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TO ALL 
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A LETTER TO LAW 

The. Sun" invites you to consult 
"Barrister-at-law" free on legal 
questions regarding rehabilitation 
and war service. "Barrister-at-law" 
was a serving soldier in the second 
AIF, and is a prominent lawyer. 

Address your enquiries to "Barris-
ter-at-Law," "The Sun," Box 
2728C, Sydney. 
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THE BOY—HELP HIM! 
J^.N G L A N D ' S grea t war - t ime P r ime Minister , Wins ton Churchil l , has 

urged t he Navy League to " ca r ry on." In yea r s of peace and war the 
Navy League th roughou t t he Empi re h^s s t r iven to do i t s d u t y ; here in 
New South Wales t h e r e has been no s lackening of effor t , even though t he 
resul t s have not a lways justif ied t he labour expended. But in our Sea 
Cadet Corps hopes a r e h igh, t h a n k s to t he unselfish voluntary co-opera-
tion of a few splendid cit izens who, a s officers of the Corps, devote much 
of the i r available t ime in t r a in ing t he boys in naut ical sub jec t s . To these 
men t he whole communi ty is indebted , for it is Aus t ra l i a ' s boys who bene-
fit f rom a t r a in ing which includes discipline, boa t -management , s ignall ing, 
swimming , rope-work, and o ther u se fu l i tems. You, reader , and your 
f r iends , a r e urged to help. If you cannot give service you can give money 
—no sum is too small . T h e provision of addit ional boa ts and var ious gea r 
essent ial to t he development of the Corps will s ign i fy a considerable amount 
of f inancing. It is up to t he people of Sydney par t icular ly and New South 
Wales in genera l to dip into the i r pockets for t h e Navy League boys. Sea 
Cadet un i t s a r e establ ished in Manly, N o r t h Sydney, Woolwich, Henley, S t . 
George, Woollahra, Domain, and O r a n g e . 

G i f t s of money or equipment will be officially acknowledged by any 
Officer-in-Charge of un i t s or by t h e Hon. T rea su re r s . T h e N a v y League. 
Royal E x c h a n g e Building, Br idge S t r ee t , Sydney . 
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CASUALTIES FOR EMPIRE NEARLY H MILLION 
Empire Service casualties during the war 

compiled up to August 14, totalled 1,246,025. 

United Kingdom, 755,257; India, 179,935; 
Canada, 101,538; Australia, 95,561; New 
Zealand. 39,929; South Africa, 37,633; Col-
onies, 36,172. 

Details of the casualties were:— 
Killed (including died of wounds and in-

j u r i e s ) : United Kingdom, 211,723; Canada, 
37,476; India, 24.338; Austral ia. 23.365; 
New Zealand, 10,033; Colonies. 6,877; South 
Africa, 6,840. Total, 353,652. 

Missing: United Kingdom. 53.039; Col-
onies. 14,208; India. 11,751; Australia, 6.030; 
New Zealand, 2.12D; Canada, 1.843; South 
Africa. 1.841. Total, 90,844. 

Wounded: United Kingdom, 277,090; In-
dia, 64,354; Canada, 53,174; Australia, 
39,803; New Zealand, 19,314; South Africa, 
14,363; Colonies, 6,972. Total. 475,070. 

Prisoners of war (including Service intern-
e e s ) : United Kingdom, 180,405; India, 
79,189; Australia, 26,363; South Africa, 
14.589; Canada, 9,045; New Zealand, 8,453; 
Colonies, 8.115. Total. 326,459. 

Merchant Navy casua' t ies included men of 
all nationalities who served in British regis-
tered and chartered ships and fishing boats. 
Deaths (including deaths in internment or 
presumed deaths in missing ships) totalled 
30,189; missinc, .").264: wounded, 4,402; and 
internees, 5,556. Total, 45,411. 

T h e policy of " m a k i n g do" has 
never been applied to Clyde 
Batter ies . World-wide shor tages 
of raw m a t e r i a l s b rough t a lmost 
i n su rmoun tab le difficulties to 
ba t te ry m a n u f a c t u r e r s . Th i s 
a cu t e position was faced by the 
Clyde Chemis t , whose research 
a n d ingenuity—-combined with 
t h e ba t t e ry c r a f t s m e n of 25 
years ' Aus t ra l ian exper ience— 
succeeded in keeping up a h igh 
s t a n d a r d of Clyde Ba t t e ry 
efficiency. 

T h r o u g h o u t Aust ra l ia a n d over-
seas these s turdy ba t te r ies a r e 
yielding the i r s teady flow of 
las t ing power to m a n y thous-
ands of Gove rnmen t , c o m m e r -
cial a n d pr iva te owners, s t a n d -
ing up to rigorous condi t ions to 
t h e end of the i r long life. 
T h a n k s to t h e chemis t you can 
use Clyde Bat te r ies wi th 
confidence. 

CLYDE BATTERIES 
MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED BY: 

CLYDE BATTERIES PTY. LTD. 
Sales Dept.: Granville. 'Phone: UW9963-4. 

Service Dept.: 61-85 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney. 'Phone: MS73I. 
BRANCHES AT MELBOURNE. ADELAIDE. AND BRISBANE. 
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STRIKING RECORD 
THE F L E E T AIR ARM AND ITS FUTURE 

By B. J . HURREN. 

^ I V E years a f t e r what may fairly be termed 
the most consequential a t tack in the his-

tory of sea warfare , the main weapon of 
offence then used is already obsolescent and 
likely to vanish completely from naval air 
operations. 

That is the verdict which informed naval 
quar ters give concerning the torpedo 
launched f rom a i rc raf t . It is a verdict which 
derives f rom sober analysis of the effect of 
really large bombs (cf. sinking of the ' Tir-
pitz") and the str iking results of rocket pro-
jectiles, whose chief advantage over the 
torpedo is unerr ing accuracy in aim as well 
as depriving target ships of the chance of 
taking avoiding action. 

In the year 1940 a new vista in naval war-
fa re opened, although the actions by a i rc ra f t 
f rom the "Ben-My-Chree" in the Aegean in 
the last war secured success in air-launched 
torpedo at tack against Turkish vessels. 

Af t e r the defection of the Vichy French 
f rom the Allied cause, it became necessary to 
neutralise French warships under the orders 
of Petain and his henchmen. The action at 
Oran, regret tably necessary, involved an 
orthodox onslaught by heavy calibre guns 
firing f rom British battleships and an air 
torpedo at tack. But a t Dakar, where the 
French battleship "Richelieu" was the main 
naval unit, an at tack by six Swordfish, borne 
in the carrier "Hermes," gave a pointer to 
the f a t e await ing battleships which faced ac-
tion without air support. 

These Swordfish fired torpedoes at close 
range and in shallow waters . One torpedo 
is believed not to have " r u n " or else to have 
stuck in mud in passage. The remaining 
five hi t the pride of the French Navy and 
two explosions in critical places caused the 
"Richelieu" to be crippled. 

Four months later, a f a r more ambitious 
air torpedo at tack was launched, also by 
Swordfish torpedo bombers. This was at 
Taranto, on 11th November, 1940, by squad-
rons f rom the British carrier "Illustrious." 

The details of the attack are well known, 
and have been recorded in official publica-
tions and in e.iemy archives, since captured. 
The enemy fleet was closely protected by A.A. 
bat ter ies of all kinds, both shore and ship, by 
curtains cf balloon cables and anti-torpedo 
nets. Yet, in the night, a handful of R.N. 
a i rcraf t put out of action three battleships, 
two being heavily damaged and one beached, 
as well s t r iking successfully at smaller 
ships. 

All this was accomplished for the expendi-
ture of only eleven torpedoes, though flare-
dropping and bomb diversionary a i rc ra f t 
were used in limited quanti ty. 

IL is safe to say that the results were out 
of all proportion to the effort expended; and 
if two ai rcraf t and crews were lost, tha t 
was a small price to pay for the complete re-
ad jus tment of the balance of sea power in 
the Mediterranean in favour of the British 
Navy. Admiral Cunningham, so long as he 
had carrier a i rc ra f t to support his warships, 
could be confident of success. Indeed, suc-
cess followed not long a f t e rwards at Mata 
pan when the naval a i rc ra f t with the fleet 
caused three majo r Italian cruisers to be 
brought under the guns of British battle-
ships and sent a Littorio class batt leship 
limping In.ck to harbour, f rom which she 
never again emerged to face battle. 

The torpedo, thus launched, went on to fu r -
ther effoi; . Used with land-based squad-
rons, princii r.'iy at Malta, though from time 
to t ime in the Western Desert, Crete and Cy-
prus, the torpedo achieved outs tanding 
results. It accounted for numerous ships of 
all categories, though main ships eluded ac-
tion chieflv Ir- tak ing sea routes beyond the 
effective s t r iking range of the a i rc ra f t . The 
figures show that naval air a rm squadrons 
a t Malta in the critical year 1912 accounted 
for 160,00". tons of enemy shipping with 36 
torpedoes 

Indeed, now tha t security can no longer 
apply, o:-e of the most interest ing tables 

'Con t inued on page 4.) 
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IT MUST BE GOOD 
IF IT'S PACKED IN . . . 

which could be issued by t h e Admira l ty 
would be a comparison of resu l t s . Le t com-
par isons be odious if t hey m u s t ; it is a lmost 
cer ta in t h a t t he a i r c r a f t torpedo will show 
resu l t s super ior to t h e act ions of any o the r 
naval weapon, w h e t h e r guns or torpedoes, 
though pe rhaps t h e submar ine s will be able 
to show very g r a t i f y i n g figures of success. 

I t is ex t r ao rd ina ry , then , t h a t t he verdic t 
should be t h a t t h e torpedo has had i ts day. 
F i r s t let it be emphas ised t h a t on t he resu l t s 
of t he naval a i r a r m ' s a t t acks , t he R.A.F. 
adap ted many of i ts successful bomber and 
a t t ack a i r c r a f t to th i s du ty . The Welling-
ton bomber and t h e Beauf igh te r were both 
produced in t o r p e d o - c a n y i n g versions. 

Never the less , t h e development of t he 
rocket pro jec t i le mater ia l ly influenced t he 
course of the w a r a t sea. The first success 
in th is sphe re is a t t r i bu ted to Swordfish 
opera t ing in t he Nor th At lant ic in t he Spr ing 
of 194:5. Then, in an a t t ack aga in s t U-
boa ts h u n t i n g in a pack and de termined to 
fight off a i r a t t ack by gunfi re , t he "punch of 
a 6-inch c ru i se r " set t led t he account of those 
hit with t he new rocket weapon. 

At t h a t date , t he u tmos t secrecy prevailed 
abou t t he rocket p r o j e c t i l t ; hut it was ob-
vious t ha t with development it could become 
a formidable cha rac te r . Ai r commanders 
accepted t he R.P. enthusias t ica l ly , and whi ls t 
the torpedo was not abandoned, it became t h e 
pract ice to send out land-based a i r s t r i k ing 
forces flying in company a rmed wi th tor -
pedo and with R.P.s . 

Two Dominion squadrons especially f ea -
tu red in th i s type of act ion, ope ra t ing f r o m 
a Norfolk airfield. The i r mot toes were ap-
propr ia te ly "Sock ' E m " and "Sink ' E m , " t he 
first going into a t t ack wi th rockets and t he 
second following up closely (or even mak-
ing s imul taneous a t t a c k ) with torpedoes . 
These two Anzac squadrons used t h e Beau-
fighter. 

Less and less v e n t u r i n g to sea, G e r m a n 
sh ipping was found h u g g i n g t he F r e n c h and 
Norwegian coast . Rover reconnaissance a i r -
c r a f t — F i r e f l y fighters of t h e Naval A i r A r m 
—secured a ser ies of successes aga in s t such 
sea t ra f f ic . If no t a r g e t s were available, then 
use fu l g round a t t a c k s aga in s t r a d a r and port 
ins ta l la t ions were b r o u g h t off. 

(Continued on page 11.) 

/ j t There is no camouflage about 
/ M M glass-packed products . . . no • 

f u M guesswork about buying them. 
Goods packed in glass tell their 

own sales story . . . a straightforward story of 
quality which needs no concealment. Remember, 
too, that glass-packed goods offer extra value, 
because every glass container is re-usable . . . 
glass does not end as garbage, it goes on giving 
service. See what you buy and be sure you are 
buying the best by always asking for goods in 
glass—the one form of packing which is TRANS-
PARENTLY honest! 

AUSTRALIAN GLASS MFRS. CO. 
PTY. LTD. 

420-435 SPENCER ST., MELBOURNE. Ph.: F6101 
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A u s t r a l i a n W a r V e t e r a n s r e t u r n h o m e f r o m o v e r s e a s . 



METAL MANUFACTURES 
LTD. 

Port Kembla, N.S.W. 

CftBLES 

TUBES 

Makers of . . . 

Non-Ferrous Wire and Stranded Conductors, Tubes, 

Telephone Cables, Braided Wire and Cables, etc. 

SELLING AGENTS 

I with Distributors in all States) 

Wire, Cables, etc. Tubes & Brass Wire 

BRITISH INSULATED KNOX SCHLAPP 

CABLES LTD. & CO. 

84 88 William St., Melb. Collii.s House, Melb. 

Kembla Bldg., Sydney Kembla Bldg, Sydney 

W. G. PICKRELL 
PTY. LTD. 

42 KING ST., NEWTOWN 

Engineers 
Electric Welders 
Sheet Metal Workers 

'Phone: LA5084 
P.O. Box 44, Newtown 

The 

Carlton Hotel 

56 CASTLEREAGH STREET 
SYDNEY 

K. A. WOOLDRIDGE, 
Managing Director. 
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When the Future Becomes the Present 
Soon, we hope, those 
dreams of a home and the 
soft luxury of Feltex will 
become reality. At the 
moment, however, the 
demand for Feltex is so 
great that intending pur-
chasers may have to wait 
for delivery of orders placed 
with thei,' furniture store. 

t09k row 
THt NAM E LTE X 
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FRESH LIGHT ON THE PACIFIC WAR 
By F R A N C I S M c M U R T R I E in " T H E N A V Y " 

W I T H the su r r ende r of J a p a n t he archives 
T* of t he Naval Staff in Tokyo and else-

where have been opened to Allied inspec-
tion. This ha s th rown a good deal of f r e s h 
l ight on detai ls of t he war in t he Pacific 
af fec t ing t he enemy fleet. 

On 30th Augus t t he United S ta t e s Navy 
Depa r tmen t in Washing ton issued a s ta te -
ment showing the number of J apanese war -
sh ips remain ing in service, wi th par t icu la rs 
of those lost, down to and including cruis-
ers . Though th i s corresponds fa i r ly closely 
wi th Allied es t ima tes as r ega rds ba t t lesh ips 
and a i r c r a f t carr iers , t h e r e is a wide dis-
crepancy so f a r a s c ru i se rs a r e concerned. 

Dur ing 1942 and 1943 J a p a n ' s losses in 
c ru isers were by no means crippling, as sup-
posed a t the t ime, and indeed did not amount 
to a s many as Allied casual t ies in th i s cate-
gory. No really severe c ru iser losses were 
inflicted on the enemy until 1944; and then 
t h e heaviest toll was taken , not by naval a i r -
c r a f t in such engagemen t s a s t he Bat t l e f o r 
Leyte , but by Allied submar ines . 

Probably t he clearest method of i l lus t ra t -
ing t he f ac t s is by consider ing t he var ious 
act ions chronologically. T h u s it will be 
found t h a t , con t ra ry to belief a t t he t ime, 
t he J apanese lost no cru isers in t he Bat t le of 
t h e J a v a Sea, nor in any o ther of the var ious 
opera t ions in t he Dutch Indies du r ing 
J a n u a r y and F e b r u a r y , 1942. Nor did they 
lose a cru iser in t he reduct ion of Wake Is-
land. Two cru isers which were believed to 
have been sunk by American m.t.b.s. in t he 
Phil ippines were evidently beached or o ther -
wise saved f r o m becoming losses; and one 
repor ted to have been torpedoed by a U.S. 
submar ine off C h r i s t m a s Island in March. 
1942, also remained afloat. In t h e same 
mon th a i r c r a f t f r o m the U.S.S. "Lex ing ton" 
and "York town ," when they raided the har-
bours of Sa lamaua and Lae, on t h e coast of 
New Guinea, claimed to have des t royed t h r e e 
c ru i se r s ; but , in f ac t , none w a s sunk . 

No enemy cru ise rs were sunk in t he Ba t t l e 
of t h e Coral Sea. and onlv one ( the "Mi-
k u m a " ) in t h e Bat t l e of Midway, on 6th 

June , 1942. This was t he first c ru i se r to be 
lost by Jaivir. in t he war . The second was 
t he "Kako, ' torpedoed by the U.S. submar ine 
S44 to the no r thward of New Ireland on 
10th Augus t , 1942. 

In t he Bat t le of Cape Esperance on 11th 
October. 1942, observers claimed t h a t f o u r 
enemy cru isers were sunk. In fac t , t he only 
one to be lost w a s t h e " H u r u t a k a . " Another , 
t he " Y u r a , " was sunk by U.S. bombers dur -
ing the Bat t le of San ta Cruz Islands, a f o r t -
n ight la ter . 

As many as e ight J apanese cruisers were 
claimed to have been sunk in t he Bat t le of 
Guadalcanal in the following month . The re 
now prcves to have been only one lost, t he 
"Kinugasa . " Th is action, like several of t he 
o the r engagemen t s in t h e S.W. Pacific, was 
f o u g h t a t n ight , which probably accounts 
f o r the difficulty in e s t ima t ing t he real dam-
age done to t he enemy. 

A s ix th J apanese cruiser was des t royed 
in December, 1942; th i s was t he an t iqua ted 
" T e n r y u , " torpedoed by t he U.S. submar ine 
"Albacore" off t he coast of New Guinea. 
This completes t he tale of enemy cru iser 
losses fo r 1941-42. which had originally been 
es t imated to number 30 or more, though , a t a 
la te r date , the Navy Depa r tmen t in Wash ing-
ton revised th i s figure severely. 

In t he same period the Allies lost a dozen 
c ru i se r s : H.M.S. " E x e t e r , " H.M.A.S. " P e r t h " 
and "Canbe r ra , " t he U.S.S. "Hous ton . " "As-
tor ia . " " N o r t h a m p t o n . " "Quinev," "Vin-
cennes ," " A t l a n t a . " and " J u n e a u , " and t he 
Dutch "De R u y t e r " and " J a v a . " T h u s s ta-
t ist ically the advan tage still remained wi th 
t h e enemy du r ing 1942. 

,i 1943 American e s t ima tes of enemy 
losses, as the resul t of experience, were 
somewha t more cau t ious ; but even so, t hey 
amoun ted to 16 c ru i se rs a s compared wi th an 
ac tual f igure of two. These were t h e 
" J i n t s u , " sunk in t h e Kula Gulf action in 
Ju ly , and t he "Senda i , " off Bougainvil le in 
November . A i r c r a f t had claimed a baker ' s 
dozen sunk on var ious occasions d u r i n g t he 

(Cont inued on nex t page.) 
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yea r in t he vicinity of New Guinea and the 
Solomons, and in the Marshal l I s lands ; and 
s u r f a c e ships t hough t they had accounted 
f o r one in a n igh t engagement off Kolomban-
ga ra in Augus t . 

No doubt inexperienced a i rmen were ap t 
to imagine t ha t a ship set on fire by bombing 
was "in ex t remis , " and so would count her 
a s lost. Cases of misidentif icat ion of ships 
f r o m the a i r a re so common in every navy 
t h a t it may well be t ha t some of those re-
ported as c ru isers may actually have been 
smaller vessels, such as des t royers or mine-
layers. 

When in Town, visit . . . 

COLES CAFETERIA 
BOURKE STREET STORE 

First Floor 

QUICK SERVICE LUNCHEON COUNTER 
Basement 

Swanston Street Store 

G. J. COLES & COY. LIMITED 

In t he 1944 campaign claims and f a c t s 
correspond much more closely. T h u s t he 
cruiser which H.M. submar ine "Tal lvho" tor -
pedoed in t he nor the rn approaches to the 
S t r a i t s of Malacca on 11th J a n u a r y , 1944, 
proves to have been t he " K u m a , " which duly 
sank. The two which U.S. car r ier -borne 
a i r c r a f t were believed to have sunk in the 
a t t ack on T r u k in F e b r u a r y a r e now known 
to have been t he war-buil t " A g a n o " and t he 
obsolescent " N a k a " ; but t he f o r m e r was 
t he victim of t he U.S. submar ine " S k a t e " 
and not of a i r a t t ack . Other well-founded 
submar ine claims include the " T a t u t a , " tor-
pedoed by t he "Sandlance" south-west of 
llati.io Island, in March ; the "Yubar i , " by 
the "Bluegill ," in the Carolines, in Apr i l ; t he 
"Oi," in the South China Sea, by t h e 
" F l a s h e r , " in J u l y ; t he " N a g a r a , " by t he 
"Croaker , " to t he wes tward of Kyushu, and 
the "Na to r i , " by t he " H a r d h e a d . " off Samar , 
both in July . 

An erican claims in t he series of act ions 
known collectively as t he Bat t le fo r Leyte, 
in which the J apanese N a v y was finally 
crushed, appear on the o the r hand to have 
been sl ight ly under es t imated . Al toge ther 
10 enemy cru isers were sunk, these being t he 
" A t a g o " and "Maya , " torpedoed by t he sub-
mar ines " D a r t e r " and "Dace ," respectively, 
in the Pa lawan Passage on 23rd October ; t h e 
"Tyokai , " sunk by naval a i r c r a f t in t he 
S ibuyan Sea next d a y ; t he "Mogami ." in 
action with su r f ace warsh ips in the Sur igao 

PAUL & GRAY LIMITED 
Reg. Office: 

400 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE 
Telephone: MU 6831 (8 lines) 

• 

SHIP CHANDLERS, SAILMAKERS, AND 
IMPORTERS 

• 

529 FLINDERS STREET, MELBOURNE 
• 

YACHT REQUISITES OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS 
Rigging and Splicing J Speciality 

E M U BRAND 

MEANS 
SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 

GEO. KINNEAR & SONS PTY. LTD. 
IT1MNEAR HOUSI, KING ST., MIKOUHNI. 

MU 9321. • l in t* 
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St ra i t on 25th October ; the " T a m a , " torped-
oed by t he submar ine "Ja l lao" to the nor th-
eas t of Luzon, and t he " S u z u y a " and "T ; -
k u m a , " sunk by s u r f a c e vessels and naval 
a i r c r a f t off Samar , all on 25th October ; and 
t he " A b u k u m a , " by su r face ships, and 
" K i n u " and "Nosiro ," by naval a i r c r a f t , a t 
var ious points in the Phil ippines dur ing 26th 
October. 

Remain ing cruiser casual t ies all occurred 
in November , 1944, as t he f r u i t of naval a i r 
a t t acks . These were t h e " N a t i , " "Kiso" and 
" K u m a n o , " which had t a k e n r e f u g e in Man-
ila Bay or Dasol Bay, Luzon. « f t e r being 
damaged in t he previous mon th ' s bat t le . 

F o u r c ru isers lost in 1945 were the "Ha-
guro ," sunk in May by a Bri t ish des t royer 
division a f t e r being disabled by t he Naval 
Air A r m ; the "As iga ra , " torpedoed in t h e 
J a v a Sea nor th of Banka S t ra i t by H.M. sub-
mar ine " T r e n c h a n t , " in J u n e ; t he " I suzu , " 
by the U.S. submar ines " C h a r " and "Gabi-
l a n " nor th of Soembawa. and t he "Yahag i , " 
by naval a i r c r a f t south-west of Kyushu , both 
in April. 

The "Aoba" and "O.voro," like t he bat t le-
ships " H y u g a , " " I s e " and " H a r u n a , " were 
reduced to wrecks as a resu l t of sys temat ic 
bombing of the naval port a t Kure by air-
c r a f t f rom American carr iers . T h u s the sole 
surv ivors of J a p a n ' s c ru iser forces a r e t he 
"Myoko" and "Takao ," both lying a t Singa-
pore in a damaged s ta te , and t he almost new 

Better Butter -
Better Buy It 

"Sakawa , " a t Yokosuka. At t h e l a t t e r por t 
was also lying the ba t t l e sh ip " N a g a t o , " 
severely damaged by car r ie r -borne a i r c r a f t 
on 18th Ju ly , and now being t aken to t he 
Uni ted S ta t e s as a t rophy . 

Of five ancient coast defence ships, origin-
ally ra ted as cruisers , one is known to have 
been sunk in shallow wa te r a t Kure on 28th 
Ju ly , and two o thers , understood to be t h e 
" A d u m a " and " K a s u g a , " a re reported to be 
a t Yokosuka. This leaves two still unac-
counted for , though one may be a t Shang-
hai. 

(Cont inued on next page.) 
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FRESH LIGHT ON THE PACIFIC W * l 

J a p a n lost no fleet a i r c r a f t ca r r i e r s be-
tween 1942 and 1944. In t h e f o r m e r y e a r 
t he "Shoho," "Akag i , " " K a g a , " "Soryu , " 
" H i r y u " and " R y u z y o " were s u n k ; and in 
1944 the "Ta iho ," "Syokaku , " " H i t a k a " (also 
known as " H i y o " ) , "Zu ikaku , " "Tiyoda." 
"Zuiho," "Ti tose ," "Sh inano" and " U n r y u . " 
Escor t ca r r ie r s des t royed were t he "Tuyo ," 
in 1943, and t he " O t a k a , " " U n y o " and " J i n y o " 
in 1944. E i g h t ca r r ie r s in all were sunk by 
U.S. submar ines , o r nine if one counts t he 
"Soryu , " to which t he U.S.S. " N a u t i l u s " ad-
minis tered the "coup de grace ." A i r c r a f t , 
most ly belonging to t h e U.S. Navy, a r e to be 
credited wi th t he remainder . Even so, t h e 
proport ion of t he enemy ' s naval losses was 
which t h e American submar ine service was 
responsible is f a r g r e a t e r t h a n previously 
realised, and goes f a r to explain the f r e -
quency wi th which t he names of unde rwa te r 
c r a f t have appeared in Pres ident ia l uni t ci ta-
t ions. 

REMEMBER OUR ADVERTISERS! 

We ask you to keep in mind the firms advertis-
ing their products in tfie Journal. 

These are tfie people whose co-operation has 
made the production of your magazine possible, and 
you will do both the Journal and the Navy League 
a service by consulting them for your various re-
quirements. And, in doing so please mention— 

'THE NAVY LEAGUE JOURNAL" 

THOMAS ROBINSON 
& SON PTY, LTD. 

Flour Mill and 
Wood-working Engineers 

160 SUSSEX STREET 
SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
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Con t r i bu t i on* of a su i tab le n a t u r e a r e 

cordia l ly invi ted, a n d should b e addressed to 
t he Edi tor , t he " N a v y L e a g u e J o u r n a l , " 
Roya l E x c h a n g e Building, Br idge S t ree t , 
Sydney . 

T h e Navy L e a g u e does no t necessar i ly 
e n d o r s e t he op in ions of c o n t r i b u t o r s to t h e 
J o u r n a l . 
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(Continued from pace 4.) 

Now, t h e func t ion of t he torpedo bomber 
was to provide t he Commander-in-Chief wi th 
a " s t r i k i n g " force. I t was clear t h a t t h e tor-
pedo could not be used aga in s t a r a d a r s t a -
tion, and t h a t fleet movements could only be 
made in secre t if t h e r a d a r s ta t ions were 
"killed.',' Hence t he r i se in f a v o u r of t h e 
rocket a t t ack , whereby not only could ships 
be sunk, bu t vital land ins ta l la t ions dealt 
wi th , especially when they were si ted out of 
r ange of even t he biggest naval guns . 

In th is , t he action by Firef ly fighter a t 
Pa lankan Brandan ( S u m a t r a ) in December, 
1944, figures a s one of momentous resul t . At 
Brandan , t he J a p s had an oil refinery' plant . 
The American intelligence service regarded 
th i s t a r g e t a s of t he u tmos t impor tance—so 
impor tan t , indeed, t h a t t hey fe l t t hey would 
be satisfied if t he Br i t i sh could g u a r a n t e e i ts 
des t ruct ion, by wha tsoever means they chose. 

This a s su rance was given by t h e Navy , 
and Firef ly fighters wi th t he ca r r i e r s were 
given t he chance to wipe out t h e essent ial 
plant . I t should be emphasised t h a t only one 
small section of a widespread ground f ac to ry 
was v i t a l ; t he many s to rage t a n k s could be 
replenished and rebuil t , but t he actual refin-
ing section could not be replaced fo r months , 
even if a t all. The re fo re , to des t roy th i s , 
t h e resul t would be a complete cessation of 
fue l supplies f o r J a p a i r c r a f t in t h e S u m a t r a 
and Malaya lands, and a consequent immun-
ity of sh ip movements . 

This t a sk was accomplished in ful l . The 
resul t of t h a t attack, was fe l t r igh t up to t h e 
end of t h e war . And even a f t e r . The point 
is t ha t t he salvoes of rockets achieved a con-
cent ra t ion and accumula t ive effect beyond 
t h a t of precision bombing (even had t h a t 
been possible in t h e su l t ry wea the r and low 
mis t s overhang ing t h e t a r g e t s igh t ) and 
which, of course, was out of t he quest ion f o r 
torpedo work. 

The resul t of t h e action a t Pa lankan Bran-
dan had a marked effect on f u t u r e a i r tac-
t ics in t h e F a r Eas t . The available t a r g e t s 
f o r torpedo a t t acks were reduced a lmos t to 
nil, and t h e cry went up f o r more rocket fight-
e rs and more bombers . R igh t out of f a v o u r . 
w e n t t h e torpedo bomber , a l though in De-
cember, 1941, t he J a p s had secured m a j o r 
success by t h e T.B.s aga in s t t h e "Pr ince of 
Wales" and "Renown." 

I t is clear t h a t t h e rocket is only in i t s 
p r ima ry s t age of development . I t is con-
ceivable a s f a r bigger t h a n i t s p resen t cur-
r en t and effect ive fo rm. A f t e r all, t h e weigh t 
of bombs rose f r o m the general 250 lb. bomb 
to t he 22,000 lb. "Ten Ton Tessie ," an in-
crease of 88 t i m e s ! Any such comparable 
increase in the rocket would make it by f a r 
t he mos t formidable a t t ack weapon of any 
used a t sea. 

The torpedo has had a long innings, dat -
ing back to 1865. I t achieved phenomenal 
resu l t s aga ins t merchan t sh ipping in t he las t 
w a r and in th is , and i ts car r iage by a i r wid-
ened t he scope of i ts use. Bu t sober calcula-
tion of resu l t s indicates t h a t i ts work can 
now be taken over by t he rocket, in some 
fo rm or ano ther . F r o m the ships ' viewpoint, 
t he advan tage of hav ing a weapon t h a t re-
quires vi r tual ly no main tenance aga ins t one 
which needs more care t h a n an ai l ing dog is 
very considerable. We need not ment ion 
compara t ive cos t s ! 

Let us Hail in say ing Farewell to t h e a i r -
launched torpedo. I t s s t r i k ing record is out-
s tanding , even bril l iant. And in t h u s wav-
ing good-bye, let us pay t r i bu t e to Br i t i sh 
genius which first developed t he air- launched 
torpedo a t t ack , which gained such memorable 
victories a t s e a ; and look wi th confidence 
to t he new spirit, a n i m a t i n g t h e Naval Air 
A r m in t h e g r e a t t a s k s of shap ing itself fo r 
an i l lustr ious f u t u r e . 

C£OB£X 
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SYDNEYS" IN TWO WARS 
By BERNAR D STOKES. 

f T H E g rea t Aus t ra l ian port of Sydney, a s 
t he Royal Navy ' s r ea r base fo r the Paci-

fic Fleet , has played a m a j o r p a r t in naval 
operat ions aga ins t J apan . And two c ru i se rs 
of t h e Royal Aus t ra l ian N a v y have b rough t 
i t f a m e in two wars . 

F r o m Augus t to November , 1914, t h e small 
German cru iser " E m d e n " raided Bri t ish and 
Allied sh ipping in t he Indian Ocean to such 
effect t h a t 70 warsh ips were hun t ing her . 
She sank 16 Bri t ish ships of 70.825 tons, 
valued with the i r cargoes a t £2,125,000, bom-
barded Madras and sank a Russ ian cruiser 
and a French des t royer in P e n a n g roads. 

On 9th November , she ar r ived off t h e Keel-
ing Cocos Islands to des t roy t he te legraph 
s ta t ion and in t e r rup t communicat ions be-
tween England and Aust ra l ia . Between 6.30 
and 7.00 a.m. she landed a rmed par t i e s while 
t h e opera tors sent d i s t ress s ignals . 

No Br i t i sh warsh ip would normally have 
been a n y w h e r e nea r her , bu t a t t h a t very 
moment t roopships conveying t h e first "An-
zac" t roops were only 50 miles away, es-
corded by t he Aus t ra l i an c ru i se rs "Mel-
bourne" and "Sydney ' ' and a J apanese 
cruiser . 

Doing 25 knots, t he "Sydney" s ighted 
both island and enemy at 9.15. The Aus t r a -
lian, of 5,400 tons, 25.5 knots and e ight 6-in. 
guns firing 100 lb. shells, ou tmatched t h e 
" E m d e n ' s " 3,650 tons, 23.5 knots and ten 
4.1-in„ 36-pounder guns. 

Capta in von Muller created a surpr i se 
when his exceptionally long-ranged guns hi t 
t he "Sydney" with t h e fifth salvo a t 10,300 
yards . The la t t e r ' s a f t e r control s ta t ion and 
range-f inder were hi t , cordite charges set on 
fire and casual t ies caused. 

At 9,500 y a r d s t he " S y d n e y " hi t back. 
The " E m d e n ' s " s t ee r ing gear , fire control, 
signal a p p a r a t u s and br idge were wrecked, 
f o rward funnel and mas t b rought down, and 
t h e torpedo room flooded. She tr ied unsuc-
cessful ly to torpedo t he "Sydney ." 

A f t e r 1 hour 40 minu tes Muller beached 
h e r to save life. The " S y d n e y " lost 4 killed 
and 12 wounded ; t he " E m d e n , " 136 killed 
and 65 wounded out of 400. 

Twenty-s ix yea r s la ter a n o t h e r "Sydney" 
was 45 miles no r th of Cape Spada, Crete , a t 
7.33 a.m. on 19th Ju ly , 1940, when t he 
des t roye r s "Hyper ion ," " I lex ," " H e r o " and 
" H a s t y " reported two I tal ian cru isers to Cap-
ta in Collins. 

Cockatoo Docks & 
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H.M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY 
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General 

Inquiries Invited 
COCKATOO ISLAND, SYDNEY 

Phone: W 1941 (10 lines) 

BIRT & COMPANY 
(PTY.) LIMITED 

4 BRIDGE STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
P.O. BOX 544 B., G.P.O. 

A l i o a t 

6 4 E a ( l « St ree t , B r u b a n e i M u f r a e e Cold 
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The des t royers , ou t ranged and deluged 
wi th 6-in. shells, t u rned nor th to d r a w t h e 
enemy. A f t e r 66 unpleasan t minu tes t h e 
"Sydney , " wi th t he des t roye r "Havock ," 
opened fire a t 22,000 yards . The Aus t ra l ian , 
of 6,830 tons, e igh t 6-in. guns and 32.5 knots , 
was conf ron ted by adversa r ies of 5,069 tons, 
e ight 6-in. guns and 37 knots . 

Two shells soon hi t t he "Giovanni della 
Bande N e r e " f o r w a r d , bu t fire was sh i f t ed 
to "Bar to lomeo Colleoni" when smoke ob-
scured t he leader. The i r escape seemed likely 
unti l a salvo wrecked t h e l a t t e r ' s fire control, 
bow and boi ler-room; she stopped and t h e 
" H y p e r i o n " and " I lex" sank he r wi th tor -
pedoes. 

The "Bande N e r e " escaped in t he haze ; 
the " S y d n e y " re tu rned in t r i umph with he r 
des t roye r s and 545 prisoners . 

The " S y d n e y " took p a r t in t he bombard-
ment of Bardia , t he Ba t t l e of Calabria, sank 
an Italian des t royer , shelled Scarpanto , sank 
I ta l ' an shipping in O t r a n t o S t r a i t s before re-
t u r n i n g to Watson ' s Bay, Svdney Harbour , 
on 9 th F e b r u a r y , 1941. 

•After recommissioning she operated in 
Aus t ra l i an wa te r s and on 19th November in-
tercepted t he disguised German ra ider "Kor-
m o r a n . " Somehow the l a t t e r surpr i sed t he 
" S y d n e y " and hit he r amidships with shell 
fire or a torpedo. 

The Aus t ra l i an sank he r adve r sa ry bv gun 
fire, and when last seen was badlv on 
fire. Th is was learned f r o m German surviv-
ors rescued m a n y days la ter . W h a t actual ly 
happened to t h e f a m o u s c ru iser is a mvs t e ry , 
f o r an intensive search found no survivors . 

The Cockatoo Island Dockyard in Svdney 
Ha rbou r ha s built some fine ships f o r t he 
Royal Aus t ra l i an Navy. P e r h a p s it may ye t 
build a n o t h e r " S y d n e y " to main ta in a f a m o u s 
t radi t ion . 
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THE LONELIEST JOB IN THE WORLD 
By C A P T A I N M A R T I N T H O R N H I L L . 

f O O D W I N l ightsh ips have gone back on t he 
** job, a f t e r an unaccustomed role, of a 
t r u t h a s "fish out of w a t e r " ; f o r five yea r s 
they had been in be r th , dr iven t h e r e by re-
peated a t t a c k s of German a i r c r a f t . Al-
though th i s was aga in s t t h e in ternat ional 
laws of t he sea, t he H u n s had no qua lms 
about including it in the i r plans to scare neu-
t ra l sh ipping f r o m our shores . 

Othe r s a m o n g some 400 anchor i tes of t he 
sea, who were wi thdrawn f r o m these s i t t ing 
t a rge t s , have also r e tu rned . And to be t te r 
conditions, fo r a good deal has lately been 
done to improve t he let of l igh tsh ip men. 
though t h e r e a r e l imits to facil i t ies for re-
lieving t he immense monotony of w h a t — 
next to l ighthouse l i f e—mus t necessarily be 
about t h e loneliest j ob in the world. 

Two m o n t h s afloat and one a shore may 
seem someth ing nea r to heaven f o r Navy 
men, whose lot is o f t en m o n t h s a t sea wi th-
out a break. But if , a s is f r equen t ly t h e 
case, you a r e one of a small crew of four , you 
a r e ap t to t i r e of t h e very s igh t and sound of 
your comrades . Add to this , t he cramped 
qua r t e r s , an unva ry ing diet of t inned s tuf f , 
a res t r ic ted rout ine , and t h e deadly mono-
tony of a lmost no th ing to do ; and you will 
be likely to declare emphat ical ly f o r t he 
broad, comradely reg ime of l i fe aboard H.M. 
ships. 

Even th i s does not complete the vexat ious 
l imi ta t ions t h a t t ie mind and body to t h e 
engineless c r a f t which, y e a r in year out , 
m u s t hold f a s t to t he same benighted spot . 
Once a month , maybe, t h e supply t ende r 
t u r n s up wi th f r e s h food, some old news-
papers , still more ancient books, and a few 
le t te rs . But let a s t o r m blow up, and heaven ' s 
messenger may get sadly delayed, and t h e re-
lief crew be held off f o r weeks. 

B u t a l though m a n ' s power still cannot t a m e 
t h e e lements , t h e social demands of modern 
t imes h a v e led to some welcome changes to-
wa rd menta l and physical comfor t s f o r l ights-
men . No longer can a l igh t sman complain 
t h a t l i fe f o r h i m is qu i te such a deadly suc-
cession of deck-pacing, t h e hump , t h e n sleep-
ing i t off. Radio and a f a i r ly r e g u l a r supply 

of up-to-date r ead ing m a t t e r a r e t h e reme-
dies t h a t have now wr i t t en " F i n i s " to those 
appeals of old. Boredom fades under t he 
cons tant shore contacts t h r o u g h wireless 
news bulletins and en t e r t a inmen t . Home 
seems much nearer wi th t h e ship 's t imber s 
continually re-echoing to Big Ben 's fami l ia r 
boom. 

The long lonely vigils have been shor tened 
by ha l f—one month afloat, a f o r t n i g h t 
a s h o r e — 3 0 days f r o m home instead of 60. 
Most of the dut ies which used to fill t h e 
men 's precious days ashore — renova t ing 
buoys, looking a f t e r s to res and w h a t no t— 
have been abolished. W e a t h e r permi t t ing , 
a supply of f r e s h food reaches t he ships every 
f o r t n i g h t . Equi table min imum ra t e s of pay 
and allowances have banished m a n y of t he 
ear l ier financial worr ies . 

True, t he re a r e still a few ref inements t h a t 
f u t u r e years may see—ref r ige ra to r s , fo r one. 
But t he absence of these few remain ing re-
f o r m s do* not de te r fit M.N. men f r o m join-
ing t he l ightship service. S t r ange as i t may 
seem, even when t he conditions were a t t he i r 
wors t , t h e r e were usually f a r more men, 
f reedom-loving withal , eager to en te r t h e 
service, t h a n could be absorbed. Some of 
those t r y i n g condit ions mus t remain, despi te 
t he best endeavours to e l iminate or be t t e r 
them. There mus t a lways be a l ightsh ip 
where , because of s andbanks or o ther causes, 
t h e r e cannot be a l ighthouse, though it is a 
s t r o n g gale t h a t will s h i f t even a l igh tsh ip 
f r o m i ts s tout moor ings of t h r e e huge mush-
room anchors . All t he same, s t o r m s of ex-
ceptional violence have done it, sever ing t he 
heavy cables and al lowing t h e sh ip to d r i f t 
towards t he very obstruct ion aga ins t which 
i ts l ight is a w a r n i n g — a p re t t y black outlook 
f o r t he crew of a motiveless cockle-shell. 

A n o t h e r d iscomfor t not easy to e l iminate 
is t he res t r ic ted accommodat ion—a circum-
stance t h a t m a t t e r s l i t t le in a moving vessel, 
bu t can be hell in one t h a t is " s t a t i ona ry . " 
Rough wea the r mav mean no sleep, t h e men 
constant ly pitched f r o m the i r bunks , no cook-
ing and t h e r e f o r e no hot meals pe rhaps f o r 
days . Foggy wea the r b r ings haza rds avoid-
able by c r a f t t h a t a r e on t h e move, b u t t h e 

January, 1946 THE NAVY LEA GUE JOURNAL Page 14 

helpless l ightsh ip again offers a s i t t i ng t a r g e t 
f o r an approach ing vessel which, a s h a s hap-
pened on occasions, fa i ls to hea r h e r com-
pressed-air-operated fog-horn, and r a m s her . 
The up-to-date equipment of most of t h e im-
proved types of steel-hulled l ightships helps 
to e l iminate t h a t possibility. Dur ing fog, elec-
t r ic gene ra to r s send out a Morse signal by 
radio. When th i s wa rn ing is received by t h e 
wireless opera to r in an approach ing vessel, he 
counts t he Morse dashes unti l he picks up 
a f u r t h e r signal d ischarged by submar ine 
oscillators. By t he number of dashes, one of 
which is t r ansmi t t ed every second and a 
quar te r , t he opera to r is able to de te rmine 
t h e d is tance sepa ra t ing his own and t he l ight-
ship, each dasi^ represen t ing a mile. 

This ingenious device is effective up to 50 
miles. I t is enough t h a t l ight f r o m t h e 
lamps should be visible 12 miles away, never-
theless these g ian t s genera te some half a 
million candle-power. The lanterns , being 
20 fee t o r more in c i rcumference , a r e t h e 
very devil to main ta in in the i r u rgen t crys ta l 
clearness, especially in wet wea ther . I t is 
a lmost as exact ing a task , indeed, a s ha s been 
t he perplexing problem of t he l ight engin-
eers . 

Unlike t he i l luminant in t he l ighthouse, 
t he problem is to keep t he l ight a t one s teady 
angle, i r respect ive of t he ship ' s motion. 
When l ights a r e of t he flashing type, t he re-
flectors a re disposed in groups, t he gimbals 
ca r ry ing t h e m being mounted on a f r a m e -
work. The whole f r a m e w o r k revolves round 
t h e m a s t by clockwork mechanism, which can 
be a d j u s t e d to give any type o r dura t ion of 
flash required. 

A ha rdy annual a m o n g the quer ies of 
landsmen who make seaborne t r ips there -
abou ts in t h e holiday m o n t h s is "How long 
have these f o u r good ships and t r u e been 
gua rd ing t h e Goodwins?" The answer , of 
course, is "Ask Tr in i ty House ." But one 
has to ha rk back to about 1066 to envisage 
t h e Goodwins as a pa r t of t h e mainland. 
T h e r e were then , ' t i s said, some thousands 
of acres of low in te rvening land beyond 
which Ear l Godwin, t h e i r owner , built a long 
wall to pro tec t t h e m f r o m the sea. Bu t a 

r e shu f f l i ng of p rope r ty ownersh ip by t h e 
Conquer ing William dispossessed Godwin 
in f a v o u r of t h e Abbot of St . Augus t ine . 

The new tenan t , however, employed t h e 
money and mater ia l s t h a t accompanied t h e 
conveyance to build new church towers . 
Wi th in 30 yea r s the sea had b u r s t a sunder 
the wall and inundated t h e whole a rea . All 
t h a t r emain a r e t h e Goodwins—a circum-
s tance t h a t has tied f o u r lone l ightsh ips to 
t he spot f o r a longer t ime t h a n any of us 

AUSTRAL BRONZE COMPANY 
PTY. LIMITED 

Established 1914. 
Head Office and Works: 

O'Riordan Street, Alexandria, Sydney. 
MANUFACTURERS OP: 

Copper Rods and Bars, Busbars for Electrical Work. 
Manganese Bronze Rods. Bars and Ingots, Extruded 
Brass. Archi tectural Bronze. Muntz 's Metal and Cop-
per In Round. Square. Hexagon, and Special Sec-
tions. Copper Pla tes a n d Rolled Copper Anodes. 
Alumlnluui Bronze Rods and Bars. Copper Brass 
Gliding Metal. Phosphor Bronze a n d Nickel Silver In 

Sheets and Str ip . 
Moots Metal aod Naval Brass Coodeoser Plates. 

Sheets a o i Bheathiog. 
Manufac tu r e r s of (under Licence) 

Stone's Manganese Brontes for Marina Craft 
Propailers. 

Branch Office: 

101-103 KING STREET, MELBOURNE. 

Best Wishes From 

Murray Bros. Ltd. 
Furniture Manufacturers and 

Timber Merchants 
m 

Buckland Street, Alexandria, N.S.W. 

'Phone MX1473 



Page 16 THE NAVY LEAGUE JOURNAL January, 1946 January, 1946 

* THE NAVY LEAGUE 
P a t r o n : H.M. The King 

N.S.W. Branch 
P a t r o n : 

His Excellency The Governor of N.S.W.. 
The Lord W a k e h u r s t , K.C.M.G. 

P r e s iden t : 
T. H. Silk, M.I.C.E., M.I.N.A. 

Execut ive Commi t t ee : 
Commander F. W. Hixson, O.B.E., S.S.D. 
Sir Thomas Gordon, Kt. 
Commander S. W. Spain. 
C. M. C. Shannon 

Hon. T r e a s u r e r : 
J . L. Milson. C. M. C. Shannon 

Hon. Aud i to r s : 
Rober tson, Crane and Gibbons 

W. A. Mackay 
D 'Arcy M. Shelley. , 
S. Cooper, S.S.D. 

Hon. S e c r e t a r y : 
Commander F . W. Hixson, O.B.E., S.S.D. 

Secre ta ry and Edi tor of J o u r n a l : 
W. W. Beale, O.B.E. 

Victorian Branch 
( Incorpora t ing Navy League Sea Cadet Corps) 

P a t r o n : 

His Excellency t h e Governor of Victoria 
P r e s iden t : Vice-Pres ident : 

Capt . S. A. Pidgeon, R.D., R.N.R. The Hon. T. D. Oldham, M.L.A. 
Hon. Vice-Pres idents : 

T h e Hon. S i r F r a n k G. Clarke, K.B.E., M.L.C. Cr . A. W. Coles, M.H.R. 
The Hon. S i r F reder ick Mann Malcolm Brodie, Esq . 
Cr . S i r Harold Lux ton 

Executive Committee: 
P a y m a s t e r Lt .-Cnidr. J . D. Bates , R.A.N.V.R. A r t h u r Hordern , Esq. 
J . G. Black, Esq. , J .P . Cr. C. H. Innes . 
Comdr . G. C. F . Branson, R.N. R. H. Meakin, Esq . 
M a j o r R. A. Br iggs . H. L. Peck, Esq . 
M a j o r R. G. Casey, D.S.O., M.C. Comdr . C. R. Price, R.N. 
Elect . -Comdr. F . G. Cresswell , R.A.N., Ret . G. Shaw, Esq . 
Cap t . T. H. Flere . J . A. Wallace, Esq . 
T. B. Guest , Esq . J . White , Esq. 

Honorary Treasurer: Secretary: 

C. W. Lucas, Esq. Er ic A. Kellam, Char te red Accountant 
(Aus t . ) 

It's not often you see 
a sailor's shoes . . . BUT 
when you do — they shine 
like a binnacle . . . . 1 1 

THANKS TO 

NUGGET' 
For over 50 Years - a GOOD Polish 

POOLE & STEEL 
PTY. LTD. 

43 STEPHEN STREET 
BALMAIN 

N.S.W. 
GENERAL ENGINEERS 

BOILERMAKERS 
SHIPBUILDERS 

DREDGE BUILDERS 

Plans, Specifications and Estimates pre-
pared for Mining Dredges and Plant of all 
kinds. Electric Welding and Oxy-
Acetylene Work. 

Telegrams: 
"POOLSTEEL," BALMAIN, N.S.W. 

Telephone: WB 2531 (6 lines) 

FOSTER'S 
LAGER 

BREWED IT 
C A R L T O H & U N I T E D B R E W E R I E S LTD. 

A E O N 

Washable Water Paste Paint 
In White and a Full Range of Pastel Shades 

Brushes out like a flat enamel. 

Unique m spreading and covering 
Weather resisting 

Invaluable f„.r walls, light wells, 
and general decorative work. 

Cclcur samples and information from the 
manufacturers-

CiiAP.LES ATKINS Cr SONS PTY. LTD. 

1 1 9 CLARENDON STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, 

S.C.4. 

Bri banc Leonard Spence Ply. Ltd. 

Adelaide: Hirril, Scjrfe Pty. Ltd. 



F 

"a Girdle round the Earth' 

No longer a "Midsummer Night's 
D r e a m " — b u t a fully accomplished fact—is the encir-
cling of the globe by fast modern aircraft in this new 
Age of Flight. 

Qantas plays a major role in world air communications 
. . . speeding passengers and mails on Empire Routes, 
as accredited Air Representatives of the Commonwealth 
Government — and as Australia's International Airline. 

QafUab SmfutejM'HrMp 
Australia't INTERNATIONAL Airlin• 

CAPSTAN 
The Empire's 

favourite 

cigarette 

S T R U C T U R A L 
S T E E L 

T U B I N G 
Destined to play a part in 

postwar building 

A PRODUCT OF 

Stewarts & Lloyds 
(Aust.) PTY. LTD. 

HOUSING DIVISION: 

75 PITT STREET - SYDNEY 
Also at 

Newcastle, Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Perth. 



HIS MAJESTY THE KING 
Pjtton MV//M6V4 

FEBRUARY, 1946 



RICHARD WILDRIDGE & CO. 

PTY. LTD. 

12 SPRING STREET SYDNEY 

• 

Refrigerating and General Engineers 

Contractors to H.M. Aust. Navy 

a 

'Phone B625I (3 lines) 

F. W. HUGHES PTY. LTD 

Woollen Mills 

a 

BOTANY AND ALEXANDRIA 

30 Grosvenor Street 
Sydney 

Telephone: B 7224 

4GA*y titer*! 

t k m e a 

THE GUARANTEED CIGARETTE 

a..,- — BLACK b WHITE 

THE NAVY LEAGUE JOURNAL 
The Official Organ of the Navy League, N.S.W. Branch 

Royal Exchange, 54a Pitt Street, Sydney—B 7808 

Vol. 9—No. 2 FEBRUARY, 1946 PRICE 6d. 

THE FUTURE? 
f k N E of the most Important tasks before the leaders of the nations today is 
" to eliminate mistrust and fear. Hie common man everywhere ardently 
desires world peace. He is sufficiently educated to know tha t one of the root 
causes of war grows in the economic field, and tha t war, though not necessarily 
engineered, is the result of the misapplication and abuse of those economic roots 
when they are directed or allowed to encroach and interfere with the rights and 
wishes and economics of nationalisms and groups tha t believe their own home-
grown system is necessary to their own survival. 

Future conflict can only be avoided if Governments and powers earnestly 
desire permanent peace, bat if any strong nation loads the dice to place it in a 
position of economic advantage over any possible competitor, then the coming 
years win indeed be dark and deadly. Only if nations and powerful financial 
groups renounce greed and seek for world co-operation within the framework of 
the United Nations' Charter, will be secured the permanent peace which is the 
birthright of every living normal man, woman and child. 

Let us hope tha t the conference of United Nations' representatives will 
present nmnklnil with the gif t of social security and a war-less world. 

In the history of civilization a century is but a fraction of time and perhaps 
the vision of Tennyson will yet materialise 

"In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world" 
for, sorely, it is to this "The whole creation moves." 
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NOW SHOWING AT* THE STATE THEATRE 

"This Love erf Oun," Universal1! 
screen version of the Pirandello 
Play, unites Merle Oberon and 
Charles Korvin in unforgettable 
scenes in the drama in which 
they are co-stared with Claude 
Rains. The film is claimed to be 
one of the outstanding motion 
pictures of the past ten years. 
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H.M.S. FOUDROYANT 
THE PART SHE PLAYS IN SEA CADET TRAINING IN ENGLAND 

(From the "Sea Cadet.") 

During the course of the year weekly training 
courses are held in H.M.S. "Foudroyant" under 
the direction of Lieutenant-Commander P. D. 
O'Brien, R.N., who has much experience in the 
training of officers, ratings, and boys of the 
Royal Navy. 

Officers' courses are arranged to set a stan-
dard of basic training and routine in the Sea 
Cadet Corps by a standard system of instruc-
tional methods, which can be applied with the 
original ideas of the unit officers' general train-
ing programme. Cadets' courses are designed 
to impart a knowledge of ship's routine, remedy 
the lack of practical seamanship and to fit cadet 
leading seamen for the responsibility of cadet 
petty officer. 

Officers' courses are a very necessary part of 
the make-up of an officer of the Corps, whatever 
his sea experience and age may be. The inex-
perienced officer is given a chance to acquire 
the background of Service life, gain the a r t of 
the instructor and the mastery of seamanship 
subjects so tha t he may give an even greater 
service in the training of the Sea Cadet. 

• The following extracts are from letters of 
appreciation from officers who have taken the 
course: 

"When I arrived I had been indulging in the 
fallacious, comforting thought that I was too 
old for anything of a strenuous nature, mental 
or physical, but I no longer have that impres-
sion, for my week with you has succeeded in 
reawakening my mental and physical activities 
more than I had ever dreamed myself capable 
of." 

"The course is all good, not parts of it, there 
is no IOBS of dignity in learning to become an 
efficient naval officer from undoubtedly efficient 
naval staff. If before the course any of us had 
any illusions tha t we were in any way efficient, 
I for one no longer live in that fool's paradise." 

Commanding Officers' courses have been intro-
duced to assist C.O.'s to co-ordinate the Instruc-
tional departments of their units to the best 
advantage, and to act as a refresher course for 
the C.O. of the well-established unit. 

Cadets' courses include (1) specialist training 
in V/S and W/T; (2) a week's special course 
and practical examination for cadet petty officer; 
and (3) weekly seamanship courses giving 
cadets opportunities for practical seamanship 
and an introduction to naval routine. 

The following essay, written by a cadet, gives 
a graphic picture of H.M.S. "Foudroyant": 

"She came astern slowly, sounded three blasts 
and stopped her engines, then moved ahead . . . 
a trim grey-painted motor-boat t en t on naval 
duties; perhaps she had landed the captain of 
the ship or fetched off the mail, or done one of 
the hundred and one things required of a ship's 
boat. I was impressed with the easy, matter-
of-fact manner with which she was handled. It 
looked so simple, and her coxswain, a leading 
seaman, appeared so disinterested. As I watched 
this small grey boat working her way, passing 
or crossing boats and ships to the other side 
of the harbour, I wondered how soon I should 
be able to do the same, how soon I should be 
able to handle a boat capably and efficiently 
without fuss or bother. I wondered how much 
training it required to reach this point and 
. . . . 'A penny for your thoughts, Johnny.' 

"I suddenly came back to earth. Ted, a cadet 
friend from my unit, was talking. 

" 'Oh, just thinking,' I answered. 'Ted, have 
you ever seen such a picture of interest, so 
much coming and going; flags . . . I mean signals 
. . . being made from ship to shore and cranes 
swinging to and fro hoisting all sorts of gear? ' 

"But, then, let me s ta r t my story from the, 
beginning. 

"I had passed my cadet able seaman's exam-
ination and felt I had mounted the first rung of 
the ladder to the goal of being a real seaman. 
As part of the make-up of a seaman is adven-
ture, moving about and the seeing of new places 
and new faces, I had asked my divisional officer 
if I could go to H.M.S. "Foudroyant" for a 
week's course. I had never really given it much 
thought until I had talked to a cadet from 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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ATOM POWER AND AIR POWER 
By MAJOR OLIVER STEWART, M.C., A.F.C., In "The Navy." 

One, of the chief problems which is facing 
those responsible for directing British weapon 
policy is now concerned with the impact of the 
atomic bomb on war aviation. Does it make 
air forces out of date? Does it eliminate the 
need to develop the naval air a rm? Does it, 
even, destroy the value of the aeroplane itself ? 

The first conclusion that one must come to 
when one examines the power of the atomic 
bomb as it has been demonstrated in Japan, is 
that it has made all other forms of war-making 
out of date. I ts power is so much greater than 
that of any previous weapon that it seems to 
set an entirely new destructive standard. More-
over, the atomic bomb has stepped up destructive 
power by a larger interval than any earlier 
discovery, not excepting the discovery of gun-
powder. 

First impressions, therefore, must be that the 
coming of the atomic bomb has put air forces, 
both land and sea, out of date. Second thoughts 
are more cautious. In the past it is notable 
that the appearance of each new weapon has 
been accompanied by the prediction that all 
other weapons had become out of date; but 
tha t events showed tha t the prediction was 
incorrect. Each new weapon may be an ad-
vance on previous weapons; but the earlier types 
are still needed in the total activity of war. 

It may be that, in this* case, history will 
repeat itself and that the atomic bomb will not 
make other weapons out of date: but will merely 
take to itself the major destructive responsi-
bility. Other weapons will still be used, but 
they will be used .as supplements to the atomic 
bomb. 

That is the extreme case; the case of the 
atomic bomb, the most advanced weapon yet 
produced. What of the less advanced cases? 
What, for instance, of the jet propelled air-
c ra f t ? Will it oust all aircraft driven by air-
screws? 

Here I think the answer is clearer and much 
more drastic. I cannot see tha t there would 
be any case for keeping in service a i rcraf t driven 
by the ordinary piston engine and airscrew 
combination. In ten years there ought not to 
be—if my reasoning is right—any aircraft in 
any military or naval service which is driven 

by any means other than the jet. The final 
drive, tha t is, will be by jet. That does not 
imply that the prime movers will all be gas 
turbines. They may be rocket units. They 
might be straight-through resonance duct units 
as in the German weapon V-l . But they will 
drive in the last resort by means of a jet or 
of reaction propulsion or by means of the recoil 
effect and not by means of the airscrew effect. 

The recoil drive offers so many advantages 
over all other kinds of drive for aircraft use 
that there can be, as I view it, no possibility 
of the retention of the airscrew drive either for 
military or naval purposes. That is not to say, 
however, that the airscrew drive or the combina-
tion of jet and airscrew or jet and ducted fan, 
will not be desirahle for civil machines of 
various types. It means only that these arrange-
ments are less likely to prove popular in the 
aircraft designed for war. 

At Heme Bay, on 7th November, a Gloster 
Meteor with two Rolls-Royce Derwent gas tur-
bines, and jet drives, flown by the experienced 
test pilot, Group-Captain H. J. Wilson, A.F.C. 
and two bars, set a world's speed record on 
the three kilometres course of 606 miles an 
hour. A second Meteor flown by Mr. Eric 
Greenwood averaged 603 miles an hour on the 
same course. I t was a curious and novel fact 
that the record was done with those two gas 
turbines "governed" to give less than the full 
power they were capable of giving. 

In other words, the responsibility for perform-
ance had been transferred almost wholly from 
the engine designer and maker to the aircraft 
designer and maker. The aircraft designer had 
to determine whether the aircraft could take an 
additional thrust in safety and could make use 
of it in the form of increased performance. 

There can be no doubt that much was learn-
ed a t Heme Bay which will affect fu ture aircraft 
development. There is no doubt that in the 
fu ture aircraft will be built capable of absorb-
ing all the power the gas turbines can give 
them, which means that they will be capable 
of flying at speeds greater than the speed of 
sound. (And, by the way, the speed of sound 
is 763 miles an hour a t 15 degrees Centigrade. 
I mention this because when the record work was 

(Continued on next Page) 
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being done there were aa many different figures 
quoted for the speed of sound aa there were 
quotations.) 

When once the speed of sound has been ex-
ceeded, the gas turbine driven aircraf t finds 
itself in a new region, but in a region' where 
many of the old laws apply. Therefore we can 
accept it that there will be fur ther advances in 
speed. Where the limits will be cannot yet be 
seen. I would suppose that the rocket will 
come in the end and tend to oust the gas 
turbine. But both rocket and gas turbine jets 
are forms of recoil drive. 

Some of the rocket engines produced by the 
Germans are compact, light and.efficient. They 
have the advantage over the gas turbine tha t 
they do not need to take in oxygen with the 
outside air. They carry their oxygen with them 
in liquid form. They are therefore independent 
of the outside air, and this gives them a great 
advantage from the military point of view. 

For it is a t great heights that high perform-
ance is especially needed for military purposes. 
But at great heights the gas turbine, just like 
the piston engine, finds difficulty in "breathing." 
I t finds the air becomes too rare and it has to 
"gasp" for oxygen. In those circumstances the 
performance of the engine, and therefore of the 
aircraft , falls off. The rocket engine is under 
no such disability. I t is as effective high up as 
low aown. I t carries its oxygen with it and 
could work as well in interstellar space where 
there is little or no oxygen as in the lower 
s t ra ta of the atmosphere. 

Now let us take a general view of the situ-
ation. We have in the atomic bomb a device 
for doing destruction on an unprecedented scale. 
I t has to be carried to the target. I t can be 
carried by an aircraf t a s it was when the bomb 
was first used against the Japanese, or it could 
be carried by an automatically-controlled or 
by a radio-controlled rocket 

There is nothing to prevent the atomic bomb 
being used as the warhead of a rocke t On the 
other hand, I never tire of pointing out tha t a 
war is not won without occupation by the vic-
torious forces. They must occupy the ground 
tha t haa been prepared by bombing or by any 
other means. 

That entails carrying men aa well aa bombs, 
and here the more conventional type of air-
craft cornea into the picture. And if the con-
ventional type of aircraft is required, then the 
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conventional types of defensive apparatus will 
be required. For instance,' if men are to be 
conveyed to positions prepared by atomic bomb-
ing, then the vehicles in which they are con-
veyed, whether ships or aircraft, must have 
their escorting aircraft or ships. 

In the House of Lords on 14th November 
Lord Stansgate, the Secretary of State for Air, 
replying to Lord Trenchard, said that decisions 
about the future of the Royal Air Force could 
not be reached until certain outstanding ques-
tions had first of all been settled. That means, 
if it means anything, that senior officers have 
not yet made up their minds about atomic 
bombs and jet drives and their effects on the 
equipment of the future. 

Nevertheless, he did indicate that the Royal 
Air Force visualised for the fu ture would be 
much the same as it was before the war. I t 
would have its Auxiliary Air Force and its Uni-
versity Air Squadrons and some kind of 
R.A.F.V.R. In addition, Lord Stansgate said 
that the Air Training Corps would be continued 
and that it would be the main source of supply 
for air crews and ground staffs not only for the 
R.A.F. but also for tlje Naval Air Arm. 

I t seems, then, tha t the air defences at present 
visualised by the Government resemble those of 
the pre-war period and that the coming of new-
weapons has not yet convinced those respon-
sible tha t drastic changes should be made. And 
tha t decision must be looked upon as generally 
sound. There must be a normal air force and a 
normal fleet air arm. They will be wanted whe-
ther the atomic bomb develops as a rocket war-
head or whether it does not. They must have 
new jet and rocket driven aircraf t ; but other-
wise they must be constructed on the old pat-
tern. Their primary structure, in other words, 
should remain the same as it was before and 
during the war. 
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FOUND - THE NlWEST PASSAGE 
By MARK P S A ' T h e Navy." 

I f M T H I NAVT L I A O U I J O U R N A L 

Just 100 years ago Sir John Franklin's expedi-
tion sailed into the waters north of Canada 
in search of the North-West Passage, and the 
two ships with their 134 officers and men were 
never seen again. 

At one time the British Government offered a 
reward of £20,000 to the first ship to discover 
the long-sought navigable channel linking the 
Atlantic and Pacific—and now, for the first 
time in history, the North-West Passage has 
been quietly sailed in both directions by eight 
Royal Canadian "Mounties" in an 80-ton auxili-
ary police craft . 

When they first set out from Vancouver, six 
of the eight did not even know how to take 
soundings, and none was an experienced navi-
gator. Ostensibly, the 10,000 mile voyage was a 
routine patrol of the North. Yet it now ranks 
among the greatest adventures of seafaring 
hiatory. 
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For Captain Cook, John Cabot, John Davis 
and a dozen more searched for the fabled north-
west route and joined the long list of failures, 
As long ago as the days of Drake, Martin Fro-
bisher—himself the hero of three vain attempts 
—described the finding of the Passage as "the 
oniy great thing left undone in the world." Some 
explorers, like Jacques Cartier, sailed up the St. 
Lawrence, fondly supposing it a highway to 
India. Henry Hudson imagined he had dis-
covered the Pacific when he had entered merely 
a land-locked bay. Sir" Alexander Mackenzie's 
overland trek succeeded in naming only a river; 
Sir John Ross had to be content with "discover-
ing" the magnetic north pole—and the Aries 
flight proved him wrong about tha t ! 

In 1903 Amundsen took the " j o a east to west 
in three years, but the Passage still seemed 
impassable from the west. In eight years no 
fewer than 63 ships were trapped in the ice and 
swept out of sight. 

The little St. Roch has now climaxed five 
centuries of endeavour, first, by being the first 
ship from west to east, second in completing 
the journey in 28 months, third, in accomplish-
ing the essential part of the return trip in only 
86 days.' 

At no time was the astonishing odysaey easy. 
Thunderstorms, fog and the threat of pack ice 

greeted them simultaneously in the Arctic 
Ocean. Just beyond the village of Point Barrow, 
with its unexpected needle-spired church, the 
first floes streamed from the Beaufort Sea and 
crashed on the little ship till she groaned with 
the pressure. Her hull was sheathed with Aus-
tralian "iron bark," however, she had been spe-
cially built for bucking the ice, and she a t first 
fought the assault and then drifted until the 
floe split up and again gave her passage. 

Caught again in solid ice a t the height of 
July, moored to the floes and changing moorings 
every 10 jiinutes, caught and held prisoner first 
in one ice pocket and then in another, the 
"amateur" crew learned their job the hard way 
and continually inched the ship forward. 

At first their voyage merely linked the 
Mounted Police detachments s t rung out across 
the Frozen North. The St. Roch left fuel oil for 
a patrol craf t beside the five white-painted 
houses a t Herschel, unloaded supplies for the 
Canadian Reindeer Station, deposited caches of 
coal and dried fish for the Mounties at prear-
ranged spots on the bleak and grim beaches. 

They covered 5,220 miles before the freeze-up 
caught them early in October in the south-east 
corner of Walker Bay, and they built a canvas 
shrouding to protect the St. Roch through the 
winter. Only the two-way radio linked them 
to their homes during that bitter white Christ-
mas. Easter was better, with a feast of roast 

PAUL ft GRAY LTD. 

SHIP CHANDLERS 

82 SUSSEX STREET SYDNEY 

"Phone: BW 1851 

Page * 

caribou, a dance and even a home movie show 
at a trading post, but i t was 31st July before 
they could again weigh anchor and cautiously 
work their way between the ice-floes that nudged 
Victoria Island. 

I t took hours of blasting and ramming to 
work through an ice barrier that seemed to be 
strong as steel, days were taken up with tying 
to ice-floes, untying, proceeding and tying again, 
and presently they had to retrace part of their 
course to take an injured native boy to hospital. 

A glance a t the map can perhaps best show 
their slow but indefatigable progress. They 
bumped bottom near Toker Point, met swarms 
of mosquitoes as big as bees in Cambridge Bay 
and edged through uncharted shoals towards 
King William Land, continually taking sound-
ings. 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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when it's 
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Every mee l -ge t t e r knows 
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:s e unanimous favourite, a t 
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sealed — and always fresh 
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SEA CADET NOTES 
The Navy League Sea Cadet Corps, N.S.W. 

Branch, thanks the Captain of H.M.S. Anson for 
permitting a number of Sea Cadets to visit the 
battleship recently. 

• # * 

The Cadets also very much appreciate the 
interest taken in them by Lieut. (E) J. G. Shil-
cock, R.N. 

Lieut. Shilcock has visited our depots, and 
recently gave a most instructive lecture to 
officers at "Victory" Depot. 

» # » 

The Executive of the League is anxious that 
Cadet O.C.'s arrange to make as full use of 
depots as possible. Where new units have not 
got suitable accommodation, the established 
depots should be made available for their use. 
It is a matter for co-operation and mutual ar-
rangement in the interests of the Corps as a 
whole. 

In this connection officers are reminded that 
before a company is recognised as such it must 
have a numerical strength on parade of 2 offi-
cers, 2 P.O.'s and 16 cadets or more. 

* * • 

"Warrego" Company, Woolwich, is glad to 
welcome back as O.C., Mr. R. Crosskill, a former 
officer of the unit before serving overseas with 
the Armed Forces. 

Mr. Lithgow has kept the flag flying since Mr. 
Collison transferred to "Endeavour" Company, 
and his work at "Warrego" has been highly 
satisfactory. » « , 

Mr. P. H. Tobitt, O.C. "Perth" Depot, Manly, 
reports satisfactory progress. While from "Can-
berra" unit at Orange, comes news that the 
Company is prospering under the directtion of 
Mr. J. P. Finegan and his colleagues. Our Rela-
tions Officer, Mr. W. L. Hammer, keeps in close 
personal touch with "Canberra" and has been 
much impressed with the solidity and with 
the activities of the Company. 

* # * 

Recently visitors from Orange have included 
Aldermen Rowe and Strike and Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilmour and they have given interesting ac-
counts of work and play of the local cadets. 

This unit, in common with Sydney units, is 
short of suitable training equipment, especially 
boats. Every effort is being made to procure 
boats of the whaler type for training purposes, 
and it is hoped that the time is now approaching 

when they will be made available by the Naval 
authorities for sale. 

* » » 

Mr. J. A. Williams and his officers at "Vic-
tory" Depot are still on deck, and are at all 
times ready to render service and fully co-oper-
ate with other units of the League. 

* » * 

"Beatty" and "Endeavour" units are not so 
advanced as their sister ships, and consideration 
is being given to the question of "Beatty" Depot 
being shared by "Endeavour." The Relations 
Officer is inquiring into the matter and no doubt 
the Corps will be benefited as a result. 

* * * 

Sea Cadet companies were well represented 
on the occasion of the Australia Day March 
through Sydney. 

4 . * 
British Aircraft Carriers of the Pacific Fleet, 

when at Sydney, have been visited by large num-
bers of N.L. Sea Cadets. 

* * • 

Mr. W. L. Hammer reports having recently 
visited all companies in pursuance of his duties 
as Hon. Relations Officer. 

From the 1st January to 31st December, 1945, 
the following donations were received by the 
Navy League Training Depot "Australia":— 

R.S.S.A.I.L.A., Gladesville Sub-Branch 
Hunter's Hill Municipal Council 
Mr. W. Grant, Pymble 
Mr. F. M. Daly, M.L.A., Five Dock 
R.S.S.A.I.L.A. Ryde-Meadowbank Sub-

Branch 
Adelaide Steamship Company 
Port Jackson and Manly Steamship 

Company 
R.S.S.A.I.L.A. Rozelle Sub-Branch .... 
Mr. Myers, Gladesville (Collection) .. 
Mrs. Stelezer's Happiness Club 
Tallents and Knapman, Concord 
Johnson and Johnson, Sydney 
Chartres Ltd., Sydney 
A. E. Primrose, Gladesville 
William Arnott Ltd., Homebush 
Brown's Hardware Store, Rozelle 
Richard Wildridge and Coy., Sydney 
Lowes Ltd., Sydney • .... 
Winns Pty., Ltd., Sydney 
Thatcher and Oberg Pty. Ltd., Mascot 

£ s. d. 
5 5 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 

10 6 

2 2 0 
3 3 0 

1 1 0 
1 1 0 

11 0 
1 1 0 

10 6 
1 1 0 

2 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 

10 6 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
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L. T. CHENERY 
Butcher 

278 ABERCROMBIE STREET 

•Phone: MX 1958 

Quality Meat at Keener Prices 

A TRIAL WILL CONVINCE 

Right through the 
year 

Everybody needs the carefully conserved, nut-meet 
nutriment of Uncle Toby's Oats all year round. Uncle 
Toby's Oats will not overheat the blood. No husks I 
No gritl 66 units of Vitamin SI in every delicious 
plateful. , 

SOLD IN PACKAGES — NEVER IN BULKI 

UNCLE TOBY'S OATS 
A product of CLIFFORD LOVE I C O . LTD., SYDNEY 

Swans Ltd., Sydney 1 1 0 
Stewarts and Lloyds, Sydney 10 10 0 
Marcus Clark Ltd., Sydney 2 2 0 
N.S.W. Sash Door and Joinery, 

Drummoyne 1 1 0 
Harold Meggitt Ltd., Gladesville .... 5 5 0 
John T. Jennings Pty., Ltd., Sydney 1 1 0 
F. J. Palmer and Son, Sydney 3 3 0 
Bebarfalds Ltd., Sydney 1 1 0 
David Jones Ltd., Sydney 5 5 0 
Greater Union Theatres Ltd., Sydney 1 1 0 

Grand Total £68 16 6 

WELL DONE, "AUSTRALIA!" 

N.L.T.D. "SIRIUS" 
(Contributed by R. Ferguson) 

On the occasion of the Ramsgate-Sans Souci 
March, the Depot was congratulated on the 
marching, discipline and bearing of the boys, by 
officers of the Army and Air Force. 

Commander Hammer was able to congratulate 
the Depot on the turn-out a t the Church Parade 
recently held at Marrickville. The Depot was 
congratulated on the behaviour, etc., of the boys 
on a visit to one of the aircraft carriers. 

The Sirius led the procession on 26/1/46 at 
Hurstville on occasion of a public welcome to 
Returned P.O.W. 

The Depot is going along quietly and steadily. 
We have hopes soon of being able to erect our 
own depot a t Carss Park. 

The Depot has been divided into sea-going, 
which gives practical work under the command 
of Capt. G. W. Round and the 2I/C Mr. Malcolm. 
The shore establishment is under Mr. Ferguson, 
with Mr. Schneider as Depot Executive Officer 
and Mr. Christofani as Supply and Accountant. 

The Junior Officers — Messrs. Rand, McStay, 
Shaw and Loss are still on deck and going well. 
Ay ratings are showing interest and all are 
on their toes to make the Sirius a happy ship, 
which means it is a Good Ship. Recruits are 
coming In, and we are looking forward to big, 
happy and useful times. , 

Once we are in our own Depot, we'll go 
ahead in larger numbers. 

Mr. Malcolm is down with a bad leg a t pre-
sent, but we are all hoping he will soon be on 
deck again. 

Our Welfare Committee are working very 
hard and are still very enthusiastic about things. 
They are giving great help to us. 
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The ladies of tha t committee seem to want 
to do all things that will be a credit to the 
Sirius and no report would be complete without 
saying that officers and ratings of the Sirius 
do deeply appreciate the work and time put iyto 
things by our Welfare Committee. 

Navy League Sea Cadet 
Corps 
(Voluntary) 

N.S.W. 

VICTORY" DEPOT, NORTH SYDNEY (J. A. 
Williams, C.O.). 

"WARREGO" DEPOT, WOOLWICH (R. 
Crosskill, O.C.). 

"PERTH" (late "VENDETTA"), MANLY (P. 
H. Tobitt, C.O.). 

"BEATTY" DEPOT, DOMAIN (G. H. Smith, 
C.O.). 

"AUSTRALIA" DEPOT, HENLEY (W. L. Ham-
mer, C.O.). 

"SIRIUS" DEPOT, CONNELL'S POINT (G. W. 
Round, C.O.). 

"CANBERRA" DEPOT, ORANGE (J. P. 
Finegan, C.O.). 

"ENDEAVOUR" DEPOT, WOOLLAHRA (H G. 
Colli son, C.O.). 

Boys between the ages of 10 and 17 years 
wishing to join, should make application to Com-
manding Officers any Saturday afternoon. 

PLEASE NOTE 
Contributions of a suitable nature 

are cordially invited, and should be 
addressed to the Editor, the 'Wavy 

"League Journal," Royal Exchange 
Building, Bridge Street, Sydney 
The Navy League does not 

sarily endorse the opinions of 
tributors to the Journal. 

Telephone B 7808 

Found—The Norih-West Passage 
(Continued from Page 9) 

"So this is the North-West Passage," one of 
the men commented as he hauled in the lead 
line. "We'll be darned lucky if we get through." 

The compass became entirely unreliable owing 
to their proximity to the magnetic north, fogs 
enveloped them, and they had to be able to 
see their way, needing the land for a guide. The 
hopes they had entertained of being home for 
their second Christmas fell away in the Rae 
Straits, as the ice started pouring down, grind-
ing and crushing against the ship till it deaf-
ened them. The crew had earlier passed the 
time by counting the ships tha t had tried to get 
through the passage and failed. Now they found 
themselves facing every conceivable danger. 
First the pressing ice lifted the ship and strand-
ed her on a shoal, and then pushed her off. At 
one moment the ship would be straining on 
her anchors while the gnawing ice shrieked 
past; another time she would be drifting and 
pivoting, running for life. 

Their second winter was spent almost on the 
scene of the Franklin disaster. They remembered 
how one search-party had waited for three years 
to get out and had failed. Then one of their 
number died, and their luck seemed at a low 
ebb. Sergeant Henry Larsen, skipper of the 
100-foot schooner, travelled 1,000 miles inland 
to get a priest only to find tha t he could not 
leave his mission until the spring. 

Yet the weary months passed, the priest per-
formed the last rites and the yellow poppies 
pushed their sturdy way through the snow. On 

••3rd August they once more broke from the 
grip of the ice, blasting with black powder, 
backing up and charging. In the struggle a 
cylinder head gave way and they were destined 
to finish the long journey to Halifax on five 
cylinders, but nothing could stop them now. 

Threading their way through the floes east 
of Somerset Island, they shot a 3,0001b. walrus 
for meat, and now knew certain triumph. On 
11th October tlsey put into Halifax, and the 
newspapermen aboard found Larsen's men 
drawn to attention on deck in their immarulate 
khaki, blue and scarlet uniform. Perhaps it 
was a great story, but it was crowded off the 
f ront pages by the headlines of war. A few 
months later their return patrol, cloaked by 
war-time secrecy, was accomplished with even 
less publicity. 

And who noticed, in a recent honours list, the 
award of the Polar Medal to Sergeant Henry 
A. Larsen, R.C.M.P.? 
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H.M.S. "FOUDROYANT" 
(Continued from Page 3) 

another unit who had been to H.M.S. "Fou-
droyant." I knew they held courses there for 
officers and cadets. I had seen a few pictures 
from time to time in the Sea Cadet Magazine, 
but one day it struck me forcibly that I myself 
ought to go and so I had talked it over with 
Ted. 'Let's go down if we can,' I said, 'and see 
what goes on . . . see 'new places and new faces'.' 

"All arrangements were soon made and with 
two other cadets, including Ted, I left for Ports-
mouth and soon found myself standing at the 
Excellent Steps waiting to be taken off to the 
Foudroyant, gazing over this small part of a 
large picture, Portsmouth Harbour. 

"Around us had gathered a number of ratings, 
and we picked out a Petty Officer, a Steward, 
and, of course, the usual men in overalls, re-
turning from different jobs in the dockyard. At 
last the quarter-master of the quayside said, 
'Hi, you cadets! Here's your boat,' and we went 
down the steps and boarded another of those 
maids-of-all-work . . . motor-cutters. I would 
have called this a 'motor-boat,' but I had found 
from one or two ratings standing by that the 
proper name was 'motor-cutter,' so I could see 
I had started my week in the proper way, pick-
ing up hints and learning as I went along. I 
had made up my mind from the start that I 
would get all I could from this week. I would 
learn new names, see new ships and meet new 
friends. 

"A short trip from the quay out into the 
harbour and there was the Foudroyant. Com-
pared with the bustle and rush of modern life 
this old wooden ship had the dignity of years, a 
dignity that can only be attained through the 
ages, but she was still playing her part and 
wearing the White Ensign, and what an ensign! 
I don't think I have ever seen such a large one. 
In a matter of minutes I was stretching my neck 
up to the upper deck, taking in all I saw as we 
came alongside the gangway of my home-to-
be for a week. 

"Quickly I sought for previous hints and 
tips I had learnt in my unit. What did I do 
when I went on board ? Did I go and say 'Hello' 
to the Captain? Was I expected to ask a lot of 
questions ? But I soon found the answer. Reach-
ing the upper deck, I knew what to do . . . a 
smart salute, carry my things inboard. A 
friendly order from a chief petty officer told me 
to put my cast down and just wait and I 
would soon be given all the directions and 

orders necessary to fit myself into a ship quickly 
and without bother. For the next few hours I 
met my ship. I t was strange and naturally so. 
I had once, when on holiday, visited a modern 
man-of-war with all her cold steel plating, but 
here a soft, homely atmosphere was prominent. 
Massive timber, heavy bulkheads built to stand 
the strain of many years' battling the enemy 
and the elements. On the mess deck I met my 
friends-to-be, who were all fitting themselves 
into the picture so as to get the best out of 
every minute of their time. Evening soon came 
round, and with the excitement of travelling, my 
walk to the dockyard and meeting my ship, I 
felt really tired. I could see Ted deep in the 
problem of slinging a hammock; it looked so 
difficult and uncomfortable. I thought of my 
own bed. but then if we all had had beds 
what stowage space it would take up! Also a 
seaman sleeps, lives and amuses himself all in 
the same place, his mess deck. An instructor 
soon showed us how to sling a hammock and 
in a very short time cadets had turned in, 
snuggled down and were fast asleep. Glancing, 
around at the sleeping forms swinging slowly 
in their hammocks, I tried to picture the same 
mess deck years before with a smell of tar and 
pitch, and perhaps powder, but quickly lost 
consciousness. 

Mraary, 1*44 NAVY LRAtUI JOURNAL Pa** I I 

"I awoke with a start, hearing a cry I had 
been told about but never heard in a ship before, 
the Service call for the hands. From that 
moment onwards, bustle and confusion were 
everywhere. Cadets fell out of their hammocks 
and quickly tried to lash them up, but I noticed, 
that an instructor was always at hand to give 
advice and help when needed. Gear was col-
lected, hammocks stowed away, we had a little 
P.T. on the upper deck and then to breakfast 
Afterwards we fell in ready for divisions and 
prayers, and a day of training had started. 

"I must say how interesting the training waJ 
in the following five days . . . . active and new. 
In fact, at times I felt I wanted to stop and 
do over again things I had been shown and 
taught, but knew that this was impossible i n ] 
so short a time. I firmly determined, however/ 
that when I got back to my unit I would live 
th is week again and practise and record much 
of it, not only to advance myself to cadet petty, 
officer, but to help others 

"I will briefly run over the many things we did] 

elements of nature. I t gave one a sense of 
battle, this feeling of pitting one's wits . . . . 
however small and inexperienced . . . against 
something that had gone on for ever and would 
go on for ever. 

"The Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Com-
mander P. D. O'Brien, R.N., took a personal 
interest in us all, and one day when the weather 
prevented us from doing active practical sea-
manship he gave us an interesting talk on train-
ing, explained why we train, and told us the 
history of the Foudroyant. Naturally, I could 
not expect the weather to be always '.'just 
right," so our training programme was so ar-
ranged that when the weather was too bad to 
be on the water we went into classrooms or 
on to the mess deck or in the reading room, 
where an instructor taught us many new sub-
jects or tested us on the training we had 
received in our unit. 

"One day we visited a ship and were allowed 
to climb all over her and see what really hap-
pened in a modern man-of-war, but I think 
the two highlights of the week were our day in 
a motor fishing vessel cruising in the Solent 
and cur visit to H.M.S. "Excellant." During 
the trip in the motor fishing vessel I was able 
tc carry out many of the orders I had learnt. 
I had a trick at the wheel. I received the order 
'Starboard 20.' Quickly I thought, 'What is 
the answer?' I remembered. '20 of starboard 
wheel on, sir,' 'Ease to lve.' 'Five degrees of 
starboard wheel on, sir.' 'Steer south 40, west.' 
'Course south 40, west, sir.' And, oh boy! How 
difficult it was to keep her there! I nearly lost 
my head ar.d chased the lubber line, but soon 
the officer of the watch said, 'Very good, Quar-
termaster,' and I felt I had got control. During 
this trip we learned a lot of practical seaman-
ship, such as taking soundings, casting off from 
the quayside, and I came back late in the even-
ing to see again that solid, dignified ship, my 
home for a week, feeling . . . if only iu a very 
small way . . . that feeling that sailors must 
get when they return to their own port after 
months at sea. 

'The next big effort was our day's trip to 
H.M.S. "Excellant," called Whale Island by the 
navy, that hot-bed of discipline and precision, 

f
where even to move your eyebrows produces a 
luick reminder that when you do a job you do 
t right and never anything else. The men must 

stored away and hope never to fo rge t I really 
must quote i t : 'Build your body to physical 
fitness and you are well on the road to mental 
alertness. With mental alertness and physical 
fitness the foundation of a seaman is laid.' I 
silently made a resolution to keep physically fit 
and mentally awake. 

"Well, the week was over; I had seen a lot, 
learned a lot, forgotten a bit, I know, but it 
would come back in the months to come when 
working slowly with my unit, and, above all, 
I had 'been places' and seen new faces." 
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"There was boat pulling in a tideway, aailin«k®,ve h a d a l o t o f training to be able to do these 
. . . that was great fun . . . and it was fun, too, ^ quickly and smartly, and during a talk 
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fix the course and t ry to hold it against t h J r n e o f the officers made a remark which I have 
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î sjKSisi 

T H E F I R S T L I N E 
OF D E F E N C E 

FOR T H E F A M I L Y 
it undoubtedly a Life Assurance Policy, and 
the policy contracts issued by The Colonial 
Mutual Life Assurance are designed to pro-
vide the strongest possible defence for the 
family. 
They may be obtained by payment of instal-
ments, weekly, monthly, guarterly, half-yearly 
or yearly. 

Write for a booklet to . . . 

The 
COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE 

ASSURANCE SOCIETY 
Limited 

316 Collins Street Melbourne. C I 
14 Martin Place Sydney 

^ ! 

TO ALL RETAIL TOBACCONISTS! 
No-one lias e x p e r i e n c e d t h e d i f f icul t ies 

of w a r l i m e t r a d i n g m o r e t h a n t obacco 

a n d c i g a r e t t e v e n d o r s . St r ic t r a t ion-

ing h a s ce r t a in ly i m p o s e d an a r d u o u s 

task o n oui m a n y f r i e n d s in t h e t r a d e . 

May h e c o n g r a t u l a t e you on hav ing 

ach ieved a r e m a r k a b l e j o b in sa t i s fy-

ing a n d s u p p l y i n g m a n y c u s t o m e r s 

d u r i n g t h e w a r yea r s , w h e n s u p p l i e s 

•if c iga re t t e s a n d l o b a e r o have b e e n so 

r e s t r i c t e d , a n d w h e n f a v o u r i t e b r a n d s 

h a v e not a lwavs been ava i l ab le . 

B u t now tha t r e g u l a r s u p p l i e s of 
h igh q u a l i t y leaf a r e r e a c h i n g t h e 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s of Black a n d W h i t e 
C iga re t t e s , they at least , can a s s u r e 
von that t h e very best o b t a i n a b l e im-
p o r t e d tobaccos a r e aga in b e i n g used . 
Ill f a d t h e M a n u f a c t u r e r s of Black 
a n d W h i t e C iga re t t e s g u a r a n t e e a n d 
cr i t ica l s m o k e r s a g r e e , tha i t h e y ' r e 
now even b e t t e r t h a n p r e - w a r . 

You r a n de f in i t e ly r e c o m m e n d 
Black a n d W h i t e C iga re t t e s with 
c o n f i d e n c e — t h e y ' r e t h e C iga re t t e wi .h 
t h e g u a r a n t e e . 
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TOWARDS GOOD CITIZENSHIP 
THE Navy League Sea Cadet Corps had Its birth long ago in the years of 

peace; it proved its worth before the Great War of 1914-18 burst upon the 
world; it gave thousands of healthy lads much to do for their own benefit and 
for the good of their Country and Empire between the two world ware. 

In the wars the Sea Cadet Corps justified Its aims and objects; thousands 
of Its cadets throughout the British family of nations freely enlisted in the 
armed forces to battle against the aggression and the designs of its foes. 

The Corps is essentially a Peace Movement—promoted to encourage and 
help our youth in their spare time to take up a useful form of recreation, 
arranged to provide Interest in nautical subjects. Hundreds of our Australian 
boys love the water and boats to row and sail, and in the Navy League Cadet 
Corps they are enabled, under the control of instructors, to give full play to 
their likes and to their energies. The boys find that discipline, unselfishness, 
comradeship and healthy work are forms of self-expression, worthy of cultiva-
tion, producing as they do that high quality of service to one's fellows which 
Is the hall-mark of true citizenship. 

The Sea Cadet Corps, in brief, builds character. 
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JUST ANOTHER JOB 
By LIEUTENANT E. COVE, B.N. 

It was the Thursday before Good Friday that 
the dead whale, which had been hanging around 
the island for more than a week, finally decided 
to come ashore. Could it have climbed the rocks 
and crossed the road, it would have found itself 
in the cemetery. As it was, it did its best to 
remain where it had parked itself, by wedging 
its tail amongst certain small pinnacles of rock. 

Its odoriferous qualities soon made themselves 
painfully obvious, especially to the residents of 
a certain nearby terrace, and also to a deputa-
tion of ladies who waited on the Methodist 
Minister; they were certainly not enamoured of 
its presence. 

Obviously the sudden arrival of this unbidden 
guest was anything but welcome, whilst many 
and various were the proposals for its removal. 

It was suggested, for instance, that pieces 
might be cut off and used as bait for fish pots; 
but although the carcase would have yielded 
unlimited bait, yet no one seemed to take to the 
idea. 

Another suggestion was that residents who 
possessed motor boats might make a combined 
effort to tow the whale away; but that also fell 
flat. 

Eventually it was left to the "department that 
never fails" to do their "stuff." 

The dockyard being closed for Easter, no 
steps could be taken, except long ones with 
handkerchiefs well up to the nose. Plenty of 
snapshots were taken, however, and everybody 
went whale-hunting so to speak, shooting spools 
of camera films instead of. harpoons. 

The whale spent a quiet Easter week-end. 
Monday dawned at last, and hopes of the car-
case's removal ran high—and so did the smells! 

The department concerned began to get busy, 
the head and second in command duly inspected 
the whale, and two suggestions were put for-
ward as to its speedy removal. 

(i) Spray the carcase with petrol at low water 
and burn it. 

(ii) Tow it out to sea and attempt to blow 
. it up with bombs. 

A whaling crew of an allied nation being a t 
tha t time in port, they were consulted as to the 

two suggestions, and they were of the opinion 
that the petrol and bonfire idea was quite im-
possible, but that suggestion number two was 
quite practicable. They reminded their ques-
tioners, however, that the average whale weighs 
about a ton for every foot in length. 

Our particular specimen therefore weighed be-
tween 20 and 25 tons, and resting, this would be 
dead weight; with the whale waterborne the pull 
would, of course, be much less. 

On the Tuesday, therefore, a t about an hour 
before high water, a steamboat with skiff in 
tow, together with two valiant riggers, and a 
naval officer, appeared upon the scene of action. 

After much manoeuvring, the steamboat drop-
ped anchor in the desired spot and veered out 
her cable until the stern was in place, just be-
tween two dangerous looking reefs. A 3-inch 
sisal, with grapnel attached, was then taken to 
the whale by the aforesaid officer, who consti-
tuted the skiff's crew on this occasion. An 
attempt was made to drive the grapnel in behind 
a large fin, but the attempt failed owing to the 
toughness of the skin. 

The rope was then made fast round the whale 
and the other end taken back to the steamboat. 
Just before high water the boat began to tow, 
or tried to do so, but although the hef ty mammal 
seemed very buoyant, it absolutely refused to 
budge, and eventually the rope parted. 

A second attempt was made, the rope mean-
while having inconveniently sunk and got foul 
of a rock. 

After under-running and clearing this, the 
steamboat had another go, but as no impression 
could be made on the reluctant carcase, and it 
being by that time well past high water, the 
attempt was abandoned. Something attempted, 
nothing done, but all in the day's work. 

Well, next morning at about an( hour before 
low water, the same boats and the same people 
appeared, plus two brave-looking shipwrights, 
armed to the teeth with fearsome looking saws. 

These gallant and high-hearted men had volun-
teered to cut off the tail of the whale, and tha t 
would be the end of him—one end, anyhow. 
Whilst the "wood-spoilers" were doing their 
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best, the two valiant riggers before-mentioned 
were fixing up a wire strop and single block on 
a rock about 40 yards from the shore. A par-
buckle and double block were also fitted to the 
whale. 

Under the determined and sustained attack of 
the sawyers, the whale's tail soon gave up cling-
ing to the rock, it parted company from the 
main body, an(i the men took a rest. Soon they 
began their onslaught upon the jawbone; this 
was quickly sawn asunder and now all was ready. 
Go home to dinner, ye noble army of onlookers, 
and be back at 2.30. 

At the appointed time the company reassemb-
led, workers and onlookers, critics and doers of 
the job. This time a diesel boat came as well. 
Ho! ho! things are going to move at last. This 
is it? That brown thing is a rope that floats; 
no more hawsers sinking down to foul the rocks 
long, brown snake-like thing on the surface, what 
is it, That brown thing is a rope that floats; 
no more hawsers sinking down to foul the rocks 
and delay the removal of this nauseating car-
case. The skiff this time has a crew of two 
coloured men, the naval officer having discovered 
that his hands were not as tough as they used 
to be. 

The 5-inch coir hawser was soon connected 
to the sisal, which had been rove previously 
through the blocks. Orders were then given to 
begin the tow, and both boats went ahead. The 
hawser tautened, the blocks creaked, the sisal 
stretched and stretched, until at last, bang! it 
carried away. However, all was not lost, it had 
carried away at a point where it could be soon 
retrieved and repaired. 

A second attempt was then made to tow off 
the high smelling denizen of the ocean, and this 
time the strop slipped. The attempt had to be 
abandoned and another method tried. 

The blocks were removed and the coir hawser 
was secured to the parbuckle. When towing was 
now resumed the whale actually moved a few 
feet and then—the parbuckle parted! Time and 
tile wait for no man, just time for one more 
try. This time the coir was passed right round 
the whale and then "full speed ahead." 

Marvel of marvels! the carcase came away 
about 20 feet, but the hawser was so overcome 
with excitement and the strain put upon it, that 
it fairly broke down—it parted on the towing 
bollard. 

Next day, some time before low water, three 
gallant lads appeared, one of the shipwrights 
having left the "circus," his professional services 
being no longer required on that job. A hole was 

(Continued on page 6) 
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SHIP BUILDING COSTS CAN BE CUT 
Ships could be built as cheaply in Australia as 

anywhere else in the world if American methods 
were used and Australian rates paid to workmen, 
said the Director of Shipbuilding, Rear-Admiral 
P. E. McNeil. 

He agreed with the contention of the Asso-
ciated Chamber of Manufactures that shipbuild-
ing costs in Australia were too high, but he 
criticised the comparative figures quoted by the 
Chamber. 

Admiral McNeil said the figures, comparing 
the cost of shipbuilding in Australia and in other 
countries, conveyed a false impression. It was 
obvious that the British cost of a deadweight 
ton of £21 was in sterling, and consequently 
should be 25 per cent, more in Australian cur-
rency. 

"Ships of the tramp class only were built in 
Britain for £21 sterling," said Admiral McNeil, 
"but the Associated Chamber of Manufactures 
compares these with river-type steamers in the 
cargo, liner class, which in Britain cost about 
£35 a ton sterling, and in Australia £68. It will 
be seen, therefore, that the cost of shipbuilding 
in Australia is not three times as great as in 
Britain, although it is still far too high." 

Explaining the reasons for the high cost of 
shipbuilding in Australia, Admiral McNeil said 
that in all Australian shipbuilding yards, except 
that owned by the B.H.P. Ltd., repair work had 

been given precedence over construction, particu-
larly since December, 1942. 

"Construction of ships has consequently been 
subject to frequent interruptions," he said. "It 
has practically been regarded as stand-by work 
for men whose primary work is repairs. The 
demand for various kinds of tradesmen on re-
pairs fluctuates, and, consequently, it is useful 
to have ship construction on hand. This arrange-
ment has slowed down construction and added 
to costs." 

Admiral McNeil, who returned at the end of 
last year from an inspection of shipyards in the 
United States, said that if American methods 
were used in Australian yards and the workmen 
received Australian rates of pay, Australia could 
produce ships as cheaply as yards anywhere else 
in the world, or even more cheaply. American 
wages were nearly three times those paid in 
Australia. 

He found that in America it was the custom 
to build merchant ships in sections on level 
ground, the inclined slipway being used merely 
for assembly. This resulted in a big saving of 
effort. 

Building of a ship in sections involved welding 
instead of rivetting. To employ that method in 
Australia the special welding technique so suc-
cessful in the United States during the war would 
have to be employed. 
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cut behind a fin, and a strop rove through it 
and round the whale. The coir hawser was 
secured to the strop and then there was nothing 
for it but to wait for high water. 

In due course the towing boats arrived in 
anticipation of high tide, and elaborate prepara-
tions were made for an irresistible appeal to the 
whale. The steamboat anchored and the diesel 
boat tied up alongside her. The 5-inch coir was 
run out from whale to the steamboat and hauled 
as taut as possible. A 2-inch wire was then 
secured to the strop on the carcase of the whale 
and this wire was then stopped along the 5-inch 
coir at about 6-feet intervals, the eye was drop-
ped over the towing bollard of the diesel boat. 
What luck this time? 

Excitement was at fever heat, especially among 
the cheering kiddies on the beach. The steam-
boat weighed anchor, both boats went ahead, and 
amidst the yells and cheers of the populace, the 
obliging mammal came once again to its natural 
element. The steamboat cast off from the diesel, 
and piloted the latter into deep water about 
two miles off the coast, where the much-mutilated 
and very smelly carcase was at last anchored. 
Here the sailorising part of the story ended, but 
the Commanding Officer, R.N.A.S., had a fur ther 
word to say, for it was decided that pilots and 
ground crews should get to know something of 
the assortment of explosives which they had 
been carrying round the island for the last two 
years on their aircraft, and so planes of various 
types went off with their loads of infernal 
machines, and scored direct hits with small H.E. 
bombs on the whale. 

EPILOGUE 
The whale remained at anchor for about three 

weeks, during which time it rode out a few 
gales. One day, during a strong N.E. breeze, it 
broke adrif t and moved towards the shore. 

A steamboat was sent out to chase it, and it 
was discovered tha t the flesh had decomposed 
so badly that the strop had cut right through 
the carcase. 

The only means of collecting the "arisings" 
would have been by net, and as no net was 
available, nothing could be done. The remains 
came to rest on a reef some distance from the 
shore, but during the night the wind veered 
round to the east, and so the whale, in several 
portions, put o u t to sea once more. 

That was the last, both seen and smelled, of 
that particular whale, for which everyone con-
cerned was truly thankful ; but then, it 's all in 
the day's work. 

Merch, I N A . T H I NAVY L I A W I I JOURNAL Rage 7 

MY VISIT TO H.M.S. "ANSON 
By SIGNALMAN COWLING, N.L.T.D. "Victory" 

HJI.S. "Anson," the sister ship to the flagship 
of the British Pacific Fleet lay quietly at anchor 
in Sydney Harbour. 

I was one of a detachment of Navy League 
Sea Cadets, representing five Depots, which was 
marched on to Man-of-War Steps, where a naval 
launch awaited us. This we boarded and soon 
af ter we were speeding down the harbour. After 
a quarter of an hour, H.M.S. "Anson" was 
sighted in her new coat of grey-blue paint which 
gleamed and sparkled in the sun, while her ensign 
blazed white against a blue sky. 

As we came alongside we saw that the guides 
were waiting at the gangway. The Cadets were 
divided into parties of seven, and our guides took 
us to the forecastle and explained how the 
anchors and cables were worked. After inspect-
ing the capstan gear, our guide took us into 
"A" turret, where the 14-inch guns are housed. 
A sailor who was on duty there showed us how 
the shells are brought up from the magazine and 
rammed into the breech, anyhow the hoist brings 
up the cordite, which is rammed in behind the 
shell. We were also shown the rangefinder and 
severtil of us were allowed to look through it. 

Having emerged from the little t rap door on 
top of the turret we then proceeded below decks 
and were shown the various messes, where we 
were to have tea. After descending fur ther step 
ladders we finally came to the main engine room. 
This was just a mass of machinery covered with 
asbestos, copper piping, dials, and indicators. 
The Stoker Petty Officer explained the uses of 
various sections and told uc the meaning of the 
dials which were on a bi-, indicator board. This 
was very interesting and instructional. The 
temperature here was 90 degrees, compared with 
75 degrees on deck. Artificial air currents had 
to be kept going in order to keep the stokers 
cool. After ascending several ladders we came 
on to the Middle Deck, where 83 Mess was 
situated. Here I had tea, consisting of bread and 
jam and frui t cake. During tea one of the rat-
ings played a few tunes on his accordeon. 

One Cadet washed up, and then our tour con-
tinued. Our next stop was a Radar Room, where 
a Lieutenant showed us the principles of radar. 
This I enjoyed, as I had never seen anything like 
it before. This was our last visit below deck. 

We then went on to the bridge, which is the 
brain of the ship, because jrom here all orders 
are given to and received from other ships. 
Here we were shown how one is able to see in 
spite of spray by a revolving circle of glass, 
also the shiny speaking tubes into which the 
orders are given, the compass and the helm. 
After this we descended a little and I had the 
pleasure of working a suicide pom-pom. These 
pom-poms are of the four-barrelled type, and 
are manned by highly efficient gunners, because 
they have to stop suicide planes from hitting the 
bridge. Needless to say the gun's crew must be 
very fast . While at the pom-poms we were shown 
how they worked, and how the shells were fed 
into the gun. I t was also explained to us that 
a brown-coloured glass is fitted over the sights 
so as to be able to see a plane when it is attack-
ing from out of the sun. 

Our next stop was at a director. This looks 
like a cylindrical bar crossed by about half a 
dozen other bars at right angles. These are the 
eyes of the guns, for when they are moved the 
pom-poms or other A.A. guns move electrically 
with the director. 

Continuing our tour we came to one of the 
powerful searchlights. These are worked by 
hand, and your shoulder fits into a curved arm 
while you look through the telescope which 
serves as a sight. 

Time was getting short so we proceeded to a 
5.25-inch turret, where a gunnery rating ex-
plained the principle of gun fire. He allowed us 
to look through the turret periscope. This y o u . 
work by twisting the handles so as to focus 
properly, otherwise you would not get the right 
view. 

After this we fell in on the Quarterdeck, where 
the Commander of the "Anson" chatted with 
some of us. Just then a whaler came alongside, 
and we helped to hoist it. Soon the launch came 
alongside and we e barked af ter a very enjoy-
able afternoon. 

As we were mov'jig away, I looked back and 
saw H.M.S. "Anson" in peacetime blue-grey, her 
decks in the shadow, her port-holes blazing with 
light and her ensign against the blue sky . . . 
a friendly ship in a friendly harbour. Soon we 
were back at Man-of-War Steps, and, having 
disembarked, we were fallen in, told of this essay 
by Lieut, Shilcock, and dismissed. 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL COLLEGE 
CADET MIDSHIPMEN ore required for the Royal Australian Naval 

College, Flinders Naval Depot, Victoria. 

Every Australian boy who attains the age of 13 years during this 
calendar year, and who is physically fit, is eligible to apply. 

A qualifying examination is held in September in the following 
subjects: — Arithmetic (Elementary), Geometry, English, History. 
Geography, and ONE, but not more than one, of the following:— 
Arithmetic (Harder), Algebra, Latin, or French. 

Candidates who qualify at the Educational Examination will be 
medically examined and interviewed by a Committee of Officers. Those 
selected will join the Naval College in January next for a four years' 
course before being appointed as Officers for sea service. 

Full particulars and application forms may be obtained from any 
of the following:— 

The Secretary, Navy Office. Melbourne, S.C. 1. 
The Naval Officer in Charge, Brisbane. 
The Naval Officer in Charge. Port Adelaide. 
The Naval Officer in Charge, Fremantle. 
The Naval Officer in Charge. Hobart. 
The Staff Officer (Reserves) 44 Bridge Street, Sydney. 

The closing date for applications is 15th June. 
Navy Office. 

Department of the Nervy, 
MELBOURNE. 
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SUBMARINE SEEN FROM NEW ANGLE 
Thr BrtlUh submarine Tauru, I in in dry dock at Williamtt.ncn, Victoria, undergoing 

cleaning. Thr holn in the bote are torpedo tubei. 
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Dispensing Equipment. 
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IT MUST BE GOOD 
IF IT'S PACKED IN 

JOHNSQN'S TYNE 
FOUNDRY PTY. LTD. 

Cnr. 
LORIMER AND TYNE STREETS 

SOUTH MELBOURNE 
'Phone: MX 2189 

UILDERS 

SHIP REPAIRERS 

There is no camouflage about 
glass-packed products . . . no 
guesswork about buying them. 
Goods packed in glass tell their 

own sales story . . . a straightforward story of 
quality which needs no concealment. Remember, 
too, that glass-packed goods offer eitra value, 
because every glass container is re-usable . . . 
glass does not end as garbage, it goes on giving 
service. See what you buy and be sure you are 
buying the best by always asking for goods in 
glass—the one form of packing which is TRANS-
PARENTLY honestl 

AUSTRALIAN GLASS MFRS. CO. 
PTY. LTD. 

420-435 SPENCER St., MELBOURNE. Ph.: F6I0I 
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POSTED LOST 
By G. FORT BUCKLE, In "The Seagoer" 

The wind that blew strongly but not viciously 
across the North Sea and the Dutch lowlands 
around the mouth of the Scheldt still retained 
the keen edge of winter, yet the sun gleamed 
on the white sails of the full-rigged ship "Ley-
land Brothers," in which I was outward bound 
from Antwerp, round the Hom, to California. 

Every detail of this voyage was impressed on 
my memory at the time by sheer hardship, and 
by the fact that I had only joined the ship as 
an apprentice three days before the voyage com-
menced. Since this fine old square-rigger is no 
longer cleaving the seas of the world, having 
been turned into a hulk af ter being sold to the 
Portuguese, it may be as well to give here a 
few particulars of her before telling the story 
of my experiences during one of hqr most event-
ful voyages. She was three-masted and carried 
double topsails, single t 'gallant sails and royals 
on all masts, with a sky-sail on the main. Her 
gross tonnage was 2,291 and net 2,238 tons. The 
length overall was 320-feet with a beam of 40-
feet; and from keel to truck she measured 220-
feet, making her a "tall ship." Although on this 
occasion no miracles of speed were performed, 
during a subsequent voyage to Australia this 

fine full-rigged ship of the last days of sail nearly 
made a record passage. 

Leaving Antwerp we were taken in tow by a 
powerful tug—which appeared to me ridiculously 
small for the work it had to perform. Passing 
rapidly down the Scheldt, we spread our wings 
to the cold but favourable north-easter and soon 
left the narrow seas, bound for San Francisoo, 
fourteen days before that great Western city 
was convulsed and practically destroyed by one 
of the worst earthquakes and fires ever known. 
Curiously enough we carried in our holds a 
cargo which was to prove of inestimable value 
to the stricken town—Portland cement, steel 
girders and other building materials. Nor did 
we know when we started out on that April morn-
ing that we were destined to be several months 
overdue and posted lost; to show up eventually, 
however, a f te r having been 214 days at sea 
without touching port and over four months 
without sighting a ship—not even hull down on 
the horizon. 

The first part of the voyage, up to the time 
when we were off Rio de Janeiro, was almost 
without event. We were lucky with the Trades, 
picking them up earlier and retaining them much 

A FULL RIGGED SHIP 

In the Last Days of Sail 
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longer than we might normally have expected. 
Again, when crossing the calms of the Equator 
our luck held and in consequence it looked as 
though we were gping to make a very good run 
to 'Frisco. Trouble lay ahead of us, however, 
and within a few weeks all chance of doing this 
had failed. 

On a previous voyage, the Captain of the 
"Leyland Brothers" had come through a most 
terrifying experience, which he related to the 
Mate one evening while I was working on the 
poop deck. The four-masted barque, of which 
he was then in command, was caught in a fierce 
squall while under full sail. So far over did she 
heel that her sails were partly submerged and 
her keel began to appear above water. Captain 
M was so certain that she had gone that he 
gave orders for the boats to be cut away and 

B1RT & COMPANY 
(PTY.) LIMITED 

4 BRIDGE STREET, SYDNEY. N.S.W. 

P.O. I O X S 4 4 I . G .P .O. 

Aim at 
44 E . ,1 . Straat, Irfcbana: U . r . . . C a U Staraa. 

Stanlay Straat. SaatK Iriabana. 

SHIPPING A N D GENERAL AGENTS 

"Every man for himself." Suddenly, however, 
the barque righted herself. The crew, without 
waiting for orders, had let everything go. As 
she came up her yards were swinging in all 
directions and it seemed that something must 
give way under the terrible strain. Nothing 
broke, however, and within the space of a few 
minutes the vessel was away before the wind. 

Although this is a digression, at the time 
when I overheard it being related, as an impres-
sionable boy, I could visualise with almost pain-
ful vividness the capsizing of the whole towering 
mass of masts, sails, spars and cordage, amid 
the shrieking wind and foam-capped waves. 

When abreast of Rio de Janeiro we spoke a 
homeward-bound liner, which passed so close to 
us that the officer on her bridge was able to 
shout a few words to our Captain through a 
megaphone. By a strange coincidence there was, 
on board that liner, a friend of mine—a discovery 
made many years later. This was the last ship 
sighted by us for over four months. Our luck 
began to chfhge, and it came with a terrific 
squall from out of a blue-black wall of cloud 
when off the River Plate. 

In this Pampero the goose-neck of our main 
lower topsail yard carried away and it seemed 
that fur ther disaster was threatened. The yard, 
an iron one and extremely heavy, was hanging 
in mid-air supported only by the topsail sheets. 
The ship was rolling and pitching heavily and 
every time she did so the yard swung forward 
and upward, describing in its flight an arc of 
from fifteen to twenty feet. For an instant it 
would remain almost motionless a t the full 
stretch of the sheets and then come crashing 

Cockatoo Docks & 
Engineering Co. P+v 

Ltd. 
Contractors to . . . 

H.M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY 
Ship-builders, Marin* & Engineers 

General 
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COCKATOO ISLAND 
SYDNEY 
W 1941 (10 Knei) 
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back against the mast with a resounding thud 
that shook the heavy spar and could be heard 
from end to end of the ship. 

Orders were given for the watch to go aloft 
and secure it—a very difficult and hazardous bit 
of work. Eventually we succeeded, however, in 
lashing it to the mast and there it was allowed 
to rest awaiting an improvement in the weather. 

Instead of abating, however, the wind increased 
in force until it was blowing a steady half gale. 
Captain M decided tha t the yard must be 
sent down immediately. In view of the weather 
conditions he abandoned any idea of getting it 
on deck and gave orders to swing it out over-
board and cut it adrif t . 

I t was during this operation that we witnessed 
one of the most extraordinary exhibitions of a 
temporary "black out" of a man's mind that I 
can possibly conceive. As will be readily appre-
ciated, the cutting adrif t of the yard was the 
worst part of the whole business and required 
the greatest care. Realising this fact, Mr. Bils-
borough, the Chief Mate, had entrusted the job 
to the most experienced hand on board. Every-
thing was ready and we stood by to "let her go." 
When the order came the man raised his knife 
and cut the fall above the hand by which he was 

'holding on. 

Away went the yard and the seaman with it. 
How he managed to get clear of the tackle and 
gear attached to the yard as it dropped and 
dived beneath a wave is a mystery. But succeed 
he did, and almost before the cry of "Man over-
board" had sounded along the decks he re-
appeared on the surface of the sea. Two lines 

were thrown to him in quick succession, but in 
each case they failed to reach him. The Second 
Mate then ran t o the end of the poop and threw 
a third one. This time the man was able to grasp 
it just as he was passing astern. He told us 
afterwards that his mind went completely blank 
at the moment when he was about to cut the 
fall. 

With a view to replacing the lost yard the 
ship was headed for Montevideo. We had not 
been long on our new course, however, before 
head winds were encountered. Heaven knows 
that these are bad enough at any time, but, 
disabled as we were, the ship could not be sailed 
close to the wind. We were, in fact, compelled 
to reduce sail to counteract her tendency to yaw. 

(To he concluded in next issue) 

Y.chti — Launches — Tr.wl.rs — Dinghies — Pearling 
Luggers — Hollowsper Makers — Marin. Engines — 
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Once again we are In the field aa builders or One vessels 
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• 

NETTLEFOLDS PTY. LTD. 
SUNSHINE. VICTORIA SYDNEY SEA CADETS VISIT 

H.M.S. "ANSON" 
A party of 50 Navy League Sea Cadets drawn 

from all Depots visited the Royal Navy's latest 
battleship one Sunday afternoon in late January. 

Sunday, 27th of January was a gala day for 
the party of Cadets who visited H.M.S. "Anson." _ 
She was lying down the harbour, off Double Bay 
and the party was transported from Man-of-War 
Steps in a ship's launch. Cadets began to gather 
at the steps over an hour before the time to fall 
in, and all were ready well before the proper 
time. When they were fallen in the Cadets were 
told of the arrangements made for the visit by 
one of the ship's officers, who had come ashore to 
ifteet them. 

They were then marched on to the pier to 
board the launch. The details of the visit are 
very well described in the article by a Cadet 
which follows. Arrangements were made on 
board for the Cadets to be shown how the ship 
is fought and steered. For tea the party was 
split up among the various Stokers' Messes, each 
of which entertained four or five Cadets to tea. 

After tea the tour of the ship continued until 
it was time for the party to muster before leav-
ing the ship. An unplanned incident added to 
the interest of the visit here, as a whaler which 
had been practising for the regatta came along-
side and had to be hoisted. There were very 
few hands available a t the time and so the 
Cadets were employed to hoist it . . . their first 
real job in the Navy! 

They all appeared to enjoy the visit and all 
learned a lot. The following article won the prize 
of one pound offered for the best article written 
by a Caidet about the visit. I t shows quite clearly 
the interest taken and the amount learnt by the 
Cadets. The writer is Signalman B. B. Cowling, 
of North Sydney Depot, who is aged fifteen-and-
a-half. 

—J.G.S. 

CAP BADGE 
as worn by Navy League Sea Cadet Officers. 
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INTRODUCTION TO MARINE 
ENGINEERING 

A. Funge Smith (Arnold, London: Five shillings) 
The author, a Commander (E) in the Royal 

Navy, has set out to produce a simple book on 
all aspects of marine engineering, and he haR 
succeeded very well. The book deals with every 
branch of the subject, including air compressors, 
evaporators, and refrigerators. The author des-
cribes both naval and merchant service practice, 
without confusing the issue. The book is clearly 
illustrated and written so that it is easy to 
understand. It is a pity that the first chapter 
has been "written down" to the reader, as it 
gives a false impression about the remainder of 
the book. I can thoroughly recommend this book 
to all young stokers who find the "Machinery 
Handbook" too dry, and for Sea Cadets it is 
just what is required as a text book for mechani-
cal training classes. 

J Q g 

"ENDEAVOUR" DEPOT, WOOLLAHRA (J. 
Joynes, Acting O.C.). 
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WHAT OF THE FUTURE ? 
The Anglo-American Loan Agreement m#y 

have only a distant, far-off and problematic 
impact on the British Navy. But it has, a t 
least, by implication, the possibility of such an 
impact. If the opponents of the loan are even 
partially correct in their diagnosis, the whole 
fu ture of the British Empire must cause the 
gravest anxiety to those who think ahead. If 
the supporters of the loan have the right end 
of the stick, the fu ture is scarcely less charged 
with anxiety. No one, neither Mr. Dalton, nor 
Sir John Anderson, nor Winston Churchill, nor 
Mr. Ernest Bevin approaches the loan otherwise 
than with caution and misgivings. And if we 
should find ourselves unable to discharge these 
debts of honour, which we are now forced to 
pile upon other debts still undischarged, or even 
if, in order to keep faith, we should be reduced 
to cutting our own expenditures to the knuckle, 
it is only too probable that the British Navy 
would suffer. 

In the past, a f t e r every war, the cheese-parers 
have been apt to turn first on the Navy in order 
to cut national expenditure. The great and 
glorious Navy, which has, during and af ter every 
war we have waged, been proclaimed as a sheet 
anchor of our security, as our sure shield, as the 

impregnable defence to our essential moat, our 
bulwark against extinction and our life-line in 
war, has very soon been forgotten. Our ships 
have been scrapped, our fleets have been put on 
a care and maintenance basis, we have cut essen-
tial expenditure of fuel for fleet exercises, and of 
ammunition for gunnery practice. We have 
thrown our seamen, both of the Royal Navy 
and the Merchant Navy, on the scrap-heap of 
unemployment and we have deprived our Officers 
of a career and left them with an exiguous pen-
sion to struggle in an overcrowded market for 
those civilian jobs for which their professional 
training had given them little aptitude. 

Are all these dreadful things to happen again ? 
It seems at the moment more than a possibility. 
I t seems at the moment as if the Navy League 
—which may well itself have a hard struggle 
to keep alive and kicking in a generally im-
poverished society — might have, before many 
years are gone, a task of awakening and warn-
ing and campaigning as great as any which it 
has undertaken in the past, if not greater and 
more critical than all that have gone before. 

There are also the Navies of the Dominions, 
and of India. These have proved themselves an « 
essential part of victory. They have won great 
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glory. They have shown their complete effi-
ciency in ships and crews and action. They have 
come into their own. They may survive and 
even go forward while the Royal Navy itself 
may be cut to the bone. But in what guise? 
With what object? Under which flag? 

(The above is taken from the Editorial of 
"The NAVY" of January . 1946. Our readers 
are invited to ponder i t ) 
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THE ECLIPSE OF THE N.Y.K. 
No better example could be provided of the 

futility of Japan's decision to sacrifice the solid 
bone of commercial prosperity for the shadow 
of military grandeur and loot than the eclipse 
of the Nippon Yusen Kaisya, possibly its final 
extinction. M. Terai, the president, has admitted 
that when Japan surrendered the Company had 
only two ships left of the magnificent fleet with 
which it started the war: the f rui ts of sixty 
years' strenuous effort have been lost. 

It was in 1885 that the Nippon Yusen Kaisya 
was formed, on the orders of the Japanese Gov-
ernment, by the amalgamation of the Mitsubishi 
Kaisya, which had started its maritime side in 
1871, and the Kyodo Unyo Kaisya which had 
been established in 1881 with the Japanese Gov-
ernment as the principal shareholder. All the 
arrangements made with the constituent com-
panies and the N.Y.K. when it was formed, had 
a strong military bias and in the early days of 
Japanese aggression the Army looked entirely to 
them for its transport . Until the time of the 
amalgamation both companies had maintained 
local services only, but the N.Y.K. immediately 
opened new lines to Korea and North China 
and six years later to the Philippines, with oc-
casional sailings to Australia. 

The first big move was made in 1892 when 
the Bombay service was inaugurated as being 
the first regular Japanese overseas steamship 
service of any importance. I ts progress was 
checked by the requisitioning of practically the 
whole fleet for the 1894 war against China, but 
in 1896, under the Shipbuilding Encouragement 
Law and the Navigation Encouragement Law 
which had just been passed, the Company se-
cured a big subsidy, with plenty of conditions 
attached to it, and opened fortnightly services 
between Japan, London and Antwerp; and 
Japan, Hong Kong and Seattle, and a monthly 
service to the Philippines and Australia. They 
were allowed to obtain the first tonnage tha t 
was necessary in British yards, and to engage 
British navigators and engineer officers while 

I the Japanese were being trained, but they were 
1 bound to encourage the native product a t the 

first opportunity. The European service was 
I by fa r the most important and demanded six-

teen ships of round about 6000 tons; the first 
Japanese built to plans purchased from Messrs. 
Harland & Wolff, was 6172-ton "Hitachi Maru," 
of 1898. In 1900 a new 10-year subsidy agree-
ment was signed, increasing the government 
payment but demanding new standards for the 
Bombay, European and Seattle services. This 
agreement was producing big results when the 
outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War in 1904 
again checked progress through no less than 42 
of the Company's best ships being requisitioned 
by the Japanese Navy, of which eleven ships 
were lost. After the war the standards of the 
European service were improved and several of 
the older ships which had maintained it were 
transferred to the Bombay run. The service 
was again improved in 1910 and a new route 
was started to Calcutta. 

During the first German War the Company's 
tonnage was withdrawn as far as possible from 
the services which entailed any risk and de-
voted to filching trade from Japan 's allies who 
had to sacrifice it for the war effort. Special 
attention was paid to the Indian trades and the 
capital of the company was repeatedly in-
creased to cover the increased scope. 

Between the two wars fur ther great improve-
ments were effected with Government assist-
ance, much of which was carefully kept secret, 
and other Japanese companies were absorbed 
with the encouragement of the authorities. The 
company took up the building of motorships 
with enthusiasm and the absorption of the rival 
Toyo Kaisen Kaisya with its important San 
Francisco service caused it to build the biggest 
and finest ships under the Japanese flag to 
cover that run. Under instruction f rom the 
Japanese Government it had to submit to some 
of its services being transferred to rival Jap-
anese companies, but it still continued to do 
very well. The scrap-and-build subsidy policy 
inaugurated, for the benefit of the Japanese 
Navy, with very exacting demands for trial 
speeds, caused the construction of a number of 
exceptionally fast cargo motorships which were 
duly commissioned by the Navy and which have, 
apparently, been sacrificed without exception. 
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Horlicks builds vitality 
Does your youngster hang a round 
t h e f r i nge of th ings — when he 
should be t h e l e a d e r ? I s h e pale , 
t i red and list less? T h e n p u t him 
on to Hor l icks . 

Hor l icks ia a complete food-
drink, which provides the essential 
food e lements in the correct bal-

It will bui ld h im u p — a n d 
iiim the energy he needs. 

Horl icks conta ins up to 1 5 % pro-
give him the energy he needs. 
Hor l i cks conta ins up to 1 5 % pro-
tein, so impor tan t for bui ld ing 
s turdy young bodies. Rich in 
ca lc ium—and you know how vital 

calc ium is f o r s t rong bones and 
sound, whi te t ee th . Na tu ra l sugars 
provide extra energy almost a t 
once. And all chi ldren adore tha t 
delicious, malty-sweet flavour. Sold 
in handy glass jars , or in t ins, 
pr ice 3/-. (Prices sl ightly higher 
In the count ry . ) 

foi extra energy— 

HORLICKS 

S. Hoffnung & Co. Ltd. 
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THE EDGE OF THE ABYSS 
When Roger Bacon persisted in his inquiries 

into the mysteries of gunpowder he was sent to 
prison for practising magic. To-day no one sug-
gests that the scientists who invented the 
atomic bomb should be put under lock and key, . 
though there are many who have been more 
disturbed by the possible misuse of their inven-
tion than relieved by its contribution to victory. 
But it is no more rational to blame scientists 
for their work on the atomic bomb than to 
blame the first inventors of a high explosive 
shell, or a rifle, or a bow and arrow. Indeed 
the scientists ought not to be blamed a t all. 
By this last contrivance of theirs they iave 
opened our eyes to something it was very neces-
sary we should understand. They have made 
clear beyond the possibility of doubt a truth 
which should have been clear without the inven-
tion—that any repetition of world war would 
mean mass suicide, the end of civilization. 

Did it really need this last spectacular dis-
covery to convince us that another world war 
would mean nothing less than tha t? Have we 
been through six years of war, fought with pre-

atomic weapons, and observed its aftermath, 
without understanding that anything worse— 
and any future war was sure to be worse— 
would inevitably destroy human society? The 
power of offensive weapons in 1945, without 
the atomic bomb, was many times as great as 
in 1939; and in 1939 it was many times as great 
as in 1918. How much greater would it have 
been, in any case, twenty years hence"? We 
have had our experience. We have seen houses, 
factories, machinery, rolling-stock, ships, and all 
the tools that men use destroyed on a colossal 
scale. We have seen whole nations impoverished, 
degraded, and weakened in body and mind. We 
hav? seen far-spread confusion, economic and 
political, into which we are painfully endeavour-
ing to inject elements of order. Can any reason-
able person doubt that another, and inevitably 
more destructive war than this, would mean 
anything less than the end of civilization? 

This is what we already knew, or ought to have 
known. The phenomenon of the atomic bomb 
was a fr ightful dramatic occurrence which opened 
our eyes, and compelled us to see the realities 
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without any possibility of self-deception. I t 
showed us, what should have been evident be-
fore that another world war would bring uni-
versal final ruin. It was a new discovery, but 
it produced not a new kind of terror ,but simply 
the old terror on a vaster scale. 

It is an obvious necessity to control this secret 
but it would be a grave mistake to suppose that 
by simply locking it up and guarding it we 
shall be immune from danger. The Germans 
were at work on many inventions and had made 
much progress in the use of long-distance rocket 
bombs. Who could be certain that an evil future 
aggressor might not use bacteriological warfare 
through conveyors released thousands of miles 
from the target? Radio-invention, so much 
developed in recent years, is still in its infancy. 
Who can be certain that powerful death-rays 
may not be invented capable of being directed 
from any place against any target? The pos-
sibilities are infinite and at present incalculable. 
All we do know, and know for certain, is tha t 
there is no limit to man's future destructive 
power, and that it is already so far advanced 
that another world war would be the end. 

If the atomic bomb has compelled us to face 
this fact it has done a great service. I t has 
convinced us, as the Lord Chancellor said the 
other day, that "only by constituting ourselves 
into an ordered society can the nations save 
themselves from destruction." And that surely 
means not only tha t the nations must organize 
themselves for security, and the negative task 
of stopping war, but for the positive tasks of 
living together in the constructive tasks of 
peace. 

Both of these aspects of future co-operation 
have to be considered together. The nations 
have to make themselves as safe as may be 
against violence, but in the long run they will 
only succeed if they are collectively efficient 
in promoting prosperity. Science will be needed 
for both purposes. The British Foreign Secre-
tary, Mr. Bevin, commenting recently on the sug-
gestion that the secrecy of the atomic bomb 
should be left with the Military Staffs Com-
mittee, replied that the civil authorities must 
predominate, and he would not be prepared to 
see control handed over to the military author-
ities at all. But he did not stop there. He 
went on: "It is not only the atomic bomb but 
the whole advance of science in the field of 
war which must be controlled. That is the task 

of the world organisation." Nor was that all. 
He was evidently remembering tha t the sureat 
safeguard against war was the perfecting of 
peace. "Scientists did not split the atom," he 
said, "for the purposes of war; and the world 
organisation must not be encouraged merely 
to stop the scientists for that would be disas-
trous." 

Surely he was right. .The only cure for evils 
that have arisen through the discoveries of 
science is more and more science. The atomic 
energy, which may destroy Hiroshima or Naga-
saki in a few minutes, will also be directed to 
drive engines and increase a thousand-fold the 
power required for industry and transport. By 
its proper organized use human want may be 
eliminated from the world. Throughout the per-
iod of reconstruction we shall need the help of 
scientists on the greatest scale, for it will be 
indispensable in discovering the way to prosper-
ity, and prosperity is one of the essential con-
ditions of future peace. 

All our plans for the future have to be based 
on this prime necessity of averting war. Stand-
ing as we do on the edge of a volcano, how 
can we be secure? I t is certain tha t the world 
Security Organization must take control of the 
secret of the atomic bomb, and must assume 
wide powers for preventing its exploitation, in-
cluding far-reaching powers of inspection. But 
that will not be enough. I t will have to be 
constantly watchful in regard to any other 
inventions which might lead to the production of 
new dangerous weapons, and for this purpose it 
will require the services of highly efficient scien-
tists. But even that will not be enough. While 
constant vigilance will be necessary against the 
contrivances of potential aggressors, whether 
beads of States or free-lance gangsters, it must 
be remembered that this is only the negative 
approach to peace. The positive approach is 
that which aims at eliminating .the will to war. 

Here we have a task which is not purely or 
primarily scientific. We are justified in assert-
ing emphatically tha t science is not the enemy, 
even if it can show how to blow up the solar 
system; that we need not less, but more science; 
that it must be given every possible support 
and encouragement so that it may increase the 
productiveness and prosperity of mankind. But 
it id not its function to give us good aims or 
bad aims, to eliminate the will to war, to make 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Automotive Piston Rings. 
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Cylinder Liners. 
Alloy Electrodes. 
Hi-Tunco Lathe Tools. 
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FITWELL PRODUCTS LTD. 
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SEA < 
NAVY LEAGUE SEA CADET CORPS 

(Voluntary) N.S.W. 

"VICTORY" DEPOT, North Sydney (J. A. Wil-
liams, C.O.). 

"WARREGO" DEPOT, Woolwich (R. Crosskill, 
O.C.). 

"PERTH" (late "Vendetta"), Manly (P. H. 
Tobitt, C.O.). 

"AUSTRALIA" DEPOT, Henley (W. L. Ham-
mer, C.O.). 

"SIRIUS" DEPOT, Connells Point (G. W. 
Round, C.O.). 

"CANBERRA" DEPOT, Orange (J. P. Finegan, 
C.O.). 

"ENDEAVOUR" DEPOT, Woollahra (J. 
Joynes, C.O.). 

Boys between the ages of 10 and 17 years 
wishing to join, should make application to Com-
manding Officers any Saturday afternoon. 

Copy of the "Sea Cadet Log," the official or-
gan of the Canadian Navy League Sea Cadet 
Corps, has reached us. In its pages is revealed 
the wide-spread activities of the Corps, and the 
very considerable success that has been and is 
being achieved. 

• • • 

Lieutenant J. G. Shilcock, R.N., during his 
stay in Sydney, is doing a splendid job of work 
in the interests of our Sea Cadet Corps. 

News comes from England and South Africa 
that the Sea Cadets th$re are being re-organ-
ised to meet peace-time needs. One of the main 
objectives is uniformity of Sea Cadet training 
which, under the new system, soon will be com-
mon to every Sea Cadet Corps in the British 
Empire. 
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NEWS 
Sea Cadets in Sydney, in addition to routine 

work at their several depots, recently have co-
operated with the Police Department in a Youth 
Campaign, attended Church Parades, the Youth 
Carnival at Manly and other functions of a 
public character. 

N.LT.D. "Sirius" is warmly congratulated on 
the general excellence of its audited Statement 
of Accounts for the year ended 31.12.1945. 

Commander L. E. Forsyth, of the "Sydney" 
Training Establishment, Snapper Island, has 
given valuable aid to our Sea Cadet Corps, and 
the Navy League takes this opportunity of re-
cording its appreciation. 

VISIT BY LT. SHILCOCK, R.N. OF 
. H.M.S. "ANSON" 

By arrangement with the President, Lt. Shil-
cock visited the Black Rock Company on a Wed-
nesday evening in company with Mr. Monk. 

Subsequently the visitor attended the Satur-
day afternoon parade and a concert by the 
Cadets in aid of a Memorial Fund. 

Lt. Shilcock was very interested in the parades 
and informed Mr. Monk that the Company was 
ra ther good. He mixed very well with the Cadets 
and gave a lecture regarding the League activi-
ties and methods in England. At the concert he 
was back-stage and assisted with lighting, etc. 

Before leaving, L t Shilcock gave the Secretary 
a syllabus of training as laid down by the 
Admiralty and stated that he would correspond 
in due course and forward any information of 
value. 
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details of events in distant parts of the world, 
is beginning half-consciously to think of him-
self as part of a society of human beings. He 
has not lost, nor does he wish to lose, any of 
the intimacy and richness of his own national 
consciousness, but he is in process of becoming 
aware of a wider citizenship, capable of embrac-
ing an infinite variety of types, but also uni-
versal, world-wide. 

In this direction we are beginning to move, 
sometimes gropingly, sometimes deliberately. 
"We have skirted the edge of the abyss, but tracks 
which lead to safety are opening before us. The 
higher organism of society, which includes all tfie 
nations just as the nation includes all the fam-
ilies, is coming into existence and commanding 
our allegiance. There will be no safety unless 
the same sort of devotion as we give to the 
nation is also given to humanity. 

(The above article is taken from "Britain 
To-day." Published in Australia by Angus 
& Robertson Ltd., Sydney, to whom inquiries 
should be addressed.) 

Appearance of Ratings in 
Uniform 

The following points should be noted by all 
concerned: 

Cap to be worn a t a reasonable angle, NOT 
"flat-a-back," and not to be distorted out of 
shape. Eyelets to be over the ears. Chin Stay 
to be correct length, and sewn in position, NOT 
threaded through the eyelets. Cap Ribbon to 
be worn with the centre letter in line with the 
centre seam of the cap, and a neat bow under 
the eyelets on the lef t side. The cap ribbon is 
NOT to be visibly joined, or to have a "tiddley" 
bow over part of the lettering. 

Hair cut short and properly brushed. No 
"sideboards" to be worn. Face clean and 
shaved. 

Collar to be clean and pressed. The tape to 
be neatly and securely sewn on. The collar is 
not to be "Mediterranean Blue" or scrubbed 
nearly white. 

Lanyard to be clean (should be washed daily) 
and worn in correct service manner. 

Silk to be joined beneath the collar, and form 
a 1 to 2 inch "duff bag" in front . Should be 
neatly pressed. 

Jumper to be well brushed, and not cut down 
in front. Badges to be sewn firmly on, square, 
and in the correct position. Tapes to be tied 
in a bow, the ends of which are to be 1J to 2 
inches long. Buttons on the cuffs to be firmly 
sewn on, and done up. 

Flannel to be clean and pressed. 
Trousers to be well brushed and properly 

pressed. 
Boots or Shoes are to be well polished, and 

laced in the regulation manner. 
White Scarves may be worn on leave with 

overcoats, oilskin or waterproof coats. They 
should NOT be worn otherwise. 

FOR ^ YEARS 

the 

MERCANTILE MUTUAL 
Insurance Coy. Ltd. 

an Australian Institution has been 
providing security for the homes of 

the people, its motto being 

• "SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC" 
U n d e r t h e p r o t e c t i o n of I n s u r a n c e Pol icies sh ips sail t h e 
oceans , l and and air t r a n s p o r t moves , m e n w o r k , a n d 
h o m e s a n d fac tor ies a re bu i l t a n d s a f e g u a r d e d . I n j u r i e s 
a re c o m p e n s a t e d a n d distress re l ieved. 

I n s u r a n c e is a c o n t r a c t of g o o d f a i t h . 

O u r f u n d s a r e used t o assist in t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e 
C o u n t r y a n d y i t h ou r p rope r t i e s a re he ld in t rus t t o r 
t h e p r o t e c t i o n of ou r Po l i cy H o l d e r s . 

Fire, Marine, Accident, Motor Car 
and 

Householders', House-Owners 
, (Combined) Insurance 

Crops, Stacks, Fencing, Pluvius 
All Classes of Agricultural Insurance 

H e a d Off ice : i l l P I T T S T R E E T S Y D N E Y * SEL.WTN KINO. Managing Director. 
Agencies In all BubuAan end Country Oentree Unoughoot t h . 
CoDUDOnwealth wbar . all classes ot Insurance can 6 . an-anged 
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men love their neighbours, or to bestow the 
power of happiness. Science alone will not save 
us. It will be good to have splendid transport 
aeroplanes plying between country and country; 
radar to guide us safely through darkness; tele-
vision which will enable us to watch the speaker 
overseas who is talking to us on the radio; and 
electric current generated by atomic power which 
will give cheap power and warmth and light to 
the remotest parts of the world. All this will be 
good. It will tend to abolish poverty, privation, 
and friction. But it will not be enough. There 
will be needed also something else—a moral 
quality, a spiritual quality—call it what you 
will—by virtue of which nations will identify 
their own welfare with that of other nations and 
learn to think and behave internationally. 

It is not likely that there is any single road 
to the attainment of this kind of understanding. 
But all possible ways towards it must be delib-
erately explored and studied, for it will not be 
achieved without conscious effort; and a special 
responsibility lies upon the leaders of thought 
in all countries to promote it. I t should enter 
into education. History should not be so taught 
as falsely to glorify one's own country a t the 
expense of others. Geography should assume the 
importance it deserves in a humane education. 
There should be a much more generous exchange 
of students between country and country. For-
eign travel must be stimulated. The reception 
of broadcasts from distant lands must be im-
proved. The Press will give fa r more attention 
to international affairs. There should be an 
intensive effort to promote the interchange of 
books and magazines between country and coun-
t ry; and more travelling picture exhibitions, 
theatrical companies, orchestras, and concert 
parties; more international tennis tournaments, 
football, baseball, and cricket contests and 
all that makes for the sharing of pleasure and 
the communication of taste. 

The world has become a smalller place than 
it was, and the war has taught every one to 
realize this. It is no longer possible for us to 
live inoular or provincial lives shut<>up within 
the confines of a purely national society. At the 
highest level the necessity has been realized of 
setting up a global organization such as that 
planned at San Francisco, around which will 
grow up a host of other organizations engaged on 
international work. On a lower level every 
single individual, who has been watching the 



» 

p > 9 . ) 2 THE NAVY LEAGUE JOUKNAL " 4 * April, 194* T H I NAVT L I A O U I JOURNAL P<|< 13 

POSTED LOST 
By G. FORT BUCKLE 

(Concluded from last issui) 

After beating about for seventeen days and being 
no nearer our goal, Captain M decided to 
abandon the attempt to enter Montevideo and 
set a cfturse for the Horn. He had in mind that 
if driven to it we could make for Port Stanley 
in the Falkland Islands. Everyone on board 
realised that if we were compelled to do this it 
might mean that our voyage would be prolonged 
to an alarming degree whilst waiting for the 
new yard to be fitted. So we stood south again 
with the galling thought that we had wasted 
seventeen days of fair wind. When looking back, 
one cannot help feeling admiration for the man 
who had the courage to make such a decision and 
to stick to it so grimly. Captain M certainly 
took a great responsibility. We did not put into 
the Falkland Islands, nor did we make any 
attempt to do so. 

It was about ten weeks before we cleared the 
Horn. During the whole of that time we en-
countered the worst of weather and scarcely saw 
the sun. We were driven miles off our course 
to the south'ard and east'ard by the combination 
of head winds and currents, eventually finding 
ourselves within the Antarctic Circle. In these 
latitudes the ship remained for six weeks, during 
which time several members of the crew suffered 
from severe frostbite. Fortunately the weather 
improved considerably, otherwise we should have 
fared badly. We had so much ice on board that 
the ship became completely enveloped. There 
was not a mast, spar, rope, or inch of the deck 
visible, and the life lines were so coated with 
ice that it was about as much as one could do 
to get an arm over them. For more than eight 
days we were at the mercy of the wind. For-
tunately, it did not change direction during this 
time, had it done so we should have been power-
less. Not a brace or halyard would work, and 
the sails—frozen stiff—were bellied out as if 
drawing a seven knot breeze. 

Some weeks later, just as dawn was breaking, 
we sighted Cape Horn to leeward and rounded 
it on a "soldier's wind." It is interesting to note 
here that when off Valparaiso we encountered a 
tidal wave of fair proportions. This would have 
been just about the time that the earthquake 
occurred there. 

We had now left storms and ice well behind 
us, but not trouble. The crew were beginning to 
show the ill-effects of the time they had been 
through. The first to go down was the coloured 
steward. He was not a young man, had been 
going to sea for many years, and had been ship-
wrecked on two or three occasions. Once he 
had been the sole survivor. When taking his 
supper to his bunk one night, while he lay ill, 
he told me the story of his ghastly experience: 
a story of days in an open boat in the tropics 
tortured by thirst; of men going mad around 
him and attacking one another. And he explained 
to me how he managed to retain his sanity by 
continually taking off his woollen vest and wet-
ting it in the sea. By this method he was able 
to keep under control the appalling desire to 
drink sea water—and so avoid the terrible results 
of such an act. 

The weather that we had experienced during 
the past three months caused ^tuberculosis to 
flare up, and within a few days we buried him 
at sea. Just about this time we sighted a "bosun," 
that bird of ill-omen, and many were the pro-
phesies made on board of ill-fortune yet to come. 

Before we were clear of the tropics we ran 
short of water in 'spite of the fact that all 
reasonable precautions, including rationing, had 
been taken to protect the supply. Although we 
were a-yet far from being short of food we 
were as-yet far from being short of food we 
had been forced, as a precaution, to ration this 
also. We still had plenty of salt beef, but no 
variety in the food we were getting—not that 
there were a lot of changes under ordinary con-
ditions. We managed, however, to catch and 
store some rain water.' But it .vas really almost 
undrinkable, and there was not much of it, under 
a quart a day per man for everything, even the 
lime-juice issue. We all began to know the 
meaning of real thirst. 

In order to keep this within bearable limits 
we took turns in sitting in a barrel into which 
sea water was being pumped and allowed to flo'V 
out again. We did this in the dog watch. Every 
man was allowed three or four minutes in the 
barrel—minutes of sheer ecstasy. Before the 
voyage was over we ran short of oil, tobacco 



P i t * 14 THK NAVY L I A * U I JOURNAL April. 1*4* 

NETTLEFOLDS SCREWS 

ARE USED IN EVERY 

BRITISH SHIP 
• 

NETTLEFOLDS PTY. LTD. 
SUNSHINE, VICTORIA 

Best wishes from . . . 

INDUSTRIAL STEELS 
LTD. 

* 

RAILWAY PARADE 

LIDCOMBE 

For all Enquiries, 'Phone UX7428 

BOB LICCIARDO. 
LEADING FRUITERER 

Finest quality fruit and vegetables. 
Orders called for and delivered "anywhere, 

anytime. 

Special rates for Guest Houses. Hospitals and 
Institutions. 

91 TOORAK ROAD, S.Y. 

Win. 5150 

and matches. To save the oil we resorted to 
sailing without side-lights, keeping them handy, 
but unlighted. A couple of boxes of matches 
were kept a f t and guarded as if they had been 
gold. There was only one box among the whole 
crew and this was auctioned and fetched a pound. 
But, as the seller had to receive payment in 
kind out of the slop chest, and the purchaser 
to supply the much-needed matches for the 
fo'c'sle lamp, I do not think there was much in 
the deal. 

Within a very short time practically every 
member of the crew was down with scurvy or 
worse — beri-beri. Mr. Bilsborough, the Mate, 
was one of the most seriously affected by this 
latter disease. I have never seen a man in such 
a state. He was swollen to dropsical proportions, 
and his eyes seemed to have disappeared into 
a couple of cavities. Nor did these two diseases 
complete the total of our medical problems. We 
also encountered an eye trouble, the name of 
which is unknown to me, but it consisted of the 
eggs of some fly being deposited on the under 
surface of the eyelid. The suffering endured by 
the victim can best be imagined. Some of the 
crew also had symptoms uncomfortably like 
those of sleeping sickness. These men were never 
really under medical observation for the simple 
reason tha t when we eventually reached port 
they disappeared over the side into the boats of 
the boarding-bouse masters, as was usually the 
case with crews in the old-time sailing ships. 
Officially, therefore, the disease could not have 
been recognised. 

The two great difficulties with which Captain 
M had to contend were to keep the crew suffi-
ciently fit to work the ship, and to keep their 
spirits up. Of the two, the latter was certainly 
the harder. During this time I witnessed several 
fights that started for no other reason than that 
a man took a dislike to another's face. Fortu-
nately, they were feeling far from well and the 
fights ended before they had really got going. 
The strain that Captain M went through can 
best be judged by the fact tha t his hair, which 
was jet black when I joined the ship at Antwerp, 
turned almost white during the seven months at 
sea. 

We were now, at long last, getting within 
sight of the end of the voyage and were begin-
ning to congratulate ourselves on this fact when 
we were again faced with disappointment. With-
in three days' sailing of 'Frisco we struck head 
winds and spent the next eight weeks running 
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towards and away f rom tha t port. During this 
time we spoke the "Hong Kong Maru." She put 
a boat off with a doctor in it, but be was unable 
to render much assistance as no one would come 
aboard for reasons of quarantine. 

A few days later we sighted the American 
schooner "Mindoro." Her Captain turned out 
to be a good fellow. We signalled him asking for 
help. He hove-to, and this time we dropped a 
boat and rowed across to the schooner. About 
half an hour later the boat returned laden to 
its gun'ales with potatoes, onions and other 
stores. Nor would the Captain of the "Mindoro" 
take any payment. This food, kept for the sole 
use of the men who were most in need of it, 
had amazing results. The change in their condi-
tions was marked. There can be no doubt that 
many of the crew had to thank the Captain of 
the "Mindoro" for saving their lives. Certainly 
Mr. Bilsborough would never have lived to reach 
port had it not been for the vegetables. I soaked 
onions in vinegar and gave him well over a 
pound a day to eat. 

On November 4th we reached the Golden Gate 
and here encountered the Gunboat "Princetown," 
which had been sent out by the United States 
Government to search for us. However, we made 
'Frisco under our own sail. 

At the same time as the Port Doctor arrived 
a water boat also came alongside to fill our 
tanks. Believe it or not, we all sat round buckets 
drinking fresh water! 

So ended the 214 days' voyage from Antwerp 
to San Francisco of the "Leyland Brothers." In 
fairness to her Captain, officers and crew—and 
there may be some old shipmates who will read 
this—it should be noted here that very shortly 
af ter this terrible voyage she all but made a 
record passage to Australia, missing doing so 
by a mere two or three days, despite being be-
calmed on the Line for well over a fortnight. 
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POST-WAR PLANS FOR 
THE SEA CADETS 

At an Executive Committee meeting of the 
Navy League (N.S.W. Branch) recently, a pro-
gramme of expansion and improvement was 
approved. The Navy League Sea Cadet Corps, 
which was founded in Sydney in 1920 is to be 
split up, in order to serve its aims better. 

The Sea Cadet Corps will cater for lads of 10 
to 18, Juniors and Seniors, who are interested 
in the sea either as a career, or as a hobby. 
The Corps teaches disciplinary subjects, such 
as squad drill and rifle drill, as well as the 
nautical subjects such as boatwork, signalling, 
simple pilotage, and so on. I ts aim is to turn 
out a youth who has learnt to respect discipline, 
and who has learnt enough about the sea to be 
a valuable recruit for either the R.A.N. or the 
Merchant Navy. There is no compulsion to join 
either, however, and many lads who have no 
intention of going to sea join, and enjoy the 
training. As facilities become available it is 
hoped to be able to increase the amount of 
practical seamanship taught to organize train-
ing camps for periods of a week or more, and 
to arrange for more frequent ship visits. 

The younger lads will find that the "Junior 
Cadets" of 10 to 14, will be taught elementary 
drill and seamanship, thus preparing them for 

the day when they are old enough to t ransfer 
to the Senior Sea Cadet Corps. It is intended 
that, although separate from the Seniors, the 
Juniors should be trained in a similar way. All 
going well, it is proposed that the fu ture head-
quarters ' depot of the Sea Cadet Corps will be 
established at Lavender Bay, Sydney, in the 
building formerly occupied by the "Nelson" 
cadets. The advantages of such a headquarters 
are so well known, that they need no recapitu-
lation here. 

The details of this re-organisation were pre-
pared by a young naval officer, who has had 
some years' experience with the Sea Cadet 
Corps in England, where the Corps is under 
the control of the Admiralty. 

Any demobilised naval officers, or other gentle-
men with suitable experience, who are prepared 
to assist with this valuable and interesting 
work are invited to communicate with the Sec-
retary of the Navy League (N.S.W. Branch), 
Royal Exchange Building, Bridge Street, Sydney, 
'phone BU 5808. Lads wishing to know the 
address of their nearest unit and persons desir-
ing to make a donation to the funds should 
also communicate with the Secretary at the 
address above. 
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AMERICA AT SEA 
The future of the United States at sea, both on 

the naval and mercantile sides, is still more than 
a little uncertain for although a large part of 
the community is just as keen as ever, and 
many people might be described as over-keen by 
the magnitude of their ideas, there is the inevit-
able post-war reaction, largely through fear of 
continued taxation, and every day the bitterness 
of party politics grows and many of the most 
patriotic schemes are being condemned by a 
large section of the community because they 
were first put forward by the opposite party. 
As is inevitably the case with a democracy, the 
subjects which may be of the utmost importance 
to the country as a whole, but which do not 
appeal to the landsman who "does not know 
the sharp end of a ship from the blunt" have 
to be dropped first because their cost is bound 
to arouse bitter opposition in Congress. A 
legendary figure in the United States is the 
"Man from Missouri" who strongly objects to 
paying for a strong American Navy because 
he has never seen an enemy battleship on his 
farm and does not believe that one could bom-
bard it. 

One of the first sections of the effort to be 
hard hit by that feeling is the training of mer-
chant seamen, which during the war was under-
taken by the U.S. authorities on a scale never 
before attempted in any country and which, by 
generous expenditure, was wonderfully thorough 
and eflfcient. Britain made big efforts, and the 
National Sea Schools gave the patriotic young-
ster who was not afraid of work a fine oppor-
tunity, but there was nothing approaching the 
scope and thoroughness of the Americans. They 
have every reason to be intensely proud of their 
effort, and the results that it attained when-
ever the material was anything like promising 
and keen, but now it is under the 'shadow of 
the axe. In the allocations for the year 1946 
there is a reduction of no less than five million 
pounds sterling, which will put an end to any 
training efforts on a really big scale although 
the sum is, of course, still very much more 
than it was before 1939. 

This very sudden drop in the funds at their 
disposal must be bitterly disappointing to 
Captain Edward Macauley, the Deputy War 

Administrator in charge of the training pro-
gramme, and his big staff of patriotic enthusi-
asts who have done magnificent work. He now 
has to cut his coat in accordance with the avail-
able cloth and there is no doubt that the sleeves 
will be very short. He has already pointed out 
to the public that a large number of new men 
will still be needed, in addition to those already 
available, for a long time to come. The particu-
lar points which he made are the job of repatri-
ating the American armed forces overseas, 
which has latterly had to be undertaken very 
largely by the U.S. Navy, the transport of 
supplies to the armies of occupation in Europe 
and Asia and the victualling of the liberated 
countries by U.N.R.R.A. For political reasons, 
which is very easy to understand he, and many 
others, abstained from mentioning the training 
needs of the gigantic merchant fleet which shall, 
in the plans already published, carry a t least 
50 per cent, of the country's imports and exports. 
If that target is to be attained a very large 
number of new entrants will have to be trained, 
not only in the immediate fu ture but for a good 
many years to come, one might almost say inde-
finitely. And that will cost a lot of money. 

The point which is fully appreciated by Cap-
tain Macauley and everybody else connected with 
the sea in any of its branches, is that the sea 
life of an American sailor is even shorter than 
that of a Briton, and tha t is short enough. In 
a national emergency there is no lack of gallant 
volunteers, willing to face the risk and of an 
intelligent type very easily trained into first-
class seamen. But in peace-time tha t is quite 
another matter . Very few except New Eng-
landers—and they not in big ships—want to 
make the sea a life career as it is still regarded 
by many in Europe and Asia. I t is very good 
fun to .see the world for a voyage or two, even 
a year or two, but in a t least 99 cases out of a 
100 the sailor then wants a change and he will 
take to driving a t ram for a year or two before 
wandering into some other occupation. Even 
in the very best paid jobs the national love for 
change and novelty prevents more than a few 
years' service. 

A great deal of the future will, probably, 
depend on whether the country decides on uni-

(Continued on page S) 
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AMERICA AT SEA (Contd J 
versal compulsory national service in peacetime. 
If so, it is highly probable that service in the 
Merchant Marine will count as an eligible form 
and on account of the pay, conditions and com-
paratively mild discipline it will certainly be 
chosen by quite a large number of youngsters. 
They will not, of course, make a great deal of 
difference to the certificated ranks, but they will 
at least prevent American forecastles being filled 
with foreigners who, as was proved in 1919 and 
the early 'twenties, are seldom of the most 
desirable type and who include a dangerous pro-
portion of former enemies. 

The old state training ship schemes will un-
doubtedly come into their own again, for they 
have been practically submerged by the Federal 
measures since Pearl Harbour. The idea is well 
over a century old, although the practice is not, 
and the results that it attained have been beyond 
all praise. The first movement was made in 
1834 when 500 citizens of Massachusetts, long 
renowned for its seamen, sent a petition to Con-
gress advocating a national training scheme for 
the Merchant Service. I t was not until for ty 
years later, in 1874 that Congress authorised 
such schools, and New York was the first state 
to put the permission into effect. Adm'iral 
Stephen B. Luce was mainly responsible for 
securing the law; his standard book on seaman-
ship is the Lecky of the United States and the 
country owes him a lot. 

Under the law the Navy was authorised to 
lend sailing ships to the various state organ-
isations, half-pay naval officers being lent with 
them and a certain number of petty officers. 
The first ship so transferred was the 22-gun 
sloop St. Mary's, built in 1844 and acknowledged 
to be one of the smartest ships of her type in 
the world. She was lent to New York and did 
wonders; to begin with the instructional staff 
was entirely naval but af ter 1902 it included 
a number of merchant officers. In due course 
she wore out and was replaced by the well-
remembered auxiliary Newport. The Californian 
scheme was practically contemporary but only 
lasted for a short time; Pennsylvania and 
Massachusetts started more permanent schemes 
and California returned to the idea in 1931. 
Latterly there have been no old men-of-war 
available and former U.S. Shipping Board steam-
ers have be«n converted regardless of expense, 
carrying every possible fitting with which a 
modern sailor ought to be acquainted. 

As it is inevitable that the U.S. Congress will 
be called upon for a good deal more legislation 

before the country's shipping difficulties are 
ironed out, i t is interesting to remember the 
legislation which has been passed within the 
last few years to attain the present position. 
From the fifties of last century, when high 
running costs were beginning to handicap the 
wooden clippers with which the Stars and Stripes 
had led the whole world, there have been a series 
of laws to encourage American shipping by sub-
sidies, sometimes openly and sometimes thinly 
disguised as payment for mail services at very 
exorbitant rates. Unfortunately for the Amer-
ican ship-owners, these measures were repeat-
edly followed by changes of government and 
viewpoint which led to a sudden cancellation 
of all arrangements and left the unfortunate 
shipowners in the air. Naturally enough, . that 
made them chary and indisposed to lay out 
their money on a move until they had some 
sort of an insurance premium to protect them-
selves and that, in turn, led to protests by 
the taxpayers. That was what caused trouble 
over the clauses of the 1928 Act which pro-
vided for mail contracts. 

Rather more than ten years ago the President, 
who was a genuine and knowledgeable advocate 
of America a t Sea, encouraged a really exhaus-
tive investigation into what was then a very 
unsatisfactory position. The consequence of 
that was the Merchant Marine Act of 1936 which 
established the U.S. Maritime Commission on 
the somewhat discredited remnants of the U.S. 
Shipping Board of the last war. That organisa-
tion attracted some really first-class men to its 
banner; conspicuous among whom were Admiral 
Emory S. Land and Admiral Vickery. The 
Commission, manned very largely by practical 
individuals who knew a great deal about national 
needs and nearly as much about merchant ship-
ping, operated what has often and quite reason-
ably been described as the Magna Carta of 
American Shipping. I t stated quite bluntly tha t 
it should be the declared policy of the United 
States to foster the development and encourage 
the maintenance of a merchant marine suffi-
cient to cover its domestic shipping and a sub-
stantial portion of its exports and imports, pro-
viding service on all routes essential for main-
taining the flow of such commerce, the ships 
being capable of serving as naval and military 
auxiliaries in war-time, owned and operated 
under the National Flag by American citizens as 
f a r as might be practicable and composed of 
the best equipped, safest and most suitable types 
of vessels constructed in the United States and 
manned by a trained and efficient American per-
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AMERICA AT SEA (Contd.) 
sonnel. Nobody can quarrel with that patriotic 
statement of aims although, unfortunately, ill-
feeling was occasionally caused by tactless 
speeches with an eye to the American political 
situation which all foreigners find so difficult 
to understand. Most of the trouble, in fact, 
has already come from American sources. Firstly 
there are those who regard Uncle Sam as being 
a milch cow who will patiently yield any sum 
of money, and secondly the American business 
men who want cheap transport above everything 
and who like paying excessive taxes for sub-
sidies nearly as little as they like high freights. 

In consequence of previous experience of vacil-
lating American policy, only twelve shipping 
companies came forward and signed agreements 
with the Washington Government to maintain 
regular and frequent sailings and to acquire the 
necessary tonnage. The Maritime Commission 
was willing to do everything possible to help, 
but business men could not rid themselves of 
the bogey of a change of political ideas. In 
that British shipowners have recently found 
reason to feel a good deal of sympathy. In 
spite of the small number of firms to accept the 
arrangements, the results were a great ad-
vantage to America's war effort. Ships of the 
right type, conspicuously fast, were designed 
and tried. Shipyards got good private and gov-
ernment business, and secured a nucleus of first-
class, skille I and intelligent labour and were able 
to expand to an astonishing degree when the 
war, even before Pearl Harbour, was obviously 
threatening the country's liberty. 

Naturally this could not be done without 
colossal expense both in equalising the cost of 
building ships in the United States, Europe and 
Japan and in compensating owners for the 
higher American running costs, many of which 
were quite unnecessary and due to the comfort-
ing feeling that the Treasury was in the back-
ground ready to be victimised. The Treasury 
was protectted to a certain extent by a clause 
which provided that if the operator contrived 
to work at a certain profit the subsidy payments 
should be returned and during war years, when 
everything came from the government and was 
therefore capable of being checked, this was 
done. Many good Americans are wondering 
whether it will be possible to do the same in 
peace-time. 

Naturally enough the plans of the operating 
companies were completely upset by the war 

and the huge claims that the fighting services 
made on the material on which they had based BO 
many hopes. As in other countries they natur-
ally claim that a good deal of the requisitioning 
was unnecessary, premature and unfair to pri-
vate interests. All the way through the war, in 
fact, the government has of necessity had a very 
big hand and other interests beside shipping 
and- shipbuilding are pressing forward their 
claims and interests. That is only to be ex-
pected but it undoubtedly means trouble in store 
and the ignorance of the great mass of voters 
on anything to do with the sea and ships is 
likely to increase this. The political influence 
of such a mass of voters is always liable to 
cause ill-feeling abroad and this is liabie to 
return to the heads of the members of the ship-
ping business who have had little or nothing to 
do with the matter. 

A particularly interesting suggestion has been 
made by the U.S. Maritime Commission to adopt 
a very novel design for the fast cargo ships 
which are to be built in the future, in place of 
the various "C" types whose design, remarkably 
satisfactory in its day, is now considered to 
be getting out of date. Like all practical ship-
owners the Commission is fully aware that it is 
bad economy to spend a lot of money saving time 
at sea and then to waste it ill port. The new 
design is for a fast ship 495 feet long, with 
a certain amount of passenger accommodation 
amidships and cargo in six holds. Of these the 
forward and af ter ones would be worked by the 
ordinary methods of derricks and winches, al-
though they aim at considerable improvements 
in matters of detail. 

The other holds are to be served by an entirely 
novel type of overhead gear on the Monorail 
system, with falls to reach all corners of the 
holds, capable of handling heavier slings a t a 
considerably higher speed and with the minimum 
of man-handling. The first of these ships has 
not yet been built, nor have the new improve-
ments been fitted into any existing ships, except 
on a very small scale in the Sea Hawk, for prac-
tical test. But those responsible are convinced 
tha t the idea will overcome the bottlenecks, both 
in the holds and on the wharves, which do so 
much to slow up the handling of cargo. Like 
the "C" classes these ships are intended to be 
operated by, and sold to, private owners. 

I t is intended that this type of handling gear 
should be used largely in conjunction with con-

(Continued on page 8) 
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MERCHANT NAVY 
(The following is by courtesy of the British Chamber of Shipping.) 

The British Merchant Navy is in the first 
stages, so to speak, of demobilization. The ship-
ping pool formed when the United Maritime 
Authority was in augurated, has come to an 
end, and simultaneously British ships which 
were on requisition to the Government have been 
returned to their private owners. This, how-
ever, does not mean complete freedom for Brit-
ish shipping; for the Government still retains 
full control over some ships for the needs of 
relief work and for the requirements of the 
Services, and the others are subject to a system 
of licensed voyages, as the Government must 
obviously have priority of shipping space for 
essential material needs. This transitional 
stage is expected to last for anything from 
six to eight months, a f te r which it is expected 
that ships will be released entirely from control 
and revert to their normal function as merchant 
ships. , 

The British Mercantile Marine is styled the 
British "Merchant Navy." I t is a proud and 
honourable title, but it is important that wrong 
implications should not be drawn from it. The 

• term "Navy" suggests central control and organ-
ization, whereas, in fact, the British Mercantile 
Marine is an industry, the product of private 
enterprise and owned by a large number of 
undertakings, some large, some small. 

It may be interesting, therefore, to consider 
the organization of the shipping industry. There 
are three principal bodies which represent ship-

owners . The Chamber of Shipping of the United 
Kingdom is a national body dealing with com-
mercial and economic questions, and represents 
all sections of shipping, from deep-sea liners and 
tramps down to small coasting vessels. , The 
Liverpool Steam Ship Owners' Association repre-
sents primarily deep-sea liners, both passenger 
and cargo, and has also a coastal section. The 
Shipping Federation is a national body represent-
ing all types of tonnage, and is concerned with 
matters relating to personnel. Together with 
the Employers' Association of the Port of l iver -
pool it appoints the Owners' side of the National 
Maritime Board, one of the most successful in-
dustrial councils in the country, which has 

settled all problems relating to pay and condi-
tions in the Mercantile Marine for close upon 
thir ty years without a strike or recourse even 
to arbitration. 

The ships which are now slowly reverting to 
their pre-war trades are the war-scarred sur-
vivors of a fine pre-war merchant fleet. In the 
war no fewer than 571 out of some 750 deep-
sea tramps—that is nearly 75%—were sunk. Of 
1,100 liners about half were lost, and many of 
those which still remain will need complete re-
conversion before they are fit for their normal 
work. In addition, tanker owners lose about 
50% of their vessels—it will be appreciated that 
the tanker was a much sought af ter target by 
the submarine — and among the coasters and 
smaller ships destruction, including losses on 
the Normandy beaches and at Dunkirk, was con-
siderable. 

To sum up, the United Kingdom entered the 
war with a Merchant fleet of some 17 million 
gross tons. In the course of the war more than 
half this tonnage was lost, as the result of 
enemy action. Par t of this loss has been made 
good by new buildings and acquisitions; but 
excluding three and a half million tons of 
Dominion and foreign-owned vessels operating 
under charter, the United Kingdom merchant 
fleet a t 30th June, 1945, amounted to less than 
three-quarters of the pre-war fleet. 

How the British Mercantile Marine is to be 
reconstructed, and how it is to overcome the 
many problems with which it is confronted, will 
be dealt with in subsequent notes. 
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tainers and when the idea was presented to 
the American Society of Naval Architects and 
Marine Engineers there was a good deal of 
discussion, and a certain amount of criticism, on 
that side. Various American interests have 
been experimenting with the containers system 
for something like a quarter of a century and 
although, as in this country, they have found 
it most convenient for the coastal and Great 
Lakes services, it has met with a good many 
objections for deep sea work. Recently, how-
ever, the New York and Puerto Rico Line has 
been experimenting with a new type of con-
tainer which offers the traditional advantages 
against cargo damage in handling and against 
pilferage, but which can easily be knocked down 
and stowed Sat if it is unsuitable for the cargo 
on the return voyage. The admitted difficulty 
which they have encountered has been to choose 
a size large enough to be really economical in 

$ 
handling and small enough to be handled easily. 

F. W. HUGHES 
PTY. LTD. 
WOOLLEN MILLS 

BOTANY AND ALEXANDRIA 
• 

30 Grosvenor Street 
Sydney 

Telephone: B 7224 

THOMAS ROBINSON 
& SON PTY. LTD. 

FLOURMILL AND W O O D W O R K I N G 

ENGINEERS 

160 Sussex Street 

Sydney 

Telephones: MA 2812, MA 4971 
•i* 

E. D. McMAHON & CO. 

Produce Merchants 

153 Sussex Street 

Sydney 

PHONE: MA 4893 

May. 1944 THE NAVY LCAOU! JOURNAL Pe»» 4 

MINESWEEPERS COMPLETE THEIR TASK 

l i re 20th Mines weeper Flotilla, R.A.N., in Sydney after clearing Bass Strait of mines, and 
the crews are enjoying well-earned shore leave. In this picture the flagship of the flotilla, 

ILM.A.8. Swan, is on the right In the front row. 
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OUR PHANT SQUADRONS 
BY COMMANDER KENNE IDS, R.N., IN "THE NAVY" 

In the whole of the literature of the 1914-18 
war references to the dummy ships, which form-
ed the "phantom squadrons," are few and far 
between. Yet they existed in the first World 
War as they did in the recent struggle. Perhaps 
the reason for the dearth of information about 
these vessels lies in the nature of their tasks— 
their very existence must be held as "top 
secret" if they are to play their part in hoaxing 
the enemy. 

Probably one of the oldest forms of ruse de 
guerre is that of trying to make the enemy 
believe that important ships are somewhere 
where they are not! Admiral von Scheer did it 
just before Jutland when he caused a wireless 
signal to be sent which gave the impression that 
the high Seas Fleet was still anchored in the 
Jade, when in fact it was at sea. Wireless 
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hoaxes were used in the Second World War, but 
the ubiquity of aircraft and the perfection of 
photographic reconnaissance have obviously de-
tracted from their usefulness. Hence the in-
creased importance of the dummy ship, which 
can trick both visual and photographic recon-
naissance. 

Yet dummy ships were used in the 1914 war. 
Right at the beginning the merchant ships 
Michigan and City of Oxford were fitted out 
at Belfast with dummy turrets and altered to 
represent battleships and battle-cruisers. The 
trouble was that they were too slow, and they 
never worked with the Grand Fleet, but they 
later crossed the Atlantic and, by appearing 
off New York, persuaded a number of German 
ships not to sail from that port. They also 
played a part in securing the internment in the 
U.S.A. of the German armed merchant cruiser 
Kronprinz Wilhelm. Later they put in an appear-
ance at the Dardanelles, where they deceived the 
Turks until the laughable tragi-comedy of the 
dummy battle-cruiser Tiger. This ship was 
sunk, and as she sank the dummy turrets and 
guns floated away! 

In 1939 Mr. Winston Churchill, then First 
Lord of the Admiralty, gave orders for certain 
dummy ships to be prepared without delay. The 
first of these — they were known as "Fleet 
Tenders" for purposes of secrecy—consisted of 
three ships of the Shaw, Saville and Albion Line. 
The S.S. Pakeha and the S.S. Waimana became 

the battleships Revenge and Resolution respec-
tively, and the S.S. Mamari became the aircraft 
carrier Hermes. These ships, the holds of which 
were filled with thousands of empty barrels to 
give them extra buoyancy in the event of their 
being mined or torpedoed or hit by bombs, did 
much good work in keeping the enemy guessing 
about the strategic disposition of our fleet. It is 
now known, too, that their appearance on seve-
ral occasions started rumours which reached 
the enemy and confused the German High Com-
mand. 

Often these ships were moved into the Firth 
of Forth or Scapa Flow just af ter the real fleet 
had sailed, so that the next enemy air recon-
naissance would mislead the enemy into think-
ing that our main fleet was still in harbour. 
They also did good work in drawing air attack 
off the base ship and installations at Scapa when 
the main fleet was away, and in diluting the con-
centration of the Germp.n air attack on our real 
ships when the fleet was present. 

After the German occupation of the Low 
Countries, when the British east coast ports 
were uncomfortably close to German air bases, 
it was deemed advisable to move the submarine 
flotilla which had up to that time been operat-
ing from Harwich. At the same time it was 
desired to make the enemy think that we still 

Pe«« 11 

had a comparatively strong force of submarines 
at that port. Resort was therefore had to 
dummy submarines. That was the first — and 
only—time that the smaller ships have had 
dummies. 

By 1941 the dummy battleships of the Royal 
Sovereign class had served their purpose, and 
they were returned to the Ministry of war 
Transport to be converted to merchant ships. 
The dummy aircraft carrier Hermes had been 
lost through being stranded off the Wash. 

There remained only one dummy ship in the 
British Navy, and that was the most famous 
of them all. This was the old battleship Cen-
turion. No ship had ever had so long and 
varied a useful life as H.M.S. Centurion. She 
was disarmed under the terms of the Washing-
ton Naval Treaty of 1922, and then for many 
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OUR PHANTOM SQUADRONS 
(Contd.) 
years she served as wireless controlled target 
ship for the fleet. At the beginning of the war 
she was turned intq a maintenance and repair 
ship for local defence vessels at Devonport. Then 
she became a dummy of the new battleship 
H.M.S. Anson. Finally she was one of the block-
ships for the "Gooseberry" harbours off the 
Normandy coast during the invasion. 

H.U.S. Centurion was converted into a dummy 
H.M.S. Anson in Devonport dockyard in April 
1941. She was fitted with a dummy af te r funnel, 
mainmast, main armament of ten 14-inch guns, 
and the rest of it. The work was completed 
in a fortnight despite the fact that Devonport 
was under heavy air attack a t the time. 

There is a good story of an incident which 
occurred during her conversion. It had been a 
particularly noisy night and the dockyard had 
been badly hit several times. At daylight the 
quartermaster called the duty officer with the 
words: "Would you come on the forecastle, 
please, sir. There's something there that 
oughtn't to be there." The duty officer followed 
the quartermaster on to the forecastle, and 

there he found a railway truck, complete with 
wheels. Bomb blast had lifted it bodily from its 
rails on the jetty and deposited it on the battle-
ship's deck. 

Having been converted to look exactly like 
H.M.S. Anson, the Centurion, manned by 16 offi-
cers and 265 men, set out on a 20,000-mile 
voyage round the Cape of Good Hope to Bombay. 
For a considerable time at that period of the 
war it was of the first importance to create the 
impression that our Eastern Fleet was larger 
and more effective than was actually the case. 

In June, 1942, the dummy H.M.S. Anson was 
back in the Mediterranean, where she had served 
in the old days when the Centurion really was 
a battleship. This time the Centurion formed 
part of the covering force sailing to the north-
ward of a convoy which was being passed to 
Malta f rom Gibraltar. I t was during this 
operation that she performed her most spec-
tacular work as a dummy. She was duly spotted 
by enemy aircraft and shadowed. All on board 
knew that striking forces of aircraft must be 
on their way to the attack, and that the job 
of the Centurion, having misled the enemy into 
thinking that H.M.S. Anson was present, was to 
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maintain the fiction and draw as much of the 
attack as possible away from the convoy. 

The Germans and Italians had obviously fallen 
into the trap, for, considering "H.M.S. Anson" a 
ricH prize, they concentrated their attacks on 
the dummy battleship. Several sticks of bombs 
straddled the old ship in a series of attacks 
which lasted for several hours. The ship was 
hit once as well as being damaged by splinters 
and blast from near misses, but the damage 
was not serious. The greatest danger was that 
her wooden armament and other disguise might 
catch fire, but fortunately this did not happen. 
The old Centurion, with only a few real anti-
aircraft weapons, succeeded in shooting down 
one German dive bomber and in damaging at 
least four other enemy aircraft on that day. 
The enemy afterwards claimed to have badly 
damaged a battleship of the King George V 
class! 

After this exploit the Centurion, still dis-
guised as H.M.S. Anson, went back to the 
Indian Ocean. Once, when she was with a 
convoy during the height of the monsoon, a 
great sea carried away her foremost turret, and 
astonished look-outs in the convoy reported a 
14-inch gun floating down between the lines of 
ships! 

Then, her task in the East finished, the dummy 
H.M.S. Anson came home, manned by a scratch 
crew of officers and men due for repatriation. 
They came from all manner of craf t except 
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battleships, and the real armament of the 
dummy Anson consisted on that voyage of half 
a dozen rifles. She was a "ragtime ship" with 
a "ragtime crew," and when she was passing 
through the Suez the Senior Naval Officer sig-
nalled to her "You leave the pyramids an your 
left." 

Within a few hours of H-hour on D-day for 
the invasion of Normandy the first of the block-
ships for the artificial "Gooseberry" shelter 
harbours arrived off the French coast and were 
duly sunk in their appointed places. H.M.S. 
Centurion was among them. I t is no secret 
today tha t the "Gooseberry" shelter harbours, 
by saving the ferry craf t during the great gale, 
contributed in an incalculable degree to the 
build-up of our invasion armies. 

Another blockship of the "Gooseberry" har-
bours later played, quite unconsciously, the part 
of a dummy ship. The Germans kept on tor-
pedoing her with their "one-man torpedoes," 
and they claimed to have damaged and silenced 
the battleship Nelson. I t was not long beforf 
the enterprising commanders of the light bom-
bardment forces began to trade on the gullibility 
of the enemy and his obvious preoccupation with 
this ship—which was none other than the old 
French battleship Courbet. When they wished to 
bombard on the dangerous eastern flank they laid 
smoke and then carried out their bombardments 
from behind the old French battleship—which 
most obligingly drew the enemy's counter-fire. 
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SEA CADET NOTES 
NAVY LEAGUE SEA CADET CORPS 

(Voluntary) N.S.W. 

"VICTORY" DEPOT, North Sydney (J. A. Wil-
liams, C.O.). 

"WARREGO" DEPOT, Woolwicli (R. Crosskill, 
O.C.). 

"PERTH" (late "Vendetta"), Manly (P. H. 
Tobitt, C.O.). 

"AUSTRALIA" DEPOT, Henley (W. L. Ham-
mer, C.O.). 

"SIRIUS" DEPOT, Connell's Point (G. V/. 
Round, C.O.). 

"CANBERRA" DEPOT, Orange (J. P. Finegan, 
C.O.). 

"ENDEAVOUR" DEPOT, Domain (J. Joynes, 
C.O.). 

Boys between the ages of 10 and 17 yeais 
wishing to join, should make application to Com-
manding Officers any Saturday afternoon. 

The Officers and Cadets of N.LT.D. "Victory" 
weloome Chief Officer Victor Lloyd back to the 
unit. Mr. Lloyd is one of the "live" wires of 
the Cadet Corps, and it is confidently expected 
that his ability and enthusiasm will receive the 
wholehearted co-operation of the whole unit. Mr. 
Lloyd was always an inspiring example of what 
devotion to duty can accomplish. "Victory" 
now looks forward to added strength and effici-
ency, and all hands realise that as senior unit 
of the N.L. Sea Cadet Corps, nothing but the 
best will do. "Victory" is called upon to live 
up to the spirit of Nelson's famous signal, and 
commanding officer J . A. Williams believes that 
every cadet in the unit is capable of doing so. 

"Victory" is always ready to co-operate with 
other units in the knowledge that such co-

operation is essential to the success of the 
Corps as a whole. 

» a * 

This month Cadet Heath, of N.LT.D. 
"Warrego," has received the praise of his offi-
cers. That is what we like to read. Cadet 
Heath must have been putting in good work 
and taking a real interest in the job. I t is the 
Cadet Heaths of the Corps we want to meet, for 
they are its future P.O.'s and Officers. 

"Warrego," like its sister units, "Victory," 
"Australia" and "Slrius," is always willing to 
bear a hand at any time for the benefit of 
the Corps in N.S.W. 

The Cadet Corps re-organisation scheme for 
post-war purposes is being put into operation 
.throughout the British Empire—the great objec-
tive being "uniformity of training." 

I t is possible that some units have been caught 
aback by the change, but no damage will be done 
if they are alert. Officers will, of course, con-
form to the changes being brought about so 
that when the Corps is ready for inspection, 
"uniformity" will be the order of the day. If 
any officers should not be quite clear as to what 
is expected of them, they are invited to com-
municate with Mr. Hammer, at Headquarters. 

a * a 

Equipment is still slow in making' its appear-
ance, but all the signs are more hopeful. This 
is particularly so regarding whalers and in the 
near future it is expected that each unit will 
have a suitable boat. 

a a a 

I t is whispered that "Warrego" whaler would 
be a credit on board any ship afloat. I t is also 
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said that its senior crew will be hard to beat 
in future races between units. 

"Endeavour" unit is now stretching its limbs. 
Soon it will be looking for worthy competitors 
to tackle. . • • 

I t is with regret we report that Lieutenant 
Shilcock has left Sydney for service in the R.N. 
elsewhere. Lieut. Shilcock was a splendid help 
to the Sea Cadet Corps during his brief stay in 
N.S.W. His knowledge of Sea Cadet require-
ments and his outstanding ability made his pres-
ence invaluable when recent changes were taking 
place in our Sea Cadet Corps. Lieut. Shilcock's 
advice, his practical example and his mastery of 
detail will leave their mark on the future course 
of the Corps in N.S.W. 

» * * 

Self-government is not a schoolchild's prize 
for good conduct—it is a human passion that 
demands unconditional satisfaction. 

—George Bernard Shaw. • • « 

From "Sirius" N.L.T.D. comes the very per-
tinent suggestion that the Sea Cadet Corps 
should be brought more into the public eye by 
a campaign of press or radio publicity. We 
agree. At the same time, we would point out 
that pre-war experience "showed unmistakably 
that Sea Cadet units were best served in the 
local press and not in metropolitan papers. How-
ever, now that peace is with us, steps are being 
taken to introduce the N.L. Sea Cadet Corps to a 
Youth Session on the air. 

• • « 

SYDNEY SEA CADETS VISIT ORANGE 
A party of officers and ratings from Sydney, 

including the band of N.L.T.D. "Australia," 
spent the Easter holiday at Orange, as guests 
of N.L.T.D. "Canberra." 

The party combined with the officers and 
ratings of "Canberra" for a parade through the 
town on Easter Monday. The Sea Cadet con-
tingent was awarded the prize for the smartest 
senior unit on the parade. The Band, augmented 
by three drummers from "Canberra" were par-
ticularly smart, and Commander Finnegan 
kindly gave the prize (a cheque) to the band 
funds. 

The Sydney officers and ratings, together with 
some Orange personnel, went to Church on 
Sunday evening, and were entertained to supper 
and a sing-song af terwards by members of the 
choir and congregation. 
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VICTORIAN BRANCH 
The attention of members present at the 

recent Annual Meeting was drawn to the fact 
that the League had been in existence for thirty 
years, the first public meeting being held at 
Scott's Hotel on the 24th June, 1915. At the 
first General Meeting of the League, held on the 
9th October, 1915, Sir John Madden, Chief Jus-
tice of Victoria, was elected as President. 

* • * 

At the instigation of Sir Ernest Fisk, the 
Managing Director of the Gramophone Company 
Ltd. in England, a set of recordings of speeches 
made during the war by His Majesty King 
George VI and the then Prime Minister, The 
Right Honorable Winston Churchill, has been 
received by the League. The recordings are 
being kept for future reference and are being 
made available, on loan, to the various companies 
of Cadets. 

* * • 

A communication has been received from the 
Headquarters of the Navy League in London, 
proposing a conference and inviting views as to 
the possibility of holding a conference. The 
suggested time for the first conference is the 
early summer of 1947, when the League in Lon-
don have offered to entertain all overseas dele-
gates during the period of the conference in 
London. 

PLEASE NOTE 
Contributions of a suitable aatare 

are cordially invited, and should be 
addressed to the Editor, the "Navy 

"League Journal," Royal Exchange 
Building, Bridge Street, Sydney 
The Navy League doaa not n 

aarily endorse the opinions of 
tribntor* to the Journal. 
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H.M.A.S. " P ERTH" 
We've lost well nigh four hundred men, 
From the fairest land on earth; 
They fought it out to the bitter end, 
And went down with the "Perth." 
'Twas indeed a glorious action, 
Against overwhelming odds, 
And showed how Aussies stick it. 
When unfavoured by the Gods. 
When the first guns thundered action, 
They were ready, undismayed. 
And as the battle raged about 
Their courage was displayed. 
For steadfast to their duty, 
With "Nelson" as their guide, 
And comrades falling all around, 
'Twas thus they fought and died. 
With all her shells expended, 
She sunk beneath the sea. 
But though her story's ended, 
Her name spells "LIBERTY." 
So think of them with honour 
As they rest beneath the wave; 
They fought for King and Country, 
And sleep in a sailor's grave. 

—VIC DUNCAN, 
Sea Cadet Corps, Melbourne. 

BRAVERY REWARDED 
The National Shipwreck Relief Society of 

N.S.W. (now the Royal Shipwreck Relief and 
Humane Society of N.S.W.) awarded its first 
gold medals for acts of great bravery sixty-
three years ago—on the 2nd of February, 1883. 
The occasion was the presentation by the chair-
man of the Society, Captain Francis Hixson, of 
gold medals to each of four foreign seamen who, 
by the exercise of conspicuous courage, devotion, 
and good seamanship, succeeded in saving eleven 
lives when in a small boat they rowed through 
heavy and dangerous seas to the wrecked 
steamer New England at the Clarence River 
bar. 

The sailors, who were that day honoured at 
the Royal Exchange Hall by a distinguished 
gathering of representative citizens, were en-
gaged in trading on the N.S.W. Coast, and named 
respectively Antonia Costa, Vito Loscocco, 
Peter Jules and J. Lemaire. In addition to the 
gold medals, Captain Hixson, on behalf of the 
Society, presented fifty sovereigns to Jules as 
the first instalment of money being collected 
for them in nr^reciation of their heroic deed. 

The Marine Board, of which Captain Hixson then 
was president, decided on an additional award 
to Lemaire, who received a gold watch. 

Since that distant date the Society has func-
tioned continuously assisting bona fide seafarers 
in distress, and awarding its medals — gold, 
silver or bronze, together with its certificates of 
merit to men, women and children performing 
gallant deeds on land and sea. 

It is interesting to note that the present chair-
man of the Society is Commander F. W. Hixson, 
O.B.E., son of the late Captain Francis Hixson, 
previously mentioned. 
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YOUTH EXPECTS 
ONE of the best friends and staunchest supporters the Sea Oadet Corps In 

England has ever had is the First Loud of the Admiralty, the Rt. Hon. 
A. V. Alexander. 

Mr. Alexander's keen interest in the work of the boys has for years been 
an inspiration and a source of encouragement to the Navy League and similar 
Associations, and his Influence at the Admiralty has done much to gain its 
support of the Sea Cadet Corps. 

Here in Australia a not less lively interest by the Minister for the Navy 
and the Navy Board in the future success of the Sea Oadet Corps could do 
much to promote its growth and help to establish it more firmly on a properly 
planned foundation. There is no doubt that a Corps, legally constituted, would 
become widely popular with many thousands of the youth of the country between 
the ages of 14 and 18 years. The fact that there are numerous inquiries from 
parents and boys, clearly indicates a desire to join a Movement such as the 
Navy League Sea Cadet Corps, and particularly so because it is a voluntary 
organisation linked with discipline, ships and the sea. 

The Navy League Sea Oadet Corps Is the senior body of its kind in Aus-
tralia and is Un to the Sea Oadet Corps in England, Canada, South Africa and 
New Zealand, and has identical aims and objects. It is hoped that it will 
commend iteelf to the Minister of the Navy and to the Navy Board as its counter-
parts have done to the First Lord of the Admiralty, the Admiralty and to the 
Governments of the great Dominions overseas. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ^ - r r r r r r n j j . 
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THE NAVY'S FUTURE 
By "TAFFRAIL" in "THE NAVY" 

On the 7th March, for the sixth year in suc-
cession, Mr. A. V. Alexander introduced the 
Navy Estimates in the House of Commons. His 
telling and forthright statement need hardly be 
summarised .here. Aa the subsequent debate 
indicated, it should be endorsed by everyone who 
has the welfare and security of Britain and the 
Empire a t heart. 

Above all, the First Lord emphasised that, 
despite the atomic bomb, and the opinions of 
some people that the advent of atomic energy 
has destroyed the need for Navies, the freedom 
and standard of life of the scattered peoples of 
the British Commonwealth still depend upon the 
inviolability of the sea communications. This in 
turn depends wholly upon Sea Power, and upon 
Air Power over the sea. Twice within living 
memory we had narrowly averted defeat at 
the hands of an enemy who strove to destroy 
the communications upon which our existence 
is based. Twice we were unprepared, and the 
Royal Navy had provided the shield under which 
our peace-time deficiencies were made good and 
our war effort developed. 

Never again, said the First Lord, must we run 
the risk of unpreparedness. A weak Britain was 
no help to world peace. We were resolved to 
play our full part as a member of the United 
Nations' Organisation. Until such time as U.N.O. 
had really come to be "so well established and 
trusted that the Forces required in its support 
may be steadily reduced," Parliament and the 
Nation still "owes the Royal Navy the duty of 
vigilance—vigilance now and in the years to 
come so that we may never again be unprepared." 
I t is good to hear that unilateral disarmament 
in the interests of economy has gone for ever. 

Examined in detail, the First Lord's compre-
hensive statement encourages reflection upon the 
future function of the Royal Navy and the types 
of its ships and weapons in relation to the les-
sons of the recent war. First and foremost in 
our minds is:— 

The Atomic Bomb. 

Up to date this new weapon has only been 
used against shore targets. May it be that a 
series of these devastating projectiles dropped 
near a fleet or on a convoy will cause the disinte-

gration of every ship within a certain radius, 
and thus make it impossible for convoys to sail 
or warships to protect them? To that question 
there is no answer until we know the results of 
the experiments against ships soon to be carried 
out under the aegis of the United States Govern-
ment. 

Is it possible that an antidote will be found 
to the atomic bomb ? This again cannot be 
answered, though it is worth noting that the 
First Lord mentioned that in future a greater 
proportion of the Navy Estimates will be spent 
in sc'entific research. As has been said, there 
are those who predict that the release, of atomic 
energy has rendered surface Navies obsolete, 
much the same thing with the advent of steam, 
armoured ships, rifled cannon, torpedoes, aircraft, 
and such things as magnetic and acoustic mines. 
A counter has been found for every one of these 
new developments or weapons, and the types of 
ships have changed as each new menace to their 
existence has appeared. I t is possible that this 
may also be the case with the atomic bomb. 
Battleships. 

Four battleships of the 1938 and 1939 pro-
grammes were cancelled early in the war. We 
have now only one battleship being completed, 
H.M.S. "Vanguard," of 42,500 tons standard 
displacement, armed with eight 15-inch guns, and 
costing about f9,000,000. This new ship carries 
the same number and calibre of guns, though of 
longer range and hitting power, as the five 
battleships of the "Queen Elizabeth" class, of 
31,000 tons, completed in 1915-16. The additional 
displacement of the "Vanguard" is brought about 
in the main by increased speed and fuel capacity, 
greater protection against all forms of attack, 
There were others, in their day, who predicted 
and much heavier anti-aircraft armament. 

Further decisions upon capital ships and their 
design depend upon many factors, including, of 
course, the results of the atomic bomb tests, and 
the development of new weapons. Battleships of 
the past were primarily designed to lie in the 
line of battle against the corresponding units of 
the enemy, to inflict punishment and to take i t 
The war has shown that the days of stereo-
typed fleet actions are ended. Carrier-borne air-

(Continued on page 5) 
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The above picture was censored during the war. The vessels are the "Muliama," with the "Babinda" lying 
astern. The "ANCHUNG" is lying on Us side partly wrecked and submerged as a result of shelling by a Japanese 

cruiser. 
The bottom picture shows a Japanese landing barge. The photographs were taken at Milne Bay, New Guinea. 
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THE NAVY'S FUTURE 
craft, with the carriers backed up by battle-
ships, were mainly responsible for the defeat 
and destruction of the Japanese fleet in the 
Pacific. 

Nevertheless, as the war proved, there are 
many uses for battleships of the present type. 
What of the chase and sinking of the "Bismarck" 
and "Scharnhorst," and of the battle off Calabria 
in 1940, when a 15-inch shell from Sir Andrew 
Cunningham's flagship, the old "Warspite," crip-
pled an Italian battleship at more than 26,000 
yards? What of the devastating effect of long-
range gunfire from battleships at Salerno, in 
Normandy, and on various occasions in the 
Pacific ? 

Years ago, after the last war, Sir Percy Scott 
was demanding—"What is the use of battle-
ships?" What that distinguished officer really 
meant was that the battleships of that day were 
obsolete. When pressed for an answer as to what 
should replace them he replied in so many words, 
"I should build something better." 

That is more or less our position to-day. Our 
present-day battleships may be obsolete. The 
atomic bomb and the development of new wea-
pons will probably bring about a radical change 
in type. But so long as war against another 
maritime power is possible, so long as the British 
Empire is dependent upon its sea communications 
carried on by surface merchant ships, we must 
have a Navy to protect them. "Capital ships," 
in one form or another, must still form the core 
of our modern Fleet. 

That any new capital ships built in the future 
will cost much money goes without saying. It 
is uneconomic to refurbish and re-arm old ships 
over a certain age, just as it is unwise to run a 
motor-car of ancient vintage. But it has to be 
remembered that between 80 and 85 per cent, 
of the price paid for modern warships goes in 
wages to the men who build them or produce 
the materials. Because of their complexity and 
multitudinous fittings, combined with quality of 
material and workmanship, the construction of 
fighting ships produces much greater employment 
than the building of cargo vessels. Moreover, 
naval orders entrusted to the Royal Dockyards 
or private building firnu. bring about an almost 
instantaneous increase of activity in the principal 
industrial areas throughout the United Kingdom. 
It has been calculated that whenever a warship 

is built, about three-quarters of her cost is dis-
tributed directly or indirectly in cities, towns and 
even villages remote from the building area. 

The Navy and the Air. 

The First Lord said in his speech that "the 
Naval Air Arm will assuredly play an ever 
increasing part in the Naval Defence of the 
future." He mentioned what the Naval Air Arm 
had done in the war, and pointed out that, 
whereas its first line strength in September, 1939, 
was only 232 aircraft, it had reached 1,357 in 
1945 and would have risen still higher if the war 
had continued. Later on, after saying that 727 
vessels, from fleet carriers downwards, had been 
cancelled since VE-Day, Mr. Alexander said that 
on 1st April, 1946, the new construction remain-
ing on hand would include new types of vessels 
"such as Light Fleet Carriers" needed for the 
post-war Fleet. 

It would seem that the very large fleet carriers 
are no longer favoured, probably because they 
present a huge and vulnerable target and carry 
too many eggs in one basket. As the war has 
proved over and over again carrier-borne air-
craft now provide the long range reconnaissance 
and striking force for any fleet or squadron, 
besides the air cover against attack by enemy 
aircraft. The battle of Midway was won by naval 
aircraft. But for aircraft the "Bismarck" might 
never have been brought to action and destroyed 
by surface ships. At the battle of Matapan the 
Italian cruisers blasted into blazing shambles by 
Sir Andrew Cunningham's battleships had stayed 
behind as cover for an enemy battleship damaged 
by torpedo attack by naval carrier-borne air-
craft. At Taranto the Italian battle fleet was 
crippled by the Naval Air Arm. In considering 
the composition of our post-war Fleet none of 
these facts will be forgotten. 

There is another aspect of air-sea warfare: 
that of convoy protection against submarines and 
aircraft. Our Naval Air Arm did fine work on 
the North Russian convoy route and in the battle 
of the Atlantic. An American carrier force 
operating near the Azores exacted a deadly toll 
from 'jie U-boats. The very long-range squadrons 
of Coastal Command R.A.F. tipped the scale in 
our favour during the protracted war against 
the submarines? What of the future? 

It would seem that each and every convoy 
must have its own carrier or carriers in the 

(Continued on page 16) 



N » * THi NAVY L1A«U» JOUjBUO. Jaaa. l»4t 

M E T A L M A N U F A C T U R E S LTD. 
Port Kembla, N.S.W. 

l a t a 1 . . . 

Mm f W Wb« and SlnuM Csadarton Tabaa. 
T,l—S,ai CaMaa. Braided Wlra u l CaMaa. a«a. 

ULUNQ AGENTS 
(wttk Dlatrlbatara la aU Stalaa) 

Win, CaMaa, aaa. Tnbaa a Km* win 
IUTUB INSULATED KNOX HCHLAPr 

OULH LTD. a r« 
U U milaaa SI.. Matt. CaUlna Haaaa. 'iril 
l a r t a Bias., trtmn tabu Bids . Ulan 

. ^ 

Conso l ida ted F L U O R E S C E N T Lighting 

Manufactured by 

CONSOLIDATED NEON 
PTY. LTD. 

Arunde l St., G l e b e 

PHONE: MW 2814 

Conso l idated F L U O R E S C E N T Lighting 

The P E R F E C T S p r e a d fo r the 

O S L O L U N C H 
T w o full sandwiches of wholemeal 
bread and butter with suitable fill-
ings, two pieces of fruit , and a half 
pint of milk. T h a t ' s the Oslo 
lunch— approved the world over 
as a well-balanced meal tor growing 
kiddies. Use " E T A " Peanut Butter 
f requent ly as the sandwich spread 
and you'll add valuable extra vita' 

mins including Vi tamin B — t h e nerve and body-
building element. Give your kiddies the benefits 
of this tested and proved lunch every day. 

PEANUT BUTTER 
Product of Nat Foods Pty. Ltd., Edinburgh Rd.. 

Morrickvills. 

With the Compliments of . . . 

JOHN STUBBS & SONS 
PTY. LTD. 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

60 H U N T E R STREET 

S Y D N E Y 

PHONE: BW 6630 

mmm 

T H I NAVY L I A O U I J O U M U l 



N n > TNI HAW H U M JOWMA1 J — . I Mi 

PEACOCK & SMITH 
SHOP WITH 

CONFIDENCE AT 

Enginm»r$, Etc. 

534 FLINDERS STREET 

MELBOURNE 

'Phone: M 1634 

MELBOURNE'S LEADING STORE 

Foy's are equipped to provid• you with every 
conceivable shopping facility . . . and merchendiie 
to make possible valuaa that chellenge comparison. 

Foy t Gibson Pty. Ltd., lourka St., Melbourne, C. I . 

ANGUS & ROBERTSON 

BOOKSELLERS & PUBLISHERS 

19 CASTLEREAGH STREET 

SYDNEY 

'Phena: MA 6511 

W. G. DEUCHAR & 

CO. PTY. LTD. 
Agents for Ellerman & Bucknall S.S. Co. Ltd. 

22 Bridge Street 

SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
• 

PHONE: B 6925 

J i n r n t THI NAVY U * M I JOWWAl 

A CAREER IN THE MERCHANT NAVY 
The announcement that ex-members of the 

R.A.N, and R.A.N.V.R. may qualify for a cer-
tificate of competency without previous service 
in the Merchant Navy will no doubt be hailed 
with delight by those who, having served in H.M. 
ships during the war, wish to follow the sea as 
a profession in the peace-time Merchant Navy. 

Deck officers and men with a t least four years' 
sea service in naval sea-going vessels and who 
have good eyesight and a clean record, are 
eligible to sit for an examination for second 
mate (foreign-going). 

The syllabus for second mate (F.G.) includes 
navigation, chartwork, cargo work, ship con-
struction, rule of the road, general seamanship 
and signalling (Morse, semaphore and inter-
national code). I t is not an easy examination, 
and some knowledge of mathematics and trigo-
nometry is essential. Examinations are held 
every week (with the exception of four weeks at 
Christmas), commencing on the Friday with 
practical signalling, written papers on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, and ending on Thurs-
day with an oral examination in seamanship and 
rule of the road. Results are usually available 
during the following week. 

The Rehabilitation Department has arranged 
to pay the fees for the necessary tuition, cost 
of books, etc. (Consult your Rehabilitation Offi-
cer at the Depot.) 

With a second mate (F.G.) certificate a man 
usually signs on as third mate, and his dutieB 
include full charge of the forenoon (8 a.m. to 
noon) watch and the first watch (8 p.m. to mid-
night) on the bridge a t sea, and supervising 
the loading and stowing or discharging of cargo 
in port. 

After 14 years' sea service as a watchkeeping 
officer he then becomes eligible to sit for the 
first mate (F.O.) certificate, and will then prob-
ably sign on as second mate. Duties are similar, 
but more exacting, and he is regarded as the 
navigator. 

Another 2 to 21 years' sea service on the 
bridge and he is eligible for examination as 
master (foreign-going). 

The question of obtaining a berth af ter gain-
ing a certificate of competency must also be 
considered. 

Most shipping companies "lent" a number of 
their officers to the R.A.N. a t the outbreak of 
hostilities, and they will, of course, be reabsorbed 
before newcomers are appointed. 

Australia as a maritime nation is still in ita 
infancy, but ships are being built in British and 
Australian yards to relieve the shortage of ship-
ping on the coast and to open up new trades with 
India, America and the Far East. 

The four years' sea service in naval vessels 
must have been served subsequent to Septem-
ber, 1939. If the four years includes naval 
service prior to the outbreak of war, then it 
will not be counted as full time, and the candi-
date will be required to serve for a period in the 
Merchant Service before being eligible for 
examination. 

The three or four years' sea service required 
for a coasting certificate or a harbour and river 
master's certificate must include a t least one 
year in the merchant service, so tha t even if 
a candidate has four or five years' n.'.val ssrvice 
and he requires a coasting certificate It will still 
be necessary for him to serve for a t least twelve 
months in a merchant ship before he can apply 
for examination. 

There are two nautical schools in Sydney offer-
ing all the usual facilities to candidates wishing 
to sit for B.O.T. examinations. 

Captain F. J . Bayldon, M.B.E., F.R.G.S., Royal 
Exchange Building, Pitt and Bridge Streets; and 
the Richmond Nautical School, Sirius House, 
MaCquarie Place. 

K 
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The experimental air mail trans-Atlantic cross-
ings which were commenced by the pioneers of 
Imperial Airways in 1937, when Captain Wilcock-
son and his navigating First Officer, George 
Bowes, made the first scheduled commercial air 
mail voyage in R.M.A. "Caledonia," gave us 
much valuable information on the importance 
of navigating with the winds and weather, and 
as some officers of the Merchant Navy, the 
Meteorological Service, and officials of the 
Government of Eire will remember, also gave 
us much fun in the great spirit of good humour 
which helped us all through the anxieties and 
hazards of the first flights. The pre-flight plan 
for route was made in the Meteorological officc 
of the Control rooms at Foynes, the marine air-
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port in the estuary of the River Shannon in Co. 
Limerick, Eire. In conference were the Captain 
of the skyship, his navigator, the radio officer, 
the meteorologists and the control officers, and 
before them was the weather map, giving the 
latest information of upper winds and weather 
conditions over the North Atlantic. This synop-
tic chart had been compiled with the assistance 
of the wealth of valuable information collected 
by the marine observers who were crossing the 
Atlantic in their surface ships, and we who 
operated and controlled the air crossings give 
to them our thanks and appreciation of their 
work. 

The ocean crossing was divided into. four 
stages and a weather forecast made for each 
stage gave accurate information of general 
weather conditions and special detailed informa-
tion of the icing conditions in the clouds likely 
to be encountered, and the all important fore-
cast of the strength and direction of the upper 
winds on which the tracks to be followed were 
arranged. The weather charts were drawn every 
three hours and a t the conference for the pre-
flight plan we had before us the pictures giving 
the movements of the various depressions and 
the flow of the winds around them. The decision 
to follow the great circle track, the rhumb line, 
or make diversions a t certain stages was taken 
in accordance with the area covered by a depres-
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sion. The weather conditions for the first cross-
ing made the rhumb line more favourable because 
the head wind component from a depression in 
mid-ocean was fa r greater on the great circle, 
and would decrease the speed made good to Buch 
an extent that there was no advantage in the 
shorter track, so we sent "Caledonia" off on the 
rhumb. During the night in the control room 
we received half hourly positions. from Captain 
Wilcockson, and we had our own estimated posi-
tions plotted from the forecast windB and our 
knowledge of the air speed he was making. There 
was lots of fun, excitement ran high, and the 
betting was fas t and furious. We always backed 
ourselves against the navigators, who were really 
doing the job, and there were cries of "He's off 
the rhumb," shouts of "He's cheating with his 
air speed," and an interchange of chatty uncen-
sored and somewhat caustic signals. Then, when 
he was half way across, and battling with the 
head wind in a depression, came a signal with 
the final cypher in the ground speed of 110 
knots missing. There were frantic cries of— 
"He's only doing 11 knots" and a stampede into 
the Met Office to break the news that they were 
a t least 100 knots out in their ideas on the upper 
winds. "You can tell him he's daft ," replied 
Mr. Peters, the Meteorologist in charge, so we 
promptly did and made the famous signal:— 

Cockatoo Docks & 
Engineering Co. P+v 

Ltd. 
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H.M. AUSTRAL IAN NAVY 
Ship-builders, Marin* & Engineers 

'. General 
Inquiries invited 

C O C K A T O O ISLAND 
SYDNEY 

Phone: W 1941 (10 lines) 

"There was an old man in a draught 
Who said—'It 's abeam not abaft . ' 
The Met, unperturbed, merely murmured, 

•Absurd. 
Tel l the silly old beggar he's d a f t ' " 

Captain Wilcockson and George Bowes were, 
however, very seldom off the rhumb and we 
proved the accuracy of the forecast of the winds 
when the result of the sweepstake on the esti-
mated time of arrival was declared, and we found 
that our control room calculations were only 
some twenty minutes adrift from the actual time. 

As we gained experience in the succeeding 
flights we decided to make diversions from the 
great circle, o r rhumb line, to follow the flow 

(Continued on next page) 
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FLYING WITH THE WEATHER 

of the winds, and on one occasion there were 
two very deep depressions moving Eastward, 
one situated South-West of Eire was giving an 
air flow of about 40 knots from the North East 
and this persisted from Foynes down to about 
Latitude 45 deg. N. when it backed to the North, 
and gave place to the lighter Westerlies of an 
anti-cyclone. Between Newfoundland and Ice-
land was a very deep depression giving gale 
force at the surface and upper winds of over 
100 knots from the West and the South-West, 
and these were flowing over the great circle and 
rhumb line tracks. We therefore decided to 
advise Captain Wilcockson to steer S.W. from 
Foynes down to the parallel of 45 deg. N., sail 
along the parallel to about long. 45 deg. W. and 
from there pick up a South-Easterly flow to 
take him in to Newfoundland. This was rather 
a risky experiment and the discussion on it was 
long, but Captain Wilcockson agreed to try it 
provided we took the blame if he landed at the 
Azores in mistake for Newfoundland, and agreed 
to ensure that he drew the winning ticket in the 
sweep on his running time. We assured him 
that if our wicked plan came ofT he would get a 
share of our winnings and packed him off. 

As a result of following the way of the winds 
"Caledonia" made the passage in 14 hours, 
covering many more miles over the surface, but 
saving 4 hours in time taken had she flown on 
the great circle track. Captain Gray, the skipper 
of the Pan-American Airways Clipper, who was 
making the Eastbound passage for his Com-
pany, followed the great circle track, and at 
times made diversions to the North of it to 
follow the way of the winds. He made a record 
time for the crossing and at one period of his 
voyage had a following wind of 120 knots. 

We thus learnt the way of the winds and how 
to follow them and prepared the way for the 
economical cruising speeds of future sky ships 
who will follow the pioneers and the way of the 
winds. 

One of the pioneers, George Bowes, the First 
Officer and navigator of "Caledonia," gave his 
life on active service in this war, and with him 
went an experienced and inventive brain. 

Future trans-ocean air voyages will be planned 
in the control rooms to follow the way of the 
winds and sail with the weather as did our 
fathers in the days of sail. 

m 
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SEA CADET NOTES 
NAVY LEAGUE SEA CADET CORPS 

(Voluntary) N.S.W. 

"VICTORY" DEPOT, North Sydney (J. A. Wil-
liams, C.O.). 

"WARREGO" DEPOT, Woolwich (R. Crosskill, 
O.C.). 

"PERTH" (late "Vendetta"), Manly (P. H. 
Tobitt, C.O.). 

"AUSTRALIA" DEPOT, Henley (W. L. Ham-
mer, C.O.). 

"SIRIUS" DEPOT, Connell's Paint (G. W. 
Round, C.O.). 

"CANBERRA" DEPOT, Orange (J. P. Finegan, 
C.O.). 

"ENDEAVOUR" DEPOT, Domain (J. Joynes, 
C.O.). 

Boys between the ages of 10 and 17 years 
wishing to join, should make application to Com-
manding Officers any Saturday afternoon. 

"Peace" Day, 10th June, 1946, was not only a 
day of the greatest significance to the people, it 
was a "red-letter" day in the annals of the Sea 
Cadet Corps in N.S.W. The Corps was signally 
honoured in that it was represented by a hundred 
Cadets in the great march through Sydney. The 
Royal Navy and Royal Australian Navy, Air 
Force, Army, Merchant Navy, Allied Forces, 
Servicewomen, ex-Servicemen of World War II 
and representative sections from the various 
auxiliary Services, made an inspiring and colour-
ful spectacle as they marched in the brilliant 
sunlight, watched by many thousands of specta-
tors. 

Mr. W. L. Hammer, ably assisted by Messrs. 
V. Lloyd and E. Loss, was in charge of the 
Navy League Sea Cadet Force, "Victory" unit 
being led by Mr. J . Williams, followed by 
"Warrego," "Perth," "Australia," "Sirius" and 

Endeavour. Officers present included Messrs 
D. R. Mathers, C. E. Lithgow, F. E. Soars W 
T. Olsen, N. Rand and J. Joynes 
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SEA CADET NOTES 
(Continued) 

Mr. Cristofani is acting C.O. of N.L.T.D. 
"Sirius," assisted by Messrs. Schneider and Rand. 

• • • • 

N.L.T.D. "Canberra" recently had a caller at 

Headquarters in Alderman R. Itrike. We hope 
the day is not far distant when Orange Sea 
Cadet Corps is the headquarters for many cadet 
units in Central and Western N.S.W. In Canada, 
South Africa and even in England many cadet 
units flourish fa r from the sea. 

N.L. Sea Cadet officers on no 
account must wear cap badges as 
worn by the R.N. and R.A.N, 
officers. 

» * * Do you see Litt le Robert? 
No • • • 1 see a brilliant young Naval Officer 

H E IS POPULAR ABOVE AND BELOW 

D E C K S . . . M E E T S F A I R W E A T H E R AND 
F O U L W I T H A READY S M I L E . . . A SMILE T H A T 
O W E S MUCH T O LIFELONG USE O F I PAN A. 
Robert 's intent young gaze sees neither blue sea nor wheel-
ing galls. I t tees grey, phantom ships in line ahead. Lips 
part in a smile of br ight teeth and eager anticipation . . . a 
smile born of proper dental care and the regular use of Ipana. 
Robert , at the Naval College, will bring extra keenness to 
his work as well as play . . . f o r teeth care during child-
hood will have spared him study-time lost in f requent teeth 
correction. 
According; t o a Na t i ona l S u r r e y , t h ree o u t of f o u r 
pe rsona l ly u s e I p a n a . Let t he i r cho ice b e youi 

1 ipana 
TOOTH PASTE 

Good reports come to hand of 
the growing strength of "Perth" 
unit (Mr. P. G. Tobitt, C.O.) and 
"Australia" unit (Mr. W. T. Olsen, 
A./C.O.). 

• * * 

Mr. and Mrs. Forsyth continue 
their splendid generosity and en-
couragement to officers and cadets 
using their property at 10 William 
Street, Henley. 

S.C. Commander, W. L. Hammer, 
officers and cadets of the Sea Cadet 
Corps are complimented on the pro-
gress and increasing efficiency of 
the Corps. Their voluntary work 
and the keen interest they have 
shown is much appreciated by the 
Executive Committee. 

• • • 

Commanding Officers are re-
quested to note that before any 
fur ther appointments of officers 
are made to the Corps, they should 
submit their recommendations to 
Headquarters, as no appointment 
is valid unless approved by the 
Executive Committee. 

* * • 

Lieut. J . G. Shilcock, R.N., 
writes:— 

"I would like to thank the offi-
cers and ratings of the Sea Cadet 
Corps for the fine pocket compass, 
which was presented to me before 
I left Sydney. I shall always 
take a keen interest in Aus-
tralia now, and will t ry to teach 
cadets at home (when I get 
there) something of their 
Australian messmates. 
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S E A C A D E T N O T E S 
(Continued) 

"Owing to the necessity for withholding the 
news of my departure until certain matters were 
settled, it was not possible for me to say good-
bye to many officers and ratings. I hope that 
they will accept this apology, together with my 
best wishes for the future. 

"I am fully confident that Commander Ham-
mer, Lieutenant-Commander Lloyd and Sub-
Lieutenant Loss will continue my work, and that 
the strength and efficiency of the Corps will 
increase enormously. This will, however, re-
quire a determined effort on the part of each 
and every officer and rating in the Corps, as no 
amount of work by Headquarters can succeed 
without tha t support. I shall continue to keep 
in touch with Headquarters and will watch the 
future of the Corps with keen interest." 

BRITAIN'S NEWEST BATTLESHIP 

The 42,500-ton battleship Vanguard anchored near the Queen Elizabeth, the world's 
largest liner, in the Firth of Clyde, after the battleship had been towed down the 

tricky 14-mile channel from the Clydebank basin where it was built. 
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CONFIDENCE. . . 

. . . cannot be bought . . . only given. Men with 
confidence in their ship and "their commander 
have given freely something which cannot be 
assessed in concrete terms. They have faith in 
their own destiny. We at Cooee have faith and 
confidence in our Ship of Commerce. We believe 
confidently in the future of our Company be-
cause we know that it stands on a solid policy of 
FAIR DEALING. Because of this policy we. in 
turn, have gained the confidence of the public. 
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THE NAVY 'S FUTURE 
(Continued from page 5) 

wide open spaces, with additional cover from 
shorebased aircraft in areas accessible from land 
bases. 

Reverting again .to the First Lord's speech, he 
said: "Teamwork between ships and aircraft at 
sea, between operational, training and scientific 
staffs on shore, and between different services 
and different nationalities, has been the secret 
of the remarkable success of the campaign 
against the U-boats. I t is to perpetuate one 
aspect of this team-work that a joint R.N.-
R.A.F. Anti-Submarine School has recently been 
established by the Admiralty and Air Ministry." 

Taking all this into account one can easily 
see the preoccupation of the Admiralty with the 
development of the Naval Air Arm. And so long 
as submarines are in the hands of any potential 
enemies, so long as war is possible and the need 
for a comprehensive convoy system still exists, 
it is to be hoped that Coastal Command, which 
worked in such close and efficient co-operation 
with the Royal Navy during the war, will never 
again be allowed to become a starved Cinderella. 

Other Surface Warships. 

The lessons of the war and the development 
of new weapons, many of which are still in their 
infancy, may profoundly affect the design and 
armament of cruisers, destroyers and escort 
vessels. Ships of all these three main types 
proved their utility again and again during the 
war, and that vessels to carry out their functions 
will be required in the future seems inevitable. 

Lack of space prevents any detailed discussion, 
though what applies to capital ships applies 
equally to all surface ships. The 10,000-ton, 8-
inch gun cruisers were not regarded with particu-
lar favour before 1930. The cruisers that proved 
their value during the war were the smaller 
ships of 5,000 to 8,000 tons, armed with 6-inch 
or 5.25-inch guns. 

The same must be said for "Fleet" destroyers. 
They were originally designed for torpedoing 
the enemy's heavy ships, for breaking up hostile 
destroyer attacks, and for anti-submarine duties 
with our own fleet. Nowadays, however, they 
are really nothing more nor less than very light 
cruisers of high speed which can be used for 
many other thing? besides those mentioned. 
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Among other things they were employed during 
the war for shore bombardment, mine-laying and 
carrying troops and stores. 

The smaller "Hunt" class destroyers, slower, 
cheaper and more rapidly built than the "Fleets," 
were particularly useful for anti-submarine, anti-
aircraft and coastal convoy work. They had 
insufficient endurance for ocean convoy; but for 
their size were well-armed, handy ships which 
paid an ample dividend in a variety of difficult 
functions. 

So long as a convoy system is possible, we 
shall need surface escorts. With the develop-
ment of submarines and their increased under-
water speed, it seems probable that escort vesse s 
of the future will require still greater seagoing 
endurance and rather higher speed. This wil 
mean larger ships. 

Submarines. 

As the German U-boats brought us to the 
verge of defeat in the First World War, we 
consistently demanded their abolition in the 
various conferences for the limitation of Naval 
Armaments which were held between the wars. 
Other nations would not agree. All we achieved 
was an agreement which laid it down that sub-
marines must conform to the same rules as sur-
face ships in conducting war agaiiist merchant 
vessels. We need not go into details, but Ger-
many signed the agreement which drew the sting 
from submarine warfare. She speedily broke 
her word when hostilities came, with the result 
tha t we all know. 

One does not know if we shall again try for 
the complete abolition of submarines, but if we 
do we may be no more successful than before. 
On the other hand, there are some who profess 
to see in the submarine vessel a partial counter 
to the atomic bomb, to which suggestion I, who 
am no expert in such matters, would not dare 
to venture any opinion. 

New Weapons and Devices. 

The recent war saw the production and develop-
ment of a multitude of new weapons and devices. 
The asdic, for locating submarines under water, 
was in existence before 1939. But since the out-
break we have had magnetic and acoustic mines; 
radar in its many forms; acoustic torpedoes 
which "home" on their targets; radio-directed 
bombs launched from aircraf t ; the weapons 

(Continued on next page) 
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known as VI and V2; projectiles for anti-aircraft 
guns provided with fuses causing them to burst 
on coming within a certain distance of their tar -
get; and self-propelled rockets of devastating 
effect fired from landing craf t . 

Most of these new instruments of warfare 
are still in their comparative infancy, and nobody 
can say how they may be developed. If one 
considers it, a shell fired from a heavy gun in 
a battleship represents an infinitesimal part of 
the weight of the gun, the gun tuiret , the armour 
and the machinery necessary to send that shell 
to its target. Moreover, the £9,000,000 battle-
ship of 42,500 tons exists mainly to place a 
series of projectiles from eight 15-inch guns on 
their eventual targets. 

Rockets, though not so accurate as shell, 
contain their own propellant, have little or no 
recoil, and require no weighty apparatus for 
their discharge and alignment. Can it be possible 
that in the fu ture we may see ships carrying 
rockets of great range and explosive power fitted 
with some for mof "homing" device finally to 
at tract them to their targets towards the end 
of their flight? 

One cannot say; but to the scientific minds 
who have produced many new weapons since 
1939, the development of more novel and deadlier 
contrivances still is inevitable. 

The future of the Royal Navy provides ample 
food for thought While leadership, courage and 
the art of seamanship must still exist, naval 
officers and men in the years to come will become 
more and more scientifically-minded. 

Never again, said the First I/Ord, must we be 
caught unprepared. "This country, this Empire," 
he added, "has demonstrated its desire for peace 
again and again, to the point of sacrifice and 
even of humiliation." To reiterate, a weak Bri-
tain is no aid to world peace, and we are resolved 
to play our full part as a member of the United 
Nations' Organisation. Mr. Alexander hoped tha t 
every nation had recognised the truth—"Ye dare 
not stand alone." "The Royal Navy." he con-
tinued, "must ever be prepared to play its part 
behind tha t Organisation in support of Justice 
and Freedom." 

e e e e 
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MERCHANT NAVY 
(2) 

(By courtesy of the Chamber of Shipping, 
London.) 

In the last issue it was stated that future notes 
on the Merchant Navy would deal with the re-
construction of the British Mercantile Marine. 
That "reconstruction" (the term is used in its 
widest sense) has begun. 

Most people will have read particulars of the 
Government scheme for the disposal of State-
owned ships built during the war. Apart from 
such vessels as transport ferries, barges, lighters, 
dredgers, etc., some 470 vessels were included in 
the scheme, some being offered for purchase, 
some for charter for two, three or five years, 
and some for purchase or charter. In most cases 
the Government fixed a basic price below which 
tenders would not be accepted. For the 324 
ships in groups I and II (mainly the war-built 
liners, tramps and tankers), for which alone the 
results of the "auction" have been announced, 
110 were purchased and 92 were taken on charter. 

British owners bid £19,507,200 for the 110 
ships they bought—nearly £3.250,000 above the 
basic prices—and for the annual charter hire, 
£1,080,000. I t may be thought than an industry 
which can produce over £19,000,000 has not done 
too badly out of the war. Much of this money, 
however, was insurance on lost ships. Ship-
owners have never concealed the fact that they 
had substantial liquid resources; what they have 
lacked have been the "tools of their trade"— 
ships—and they have taken the earliest oppor-
tunity of acquiring them. 

I t will be useful to consider how the State 
remunerated shipowners for the use of their ves-
sels for war purposes. The Government decided, 
quite rightly, tha t there should be no )-rge 
profits made out of the war. I t was therefore 
arranged tha t on an agreed capital value for 
different classes of ships requisition or "hire" 
rates should be paid, which were designed to 
cover operating costs and to enable five per cent, 
to be set apart for depreciation—it must be 
remembered tha t the life of a ship is roughly 
20 years, so that in that period its original cost 
must be provided for—and five per cent, for 
in teres t These percentages were not a guaran-
teed minimum. Many shipowners, by skilful and 
efficient management, were able to earn them; 

others, often through no fault of their own, 
could not. On the whole the agreement was 
accepted as a commercially fair bargain. But 
when a ship was sunk it was not always possible 
for an owner to replace it from the insurance 
money he received. There was some building on 
private account, but there was a shortage of 
building facilities. All ships laid down during 
the war had to comply in design and equipment 
with Admiralty requirements. An owner unable 
to build coiild contract to buy a Government 
ship and take possession of it six months af ter 
the war ended. In the meantime, he could only 
take over the management of the ship, and his 
remuneration was merely that of a manager. 
Thus, in many cases, his insurance recoveries 
usually had no other investment outlet than 
Government securities. 

This will help to explain how 'he shipowner, 
apparently well off as regards money, was poorly 
off as regards ships. Indeed, it has been argued 
—and not only within the industry—that while 
the Government plan was successful in ensuring 
that war profits were not piled up, it cramped 
the development of the industry insofar as ship-
owners were not able to earn sufficient money 
for replacement purposes, having regard to the 
great increase in building costs. 

There remain many ships in Government 
ownership, but it is to be presumed tha t sooner 
or later these will be disposed of, for the Govern-
ment has indicated quite clearly tha t it does not 
want to s tay in the shipping business. The 
Americans have still to dispose of their vaat 
surplus tonnage. Until this is done there will 
be no health in shipping. 

W A R L O S S E S 

The Royal Navy during the war lost 60,000 
men, 7'40 warships, not including small ships, 
and 1,500 aircraft, of which 500 were lost in 
combat. 

Coastal Command, supporting the Navy in 
home waters, lost 1,480 aircraft . 

The Merchant Navy lost 12} million tons of 
shipping and 30,000 men. 

Australian losses are not included in the 
figures given above. 
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a sailor's shoes . . . BUT 
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