. The Navy League,
Roval Exchange Building, Bridge Sireel, Sydney.
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CASUALTIES FOR EMPIRE NEARLY 1} MILLION

Empire Service casualties during the war
compiled up te Augusi 14, lotalled 1,246,023,

United Kingdom, 735,257 India, 179,935;
Canada, -101,338;  Ausiralia, 95.561; New
Zealand. 39.929; South Africa. 37.633; Col-
anies, 38,172,

Detajls of the casualties were;—

Killed (including died of wounds and in-
juriex): Unileg¢ Kingdom, 211,723; (‘anada,
37,476; India, 24.933; Australia. 23.365;
New Zcaland, 10,083 Colanies, 6,877; Soulh
Africa, 8.840. Total, 353.652.

Missing: United Kingdom. 53.049; ('ol-
onies, 14.208; [ndin, 11,731; Austiealia, 6.030;
New Zealand, 2,129; Canada, 1.%13; South
Afrien, 1LLKI11,  Total, 90,844,

Wounded: Uniled Kinpdom, 277,080; In-
dia, 64.3534; Canada, 353,174; Australia,
39,803: New Zealand, 19.314; South Africa,
14,363; Colonies, 6,972, Tetal, 475,070,

I’risoners of war (including Service inlern-
ecs): United Kingdom, 180,4053; India,
T9.18%;  Australia, 26,363; South Africa,
14,589; Canada, 9,045: New Zealand, 8.453;
Colonies, 8.115. Total. 326,459,

Merchant Navy casua'ties included men of
all nationalities who served in British regis-
tered and chartered ships and fishing boats,
Deaths (ineluding deaths in internmenf or
presumed deaths in missing ships) tofalled
30,1%9; missine, 3.264: wounded, 4,402 and
inlernees, 5.536. Total, 45,111,

The pobley of “mabing do” has

never been applled $o  Clyde
Batirikes, World - wide ahorsages
of raw materinls broupht abmeost
insurmountable  diBeallles Lo

2cule posillon was faced by the
Clyde Chrmial, whose reseasch
und Ingenpiy—esmbined whh
the baltery cruflsrmen of 23
yeard' Australlan  experhence—
aurcreded Fn keeplng wp o high
xizgndard of Clyde Ballery
efflcleney.

Throoghout Ausiralia mnd ever-
sray these siurdy batileries are
yhelding Lbeir sicady Bow of
lxviing power (0 many [hous.
andr ol Geveramenl, commer-
ciul and privale enners, slend-
fng up o rigorsus condillons to
ihe end of thelr loog lfe,
Thagks 10 the ¢chemist you ran
une Clyde Batterlex  wllh
condidence.

CLYDE BATTERIES

battery manufacitrers. This .

MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED BY:

CLYDE BATTERIES PTY. LTD.

Bubes Depl.: Gragivilie, Phene: UWIFEL-d.

Bervice Depl: §1-45 Weniworlh Avenwe, Sydoey. 'Phooe: METH.
BRANCHEE AT MELBOURNE, ADELAIDE, AND BRISBANE.
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STRIKING RECORD

THE FLEET AIR ARM AXD ITS FUTURE
By B. J. HURREN.

LMVE years after what may fairly be termed
L the most consequential altack in the his.
tory of sea warfare, the main weapon of
offence then used is already obsolescent and
likely Lo vanish completely from naval air
operations.

That is the verdict which informed naval
quarters give concerning the torpedo
launched from aircraft. [t is a verdict which
derives [rom sober analvsis of the cflret of
really large bombs (ef. sinking of the “Tir-
pitz") and the striking vesults of rocket pro-
jectiles, whose chief advantage over the
torpedo is unerring accutacy in aim as well
as depriving target ships of the chance of
taking aveiding action.

In the year 1940 a new vists in naval war-
fare opened. although the actions by aireraft
from the “Ben-My-Chree"” in the Aegean in
the last war secured surcess in air-launched
torpedo attack against Turkish vessels.

After the defection of the Vichy French
from the Allied cauvse, it became necessary to
neutralise Freach warships under the orders
of Petain and his henchmen. The action at
Ovan, regrettably necessary, involved ar
orthodox onslaught by heavy calibre guns
firing from British battleships and an air
torpedo attack. Bul at Dakar, where the
French battleship “Richelleu” was the main
naval unit, an attack by six Swordfish, borne
in the carrier "Hermes," gave a pointer Lo
the fate awaiting battleships which faced ac-
tion without air support.

These Swordfish fired torpedoes at close
range and in shallow waters. One torpedo
is believed not to have "run® or else to have
atuck in mud in passage. The remaining
five hit the pride of the French Navy and
two explosions in critical places caused the
“Richeliew"” to be crippled.

Four months later, a far more ambitious
air torpedo attack was launched. alse by
Swordfigh torpedo bombers. Thia was al
Taranto, on 11th November, 1940, by squad-
rong from the British carrier "Tlustrious.”

The details of the aitack are well known,
and have been recovded in oflicial publica-
tionz and in eaenry archives, since captured.
The enemny lleet was clozely pwotected by ALA.
batteries of all kinds, both shore snd ship, by
curtaing ¢f halloon cables and anti-torpedo
netz.  Yet, in the night, a handful of R.N.
aircratt put out of action three battleships,
two beiny heavily damared and one beached,
as well aa striking successfully at smaller
ships.

All this was accomplished for the expendi-
ture of only eleven Lorpedoes, though flare-
dropping and bomb diversionary aircraft
were wsed in limited quantity.

It is safe 1o say that the resulis were out
of all proportion to the effort expended; and
if two aircraft and crews were lJost, that
was a smail price to pay for the comglete re-
cdjustment of the balance of sea power in
the ledilerranean in favour of the British
Navy. Admiral Cunningham. so long as he
had carrier a'veraft to support Fis warships,
cobld be conlident of success.  Indeed, sue-
cess followed not long aflerwards st Mats.
pan when the naval aireraft with the feet
cauzed three maior Italian cruicers to be
hrought bnder the guns of British battle-
ships and sent a Littorio class  batlleship
limping bock Lo harbour. from which she
never again emcorged to face battle.

The torpedn, Lhus launched, went on Lo fur-
ther effoi..  Used with land-ba<ed squad-
rons, princiraliv at Malla, though from time
to time in the Western Desert, Crete and Cy-
pruz, the tocpedo achieved outstanding
results. 1L accounted for numervouns ships of
all categories, though main ships eluded ac-
tion chieflv v taking sea routes bevond the
effective =iriking range of the aircraft, The
figures rhow thal naval air arm squadrons
at MaMa in the critical yvear 1912 accovnted
for 160,007 tan: of enemy shipping with 36
torpedoc:

Indeed. new that security can no longer
apely, ore of the most interesting tables

‘Conlinued on page 4.)
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IT MUST BE GOOD
IF IT'S PACKED IN . ..

There is no camouflage about
glass-packed producks . . . no.
/ guesswork about buying them.

> 4 Goods packed in glass tell their
own sales story . . . a straighttorward story of

quality which needs no concealment. R :
too, that glass-packed goods offer extra value,
because every glass container is re-usable . . .
glass does not end as garbage, it goes on giving
service. See what you buy and be sure you are
buying the best by always asking for goods in
glass—the one torm of packing which is TRANS.
PARENTLY honest!

AUSTRALIAN GLASS MFRS. CO.
_ PTY. LTD.

| 420-435 SPENCER ST., MELBOURNE. Ph.: F6101

which could be issued by the Admirslty
would be a comparison of results. Let com-
parisons be edious if they must; it is almost
cerigin that the aircraft torpedo will show
results superior to the actions of any other
navel wespon, whether guns or torpedoes,
though perhaps the submarines will be able
to show very gratifying figures of success.

It is extraerdinsry, then, that the verdict
should be that the torpede has had its day.
First let it be emphasised that on the results
of the naval air arm’'s attacks, the R.AF.
adapted many of its successful bomber and
attack aircvaft to this duty. The Welling-
ton bomber and the Besufighter were both
produced in torpedo-cérrying versions.

Nevertheless, the development of the
rocket projectile materially influenced the
course of the war at sea. The first success
in this sphere is attributed to Swordfish
operating in the North Atlantic in the Spring
of 1943. Then, in an attack agsinst U-
boals hunting in & pack and determined to
fight off air attack by gunfire, the “punch of
a G.inch cruiser” settled the account of those
hit with the new rocket weapon.

At that date, the utmost secrecy prevailed
ghaut the rocket projectile: bhut it was ob-
vious that with development it could become
a formidable character. Air commanders
accepted the R.P. enthusiastically, and whilst
the torpedo was not abandoned. it became the
practice to send out land-based air striking
forces flying in company armed with tor-
pede and with R.P.s.

Two Dominion squadrons especially fea.
tured in this tyre of actien, operating from
a Norfolk airfield. Their mottoss were ap-
propriately “Sock 'Em’ and “Sink 'Em,"” the
first going into attack with rockets and the
recond fellowing wp closely (or even mak-
ing simultaneoug attaeck) with torpedoes.
These two Anzsc squadrons used the Beau-
fighter.

Less and less venturing to ses, Germsn
shipping was found hugging the French and
Norweeisn coast. Hover reconniiassnce air-
craft—Firefly fighters of the Navsl Air Arm
—secured 8 series of successes agsinst auch
sea traffic. If no targets were available, then
usefu] ground sttacks against radar and port
inctallations were brought off.

(ConE nued on page 11,)
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METAL MANUFACTURES
LTD.

Port Kembla, N.5.W.
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R, gt el

wahers of . ..
Non-Ferrows Wire and Strasded Coaductors, Tobes,
Telephons Cabdes, Braided Wire and Cables, eic.

SELLING AGENTS
(with Distvibetors in 2l Stater)

Wire, Cables, etc. Tubes & Brasn Wire
BRITISH WMSULATED KNOK SCHLAPP
CABLES LTD, & CO.
§4-38 William 51, Mek, Colliny  House, el
Kembla  Bldg., Sydwey Yembla Bldg, Sydney

When the Future Becomes the Present
Ston, we  hope,  Hhose
dreams of 3 home asd the
soft luxery of Felrer will
become seabity. AL the
moment,  however, M
demand For Feltea T3 30
great thar intending per.
chasers may Mive to wait
tor debivery of ordees placed

¢ Fursitwre store.

ook Fom
THE RANT

-
W. G. PICKRELL

PTY. LTD.
42 KING ST.,NEWTOWN

Engineqrs
Electric Welders
Sheet Metal Workers

"Phone: LAS084
P.0. Box 44, Newfown

—

The
Carlton Hotel

56 CASTLEREAGH STREET
SYDNEY

v

K. A WOOLDRIDGE,
Managing Director.
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FRESH LIGHT ON THE PACIFIC WAR

By FRANCIS McMURTRIE in “THE NAYY)"

‘UITH the sarrender of Japan the archives

¥ of the Naval Staff in Tokve and else-
where have been opened to Alliet inspec-
tion. This has thrown a good desl of fresh
light on details of the war in the Pacific
affecting the enemy feet.

On 30th August the United States Navy
Department in Washingten issued a state-
ment showing the number of Japanese war.
ships remaining in service, with particulars
of Lhose lost, down to and including cruis-
ers. Though this corresponds fuirly closely
with Allied estimates as regards battleships
and aireraft carriers, there is a wide dis-
crepancy so far as eruisers are concerned.

During 1942 and 1943 Japan's losses in
cruisers were by no means crippling, as sup-
posed at the time, and indeed did not amount
to as many as Allied casualties in this cate-
gory. No reslly severe cruiser losses were
inflicted on the enemy until 1944; and then
the heaviest toll was taken, not by naval air-
craft in such engagements as the Battle for
Leyte, but by Allied submarines.

Probably the clearest method of illustrat-
ing the facts is hy considering the various
actions chronologically.  Thus it will be
found thzat, contrary to belief at the time,
the Japanese lost no eruisers in the Battle of
the Java Sea, nor in any other of the various
operations in the Duich Indies during
Janvary and February, 1942, Nor did they
lose a cruiser in the reduction of Wake Is-
land. Two cruisers which were believed to
have been sunk by American m.t.b.s. in the
Phi:ippines were evidently beached or other-
wise saved from becoming losses: and one
reported to have been torpedoed by a US.
submarine off Christmas Island in March,
1942, zise remained afoat. In the same
month aircraft from the U.8.5. “Lexington”
and “Yorktown,” when they raided the har-
bours of 3alamaua and Lae, on the coast of
New Guinea, ¢claimed to have destroved three
cruisers; but, in fact, none was sunk.

No enemy cruisers were sunk in the Battle
of the Coral Sea. and onlv one (the “Mi-
kuma") in the Battle of Midway, on 6th

June, 1942, This was the first cruiser to be
lost by Javar in the war. The second was
the “Kako.” Lorpedoed Iry the U.S. submarine
S44 to the northward of New Ireland on
10th August, 1942,

In the Battle of Cape Ewsperance on 11th
October, 1942, observers claimed that four
enemy cruisers were sunk. In fact, the only
one lo be lost was the “"Hurutaka.” Another,
the “Yura,” was sunk by U8, bombers dur-
ing the Battle of Santa Cruz Islands, a fort.
night later,

Ax many as eight Japanese cruisers were
claimed to have been sunk in the Batile of
Guadalcanal in the followiny month. There
now preves to have been only one lost, the
“Kinugara.” This action, like severzl of the
other engagemenis in the S.\V. Pacific, was
fought at night, which probably accounts
for the difficulty in estimating the real dam-
age done to the enemy.

A sixth Japanese cruiser was destroyed
in December, 1042; this was the antiquated
“Tenryu,’” torpedoed by the U.S. submarine
“Albacore” off the cogst of New Guinea.
This completes the tale of enemy cruiser
losses for 1941-42. which had originzlly been
eslimated to number 30 or more, though, st a
later date, the Navy Department in Washing-
ton revised this Mgure severely.

In the same period the Allies lost a dozen
cruisers: HM.S. “Exeier,” H.M.A8. "Perth”
and "Canberra,” the U.S.58. "Houston.” “As-
toria.” “Northamgton” "Quincv,” “Vin-
cennes,” “Atlantp.” and “Juneau,” and the
Dutch "De Ruyier” and “Java™ Thus sta-
tistically the advantage still remained with
the enemy during 1942,

1943 American estimates of enemy
lnsses. as the result of experience, were
somewhat more cautious; but even so, they
amounted to 16 cruisers as compared with an
actual figure of two. These were the
“Jintsu,” sunk in the Kulz Gulf action in
July, and the “Sendai,” off Bougainville in
November, Aircraft had claimed a baker's
dozen sunk on various occasions during the

{Contioued 0n ARG Page.)
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year in the vicinity of New Guinea and the
Solomons, and in the Marshall Islands; and
surface ships thought they had accounted
for one in a night engagement oif Kolomban-
gara 1n August.

No doubt inexperienced airmen were apt
to imagine that a ship set on fire by bombing
was “in extremis," and so would count her
as lost. Cases of misidentification of ships
from the air are so0 common in every navy
that it may well be that some of those re-
perted &s cruisers may actueally have heen
amaller veasels, such as destroyers or mine-
layers,

I
When in Town, visit . . . I
COLES CAFETERIA

BOURKE STREET STORE
First Floor

QUICK SERVICE LUNCHEON COUNTER

Basement
Swanston Street Store Il

G. J. COLES & COY. LIMITED ”

In the 1944 campaign claima and facta
correspond much more closely. Thus the
ciuiser which H.M, subinarine "“Tallvho' tor-
pedotd in the northern apptroaches to the
Straits of Malacca on 1lth January, 1944,
proves to have been the "Kumas,” which duly
aank. The two which U.SB. carmrier-borne
aireraft were believed to have sunk in Lhe
attack on Truk tn February are now known
to have been the war-built “Agane” and the
nbsolexcent “Naka": but the former was
the victim of the U.S. submarine "Skate”
and not of air sttack. Other well-founded
submarine claims incjude the “Tatuta,” tor-
redoed by the “"Sandlance’” south-west of
Ilatijo Island, in March; the “Yubari,” by
the “Bluegill,” in the Carolines, in April; the
“05," in the South China Sea, by the
“Flasher,"” in July; the “Nagara,” by the
“"Croaker,” to the westward of Kyushu, and
the “Natori.,” by the “Hardhead.” off Samar,
both in July.

Amwerican claims in the series of actions
known collectively as the Battle for Levie,
in which the Japanese Navy wa= fnally
crushed, appear on the other hand to have
been slightly under estimated. Altogether
10 enemy cruisers were sunk, these being the
“Atago” and “Mays,” torpedoed by the sub-
marines “Darter” and “Dace,” respectively,
in the Palawan Passage on 23rd October; the
“Tyvokni,” sunk by naval aircraft in the
Sibuyan Sea next day; the “Mogami," in
action with surface warships in the Surigso

Strait on 25th October; the “Tama," torped-
oed by the submarine *Jallao” to the north-
esst of Luzon, and the “Svzuya™ ang “T5-
kuma," sunk by surface vessels and naval
aireraft off Sawmar, all on 25th October: and
the “Abukums,” by surface ships, and
“Kinu" and “Nosiro,” by naval sircraft, at
various points in the Philippines during 26th
October.

_ Remaining cruiser casualties all occurred
in November, 1944, as the fruit of naval sir
aftacks, These were the “Nati,” “Kiso"” and
“Kumane,” which had taken refuge in Man-
ila Bay or Dssol Bay, Luzon, after being
damaged in the previous month's battle.

Four cruisers lost in 1945 were the “Ha-
guro,” sunk in May by & British destroyer
division sfter being disabled by the Naval
Air Arm; the “Asigara,” torpedoed in the
Java Sea north of Banka Strait by H.M. sub-
marine “Trenchant,” in June; the “Isuzu,”
by the U.S. submarines “Char" and *‘Gabi-
lan" north of Soembawa, and the “Yshagi,”
by naval aircraft south-west of Kyushu, both
in April.

The "Aoba” and “Qvoro,” like the battle-
ships “Hyugs,” “Ise” and “Haruna,” were
reduced to wrecks as a result of sysiematic
Lombing of the naval port st Kure by air-
craft [rom American carriers. Thus the sole
survivors of Japan's cruiser forces are the
“Myoko" and “Takso,” both lyving at Singa-
pore in & damaged state, and the slmost new

“Bakaws,"” at Yokosuka. At the latter port
was also lyving the battleship “Nagato,™
severely damaged by carrier-borne gircraft
on 18th July, and now being taken to the
United States as a trophy.

Of five ancient coast defence ships. origin-
ally rated as cruisers, one is known to have
been sunk in shallow water at Kure on 28th
July, and two others, understood to be the
“Aduma” and “Kasuga,” sre reported to be
at Yokosuka. This leaves two satill unac-
ﬁoqnted for, though one may be at Shang-

aj.

sConlinued on next page.)
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9 the “Shoho,” “Akagi,” “Kaga,” “Soryw” was to provide the Commander-in-Chief With o 1,5mbe rose from the general 250 Ib. bomb
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1944 the “Taiho,” “Syokaku,” “Hitaka" (a]ss
known as “Hiyo™), “Zuikaku,” “Tiyoda._'
“Zuihe,” “Titose,” “Shinano” and “Unryu.
Escort carriers destroyed were the "“Tuyo,”
in 1943, and the “Otaka,” “Unyo™ and “Jinyo™
in 1844, Eight carriers in a]l were sunk by
U.5. submarines, or nine if one counta the
"Soryu,” to which the U.S.8. “Nautilus™ ad-
ministered the “coup de grace.” Aijreraft,
mostly belonging to the U.S. Navy, are to be
credited with the remainder. Even so, the
proportion of the enemy's naval losses was
which the American submarine service was
responsible is far greater than previously
realised, and goes far to explain the fre-
quency with which the names of underwater
craft have appeared in Presidential unit cita-
tions.

REMEMBER OUR ADVERTISERS !
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andores the opinitns of contributors to the
ju-mL

Telapborne - - - B 7008

pedo could not be used against a radar sta-
tion, and that fleet movements could oniy be
made in secret if the radar stations were
“killed.” Hence the rise in favour of the
rocket attack, whereby not only could ships
be sunk, but vital land installations dealt
with, especially when they were sited out of
range of even the biggest naval guns.

In this, the action by Firefly fighter at
Palanksn Brandan (Sumatra) in December,
1944, figures as one of momentous result. At
Brandan, the Japs had an oil refinery plant.
The American intelligence service regarded
this target as of the utmost importance—so
important, indeed, that they felr they woulg
be satisfied if the British could guarantee its
destruction, by whatsoever means they chose.

This assurance was given by the Navy,
and Firefly fighters with the carriers were
given the chance to wipe out the essential
plant. It should be emphasised that only one
small section of a widespread ground factory
was vital; the many storage tanks could be
replenished and rebuilt, but the actual refin-
ing section could not be replaced for months,
even if at all. Therefore, to destroy this,
the result would be 8 complete cessation of
fuel supplies for Jap aircraft in the Sumatra
and Malaya lands, and a consequent imman-
ity of ship movementa.

This task was accomplished in full. The
result of that attack was felt right up to the
end of the war. And even after. The point
ia that the salvoes of rockets achieved & con-
centration and accumulative effect beyond
that of precision bombing (even had that
been possible in the sultry weather and low
miats overhanging the target sight) and
which, of course, was out of the question for
torpedo work.

The result of the action at Palankan Bran-
dan had & marked effect on future air tae.
tics in the Far East. The available targets
for torpedo attacks were reduced almost to
nil, and the cry went up for more rocket fight-

ers and more bombers. Right out of favour,

went the torpede bomber, although in De-
cember, 1941, the Jape had secured major
success by the T.B.a gninst the “Prince of
Wales" and “"Renown."

crease of 88 times! Any such comparable
increase in the rocket would make it by far
the most formidable attack weapon of any
used at sea.

. The torpedo has had 2 long innings, dat-
ing back to 1865, It achieved phenomenal
results against merchant shipping in the last
war and in this, and its carriage by air wid-
ened the scope of its use. But sober caleula.
tion of results indicates that its work can
now be taken over by the rocket. in aome
form or another. From the ships’ viewpeint,
thg advantage of having 8 weapon that re-
qitires virtually no maintenance against one
which needs rmore care than an ailing dog ia
very considerable, We need not mention
comparative costs!

Let us Hail in saying Farewell to the air-
launched torpedo. Its atriking record is out-
standing, even brilliant. And in thus wav-
ing good-bye, let ua pay tribute to British
genius which first developed the air-launched
torpedo attack, which gained such memorable
victories at sea; and look with confidence
te the new spirit animating the Naval Air
Arm in the great tasks of shaping itself for
an illustrious future.

CLOBEXN

BIF EXTRACT

For appaiising Suvour, sirangih -ballding monriu -
mand amd peomomy B owes . . . youw caml hemi
GLOMEX. It comtaina the fadl strangih and com-
eqnitriniod emgnes of (he primest basf amd W &
mads b & gond

Try K for wheps, gravim, sourihing besl i,

and B mabes really delivlons msawiches . ., . -
bal apresd b (hinky
OATAINABLE FROM ALL CHEMISTS AND - STORES
L2 dand # oo jare ar d and } sa, csmishoars




Pags 12 THE NAYY LEAGUE JOURNAL Jangary, 1946
“SYDNEYS” IN TWO WARS
By BERNAR D STOKES,
MHE great Australian port of Sydney, as Doing 25 knots, the “Sydney” sighted

4 the Royal Navy’s rear base for the Paci-
fic Fleet, has played a major part in naval
operations against Japan‘ And two criisers
of the Royal Australian Navy have brought
it fame in two wars,

From August to Novemnber, 1914, the smail
German cruiser “Emden” raided British and
Allied shipping in the Indian Ocean to such
effect that 70 warships were hunting her.
She sank 16 British ships of 70.82b tons,
valued with their cargoes at £2,125.000, bom-
barded Madras and sank 8 Russian cruiser
and 8 French destroyer in Penang roads.

On 9th November, she arrived off the Keel-
ing Cocos Islands to destroy the telegraph
station and interrupt communications be-
tween Engiand and Australia. Between 6,30
and 7.00 a.m. she landed armed partiea while
the operators sent distresa signals.

No British warship would normally have
been anywhere near her, but at that very
moment troopships conveying the firat “An-
zac"” troopa were only 50 miles away, es-
corded by the Australian cruisers ‘'Mel-
bourhe” and “Sydney’! and & Japanese
cruiser,

both jsland and enemy at 9.15. The Auatra-
lian, of 5,400 tons, 256.5 knots and eight 8-in.
guns firing 100 1b. shells, cutmatched the
“"Emden’s"” 3,850 tons, 23.6 knota and ten
4.]-in.. 36-pounder guns.

Captain ven Muller created a surprise
when his exceptionally long-ranged guns hit
the “Sydney" with the fifth salvo at 10,300
yards, The latter's after cantrol atation and
range-finder were hit, cordite charges set on
fire and casualties caused.

At 9,500 vards the “Sydney” hit back.
The “Emden’s” steering gear, fire control,
signal apparatus and bridge were wrecked,
forward funnel and mast brought down, and
the torpedo room flooded. She tried unsuc-
cessfully to torpedo the “Sydney."

After 1 hour 40 minutes Muller beached
her to save life. The "“Sydney' loat 4 killed
and 12 wounded; the “Emden,” 136 killed
and 65 wounded out of 400.

Twenty-aix years later another "Sydney"”
waa 45 miles north of Cape Spada, Crete, at
7.33 a.m. on 19th July, 1940, when the
destroyers "Hyperion,” “llex,” "Hero” and
“Hasty" reported two Italian cruisers to Cap-
tain Collins.
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‘The destroyers, outranged and deluged
with 6-in. shells, turned north to draw the
enemy, After 68 unpleasant minutes the
“Sydney,” with the destroyer “Havock,”
opened fire at 22,000 yarda. The Auatralian,
of 6,830 tons, eight 6-in. guns and 32.5 knots,
wag confronted by adversaries of 5,069 tona,
eight &-in. guns and 37 knots.

Two shells soon hit the “Giovanni della
Bande Nere" forward, but fire was shifted
to “Bartolomeo Colleoni™ when smoke ob-
scured the leader. Their escape seemed likely
urntil a salvo wrecked the latter’s fire control,
bow and beiler-room; she stopped and the
“Hyperion"” and “Ilex” sank her with tor-
pedoea.

TI}Ie "Bange Nere" escaped in the haze:
the “Bydney" returned in triumph with her
destroyers and 545 prisonera.

The “Sydney" took part in the bombard-
ment of Bardia, the Battle of Calabria. sank
an Ttalian destroyer, shelled Scarpanto, sank
{ta]'a_m al; !p%‘lgtai; Otranto Straits before re-

urning to Watson’s , Svdney Harbour,
on Sth Februaty, 194115'3337 g ‘

After recommissioning she operated in
Australian waters and on 19th November in-
terceptgd the disguised German raider “Kor-
moran.” Somehow the latter surprised the
‘Bydney"” and hit her amidshipa with shell
fire or a torpedo,

The Australian sank her adversary bv gun
fire, and when last seen was badlv on
fire. This was learned from German surviv-
ors rescued many days later, What actually
happened to the famous cruiser is & mvstery,
for an intensive search found no survivors,

The Cockatoo Island Dockyard in Svdney
Harbour has built some fine ships for the
Royal Auatralian Navy, Perhaps it may yet
build another “Sydney” to maintain a famous
tradition.

O
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THE LONELIEST JOB IN THE WORLD

By CAPTAIN MARTIN THORNHILL.

GOODWIN lightahips have gone back on the

job, after an unaccustorned role, of a
truth as “fish out of water"; for five years
they had been in berth, driven there by re-
peated attacks of Germen gireraft. Al-
though this was against the international
iaws of the ses, the Huns had ne qualma
about including it in their plans to scare neu-
tral ahipping from our shorea.

Qthera among some 400 anchorites of the
aea, who were withdrawn from theee sitting
targets, have also returned. And to better
conditions, for & good deal haa |stely been
done to improve the lot of lightship men.
though there a&re limits to facilities for re-
lieving the immense monoteny of what—
next to lighthouse life—must necesaarily be
sbout the loneliest job in the world.

Two monthe sfloat and one ashore may
seern sornething near to hesven for Navy
men, whose lot is often months &t sea with-
out & break. But if, 53 is frequently the
case, you are one of a smell crew of four, you
are apt to tire of the very sight and sound of
your comrades. Add to this, the cramped
quarters, &n unvarying diet of tinned stuff,
a restricted routine, and the deadly mono-
tony of almost nothing to do: &nd you will
be likely to declare emphatically for the
broad, cornradely regime of life sboard H.M.
shipa,

Even this does not complete the vexatious
limitations that tie mind and body to the
enginelesa craft which, year in year out,
must held fast to the same benighted spot.
Once a month, maybe. the supply tender
turns up with fresh food, some old news-

pers, still more ancient books, and a few
etters. But let a atorm blow up, nd heaven’s
measenger may get sadly delayed, and the re-
lief crew be held off for weekas.

But although man’s power still cannot tama
the elements, the soclal demands of modern
tirnen have led to some welcome changes fo-
ward mental and phyaieal comforts for lights-
men. No lonwer can a lightaman complain
that life for him iz quite such & deadly suec-
cesslon of deck-pacing, the hump, than aleer-
ing it of. Radio and a fairly regular supply

of up-to-date reading matter are the reme-
dies that have now written "Finia” to those
appesls of old. Boredomn fades under the
conatent ahore contacts through wirelesas
newa bulletins and enterteinment. Home
agems much nearer with the ship'a tirmbers
continually re-echoing to Big Ben'a familiar
boom. .

The long lonely vigils have been shortened
by half—one month afloat, & fortnight
ashore—30 days from home instead of 60.
Most of the duties which used to Il the
men's precious days mshore — renoveting
buoya, looking after storea and what not—
have been abolished. Westher permitting.
& supply of fresh food reaches the shipa every
fortnight. Equitable minimum rates of pay
and allowances have banished meny of the
earlier fingncial worries.

True. there are still a few refinementa that
future years may see—refrigerators, for one.
But the absence of these few remaining re-
forma do'not deter fit M.N. men from join-
ing the lightship service, Strange as it may
seem, even when the conditions were &t their
worst, there were usually fer more men,
freedom-loving withal, eager to enter the
service. then could be abaorbed. Some of
those trying conditions must remain, deapite
the best endeavours to eliminate or better
them. There must alwsys be & lightship
where, becsuse of sandbanlks or other causes,
there cannot be a lighthouse. though it is a
strong gale that will shift even a lightship
frorn its stout mooringa of three huge mush-
room anchors. All the same. storms of ex-
ceptional violence have done it, severing the
heavy cables and ellowing the ship to drift
towarda the very obstruction against which
ita light is a warning—a pretty black outlook
for the crew of a motiveless cockle-shell,

Anocther discomfort not egsy to eliminate
is the restricted accommedation—a ¢ircum-
stance that matters little in a moving veasel,
but can be hell in one that is "stationary.”
Rough westher mav mean no sleep, the men
conatantly pitched from their bunks, no cook-
ing and therefore no hot meals perhaps for
days. Foggy weather brings hazards avoid-
able by craft that are on the move, but the

helpless lightship again offers a nitting target
for an approaching vesael which, as has hap-
pened on occasions, fails to hear her com-
pressed-ait-operated fog-horn, and rams her.
The up-to-date equipment of most of the im-
proved types of steel-hulled lightships helpa
to eliminate that possibility. During fog, elec-
tric generators send out a Morse signal by
redio. When this warning is received by the
wireleas operator in an approaching vessel, he
counts the Morse dashea until he picks up
a further signal discharged by submarine
oacillators, By the number of dashes, one of
which is transmitted every second End a
quirter, the operstor is able to determine
the distance separating his own and the light-
ship, each dash representing & mile,

This ingenious device ja effective up to 60
miles. Tt is enough that light from the
tamps should be visible 12 miles away, never-
theiess these giants generate some half a
million candle-power.  The lanterns, being
20 feet or more in circumference, are the
very devil to maintain in their urgent crystal
clearness, especially in wei weather. Tt ia
glmost as exacting & task. indeed, s has been
:he perplexing problern of the light engin-
Bra,

Unlike the illuminant in the lighthouse,
the problem is to keep the light at one steady
angie, _irrespective  of the ship’s motion.
When lights are of the flashing type, the re-
fiectors are disposed in groups. the gimbals
cervying them being mounted on & frame
work., The whole framework revoives round
the mast by clockwork mechanism, which can
be adjusted to give sny type or duration of
flash required.

A herdy annual among the queries of
]andamgn who make seaborne trips there-
abouts in the holiday months is “How long
have these four good ships and true been
guarding the Goodwins?™ The answer, of
course, i3 “Ask Trinity House” But one
has to hark back to about 1066 to envimage
the Geodwine as & part of the maintand.
Tfhere wertg ]then, 'tia said, some thousanda
ol acres of low intervening land bevend
which Ear! Godwin, their owner, built a}].ong
wall to protect them from the sea.. But a

reahuffling of property ownership by the
Conquering William diaposseased Godwin
in favour of the Abbot of St. Augustine,

The new tenant, however, employed the
money and meterials that accompanied the
conveyance to build new church towers.
Within 30 years the ses had burst asunder
the wall and inundsted the whole srea. All
thet remain ere the Goodwins—sa circum-
stance that has tied four lone lightshipa to
the spot for a longer time than any of ua
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" No longer a **Midsummer Night's
Dream” — but 2 fully accomplished fact—is the encir-
cling of the globe by fast modern sircraft in this new
Age of Flight.
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THE FUTURE?

‘\NE of the most important taske before tbe leaders of the matiomn today is
-~ to eltmimate mistrost and fear. The common man everywhere ardently
deslres world peace. He ls sufficlently educated fo kmow that one of the root
cansea of war grows in the eoonomic field, and that war, thongh not necessarlly
engineered, 18 the result of the misapplication asd nbmae of those economic roota
whea they are directed or allowed to encronch and Interfere with the rights nad
wishes and sconomics of nationallsms and groups that beHeve thelr own home-
grown syatem ls neceasary to their own aorvival

Foture confiict can omly be avolded If Governments and powers earmestly
desire pormaneat pesce, bat If say atrong oatlon loads the dice to place t in w
UaRST R d posttlon of ecomomle advaxinge over any possiblp competitor, then the coming
& AT g yoars will Indeod be dark aad deadly. Omly if mations and powerfnl Ansaclal
= gronpe rencance greed and seek for world co-opersiion within the tramework of

the United Natioms' Charter, will be secured the permanent peace which s the
birthright of every living normal man, woman and ohild . ’

Ghoy there!
throw men

alad £ ‘y‘“f"

Let un hope that the conferemce of United Natioms' represeatatives will
presont mankind with the glift of social secarity and s war-less world

In the history of clvilixation a centory Ia but & fraction of thne and perhaps
the vislon of Tennynon will yet materializse

“In the Parliameat of man, the Federailon of the world”
tor, surely, It 4 to this “The whole creation movea.™
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H.M.S. FOUDROYANT
THE PART SHE PLAYS IN SEA CADET TRAINING IN ENGLAND

(From the “Ses Cadet.”)

During the cournse of the year weekly training
courses are heid in HM.S. "Foudroyant” under
the direction of Lieutenaat-Commander P. I

" O'Brien, RN., who has much experience in the
training of officerm, ratings, and boys of the
Royal Navy.

Officers’ coursea are arranged to set a sian-
dard of basic tralning and routine In the Sea
Cadet Corps by a standard system of lnstruc-
tional methods, whick can be applied with the
original idean of the uait oficers’ general train-
ing programme, Cadetn’ coursea are designed
to impart a knowledge of ship's routine, remedy
the lack of practical seamanship and to fit cadet
leading seamen for the responsibility of cadet
petty officar.

Officers’ coursen are a very aecessary part of
the make-up of an officer of the Corps, whatever
hin sea experience and age may be. The inex-
perienced officer i given a chance to acquire
the background of Service life, gain the art of
the jostructor and the mastery of seamaaship
subjects so that he may give an even greater
service in the training of the Sea Cadet.

+ The following extracts are from letters of
appreciation from officers who have taken the
course:

“When I arrived I bad been indulging in the
fallacious, comforting thought that 1 was too
old for anything of & strenucus nature, mental
or physical, but 1 no lsnger have that impres-
glon, for my week with you bhas sueceeded in
reawakening my mental and physical actlvitles
more than T had aver dreamed myself capable
of "

“The course is all geod, not parta of it, there
is no loss of dignity in learning to become an
eficient naval offcer from undoubtedly efficient
paval staff. If before the course any of us had
any {lusiona that we were in any way efficient,
1 for one oo longer live in that fool's paradise."

Commanding Officers’ courses have been intro-
duced to asgist C.0's to co-ordinate the iastruc-
ticnal deparimenta of their units to the best
advantage, and to act as A refresher course for
the C.0. of the well-established unit.

Cadeta’ courses include {1) specisliat training
in V/S and W/T; {2) & week's apecial course
and prectical examination for cadet petty oficer;
and (3) weekly seamanship courses giving
cadets opportunities for practical seamanabip
and aa introduction to pavel routine.

The following essey, writien by a cadet, gives
8 graphic picture of HM.S. "Foudroyant™:

""She came antern stowly, sounded three blaata
and stopped her engipes, then moved shead . . .
a trdm grey-painted motor-boat Lznt on naval
duties; perhapa she had lsnded the captain of
the ship or feiched off the mail, or done one of
the hundred and one thioga required of a ships
boat. [ was impressed with the epsy, matter
of -fact manner with which she was handled. It
looked sc simple, and her coxswain, a leading
seaman, appeared 9o dininterented. As 1 watched
this small grey boat working her wey, passing
or croasing boats and ships te the other side
of the harbour, T woendered how scon [ should
be able to de the same, how seon I should be
able to handle a boat capably and eficiently
without fuss or bother. 1 wondered how much
training it required to reach this point and
- ... 'A penny for your thoughts, Johnny.'

"I suddenly came back to earth, Ted, a cadet
friend from my uait, was talking.

*‘Oh, just thioking,’ I anawered. "Ted, have
you ever Been such & plctere of interest, so
much coming and going; flags . . . I mean aignals
. . - being made from ahip to shore snd cranes
swinging to and fro hoisting all soris of gear?

“But, then, let me start my story from tha,
beginning. ’

“I had pagsed my cadet able seaman's exam-
inatlon and felt I had mounted the fiyst Tung of
the ladder to the goal of being a real seaman.
Ag part of the make-up of a scaman is adven-
ture, moving about and the seeing of new places
and aew faces, I had asked my divisional officer
if 1 could ge to HM.S. “Foudroyant” for a
wesk's course. [ had never really given it much
thought until 1 bad talked t& a cadet from

{Continued on Page 14)
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ATOM POWER AND AIR POWER

By MAJOR OLIVER STEWART, M.C., AF.C, In “The Nevy.”

One. of the chlef problems which is facing
those responslble for directing Britsh weapon
pollcy k6 now concerned with the tmpact of the
atomle bomb on war aviation. Does It make
alr forces out of date? Doen it eliminate the
need to develop the naval alr arm? Does it,
even, deatroy the value of the aeroplane itself?

The first conclusion that one must come to
when one examines the power of the atomic
bomb as it has been demonatrated in Jupan, is
that It has made all other forms of war-making
aut of date. Its power la so much greater than
that of apy previous weapon that It seems to
set an entirely new destructive standard. More-
over, the atomlc bomb has stepped up destructive
power by a larger Interval than say earlier
dlscovery, not excepting the discovery of gun-
pawder.

First impressions, therefore, must be that the
coming of the atomic bomb has put air forces,
both land and seq, out of date. Second thoughta
are more canbious. In the past it 18 potable
that the appearance of each new Weapon has
been accompanied by the prediction that all
other weapona had become out of date: but
that events ahowed that the prediction was
incarrect. Each new weapon may be aa pd-
vance on previous weapona; but the eartler types
are atill needed In the total activity of war.

It may be that, in thin*case, history will
repeat itself and that the atomis bomb will not
make other weapona gut of date: but will merely
take to Itself the major destructive reaponsi-
blllty. Other weapona will still be used, but
they will be used as supplements to the atomic
bomb.

That ks the extreme case; the came of the
atomle bomb, the meat ndvanced weapon yet
produced. What of the less advanced cases?
What, for lostance, af the jet propelled air-
craft? Wi [t ouat all aircraft driven by air-
screws ?

Here I think the answer s clearer and much
more drastlc. I cannot aee that there would
be any case for keeping [n service aircraft driven
by the ordinary piston engine and alrserew
combination. In ten years there ought not to
be—If my remsoning is right—any aireraft In
any military or anval service which is driven

by any means other than the jet. The final
drive, that ia, will be by jet. That does not
imply that the prime movers will all be gas
turbines. They may be rocket units. They
might be straight-through resonpnce duct unite
as in the German weapon V-1, But they will
drive in the isst resort by means of a jet or
of reaction propulsion or by means of the recoll
effect and not by means of the airscrew effect.

The recoil drive offers s0 many advantages
over ell ather kinds of drive for mircraft use
thet there can be, as [ view it, no possiblilty
of the retention of the airscrew drive either for
mliltary or navel purposes. Thst is not to say,
kowever, thst the alrscrew drive ar the combina-
tion of jet and sirscrew or jet and ducted fan,
will not be desireble for civil machines of
verious types. It means only that these arrgnge-
ments are lesa likely to prove popular in the
gircraft designed for war,

At Herne Bay, on Tth November, n Gloster
Meteor with two Rolls-Royce Derwent gas tur-
bines, and jet drives, flown by the experienced
test pilot, Group-Ceptatn H. J. Wilson, A.F.C.
and two bars, set a warld's speed recard on
the three kilometres course of 808 miles an
hour. A secoad Metegr flown by Mr. Erle
Greenwood aversged 803 mifes an hour on the
same course. It wes a curlows and navel fact
that the recard was dane with those two gas
turbines “governed" to give leas than the full
pawer they were capable of glving,

In ather words, the reaponaibiiity for perform-
ance hed been transferred almost wholly from
the englne designer and maker to the alreraft
designer and maker. The alrcraft designer had
to determine whether the alreraft could take an
edditionel thrust in safety and could make use
of it in the form of lncreased performance.

There can be no doubt that much waa learn-
ed at Herne Bay which will affect future alrcraft
development. There s 20 doubt that [n the
future aireraft will be bulit capable of absarb-
ing all the power the gas turblnes can glve
them, which mesns that they will be capable
of fying at speeda greater than the speed of
sound. (And, by the way, the speed of sound
is 783 miles na hour at 1% degrees Centigrade,
I mention thia because when the record work was

(Contloued on next Page)
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being done there were as many different fgures
quoted for the speed of sound aa there wers
quotations.)

When once the speed of sound has been ex-
ceeded, the gas turbine driven aircyaft finde
itself in a new reglon, but in & region’ where
many of the old laws apply. Therefore we can
accept It that there will be further advances in
speed. Where the Henits will be cannot yet be
seen. I wounld suppose that the rocket will
come in the end and tend to cust the gas
turbine. But both rocket and gas turbine jets
are forms of recoll drive,

Some of the rocket engines preduced by the
Germans are compact, light and eficlent. They
have the advantage over the gas turbine that
they do not need to take in oxygen with the
outside air. They carry their oxygen with them
in Hquid form. They are therefore independent
of the outside air, and this glves them a great
advantage from the military point of view.

For it is at great beights that high perform-
ance is es, lly needed for military purposes.
But at great heights the gas turbine, just Hke
the piaton engine, finds difficulty tn “hreathing.”
It finds the air becomes too rare and it ham to
“gasp” for oxygen. In those circumstances the
performance of thie engine, and therefore of the
aircraft, fally off. The rocket engine is under
no such disability., It iy as effective high up as
low gown. It carries its oxygen with it and
could work as well in Interwtellar space where
there is Httle or noc oxygen a8 in the lower
strata of the atmosphere.

Now let us take a general view of the mitu-
atlon. We have In the atomic bomh a devies
for doing destruction on an unprecedented scale.
It has to be carried to the target. It can be
carried by an aireraft as it wos when the bomb
was fArat used against the Japanese, or it could
be carrded by an autoraatically-controlled or
by 8 radlo-controlled rocket.

There is nothing to prevent the atomic bomb
being used as the warbead of a rocket. On the
other hand, I never tire of pointing out that &
war is not won without oecupation by the vie
torlons forces. They must occupy the ground
that hea bheen prepared by Lombing or by any
other means,

That entally carrylng men aa well aa bombas,
and here the more conventlonal type of air-
craft comea inio the plcture. And if tha con-
ventional type of aircraft is requived then the

conventional types of defensive apparatus will
be required. For instance if men are to be
conveyed to positions prepared by atomic bomb-
ing, then the vehicles in which they are con-
veyed, whether ships or aircraft. must have
their escorttng atreraft or ships.

In the House of Lords on 14th MNovember
Lord Siapsgate, the Secretary of State for Alr.
replying to Lord Treachard, said that decisions
about the future of the Roval Air Force could
not be reached until certatn cutstanding ques-
tions had first of all been settled. That meana,
if it means anything, that senior officers have
not yet msde up their minds about atomic
bomba and jet drives and their effects on the
equipment of the future.

Nevertheless, he did indicate that the Hoyal
Air Force visualised for the future would be
much the same as it was before the war. It
would have ita Awdliary Air Ferce and its Uni-
veraity Alr Squadrons and some kind of
RAFVR. In addition, Lord Stansgate said
that the Alr Training Corps would be coatinued
and that it would be the main wource of supply
tor gir crews and ground steffa not only for the
R.AF. but aleo for the Naval Alr Arm.

It seems, then, that the air defences at present
viauallsed by the Government reseinble those of
the pre-war period and that the coming of new
weapons has not yet convinced those respon-
sible that drastlc changes should be made. And
that decision must be looked upon as generally
sound. There must be & normal air force and &
normal Beet air arm. They will be wanted whe-
ther the atomic bomb develops as & rocket war-
head or whether it does aot. They must have
new jet and rocket driven aircraft; but other-
wise they must be constructed on the old pat-
tern. Their primary structure, in other words,
should remain the same s it was before ond
during the war.
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Just 100 yearn sgo Sir John Fraokln's expedi-
tion malled lnto the waisrs north of Casada
ln search of the North-West Pamsage, and the
two ships with thelr 134 oficers and men were
pever seen agaln.

At one time the British Government offered &
reward of £20,000 to the Brst ship to dlstover
the long-sought navigable channel linking the
atlantke wnd Pacific—and now, for the frst
time in history, the North-Weat Passage has
been quictly sailed in both dlrections by eight
Roysl Canadlan "Mounties™ in an B0-ton suxili-
ary police craft.

When they Brst set out from Vancouver, six
of the elght did not even know how to take
soundings, and none was an experienced navi-
gator. Ostenxibly, the 10,000 mile voyage was a
routine patrol of the North. Yet it now ranks
among the greatest adventures of seafaring
hiatory. )
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By MARK

For Captsin Cook, John Cabot, John Duvis
and 8 dozen more searched for the fabled north-
west route and jolned the long list of fallures,
As long 8go a3 the days of Drake, Martin Fro-
bisher—himself the hero of three vain nttemps
—desgribed the finding of the Passage as "the
only great thing left undone Lo the workd.” Some
explorers, Hke Juncques Cartier, salled up the St.
Lewrence, fondly supposing It ® highway to
Indis. Henry Hudsop imagined be had dis-
covered the Pacific when he had entered merely
a land-locked bay. Sir-Alexander Mackenxie's
overiand trek wacceeded in naming only & river:
8ir John Roas had to be content with “discover-
Ing" the magnetic north pole-—and the Aries
fight proved him wrong about that!

In 1903 Amundsen took the 7 jom east to west
[n three years, but the Passage still d
Impansable from the west. In elght years no
fewor than 63 shipe were trapped lp the lce and
awenpt out of sight.

The MHttle St. Roch hes now climaxed fve
centurien of endeavour, Arst, by heing the Arst
ship from west to east, second in completing
tha journey ln 28 months, third, in accompligh-
ing the essentlal part of the return trip in only
B85 days.’ .

At no time was the antonlshing odyssey easy.
Thunderstorms, fog and the threat of pack ice

WEST PASSAGE

greeted them simultaneously ln the Arctle
Ocean. Just beyond the village of Point Barrow,
with s unexpected needle-mpired church, the
Gret floes streamed from the Beaufort Sea and
crashed on the little ship till she groaned with
the pressure. Her hull was sheathed with Aus-
trallan “irop bark,” however, she had been spe-
clally bullt for bucklng the lce, and she at Arst
fought the assanlt and then drifted untll the
fice spilt up and agaln gave her passage.

Caoght again ln molid lce at the helght of
July, moored to the Aces and changing mooringa
every 10 ninotes, caught and held prisoner firat
In one loe .pocket and then o another, the
“smateur” crew learned their job the hard way
and continually inched the ship forward.

At first thelr voyage merely linked the
Mounted Police detachments strung out across
the Frozen North. The 8t. Roch lef* fue! oll for
& patrol craft beside the Bve white-palated
houses at Herschel, nnloaded supplies for the
Canadian Relndeer Station, deposited caches of
coel and dried fish for the Mounties at prear-
ranged spots on the hieak and grim bemches.

They covered 5220 mlles before the freeze-up
caught them early in Qctober in the south-east
corner of Walker Bay, and they bullt & canvas
shrouding to protect the 8t. Roch through the
winter. Only the two-way radio lnked them
to thelr homes durlng that bitter white Chrigt-
mas.  Easter waw better, with a feast of roast
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caribou, a dence nnd even a home movie show
at m trading poat, but it was 3lst Jaly before
t.heg‘rk ct:u_ld mitl:e weigh anchor and cactiously
work their way between the ite-foes that nudged
Victoria Ialand, o fatn

It took hours of biasting and ramming to
work through an ice barrier that seemed to be
str9ng &s sleel, daye were taken ap with tylng
to ice-floes, untying, proceeding and tylng agaln,
and presently they had to retrace part of thelr
course to take an injured native boy to hoepital.

A' Elance gt the map can perhaps best show
their slow but indefatigable progress, They
bumped bottom near Toker Point, met ewarme
of mosquilocs 2a big as bees in Cambridge Bay
and edged through uncharied shoals towards
f“n‘ William Land, continually taking sound-
nga.

{Continued on Page 13)
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SEA CADET NOTES

The Navy League Sea Cadet Corps, N.S.W.
Breach, thanks the Captain of HM.S. Anson for
permitting B aumber of Sea Cadets to visit the
battleship recently.

- - *

The' Cadets glso very much appreciate the
interest taken in them by Lieut. (E) J. C. Shil-
cock, R.N.

Lieut. Shilcock has visited our depots, and
recently gave a most instructive lecture to
officers &t “‘Victory" Depot. L

» * »

The Executive of the League i3 gnxicus that
Cadet O.C.'s arrange to make as full use of
depots as possible, Where new units have not
Eot suitable accommodation, the established
depots should be made available for their wse.
It 8 a matter for co-operation and mutual ar-
rangement in the interests of the Corps as a
whole,

Lo this connection officers are reminded that
before & company is recognised as such it must
have & oumerical strength on parsde of 2 offi-
cerd, 2 P.Q.'s and 18 cadets or more.

- - -

“Warrego" Company, Woolwich, is glad to
welcome back ay 0.C., Mr. R. Crosskill, 2 former
officer of the unit before serving overseas with
the Armed Forces,

Mr. Lithgow has kept the flag fAying since Mgz,
Collizon transferred to “Endegvour” Comgpany,
and his work at “Warrege" has been highly
satisfactory. . "

Mr. P. H Tokitt, 0.C. *Perth" Depot, Manly,
reporia satisfactory progress. While from “Can-
berra’ upit at Orange, comes news that the
Company is proapering under the directtion of
Mr_ J. P. Finegan and his colleagues. Our Rela-
tiona Officer, Mr. W, L. Hammer, keeps in close
personsl touch with “Canberra” and has been

" much impressed with the solidity and witiy

the activities of the Company.
* -

Heceatly visitors from Qrange have intluded
Aldermen Rowe and Strike and Mr, and Mra.
Gilmour snd they have given interesting ac-
counts of work and play of the locs) cadets.

This upit, in common with Sydoey unita, is
ahort of auitable training equipment, eapecially
boats. Every effort is being mede to procure
boats of the whaler type for training purposes,
and it is hoped that the time is now approaching

When they will be mede available by the Naval
authorities for sale.
L L] -

Mr, J. A, Williams and hiz officers st "Vic-
tory" Depot ere atill on deck, and are at all
times ready to render service and fully co-oper-
Bie with other upits of the League,

- - L )

“Beatty” and “Endeavour” units are not so
edvaaced as their sister ships, and consideration
is being given to the question of “Beatty” Depot
being shared by “Endeavour.” The Relations
Officer ia inquiring into the matter and oo doubt
the Corps will be benefited ay & result,

- - L )

Sea Cadet companica were well repressated
on the occasion of the Australia Dey March
through Sydagy.

4 - -

British Aircraft Carriers of the Pagific Fleet,
when at Sydney, have been visited by large num-
bers of N.L. Sez Cadets.

L L] -

Mr. W. L. Hammer reports having recently
visited all ¢companiea in pursuance of his dutien
83 Hon. Relations Officer.

From the 1st January to 3iat December, 1045,
the following donations were received by the
Navy Lezgue Treining Depot “Australia":—

£ s
R.85.ALLA., Giadeaville Sub-Branch 5
Hunter's Hill Municipal Council 3
Mr. W. Graat, Pymble e e L 2
Mre. F. M. Daly, M.L.A., Five Dock 1
R8S.ALL.A Ryde-Meadowbank Sub-
Branch ... .. .. .. ..
Adelaide Steamship Company .. .,
Port Jackson and Manly Steamyhip

wene oo

W e

Company .. .. ... ..
R.58.A.LL.A. Rozelle Sub-Branch ...
Mr. Myers, Cladesville (Coliection) ..
Mra. Stelezer's Happiness Club
Talients and Knapman, Concord
Johnson and Johnson, Sydney
Chartres Lid., Sydney ... .

A. E, Primrose, Glzdeaville

William Arnott Lid., Homebush
Brown's Hardware Store, Rozelle y
Richard Wildridge and Coy. Sydney
Lowes Litd., Sydney O
Winns Pty., Lid., Sydaey
Thatcher and Oberg Pty. Ltd., Mascot
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Grand Total
WELL DONE, "AUSTRALIA !

N.L.T.D. "SIRIUS"
(Contribated by R. Ferguson)

On the occenion of the Ramsgate-Bans Souci
March, the Depot was congratulated on the
marching, discipline and bearing of the bays. by
officers of the Army snd Alr Force.

Commander Hammer was ubie to congratnlate
tbe Depot on the turn-cut at the Church Parsde
recently held et Marrickvitle, The Depot was
congratulated on the behaviour, ete., of the boys
on a visit to one of the aircraft carriers.

The Siriue ted the procession on 26/1/46 at
Hurstville on occaslon of a publie welcome to
Returned P.O.W.

The Depot is going along quletly and steadlly.
We have hopes soon of being sble to erect our
own depot at Carss Park.

The Depot bhas been divided [nio sea-golng,
which gives practics] work under the command
of Capt. G. W. Round and the 21/C Mr. Melcoim.
The shore establishment 1a usder Mr. Ferguson,
with Mr, Schneider as Depot Executlve Officer
and Mr. Christofani as Supply asd Accountant.

The Junior Oficers — Messrs. Rand, Meftay.
Shaw and Loss are still on deck and golog well.
Al ratings are showing isterest amd all are
on their toes to make the Sirius a bappy skip,
which mesans t is & Good Ship. Recrults are
coming tn, and we are looking forward to big
bappy and useful times. R

Once we are ln cur own Depot, we'll go

shead In larger numbers. .
Mr. Malcolm ls down witk & bad leg at pre-

sent, but we are all hoping he will soon be on

deck agaln.

Qur Welfare Commiitee are working
kard and ere still very entbusiastic about thin
They are giving great help to us.

Fulwrnary, 1M4

B —— SE————

'h- i}

The ladies of that commlitiee seem to want
to do all things that will be a credit to the
Slrius and no report would be complete without
sylng thet ofiders and ratings of the Slrius
do deeply appreciate the work and tme put Iyte
things by our Welfare Committee,

Navy League Sea Cadet
Corps

(Voluntary)
Na.Ww,

‘VICTORY" DEPOT, NORTH SYDNEY (J. A.
Willlams, C.0.).

"WARREGO" DEPOT, WOOLWICH

Cromaxill, 0.C).

“PERTH" (late “VENDETTA”"), MANLY (P.
H. Toditt, C.0.).

“BEATTY" DEPOT, DOMAIN (G. H Smith,
C.0.).

“AUSTRALIA” DEPOT, HENLEY (W. L. Ham-
mer, C.0.).

‘SIRIUS" DEPQOT, CONNELL'S POINT (G. W.
Round, C.0.).

‘CANBERRA" DEPOQT, ORANGE
Finegan, C.0.).

‘ENDEAVOUR” DEPQT, WOOLLAHRA (H- G.
Coilisan, C.QY.

(R.

{J. P

Boys between the ages of 10 and 17 years
wishing to joln, should meke applicatlon to Com-
manding Officers any Saturday afternoon.

Fomnd—The Morth-West Passoge
{Continued from Pege 0)

“Hp this 18 the North-West Passage,” one of
the men commented as he bauled in the lead
line. '"We'll be darned lucky if we get through.”

The compass became entirely unrellable owing
to thelr proximity to the magnetlc north, fogs
enveloped them, and they had to be able ta
ses thelr way, needing the land for a guide. The
hopes they had entertalned of belng home for
their sscond Christmas fell away In the Rae
Straits, as the lce started pouring down, grind.
ing and crushing against the ship tili it deaf-
ened them. The crew had eariler passed the
time by counting the ships that had tried io get
through the passage and falted. Now they found
themselves faclng every conceivable danger.
Firat the presaing lce lifted the ship and sirand-
ed ber on a skoal, and then pushed har off. At
obe moment the skip would be straining on
her anchorm while the goawing ice shrieked
past; snother time she would be drifting and
plvoting, running for e,

Thelr second winter was spent almost op the
scene of the Franklin disaster. They remembered
how one search-party kad walted for three years
to get out and hed falled Then one of thelr
number dled, and thelr luck seemed at & low
sbb. Sergeant Henry Larssn, skipper of the
100-foot schooner, travelled 1,000 miles lnland
to get a priest only to fied that he could not
leave hls miasion untll the spring.

Yot the weary months passed, {he priest per-
formed the last rites and the yellaw poppies
pushed their sturdy way through the snow. On

«3rd August they onte more broke from the
grip of the lce, blastlng with black powder,
backing up and charging. In the struggie a
cylinder head gave wny and they were destioed
to finlah the long journey to Halifax an Bve
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Bullding, Bridge Street, Sydoey
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Telephone - - - - 7808

oylinders, but nothlng could stop them now.

Threading thelr way through the foes sast
of Somerset Island, they shot & 3,000lb. walrus
tor meat, and now knew certaln triumph. On
1ith October thiey put Ito Hallfaxw, and the
newspapermen aboard found Lersen's men
drawn to attention on deck In thelr immearulate
khail, blus and scarlet uniform. Perbaps it
was & greet story, but it was crowded off the
front pages by the headlinea of war. A few
meonths later thelr return patro), cloaked by
war-time secrecy, was wccomplishad with even
leas publlaity.

And who noticed, it e recent honours list, the
award of the Polar Medal to Sergesant Henry
A Larsen, RCMP.Y
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H.M.S. "FOUDROYANT"
{Continued from Page 3)

another unit who had been to HM.8. "“Fou-
droyant.” I knew they held courses there for
officers and cadets. I hed seen 8 few pictures
from time to time in the Sea Cadet Magazine,
but one day It struck me forcibly that T mysel{
ought to go and 3o I had talked it over with
Ted. ‘Let’s go down If we cen,’ I 3gid, 'and see
what goes on . . . Bee ‘new places and new faces’.’”

“All arrangements were soon made and with
two other cadets, including Ted, I left for Ports-
mouth and scon found myselft standing at the
Excellent Steps waiting to be taken off to the
Foudreyant, gazing over this small part of a
targe picture, Portsmouth Harboue,

“Around ud had gathered & number of ratings,
and we picked cut a Petty Officer, 8 Steward,
end, of course, the ususl men in oversils, re-
turning from different jobs in the dockyard. At
laat the quarter-master of the quayaide said,
'Hi, you ¢adetsa! Here's your boat,' and we went
down the steps and boarded another of those
majds-of-gll-work . . . motor-cutters. I would
have caited this & ‘motor-bosi,' but I had found
from one or twoe retings standing by that the
proper name was ‘motor-cutter, sc I could see
I had started my week in the proper way, pick-
ing up hinty and lesrning as I went along. I
had made up my mind from the start that I
would get ail I coulkd from this week., I would
learn new names, ¢ pew ships snd meet new
friends.

“A short trip from the quay out Into the
harbour and there was the Foudreyant. Com-
pared with the bustle and rush of modern life
this old wooden ship hed the dignity of years. a
dignity that can only be attalned through the
ages, but she was stlif playing her part and
wearing the White Ensign, and what &n ensign!
I don’t think I have ever seen such g large one.
. In a matter of minutes I was stretching my neck
up to the upper deck, taking in all I saw as we
came alongslde the gangway of my home-to-
be for o weelk.

“Quickily I sought for previcus hints and
tips I had learnt In my unit. Whet did I do
when I went on board? Did I go and say ‘Hello'
to the Captain? Was I expected to ask s lot of
questions? But I woon found the snawer. Resch-
Ing the upper deck, I knew what to do . . . a
smart malute, ¢arry my things inbomrd. A
triendly order from a chief petty officer told me
te put my cam: down and just wait and I
would woon be given all the directlons and

orders necessary to it myself into a shlp guickly '
and without bother. For the next few hours I
met my ship. It was strange and naturally so.
I had ¢nce, when on holiday, visited a modern
man-of-war with gll her cold ateel plating, bhat
here a soft, homely atmosphere was prominent.
Massive timber, heavy bulkheads bulit to stand
the strain of meny yeara' batiling the enemy
and the eiements. On the mess deck I met my
frienda-to-be, who were all ftting themselves
inte the picture 3o as to get the best out of
every minute of their time. Evening soon came
round, and with the excitement of travelling, my
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elements of nature. It gave one m sense of
battle, thiz feeling of pittsing one's wits . . .o.
however amall end Inexperienced ., ., . agalnst
something that had gone on for ever and would
go oa for ever.

“The Commeanding Officer, Lieutenant-Com-
mander P. D, O'Brien, RN, took s peraonal
Interest in us all, and one day when the weather
prevented us from doing active practical mea-
manship he¢ gave us an Interesting talk on train-
ing, expisined why we train, and told us the
history of the Foudroyant. Naturally, I could
not expect the weather to be always “junt

walk to the dockyard snd meeting my ship, 14 right.” so our trainlng programme wes so ar-

feit really tired, T could see Ted deep in the
problem of slinging a hammock; it locked mo
dificult and uncomfertable. I thought of my
own bed, but then if we all had had heds
what stowage apace it would iake up! Also s
aeaman gleeps, lives and amuses himself all In
the same place, his mess deck. An Instructor
scen showed us how to sllng a hammock and
in a very short time cadets had turned In,
snuggled down and were fast maleep. Glancing
sround st the sleeping forms swinging siowly
in their hammocks, I tried to pleture the same
meas deck years befors with a smel of tar and
pitch, and perhaps powder, but quickly lost
consciousness.

*“I awoke with a atert, hearing 8 cry I had
been told about but never heard in a ship before,
the Service call for the hands. From that
moment onwhrds, bustle &nd confusion were
everywhare, Cadets fell out of their hammooks
and quickly tried to lash them up, bot I noticed,
that an instructor was always at hand to give,
advice and help when needed. Gear was col-
lected, hammocks stowed awsy, we had & little
P.T. on the upper deck and then io breakfast

Afterwards we fefl in ready for divisions and
prayers, and a8 day of training had started,

“I must say how intereating the training
in the following five days . . .. active and new.
In fact, at times I felt I wanied to stop and
do over again things I hsd bhesn shown and
taught, but knew that this was Impoasible in
30 short n tHme, I #frmly determined, however,
that when I got back to my unit I would live
this week agaln and practise and record much
of it, not only to advance mysslf to cadet petty
officer, but to heip others.

“T will briefly run over the many things we di

“There was boat pulllhg in & tideway, sadl
... that waw great fun...and It was fun, too,
fix the course mnd try to hold It mgainst t

ranged thet when the weather was ioo bad to
be on the water we went into classrooms or
on to the mess dech or in the reading room,
where an instructor taught us many new sub-
Jjects or tested ua on the tralnlng we had
received in cur unit. ’

“Ope day we visited & ship and were allowed
to climb all over her and ses what really hap-
pened Iln a modern men-of-war, but I think
the two highlights of the week were our day in
8 motor fishing veasel cruining in the Solent
and cur visit to H.M.S, "Excellant.” During
the trlp In the motor fishing vessel I wam able
tc carry out many of the orders I had learnt.
I had a trick at the wheel. I received the order
‘Starpoard 20" Quickly I thought, "What is
the spswer?' I n bered. ‘20 of wmtarboard
whetl oo, iz, ‘Ease to ive) ‘Five degrees of
starboard wheel on, 8ir.' ‘Steer south 40, west.'
‘Course south 40, west, sir’ And, ok boy! How
difficult it was to keep her there! I nearlv lost
my head and chased the lubber e, but soon
the officer of the watch ssid, ‘Very good, Quar-
termaster,” and T felt I had got control, During
this trip we learned a lot of prestica) seaman-
ship. such as taking soundings, canting off from
the quayside, and I came back late in the even-
ing to see again thet solig, dignified ship, my
home for s week, fesling . . . If only iv a very
Smell way . ., . that feeling that sallors must

et when they return io thelr own port after

months at sea,

_'The next blg effort was oor day’s telp to
HLM.5, “Excellant,” called Whale Iai:'rnd bypl:he
navy, that hot-bed of discipiine and precision,
Where even to move your eyebrows produces a
lulck reminder that when you do job you do
t right and never snything else. The men must
ave had a lot of tralning to be able to do these
g8 80 quickly and smartly, and during a talk
ne of the officers made n remark which I have

stored away and hope never to forget. I really
must quote It: ‘Build your bedy to physical
fithess and you are well on the road to mental
alertness. With mental alertness and physical
:ﬂme:ls the d!:undadr;n of & seaman ly [ald' 1
ently made & resolution to k
and mentally awake. oep Physieally ft
“Well, the week was over; I had sesn a lat,
learned a lot, forgotten & bhit, I know, hut It
would coms back In the months to come when
working slowly with my unit, mnd, above all,
I had 'been piaces’ and ween new faces.”
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- JUST ANOTHER JOB

By LIEUTENANT E. COVE, RN,

It was the Thursday before Good Friday Lhat
the dead whale, which hed besn hanging around
the island for more than a week, finally decided
lo come ashore. Could il have ciimbed Lhe rocks
and croased the road, it would have found ltsell
in the cemetery. As it was, it did ita best lo
remain where it had parked ilseif, by wedging
ita tail amongst certain small planacles of rock.

Ita odoriferous qualities soon made themselves
painfully obvious, eapecially to the residents of
a certain nesrby lerrace, and also to » deputa-
tion of ladies who waited on the Methodint
Minister; they were certainly not enamoured of
its presence,

Obviously the sudden arrival of this unbidden
gues! was anything but welcome, whilst many
and various were the propossia for its removal.

It was puggested, for inatance, that pieces
might be cut off and wsed na bait for fish pots;
but although the cagcase would have yielded
unlimited bait, yet no one seemed to lake to Lhe
idea, '

Another suggesiion was that residenta who
posseased motor boats might make a combined
effort to tow the whale away; but that also fell
flat.

Eventually it was left to the “department that
oever fails” to do their "stuff."

The dockyard being closed for Easter, no
aleps could be laken, except long onea with
handkerchiefs well up to the noae, Plenty of
snapshots were taken, however, and everybody
went whale-hunting a0 to apeak, shootlag apools
of camers films inatead ofvharpoons.

The whale spent a quiet Easter week-end.
Monday dawned al last, end hopes of Lhe car-
cane’s removal ran high—and so did the smells!

The department concerned began to get buay,
the bead and stcond in command duly inspected
the whale, and two asuggeations were pul for-
ward as to its speady removal.

{I) Spray the carcass with petrol at low waler

and burn it.

(ii) Tow it out to sea and ailempt to blow

it up with bombs.

A whallng crew of an allled nation being at
that time in port, they were consulted as to the.

lwo suggestions, and they were of the opinion
that the petrol and bonfire idea waa gulte |m-
possible, bul that suggeslion number two was
quite practicable. They reminded their gquea-
tioners, however, that the averuge whale weighs
about & ton for every foot in length.

Qur particular specimen Lherefore weighed be-
tween 20 srd 25 tona, and resting, this would be
dead weight; with the whale waterborne Lhe pull
would, of course, be much leas.

On the Tuesday, therefore, at about sn hour
before high water, a asteamboat with skilf in
tow, together wilh two valiant rggers, and a
naval officer, appeared upon Lhe scene of action.

Afler much manosuvring, the steamboal drop-
ped anchor in the desired spot and veered out
her cable until the alern was In place, just be-
tween two dangerous looking reefs, A 3-inch
aingl, with grapnel attuched, was then taken to
the whale by the aforesaid officer, who constl-
tuted the skiff's crew on this occasion. An
attemnpt was made to drive the grapnel in behlad
a large fin, but the aittempt failed owing to the
toughneas of the akin,

The rope war then made fant round the whale
&nd the other end taken back to the sleamboat.
Juat before high water the boat began Lo tow,
or tried to do o, but although the hefty mammal
seemed very buoyant, it absolutely refused lo
budge, and eventually Lhe rope parted

A second attempt was made, the rope mean-
while having inconveniently aunk and got foul
of a rock.

After under-running and clearing this, lhe
steamboat bad anothier go, bul as no impression
could be made on the reluctant carcase, and It
being by that time we!l past high water, the
sllempt was abandoned. Something attempted,
nothing done, but all [n the day's work.

Well, next morning at about hour before
low water, the same boats and the mams people
appeared, pitus two brave-looking shipwrights,
armed to the teeth with fearsome looking sawa.

These gallant and high-hearted rmen bad volua-
teered to cut off the tail of the whale, and that
woutld be the end of him—one end, anyhow.
Whilat the "wood-spaiilers’ were dolng their
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hest, the two valiant riggers before-mentioned
were fixing up a wire strop and singie block on
a rock about 40 yarda from the shore, A par-
buckle and double block were also ftted to (he
whale,

Under the determined and sustained attack of
the sawyers, the whale's tail socn gave up cling-
ing to the rock, It parted company from the
main body, angd the raen took & rest. Soon they
began their coslavght upen the jawbone: this
was quickly sawn asunder aad now all was ready.
Go home to dinner, ye noble army of onlookers,
and be back at 2.30.

At the appointed time the company reassemb-
led, workers and onlookers, critics and doers of
the job. This time a diesel boat came az well.
Ho! ho! things are going to move at last. This
ia it? That brown tbing s a rope that floats:
no more hawsers sinking down to foul the rocks
long, brown sneke-like thing on the surface, what
ia it, Thet brown thirg is a rope that fAoata;
ne more hewsers sinking down to foul the rocks
gnd delay the removal of this nauseating car-
case, The ski¥ this time has a crew of two
coloured men, the naval officer Laving discovered
that his hands were pot as tough as they used
to be, .

The 5-inch coir hawaer was soon connected
to the sisal, which had been rove previously
through the blogks. Orders were then given to
begin the tow, and both boats went abead. The
hawger tautened, the blocks creaked, the sisal
streiched and stretched, untll at last, bang! it
carrled away. However, all was not lost, It had
carried away 8t g point where it could be soon
retrieved and repaired.

A second aitempt was then made to tow off
the high amelllng denizen of the ocean, and this
time the strop slipped. The attempt bad to be
abandoned and another method tried.

The biocks were removed and the coir hawser
wag secured to the parbuckle, When towing was
now reaumed the whale actually moved & few
feet and then—ihe parbuckie parted! Time and
ti ke wait for pe man, just time for one more
try. Thia time the coir was passed right round
the whale and shen “full zpeed ahead.”

Marvel of marvels! the carcase came away
abvout 20 feet, but the hawser was 80 OVercome
with excitement and the atrain put upen It, that
it fairly broke down—it parted on the towing
hollard.

Next day, some tlme before low water, three
gallant lads appeared, one of the shipwrighta
baving left the “circus,” his professional services
being no longer requlred on that job. A hole was

{Continued on page 8)
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SHIP BUILDING COSTS CAN BE CUT

Ships could be built as cheaply in Australia as
anywhere else in the world if American methods
were used and Auatrallan rates paid to workmen,
said the Director of Shipbuilding, Rear-Admiral
P. E McNell,

He agreed with the costention of the Asso-
riated Chamber of Manufaciures that shipbuild-
ing costs in Australia were too high, but he
critlcised the comparative Agures quoted by Lhe
Chamber,

Admiral McNeil maid the Agures, comparing
the cost of shipbuilding in Austraiia and in other
countries, conveyed a false impression. 1t was
chvious that the British cost of a desdweight
twn of £21 was in sterling. and consequently
should be 25 per cent, more In Awstralian cur-
rency.

“Ships of the tramp class only were bullt in
Britain for £21 sterling,” sald Admiral MeNeit,
“but the Associated Chamber of Manufactures
compares these with river-type steamers in the
cargo, liner clasa, which in Britain cost about
£35 & ton steriing, and in Australia £68. It will
be Been, therefore, that the cost of ahipbuilding
In Avatralia is not three times as great as in
Britain, although 1t la stll] far too high.”

Explaining the : s for the high coat of
shipbuilding in Australla, Admiral McNeil Baid
that in all Aystralian abipbuilding yerds, except
that owned by the B.H.P. Lid., repair work had

When ships of the 4
« A ¥y A
Navy “heave to”

'\'-QI-'LA_—..L‘ o ° el —_

MILLERS ()
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been given precedence over conatruction, perticu-
larly since December, 1942,

“Construction of ships has consequently heen
subject to frequent interruptions,” he said. “It
has practically been regarded as stand-by work
for men whose primary work ia repairs. The
demand for various kinds of iradesmen on ve-
pairs fuctvates, and, consequently, it is umeful
to have ship construction op hand. Thia arrange-
ment han slowed down consiruction and added
to costa.”

Admiral McNell, who returned at the end of
last year from an inapection of shipyards in the
United States, sald thet if American methods
were used in Australian yvards end the workmen
received Australian rates of pay, Australis could
produce ships as cheaply as yards anywhere else
in the world, or even more cheaply. American
wages were nearly three timea those paid in
Australia,

He found that in America it was the custom
to build merchant ghips in sections on level
ground, the inclined allpway being used merely
for assembly. This resulted in a big saving of
efort.

Buildlng of a ship in sectioas involved welding
instead of rivetting. To empioy that method in
Australia the special welding technique »o BuC-
cessful in the United States during the war would
have to be employed,

BUCHANAN & BROCK PTY, LTD.
SHIP REPAIRERS

Oxy-Acetylene and Elechic Arc Weldens

YARRA BANK ROAD
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘Phone: MX 2201
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cut behind a Bn, and a strop rove through it
snd round the whale. The coir hawser was
secured ta the strop and then there was nothing
for it but to wait for high water.

In due course the towing boata arrived in
anticipation of high tide, and elaborate prepara-
tions were made for an izresistible appeal to the
whale, The steamboat anchored and the diesel
voat tied up alongside her. The 5-inch coir was
run out from whale to the steamboat and hauled
ae tayt as possible. A 2-inch wire was then
secured to the etrop on the carcase of the whale
and this wire waa then stopped along the S-inch
coit et about 6-feet intervals, the eye waa drop-
ped over the towing bollard of the diesel boat,
Whet luck this time?

Excitement waa at fever heat, eapecially among
the cheering kiddies on the heach. The steam-
boat weighed anchor, both boats went ahead, and
amidst the yells aad cheers of the populace, the
obliging mammal came once again te ita natural
element, The sieamboat cast off from the diesal,
and piloted the latter into deep water about
two miles off the coast, where the much-mutilated
and very amelly canase waa at last anchored.
Here the sailorising part of the story ended, but
the Commanding Oficer, R.N.A.S., had a further
word to say, for it was decided that pilots and
ground crews should get to know something of
the assortment of explosives which they had
been carrying round the island for the last two
years on their alreraft, and so planes of various
typea went off with their loads of iafernal
machines, and acored direct hits with small HE.
bomba on the whale,

EPFILOGUE

The whale remained &t anchor for about three
weeks, during which time it rode out a few
gales. One day, during a strong N.E. breeze, It
broke adrift and moved towards the shore.

A steamboat waa sent out to chase it, and it
was discovered that the fesh had decomposed
sa badly that the strop had cut right through
the carcase. . )

The only meana of collecting the “arisings”
would have been by net, and as no net was
available, nothing could be done. The remaina
came to rest on & reef some distance from the
shore, but during the night the wind veered
round to the east, ahd so the whale, in ssveral
portions, put out to sea once more.

That was the laat, both seen and smelled, of
that particular whale, for which everyone con-
cerned was truly thenkful; but then, lt'a all in
the day's work. .

Morah, 14,
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MY VISIT TO H.M.S. "ANSON"

By SIGNALMAN COWLING, N.L.T.D. “Victory"

HAMLS. "Anson,” the siater ship to the flagship
of the Britiah Pacific Fleet lay guietly at anchor
in Sydney Harbour.

I wae one of a detachment of Navy League
Sea Cadete, representing five Depots, which. was
marched oo to Man-ofi-War Steps, where a naval
launch awaited us. This we boarded aad soon
after we were speeding down the harbour. After
a8 quarter of an hour, H.M.8, “Anson” was
sighted In ber new coat of grey-blue paint which
Rleamed and sparkied In the sun, while her ensign
biaxed white against 2 blue sky.

Ax we came alongeide we saw that the guides
were waitlng at the gangway. The Cadets were
divided Inta parties of seven, and our guidea took
us ta the forecastie and explained how the
anchora and cables were worked. After inspect-
ing the capstan gear, our guide took us late
“A" turret, where the 14-lnch guna are housed.
A sailor who was on duty there showed us how
the shells are brought up £ the magarine and
rammed into the breech, and how the hoist brings
up the cordite, which is rammed in behind the
shell. We were alsa shown the rangefinder and
several of ua were allowed to look through It

Having emerged from the Httle trap door on
top of the turret we then proceeded below decka
and were shown the varicus messes, where we
were to have tea. After descending further step
ladders we Anally came to the maln engine room.
This was just a mass of machinery covered with
aabestos, copper piping, dials, and indlcaters.
The Stoler Potty Officer explalned the usea of
varlous sections and told us the meaning of the
diala which were on & bi5, indicator board. This
waa very interesting and [Instructional. The
temperature here was 90 degrees, compared with
76 degrees on deck. Artificial alr currents had
to be kept golng in order to keep the stokera
cooi, After aacending several ladders we came
oo to the Middle Deck, where 83 Mess wan
sltuated. Hare I had tea, consiating of bread and
Jam and fruit cake. During tea one of the rat-
Ings playesd a few tunea on his accardeon.

Ons Cadet washed up, and then our tour con-
Hnued, QOur next siop was 2 Radar Room, whare
a Lieutenant showed us the principlea of radar.

. This [ snjoyed, aa I had never seen anything like

it befare, This was cur last vislt below deck,

We then went on to the bridge, which is the
braln of the ship, because trum here all orders
are given to and received [rom other shipe,
Here we were shown how one ia able to see in
apite of spray by a revolving circle of glass,
slso the shiny speaking tubes inte which the
orders are given, the compass and the helm.
After this we descended a little and T had the
pleasurs of working & asuicide pom.pom. These
pem-poms are of the four-barrelled type, and
are manned by highly efficient gunners, because
they have to stop suicide planes from hitting the
bridge. Needleas to say the gun's crew must be
very fast. While at the pom-poms we were shown
how they worked, and hew the shella were fed
into the gun. It was also expiained to us that
& brown-coloursd glasa is fitted over the sights
59 a8 to be able to see a plane when it is attack-
ing from out of the sun.

Our pext stop was at a director. This looks
like a cylindrical bar crossed by about half a
dozen other bars at right angies, These are the
vyes of the gupa, for when they are moved the
pom-poma or other A.A. guna move electrically
with the director.

Continuing our tour we came to one of the
powerful searchlights. These are worked by
hand, and your shoulder Ata inte 8 curved arm
while you look through the telescope which
serves na a sight

Time was getilng short so we procesded io a
5.25-ineh turret, whers a2 gunnery rating ex-
plained the principle of gun fire. He allowed ua
to look through the turret periscope. This you.
work by twisting the handles sc as to focua
3iroperly, otherwize you would not get the right

ew.

After this we fell in on the Quarterdeck, where
the Commander of the "Anson" chatted with
some of us. Just then a whaler came alongside,
and we helped to boist it, Soon the launch came
alongside and we » barked afier a very enjoy-
able afternoon.

As we were moviag away, I looked back and
saw HM.G. "Anaon" in peaceiime blue-gray, her
decks In the shadaw, her part-holes hlazing with
light and her ensign agsinst the blue aky . . .
a friendly ship in a Erlendly harbour. Soon we
were back at Man-of-War Steps, and, having
disembarked, we were fallen in, told of this essay
by Lieut, Shilcock, mnd dismbsmed.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL COLLEGE

CADET MIDSHIPMEN cre required for the Royal Australian Naval
'College, Flinders Naval Depot. Victoria.,

Every Australian boy who attains the age of 13 years during this
calendar year, and who is physically fit, is eligible to apply.

A _qualifying examination is held in September in the following
subjects: — Arithmetic (Elementary). Geometry, English, History.
Geography, and ONE, but not more than one, of the following;—
Arithmetic (Harder), Algebra, Latin, or French.

" Candidates who qualify at the Educational Examination will be
medically examined and interviewed by a Committee of Officers. Those
selected will join the Naval College in January next for a four years’
course before being appointed as Officers for sea service. '

Full particulars and application forms may be obtained from any
of the following:—

~ The Secretary. Navy Otfice. Melbourne, S.C. 1.
The Naval Ofticer in Charge, Brisbane.
The Naval Officer in Charge. Port Adelaide,
The Naval Officer in Charge. Fremantle.
The Naval Officer in Charge. Hobart,
The Staff Officer (Reserves) 44 Bridge Streetl, Sydney,
The closing date for applications is 15th June.

Navy Office.
Department of the Nervy,
MELBOURNE.

Wersh, 1944 THE MNAYT LLASUN JOHMMAL

SUBMARINE SEEN FROM NEW ANGLE

The Brithah submarine Taurus liet In dry dock o B Hliematinen, Victoria, undergoing
cleaning, The Aoles in the bow are torpedo lubea,
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Storage and
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IT MUST BE.GOOD
IF IT'S PACKED IN . ..

-

JOHNSQN'S TYNE
FOUNDRY PTY. LTD.

Car. _
LORIMER AND TYNE STREETS
SOUTH MELBOURNE

'Phone: MX 2189

MFG, ENGINEERS
SHIP R

UILDERS
SHIP REPAIRERS

There it no camouflege about
glasi-packed products . . . no
venwork about buying them.

ods pashed in glass fell thair
own sales sfory . . . a shaightforward story of
quality which nesds no lmant. R bar,
toa, that glasi-pacied goods offer wrira value,
becsuse avery glais container is re-vsable , . |
gless does not end a1 garbage, it goes on giving
rervice. Ses what you bey and be wre you are
birying the best by always sding fur goeds in
lagi—the one form of packing which is TRANS
PARENTLY honestl

AUSTRALIAN GLASS MFRS. CO.
PTY. LTD.

420-435 SPENCER ST., MELBOURNE. Ph.: F &l01

POSTED LOST

By G. FORT BUCKELE, in “The Seagoer”

The wind that blew strongiy but not viciously
across the North Sea and the Dutch lowlands
around the mouth of the Scheldt still retgined
the keen edge of winter, yat the sun gieamed
on the white Bails of the fuil-rigged ship “Ley-
land Brothers,” in which I was outward bound
from Antwerp, round the Horm, to California.

Every detail of this voyage was ucpressed on
my memory at the time by sheer hardship, and
by the fact that I had only joined the ship an
an apprentice three days before the voyage com-
menced. Since this fine old square-rigger is no
longer cleaving the sens of the world, having
been turned into & buik after being sold to the
Portuguese, it may be ps well to give here a
few particulers of her before telling the story
of my experiences during one of hey moat event-
ful voyages. She wae three-masted and carried
double topsails, single t’gallant spils and royals
on all masts, with 8 sky-sail on the main, Her
gross tonpage wes 2,201 and net 2,238 tons, The
length overall was 320-feet with a beam of 40-
feet; and from keel to truck she measured 220-
feet, making her p “tall ship.” Altbough on this
occasion no miracles of speed were performed,
during a subsequent voyage to Austraiin this

fine full-rigged ship of the last days of sail nearjy
made a record passage.

Leaving Antwerp we were taken in tow by a
powerful tug—which appeared to me ridiculousty
amall for the work it had to perform. Passing
rapidly down the Scheldt, we spread our wings
to the cold but favourable north-easter and scon
left the narrow seas, bound for San Francisco,
fourteen days befory that greal Wesiern cify
was convulsed and practically destroyed by one
of the worst earthquakes and fires sver known.
Curiously enough we carried in our holds a
cargo which was to prove of ineatimable value
to the stricken town—Portland cement. steel
girders and other building materials. Nor did
we know when we started out on thal April mora-
ing that we were desiined 1o be several montha
overdue and posted loat; o show up evenlually,
however, after having been 214 days at sen
without touching port and over four monpths
withoul sighting & ship—nol even hull down on
the horizon.

The 4rst part of the voyage, up to the time
when we were off Rio de Janeiro, way simoal
without event. We were lucky with the Trades,
picking them up earlier and retaining them much

A FULL RIGGED SHIP

Im the Last Daya of Sail
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POSTED LOST

(Continued from previous page)

longer than we might normally bhave expected.
Agein, when croswlng the calms of the Eguater
our luck beld and in consequence it looked na
though we were gping to make a very geod run
to ‘Frisco. Trouble lay ahead of ua, however,
and within o few weeka nil chance of doing ibis
bad failed.

On a previous voyage, the Captain of the
""Leyland Brothers” had come through s most
terrifying experlence, which he refated to the
Mate one evening while I was working on the
poop deck. The four-masted barque, of which
he waa then in command, was caught in o fSerce
squall while under full sall. So far over did sbe
heel that her meils were partly submerged and
her kesl began to mppear above water. Capiain
M—— waa 8¢ certain that sbe bad gone thet he
gave ordem for the boats to be cut ewuy and

“Every man for bimaelf.” Suddenly, however,
the harque righted herself, The crew, without
waitlng for ordera, had let everything go. As
she came up ber yerda were swinging in all
directions and it seemed thst something must
give way under the terrible sirajn. Nothing
broke, however, and within the space of a few
minutes the vessel wus away before the wind.

Although this is a digression, at the tlme
when I overbeard It being reinted, as an impres-
sionable boy, I could visualise with almoat pain-
ful vividress the capaizing of the whole towering
mass of masts, sails, spars and cordege, amid
the shrieking wind and feam-capped waves.

When shresat of Rio de Janeiro we apoke a
homewnrd-bound liner, which passed so close to

ua that the oficer on her bridge wum able to

shout n few words to our Captein through a
megsphone, By 4 strange coineldence there was,
on hoard that liner, a friend of mine—a diascovery
made many years later. This waa the last ship
sighted by us for over four months. Qur Iuck
began to chifige, and it came with s terrific
squell from out of m blue-black wall of cloud
when off the River Plate,

In this Pampero the goose-neck of our main
lower topsail yard carried away and it seemed
that further disaster waa threatened, The yard,
an iron one end extremely heavy, was banging
in mid-alr supported only by the topsail sheeta.
The shlp wea rolllng and pitching heavily and
every time she did so the yard swung forward
and upward, describing In {ts Aight en arc of
from Afteen to twenty feet. For an imatant It
would remain almost motlonless st the full
stretch of the sheets end then come crashing

BIRT & COMPANY
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back ageinat the maat with a resounding thud
thet shook the heavy spar and could be bemrd
from end to end of the ship.

Orders were given for the watch to ga aloft
and secure |t—a very difficult and hazardous bit
of work, Eventually we succeeded, however, in
leshing it to the mest und there it was allowed
to rest awaiting an improvement in the weather.

Tastead of abating, however, the wind Increased
in force until [t was blowing a steady half gale,
Captain M——decided that the yord must he
sent down lmmediately. In view of the weather
copditions he ahandoned any idea of getting It
on deck and geve orders ta swing It out over-
board mnd cut It adrifi.

It wes during this operation that we witnessed
one of the most extraordinery exhibltions of 3
temporary ‘“black out" of o man's mind that I
can posalbhly conceive. As will be readily appre-
¢lated, the cuttng adrift of the yard wes the
worst part of the whole business and required
the greatest care. Realising this fact, Mr. Blla-
borough, the Chief Mate, hed entrusted the job
t¢ the most experlenced band oo bowrd. Every-
thing waa ready and we Biood by to let her go."
When the order carme the man reised his knife
and cut the fall above the hand by which he was
‘hoddimg on.

Away went the yard and the seaman with it
How he managed to get clewr of the tackle and
genr attached to the yard as K dropped and
dived beneath & wave is & mysiery. But succeed
he did, and almost hefore the ¢ry of "Man over-
board" bhed sounded along the decks he re-
appeared on the surfece af the sen. Two lines

were thrown (¢ him in quick suceesalon, but in
each case they fplled to reach him. The Second
Mate then ran ta the end of the poop and threw
a third one. Thia time the man was able to graap
It just as he was passing astern. He told us
afterwards that bis mind went completely blank
f“ the moment when he was about to cut the
il

With n view to replacing the lost yard the
sbip was headed for Montevideo. We had not
been long on our new course, however, before
head winds were encountered. Heaven Imows
that these are bad encugh at any time, but,
disabled as we were, the ship could not be sailed
close to the wind. We were, in fact, compelled
to reduce sail to counteract her tendency to yaw.

(To be concluded in next issue)
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as wore by Navy League Sea Cadet Officers.

SYDNEY SEA CADETS VISIT
HM.S. "ANSON"

A party of 50 Navy League Sea Cadets drawn
Irom all Depots visited the Royal Navy's latest
battleship one Sunday afterncen it late January.

Sunday, 27th of January was 4 gale day for
the party of Cadets who visited H.M.S, “Anson.”
She wan lying down the harbour, off Double Bay
and the party was transported from Man-of-War
Steps in a sbip's launch., Cadsts begar to gather
at the ateps over an hour before the time to fall
in, and all were ready well before the proper
time. When they were fallen in the Cadets werg
told of the arrangements made for the visit by
one of the ship'a officera, who bhad come wshore to
hest them.

They were then marched on to the pier to
board the launch, The detaila of the visit wre
very well described in the article by » Cadet
which follows. Arrangements were made on
beard for the Cadets to be shown how the ship
is fought and steered. For tea the party was
split up among the varicus Stokers' Messes, each
of which entertained four or five Cadets to tea.

After tea the tour of the ship continwed unti}
it was time for the party to muater befors leav-
ing the ahip. Ap unplanned incident added to
the intereat of the visit bert, as a whaler which
had been practising for the regatta came along-
side and bad to be hoiated. There were very
few hands available &t the time and se the
Cadets were employed to hoist it . . . their fcat
renl job in the Navy!

They all appeared to enjoy the visit and all
learned a lot. The following article won the prize
of one pound offered for the best article written
by a Cadet about the visit. It shows quite clearly
the interest taken and the amount learnt by the
Cadeta. The writer in Stgnalman B. B. Cowling,
of North Sydney Depot, who is aged ffteen-and-
a-half

~—I1.G.8

»
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INTRODUCTION TO MARINE
ENGINEERING

A. Funge Smith (Arnold, London: Five shillings)

The author, a Commander (E) in the Royal
Navy, has sét out to produce & simple beok on
ull wspects of marine engineering, and he hay
succeeded very well, The book deals with every
branch of the subject, including air compressom,
evaporatorn, wnd refrigerators. The author dea-
cribes both paval and merchant service practice,
without confusing the issue, The book is clearly
illustrated mnd written so that it is eaay to
understand, It is & pity that the first chapter
has been "written down' te the reader, as it
gives & false impression about the remainder of
the book. I can thorpughly recommend this book

MARFLEET &k WEIGHT
PTY. LTD.
MANUFACTURING ENGINEERS

Mabers of
Elaciric Craner, Winchar snd Winden, Drap Stamp
and Snduitria} Furnaews, Praumatic and
Pewar Hameman,

SPECIALISTS IN HEAYY MACHINING

FLOCKHART 5T., ABBOTSFORD, N.9,
YICTORIA

“Phena: 4041

to all young stokers who find the *Machi
Handbook" too dry, and for Sea Cadets it is
just what is required as a text book for mechani-
cal training classes.
—J.G.S5,
“ENDEAVOUR" DEPOT, WOOLLAHRA (J.
Joynes, Acting O.C.).
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WHAT OF THE FUTURE ?

The Anglo-American Loan Agreement may
have only a distant, far-of and problematic
impact oo tbe Britisk Navy, But it bas, at
leant, by implication, the possibility of such an
impast. If the opponents of the loan are even
partially correct in their diagnosis, the whole
futere of the British Empire must cagse the
gravest anxiety to those whe think ahead. If
the supporters of the loan have the right end
of the stick, the future is scarcely less charged
with anxiety, Neo one, neither Mr Dalton, nor
Sir John Anderson, nor Winston Churchill, aer
Mr. Erneat Bevin approaches the loan otherwise
than with caution and misgivings, And if we
should find ourselves unable to discharge these
debts of henpur, which we are oow forced to
pile upon other debts still undischarged, or even
if, in order to keep faith, we should be reduced
to cutting our own expenditures to the knuckle,
it is only tpo probable that the Britlsh Navy
would auffer, .

1n the past, after every war, the chesse-parers
have been apt to turn firat on the Navy in order
to cut natlonsl expenditure. The great and
glorlous Navy, which has, during and after every
war we have waged, been proclaimed ns a sheet
anchor of pur security, as our sure shieid, as the

impregnable defence to our esspential moat, our
bulwark against extinction and our life-line in
war, han very scon been forgatten. Our ships
have been acrapped, our fleeta have been put on
» care and maintenance basis, we have cut sasen-
tial expenditure of fuel for fleet exercises, and of
ammunition for gunnery practice. We have
thrown our seamen, both of the Royal Navy
and the Merchant Navy, on the scrap-heap of
unemployment and we have deprived our officers
of 8 career and left them with an exiguoua pen-
alon to struggle in mn overcrowded market for
thoae civilian joba for which their professional
training had given them little aptitude.

Are all these dreadful things to bappen again?
It seems at the momeat more than a pessibility.
It seems at the moment ae if the Navy League
—which may well itse)f have a hard struggle
to keep alive and kicking in a geoerally im-
poverished society — might have, before many
years are gone, & task of awakening and warn-
ing and sampaigning as great as any which it
hap undertaken in the past, if not greater and
more critical than all that have gone bafore.

There are also the Navies of the Dominiona,
and of India, These have praoved themseives an
esaentin]l part of victory, They have won great

-



[ i

THE HAYY LEASUE JOIMIMAL

Aprh, 1946

BIRT & ICOMPANY
(PTY.} LIMITED

¢ BRID@E STREET, SYDNEY, NS.W
PO. BOX 41, &FO.
L]
Ama o

4 Eagle Strasy, Rrishaps: Musgrave Cald Starm
Syoplay Straad, Sauth Relebans.

SHIPPING AND GENERAL AGENTS

Cockatoo Docks &

Engineering Co. Ptv
Ltd.
Contractornt to . ..

H.M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Shig-builders, Marina & Eonquo=--
Ganaral

lnquir‘ilﬂ invited
i COCKATQO ISLAND
| SYDNEY
Phone : W 1941 (10 lines}

-

glory. They have shown their complete effi-
ciency in ships and crews and action. Th_ey have
come into thelr own. They may survive and
even go forward while the Raoyal Navy lt_sel£
may be cut to the bone. But in what guise®
With what object? Under which flag?

(The mbove ig isken from the Editorial of
~the NAVY™ of January, 1948. Our readers
are invited to ponder it}
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THE ECLIPSE OF THE N.YK.

No better example could be provided of the
futility of Japan's decision to sacrifice the solid
bone of commercial prosperity for the shadow
of military grandeur and loot then the eclipse
of the Nippon Yusen Halsye, possibly ita final
extinetion. M. Terni, the president, has admitted
that when Japan surrendered the Company had
only two ships Jeft of the magnificent fleet with
which it started the war: the fruits of sixty
years' sirenuous effort have been lost.

It was in 1885 that the Nippon Yusen Kaisya
was formed, on the orders of the Japanese Gov-
ernment, by the amalgamation of the Mitsubishi
Kaisya, which had started its roaritime side in
1871, and the Kyodo Unyo HKailsys which hed
been established in 1881 with the Japanese Gov-
ernment a8 the principal shareholder. All the
arrangements made with the constituent com-
panies and the NY.K. whep it was formed, had
a strong military bias and in the early days of
Japanese aggression the Army looked entirely to
them for its transport, Until the time of the
amalgamation both companies had meaintained
local services only, but ‘the N.Y. K. immediately
opened new lines to Korea and North China
snd six years later to the Philippines, with oc-

jong) sallings to Australie.

The firgt big move was made in 1892 when
the Bombay service was inaugurated as being
the Arst regular Japanese overseas steamship
service of any importance. Its progress was
checked by the requisitioning of practically the
whole fieot for the 1894 war against China, but
in 1898, under the Shipbulldlng Encouragement
Law and the Navigation Encouragement Law
which had just been passed, the Company se-
cured a big subaidy, with plenty of conditiona
attached to it, and opeped fortnightly services
between Japan, London and Antwerp; and
Japan, Hong Kong end Seattle, and a monthly
service to the Philippines and Auvetralia, They
were allowed to obtain the Arst tonnage that
was necessary in British yards, and to engage
British navigators and englneer officers while
) the Japanese were belpg trained, but they were
 bound to encoursge the pative product at the

firat oppertumty. The European service was
} by far the most important and demended six-

een ships of round about 6000 tons; the frst
Japenese built to plans purchased from Mesars.
Harland & Wollf, was 8172-ton “Hitachi Marg,”
of 1898. TIn 1900 & new 10-year subsidy agree-
ment was signed, incremming the povernment
payment but demanding new standards for the
Bombsay., European and Seattle sgrvices. This
agreement was producing big reaults when the
outbreak of the Husso-Japenese War in 1904
again checked progress through no less then 42
of the Company’s beat ships being requisitioned
by the Japanese Navy, of which eleven ships
were loat. After the war the standards of the
European gervice were improved and severnl of
the older shipa which had maintuined it were
trunsferred to the Bombay run. The service
was again improved in 1910 and u new route
was started to Caicutta

During the first German War the Company's
tonnage was withdrawn as far as possible from
the services which entailed any risk and de-
voted to Glching 1rade (rom Japen's allies who
had to secrifice it for the wear effort. Special
attenilon was paid to the Indian tradea and the
capital of the company was repeatedly in-
creased to cover the increased scope,

Between the two wars furiher greal improve-
ments were effected with Government ossist-
ance, much of which was carefully kept secret,
and other Japanese companies were absorbed
with the encouragement of the authorities, The
compeny took up the building of motorships
with enthusiesm and the absorption of the rival
Toyo Kaisen Kaisya with its importapt San
Francisco service caused it to build the biggest
snd finest ships under the Japanese flag to
cover that rup.  Under insiruction from the
Japepese Government it had to submit to some
of its servicea being transferred to rlval Jap-
&nese companies, but it still continued to do
very well. The scrap-and-build subsidy poliey
inaugurateds for the benefit of the Japanese
Navy, wilh very exacting demands for trlal
speeds, caused the construction of & number of
exceptionally fast cargo motorships which were
duly commiasioned hy the Navy and which have,
apparently, been sacrificed without exception.
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THE EDGE OF THE ABYSS ’

When Roger Bacon persisted In his inqulries
into the mysteries of gunpowder he waa seni to
prison for practising magic. To-dsy DO one Sug-
gestn that the soientists who invented the

atomle bomb should be put under lock mad key, .

the there are many who have been more
dist‘:nsr:ed by the possible misuse of their _lp\ren-
tion than relieved by ita coniribution to vietory.
But it is no more rational to blame soientisis
for their work on the stomic bomb than to
blame the frat inventora of a high explosive
shell, or a rifle, or & bow and srrow. Indeed
the scientists ought not to be blamed nt all.
By this last contrivance of theirs they nave
opensed our ayes to something it wes very neces-
sary we should understand. They have made
clear beyond the possibility of doubt e truth
which abould have been clear without the Inven-
tion—that mny repetition of worid war wauld
mean masg sulcide, the end of civilization,

Did it reaily need this last mpectacular dla-
covery to convince um that apother world war
would mean nothing less than that? H_ava we
been through six years of war, fought with pre-

WESTCOTT HAZELL
ENGINEERING & STEEL
PTY. LTD.

»

MELBOURNE — SYDNEY — ADELAIDE

A Nation-wide Service

s —— i —C— —

atomic wespons, and observed ita aftermath,
without understanding that anything worse—
and any future war was Bure to be worse -
would Inevitably destroy human soclety? The
power of offensive weapona in 1845, without
the atomic bomb, was many times ss great as
in 1939; snd in 1936 It was many fimes a8 great
at in 1918, How much grealer would it have
been, In mny ceme, twenty years hence? We
pave hed our experience. We have seeh Eovmes,
factorles, machloery, rojiing-stock, ships, and all
the gools that men use destroyed on & colossal
scale. We have seen whole nations {mpoverished,
degraded, and weakened ip body nnd mind, We
have seen far-spread confusion, economic and
politicsl, into which we are painfully endeavour-
ing to inject elements of order. Cah aby reason-
able person doubt that another, and inevitabiy
more destructive war than this, would mesn
anything less than the end of civillzaton?

This iy what we slready knew, or ought to have
ynown. The phepomenon of the atomic bomb
was a [rightful dramatic occurrence which opened
our eyes, and compelled us to ect the realities

Bettsr and Britith . . .

*HOFFMANN"
Ball and Roller

"TIMKEN"
Teparad Roller Roerings

BEARING SERVICE CO. OF AUST,
PTY. LTD.

33 WENTWORTH AVENUE, SYDNEY
‘Phones: M 5038, MA bAI|

without any possibility of self-deception. It
showed us, what should have been evident be-
fore that another world war would bring uni-
versal final ruin. It wan & new discovery, but
it produced not & new kind of terror but simply
the old terror om s vaster scale

It is an obvicus necesaity ta control thin seeret
but it would be n grave mistake to suppose that
by simply rocking it up and guarding [t we
shall be immune from danger. The Germans
were al work on many inventions and had made
much progrees in the use of long-distance rocket
bombe. Whe could be certaip that an evil future
aggressor might nol Wee hacierlological warfare
through conveyora released thousands of miles
from the target? Radje-lnvention, ac much
developed in recent years, is atill in its infaney.
Whe can be certain that powerful death-rays
may hot be invented capable of being directsd
from moy place sgninst any target? The pos-
sibilities are infinite and at present incalculable.
All we do know, and know [or certain, is that
there is mo limit to man‘s future destructive
power, and thet it is already so far advanced
that apnother world war would be the end.

If the atomic bomb has compelied us to fnce
this fact it bas done a great service. It has
convinced ws, ma the Lord Chancellor seid the
other day, that “only by cobstituting ourselves
into an ordered mociety can the nations mave
themseives from destruction.” And that surety
meann not only that the nations must organize
themselves for security, and the negatlve task
of stopplng war, But for the positive taska of
living together in the constructlve tanks of
peace.

Both of these aspecis of fuiure co-operatlon
have to be considered together. The natlona
bave to make themselves an safe am may be
against violence, but in the long run they will
oely succesd [f they are collestively efficient
in promoting prosperity. Science will be needed
for bath purposes. The British Foreign Secre-
tary, Mr. Bevin, commenilng recently or the sug-
geatlon that the mecrecy of the atomic bomb
should be left with the Military Staffs Com-
mittee, replled that the civil authoritles must
predominate, and he would not be prepared to
see control kanded over to the milltary author-
jties at mll. But he did not stop there. He
went on: "It is not only the atomic bomb but
the whole sdvance of sclence in the feld of
war which must be controlled. That is the tamk

of the world organisation.” Nor was that sll.
He wes evidently remembering that the sureat
safeguard againat war was the perfecting of
peace. "Scientiats did not split the atom,” he
spid, “for the purposes of war; and the world
organisation must pot be encouraged - mersly
to mtop the scientists for that would be dlsas-
troua.”

Surely he was right. . The only cure for evils
that bave nmrisen through the discoveries of
acience is more and more science, The atomic
energy, which may destroy Hiroshima or Naga-
sakl in & few minutes, will also be direcled to
drive enginea and increase a thousand-fold the
power required for industry and transport. By
its proper organized ume human want may be
eliminated from the world Throughout the per-
jod of reconstruction we shall need the help of
scientista on the greateat scale, for it will be
Indispenanble in diacovering the way to prosper-
ity, snd prosperity is one of the essentisl con-
ditions of future peace.

All our plans for the future have to be based
on this prime necesaity of mverting war, Stand-
ing as we do on the edge of s velcano, how
can we be secure? It [a certain that the world
Security Organjzatlon must take control of the
secret of the atomic bomb, and must assume
wide powers for preventing it exploitation, in-
cludicg far-reaching powers of ibapection. But
that will not be epough. It will bave to be
constantly watchful in regard to any other
inventions which might lead to the production of
new dangerous weapons, and for this purposs It
will require the services of highly efficient scien-
tists. But even that will not be enough. While
constant vigilapee will be necessary against the
cobtrivences of potential aggressors, whether
heads of States or free-labce gangwters, it must
be remembered that this s oply the negative
approach to peace. The poaltlve approach is
that which aims at eliminating the will to war.

Here we have s tesk which is not purely or
prizuarily scientific, We are justifled in assert-
{ng emphatically that science is not the enemy,
even if [t can show how to blow up the solar
system; that we need not lesm, but more sience;
that it must be given every possible support
and encouragement Bo that it may increase the
produciiveneas and proaperity of mankind. But
it id not ita function to give um good mkms or
bed aims, io eliminate the will to war. to make

{Cortinued on page 10)
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NAVY LEAGUE SEA CADET CORPS
{Voluntary) NS.W.

"VICTORY" DEPOT, North Sydnsy (J. A Wil-
ligma, C.0.).

"WARREGQ" DEPOT, Wootwich {(R. Crosskill,
Q.C.),

"PERTH" (lwte “Vendetta"), Manly (P. H.
Tobitt, C.0.),

"AUSTRALIA" DEPQT, Henley (W. L. Ham-
mer, C.0.).

“SIRIUS* DEPOT, Comnelis
Round, C.0.).

‘CA]&IBER.RA DEPOT, Orange (J. P. Finegan,

Ao N

"ENDEAVOUR"

Joynes, C.0.).
Boys between the ages of 10 and 17 years
wishing to join, should make application to Com-
manding Officera any Saturday sfterncon.

Copy of the “Sea Cadet Log,” the official or-
gan of the Canadian Navy League Sea Cadet
Corps, has reached us. In it pages is revealed
the wide-spread activites of the Corps. and the
very cobsiderable success that has been and is
being achisved.

L] L *

Lieutenant J. G. Shilcoek, R.N., during his
stay in Sydney, is doing & splendid job of work
in the interests of our Sea Cadet Corps.

News comes from England aed South Africs
that the Sea Cadets thgre are being re-organ-
jsed to meet pence-time peeds. One of the main
objectives I8 uniformity of Sea Cadet iraining
which, under the pew symtem, soon will be com-
mon to every Sea Cadet Corps In the British

Empin..

Point (G. W.

DEPOT, Woollahra {J.

THE NAYT LEAGES JBdmmAl

Foge ¢

NEWS

Sea Cudets in Sydpey, in sddition to routine
work at thelr several depots, recently have co-
operated with the Police Department in & Youth
Campeign, attended Church Parades, the Youth
Carnival at Manly and other functions of n
public churacter.

N.LT.D, "Sirlua" is warmly congratulated on

" the general excellence of its mudited Statement

of Accounts [or the year ended 31.12.1945,

L - -

Commander L. E Forsyth, of the "Sydney"
Training Establiahrent, Spapper Island, has
given valuabie aid to our Sea Cadet Corps, and
the Navy League takes thiy opportunity of re-
cording its appreciation.

VISIT BY LT. SHILCOCK, R.N. OF

. H.M.S, "ANSON"

By arrangemsnt with the Presidest, Lt. Shil-
mkﬂdtedtheﬂhckﬂockCommymlWed-
neadsy evening in company with Mr. Mook,

Subsequently the visitor attended the Satur-
day afternoon parade and = concert by the
Cadets 1t nid of & Memorinl Fund

Lt. Shileock was very intereated in the parades
and informed Mr. Monk that the Company was
rather good He mixed very well with the Cadets
and gave a lecture regarding the League aetivi-
ties and methods in England. At the coneert he
was back-stage and assisted with lighting, ete.

Befors leaving, Lt. Shileock gave the Secretary
& syllabus of tralning as lald down by the
Admirgity and stated that he would correapond
:;l due course mnd forward mny Information of
ue. .
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ALEX H. MACKIE
Enginowr

9-11-13 THERRY STRENT
MELEOURNE

Matal Stumpings of o
Descriptions for the Mator
ond  Aiplane Industries
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details of eventa in diatant parts of the worid,
ia beginning half-consclously to thiuk_ of him-
self aa parl of a society of buman beings. He
has not lost. nor does he wish lo loae, any of
the intimacy and richness of his own national
consciousnesa, but he is in procesa of becoming
aware of & wider citlzenship, capable of embrac.
ing &n inBnite variety of typea, hut also uni-
versal, wortd-wide,

In this direction we are beginning to move.
sometimes gropingly, sometimea gdeliberately.
“We have akirted the edge of the abyss, but tracka
which lead to asfety are opening before us, The
higher organiam of society, which includes all the
nations just 88 the natlon includes all the fam-
Iijea, ia coming inte existence and commanding
our allegiance. Thers will be no safety unless
the same sort of devotion as we Eive io the
nation is slso given to humanity. )

{The sbove article in taken from “'Britain
To-day.” Publlshed in Auatralia by Angus
& Robertson Lid., Sydney, to whom inquiries
should be addressed.)

Appearance of Ratings in
Uniform

The following points ahouid be noted by ail
eoncernsd:

Cap t¢ be worn at a reasonsble angle, NOT
vfgt-a-back,” and pol to be diatorted out of
shape. Eyelets to be over the ears. Chin Stay
1o be correct tength, and sewn in positlon, NOT
threaded through the eyeleis. Cap Ribbon Lo
be worn with the centre letter In line with the
centre seam of the cap, and & neal bow under
the eyeleta on the left side. The cap ril':'nbon lﬁ
NOT to be visibly joined, or lo have & "tiddley
bow over part of the lettering.

Hair cut shorl and properly brusbed, No
ngideboarda’ to be worn. Face clean and
shaved. .

Collar tv be clean and pressed. The lape Lo
be neatly and securely sewn on. The caollar ie
not to be "Medlterrancan Blue" or scrubbed
nearly white.

Lanyerd to be clean {ahoutd be washed daliy)
and worn ia correct BervicZ mAanner.

to be joined benealh the collar, and form
a s‘1,“:::; 2 lncjh #duff bag" iz fronl. Shoutd be

neatly premaed.

Jumper to be weil brushed, and not cul down
in front. Badges lo be sewn firmly om, BquUare,
and in the correct position. Tapea to be tied
in a bow, the ends of which are Lo be 1% to 2
inchea long. Buttons on the cuffe to be frmly
gewn on, end done up.

Flannel to be clean and pressed.

Trousera to be well brushed and properly
pressed.

Boots or Shoes are to be well polished. and
taced in the regulation manaer.

White Scarves may be worm on leave wilh
overcosts, oilskin or watarproofl coals. They
should NOT be worn otherwise.

FOR 66 YEAIRS

the

MERCANTILE MUTUAL
insurance Coy, Ltd.

an Australian Institution has been
providing security for the homes of
the people, its motic being

“SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC”

cotection of Insurance Policies ahips sail the
Ecl:frﬁ.‘ht wnd :?r trans moves, men work, und
homes and factories are built and mieguarded.  Injuries
are compensated and dimres relieved.

losursnct in & contrac of good fith,

dn used o umsist in the development of the
%&n{: ln:lnri& gur properties are beld in trom lor
the protection of our Policy Holder.

Fire, Marine, Accident, Motor Car
and
Househoiders', House-Oomers
{Combined} Insurance

’

Crops, Stacks, Pencing, Pluvius
All Classes of Agricultursl Insurance

: ET. SYDNRY
Hesd Office: 117 PITT ST:.’I*O' - o,
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»y any of tw Companrs 00 Agantl traimed Mo giva
“Service to the Public”

April. 194 ™I

WAVY LUASDS JONEMAL

Page 11

r
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MFG. ENGINEERS - -
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SHIP REPAIRERS

" DULUX"

for Toughness
and Durablllty

The scira  durability
and toughness of "'Du-
ko' are to a great
BAPCP]  extent dus to the
z - unique ferhbility of

the *Dulu"' Film—"Dubux does not go britte
like ordinary finithes. “Dulux" it indeed the
mott durable nen-fading finish yeu can use.

AL

Tha Sywiiketlc Finlsh
Supeniades
Enamahy
apd
Yarnithes

A Prodmsl of Bribah A
Fiy. 1,

men love their neighbours, or to bestow the
power of happiness. Science alone will not save
uwa, It will be good to have splendid transpori
seroplanes plying between country and country;
radar o guide us eafely through darkness; iele-
vision which will enable ua (o walch the speaker
overseas who ia talking to us on the redio; and
electric curreal generated by atomic power which
will give cheap power and warmth and light to
the remotesi parte of the worid. All this will be
good. It will tend te abolieh poverty, privation,
and friction. But it will not be epough, There
will be needed siso something elre—a moral
quality, & apiritual qualily—call it what you
will—by virtue of which cations will ideniify
their own welfare with that of other nations and
learn te think amd bebave internationally.

It is not likely Lhat there is any single road
to the attainment of thle kind of undarstanding.
But all posaibie waya lowarda it muat be delib-
erately explored and atudied, for it will not be
achleved without conscious effort; and a apecial
responeibliity Iles upon Lhe leaders of thought
ja all coualries to promote it. It should enter
Into education. History should not be so taught
as falpely to glorify one'®s owm country at the
expense of olhers, Geography ahould essume Lhe
importapce it deserves In & humans education.
There should be a much more generous exchazge
of atudents between country and country. For-
eign travel musl be stimulaled. The recepilon
of broadeaata from distant lamdy wmust be im-
proved. The Preas will give far more allention
to international affairs, There should be an
inlensive effort to promote the interchange of
booke and mhgazines beiween country and coun-
try; and more travelling piclure exhibitions,
theatrical companies, orchestras, and concert
parties; more international tenmis tournaments,
foothall, beseball, and cricket contests and
all thal makea for the aharing of pleasure and
the communication of iaate.

The worid hag become a amalller piace than
it was, and the war haes taughl every one to
realize thia. It is no longer posajble for us to
live imeular or provincial lives shutmup within
the confines of a purely national soclety. Al the
highest level the necessity has been realized of
sstting up a plobal organization aych as that
plesnned at San Freacisco, around which will
grow up & host of other organizations engaged on
international work. Omn & lower level svery
single individval, whko has been walching lhe

“
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POSTED LOST
By G. FORET BUCKLE
{Concluded frozm last lagy:)

Afier beating about for seventeen days and being
oo nearer our goal, Captein M decided to
sbandon the attempt to enter Montevideo and
aet & cburse for the Horn. He bed in mind that
it driven to it we could make for Port Stanley
is the Felkland Tpianda. Everyone on board
reelised that if we were compelied to do this it
might mean that our voyage would be prolonged
te an plerming degree whilat waiting for the
new yard {o be fitted. So we etood aouth again
with the galling thought that we had wasted
seventeen days of feir wind. When looking back,
cne capnot help feeliog admiration for the man
who had the coursge to make puch g decision and
to stick to It 30 grimly. Captain M—— certainly
took a great responsibility. We did not put inte
the Falkland Islands, nor did we make any
attempt to do aso.

It wes ebout ten weeks before we cleared the
Horp. During the whole of that time we en-
countered the worst of weather and acarcely aaw
the aun. We were driven miles off our course
to the south'ard and esst'ard by the combination
of head winda mnd currenta, eventually foding
ourseives within the Antarctic Circle, In these
latitudes the ghip remained for six weeks, during
which time several zembers of the crew auffered
from severe fromtbite. Fortunately the weather
improved considerably, otherwise we ahould have
fared badly. We bad so much ice on board that
the ship became completely eoveloped. There
Was not @ mast, apar, rope, or inch of the deck
vigible, and the life linea were Bo comted with
ice thet it wea about aa much ms one could do
te get an arm over them. For more than eight
days we were at the mercy of the wind. For-
tunately, it did not change direction during thia
time, bad It done 50 we should heve been power-
leas. Not & brace or halyard would work, and
the apils—frozen stif—were bellied out as if
drawing a seven knot breeze,

Some weeks later, just as dawn was bresking,
we aighted Cape Horn to leeward and rounded
it on & “soldier's wind.” It is interesting to note
bere thet when off Velparaiso we encountered &
tidel wave of fair proportions. Thia would have
been just mbout the time that the earthquake
otcurred thers.

We bhad now left storma and ice well behind
us, but not trouble. The crew were beginning to
show the Ul-effects of the time they bad heen
through. The firat to go down was the coloured
steward. He was not g young maen, bad been
Zoing to sea for wany years, and had been ship-
wrecked on two or three ocesmsiona. Once he
bad been the sole aurvivor. When teking his
Supper to bis bunk one night, while he lay LI,
be told me the story of his ghastly experience:
8 story of days in en open boat in the tropica
tortured by thirst; of men going mad eround
him and atiacking one another, And he explained
to me how he managed to retain his sanity by
continually taking off hia woollen vest and wet-
tiog it in the mea. By this method he wea able
te keep under control the appelling desire to
drink ses water—and 8o Bvoid the terrible resclta
of such an aet,

The weather that we had experienced duripg
the past three months cauped “tuberculosis to
flare up, s0d withic & few days we buried him
at zea. Just about this time we sighted & "bosun, "
thet bird of ill-omen, and many were the pro-
phesies made on board of il-fortupe yet io come.

Before we were clear of the tropics we ren
short of water in ‘spite of the fact that all
reasonable precautions, including retioning, bad
been taken i protect the supply. Although we
were a-yet far from being short of food we
were es-yet far from being short of food we
had been forced, as a precaution, to ration this
also. We stlli bad plenty of aalt beef, but no
veriety in the food we were getting—not that
there were & lot of changes under ordinary con-
ditions, We meanaged, however, to cateh aod
Blore some rain water. But it wee reslly aimost
undrinkabic, and there was not wuch of it, under
2 quert a day per man for everything, even tha
lme-juice issne. We all began to Xmow the
meaning of real thirst

In order io keep this within bearsble limiia
we took tufne in shtting in a berrel into which
sed water was being pumped and allowed to Sow
out again. We did this ip the dog watch. Every
man was allowed three or four minutes in the
berrel—minutes of sheer ecstnsy. Before the
voysge waa over we ran short of oil, tobaces
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NETTLEFOLDS PTY. LTD.
SUNSHINE, YICTORIA

[ —

Best wishes from . . |
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LTD.
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EOB LICCIARDO,
LEADING FRUITERER

Finest quality fruit “and vegetables.
Orders callod for and delivered anywhere,

aaytime,
Special rates for Guert Houser, Hospitals and
Institutions,
#1 TOORAK ROAD, &Y.

Win, 5I5D

and matches. Ta save the oll we resorted ta
maliing without side-lights, keeping them handy,
but unlighted. A couple of boxes of matches
were kept aft and guarded an if they had been
gold. There was only one box among the whole
crew and this was auctioned acd fetched a pound.
But, an the seller had to receive payment In
klad out of the slop chest, and the purchaser
to aupply the much-needed matches for the
fo'e'sle lamp, 1 do not think there was much In
the deal

Within a very short time practically every
member of the crew was down with scurvy or
worse — berl-beri, Mr. Bilaborough, the Mate,
woas one of the moet serlously saffected by this
latter disease, 1 have never seen & map in such
a sinte. He was swollen to dropsical proportions,
and his eyes Beemed to have disappeared mto
a couple of cavitles. Nor did these two diseanes
complete the total of our medical problems. We
als¢ encountered an eye trouble, the name of
which is unknown to me, but it conalsted of the
eggn of some fly being depoalted on the under
surface of the eyelld The suffering endured by
the wictim can beat be lmagined. Some of the
crew also hed symptoms uncomfortably ilke
those of sleeping sickness. These men were never
really under medical observation for the simple
reason that when we eventuslly reached pert
they disappeared over the side Into the boats of
the boarding-bouse masters, as wos usually the
case with crews in the old-tims sailing shipa.
Officially, therefore, the disease could not have
been recognised.

The two great dificultles with which Captaln
M—— had to contend were to keep the crew auff-
clently fit to work the ship, and to keep their
spirtts up. Of the two, the latter waa certainly
the harder. During thls time ! witnesmed several
fights that started for ne other reason than ‘that
a man took a dislike to another's face. Fortu-
nately. they were feellng Iar from well and the
fAghts ended before they had really got going.
The strain that Captain M—— went throagh can
best be judged by the fact that his hair, which
was jet blagk when I joined the ship at Antwerp,
turned almast white during the seven months at
Bea.

We were now, at long last, getting within
sight of the end of the voyage and were begin-
ning to congratulate gurselves on this fart when
we were again faced with disappointment. With-
in three days’' salling of 'Frisco we struek head
winds and spent the next elght wecks running

e

April, 1948 I'I"l|l NAVY -LLAGES JOwmNAL Fage 10

towards and away from that =='==‘=—l_l

e o o, i Kot B Aust) |
[ ko It, but be

to render much uﬂm;oe a8 n¢ ope ::ﬂdu:z: POELS & co' ( +')

aboard for reasons of quarantine,

Afewdayulaterwslg:htedtheﬂm
schooner “Mindore.” Her Captain tt.trne:lri ?E;
to be 2 good fellow, We slgnalled him aaklng for
betp. He hove-to, and this time we dropped a
boat and rowed acrome to the schooner. About
baif wn bour later the bont returned taden tg
Ity gun'ales with potatees, onlona and ather

Nor would the Captain of the “Mindora”
{ake mny payment. This foed, kept for the sole
us¢ of the men l'howeremoatinneedofit,
bad amazing results. The change in their condl-
tlons wes marked There cap be no doubt that
manxotthecrewhadmthmkthe&ptatnof
the "Mindoro” for saving their llves, Certalnly
Mr. Bilﬂx_:mugh would never have Uved to reach
2::1 hm:n it :-.jOt been for the vegetables, I soaked

ans negar and gave him

pound & day oEnr B well over a

Ou November 4th we reached th Go!
and here encountersd the Gupboat f?rml?é:o?;m
;&ich had tb:en uendtl out by the United Statea
vernment +¢ search f . Hi
v mearch | :u_ltl cwever, we made
AttheumetlmeuthsPortDoctorarriwd
:a;:terboazl:hocamea]omsuidetoﬂlw
aks. Bellove it or not, we all sat reund buck:
dfgiling dguh water! ot
a 80 the 214 days’ voymge from Ant
to San Franclace of the "T.-eyl:gfi Brothen.welrnp
falrnesa to her Captain, oficers and crew—and
there may be some old Bhipmates who will read
this—it should be noted here that very shortly
after thim terrihle vayage she All but made a
record pastage to Aunstralia, missing dolng s
by & mere two or three tays, deaplte being be-
calmed on the Line for well over & fortnight,

REMEMBER OUE ADVERTISERS)

We azk you to Neap (8 ming tha Arma
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PRICE &4,

POST-WAR PLANS FOR
THE SEA CADETS

At an Executive Committee meeting of the
Navy League (N.SW, Branch) recently, & pro-
gramme of expanalon and improvement was
approved. The Navy League Sea Cadet Corpa,
which was founded in Sydoey in 1020 is to be
split up, in order to serve ita pims better.

The Sea Cadet Corpe will cater for lada of 10
te 18, Juniors and Senlors, who are interested
in the sem elther as a career, or &8 & hobby.
The Corpe teaches discipllnary subjects. such
as squed drill and rifle drill, as well as the
nautiea]l subjects such es beatwork, signslling,
sizaple pllotage, and sc on. Its aim is to turn
out & youth who haa lsarnt to respect discipline,
and wha hes learnt enough ebout the sea to be
& valuable recruit for elther the RAN, or the
Merchant Navy. There Is o compulsion’ te join
either, however, and manoy lads who have ne
intentlon of going to sea join, and enjoy the
tralning, As facilitles become avallable it is
hoped: to be able to increase the amount of
practical seamanship taught to orgenize train-
ing campe for perioda of a week or more, and
to arrange for more frequent ship visits.

The younger lada will ind thet the “Junior
Cadets” of 10 to 14, will be taught elementary
defll end searsanship, thua praparing them for

the day when they are old encugh te¢ trenafer
Lo the Senior Ses Cadet Corps. It is intended
that, although separate from the Seniors, the
Juniors should be trained in e similar way. All
going well, it ia proposed that the fulure head-
quartera’ depot of the Sea Cadet Corpe will be
established at Levender Bay, Sydney, in the
building formeriy occupied by the “Nelson"
cadets. The advantages of such e headquartera
are 3o well knowa, thet they need no receapltu-
iation here,

The details of this re-organisation were pre-
pared by a young navel officer, whe has had
soms years' experience with the Sea Cadet
Corps in England, where the Corps ia under
the contral of the Admiralty.

Any demobilised naval officers, or other gentle-
men with suiteble experlence, who are prepared
to sassist with this wvelusble and interesting
work are invited to communicate with the See-
retary of the Nevy League (N.5.W. Branch),
Roysl Exchange Building, Bridge Street, Sydney,
‘phone BU 5808. Lads wishing to know the
gddress of their nearest unlt and persons desir-
ing to make & donetion to the funds should
elsc commumicate with the Secretary at the
addreas above.
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RISCUITS

All the dainty, wholesome variehies of
which you have been deprived will soon
be available. The makers of Joyce Gold
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AMERICA AT SEA

The future of the United States at ses, both on
the naval and mercantile sidea, in still more than
& lttle uncertaln for aithough a large part of
the community is just as keen ai ever, mnd
many pecple might be deseribed am over-keen by
the magnitude of their ldeas, there is the inevit-
gble post-wer reactlon, largely through fesr of
continued taxation, and every day the bitternesa
of party politics grows and many of the moat
patriotic schemes wre being condemned by a
large section of the community besause they
were frst put forward by the opposite party.
Ap is inevitably the case with a democracy, the
subjects whizh may be of the utmoat importance
to the country am & whole, but which do pot
appeal to the landsman who "dot¢s not know
the sharp end of w ship from the blunt” have
to be dropped first becaume their coat is bound
to arcuse bitter opposition in Congrems. A
legendary figure o the United Stmien im the
"Man from Mimsourl” whe strongly objects to
paying for a strong American Nuvy because
he has never seen an enemy bmttleship on his
farm and does not belleve that one could born-
bard It.

One of the frst sections of the effort to be
hard hit by that feeling i the training of mer-
chant seamen, which during the war was under-
talren by the U.8. suthorities on & scale never
before wttempted in any country and which, by
generous expendiiure, was wonderfully thorough
and eficient. Britaln made big efforis, and the
Natlonal Sea Schools gmve the patriotic young-
ster who was not afrald of work » fine oppor-
tunity, but there was pothing approaching the
scope and thoroughness of the Americans. They
have every reason to be intensely proud of thelr
effort, and the remulis that it attained when-
ever the materlal was anything like promising
and keen, but now |t is under the-shadow of
the axe. In the allocations for the year 1948
there is u reduction of no less than fve million
pounds sterllng, which will put an snd to any
trainlng efforts on a really big scale although
the sum in, of course, stlll very much more
than it was before 1939.

This very sudden drop in the funds at their
disposal must be bltterly disappointing te
Captain Edward Macauley, the Depufy War

Administrator in charge of the training pro-
gramme, and hin big staf? of patriotic enthusl-
asts who have done magnificent work. He now
has to cut his coat in accordance with the avail-
able cloth and there in po doubt that the stesves
will be very short. He hus already polnted out
to the publke that a large number of new men
will still be peeded, In addition to those already
avallable, for & long time {0 come. The particu-
lar points which he made are the job of repatri-
ating the American armed forces overneas,
which has latterly hed to be undertaken very
largely by the U.S. Navy, the tranmport of
supplies to the armies of occupation In Eurcpe
and Apia and the victualling of the liberated
countries by U.N.R.R.A. For political reanons,
which is very sasy to understand he, and many
olhers, ebstained from mentioning the training
needs of the gigantic merchant fieet which shall,
in the plaps already publinhed, carry at least
50 per cent. of the country's Imports and exports.
If that target is to be attained a very large
number of new entrants will have to be trained,
not only in the immediate future but for a good
many years to come, one might almost say inde-
finltely. And that will cost a lot of money.

The polnt which ks fully appreciated by Cap-
taln Macauley and everybody else connected with
the sea in any of its brunches, is that thy pea
life of wn American sallor in even shorter than
thet of n Briton, and that is short enough. In
a natlonal emefgency there is no lack of gallant

‘volunteern, willing to face the risk and of an

intelligent type very emsily trained into frst-
¢lase seamen. But in pemce-time that is quite
ancther matter, Very few except New Eng-
landers—and they not in big shlps—wan: to
make the sea & lifg career as it I otill regarded
by many In Europe and Asle. It in very good
fun to.see tha world for a voymge or two, even
& year or two, but tn at least 09 cases out of &
100 the smilor then wants a change and he will
take to driving » tram for m year or two before
wandering into some other occupatlon. Even
in the wery best paid jobs the national love for
¢hange and novelty prevents more than a few
years' service.

A great deal of the future will, probably,
depend on whether the country decides on uni-

(Continued on page B)
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AMERICA AT SEA (Contd.)

yersal compulsory national service in peacetime.
If 8o, it I8 highly probable that service in the
Merchant Marine will count as an eligible form
and on account of the pay, conditlons and com-
paratively mild discipltne [t will certainly be
chosen by quite a large nwzmber of youngsters.
They will not, of course, make a great deal of
difference to the certificated ranks, but they will
at leant prevent American forecastles being filied
with foreigners who, as was proved in 1919 and
the eariy 'twentiea, are seldom of the moat
desirable type and who inciude a dangerous pro-
portlon of former enemiles.

The old etate tralning ship schemes will wun-
doubtedly come into their own again, for they
have been practically submerged by the Fedaral
measures since Pear] Harbour. The ldea’is well
over n century oid, although the practite is not,
and the results that It attained have been beyond
all praise. The first movement was made In
1834 when 500 citizens of Massachusetts, long
rencwned for lts seamen, sent a petition to Con-
gress advocating a national training scheme for
the Merchant Service. It was not until forty
vears later, in 1874 that Congresa authorised
sych schools, and New York was the frsi siate
to put the permission inty effect. Admlirel
Stephen B. Liice wps mainly responaible for
securing the law,; his atandard book on seaman-
ship is the Lecky of the Unlted States and the
country owes- him a lot,

Under the law the Navy was authorised to
lend sailing ships to the various etate organ-
isatlons, balf-pay naval officers being lent with
themr and a certain nember of petty officers,
The first ship so transferred was the 22-gun
sloop St. Mary's, bullt in 1844 and acknowledged
to be one of the mmartest ships of her type in
the worid She was lent to New York and dld
wondern; to begin with the instructional staff
wed entirely naval but after 1902 R included
8 aumber of merchant officers. In due course
ske wore out and was replaced by the well-
remembered avalliary Newport. The Californian
scheme was practically contemporary but only
lasted for & short time; Pennaylvania and
Massachusetts started more permanent schemes
and California returned to the idea in 1831
Laiterly there have been no old men-of-war
available and former US. Shipping Board steam-
ers have be=n converted regardliess of expense,
carrying every possible fiiting with which a
modern sallor ought te be acquainted.

Ap it is inevitable that the U.S. Congresa will
be called upon for a good deal more legislation

before the country's shipplng dificuliles are
ironed ocut, ik is interesting to remember the
leginlation which has been passed within the
lant few years to mitmin the present position.
Fromn the Bfties of last century, when high
running costs were begitoning to handicap the
wooden clippers with which the Stars and Stripes
had led the whole world, there have been a series
of iawe to encourage American shipping by sub-
sidles, sometimes openly and sometimes thinly
disguised as payment for mall services at very
exorbitant rates. Unfortunately for the Amer-
ican shlp-owners, these meapures were repeat-
edly followed by changes of government and
viewpolnt which led to a sudden cancellation
of all arrangements and left the gnfortunate
shipowners in the air, Naturglly encugh, that
made them chary and indisposed to lay out
their money on a wmove until they had some
sort of an insurance premium to proie¢t them.
pelves and that, in turn, led to protests by
the taxpayers. That wes what caused trouble
over the clauses of the 1828 Aet which pro-
vided for mail contracts.

Rather more than ten years ago the President,
who was 8 genulne and knowledgeable advocate
of America at Sea, encouraged a really exhags-
tive investigation into whai was then a wvery
unsatisfactory posltlon. The consequence of
that was the Merchant Marine Act of 1938 which
established the T).5. Maritime Commission on
the somewhat discredited remnpanis of the U.S.
Shipping Board of the last war. That organiss-
tlon attracted some really first-class men to its
banner; conspicuous among whom were Admiral
Emory 5. Land and Admiral Vickery. The
Commisgion, manned very largely by practical
Individuals who knew a great deal about national
needs and pearly as much about merchant ship-
ping, operated what has often and quite reason-
ably been described a8 the Magna Carta of
American Shipping. It stated qulte bluntly that
it should be the declared policy of the United
States to [oster the development and encourage
the malntenance of a merchant marine sufli-
cient to cover its domestic shipping and a sub-
stantial portion of its exports and imports, pro-
viding service on all routes essential for main-
talning the fow of such commerce, the shipa
being capable of serving as naval and milltary
auxillaries in war-time, owned and operated
upder the National Flag by American citizens as
far as might be practicable and composed of
the best equipped, safest and most sultable types
of vessels constructed in the United States and
wmanned by » trained and efficient American per-
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AMERICA AT SEA {(Contd.)

sonnel. Nobody can quarrei with that patriotic
statement of aims aithough, unfortunately, il-
feeling was occasionally caused by tactiess
spesches with an eye to the American political
pituation which all foreigners find so difcult
to understand. Moat of the trouble, in fact,
haa already come (rorm American sources, Firstly
there are those who regard Uncle Sum as being
a milch cow whe will patiently yleld any sum
of money, and agcondly the American buslness
men who want cheap trapsport above everything
and who like paying excessive taxes for sub-
sidies nearly ag little as they ilie high freights.

In consequence of previous experience of vacil-
lating” American palicy, only tweive shipplng
companies came forward and signed agreements
with the Washington Government to maintsin
regular and frequent sailings and to acquire the
necessary tonnage. The Maritime Commission
was willing to do everything posslble to help,
but business men could not rid themseives of
the bogey of & change of palitical ideas. In

.that British_ ashipowners have recently found

reason to feel & good deal of sympathy. In
splte of the small number of frms to accept the
arrapgements, the resulis were 8 great ad-
vantage to America's war effort. Ships of the
right type, comspicuously fast, were designed
and tried. Shipyards got good private and gov-
ernment buslness, and secured a nucleus of Arst-
clasa, sidlle ! and inteiligent Inbour and were able
to expand to an astonishing degree when the
war, even before Pearl Harbour, was obviously
threatening the couniry's Hberty.

Naturally this could not be done without
coloasa) expense both lo equallsing the cost of
bullding shipe in the United States, Eurape and
Japan and In compensating owners for the
bigher American rynnilng cosis, many of which
were quite unnecessary and due fo the-comfort-
ing feeling that the Treasury was In the back-
ground ready (o be victimised. The Treasury
was profectted to a certaln extent by n clause
which provided that If the operator contrived
to work at a certain profit the subsidy payments
shiould be returned and during war years, when
everything came from the government and was
therefore capable of being checked, thia was
done. Many good Americans are wondering
whether It will be poasible fo do the mame In
peace-time, .

Naturally enough the plans of the operating
companies were completely upset by the war

and the buge clalms that the fightlng services
made on the material on which they bad based no
any hopes. As In other countries they natir-
ally cialm that & good deal of the requisitioning
Was unnecesasary. premature and unfair to pri-
vate interssts. All the way through the war, In
fact, the government has of neceasity had & very
big hand snd other interests beside shipping
and. phipbuliding are pressing forward thelr
clalms and interests. That la only to be ex-
pected but it undoubtedly means trouble |n store
and the ignorance of the great mass of voters
on anything t¢ do with the sea and ships ls
likely to increase this. The political Infiuence
of such a mass of volers is siways liable to
cause [ll-feellng abrosd and this lg Hable to
return to the heads of the members of the ship-
ping business who have bad Httle or nothing to
do with the matter,

A particularly interesting suggestion has been
made by the U.5. Maritime Commission to adept
& very movel design for the fast cargo ships
which are to be built in the future, in place of
the various “C" (ypes whose design, remarksbly
satiafactory in its day, is now conaldered to
be getting out of date. Like mil practical ship-
owners the Commission ia fully aware that it is
bad econormay te apend a lot of money saving tlme
at sea and then to waste it in pert. The pew
design is for a fast ship 485 feet long. with
a certain amount of passenger accommodation
amldshipa and cargo in six holda. Of these the
forward apd aiter ones would be worked by the
ordinary methods of derricks and winches, al-
though they alm at considerable improvements
In matters of detail.

The other holda are ta be served by an entirely
nove! type of overhead gear onm the Monorail
systemn, with falls to reach all corners of the
holds, capable of handllng heavier slings at a
congiderably higher speed and with the minimum
of man-handling. The first of these phips has
nat yet besn buflt, nor have the new improve-
mentn been Btted Inte any exiating ships, except
oh & very small scale in the Sea Hawk, for prac-
tical test. But those resapansible are convinted
that the idea will overcome the bottlenecks, both
in the holds and on the wharves, which do so
much to alow up the handling of cargo, Like
the “C" classes these ships are Intended to be

. operated by, and sold to, private owners.

It is intended that this type of handling gear
shouwld be used largely In conjunction with con-

{Continued on page 8)

MERCHANT NAVY

(The following |8 by courtesy of the British Chamber of Shipping.)

The British Merchant Navy is in the frst
stages, 8¢ to speak, of demoblilizatlon. The ship-
ping pool formed when the United Maritime
Authority was [o augurated, hag come to an
end, and simultanecusly Britinh phips which
were on requisition to the Government have been
returned to their private owners. This, how-
ever, doea not mean complete freedom for Brit-
ish shipping; for the Government atill retains
full control over some ahlps for the needs of
relief wotk and for the requirementis of the
Services, and the others are subject to a syatem
of licensed voyages, as the Government must
obviously have priority of shipping space for
essential coaterial needs. This transitional
stage Is expected to last for anything from
aix to elght months, after which it 1a expected
that ships will be released entrely from control
and revert t¢ their norraal function as merchant
ships. .

The Britlsh Mercantile Marine I3 styled the
Britdsh “Merchant Navy.” It is a prowd and
honourable title, but It is Important that wrong
impllcationa should not be drawn from [t. The

‘tetim "Navy” suggests central control and organ-

ization, whereas, In fact, the British Mercantile
Marine {8 an indusiry, the product of private
enterprise and owned by & large number of
undertakingw, sorne large, some small.

It may be Interesting, therefore, to consider
the organization of the shipplng industry. There
are three principal bodles which represent ship-
,owners, The Chamber of Shipplog of the United
Kingdom is & natlonal body dealing with com-
merclal and ecomomic questions, and represents
all sections of shipping, from deep-sea llners and
tramps down to small coasting vessels.  The
Liverpnol Steam Ship Ownera' Assoclation repre-
senis primarily deep-sea lloers, both passenger
and ¢arge, and has also a coastal section. The
Shipping Federation 1s a natlonal bady represent-
ing all types of tonnage, and s concerned with
matters relating to personnel. Together with
the Employers’ Assoclation of the Port of Liver-
pool it appointa the Owners' side of the National
Maritime Board, one of the mast successful In-
dustria] counells in the country, which has

settied all problemn relating to pay and condl-
tions in the Mercantile Marine for close upon
thirty years without a strike or recourse even
to arbitration.

The ghips which are now slowly reverting to
their pre-war trades are the war-scarred sur-
vivors of & fine pre-war merchant fleet. In the
war no fewer thaa 571 cut of some T30 deep-
sea tramps—that I8 nearly T5% —were sunk, Of
1,100 Hoers about half were loat, and many of
those which still remain wili need complete re-
converslon before they are At for their normal
work, In addition, tanker owners loai about
50% of their vessels—it will be apprecinted that
the tanker was p much sought after target by
the submarine —and among the coasters and
smaller shipa destruction, including losses on
the Normandy beaches and at Dunkirk, was con-
siderable.

To sum up, the Unlted Kingdom entered the
war with a8 Merchant feet of some 17 mlllion
gross tons. In the course of the war more than
half this tonnage was lost, as the result of
enemy actlon. Part of this toss has been made
good by new buildings and acguisitions; but
excluding three and & half million tona of
Damindon and foreign.owned vessels operating
under charter, the United Kingdom merchant
Beet at 30th June, 1845, amounted Lo less than
three-fquarters of the pre-war Oeel.

How the British Mercantlle Marine 19 to be
reconstructed, and how it is to overcome the
many problems with which It is confronted, will
be dealt with In subsequent notes.
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tainers gnd when the ides was presented to
the American Society of Naval Architects and
Marine Engineers there was 8 good deal of
dincussion, and & certain emount of criticism, on
that mide. Various American interests have
been experimenting with the containera aystem
for something like & quarter of a century and
although, as in this country, they have founc
it moat convenieat for the coestal end Great
Lakes pervices, it has met with 8 good maeny
objections for deep ses work. Recently, how-
ever, the New York and Puerto Rico Line has
been experimenting with & aew Ltype of con-
twiner which offers the traditional sdventages
agminst cargo damage in bandling and againat
pilferage, but which can <asily be knocked down
amd stowed Bat if it is unsuitable for the cargo
on the returs voyage., The admitted diffculty
which they have emcountered has beer to choose
& mize large enough to be really economlcel in
bandling end small enough to be handled easily,
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MINESWEEPERS COMPLETE THEIR TASK

The 20th Mimesweoper Flotilla, B.AN., in Sydney after clearing Bans Strait of mines, and
the crews are enjoying well-sarmed shore leave. In thia pleture the Sagship of the Bodlia,
HM.AS Swan, Is on the right In the Eromt row.
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In the whole of the literature of the 1914.18
war referencea to the dummy ships, which form-
ed the “phantom squadrons.” are few and far
between. Yet they existed in the firat World
War as they did in the recent struggle. Perhaps
the reason for the dearth of information about
these vessels lies in the nature of their taaks—
their very existence must be held as “top
secret” if they are to play their part in hoaxing
the epemy.

Probably one of the oidest forma of ruee de
guerre iz that of trying to make the enemy
believe that impertant aships are somewhere
where they are net! Admira) von Scheer did it
Just before Jutland when he caused a wireleas
aignal to be sent which gave the impression that
the high Seas Fleet was still anchored in the
Jade, when in fact it was ot sen.  Wireless
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boaxes were used in the Second World War, but
the ubiquity of wmircraft and the perfection of
photographic reconnajasance have cbviously de-
tracted from their usefulnema. Hence the in-
creased importance of the dummy ship, which
can trick both visual and photegraphic recon-
naissance,

Yet dymmy shipe were used in the 1814 war,
Right st the beginning the merchant shipe
Michigan and City of Oxford were fitted out
at Belfaat with demmy turrete and abtered to
represent battleshipa and battle-cruisers. The
trouble was that they were too siow, and they
never worked with the Grand Fleet, but they
later cromsed the Atlantic and, by appearing
off New York, persupded a number of German
ahips not to eail from that port. They alee
played n part in pecuring the interoment ic the
U.B.A. of the German armed merchapt cruiser
Kronprinz Wilhelm. Later they put in an appear-
poce gt the Dardanelles, where they deceived the
Tyrks until the laughable tragi-comedy of the
dummy battle-cryuiser Tiger. This ship wes
sunk, and as she sank the dummy turrets and
guna Aocated pway!

In 1839 Mr, Winston Churchill, then First
Lord of the Admiralty, gave orders for certain
dummy shipa to be prepared without delay, The
first of these — they were known as “Fleet
Tenders” for purposes of secrecy—conaisted of
three ships of the Shaw, Saville and Albica Line,
The 5.5 Pakeha and the 5.5. Walmana became
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the battleshipa Revenge and ‘Resolution respec-
tively, and the 5.5. Mamari became the aircraft
carrier Hermes, These ships, the holds of which
were fllled with thousands of empiy barrels o
give them extra buocyancy in the event of their
"being mined or terpedoed or hit by bombe, did
much good work in keeping the enemy guemsing
about the strategic disposition of our feet. It is
now known, too, that their sppearance on seve-
ral occasiona started rumours which reached
the enemy and confused the German High Com-
mand.

Often these shipe were moved [nto the Firth
of Forth or Scape Flow just after the real Beet
hpd pailed, so that the next enemy air recon-
eaiasance would mislead the enemy into think-
ing that owr main Geet was still in harbour.
They also did good work in drawing air attack
off the base ship and installations at Scapa when
the main Beet was away, and in diluting the con-
centration of the Germen air attack on our real
ships when the fleet was present.

After the German occupation of the Low
Countries, when the British east comat ports
were uncomfortably closs to German air bases,
it was deemed advisable to move the submarine
fotilla which had up to that time been operat-
ing from Harwich, Al the same time it was
desired o meake the enemy think that we still

BABCOCK MARINE BOILERS

L o

had a comparatively strong force of submarines
at that port, Rescrt was therefore had to
dummy submarines. That waa the firat — and
only—time that the amaller ships have had
dummien.

By 1841 the dummy battleshipa of the Royal
Sovereign class had served their purpose, and
they were returned o the Ministry of war
Transport to be converted to merchant ships.
The dummy aircraft carrier Hermes had been
loat through being atranded off the Wash,

There remained only one dummy ship in the
British Navy, and that waa the most famous
of them all. This was the ol battleship Cen-
turlon. No ahip had ever had-so long and
varied a usefyl life as H.M.S. Centurion. She
wae disarmed under the terms of the Washing-
ton Naval Trealy of 1922, and then for many
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yearn she merved as wireless controlled target
phip for the flest. At the beginning of the war
she wan turned Int; s maintenance and repeir
sbip far lecel defence vessels at Devonport. Then
she became s dummy of the new battieship
H.M.8. Anscn. Finally ahe was one of the biock-
abips for the "“Gooseberry" harbours off the
Normandy coast during the invasion,

H.M.S, Centurlon was converted into & dummy
H.M.8. Anson In Devonport dechyard in April
1041, She wan fitted with a dummy after funnel,
malnmast, ‘maln armament of ten 14-ineh guos,
and the rest of it. The work wes compleied
In » fortnlght despite the fact that Devonport
was under heavy air attack at the time,

There is 2 good mtory of an incident which
occurred durlng ber conversion. It had been =
particularly noisy night snd the dockyard had
been badly hit several times. At daylight the
quartermaster celled the duty officer with the
words: “Would you come on the forecastle,
please, oir. There’s something there that
oughtn't to be there.” The duty officer followed
tha quartermaster on to the forecmstle, and

there he found s rallway truck, complete with
wheels. Bomb hiast had Ufted it bodily from its
ralls oo the jetty and deposited it on the battle-
ship’n deck.

Having been copverted to lock exastly like
HM.S. Anson, the Centurion, manoed by 16 ofi-
cers and 265 men, set out oo a 20,000-mile
voyage round the Cape of Good Hope to Bombay,
For a considerable time at that period of the
war it was of the Arst importance to create the
impression that our Easatern Fleet was Jarger
and more effective tham was sctually the case.

In June, 1942, the dummy HM.8. Anson was
back in the Mediterranean, where she had served
in the old days when the Centurion really was
s battleship. This thme the Centurion formad
part of the coverlog force sailing to the morth-
ward of & convoy which was belogy pasyed to
Malta from Glbraltar. It was during this
operation that she performed her most apec-
tacular work as a dummy. She was duly spotted
by enemy alreraft and shadowed. All oo beard
knew thet striling forces of aireraft must be
on thelr way to the atteck, and that the job
of the Centuriop, having misled the enemy lnto
thinking that H.M.8, Anson was present, was to

CONSULT FREE . . .

HERR RASSMUSSEN

The Celebrated Danish Herbalist. Blood, Skin and Nerve Speciafist, who has had
over 40 yeors' eaperience in the Lreaiment of all diseases of men snd women.
HERR RASSMUSSEN ALSO SPECIALISES in the treatment of all Skin
diseasns, Nervous Weskaesses. Indigestion and Dyspepsia. Rhewmatism,
Neuritis, Spondylitis, Arthritis, Gollstones, Kidney and Liver Diseoses,
Varicose Veins, Duodenal and Gastric Ulcers and 8ladder Weaknesses.
ALL KINDS OF MEDICAL NECESSITIES STOCKED.
&03.GRORGE 5T, SYDNEY
wneor Goslbera $¢., opp. Anthony Horderns

PHONE: MA 708
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malgtain the fiction and draw an much of the
attack as posaible away from the coBvoy.

The Germans and Itallans had obvicusly fallen
into the trap, for, conmdering “H.M 3, Anson" a
rick prize, tbey concentrated thelr attacks an
the dummy bettleshlp, Several sticks of bomba
straddled the old ship in A serles of attacks
which lasted for severnl hours. The ship was
hit once as weil as being damaged by splinters
and blast from near misses, but the damage
wBs not serious. The greatest danger was that
her wooden armament and other disguise might
catch fire, but fortunately this did not huppes.
The old Centurion, with only a few rea] anti-
alreraft weapans, succeeded in shooting down
one German dive bomber and in damsging st
least four other enemy alreraft on that day.
The enemy afterwards slalmed to have badly
diumlged s battleshlp of the King George V
clnm!

After this exploit the Centurign, atll} dis-
guised as HM.S Anson, went back to the
Indian Ocewn. Once, when she wan with a
convey during the beight of the monsson, a
great sen carried away her foremost turret, and
astonished look-outs In the convoy reported a
:I:im;h gun floating down between the lines of

pa!

Then, her task In the East fnighed, the dummy
H.M.5, Anson came home, manned by a serateh
erew of officers and men due for repatriation.
They came from all manner of craft except

battieships, and the real armament of the
dmmya\nmnomlltedonthntwofmf
8 dosen rifies. She war s “ragtime ship” with
& "ragtime trew.” and when she was pansing
through the Suez the Seplor Naval Officer nig-
lne;ltl,?f’ ta ber “You lesve the pyramids em your «

Within & few hours of H-hour on
tltnue lovaglon of Normandy the frat of Du;edablocky fo:_-
shipa for the wrtificlal "Gooseberty"!
barbours arrived off tbe Frensh coast lnd“?!mm
duly wunk in their appointed places. H.MH.
Centurien wss amobg them. It ls po wecret
today that the “Gooseberry” shelter harbours,
by saving the ferry craft during the great gale,
contribuied in an Incaleulahle degree to the
bulld-up of sur Invaslon armies.

Another blockablp of the “Gooseberry” har-
bours tater played, quite udconaciously, the part
of & dummy sblp. The Germans kept oo tor
pedolng her with thelr “one.man torpedoes,”
and they cladmed to bave da sged and gl d
the battleship Nelson, It was not long beforg
the enterprising commenders of the light bom-
bardment forces began to trade on the gulllbility
of the enemy and his obvious prececupation with
this ship—whith was none other then the old
French battleship Courbet, When they wiahed to
bombard on the dangerous eantern flank they (ald
smoke and then carried out thelr bombardments
from behind the old French battleahip—whigh
most obligngly drew the enemy’s counter-fre.

PLAZA HOTEL

RIGHT AT WYNYARD
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E. A. HARPER & SONS
PTY. LTD.

HARBER STREET, ALEXANDRIA

Manvfacturess of all descriptions of articles
in Sheet Metak, Stainless Steel, Copper,
Brass and Muntz Metal, Hospital Equipment,
Lockers, Sterilizers, Tanks, efc,
Protected Industry — Defence Work Only

Stainlesy, Steal Sinks and Dreining Boards
& speciality.

Government Contractors—State and
Federal,

P.O. Bor 13, Alezandria
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ﬁ('n'o. Chew Lee & Co

PTY. LTD.
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Head Office:
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BARNES BACON CO.

PTY. LTD.
HOMEBUSH

Makers of the delicious
BARNES BACON, HAMS and
SMALLGOODS
"THE BARNES FLOUR EXCELS"

Remember to invest all you can in the
SECURITY LOAN

BOBR LICCIARDO
LEADING FRUITERER

Finest quality fruit and vegetables.
Orders called for and delivered anywhere,

anytime.
Spocial rater for Gupst Howsn, Hoapitah sad
Inekitutions.
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NAYY LEAGUE SEA CADET CORPS
(Volun'ary) N.8.W.

“YICTORY" DEPOT. North Sydney (J. A. Wil
liams, C.0.),

"WARREGO" DEPOT, Woolwich (R. Crosskill,
0.c).

"PERTH™ (late “Vendetta”), Manly (P, H,
Tobitt, C.0.),

"AUSTRALIA" DEPOT, Henley (W. L. Home
mer, C.0.).

“SIRIUS" DEPOT, Connell's Palat (G. W/,
Round, C.0.).

“CANBERRA" DEPOT, Orange (J. P. Finegan,
C.On).

“ENDEAVOUR" DEPOT, Domain (3. Joynes,
C.0.).

Bays heiween the ages of 10 and 17 YERLN
wighing 16 join, should make application to Com-
mandlng Oficers any Saturday sfterncon.

L - L]

The Officers and Cadets of N.L.T.D. “Vietory”
weloome Chief Officer Victor Lioyd back (o the
unit. Mr. Lioyd is one of the “Hve" wires of
the Cadet Corps, and 1t ix confidently expected
that hin abillty and enthusigem will recelve the
wholehearted co-operation of the whole unit, Mr.
Lloyd wan alwaym an inspiring example of what
devotion to duty can accomplish. “Vietory"
now locks forward to added strength and effci-
ency, and all hands realise that as semior unit
of the N.L. Sea Cadet Corpm, nothing bui the
best will do. “Vietory" in called upon to lve
9p to the wpirlt of Nelson's famoun signal, and
commanding officer J. A. Willlarma bellaves that
every cadet in the unit is capable of dolng so.

"Victory™ in always ready to co-operate with
other unlty in the knowledge that much [

cperation is essential to the success of the
Corpa as a whole.

L] - -

This month Cadet Heath, of N.LTD.
"Warrego,” has recelved the praise of his offi-
cers. That is what we like to read. Cadet
Heath must have been putting in good work
and taking a real Interest in the job. It W the
Cadet Heathn of the Corps we want to meet, far
they are its future ®.0.s and Oficers,

“Warrego," like its sister units, “"Victory,*
“Auntralig” and “Slriue," iy alwayn willing to
bear a band at mny tme for the benefit of
the Corpa in NSW.

- - L

The Cadet Corpa re-organisation schame for
post-war purposes ls being put into operatlon

throughout the British Emplre—the great ohjec.

tive being “uniformity of training.”

It is poanible that some units have been caught
aback by the change, but no damage will be done
if they are alert. Offcers will, of course, con-
form to the changes being brought about mo
that when tbe Corpe is ready for inwpeqton,
“unlformlty” will be the order of the day, 1If
any officers should not be quite clear as to what
0 ewpected of them, they are lavited to com-
munlcate with Mr. Hammer, at Headquarters.

Equipment ia stil slow in making’ it appenr-
ance, bt all the slgos are mare bopetul. This:
 particularly so regarding whalers and i the
near future [t {5 expected that emch unit will .
bhave a mutable boat.

It in whispered that “Warrego" whaler would
haamdltonboardnnyahlpn.ﬁoat. It Is nlso
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said that ita senfor trew will be bard to beat VICTORIAMN BRANCH 3
In future races betwesn units.
. » . The nttention of members present at the PLEASE NOTE .

AUSTRALIAN OPTICAL
CO. LTD.

*

244 LitHe Coliins Street

- Melbourne

Every dey in soma way you W an ...
EXIDE. Battery

Our Navy and Merchani fleets depend
on Exide Batteries. BExides are serving
the public daily in over a hundred ways.
In your choice of a battery for your
car, be guided By those who hove
learned to depend on Exide.

Exide
BATTERIES

‘When I's An Exide You Start
Exide Batteries of Australia Piy. Ltd.
4 Bidge Biresk, Sydwey .

"Endeavour” unit is now stretching its lmbs.
Soon it will be looking for worthy competitors
to tmckle.

It ia with regret we report that Lieutesant’

Shileack has left Sydoey for service in the R.N.
elgewhere. Lieut. Shileock was a splendid help
to the Sea Cadet Corps during his brief stay in
N3.W. His knowledge of Sea Cadet require-
ments and hin cutstanding ability made hia pres-
ence invaluable when recent changes were taking
place o our Sea Cadet Corpa. Lieut. Shileock's
advice, his practica) example and his mastery of
detail will jeave their mark on the future course
of the Corps in NS.W.

L] - L

Seif-government is mot s schoolehlid's prize
for good conduct—it is a human passion that
demands unconditional satisfaction.

—George Bernard Shaw.

L} - -

From "8irius" N.L.T.I. comes the very per-
tipent suggestion that the Sea Cadet Corps
should be brought more into the public eye by
a campaign of press or radio pubiicity. We
agres. At the same time, we would point out
that pre-war experience showed unmistakably
that Sea Cadet units were best served io the
local press and bot in metropolitan papers, How-
ever, now that peace is with ua, steps are being
taken to introduce the N.L. Sea Cadet Corpe to 8
Youth Session on the afr.

SYDNEY SEA CADETS VISIT ORANGE

A party of officers and ratings from Sydney;
including the band of NL.T.D. “Aumstraha’
spent the Easter boliday mt Orange, as guesta
of NNLLT.D. “Canberrn”

The party combimed with the omqerl and
ratings of “Canberra” for a parade through the
town on Easter Monday, The Sea Cadet con-
tingent was awarded the prize for the smartest
senior unlt on the parade. Tbe Band, pugmented
by three drummers from "Canberra” Were par-
Bcularly smart, ‘end Commander Finpegan
kindly gave the prize {a cheque) to the band
funds.

The Sydney officers and ratings, togatber with
scme Orauge personpel, weot to Church on

Sunday evening, and were entertained to supper

and s ming-song afterwards by members of the
cholr and congregation. 7

recent Annual Meeting was drawn to the fact
that the League had been in existence for thirty
years, the first puble meeting being held at
Scott's Hotel on the 24th Jupe, 1P15. At the
firat Genern] Meeting of the League, held on the
9th October, 1913, Sir John Medden, Chief Jus-
tice of Vietorin, was elected as President.

At the instigation of Sir Exmest Fisk, the
Managing Director of the Gramopbone Company
Ltd. in Epgland, & set of recordings of speech

Contributions of s sultabls aatwre
ary cordially invited, and should be
sddremsed to the Editor, the “Nuevy

“League Journal," Royal Exchange

Building, BDridge Street, Sydney

The Navy League doma not nposs-
sarlly sndorss the opinlops of won-
tribntovw to the Jowrnal

Telephone - - B 7808

mnde during the wer by His Majesty Hing
George VI snd the then Prime Minister, The
Right Honorsble Winston Churchill, has been
received by the League. The recordings are
being kept for future reference and are being
made available, oo loan, to the various companies
of Cadets,

L] - ¥

A communication hps been received from the
Headquarters of the Navy League in Londenm,
proposing s conference and inviing views as to
the pomsibility of holding u conferemce. The
suggested time for the first conference i the
early summes of 1047, when the League in Lon-
don have offered to enterinin all oversean dele-
gates during the period of the conference in
London,

POELS & CO. (Aust.)
PTY. LTD.

MAYFAIR (Req. Broad)

CANNED HAMS ~— PRESSED HAM
HALF HAMS — HAM LOAF
PICNIC HAMS ~— SPICED HAMS
BACON LARD AND OTHER
MEAT OELICACIES

MAYFAIR

e p—

AARONS
EXCHANGE HOTEL

1 GRESHAM STREET, SYDNEY

Ouoly tha Best Brands Stocked
Dining Room Unsurpessed

AARONS EXCHANGE HOTEL
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W.MAS. "PERTH"

We've loat well nigh four hundred men.
From the fairest land on earth:
They fought it out to the bitter end,
Apd went down with the “Perth.”
“Twas indeed a glorlous action,
Against overwhelming odds,

And showed how Ausaies stick it,
When unfavoured by the Gods,
When the firsl guns ibundered setion,
They were ready, undismayed,

And as the batte raged about

Their courage wan disptayed.

For steadfast to their duty.

With “Nelson™ as their guide,

And comrades falling all around,
“Twas thus they fought and died.
With all her sbells eapended,

She sunk beneath the sea,

But though her story's ended,

Her name npeila “LIBERTY.

So think of them with honour

As they reat bepeath the wave:
They fought for Elog and Country,
And sieep in & aailor's grave.

—VIC DUNCAN.
Sea Cadet Corpa, Melbourne.

BRAVERY REWARDED

The Nutiooml Shipwreck Rellef Soclety of
N.S.W. {(now the Hoyal Shipwreck Retlef and
Humane Society of N.S.W.) awarded it firat
gold medals for acts of great bravery sixty.
three years ago—on the 2nd of February, 1883.
The ocession was the presentation by the chair-
man of the Society, Capinin Francis Hixson, of
goid medals to each of four forelgn neamen who,
by the exercise of conapicvous courage, devotion,
and good seamanship, suceeeded n saving eleven
lives when in & small boat they rowed through

" peavy and dangerous aeas fo the wrecked
stesmer New England at the Clarence River
bar.

The sailors, who were that day honoured at
the Royal Exzchange Eali by s distinguished
gathering of representative citizens, weré en-
gaged In trading on the N.8.W. Const, and named
respectively Asntonls Cosata, Vito Loscocoo,
Peter Jules and J, Lemalre. In addition to the
gold medals, Captain Hlxson, on behalf of the
Society, presented ffty soverelgns to Julea an
the frst lostgiment of money being collected
for them in Arpreciation of their hercic dead.

The Marine Board, of which Captain Hixson then
was president, decided on mn additlonal award
to Lemalre, who received a gold watch

Since that distang dste the Soclety hea fugne-
tioned continuousty assiating bopa fide seafarers
in distress, and swarding ita medals — gold,
silver or brooze, together with ita certificates of
merit {o men, Women and children performing
gallant deeds on land and ses.

It is interesting to note that the present chalr-
man of the Society is Commander F. W. Hixaon,
O.D.E.. son of the late Captain Francis Eixson,
previousty mentioned,

};OR b7 vears

the
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an Australian Institution has been
providing security for the homes of
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Cenoniry and with our propertien are held in trus {or
the prosection of our Policy Holders.
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Are you in the feagtle(
Why not 7

THE NAVY LEAGUE IS...

a WATCHDOG of National and imperial
security, '

an ENEMY of apathy in all matters
naval and maritime, '

a TRAINER of the cifizens of to-morrow,

a PRESERVER of our glorious sea

@ H you whaeribe to thess idenks you thould subscriba te
the Lesgua's funds for thair mers perfect o sewmaet

THE LEAGUE NEEDS NEW MEMBERS
. WHY NOT JOIN NOW |
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YOUTH EXPECTS

of the best friomds and siminchest sopporters the Ses Cndet Corpe In
England has ever had s the First Lond of the Admiralty, the Bt. Howm.
A, Y. Aloxander,

Mr. Alexsader's koem imtoreat b the work of the boyn bas for yours bom
an Inspiration amd » socrce of cmconragement to the Navy Loagwe and aimliar
Associations, snd Mw Wnfosnce ab the Admirslty has dome mock to
support of the Sea Cadet Corpa.

Here in Australin 5 oot lesa Hvely intersst by the Miwlster for the Navy
and the Navy Bomrd in the fatare soccess of the Sem Omndel Corpe could do
moch fo promote s growth amd belp to eeisablish b more rmly on & properly
MTWMIL There s wo dooht that s Corpe, logally comtitoted, wouwld

widely popular with many thoasands of the youth of the conmiry betweem
the agea of 14 and 13 years. Tho fact that there are nomarons ngquirdes from
parents mnd boyn, clearly mdicates n desire (0 Joln » Movement swch ms the
Navy Loagwe Sea Cadof Corps, mnd particalarly mo bocs it s » volontary
organisation Heked with disciptime, ahips snd the sos.

The Navy League Ses Cadei Corps I the ecalor body of Iis kind in Auos-
tralis snd n hin 1o the Soa Cadet Corpe in Eagiaad, Cumadn, Sooth Aftks and
Now Zealmnd, amd has identical simm mnd objects. It ks hoped that & will
command iteelf to the Mimister of the Navy and to the Navy Board as lin counter-
parts bave doms o the Fimt Lord of the Admiralty, the Admiralty amd to the
Governments of the great Domizions overseas.
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SYDNEY-LONDON

IMPIRE SERVICES

Speed! Comfort!

Showing the Flag
— on British Wings!

The “Ksngaroo” Service now opersted by
O.EA. and BOAC. between Sydney and
London, combines unparalleled speed end
comfort, Yeu can reach London in &3 hours
by Lancastrian — or in five and o half days
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THE NAYY'S FUTURE

By “TAFFRAIL" in “THE NAVY"

On the Tth March, for the sixth year ln aue-
cession, Mr. A, V. Alexander introduced the
Navy Estlmates {n the House of Commona. His
telling and forthright statement need hardly he
summeartsed  here. Aa the subsequent debate
Ilndicated, it should be endorsed by everyone who
has the welfare and security of Britain and the
Empire at heatt.

Above all, the First Lord emphasised that,
desplte the atomic homb, snd tbe oplnions of
some people that the advent of atomlc energy
haa destroyed the oeed for Navies, the freedom
and standard of lfe of the seattered peoples of
the British Commonwealth stil] depend upon the
inviolability of the ses communicatiena. Thia in
turn depends wholly upen Sea Power, and upco
Ajr Power over the tea, Twice withln living
memory we had narrowly averted defeat at
the hands of an enemy who strove to destroy
the communications upon whick our existence
ia based Twlce we were unprepared, and the
Royal Navy had provided the shield under which
cur peace-time deficiencies were made good and
our war effort developed.

Never again, sald the First Lord, must we run
the risk of unpreparedness. A weak Britain was
no help to world peace. We were resclved to
play our full part as & member of the United
Nations® Organisation, Untll such time as U.N.O,
had reslly come to be “so well establlshed and
truated that the Forgea required ln ita sunport
may be steadlly reduced,” Parliament and the
Nation atiit “owes the Royal Navy the duty of
vigllance—vigllance now and in the yeara to
come 80 that we may never again be unprepared.”
It is good to hear that unilateral disarmament
in the Interesta of econémy haa gone for ever.

Examined [n detall, the First Lord's compre-
hengive atatement encouragea reflecticn upen the
tuture function of the Royal Navy and the types
of ita ships and weapons ln relation to the les-
sona of the recent war. First end foremoat ln
our minds la:—

The Atomic Bomb.

Up te date this new weapon haa only been
used againat shore targets. May It be that a
series of these devaatating projectiles dropped
near a fleet or oo a convoy will cauae the disinte-

gration of every ship within a certaln radlus,
and thus make It lmpoesible for conveya to sall
or warships to protect them? To that queation
there s no avawer untll we kpow the results of
the experimenta against shipe acon to be carried
cut under the aegls of the United Statea Govern-
ment.

Is It possiple that an antidote will be found
to the atomic bomb? This agaln cannot be
anawered, though [t is werth noting that the
First Lord mentioned that ln future s greater |
proportlon of the Navy Eatimates will he spent
in sclentlfic research. As has been sald, there
are those who predict that the release of atomlc
energy haa rendered msurface Naviea obaolete.
much the aame thing with the advent of steam,
armoured shipe, rifled cannan, torpedoes, aircraft,
and such things as magnetic and acoustle minea,
A counter has been found for every one of these
new developments or weapons, and the types of
shipa have changed as each new menace to their
exlatence hes appeared. Tt i possible that this
may also he the case with the atomic bomb.
Battieships.

Four battlesbipa of the 1938 and 1039 pro-
were cancelled early In the war. We
have now only one hattluhnp heing completed,
HMS., “Vanguard, of 42,600 tons stendard
displacement, armed with eight 15-1n¢h guns, and
coatlng ahout £9,000,000. This new ship carries
the skme number and callhre of guna, though of
longer range and hliting power, aa the flve
battleshipa of the '"Queen Elizabeth" clasa, of
31,000 tona, completed |n 1915-18. The additlonal
dlaplacement of the “Vanguard” is bhrought about
in the main by increassd speed and fuel capacity,
greater protection againat all forms of attack,
There were others, In thelr day, who predicted
and muth heavler anti-alrcraft grmaement.

Further decisions upon capital ships and their
design depend upon many factors, including, of
course, the results of the atomic homb teats, and
the devetopment of new weapons. Battleships of
the paat were primarily designed to e In the
lne of battie sgalnst the sorrespending units of
the enemy, to Infiict punishment and to take It
The war haa ahown that the days of atereg.
typed fleet actions are ended. Carrier-borne air.

{Continved on page 5)
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THE NAVY'S FUTURE

craft, with the carriers backed up by battle-
shlps, were mainly responsible for the defeat
and destructlon of the Japanese fleet in the
Pacifle,

MNevertheless, as the war proved, there are
many uses for battleships of the present type.
What of the chase and sinking of the "Biamarck"
and “Schamhorst,”" and of the battle off Calabrip
in 1840, wher 4 15-inch shell from Sir Andrew
Cunnicgham's Bagship, the old "Warspite." crip-
pled an Italiap battleship at more than 26,000
yards? What of the devastating effect of long-
range gunfire from battleships at Salerns, in
Normandy, and on varlous occesions in Lhe
Pacific?

Years ago, after the Iast war, Sir Percy Scoit
was demanding—'*What is the use of battle-
ships 7** What that distinguished officer really
meant was that the battleshipa of that day were
obsolete. Wher pressed for an answer aa to what
should replace them he replied in 8o many words,
“I should build something better.”

That is more or lesa our position to-day. Our
present-day battleships may Dbe obsolete. The
stomic bomb and the development of new wea-
pons will probably bring about a radical change
in type. But so long as war against another
marittme power is possible, s long aa the British
Empire ia dependent zpon ita sea communications
carried on by surface merchant ships, we must
have a Navy fo protest them. “Capital ahips”

of our modern Fleet.

That any new capital ships built in the future
will cost much money goes without saying. It
in uneconomic to refurbish and re-arm old ships
over m certale age, just as it is unwise to runp a
motor-car of anclent vintage. But it haa to be
remembered that between 80 and 85 per cent.
of the price paid for moderp warships goeas In
wages to the men who bulld them or produce
the materiala. Because of their complexity and
multitudinous fittings, combined with quality of
materinl and workmapship, the constructon of
fighting shipa producea much greater employment
than the building of cargo vessels. Moreover,
naval ordern entrusted to the Royal Dockyards
or private building Arms bring about an almost
inatantaneous lncrease of activity in the principal
industria] areas throughout the United Kingdom.
It has Leen caleulated that whenever m warship

in one form or apother, must still form the core .

ia built, about thres-quarters of her coat {a dls-
tributed directly or indirectly Ln clties, towns and
even villages remote from the building aresa

The Navy and the Alr.

The First Lord said in his speech that “the
Naval Air Arm will assuredly play an ever
increesing part in the Naval Defence of the
future.” He mentioned what the Naval Air Arm
had done in the war, and polnied out that,
whereas ita Arst line atrength In September, 1930,
was only 232 alrcraft it had reached 1,357 in
1845 and wotld have risen still higher if the war
had continved. Later on, mfter aaying that 727
vegaels, from fleet carriers downwards, had been
cancelled gince VE-Dimy, Mr. Alexander said that
on 1st April, 1846, the new construction remnin.
ing on hand would Include new types of vesaels
“such am Light Fieet Carrlers” peeded for the
poat-war Fieet.

It would seem that the very large fleet carriers
are no longer favoured, probably because they
present & huge and veinerable target and carry
o many eggw [0 one bagket. As the war has
proved over and over agmin carrier-borne air-
craft now provide the long range reconnaissapnce
and striking force for any fleet or sguadron,
besides the air cover mgminst attack by enemy
aircraft. The battle of Midway was won by naval
aircraft. But for aircraft the "Bismarck"” might
never have beer brought to actior and destroyed
by suriace ships. At the battle of Metapan the
Italisn cruisera blested into blazing shambles by
Sir Andrew Cunningham's battleships had sinyed
behind ns cover for an enemy battleship damaged
by torpedo attack by naval carrier-borne mir-
craft. At Taranto the Italian battle fleet was
crippled by the Naval Air Arm. In considering
the composition of our post-war Fieet none of
these facts will be forgotten.

There is another aspect of air-sea warfare:
that of convoy protection agalnst submarines and
nircraft. Our Naval Air Arm did Ane work on
the North Rusalan convoy route and in the battle
of the Atlantic Ap American carrier force
operating near the Azores exacted a deadly toll
{rom "ae U.boata. The very long-range sqeadrons
of Coastal Command R.A.F. tpped the szale in
our favour during the protracted war mgainst
the sgbmarines? What of the future?

It would seem: that eack and every convoy
must have ita own e¢arrler or carrlera in the

[Continued on page 18)
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A CAREER IN THE MERCHANT NAVY

The announcement that ex-members of the
RAN and RANYVER. may gqualify for s cer
tificate of competency without previous service
ln the Merchant Navy will no doubt be hailed
with delight by those who, baviag served in H.M.
ships during the war, wish to follow the sen as
& profession in the pemce-time Merchant Navy,

Deck officery and men with at least four years'
sea service in naval sea-going vessels and who
have good eyesight and a clean record, are
eligible to sit for an examination for eecond
mate (foreign-going).

The syllabus for second mate (F.G.) includes
navigation, chartwork, carge work, ship con-
siruction, rule of the read, geners) sesmanship
and signalling (Morse, semaphore and inter-
national code). It is not an easy examination,
and some knowiedge of mathematics and trigo-

try ie tinl. Examinations mre held
every week (with the exception of four weeks at
Christmas), commencing on the Friday with
practical wignalling, written papers on Monday,
Tuesday and Wedneadny, and ending oo Thurs-
day with an oral examination in seamanwhip and
rule of the road. Results are usuaily available
during the following week.

The Rehabilitation Department hss arranged
to pay the fees for the necemsary tuition, cost
of books, ete. (Comault your Rehabilitation Ofi-
cer at the Dwpot.)

With a second mate (F.G.) certificate a man
usually signa oo as third mate, and his duties
include full charge of the forencon (8 am. to
noon) watch and the Arst watch (8 p.m to mid-
night} on the bridge at mea, and supervising
the loading mnd stowing or discharging of cargo
in port. .

After 1§ years' sen service ms & watchkeeping
officer he then becomes ellgible to sit for the
first mate (F.0.) certificate, and will then prob-
ably Bign on ma second mate. Duties are similar,
but mare exacting, and he is regarded ms the
bavigator.

Another 2 1o 2% years' sea service on the
bridge and he is ellgible for examination as
magter (forelgn-going).

The guestion of obtaining a berth after gain-
ing n certlcate of competency must alse be

Moat shipping companies “lent" a number of
their officers te the R.AN. st the outbreak of
howstilities, and they will, of course, be reabsorbed
before newcomers are appointed.

Augtralin ns & maritime naticn is still In ita
infancy, but ships are being built in British and
Australian yards to relieve the shortage of ship-
ping on the const and o open up new irades with
India, America and the Far East,

The four years' sea service In naval vessels
must have been served subsequent to Seplem-
ber, 1939. If the four years includes naval
pervice prior to the cutbreak of war, then It
will not be counted as full time, and the candl-
date will be reguired to serve for & period in the
Merchant Service before being eligible for
examination.

The three or four years' sea mervice requlred
for m coasting certificate or a harbour snd river
master's certificate muet include at least one
year in the merchant service, so that even if
& candidate has four or Ave years' noval sarvice
and he requires a coasting certiflcate v will still
be necessary for him (o serve for at least twelve
months in a merchant ship before he can apply
for examinaticn.

There are two nautical schools in Sydoey offer-
Ing all the ugual facilities to candidates wishing
to git for B.O.T, examinations.

Captain F, J. Bayldon, MB.E, F.R.G.S,, Royal
Exchange Building, Pitt and Bridge Streets; and
the Richmond Nautical School, Sirius House,
Macquarie Place.

» » » -
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The experimental air madl trans-Atiantic cross-
inga which were comm d by the pi 8 of
Imperial Airways in 1837, when Captain Wilcock-
son and hia cavigating First Offcer, (_;eorge
Bowes, made the frat scheduled commercisl uir
mall voyage in R.M.A, "Caledopis,” gave wa
much valuable information on the importance
of navigating with the winds and weather, and
a3 some officers of the Merchant Navy, the
Meteorologics) Service, and officlala of the
Government of Kire will remember, slso gave
ue much fun in the great spirit of good I_Iumour
which heiped us all through the anxieties and
hazards of the frst Aights, The pre-fight plan
for route waas made in the Meteorological office
of the Control rooms at Foynes, the marine air-

JOHNSON'S

MERCANTILE MARINE OQUTHTTERS

Rakars, Butchers and Cooks' Wear. Aprons and
Overalls,

233-235 George 5+, Sydney
PHONE: BW 7170

Men, you will be well advised to visit JOHNSON'S

for your next ouifd.
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FLYING WIEE WEATHER

By SQUADEBON

YE (RAF. rd),

port in the eatuary of the River Shannor in Co.
Limerick, Elre. Ip conference were the Caplain
of the skyship, his navigator, the radio officer,
the meteorologiata and the control officers, and
before them waa the weather map, glvicg the
latest information of upper winds and weather
conditions over the North Atlaptic. Thia synop-
tic chart had been compiled with the assiatance
of the wealth of valuable information collected
by the marine cbeervers who were cromsing the
Atlantic in their surfece ships, and we wha
operated and controlled the air croseinge give
to them our thanks and appreciation of their
work,

The ocesn crossing was divided into . four
steges and & weather forecast made for each
stage gave accurate information of gereral
weather conditons and special detailed informa-
tHon of the icing conditiona in the clouds likely
to be encountered, and the all important fore-
cast of the strength apd direction of the upper
winds on which the tracks to be followed were
arranged. The weather charta were drawn every
three hours acd at the conference for the pre-
flight plan we had before us the pictures giving
the movements of the various depressiona and
the flow of the winda arcund them. The decialon
to follow the great circle track, the rhumb Hee,
or make diversions wt certain stages waa taken
i accordance with the area covered by a depres-

ELLIOT GODRA

sxtboal Magazine. "

sion, The westher conditions for the firat cross-
ing made the rhumb line more favourable because
the head wind compopent from a depression in
mid-ocean was fur greater oo the great circle,
and would decreame the apeed made good to guch
8p extent that there was no advanlege in the
shorter track, ao we sect “Caledonis™ off gp the
rhumb. During the night in the contrel room
we recelved half hourly positions.from Captain
Wilcockson, and we had our own estimated poai-
tions plotted from the forvcast winda and our
knowledge of the air apeed he was making, There
was fots of fun, excltement ran high, end the
bettiog was faat and furious. We always backed
curselves againat the navigators, who were realiy
doing the job, and there were cries of “He's off
the rhumb," shouts of "He's cheating with his
nir speed,” and an interchange of chatty uncen-
sored and somewhat cauatic signals, Then, when
he was half way acroms, and battling with the
head wind in a depression, came a signal with
the finel cypher in the ground speed of 110
knots missing. There were frantic cries of—
“He's only doing 11 knots” and a stampede into
the Met. Office to break the pews that they were
at leaat 100 knots out in their ideas ou the upper
winds, “You can tell him he's daft" replled
Mr. Potera, the Meteorologiat in charge, 80 We
promptly did and made the famous aignel:—

BIRT & COMPANY
(PTY.) LIMITED

4 WUDGE ITREET, SYDNEY, NIW.
F.O. 10X BM4L. G20,
]

WM Eagla Jirmal, Mkbans) Wurgrove Cald $teves,
Stanley $4rwet, Sowth B'abane,
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Engineering Co. Piv
Ltd.
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H.M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Ship-builders, Marine § Enginesn
- Senaral
Inquiries invited
COCKATOO ISLAND
SYDNEY
Phone : W 1941 (10 lines)
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“There waa an old man In » draught

Whe said—'It's abeam not abaft.

The Met., unperturbed, merely murmured,
‘Absurd,

‘Tell the silly old beggar be's daft'

Captain Wilcockaon and George Bowes were,
however, very sekdom off the rbumb and we
proved the accuracy of the forecaat of the winds
when the result of the sweepstake oo the esti-
muted time of wrrival was declared, and we found
that our control room ealculationa were onmly
some twenty minutes adrift from the actual time.

Aa we gained experience in the succeeding
Bighte we decided to make diversiona from the
great cirele, or rhumb line, to follow the flow

{Continued on next page}
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FLYING WITH THE WEATHER

of the winds, and on one occasion there were
two very deep depressions moving Eastward,
one sltuated South-West of Eire was glviog an
gir Bow of about 40 knots from the North Enst
and this persisied from Foynes down te mbout
Latltude 45 deg. N. when it backed to the North,
and gave place to the lighter Weateriles of an
anti-cyclane, Between Newfoundiand and Ice-
land was a very deep depression giving gale
force at the surface aand upper wiadas of uver
100 knots from the West and the South-West,
and thepe were flowing over the great cirele and
rhumb llne tracks, We therefore decided to
advise Capiain Wilcockson to ateer 3.W, from
Foynes down to the parallel of 45 deg. N., sail
along the parallel to about long. 45 deg. W. aad
from there plck up a South-Easterly Sow to
take him in to Newfoundiand. This was rather
a risky experiment and the discussion on it was
long, but Captwin Wilcockson agreed to iry it
provided we took the blame if he landed at ihe
Azores In mistake for Newfoundinnd, and agreed
to ensure that he drew the winning ticket in the
sweep on his runping time, We assured him
that if our wicked plan came off he would get a
share of our winnings and packed him off.

As a result of following the way of the winda
“Caledonin” made the paesage in 14 hours,
coverlng many more miles over ihe surface, but
saving 4 hours o {ime taken had she flown cn
the great circie track. Captain Gray, the skipper
of the Pan-American Alrways Clipper, who was
making the Esstbound passage for his Com-
pany, followed the great circie track, and at
times made diversionw ic the North of it to
follow the way of the winds. He made 8 record
time for the crossing and at one peried of his
voyage had & followlng wind of 120 knots.

‘We thus learnt the way of the winds and how
to follow them and prepared the way for the
economical crulsing speeds of future sky ships
whe will follow the ploneers and the way of the
winda. B .

- One of the pioneers, George Bowes, the Firat
Officer and navigator of “Caledenia,” gave his
Hfe on motive service ln this war, and with him
went an experienced and Ilnventive brain.

Future trans-ocean air voyages will be planned
in the control rooms te follow the wmy of the
winds mpd pall with the wenther as did our
futhers In the days of sail.

SEA CADET NOTES

NAVY LEAQUE SEA CADET CORPS
(Veoluntary) N.S.W.

“VICTORY" DEPQT, North Sydney (J. A. Wit-

liams, C.0.),

"WA;{EE)X}O" DEPOT, Wealwich (R. Crosskill,

“PERTH" (late “Vendeita"), Manly (P. H.
Tebitt, C.0,),

“AUSTRALIA" DEPOQT, Henley (W. L. Ham-
mer, C.0.%,

“SIRIUS” DEPOT, Comnell’'s Point (G. W.
Round, C.0.).

"CAlg%E)RRA" DEPOT, Orange (J. P. Finegan,

-'mg%\)voun" DEPOT, Domsaln (J. Joynes,

Boys between the agea of 10 and 17 years
! k)
wishl:_;g to join, showld mwake application to Com-

manding Offcers any Saturday afterncon.

“Peace” Day, 10th June, 1048, was not only a
day of the greatest significance to the people, it
wae » “red-letter” day in the annals of the Sea
Cadet Corps in N.9.W. The Corpe was signally
honoured in that it was represented by o hundred
Cadets In the great march through Sydney. The
Reyal Navy and Royal Australian Navy, Air
Force, Army, Merchant Navy, Allied Forces,
Servicewomen, ex-Servicemen of World War II
and representative sectlons from the various
auxitiary Services, mada an {nsplring and eolour-
ful spectacle as they marched in the brilliant
::;ught watched by many thousands of spects-

Mr. W. L. Hammer, ably ansisted by Messry.
V.HoydandE.Lccc,wuluchnr:eofthe
Navy Lengue Sea Cadet Force, “¥ietory" unlt
Mr. J, Willams, followed by
“Warrego,” “Perth," “Australia” “Sirips” ang

"Endeavour.”” OfScers present included
D. R. Mathers, C. E. Lithgow, P B Somry
T. Otsen, N. Rand and J, Joynen,

FOR §] YEARS

the
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Our funde 2re wsed o auxint in the d 1
Country and with our Erties el ol the
the protection of sur Pol ‘c‘;rPHoHe:u,u betd st g

Pire, Marine, Accident, Motor Car
and
Househotders', House-Owners
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Crops, Stacks, Fencing, Piuvius
Al Classes of Agricuttueal Insuranee

Head Ofice: 117 PITT STREET
ELWTN King, hS_YB.!:B;m
Y Curtre Crowhest the
hrw«mm&w-n&’ﬁum&':uﬁ_
“Service 1o the Public™ I
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SEA CADET NOTES
[Conlinued]

Mr. Cristofani is acting C.0. of N.L.T.D.
"Sirjus,” aeaisted by Mesars. Schneider and Rend.
* » - »

N.L.T.D. “"Canberra" recently had & caller at

Headquarterg in Alderman R. Itrike, We hape
the day is not far distant when Orange Sea
Cadet Carpe is the headquarters for many cadet
uwpits in Central and Western NS.W. I[n Canada,
Soutk Africa and even in Engiand many cadet
unita fourish far from the mea,

Juma, TP4é
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SEA CADET NOTES

' [Continued)

'Owing to the necessity for withholding the
Dews of my departure until certain matters were
settled, it was not posaible for me to Bay good-
bye to many officers and ratings, I bope that
they will accept this Apology, together with my

NETTLEFOLDS SCREWS

ARE USED IN EVERY

Do you see Little Robert?

No ., . I see a brilliant young Naval Officer
e s

A 5 I,.F-
- it e
;%

HE 19 POPULAR AROVE AND BELOW
DECKS . ., MEETS FAIR WEATHERN AND
FOUL WITH A READY SNTLE . .. A SMILE THAT

OWES MUCH TO LIFELONC USE OF TPANA,

Robert's imtent young gase seer nejther bive ses nar wheel-
ing gelh, It spes groy, pluotom shipy in line shead, Lips
pnﬁi::‘a ln'l.llol of 'll:.]lu&nda:;:er-mici‘plﬁu...l
smile berm ol pro CAre &1 requlor mee of Ipana.
Robert, m the N’::] Collego, will brdng extra kunm-m:o
hix work wy wall m « 1+« lor tecth eare during ehild
hood will bwve spared bim wody-thee lom in brequemt teeth
carrection

Asewrding vo 4 Matlons]l Survey, three out of four demtions
+ pereonally ey [pams, Lot thelr cholon by youws' gwide.

~
“a i
DNLY BT
CHErTS

' TOOTH PASTE

N.I. Sea Cadet officers on ro
account must wear cap badges as
worn by the RN. and RAN.
officers.

- [ ] [ 3

Good reports come to hand of
the growing strength of "'Perth”
unit (Mr. P. G. Tobiit, C.0.) snd
"Ausirslia® unit (Mr. W. T. Ofsen,
A /C0OL).

L] L] [ ]

Mr. and Mrs, Forayth countinue
their splendid gemerceity and en-
couragement Lo officers and cadela
using (heir property at 10 William
Street, Henley,

8.0 Co der, W. L. Ha .
officers and cadeta of the Sea Cadet
Corps are complimented on the pro-
gress and incressing efficiency of
the Corps. Their voluntary work
and the keen interest they have
shown Iz muchk appreciated by the
Executive Committee,

L] [ ] L

Commanding Officers are re-
quested to note that before any
further appointmenta of officers
are made to the Corps, they should
submit their recommendations to
Headquarters, ag ra appointment
in valid untess approved by the
Executlve Committee.

* [ ] [ ]

Lieut. J. G. Shilcock, R.N,
writes:— .

“I would like to thank the offi-
cers and ratings of the Sea Cadet
Corps for the fine pocket compasa,
which was presented to me before
I left Sydney. I shall always
take a keen lInterest i(n Aus-
tralia pow, and will try to teach
cadets at home (wher I get
there) something  of  their
Australlan messcmates,

best wishes [or the future,

T am fully confident that Commander Ham- BRITISH SHIP
mer, Lieutenant-Commander Lloyd and Sup-
Lieutenant Loss will continue my work, and that »

the strength and efficiency of the Carpa wil]
increase enormously, This will, hawever, re-
quire a determined effort on the part of each
and every officer and rating in the Corps, a8 no
amount of wark by Headquarters can succeed
without that support. I shalt continue to keep
in touch with Headquarters and will watch the
future of the Corpe with keen interest”

BRITAIN'S NEWES'i' BATTLESHIP

NETTLEFOLDS PTY. LTD.

SUNSHINE, YICTORIA

e

Tha 42.500-ton battleship Vanguard anchorsd th !
lrgest v, i he Fith of Clyde. sfor he betteui ro bt fhe words
tricky |4-mlle channel from the Clydebank basin whers it was built,
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CONFIDENCE ...

.. . caanot be bought . . . only given. Men wilh
confidence in their ship and “their commander
have given freely something which cannot be
assessed in concrete terms. They have faith fn
their own destiny, We at Cooee have faith and
confidence in our Ship of Commerce. We believe
confidently in the lﬁiure of our Company be-
cause we Inow that it stands on a solid policy of
FAIR DEALING. Because of this policy we. in
turn, have gained the confidenze of the public,

COOEE CLOTHING

LIMITED
SYDNEY

"Tha bast for lass in Men's and Boys' wear

RICHARD WIDRIDGE & (0.
' PTY. LTD.

12 SPRING STREET SYDNEY

Refrigerating and Dairy Engineers
Contractors to H.M. Aust. Navy

"Phone: BA25| {3 Iinu].

THE NAVY'S FUTURE
{Continued from page 5)

wide open spaces, with additional cover from
shorebased aireraft in preas accessible from jand

bages.

Reverting again .io the First Lord's speech, he .

sald: "“Teamwork befween ships and alrcraft at
sen, between operational, training and sclentlfic
staffs on shore, aad between different services
and dHferent nationalliies, has been the wvecret
of the remarkable success of the campaign
pgaingt the U-boats. It is to perpetuate one
aspect of this team-work that a jeint R.N.-
R.AF, Anti-Submarine School has recently been
established by the Admiralty and Alr Ministry.”

Taking all this Into mccount ome can eamily
wee the preoccupation of the Ademiralty with the
development of the Naval Air Arm. And 30 long
aa pubmarines are in the hands of any potential
enemies, 80 long as war ia posaible and the need
for a cotmprehensive convoy system stlll exista,
It is to be hoped that Coastal Command, which
worked in such c¢lose and efficlent co-operation
with the Royal Navy during the war, will never
again be allowed to become a starved Cinderella,

Other Surface Warshipa.

The leasons of the war and the develpment
of new weapons, many of which are atill in thelr
infancy, may profoundly affect the design and
armarment of c¢rulsers, destroyers and escort
vessely. Ships of all these three maln types
proved thelr utility again and again during the
war, and that vessels to carry out their functions
will be required [n the foture seems icevitable,

Lack of space prevents any-detalled discussion,
though what appbes to capltal ships applies
equally to all surface shipa. The 10,000-ton, 8-
inch gun crulsers were not regarded with particu.
lar favour before 1939. The crulsers that proved
thetr value during the war were the smaller
ships of 5,000 to 8,000 tona, arened with @-Inch
or 5.25-in¢h guna.

The sarne must be sald for “Fleet" destroyers.
They were originally designed for torpedolng
the enemy’s heavy ahips, for breaking up hoatile
deatroyer attacks, and for anti-aubmarine duties
with our own fleet. Nowadiys, however, they
are really nothing more nor less than very Hght
criteers of high speed which can be used for
many .other -thingy besides those mentioped.

dasa, 1944
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Among other things they wers employed during
the war for shore bombardment, mine-laylng snd
carrying troops and stores,

The mpaller "Hunt" class destroyers, slower,
chenper and more raphily bullt than the "Fleets,”
were particularly useful for antl-submarine, anti-
aircraft and coastal comvoy wark., They had
insufficient endurance for ocean convey; but for
thelr size were well-armed, handy ships which
pald an ample dividend Iy a varlety of difficult
funetions.

S50 lobg es 8 convoy system ks poesible, we
ghall need surface escorts. With the develop-
ment of submarines and their increaged under-
water apeed, it seema probable that escort vesses
of the future will require still greater seagoing
endurance and rather higher apeed. This wil
mean larger ships.

Bubmarines.

As the German U.-boats brought us to the
verge of defeat in the Firat World War, we
constetently demanded theilr aboiltion In the
various conferences for the Hmitation of Naval
Armamenis which were held between the wara.
Other nations would not agree. All we achieved
was an agreement which lald It down that sub-
marines muat conform to the aame rules as aur-
face shipa in conducting war ag merchant
vepsels. We need not go into details, but Ger-
many §igned the agreement which drew the sting
from submarine warfare. She gpeedlly broke
her word when hostllities came, with the result
that we all know,

One does not know If we shall again try for
the complete abalitlon of submarines, but if we
do we may be no more successful than before.
On the other hand, there are some who profess
to see In the submarine vessel a partial counter
to the atomle bomb, ta which suggestion I, who
am no experi In such matters, would not dare
t¢ venture any oplnlon.

New Wempsns and Devioos,

The recent war saw the production and develop-
ment of 3 multitude of new weapons and devices.
The aadie, for locating submarines under water,
was in exintence before 1039. But slnce the out-
break we have had magnetlc and acoustic mines;
radar [n it many forms; acouatlc torpedoes
which "home" on thelr targetn; radio-dlrecied
bombs launched from alrcraft; the weapona

{Continued on next page}
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V1 and V2; projectiles for anti-aircraft
:nu::np:vlded with tuI;:s causing them to burst
on coming within & certain distance of their tar-
get; and self-propeiled rockets of devastating
effect fired from landing crafi.

these new instruments of warfare
a.reu::iil ;‘thelr comparative infancy, and pobedy
can say how they may be developed. If one
considers it, a sbell fired from & heavy gum in
g beitieship represents an infiniiesimal part of
the weight of the gum, the gun fu ret, the armour
and the machlnery necessary io pend that sheil
to its target. Moreover, the £9,000,000 battle-
ship of 42,600 tons existn maloly to piace &
peries of projectiles from eight 15-inch guns on
ihelr eventual targets.

k tho not so mccurate as Bhell,
co:;nt‘:‘:lnet&eir oigﬂh propellant, have little or mo
recail, apd require no Weighty apparatus for
their discharge snd elignmest. Can It be possible
that in the futdre we miy Bee ghips carryisg
rockets of grest rango and explogive power fitted
with some for mol "homing” device finally to
attract them to tbeir targets towsrds the end
of their Gight?

One cannoi say: but to the sclentific minds
who have produced many new wehpons since
1030, the developmenti of more novel and deadiier
contrlvances still 18 inevitable.

The future of the Royal Navy provides ample
food for thought. While leadership, coursge and
the art of seamanship must pifll exist, naval
officers And men In the years (o come will become
more and more sclentifieg)ly-minded.

Mever agaln, sald the Firat Lord, must we bﬁ
caught unprepared. “Thin country, this Empire,
he added, “has demoratrated ita deslre for peace
sgeln and agein, to the point of mucrifice and
even of humiliation.” Ta reiterate, a weak Bri-
tain is no ald to world pesee, and we are resohved
to play our full part as & member of the United
Nations' Orgapisation, Mr. Alexsnder b?lped that
every nation bad recognised the truthj Ye dare
pot stand slone.” "The Royal Nevy." be con-
tinued, "must ever be prepared to Play its part
behind that Organisation in support of Juutice
and Freedom.”

Joss. 1v4s
MERCHANT NAVYY
2) '
{By courteay of the Chamber of Bhipping,
Loadon. ) ’

In the last issue it was staied that future notes
on the Merchant Navy would deal with the re-
conatruction of the Britlsh Mercantile Marine.
That “reconatruction” (the term is used in its
widest sense) has begun.

Moat people will have read partleulars of the
Government scheme for the disposal of State-
owned ships bulit during the war. Apari from
such vessels as tranaport ferries, barges, lighters,
dredgers, etc,, some 470 vessels were locluded in
the scheme, some being offered for purchase,
some for charter for two, three or five years,
and Bome for purchase or charter. In most cases
the Government fixed » basle price below which
tenders would not be accepted. For the 324
ships In groups I and II {mainly the war-bullt
Hners, tramps and tankers), for whkich wlons th
reaults of the “muction' have been a 4
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others, often through no fault of their own,
could not. Om the whale the agreememt was
sceepted so a commerciplly fair bargwin, But
when w ship was sunk it wis aot always possible
for an owner to repiace it from the lnsurance
money he received. There was some building en
private account, hut there was s shortage of
building facllities. Al ships Iaid down during
the war had to comply in design and equipment
with Admiraliy requirements. An owner unahle
to Bulld cobld contract to buy w Government
ship and teke possession of it mix months after
the war ended. In the meantime, he could anly
take over the management of the shlp, wnd hLis
remuneration was merely that of & manager.
Tkus, In many cabes, hin inBurmnce recoveries
usually had no other investment ouilet than
Government Securities.

Thls will belp to explsin how ‘he shipowner,
apparently well off as regards money, Was poorly
off as regarde ships, Indeed, it hea been wrgued
—and not only within the |ndustry—that while
the Government plan waz successful In ensuring
that war profits were oot plled up, it eramped

110 were purchased snd 2 were taken on charter,

British ¢wners bld £19,507,200 for the 110
ships they hought—nearly £3,250,000 above the
basle prices—and for the annual charter hire,
£1,080,000. It may be thought than an industry
which ean produce over £10,000,000 has not dobe
too badly out of the war, Much of this money,
however, was insurance on lost ships, Ship-
ownern have never concealed the fact that they
had substantie] liquld resources; what they have
liicked have been the “tools of their irede"—
shipp—and they have taken the earbest oppor-
tunity of wcquiring them.

It will be useful to consldar how the tate
remunerated shipowners for the use of their ves-
sels for war purposes. The Government decided,
quite rightly, that there should be mo Jrge
profits made out of the war. It wan therefore
arranged that on an agreed capital vaine for
different classes of ships requisition or “hire"
rates should be paid, which were desigmed (¢
caver opersting costs and to enabie Ave per cent
to be sef apart for depreciation—it wust be
remembered that the lfe of a ship s roughly
20 years, so that ib that period its original coat
muet he provided for—and five per cenmt. for
interest. These perceniages were not g guaran-
toed mintmum, Many shipowners, by skilful and
efficient managemeni werp able i¢ earn them;

the develor t of the Induniry insofer s whip-
owners were not able to earn sufficient money
for replacement purposes, having regard to the
great (ncrewse In building comts,

There remals many ships in Government
ownership, but it 18 to be presumed that sooner
or later these will be disposed of, for the Govern-
ment has indlcated guite clearly that it does not
want {o stay in the shipping business. The
Americans have silll to depose of their vast
surpine tonnege. Untll ihis Is done thers will
be no health in shipping.

WAR LOSSES

The Royal Navy during the war lost 50,000
men, 7350 warahlps, not ascluding small ships,
and 1,500 aircraft, of which 500 were lost in
combay.

Coastsl Command, supportlng the Navy in
home weaiers, ot 1,480 alreraft,

The Merchant Navy last 12] mllHon tons of
shlpping and 30,000 men.

Australlan losses are not Included in the
figures piven above,
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