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CONDENSERS
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SEA CADET NOTES

N.L.T.D. *VICTORY." NORTH SYDNEY
Commanding Officer: §. Williana

A Chrisimas party was held at this depot
when 180 guests attended, making a very
enjoyable night.

A number of Officers and Ratings are camp-
ing down st the depot during the holidays and
are having a great time sailing, rowing and
awimming.

I should like to extend to all companies the
sincere wish for a prosperous 1845,

“Victory" has played “Warrego” and “Austra-
lia"* depots cricket and came oul on top in both
gamea,

We are all looking forward to play “Beatty”
gnd "Vendetis™ in the near future, or for a
relurn match with “Ausiralis"” and “Warrego.”

“Beslly” Depot has challenged us, through
the Journal, 10 a rowing rece. We gccept. Mr.
Smith can get in touch with me and I shall
be pleased to arrange for our ¢rew to meet his.

This challenge. 1 hope, will be Lhe atart of -

inter-depot rowlng and ssiling races such as
were held in pre.war years.

N.L.T.D. *WAHRHEGO," WOOLWICH
Commanding Officer: H. tollison
Coniributed by W /0. €. Lithgow

The Officer Commanding, Chief Offcer and
ratings of “Warrego" Depot extend sincere good
wishes for the New Year to the Navy Lesgue
Executive, the Secretary, and Officers and
ratings of all kindred depots.

Conaequent upon the return of Mr. Collison
to hia position of Officer Commanding no lime
nor efort ia being apared in order Lo catch up
with the volume of work which had unavoid-
ably been allowed io aecumulate.

All the cadets sct to wilh & will and the last
few week-ends of the old year asw great activity
in all departments.

With paint brush, hammer, saw, broom and
serubblng brush a marvellous transformelion
has been achieved. We welcome the New Ycea.
with a feeling of renewed enthusiasm.

Our ranks have already commenced Lo build
up to something like the proportions of early
in the pasl year. We have gained a Chief P.O.
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Writer and several sizeable lads. Soon an all-
pul campaign for recruits will be under way.
We are concerned at Lhe scarcity of lads, living
in the viclnily, among our ranks, and fee} sure
there musl be many anxious te join up.

Visilars' Day on December 16 will long be
remembered by &1l who were fortunate enough
te be preseni. So many parents snd friends
came ihat the maindeck was packed te over
flowing. Guests of honour were the Mayor and
Mayoress of Hunters Hill (Ald. and Mrs. C.
Weill.

The only disappoiniment conpected with the
day was the fact that our C.0. had taken ili a
few days before and was in Yaralla Hospital.
In his abeence Chief-Officer Ward took charge.

The visilors were given an unrehearsed demon-
stration of genersi routine work. Practical and
aral tests were applied and the cadets were
applauded for the manner in which they
acquitted themselves.

To further demonsirale the usefuiness of
their iraining, a skiff overturned in midatream
during the test (also unrehearsed), It was
noticed immediately by the lookcut, the alarm
sounded, and in quick time the prize crew was
bending lo the oars in the whaler and lowed
the ski ashare.

This has become a routine job al Woolwich,
and excellent training.

Chief-Officer Ward took advantage of the
occagion to impress upon Lhe Mayor and parents
the desirability of increasing the scope of the
Depot, and pointed out the handicap of lack of
space. .

The Mayor complimented the cadets on their
knowledge and promised Lo supporl a prapossl
for a piece of lapd next to the boatshed on
which it is proposed to erect ratings’ guarters
complete with cocking-galiey. work-benches,
lounge-room, shower-recess and dressing- and
locker room.

Police-Sergeant Lithgow. also, is lkeenly

interested in our welfare and has under way the
formation of a Parents’ Committes to assist the

officery in this project, and in any other matters

of outstanding Importance.

Afternoon tea wos Berveéd by a small band
of ladies, comprising N. Whittaker
(bostess), and Mesdames Brownlow, Collison,
Evans snd.Swain.

0y
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Mrs. Grove, mother of a cadel, again donated
a nice Christmas cake, iced and decorated with
destroyers, etc. We Lhank Mrs. Grove for her
appropriate gift.

“Vietory" Depot generously loaned their
whaler, and & launch was hired for the purpose

of wking the young visitors for shert irips on -

the river. We are grateful to "Victory” Depot
for their gesturc of goodwill,

The programme ended with a race ia Lhe
whelers by scratch crews siroked by W.O,
Lithgow and S.B/A Yuile, Despite a stiff row
sgainst a nor'-easler to the starting line (he
crews fought out a ciose race strongly. The
judge (Sergi. Lithgow) declared for S.B/A
Yuile’s crew by a couple of feet.

It was 8 weary but coniented company which
paraded for Evening Queriers.

Wednesdey unight parades have been re-
introduced {(on trial) after a lapse of several
years. S¢ far Lhe experiment has been succets-
ful. Attendances ususlly approach the twenty
mark. The advantage of these parsdes ig that
much blackboard instruction can be given
which i hardly possible oo Saturdays.

The cricket match against “Victory” on
December 17 wag not altogether successfui from
our peint of view. ‘“Viclory” team was too
sirong on the day. The presence of a budding
“Larwood" in their side proved to be the un-
doing of ‘our lads ia their Arst maich.

However, the experience gained will be valu-
able and it brought to Hght lwo very promising
bowlers in L/S. Viv. Yellard and O/D. Michael
Renakan. With some bailing and flelding
pracilce in the Inlerim we hope our leam wiil
make & better show on February 4,

Our lads left “Victory” Depot on that day
wilh 8 feeling thal they had made some good
friends and look forward to an opportunity of
returning the hoepitality at an early date. Im
fact, Officers and cadets from any other depot
can be apsdred of a hearty welcome should
they ever decide to take a trip up Lhe Lane
Cove River to Woolwich Depot.

Our whaler 8 kept busy during week-ends
for it is a strict ruie that all cadets must know
boat-drill and how to handle an oar. On a
routine parade every cadet getsm a turn at the
oar. On Bundays (weather permitting) the

= .
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saiia are rigged and several leading-seamen have
had preliminary instruction in the art of
sailing into the wind. Thia sailing instruction
will be continued throughout the summer.

The Secretary of Lane Cove Skiff Club (Mr.
Souler) sent a message of appreciation L6 the
depot for our readiness in going to the assist-
ance of akiffs which overturs in the vicinity.

L/8S. David Ward is busy on & plasticene
modet of a harbour and fairway with model
buoys and beacons for instrucilon in the
Uniform System of Buoyage.

QOver & period of eight weeks just prior lo
the close of the old year, marks were awarded
for neatness af dress on parade for prizes
donated by our O.C., the possible being 80. The
awards went to A/B. E. Davis, 1si (T9); Writer
1. MeDougall, 2nd (78); W/0. C. Lithgow, 3rd
(7T4); L/8. D. Harrison and S.B/A. B, Yuile
tied for 4th (73).

Promotion: Pelty-Officer Writer J, Joynes to
Chief Petiy-Officer Writer {comnflrmed).

N.L.T.D. “VENDETTA,” MANLY
Commmding Officer: E. Barton

A happy, prosperous and progresstve New
Year (o all Navy League Depota from N.L.T.D.
Vendetia.

We have just finlshed & record yeer, and are
out to do hetier this vear.

Good use is being made of our whailer, which,
since overhauling, locks like new,

This year we hope to ealarge our depot as
we are very cramped for room. We hope to
hold week-end campes on ihe premises, also
social evenings in ocder to raise funds lo help
us to get things badly needed.

On Saturday, 23rd December, the perenis of
the cadets were invited to attend io witress the
prize distribution. A large number attended
and thoreughly enjoved the aflerncon's pro-
ceedinge.

Mr, Gorfin, who, during the five yeare that he
was president, did meny good things for the
local company, welcomed the parents and out-
lned to them the objects of the Navy Lengue
and of the good work done by it. He said that
if parenis becamc imore inierested in the
Lengue be felt sure that good things ¢could be
achieved at Manly.

The retiring President (Mr. Gorfin) introduced
the new President, Mr. 5. A. Simmons, whom
he felt sure would carry on the good work. Mr,
Gorfin regreited hizs many other activities pre-
venled him from continuing as President, but
he asgured his listeners that hiz interest wauld
nol ware. If he couwld do anything for us he
would do it,

Mr. Gorfin was applauded for his remarks
snd Mr. Simmona was warmly welcomed as our
new President. Prizes were then distributed to
ihe cadets by Mr. Simmons and each lad was
congraiulated by him,

The following were
winners:—

18t Prize, Leading Cadet in depot, for pegular
attendance, good conduct, attention to duties,
P/0. N. Carter.

2nd Prize, K. Mills. 3rd Prize, B, Hewleti,
Honour Prizes were awarded to the following:
P/Q, 18 Clase Signaller Bab O'Connor, P/0.
C. Neilsen, P/0. E. Langbridge, L/S. Writer F,
Fergusson, O/D, A. Gonsalve, O/D, K, Simmona.
First-Aid Clags for prizes denated by Mr.

the successiul prize

{Continued overleaf on page 4)

MERCANTILE
MUTUAL

INSURANCE CO, LTD,

FIRE — MARINE — ACCIDENT

Ba patriotic-—insure Australian property in
an Australian Insurance Compeny.

Hoad Offca:
117 Pitt Streef, Sydmay
SELWYN KING, Maneging Director
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{Continued from pege 3)

Maruah, Honorary Instructor, to whom this depot
is very much indebted, were to:

ist Prize, O/D. D. Potter.
2nd Prize, O/D. S. Tayior.

For the donation of prizes we are indebted
to the following: Mr. Gorfin, two books; Mr.
and Mrs. Dexter, two books; Miss E. Cousins,
one book, Mr. 5. A. Simmons. one book: Mr.
Marah, two books; 0.C. E. Barton, one book;
C.0. Langbridge, one book; 2nd Officer H, Kelna,
one book.

The prizes were wvalusble books and very
saitable,

After the Parade was dismissed, the parents
remained and the 0.C. outlined to thers sugges-
tiona conmidered by the officers for the welfare
of the lads in general. All present unanimously
agreed Lo these proposals end promised their
full support to assist us in every way. We are
thankful to Mr. Alaton for his donstion of 10s,

This year it ia proposed by Mr. Marsh, First-
Aig Officer, and Mr. Kelso, 2nd Officer, to
examine egch lad individually teking full par-
ticulars of his helght, weight, chest measure.
ment, normal gnd expanded, and any other par-
ticulsrs deemed necemsary.

A copy of these particulera will be forwarded
to each lad's parcnts and requesting their per-
mission for the lad to undergo & course of
Physicsl Culture training.

At the expiraiion of three months & further
examination will be made to mee what improve-
ment has teken place and the parents will be
notified. It is felt that this course of exercise
will be of great benefit to the lada.

New entries st this depot will be 12 years
old, and height four feet eight Inches.

A committee meeting of parents and persons
intereated ia to be called at the depot, when it
is hoped to hear further suggestions for ihe
welfare of N.L.T.D. Vendetta.

Cadets Heith (Gay, C. Neilson, A. Allsop &nd
N. Carter are 8pecially commended for thelr
good work at the depot.

P/0. B. O’'Connor excelled as the unit’s public
opeaker at a recent appesl on the air. Bob was
not at all microphone shy, and he was applauded
by thoss present for hia choice of words end

for the rmanner in which he put them over.

The Officers and ratings of this company
warmly appreciste the ready co-operation
accorded by the O.C. “Vietory" Depot (Mr. J.
Williams), his officers and cadets at parades at
public functlons at Manly, where N.L. Sea Cadels
have been invited to be present.

This unit, in common with othera, alill sufers
from a shortage of training equipment. How-
ever, il ia renlised that suitable gear is very hard
te get and we rmeke the best use of what is at
hand.

N.L.T.D. “AUSTRALIA,” GLADESVILLE

December was & very busy month for the per-
aonnel of N.L.T.D. “Australin.” 1In addition to
our usurl progressive training curriculum, we
have been busy making preparstion for our
forthcoming “shore party” to be held at Wade
Park, Orange. The Officers and ratings who are
participating in thin aetivity desire to extend
their thanks te the Mayor of Orange for his
kind permission for the free use of the pavilion,
grounds end other facilitiea which exist at the
park, and to the Orange Town Clerk, R, H.
Heath, Esq., who has gone to considerable
trouble an our behalf in order to make the
camp possible.

(Omn 10th December our Company crickel team
crossed bats with & team from N.L.T.D.
“Victory." We were the losers, but & valuable
experience in healthy rivalry was gained, and
this was al]l to the good of both sides. Con-
gratulationa o the victora! On 18th December,
in response to an invitetion from “Vlctory™ the
Qfficers gend s party of ratinga from “Australie”
attended & very succesaful mocial znd dance
which was held at "“Victory” Depot. During the
evening, our Cricket Capisln, A/B. G. Hallinan,
presented the “Vietory" erlcket team with half
a guinea on behalf of an anonymous well-wisher
of “Australin." The same lady in to present
10/8 to each winning Cormpany, and the winner
of the final will receive a trophy and two guineas
in cash. Teo the generoua donor of these prizes
our sincers thanks ere offered.

After parade on Saturday, 23rd December,
our own Company had an informal Christmaa
ten. Several parents vislted tha depot and
assisted In dispansing the eatsbles, We thank

(Contlnued on page 4)
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"SYNTHETIC" CHEMISTS DE-
FEATED THE JAPANESE
RUBBER GRAB

The swift fall of the Far Esstern
rubber plantetions cul the Alljed
Nations’ rubber life-line, snd war can-
not be waged witheut rubber] Pro-
duction of synthetic rubbe: bacame
8 mighty “must"f Special plants were
"rush-built”™ and eadly in 1943 Good-
yesi-America delivered the first ALL
SYNTHETIC rubber tyras to the army.
To-day synthetic rubber is baing pro-
duced at the rate of 300,000 tom
& yearl

Payn §

INVEST ALL YOU CAN

Interted by . .,

CUTTY SARK
HOTEL

{THE FIRST AND LAST}

2 PHILLIP STREET
CIRCULAR QUAY

JIM McQUADE, Prapristor
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enta for their assistance in this matier.
;:iel:::e:fl the visitors expressed satm‘af:l_ion ut
the training Which their sons are receiving at
the hands of the instructlonal s_taﬂ. _The sea-
manlike behaviour of the cadets is an mdlcanqn
of the effectiveness of the methods of their
olficers.

t is helng maintained, new cnlriea con
tlnf::er;? come algong gnd our losses Lhrough
driftage sare negligible. All ranks ‘cxivnd a
welcome to Mr. C. Walker, gsometime C.0. of' the
late Birchgrove Compnny. Mr. Walker is n
shipwright by trade, angd hc ghall have ample
acope for his talents at Gladesville,

Dongtlons: The Cominaading Officer dusires
to thank the lollowing peopte for their gcneruun
halp: Cedet E. Munday. an H..M.A,S. ‘Austra-
lia” pennant for the Seamans Meag: Cadet J.
Morriss, a quantity of timber; Mr. end Mrs. I.
W. Forsyth. a Christmas present of one guinca,
He slso wishes to thenk the publishcrs of the
Cladesville “Weekly Times” [or the free space
which they have kindly given us In their journal
for publicity purposes. To Mr. and Mrs. Forsyt_h.
the Navy League Executive expresses itd
warmest appreciation of their interest &nd
generous help.

Appointments: Mr. C. Welker to le Ship-
mg;}rto Officer on probation & from 18712744,
Leading Seeman R. Evens sad A/B. I. Witt to
be Slekr Berth Attendants, dated 18/11/44 and
2%/11/44 respectively.

Promotiona: The following Ordinery Seamen,
having satisfled examination requirements, are
advanced to the ratng of A/B.: 1. Richardson.
16/12/44; E. Schoeider, 23/12/44; end M.
Maithews, 30/12/44.

NL.T.D. “BFATTY"
Commanding Officer: (. H. Smith

This depot hes been very busy over the laat
few months, and we sre plessed (o 8RY that
we are still making progress. Electreity s
now insislled and it haa proved & great boon
to all hands. Wedneaday night pergdes &TE NOW
possible, which means more precticel tralming.

The O.C. is pleased to report that a Younger
Set has been formed to raise funds for this
depot.

Thanka to the [ollowing ladles for their efforis
on our behall: Miss R. Keeling. President; Mias
A. Zepovich, Vice-President: Mizs R. A!sop:
ocerelery; Miss R. Zepovich, Sos:ial O_rgamser.
and we wish Lhem every success 1a their efforts.

The Boats” Crew has becn putting in som¢
very good training and I am very pleased to
sy they are in pretty good shepe. Qur new
Coxswain, A7B. McCauley, has got the right idea.

This depol is glad to se¢ Capiain Beale on
deck again azfier his serious illness, &nd wish
wim &ll the best for the New Yeur.

“Beatty" sends regeirds to all gister depnia
and wishes (hem every smcess in 1HS.

BETTER BUTTER —
BETTER BUY IT

FREAK IDEAS IN NAVAL WARFARE

By FRANK C, BOWEN, in “The Navy"

The present war al sea is just like the last
cne, and every one which has preceded iL for
hundreds of yegrs, in thst it has produced a
colossel number of freek idess for harassing
the cnemy. The vest msjority of them sre
guite impractical and often ludicrous, but every
one has to be carefully examined, as the moat
uapromising have in the past oftea been devel:
oped, under expert editing, inlo something reslly
useful. Quite & aumber are sent in by enthusi-
astic amaleura when they are z2lready [n use,
shrouded by war-time secrecy and thet invari-
ably leads to post-war clsims and sccusatlons
thet the authorities have stolen the idea without
peying [or it

Many of the proposals ere reslly revivals of
ideas which have been put forward many years
ago, sometimes to be discouraged at the time
&nd sometimes to be giscarded when ngval tech-
nigue had developed. Yet many of these prove
of the greatest use. It was in the year 1018
thet Harek of Thjotts. a Viking pirate, met a
Danish merchantman and, heving s netuzsl de-
site to capture her with the minimurm of denger
to his own crew, struck his mast ead sail,
stretched s temt cloth over the waiat of his
ship snd hid most of his crew under it. The few
rowera el either end of the ship completed the
impression that ahe was a helpless merchant-
men. The Daaish crew were quite willing to turn
pizates whenever the opportunity offered, so
epprosched for the purpose of bosrding, but
Harek's crew boarded first and won an easy
prize. Thet was the first recorded instance of
a Q or decoy ship.

For the projected stteck on Lisbon in 1588
Dreke proposed to use a smoke screen. The
famous secret scheme which Lord Cochrene
put before the Prince Regeat in 1812, for “&
rew gnd most formidsble method of sttscking
shd destroying the enemy's fleet’” was not used
gt the time because the First Lord of the day
wanied to employ it in such a wey thet Cochrane
would get none of the credit and he hed suffi-
cient [nfluence to prevent that trick being car-
ried out. The scheme wes revived in the French
scare of 1848 &nd the Crimesn War of 1854, and

. its details have never beer published in full.

Submerines, torpedoes and submarine mines

were in the minds -o inventors for centuries
before they were adopted, sad the ideas appeared
to be just as gbsurd to their contemporaries as
many of the modern ideas do to the navel officer
to-day. In the reign of Cherles I there was quite
a spate of spplications for patents for Lhese
ideas; to evoid their being pirated because they
were still in the nebulous stage, the specifice-
tions were always very indefinite 8nd Lthose which
were tried were universally unsuccesaful. I was
not until the Bities of lasi century that the mine
became more or less practical end was used by
the Prussiens agsinsi the Danes and by the
Russians against the British snd French. By
the American Civil War the mine was in very
general use, hut its elfect was principally morel:
few ships were sunk but whole fleets were kept
&t & safe distance for fear of them, Soon sfter-
wards the submarine begen to approach the
practicel stege, but the early experiments and
opergtions coat mgnv lives.

During the American Civil War of the sixties
the most inventive pecple of the world were
fighting their cousings, who were short of every-
thing thet weat to build up en effective feet
s0 that it wes not surprising that any number
of novel Wess were Lried and sny number of new
wegpons were extemporised. Among many other
epparently modern schemea that were tried, &
dummy moaitor was constructed out of a raft,
barrels and & tall tin chimney taken from a hut
on shore. The work was not done as elshorately
&s it was with Haddock's famous squadron of
dummy baltleships contrived owl of merchant-
men in 1914, but it caused quite & panic for a
short time.

Perhaps the most intereating case of &ll is the
little-known fact thst Bitler's famous secret
wespen, the magnelic mine, was evolved by the
British duri-  the lest war, and laid off the
Belgian cos.. and in other waters. No stten-
tion was peid to finding the antidote st the
time, 8o that sweeping up the ficlds afler the
Armistice wes & big problem until the mines
were well buried in shifting sands. When the
Germans revived the weapon for the present
wer the antidote was found in a few days.

The megneiic mine was only one of thousands
of ideas that were coasidered by the Admiralty
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during the tast war.

The Board of Invention and

. : X
Rene eatablished in 1015 for that work,
wlthalr;tdwl:;iher ga President and a number of

emineni scientist®. engin

varioun panels, At the end o

Submarine Division was

eers and othern o0 the

f 1016 Lhe An}i-
formed and one of s

principal duties was to deal with puch ideas a8

came within its field.
time had o be wasted

An enormous amount of

examining Iuggesiions
ical, hut many which

appeared useless at Brat alght developed into

sometbing useful.

Naturally, nolhing could be

i h ideas, aciuelly aubmiticd, a8
:?::m:l:ll:e ;::rth Sea unienabic to Germa? :::a
marines by discharging into 1t lhouundsl: o
of fruit saits whose effervescence wou u:ril
the (J-boals by covering their |:uea-issa:.t'u::rum“.'J !
they were exposed ahove the surfao:l .| rsin-
ing nea lions, borrowed from mugle-hall pe o
ers, to spot auhmar!.neb w};‘ei::coaama::ia;; dra
:;tﬁttl::int:dt:’: ::tp:rcl their to:d i: Sra;gcizz I;:;st

i W, 3o that when ¥
igr::sut%ngﬁe:‘hey would-peck all the r;:?r::r
out of Krupp's chimneys and put the machinéry

out of action.

An American submitted to the

baclutely
Department a deslgr for an 2
:‘Slikablz‘nhlp which certainly sppeared to do

all that was claimed of
cargo, or

it, but as she eould not

even be fitted with machinery,

the disappointed inventor was told that there
appeared to be no purpose in bullding her.

Between the {wo wars, under the Herbert Lott

Nava! Trust Fund, cath

prizes ware given to

i ho aubmitted
val personnel, active or reserve, w
E:e:uipiedeu for improving the fighting efficlency

of the Bervice. During

the present war there is

po doubt that officers and ratings, bath perman-

ent and temporary.
quota of good ideas,

pave submitted thelr full

but enthualastic laymen

' has
been just as active, and the Admiralty
:::eto puiI in & lot of work to find the grain

or twa of corn AmMORE

the chaff.

MACHINE TOOLS
WOODWORKING MACHINERY
SMALL TOOLS
EMGINEERS' SUNDRIES

GOODALL & CO. PTY.
LTD.

MACHINERY MERCHANTS
301.305 KENT STREET, SYDNET
Phone: B 7714 (5 lines)

-

USHER"'S
]

Distinguished among the World's
Finest Hotels

CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY
Phona: BbSII

AUSTRAL BRONZE COMPANY
PTY. LIMITED
Establiched 1914

Head Ofice and Warks:
O'Riordan Sireat, Alezandria, Sydney
MANUFACTURERS OF: A
Cappar Redr and Bars; Burbars for Eluctrical Wu.lé
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WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THE TIDDLY SAILOR?

-

“Funny thing about you saflers,” said a man
I met in a pub ihe other night. "Even the
smariest locking lads seem 10 fold their troysern
carelessly, if you'll excuse me saying so.”

"“Carelenaly?" [ repested. "What do you
mesn ?’

"] mean all these crepses. Just as if they'd
rolted up their pants in & bundie any old how.
I suppose ihere Wn't much room in a ship 1o
cregie them properly,”

1 was so sbocked 1hat I nearly kpocked my
beer over. Then, gently but firmiy, I pointed
oul that a sailor has seven creasea running
round ihe leg, not down, that they stand for
the Beven Seas, and that there ls no careless
ness about them: in fact, to get the seven
¢lreles in the thiek serge of your bell-bottoma
requires very nesy folding and pressing,

The stranger was s¢ [nierested that he atood
me anoiher pini.

And while I drank his health I thought how
odd it i that ibe people of this cauntry whose
ilfe in at all times by and through the sea, who
in war coultd noi endure an instani without the
Navy, who love the mallor with a special affec
tion and an unfailing helpfulneas should he be
in trouble or need when ashore, odd that this
people should know 80 little about the manner
of his life and even about the dress he wears.

All that the landsman knows of saitor's
uniform, as a rule, is the legend that the three
white stripes on the bive collar symboline
three of Nelson's famous victories. He would
find it kard to explain, however, why the
French Navy {10 say nothing of the Rusaian,
American, German and most of the navies of
the world) should slso celebrate Nelson's
triympha?

I have even met people who thought three
chevrons -on a sailar's left sleeve made him the
maritime equivalent of & sergeant, and I have
met few who tould offer even a mistaken inter-
pretation of a fouled anchor badge on the same
sleeve. (The chevrons, of course, are nof a
rank at all—they atand for length of service
and good conduct—oficlally, they are good-

By HARRY O. WHYTE, in “The Navy™

conduct badges; while the “hook™ ashows the
wearer to be % leading hend.)

Yet every Englishman knows 8 sergeant in
the Army or the Air Force when he sees ane,

But there are atranger things than these to
tell of Jack's uniform.

The strangest of all, aurely, is the phencmenon
of the “tiddly" uniform.

A “tiddly” uniform may be briely defined
as one which in every possible manner breaks,
centravenes, defles and setn &t naught ihe
King's Regulgtions and Admirally Inatructions.
It is, in fact, the embodiment of indiscipline,

Yet ninety-nine oul of every hundred sailora
you see amhore wear “Uddly™ uniforma.

Taken polnt by point, 8 “tiddly" uniform
breaka the regulations in the following waya:

Cap.—Offcially, it should be worn Rat and
level, 80 that the front line males a parailel with
the line of the eyes. A favoured form of dia-
ohedience is to push the cap "flat back” so that
it forma a sort of halo inside a nimbus of hair,
Thin angelic atyie has been reproved in verse
by P.0O, A, P. Herbert, M.P. {who ahould know
better}.

The cap may, however, be worn aslanl at any
angte. It may also be pulled hard forrard almoat
down to the eyebrows, with or without a fore-
lock of hair showing. Thia atyle gives a grim
and sea-doggish effeci.

The cap, in fact, may be worn in any way
which pleases you, saving only that which is
preacribed by suthority.

Cap Ribbon.—OffBcially, the ribbon should be
“tied in B bow over the left ewr in puch & manper
that the centre of the lettering on the ribbon in
over the nose.” In “tiddly" practice, the bow
comes over the left eye and aimoat touches the
last of the letters. A "tiddly” Dow in never plain;
it is cut in many elegant varietiea of the butter-
fly shape. Bringing the bow from over the left
eqr to over the left eye means the use of twoe
regulgtion ribbons to make tne “tiddly” one

Jumper, Silk, Tapes and Blue Jean Collar.—
In regulation style, the jumper, which &ts
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loosely, should have a short and narrow front
opening. The tapes should he tied in 8 bow
over the silk so &s to lesve a bight of the silk
from one to two inches long. The tape ends
should not be more than two inchea jong.

In “tiddly" atyle, the jumper must fit skin
tight— se tight that you need a mate’s help to
get it off —at every point save just round the
middle of the front opening, where it is joose
enovgh to show what brand of cigarettes you
have stowed inaide. The front opening ia cut
low to make 8 long and wide U-shape. End of
silk tucked inside jumper. Tapea tied in & bow
or knol, as you fancy, but they should be a1
least six inthes long and the ends must be
cut in butterfiy wing atyle,

Trousers.—The maximum width allowed by
Admiralty for the bottoma is 28 inches.
“Tiddly” style is restricted in these days aof
¢loth searcity, but you ¢an add at least another
four inchea by inserting gussets of material
from another pair of trousers. The other pair
will now be uaeless, but you will have achieved
your heart’s desire—bell-bottomed trousers for
yaur suit of Navy blue. The trousers must be
gn tight around the hips and thighs as they arc
locse arcund the ankles,

These are the canons of "tiddliness.”

You can see—with all due respect to their
Lordships of the Board of Admiralty-~that the
British sailor has proved himself a creative
artlst by evolving from sagging serge a trim
and aesthetically satlsfying line which flows
naturally from broad shouliders to freely bil-
lowing bell-boitoms in & curve moulded to the
hody. :

Thix no doubt ia one of the reasons why
every nice girl loyes a sailor.

But there I8 more to “tiddliness” then the
aatisfaction of creative urges.

When a young rmatiow, who has been In the
Service a mere three months, walks ashore
amartly rigged In the judgment of the Lower
Deck but to Authority e sinfui rebel in every
garment aave his undercicthes, he is the bearer

yearas took heavy tall of them. Nearly three-
quartera of the Navy's strength at present are
on "hostilities only" servicer and, in greater or
lesser degree, are novices.

Yet the "iddly” tradition has been handed
on and is as faithiully guarded by them as ia
1that greaker tradition which—well, there is no
need to explain to the British public in this &ith
vear of our greatest war whal the tradition of
the Senior Service is.

“Tiddlineas™ may seem B 1rivial or even &n
incongruoua part of the greater tradition. Cer-
tainly it ia one of these English phenomena that
aeem deliberately calculated 10 puzzle the
foreigner,

For on the face of things it implies a chronic
insubordination amounting almoat to mutiny.
Discipline in the Armed Forcea, sfter all. means
and must mean, unquesatiohing acceptance of
every legitimate order. In the other Services
discipline in the matter of unlform I8 so inter-
preted. A soldier ia not sllowed to alter the
width of his trousers nor an alrman the ahape
of his tunic. In the Navy itself only the seamen
take libertiea with their dreas. Naval officers
do not Bctheme o' nighis about altering the
number of buttoha on their reefers, and peity
officera do not plot to wear blue ties instead
of biack.

A legalistic view of “tiddlineas” is, indeed,
taken by acrupulous Commodores of depots {and
occanionally by zealous young officers else-
where).

Among the natices displayed at one naval
depot are several which insiat that only regula-
tion unlforma worn in the regulation manner
will be tolerated. They are reinforced by an
illustrated edition of P.O. Herberi's verses.
Bul bless yvour heart, if all the natices at that
depot were placed end te end they would
streich beyond the collective dreamings of a
thovsand salvage inapectors.

Commodores of naval depots are bound by
the nature of their task to be ecrupulous about
the letter of the law. Captains of »ea-going
ships are not. Upon them also iradition
i an ignoring of the printed niceties.

of a tradition. MHe has not decided for hi ir
how his uniform sheuld be made “tlddly,” Ii
is the .old hands who have taught him.

k Now, the old hands sre few ioday. The early

Th;y must know when to turn the biind eve.

Neither at sea—and what sgilors wear at sea
when there's work and fighting to be done ia

Juanary, 1M
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another story altogether-—nor when his
" men ar
tg:emg aaljare would a senaible skipper inl'ring:
unwritten laws of the Servi ;
printed texts obeyed, rvice by having he

So when Juek's on leave it s & “tiddly"
he weara. No always & suit made }lo s}t:li;
mepaure tfy cne of the naval taitoring firms- -
branches in Chatham, Portsmouth, Dawenport
G_ibrslla.r and Melta—who specialise in this.
highl:' specialised trade. It is mainly the old
handa who Patronised these Arms. The young
P& whe has just joined will pay one of the
old hends a small sum to make the necessary
:;:;;:lt‘iqr;shin‘the regulation suit or dg the joi)
if he iz sgi i
el it threa.da. lor encugh to be skilful with

The msking of “tiddly” bows i
€Brns the
of 8 pint for meny an old hand these dsy:}.mc

And that is as it should be d
. . despit .
Herber1. for “tigdliness” Is a vital pa.r:t' ;f 1:::-0
customa and ethica of the Lawer Deck.

Yo...
Messrs, Hitler,
Mussolinl, Toja,

and Coy,

From...

STEWARTS & LLOYDS
(Australia] Pty. Lid.
*

Now producing Shells
instead of Gas Pipes '

RED CROSS REHABILITA.-
TION FARM

. “We muat beware of trying to build g aociety
In which nobedy counts for anything except a
politician or an official, & society where enter-
prise geina no rewsrd snd thrilt no privileges.”

~WINSTON CHURCHILL.

Many discharged servicemen will be “down
on the farm” at Giloylla, N.5.W.. after the war,
Gilbulla is the name of a property purchased by
the Red Cross Sociery recenily for vse as a
rehabilitation farm for ex-sérvicemen who need
“huilding wp."

Situated 40 miles from Sydney, the property
consiats of a building and approximately twenty
acres of garden and farming land, and a co.
operative farming scheme has been planned for
the 1"nen. including povltry and Pig raising, bee-
keeping, vegetable gardening and tther oeceu-
pations, with some apportunity for rough car-
pentr}': The building will be developed to hold
& maximum of 80 people. There wil be imme-
di;te occupation for 18, and a farm manager
and a mairon-housekeepner
o tae ehame per have been appointed

Rd.asldenbs at Gilbulla will be selected by a
medical  advisory commitiee of the Soeial
S-.ervice Committee, and applicationa for admia.
sion will be aceepted from Military and ERepatri-
&tion Hospitals, and from the Red Cross Sociat
Service Department.

Ferma run on these lines were injtiated in
Australia by Red Cross after the lant war and
proved very wmuocceasful. While, for many of
the men the centre will provide only 8 means
of recovery to normal health, for others ihe
acheme will offer an Gpporiunity to learn some-
thing of farm work, ahould they intend follow-
ing it up as gn otcupailon after the way,
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‘ BATTLESHIP AND CARRIER

By CAPTAIN RUSSELL GRENFELL, R.N., IN “"THE NAVY"

The "Tirpitz" was suck by B.AF. bombers in
a very gallant and well-conducted attack on ber
in a Norwegian harbour. The bombs used were
the huge 12,000-pounders and the bombing was
extremely accurate, Hits were scored on the
upper deck of the ship, and there were alse
near misses whick burst under the water close
| alongeide. The ship heeled over and capeized.

It ks guite possible that the near misses were
A he chief cause of the vessel's destruction. Ex-
@ loding well under water close to, perhaps al-
{1 nost in coptact witk, the unprotected ship’s
|aide and bottom below the armour, a 12,000,
o wmb would have the force of about ten or
"teen torpedoes, with results that can be im-
Yned. The fact that the ship capsized withoul
wing up indicates that the magarines were
i penetrated, which may mean that the hori-
wotal armour was sufficlent to keep the bombs,
ormous a8 they were, cutside the ship's vitals.
! The underwater plating would in any case be the
noet vuloerable area.

What are the lessons to be learnt from this
'eptscde? It proves that battleshlpe, however, big
or strongly conetructed, cap be wunk by attack
from the alr. Byt this is not & new lesson. The
"Prince of Wales” and "Repulse’’ had been sunk

PAGES GLUED TOGETHER

in that way iz 1941, a battleship of the American
Navy was destroyed by aircraft in Peari Har-
bour, the "Roma" was blown up by ao alr missile
whlle on the way tc surrender in 1843, and—
although we atill lack full detalls from that
area—it (8 probable that Japanese capital ships
bave succumbed to air attack in the Pacific.
What may be new about the ‘Tirpitz” in that she
wag destroyed by shore-based aircraft armed
only with boembe. Apart from the “Roma,” which
fell a victim to a “Chase-we-Charlie" homb,
nearly all the other capital ships concerned went
down under a combination of bombing and
terpedo-plane attack.

Does this success of the beavy bomb agalnst
what was prebably the toughest battleghip in
the world mark a turning-pelpt in naval war-
fare? In order to frame any scrt of answer ta
that question it s nectssary to examine all the
circumstances of the case. The first polnts one
needs to note are that it haw taker more than
five years of war to achieve this particular result
and that the previous evidence of these fve years
is not noticeably In favour of the air homb, or
indeed air weapon of any kind, as a lethal instru-
ment agalnst the big surface ship. Again, leav-
ing aside the American-Japanese Aghting for lack
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of detailed information, the loss of Britiah, Ger-
man end Italian capital ships haa been due to
the following causes:

‘Royal Oak™ and "Barbam." —Submarine.
*“Hood,"—Guafire,

“Bismarch."—Gun fire from aurface ahipe and
torpedoes from surface ahips and aircraft.

"Graf Spee."—Self-destructlon, following gun-
fire from aurface ships.

“Prince of Wales,” "Repulse,” “Roma* and
“Tirpitz."—Verious forms of air attmck, of
which the “Tirpitz” aslone was by bombs.

Even without counting the “Graf Spee,” air
attack can claim no pre-eminence in the matter
of blg-ehip deatruction.

The third point la that any succesaful attack
must be judged in relation to the state of the
defence. If that be defective, even the most
powerful ahip can be defeated by means that
would not otherwise sufice. For instauee, in the
last war, our British capital shipa were in mortal
danger from underwater attack by reason of
their inadequate sub-division and—in the early
stages of the war—lack of bulges, They were
correspondingly vulnerable io interpal explosion
on account of the Initlal neglect to give them
eificient anti-flaah arrangements.

From these pointe of view, It has to be re-
marked that the “Tirpitz” waa motionless
harbour, had no Aghter cover, no smoke acreen,
and, though there were apparently a few anti-
alrcraft guns on ahore, her maip defence seems
to bave laln with her own anti-pireraft arma-
ment. Her lack of motion deprived her of the
power of taking aveiding action, while it re-
lieved the attacking alreraft of the need for
guesging the unkoown factor of her speed. The
absence of gmoke aléo gave them & clear aiming
point.

The state of her antl-mireraft armament la
more conjectural. Her A A. fire stema initlally
to have been fairly good What one does not
know I8 whether it might bave been better.
The ship had been the object of numercua atiacks
in previous months. Fieet Alr Arm airerafy had
bombed her severely in the apring, and the
RAF, clalmed to have hit and damaged her
twice with 12,000ib. bombe In the two months
before her end. It ig therefors obvlously not

impeoasible that her Are-contre] installation was
in o damaged condition and below full efciancy
when the Lancasiers appemred Be that as it
may, the wntl-aircraft Are did ot prevent the
attacks coming in, with the result that it waa
iteelf quickly put out of attion. Eye-witness
accounta siate that one of the first hits ao
deranged the “Tirpitz's” anti-alreraft equipment
that the subsequent mttackers met [lttle opposi-
tion of any kind,

Aa It existed, therefore, the defence was elearly
quite inaufficlent for its purpose, the “Tirpitz"
being after the frat hit practically u sitting
target for the bombers; though we should not
on that mccount fall to pay tribute to the high
accuracy of the bombing done. The question that
remaing is whether this inferiority of the defence
wag gpecial to the “Tirpitz" or whether 1t should
be ascribed to a recently increased power of the
offence; the Iatier possibility Implying the creh-
tion of new conditions under which we shoud
bave to regard the shore-based bomber aa hab-
ing gained a definite ascendancy over the shiy,

The key to that question ia to be found in
the one other defensive element that was wanting
in the case of the “Tirpitz"—namely, fghter
protection. What difference would it have made
bad it been available? An examination of the
general evidence of the war suggeais that the
difference would have been considerable and
might have been decisive. Reverting to our list
of capital ships destroyed by air attack, it ts
the fact that in every case fighter cover was
absent. That also applies to the “Bigmarck,’
whose end was likewise assisted, if not dete-
mined, by air attapck,

Conversely, there have been numerous oen-
slona when capitsl ships with fighter cover at
their disposal have braved ememy air attask
without fatel consequences. One that comws
readily fo mind ia that of the dash up Chantal

. by the “Scharnhorst" and “Gneisensy,” whish

were accompanied by a strong fighter umbréla
from aerodromes on the French coast as thay
went., They got clear away, '

i.
Just as striking wany the way the British azfl

American capital ships aperated close inghon
doring the Sicilian, Italtan end Normandy land
Ings. Not that Aghtar cover must necessarily
confer complete Immunity., No defence can ever
be regarded as invarlably proof against attmch,
The fact remalos that the only total losses of
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capital ships under alr attack have occurred when
fighter defence has been lacking, while capital
ships with Aghter cover have taken egual risks
without deadly copsequence. Ii seems, there-
fore, fair 1o conclude that had the “Tirpitz" had
{riendly Aghters st hand, ahe would now be
afloat,

Not that Aghter cover is necessarily all-
aufficing by ltsedf. It prohably needa the other
forme of defence to produce the besi reauvlta.
But the fighter is undoubtediy the keystone of
the combination,

Provided, then, that these necessary conditions
are observed, there seema o reason to take a
gioomy view of the big ship's future. There is
80 much drama in the idea of Duvld overcoming
Gollath that most people tend to interpret any
exampie of the ¥ingd in ag sensatiopal a"way as
poagible. It ia Bo much more exciting to claim
that Goliathe are obsolete and that Davide will
be the big shois of the future than asoberly to
estimate that if the Gollaths would provide
themseives with a aling and a stone they wouid
be back In their old position,

There were plenty to declare after 1018 that
the submarine had kilied the battleship. There
has been & similar chorus bn this war that the
pireraft has sounded it8 demth-knell. In point
of comparative cost, there wad more to be sald
for the submarine thesis, since one of these
veagsls coating perhaps £300,000 could dinpose
of 8 battleship of over thirty times ite value.
The disproportion between aireraft and capital
ahip is not ac great. The cost of the Lancasiers
which sank the "“Tirpitz” may have been os
high aa £3,000,000, or ten Umes that of a sub-
marine, while their effective life ia only & small
fraction of that of either aurface or submarine
veasels, The argument from econcmy in favour
of the aireraft a8 eagoinst the ship is apt aa
strong o8 is ofien thought,

Surface ships of some kind we can, as ihings
are now, unquestionably take to be necessary.
I, sa Is never lmposaible, they are superseded
by some ather type of war machine, it will only
be because the latter i able to earry out all
their functions batter than they can themseives.
But alrcraft, as the popular competitor of the

ship, are atill & leng way from possessing the
requisite quallties. They are hampered and limi-
ted by weather conditions to s much greater
extent than the surface vessel. There is now
bardly any weather, even including thick fog,
in which the latter cannot Aght an sctlon. There
are, however, many days in the year when air-
eraft capnot operate. It has been atated that the
Lancasters which aapk the "'Tirpitz" had to walt'
two months for favourable conditions for the
attack. .

The still usegualled operational reliability of
the surface ship gives it a aurvival value which
is uplikely io lapse until aircraft capabilities
have considernbly improved. But what is meant
in this cootext by the term “surlace ship™?
Does it mean the battleship; or is there a pos-
gibility that aircraft bave sufficienily aftered

" the situation that smaller typea will be all that

is necensary ? There are those who already claim
that the aircrafy carrier has become the core of
the fleet and who congequently argue that it has
rendered the battleship obaclete. Are they right?

The best way io arrive at an answer ls to aee
what aurface shipe wouid be seeded to attend
on ithe carrier on the assumption that it Is
indeed the principal Aeet unit. First, it will need
some form of anti-submarine screan againat
the submerged submarine. This calia for des-
troyers, Cruisers it may not require, sinee lin
own aircraft may be able to do the necessary
reconnaisagnce. Where minefleids are to be
apprehended mineaweepers will, however, be an
easential part of the fAeet.

Laatly, there is the question of surface attack.
Carriers, unlike the average surface warship,
which is ready te fight at any moment and to
go on fighting while It ammunition lasts, haa
many Impatent periods. Having no Aghting
power of its own worth talking: about, it is
rendered virtually defenceless when Its bomber
or torpedo planes dre away an the attack, when
they are landing or while they are refuelling
and rearming, and In bad weather when they
cannot take off. At such times the carrier Is
an eany prey te any surface vessal of and above
the large destroyer class that may get within
range.
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It wmuat therefore have a suriace fghting
escort (o preserve it intact against surface
attack during the times when its own aircraft
are unable Lo give it protection. That inevitably
bringa the battleship back into the picture. The
moment there is any question of surface vessela
being needed for surface gun battles, even if
only in protection of the carzier, the traditionsl
competition in eize is set up which bringe larger
and larger vemsels [nto being until practical
‘limits are reached or international agreements
call & halt to the race.

We consequently meem to be back at very
much the same eort of Beet aa we have now.
whether we regard the carrier or the bettleship
ag the primary unit. And to which ahould the
decision go? Will the battleship of the future
be mainly a guard for the carrier? Or will the
carrier’s main job be to provide air protection
for the battleship? The answer to those intrigu-
ing questions, 1 leave to the reader.

To ...
Messrs. Hitler,
Mussolini, ToIo.-

and Coy.

USHER'S

Distinguished among the World's

Finest Hotels

CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY
Phone: B &511

MACHINE TOOLS
WOODWORKING MACHINERY
SMALL TOOLS
ENGINEERS' SUNDRIES

GOODALL & CO. PTY.
LTD.
MACHINERY MERCHANTS
301-305 KENT STREET, SYDNEY
Phane: B 7714 {5 kines)

From ...
STEWARTS & LLOYDS
{Austrakia) Pty, Lid,

*

Mow producing Shells
Imstead of Gas Pipes

BUTTER

BETTER BUTTER —
BETTER BUY IT
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on by a tug as she

berths in Sydney. In the foreground o naval launch awaits mooring lines.

The 35,000 ton battleship iz being nosed into
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“"AN UNRECORDED INCIDENT"-—A Story of Burma

By COL. F. W. DANTELL

“Thakin, may I speak?’ The questioner was
a man of slight build, half Burman, half Indian,
an interpreter to the officer in charge of e small
detachment of mllltary police cccupying 2 palli-
saded post in Upper Burma. This was situated
on & low hill overlooking the village of Minbu
and one of many such on the banks of the
Irrawady during the operations againat the
seattered remnanis of Thebaw's' Army. The
garrison of this post conslsted of a British
Subaltern, one Indian officer and twenty-four
rank and flle, including 8 Sergeant (Havildar)
angd a Corporal (Naick), The Thakln, Master,
addremsed by Msung La, the interpreter, was
asleep on his cemp bed, fully dressed. He had
turned in sl stending after & long dsy's patrel.
and was expecting Maung Le, who, in addition
to kim work as interpreier, was also used for
getting loeal information as to the movements
of the Dacoits, as the broken army was called.
The Dacoits worked in independent bands,
generally under the leadership of one who had
an especlal price on his head on account of
pome murder or outrage. One of such, Boh Shwe
Thet, was a pariicular villein and his gang was
a8 bad as himself. Only three days previously
they had ralded a village ten miles distant for
food and loot, and revenge for information given
to the authborlties by the Headman, The Head-
man had been cructfied and tortured and his
wife and daughter raped and then covered with
oil and burnt alive,

On bearing Maung La's voice, Stewart, the
Subsltern, woke with s start. “Yes, what ie it,
Maung La?

“Your Honour—Boh Shwe Thet was In Minbu
this very night, disguised, but I recognised him
by the mole with three balra on his chin, I
followed him at a distance and he met Theat
Sin Bin, the Headman. They went ta the Ziyat,
an open reat house by the mud weils. 1 crept
neer, and from below I heard them talking,
After much bad telk and threats, Boh Shwe
Thet made him promise to set fire to the Palll-
sade on the mouth, village side, while he, Boh
Shwe That wouwld attack the Pallisade with
twanty men from the north, and the time fxad
wag the third hour after sunrise. There would

be 8 fog at dawn and this would not clear off
untll sbout three hours later, and there was
plenty of erude il in the village, Bobh Shwe
Thet then left and I followed him to the stream,
Chindwin, two miles f[rom bere. A man in &
canoe met him and took bim across, all the boats
and canoes on thia side having been moved to
the other slde, There were men to meet him
a2 be touched the oppomite shore. I could see
all in the moonlight, and they went into the
Pagoda, which is at the top of the river bank.”

Stewart listened to this, looking hard st the
speaker the whale time, but Maung La never
faitersed, and Stewart decided he waa epeaking
the truth, It was 8 gquaint pleture, the bare
room, with split bamboo walle, tesk Boor, the
window glassless and uncurtained, through which
the moonbeams gave all the light and, more-
over, fell direct on Maung La'a kneeling figure.

-Btewart looked at him watch. It was 2 o'clock

a.m.

"Go and tell Hari Singh Jemadar to come to
me at once,” he seid, and when Maung La had
gone on his errand, Stewart sat oo the edge
of his atretcher and put on, hle thinking cap.
He was & lad of few words, but thought guickly.
The war that was sow practically over had
always been 4 Subaltern's war, and the bhoy off-
cers had learnt to rely on themselves and met
quickly. Reinforcements were a luxury that in
most cases had to be dispensed with. “Hit firat
and hit hard” was the system, and “Do ot die”
the motts. They sll “did” snd a good many of
them “died,” but Stewert had been lucky and
bad learnt his lesson in a good school, end by
the time the Jemadsr Hari Singh appeared, he
had his plans made out,

“Jemedar Sabib” sald Stewart, T have heard
that the villagera are golng to try and set fire
ta the Stockade three hours after sunrise, as
soon as the fog Hfts, and that Bob Shwe Thet
in golng to attack us on the north side. The
viliagers will bring up ol onder cover of tha fog,
There 8 only one path they ¢an take carfying
oll jars, so. it won't be diffievlt to prevent that.
How many of the men can awim?™
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“Sahib, we can all swim except the bugler.
Some are good swimmers, nome not so good,”

"Well, choong twelve of the best swimmers gnd
Lance Nalck Ganpat and have them ready for
me in half an hour with full bandgliers, rifles,
bayonets and as few clathes ms posaible. T lenve
bere with them at 3.15 am. We will swim the
little Chindwin and round up the Boh while be
sleeps. You will put six men under the Havllder,
three on the path from the village and three
patrdlllng outside the stocksde In pase any of
the oll carriers get through—don't challenge—
bayonet every man with all or fuel—tie up any
others gquletly, no neise, no firlng. Now carry
on end look slippy.”

As moon 88 the Jemadar had left, Stewart
took off hls ciotbes, reached for him vaseline Jar,
and 8meared himself well with vaseline, slipped
on hia clothea again, fiiled his revolver with
cartridges and hbis flask with whiskey, knelt
down st his streicher and sald his prayers. Then
he went down the stepa and walked to the litele
space used a# a parade ground. Here he found
his party ready and eager, to judge by the look
of the plerclng dark eyes, the mosat distinguish-
able polnt about them in the dim lght of the
now Btitlng moon. There were tweive of them,
four Sikhs, four Rajputs and four Gurkhas,
dresped in khaki tunles and shorts, bandoliers,
beit and bayonets and mnider carbines. The
Ghurkan had each a kukri as well,

In & few words Stewart explained the Hltug-
tion to his little party. '“On reaching the river,”
be said, “we will all undress. You will fanten
your bandollers ln your turbans, sllng  your
boots by thelr laces round your neoks, and carry
your carbines with bayonets fixed in qpe hand,
taking care to keep them dry. It Iy only ahout
& forty yard swlm. On reaching the ather nlde,
Le. Nelek Gurdlt Singh and you two Gurkhas
and you two Sikhe will approach the Pagoda
trom the east mide. I and the remainder will do
the same from the north side. When [ get loto
position T will give the ory of the owl You,
Gurdit Singh, :ﬂl angwer with the same a8 soon
68 you are ready. Count ten after your and
then rush in, bayonetting anyons you leec:yxmpt
the Phongys, priests, tle them up. There ought
to be two of them.” He then told the Jemadar
ta glve him the flag halyard from the Aag-atafy,
and, having colled K. seld: “Now ‘Ranl shaib
Bahadur & jai' (Vistory ta our Queen), In single
fle from the right, quick march” The remain-

der of the little garrison standing by, muttered
ip a low grow): “Stewart Sahib Behadur ki Jul”
(Victory to our Stewart Sahld). The sentry at
the gate, a Ghurka, grinned o farewell, and the
little band of brothers stole into the night, ready
and willing to fight or dle for their Queen and
thelr officer. They all loved the lad and truated
bim impHeitly. This was by no menns thelr first
experionce of his fearless and sometimes rash
tactics, but "Do or die” was thelr motto and his.

The path st first was across the glacis, »
cleared space sbout 200 yards wide round the
stockeds, Then it took them through lew sorub
down blil til) they reached the main track to the

. Tiver. Kesping close to the jungle at the side of
the track they moved quickly and noiselessly.
The ground was damp with dew and the morning
fog wae beginning to rise. They reached the
river' bank without any mishap. The Dacoits,
trusting to the river to proiect them, and think-
Ing thelr whereabouts were wnknown 0 the
Stockade garrlson, hed put out no sentry on the
south side of the river. As they neared the
river the fog thickened, snd on the bank and
over the river was very dense. Here thew un-
dressed, leaving their belts, cothes and bayonet
scgbbnrdu hidden in mome bushes. Stewart un-
coiled the light rope, held one end snd hin
revolver in bis right hend and told each man
as be entered the water to do Iikewise. In this
way they could maintaln touch when swimming.

Stewart went in Arst, the reat followed about
& yard and a half apart, Le, Nalek Gurdit Singh
was the last to enter. For the Arat ten yards
they were mble to wade =nd then the water
deepened and one by one they swam, side atroke,
right arm above the water. The stream was
fairly swift and they were carried down & Lttle,
and a8 they neared the opposite bank a backwash
bronght them upatream a few yards. Every-
thing so far bad gone well. What little noise
they mpde was drowned by the nolse of the
atream, which, a Httle lower down, poured iato
A bywash used for turning s ewsall’ mill.

Curlous and ghostly thay wmust have logked
as each gieaming body emerged from the watsr,
and all allent es Death, The river bank on which
they now mssembled consisted of 5 narrow atrip
of grasa and seruh) and above & cllff of lime-
Bione about eighty fest high. On the top of
this Y overlooking the river was perched a
smell Pagoda, bullt by some devout Burman ta
Acquire merit. It consisted of g platform gix
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feet above the ground mnd on this, leaving &
verandah space of eight feef, rose the wslls of
the building, with entrances, no doore, on three
siden. The roof rose in tiers, the uppermoast tler
capped with a small silver bell, which tinkled
a8 the wind swung it to and fro. The interior
consist.d of a room oo the south side with an
entrance on to the remainder of the interior,
which was practically & hall, with the fgure of
Buddah, seated, on a raised dais on the north
side and fecing inwards. There was a apace of
five feet between the back of the figure and
the north entrmnce. The interior of a Burmsa
temple is practically always the same, but
Stewart- knew this particular one well, and elso
the Phorgyi, or priat, in charge.
able to give bin Inatructions to the Lance Naik,
lenving him to act a8 circemetances called {for.

There were two paths leading to the Temple
from the beach, ope a little to the right of
where the party fanded, and the other about
80 yards further to the left. The Lance MNalck'a
party, having gquickly put on and laced up their
boots, these and & smal) loin cloth being their
sole sartorinl sdornment, moved off allently,
keeping on the grass and as close to the cliff
an posaible. A few seconds lnter Stewart led his
party up the path to the left, preceded by two
Gurkhas, who were some three yards in advance.
The path was only three feet wide, very rough
with loose piecea of limestone, and slanted up
the cliff at & steep slope, with & zig-zag turn
half way ep. The fog wss very thick, three
yirds being the limit of visibility.

As the leading Gurkha reached the turn, he
looked cactiously round the corner. It was well
he did o, for at that moment a-challenge rang
out, followed immedlately by s shot, which went
harmiessly into spacs, and ratregting gteps were
heard bhurrying up the path, The shot had
answered its purpose nevertheless, for at ance
there were sounds of movement in the Temple
above.

The Gurkhas  dashed wfter the retreating
Dacoit, followed by, the rest of the party, with
Stewart at their bend and an ppch man resched
the top he maved out to the left of his comrade
in front. Stewart gave them a few seconds to
get their wind und then jed them at the double
towards the Temple only a few yards away.
Shots pow rang onf from in front, but this did
not stop him, and in 8 few seconda he and the
two neareat Sepoys charged up the steps of the

He was thus '
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Temple. As he did so & dab, or heavily weightsd
knife, whizzed past him, cutting him on theg arm
a8 it sped. Now the remainder of Stewart's
party were all on the verandeh and a hand-to-
hend fight was in progress, bayonets againat
dahs. Two of his men were down when there
was a shout: “Stewart Sahib ki jai” on his left,
and the Lance Naick's men joined in the tray,
taking the Dacoits in Aank and rear. What was
left of the Dmcoits vanished as they dropped
off the verandah, and, inviaible in the fog, saved
themaelves in Bight.

Stewart then sent the Lance Naick and three
men back to the beach as hard aa they cauld
Eo to prevent the boats being moved. Omne wWhs
already nnder way, the sound of paddies atriking
the water told him this. The question now was:
kad Bho Shwe Thet escaped? A careful eXAm-
ingtion was made of the killed and wounded,
of which there werp six dead and fve more
badly wounded. The third mar exsmined had
the tell-tale mole mnd three huirs on his chir,
wnd this wes good enough to identify him for
the present,

The old Phoagye and his Neoph were fo
tied up to.their atring cots, a‘:adyts;skin;f:ﬁg
fear, but the old man wax reasgured whepn he
heard Stewart’a voice teiling him that it was all
over &nd he had nothing to fear, Stewart's
wound wae not asrious, but he had Joat quite g
lot of blood. His arm was scon bandaged with
8 plece of turban cloth, snd of his fuithicl
8epoys, ane was dead god the other had a nagty
cut nbove the knee, Of the other party, one man
had lost & fnger, and this was the only casnalty.

In the meantime, the Lance Naick had not
been idle. He found three long cances and one
gmall one tled up to the bank. He pent one of
his men In the amall one to feteh over the
clothing left on the south bank. The man was
no boatmap, but he managed to effect o landing
on the south shore not far from where the
clothes had been left, and in g short time he
transported them to the north shore pud Stewart
and his men were gind 1o get into their uniforms
once again. It can be pold in Upper Burma in
the month of December and there in aiways a
chance of a go of ague after g chill, but In
the excitement of the attack and the fight no
one had woticed the coid, but now it was 8
different matter, and both Stewart pnd his men

were glad of the protecton that thi
Tere Bl at even thin khaki

The dead Dacoits were frst earried down &
the boats, and then the wounded, and as non:
of these could walk wll this took some time.
The 8un was well up by the time the little com-
pany reached the south bank, but the fog still
held, nat as thick gs it had been, but enough
to jewel the beards and moumiaches of the
Sepoys with dew and, ineidentally, to sosk thelr
clothing. So, leaving three mep in charge of the
dead_and wounded, Stewart hurried off the
remminder back to the stockade, which they
resched withont further incident in Jess thas an
hour. As they reached the glacls, the Jemadar
came out to meet them with o face wreathed
in smilea,

Hin report, told to Stewart later as the Intter
was euting m well-earned breakfast, was that
nothing had happened, no ope came rear the
stockade, and the Interpreter Maung La was
missing. Just as he had Anished speaking, Maung
La appeered, and on being told to explain, gave
the following atory:

“Thakin, T heard the orders you gave to the
Jemidar, wnd I was very mueh afraid for the
Headman Theat 8&in Byn. I love his daughter,
Myn Pway, and I knew she would think that I
bed lald information agalnst her father, sa I
teit very sorry for mysel, and after you hmd
gone 1 siipped out and ran to the Headman's
house. Arriving there, 1 woke up Theat Sin
Byn and told him thet you kuew all sbout Boh
Shwe Thet and the plan to set fire ta the stock-
ade. T told him he need have no fear of the
Beh, as the Thakin would certainly teke ateps
to pratect him and his family, pnd the best thing
for him to do would be to keep goiet and do
nothing. I maid I would plead with Stewart
Thakin for him and would do my best to save
him from tronble.”

“Very good," said Stewart. “You have at any
rate saved probably qulte a lot of bloodshed, put
some of the Dueoits escaped wnd if it becomes
known that you gave their show awny it will
;ot be plem:;t far you, 8o walk warlly and keep

our eyes and ears open. You can now &nd

bring Theat Sin Byn to me In an ggur’l time.
[ shall want him io idenilfy the killed and
prisoners,”
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At midday the heliograph &t the stockade
fashed out the newa to Miniah, where the head-
quarters of Stewari’s Batiallon lay:

s Attacked Boh Shwe Thet's camp this morn-
Ing . . . Our casualties, one killed, three wounded,
dolng well. Boh Shwe Thet killed and fve
Dacolts ditto , . . five Dacolis wounded, please
send escort for Wwounded prisoners mnd one re-
inforcement to replace Sepoy Naraln Bing, No.
2345, kiiled,”

And so ended another corecorded incident in
the Subaltern’s War. But if you are ever sitting
on the stepa of the Silver Bell Pagods ut_duak
locking east across the Irrawaddy, splitting

with the Phongy. ask him for the story
ahout the famous Dacolt, Boh Shwe Thet, and
the ten naked deviis who appeared out of the
mists and sent his soul to the place where such
souls go,

(Burmma, at the moment, being very much in
the limefight, this episode may be of intlcreat
as 8 “Commando” incident in the late B0'a of
the last century, after the Burmese War and
the removal of King Thebaw. The namea aré
fictitous, but in the main the story is according
to facts.)

WAR SAVINGS
CERTIFICATES

SEA CADET NOTES

N.L.T.D. “WARREGO"
(Qale Strect, Weolwich,
Commamding Ofoer: H. G. COLLISON

During the t month some of the foundation
members of tl;’i.: company paid us a visit whilst
on leave from active service. They were Lieg-
tenant Jack Driver, W/0. Hay Collison, 8/8gt.
Joe Driver, of the ALF, and L/8. Jim Nieml_er.
of the R.AN. To these gallant men we wish
the very best of hick in the future.

+ Trainlng sctivity at Woolwich is back 13 ftr;ll
awing again, particularly in boatwork, o ]
pailing ¢crew has been preparing for the coming
regatias with our aister depots.

Ax the Life Saving Examinationa &re now over
the old pre-war tralning method ia being Te-
introduced into our depot, and haa so far proved
succemiul.

Seversl skeleton camps have been held at the
depot by working partles during the paat month.
The work dons by these ratings ia highly com-
mendable and the removal of a large atump
from the vicinity of the depet is one of thelr
latest projects.

r. Duvies, from Lane Cove, has promised ua
anuoaknunt:rins wheel amd s life belt with
N.LT.D. "WARREGO” painted on-it. Both ar-
ticles will be found moat useful snd be greatly
appreciated by the depot.

Plans for the extension of our depot are now
well under way. These extensiope will inclode
s seamen's mess and aleeping querters. We
hope to get It completed In the guickest possaible
time 50 that the matings may enjoy their recres-
tion i thelr own quariers.

Mr. Lithgow has been working very hard on
forming & committee to raise funds ft?r this
bulling, and our hearty thanks go to him and
his supporters.

On Saturday, the 27th Jasoary, = “Muanual
of Semmanship,” Volume II. was presented to
Lieutenant Ward by the skip's company to show
their apprecistion for the work he has done for
them over the lamt twelve months.
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N.LT.D. “VICTORY"
North Sydney.

Commanding Officer: J. A. WILLIAMS.

On Baturday, 3rd February, a conference of
officeras was held in the C.0.'s office to consider
the promotion competitiona and games between
the dariois companles of N.L. Sep Cadets. Those
preasent included Mesars, J. A. Willama and
Green, representing 'Victory” Depet: E. Barten,
C.0., "Vendetia" Depot, Manly and Second QM-
cer Kelso; H. Collison, C.0., “"Warrego” Depot,
Woolwich; and G. B, Smith, C.0., “Beatty”
Depot, Domein, The CO. “Australla™ Depot,
Gladesville, was gnable te stiend and aent an
apology. -

The Governing Body of the Navy League and
the Sea Cadet Corps in N.S.W. was represented
by Captain Beale.

Asn & result of the confergnce, It ia expected
that inter-company competlticns will he rve-
establisbed without gndoe delay.

"Victory" cficera and cadets compliment Petty
Officer Q'Connor, of "Vendetta,” for hia fine
address over the air on the occaslon of “Aua-
tralia" Day parade in Sydney.

C.P.O. {writer) McBtay, has been promoted
for his good wozk In the Writers' Dept.

The reacit of our laat ¢rickst meich ageinst
“Warrege" Depot appears eleewhere. It was a
most enjoyable game and appreciated by all
those who took part. Rowing and aalling races
and fleld games againat cadeta of cther units do
much te promote goed fellowship and are greatly
favoured by the cadets of "Victory” company.

Sixteen years old cadets demiring to join the
Merchant Navy must register their aames at
the Shipplng Offce.

N.L.T.D. “VENDETTA”
Commanding Oficer: E, BARTON

Since my last report, “Activity” hes been in
full swing at cur Depot, and does not lock lke
stopping. We commenced 1045 full of enthusiasm
and we are loocking forward to continued
prosperity.

Mr. Marah, our First Aid Officer, together with
our new Second Officer, Mr H. Kelno, late of
“Nelson,” have had a very busy time in cors-
mencing Physical Culture Tralning,

Each ¢adet. has been medically overhauled and
full particulara of each have been taken, vig,
Name, Age, Height, Weight, Chest aprmal and
expanded. A system record has been adopted
of esch cadet and a further purvey will be
taken in three months time ln order to see what
improvernent has taken place after having par-
taken of this P.T. course.

Parentes will be notified should any cadet
require medical attention, and alse¢ of what
improvement has taken place mince training
comtenced.

It ia felt sure that time spent on this course
will be very beneficial to ogr cadets,

In response to an invitatlon from the O.C, s
large number of parents attended the depot
recently when the decisions reached at the con-
ference of officers held recently, relative to the
welfare of the Company were discussed,

It was decided to form s committee, and the
following ladies and gentlemen were elected:
President, Mr, 3. A, Simmops; Viee Presidents,
Mrs. Reeve, Mr. Alston; Committee, Meesrs.
Quirk, Thyr, Dexter, Mesdames Potisr, Love-
grove, Carter, Cousins and McGill; Hon. Treas.,
Mrs. Reeve.

We are very much indebted to the following
for donations. Mra. Reeve, s beautiful fArst aid
outt and sundry other items; Mrs. Gonsolove,
£1/1/~ Mr, Alston, 10/-; Wellwisher, 2/-; Mr.
E. M, Quirk, wrestling mat; also promised is a
winch from snother wellwinher.

On behalf of the entire Company, the C.O.
thanks you very much. Your gifts and dona-
tions mre very much spprecisted. Meetings will
be held st regular intervals,

Qur boat is belng made good use of each
week-end. Crews are taken out and given plenty
of rowing, benefitting them very much.

On Friday, 26th Janunary, in ¢company with
“Victory," we nitended the “Auvstralia Day"
celebrations held in Martin Piace. It ls very
plessing an an observer to state that the Nuwy
Lengue catrled out its part in m very creditable
mayner. P/0. Bob O'Comnor, of '"Vendettan,”
was the apeaker on behalf of the Navy League
Sea Cadet Corps mnd wan the first member of
the Youth Organisations to face the “mike,”
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Beb, although very nmall, surprised everyone,
and bis nddress was saappy and effective. He
was glven & great round of applause from the
many bundreds of listeners present.

it has been decided tkat on the Arat purade
of each month new reeruits will be enrolled wnd
if deemed satisfactory at the ead of tke month
application for permits for uniforma and coupons
will be applied for.

Mr, Langbridge, cur popular Chief Officer,
bas undertaken the dutiea of looking after the
clerieal work, sdvising the writers, L/S. Fergu-
son and A. B. Mills, how to do the books, ete.
Mr, Kelso, Second Officer, and Mr. Perse, Third
Officer, will attend to the training of cadets
each Saturday afternoon. Mr, Marsh will be
fully occupied with his Arst aid class and the
0.C., E, Barton, will be free t¢ continue with
improvementa to the property, aa it is hoped to
enlarge It to double its size.

We are hopeful of holdiag a lerge camp si
Newport during the Easter school kolidaya.

N.LT.D. “AUSTRALIA"
10 Willam Street, Henley
Comnmanding Officer: W. L. HAMMER, S5.8.D.
{Notes contributed by Chief Officer Oisen)

The Officera and Skip's Company wish 0 take
the opportunity to welcome on board our new
Commanding Officer, Mz, W. L. Hammer, 8.5.D.

This officer replacea our previous C.0., who
recently tendered his resignation to  bead.
guarters.

Mr. Hamraer wasa the first officer to be selected
in New South Wales to take cormand of the
Navy League Sea Cadets, and the “Ship's Corn-
pany” feel it a very great hooour to have him
a8 their Commanding Officer.

Already he has made a very deep impression
with the “ship's company,” where he bas already
achieved much popularity.

Under kis command much progreas is antici-
pated, and we all extend to him ¢ur sincere
devotionl and loyalty,

Our recent."shore party" to Crenge proved
to be an overwhelming succeas.

Sleeplng quarters and messlng conditions were
excellent, and the Army went to no amount of
trouble t¢ make us comfortable.

The people of Orange provided the ratings
with hoapitality that would do honour to royaley.

Per medium of our journal, may we extend
to all those wonderful people the deep apprecia-
tion and sincere thanks of one and all

It is hoped that another trip can be arranged
batk to Orange in the near future, which is
eageriy looked forward te by "all handa.”

We were recently honoured by the wisit of
two English ters, coe of whom was a member
of the League in England. Both proved to be
very popular indeed with the ratlags.

They both latend to revialt our depot shortiy
and rig our wirelesas for training purposes.

Chaplain C. Craven-Sands, HM.A.S. “Rush-
cutter,”" and attached to our depot, recently
epent an glternoon lecturing the “ship’s com-
pany"” oo naval routine, which proved very
instructive and intereating indeed

We were nlso very pleased with the visit of
Capt. W. W, Beale, O.B.E., of Headquarters, who
inspected the entire “ship’s company™ and depot.

Mrs. Forsyth was presented with the Navy
Lesgue lape! badge by Capt. Beale, which is
identical to that presented to Lady Keyea wife
of Admiral of the Fleet, Lord Keyes,

All ranks wish to extend a weltome to Mr.
Hodge, ex member of the Military Forces, who
will act in the capacity of drill instructor. He
will ind ample scope for this kind of work, and
we wisk him every success.

Appolntments: Mr, Hodge to be Warrant O%-
cer on probation as from 17/2/45.

Confirmathons: Acting Petty Officers Bullen,
P. and McLeod, K. to Petty Officers, 3/2/45.
Acting Leading Se¢amen Evans, R., Irving, W.
to Leading Seamen, 3/2/45. Acting Supply Rat.
ing Munce, E. to be Supply Rating, 3/2/45.

Promotiena: Second Officer W. Olsen to be
Chief Officer on probation as from 3/2/45. War-
rant Officer A, Wheeler to be Second Officer on
probation, 3/2/45. Leading Seaman Myers, N.
to Acting Petty Officer Shipwright on probation,
3/2/45. Able Seamen Angel, R., Tsplin, S.,
Ward A, to be Actlng Leading Seamen on pro-
bation, 3/2/45.

Fabrsary, 104
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RA.N. CREWS FOR BRITISH FLEET

Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser inspects men of the

AN, corvettes which have been joined o5 o

flotilla to serve with the British Pacific Fleet.
{ Auwstralian official photogruph. )
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CRICKET

“yiotasty'' Dapot v. “Warrego” Depot
«Warrege" 1st Innlnge

Colltson, bowled Lovett

Dundas, bowted Loveit ... .

Herrison, bowled Lovett . . ... .
Meldrum, caught snd bowled Wright
Yuile. caught and bowled Street . .
Ksble, bowled Chifflns .. ... -
wWilson, bowled Street ... ... ... . oo
Davies, howied Lovett, caught Bilton
Buzkley, bowled Street e
Cowham, csught snd bowled Lovett . ..
Hurpleon, not out . . .

Byes ...

l - MNOHMOUHOMG

24

“Warrego' Z2od Innings

Callison, bowled Wright

Dundss, bowied Wright ... .. ..
Harrison, caught and bowied Lovett
Meldrum, atumped Bilton, bowied Morgan
Yuile. bowied Morgan ... - - - =
Kable, bowled Loveit .. . . - .
Wilscn, ceught and bowied Bagden ... -
Davies, bowied Wright .. o wor o e
Buckley, bowled Street ...
Cowham, bowled Street
Harrison, oot out

“Victory" Depol lst’ Innings

Chiffins, bowied Collison ..o cor oee oon [
Fields, bowled Colllson ... ..o e o
Gtreet, bawled Coliison ... . -
Lovett, hit wicket
Blitots, LB, e s e wre men e e "
Wwright, bowied COIBGE oom e wser weme e o
Baden, bowled Collison ... ... .o v o .
Sincinir, caught and bowied Harvison . ...
Williams, bowled Harrison ... ..o oo oeowe
Shaw, bowled Collison
Owens, bowted Collison ..

-
O =3 = O

& b3 BDCB R e OF

"Yictory” Depot 2nd Innings

Chiffins (Morgan, BUB) e e e e e 0
Fielda, caught Bilbon . . - - - 1
Sireet, caught and bowied Collsog - .. ... 4
Laovett, caught Collison ... ... o 42
Rilton, csught and vowied Colltson . 2
Wright, stumped Collison, bowled Williama 10
Baden, bowled Collisor ... TR, |

Sinclair, howied Collison .. .. IR
Williams, run out .. . 0
Shaw, bowied Harrison .. ... .. oo oo 7
Owens, caught Meldrum, bowled Colilaon . 4

21

"Victory” Depot beat “Warrego' by T6 runme.
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a WATCHDOG of National and imperial
security, :

an ENEMY of apathy in all muﬂer;
naval and maritime,

a TRAINER of the citizens of 'I'o-rnorrow;

. a PRESERVER of our glorious sea
heritage.
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Message to the Navy Leagué“ from

The Rt. Hon. WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, M.P.
Prime Minister and Minister for Defence

WARMLY congratulate the Navy League on reaching its 50th

Anniversary. This comes at a time when much for which the
Navy League struggled has been achieved, and when the power
and prestige of the Royal Navy is in the flush of victorious war.
But this does not mean that the work of the Navy League is done.
It will never be done. When peace comes it will be their task to
keep ever present in people’s minds the hard lessone which this
war has taught us, and to remind them of the unbreakable links
that bind our Navy into the lite of Britain and the British Empire.

Message to the Navy League from

Admiral of the Fleet, Sir Andrew Cunningham,
Bt., G.C.B., D.S.0.
First Sea Lord of the Admiralty

VI\HE Navy and the country are indebted to the Navy League
for its invaluable work in constantly reminding the public
of the importance of maintaining an adequate Navy in peace time
and in preparing the youth of the country for service in the Navy.

The foresight of the Navy League has heen vindicated by
events and we can now appreciate the inestimable value of its
work. Since we are in no position to guarantee continual peace,
and, as far as we can foresee, the security of the Empire must
continue to depend on adequate control of the seas, the work of
the Navy League will be just as important after the war as in
the past.
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THE PRICE OF VICTORY

HOW BRITISH
By SIR ARCHIBALD

No one who studies the White Peper enlitled
“Slatistics Relating to the War EfforL of the
United Kingdom'" would came to the coaciusion
Lthat every phase of our war effort, end of the
war efforta of ell the Allies who subseguently
ranged themselves by our side, had depended,
from the first, on ships--ships of commerce,
protecied on their lawful occasion by ships of
wgr-—r Lhet in the mosL eriticel mooths of
the mtruggie those ships were meinly British
ghips, for in thet period thiz couatry stood
alone, Even well wishing frienda in other coun-
tries, reglising that we were svrrounded by Lhe
gean aad thet Lthoae pean wero infested hy enemy
U-boats and were being pelrolled by enemy air-
craft carrying deadly bomba, had litde hope
that we could swrvive the ordeal. The Germans
with, a8 many peopie Lthought, justlfication, con-
cluded that they could reduce us to e atate of
starvation as 8 preliminary to invasion.

The White Paper opens with facts and Agures
about the mobilleation of Lhe country's man
power ead woman power and s description of
the work that these men and women have done,
bul no siresa is laid on the fact that they could
not have lived and would kave had nothing on
which to work if ships. menned by intrepid
seamen, had not kept the seas in spite of all
the enemy could do, 30,000 of themm making the
great sacrifice. The mecond Bection of the
White Paper is concerned with “home produc-
. tion"—neval construction, ground munitions,
aircraft, raw materials, agriculture and fisher-
ies—all of theae, except the last, needing shipa
for the carrlage of supplies, for we could not
have buill men-o-war unless merchant shipa had
been Evailable for bringing in lo our poris cres
and .other things which go to ke making of
battleships, cruwisers, alreraft. carriers, dea-
troyers ot eacort vessels.

Lesa than two pages of the sixty-four which
make up the White Paper deal with shipping
and. shipbuilding. Yet it waa our ahips and our
shipbuilding facilities which saved not only ihis
country but every freedom-loving natlon from
defeat. If, when the German armies had over-

SHIPPING HAS PAID FOR IT

HURD, in “The Navy"

run practically the whole of Euvrope and by air
1aids of unparsleled fury were (rying to blasl
British induslry to extinclion, the sea com-
munications of this island people, then main-
tained almost exclusively by British merchant
ahips guerded by British men-of-war gnd British
aircralt, had been severed, the wer would heve
been over: Hitler would have reelised his smbi-
tion of dictating peace in London, and he would
Lhen have becn able Lo lurn his ettention Lo Lhe
Amecrican coutinent, while Jepan carried out
her programme of aggression in and about the
Pacific Ocean.

Everything depended on 6,722 shipa under
the Red Ensign, of which just over 2,000 smaller
ones—ranging from 100 gross 1ona (o 2,000 gross
{ona—were auitable only o nevigate coastal
walers or, under Lhe preeaure of necessity, the
Nerrow Seas. The Germens, who were then
mobilising armiea of unparalleled atreagth, must
have thought it no difficelt matter to aink theae
ships in & short time, thus laylng the foenda-
tiona of victery, Hitler hed declared, "The day
of Britain's might ol pea is paat. Ailrerafl end
U-bogts have turned aurface feets into the
obsolete pieythings of the wealthy democrecies.
They sre no longer a se¢rious weapon in decisive
werfure.” The German High Command accepted
thel dicium as fina). Every British man-of-war,
in apite of ite defensive-offenaive powers, would
be sunk, sad if warships built for the violence
of war could thus be swept off the sess, what
chance hed from 5,000 to 6,000 frail merchant
ships, without means of defence, of remaining
efcat ? .

The Germana had studied the recordsa of the
First Worid War. They had improved their
U-boais, giving them greater radiva of action,
more deadly torpedoss and more powerfyl guns,
egnd they had crented a great fleet of hombing
gireraft. They sent their U-boais and bombers
out on the trade routes o await the declaration
of war, whereas the British Mercantile Marine,
ea they knew {rom the reporta of their agents,
wes without the aembiance of dafence. Looking
back on events, is it surprislag that they reaghed

Mareh, 1945
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the conclusion that, in spite of all the heroic

efforta of the Royal Navy, 75 per cent. weaker

than in 1918, they would in no long time suc-

ceed in Lheir objective, the culting of the sea

;::Jmn:unicsll‘on; of the people of the British
es?

In their caleulations the Germans failed (o
teke sccount of one factor—the courgge, akill
and endurance of British aesmen, those serving
under the Red Ensign. as well a8 those under
U_‘]e White Ensign, nor did they imagine thel
airerglt, Aying from Brilgin, could lntervene in
the Batlle of Lhe Seas, opereting within a few
meonths far out in the Aullantic sad over the
Bay of Biscay, as well ag over the Nesr Seas.
Whet happened completely upset their plana. In
l_he fGrst place. they had under-estimeled the
tme which it would take to mobilise Britigh
shipping for war, providing the vessels with
armaments, training the crews in their use, gad
orgealsing convoys of shipa of war and aircrafi.
Ts it to be supercritical of the White Peper 10
seggesl that some such picture ashould have
been presented to ila readera?

The White Paper 13 nevertheless of greal
value, for it shows the price which Britleh ship-
ping paid beiween the openlng of the war gnd
the end of 1843, for the victory which ia now
only just over the hovizon of time—the BUmmMer
of 1843, at the latest, according Lo the eatimete »
of the Prime Miniater. The White Paper con-
laing perticulara of the number aa well as the
tonnage of British, Allled and newirs) veascls
sunk in the Battle of the Seas, fought 8ll the
Ume in ell weathers and on all the eos:

it will be seen Lhat In the early stages of th
Battle of the Seas the main iurdaegn of th:
struggle fell on British shipping. Between the
opening of the wer &nd ‘the end of 1830, 158
ships under the Red Ensign were sunk, aa
compered wilh 17 under Allied Bags and 148
belonging to neutrels, while in the succeeding
twelve months the respeciive losses were T28—
201--416: the 1841 loases were 892—344—183,
anc! then the bslence of lomses shifted to the
Al!led fiags. Emphasis ia laid on numbers of
ships and not on lonaege, But the enemy
uttacked not tong bul wnits of ons. In 8 shoot.
ing gallery at & country falr one aims not at
80 many ounces of china, but at 80 many deli-
cale veses. In the Baltle of the Seas the
Germansg scl oul to destroy ships end not tons,
They kept their record of 'successes in lons,
because such steliatics were most likely Lo im-
presa the German people and glve them the
Impression that they were winning the Battle
of the Seas. Butin the British Tndes the import-
ant metter was not 8o much the tonnege sunk
as the aumber of ships which were sent to the
holtom of the seas with their precious cargoes
of food sad rew meterialy 1o ensble v to live
and make munitions.

As lhe destruciion continued on the sess, the
work of replacing the losses went on In ahip-
yards and engine shope. Avoiding the error of
the First World War. when merchant ahipbuild-
g WEB controlled by emeleura, who made an
unholy mesa of it uatil the Ieie Lord Pirie hed to

LOSSES OF MERCHANT SHIPS FROM ALL CAUSES*
(Vessels of all Tonnapes)

British
No. Thoussnd Ne.
gross tons
1539, Sept. to Dec. . ... 158 488 17
1840 . .o ol 728 2,725 201
1845 . . ... BG2 3.047 344
42 . L 182 3,683 8987
1943 361 1678 388

2,821

11,643 1,837

Allled Noutral Total
Thouwsand No. Thousand No. Thousand
Eross tons groas tona Eroas tons

L] 148 3T 323 935

822 416 1,002 1,345 4,549
1,269 183 347 1,415 4,603
4,384 B0 248 1859 . 8338
1,885 83 B2 812 3,646

v 8491 500 2,027 5758 22,81

*The Ggures of losses relate to ihe period ln which the | i
I oages occurred. The I
enemy -action and marine risk. T Jommes T
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be called in to bring order out- of chaos, the
1ask of mobilising cur shipbuilding facilities was
entrusted to experis, with Sir James Lithgow
and Sir Amoa Tyre, two distinguished ship-
builders, at the head. The industry was just
emerging from the longest and worsi depres-
mion ever pxperienced when the war opgned; in
particular, it was short of craftsmen. In one
pre-war year (1935}, though facilities existed
for building ships of 2,000,000 tone, the output
fell to 113,000 tons. In these circumstances,
what did the sahipbuilding indusiry, in fact,
achieve? Thia is the official pummary:

“The tonnage of merchant vessels consiructed
in the United Kingdom in the years 1840 to
1943 averaged nearly one-Afth more than in the
years 1915 to 1818, Many of these vemsels were
of types mpecially designed to meet particular
operational and other war needs, such as carry-
ing and lifting very heavy and awkward cargoes,
and were not adaptable to methods of mass con-

- struction. Aa Ip the case of naval vessels, war
experience called for an increasing complexity
of armament and special equipment. This pro-
gramme waa carried out io apite of the heavy
demands of essentisl naval shipbuilding
(1,907,077 displacement tons were built in order
to At the Royal Navy for ita great task}, the
dificulties of the black-out and the very large
volume of repair work of all kinds, Repairs to
merchant vessels absorbed more than balf the
map power avallable for merchant work; this
was due to damage caused not only by enemy
action, but algo by the abnormal weather met
with in the high latitudes frequented by convoyn
tc and from Narth America and Russia. At
one period the amount of merchant ghipping in
hand for repair was over 2} million gross topa.”

When bouqueis are being Bung to all apd
sundry after the war, it may be hoped that those
associated with the shipplng and shilpbullding
industries will not be forgotten.

THE VALUABLE SUBORDINATE

There ia no more valuable aubordinate than
the man to whom you can give a piece of work
sod then forget It, in the confident expectation
that the next time it i8 brought to your atten-
tion it wlil come In the form of a report that
the thing has been done. When this self-reliant

quality is joined to executive power. loyalty and
commonsense, the resuit is a map .whom you
csn trust. '

On the other hand, there ia no greater Duis-
ance to & man Leavlly burdened with the dlrec-
tion of affairs than the weak-backed assistant
who is continually trying to get his chief to do
his work for him, on the feeble plea that he
thought the chisf would like to decide this or
that himself. The map to whom an executive
is moat grateful, thy man whom he will work
nardest and value moat, is the map wWho accepis
respanaibility willingly.

' RUY AND HOLD
WAR SAVINGS
CERTIFICATES

THE NAYY LEAGUER JOURNAL

FOLEYS
SUPERFINE

BUTTER

BETTER BUTTER —
BETTER BUY IT

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN
NAVAL COLLEGE

*

CADET MIDSHIPMEN are required for the Royal Australi
Naval College, Flinders Naval Depot, Victoria. Y aetrine

Every Australian boy who attains the age of 13 years during
:lI;ips!ycalendar year, and who is physically it, is eligible to

A q!mlﬂying examination is held in September in the following
subjects:—Arithmetic (Elementary), Geometry, FEnglish
History, Geography, and ONE, but not more than one, of thé
follo?'ing:—-Arithmetic (Harder), Algebra, Latin, or French.
Candidates who qualify at the Edocational! examination will
be medically examined and interviewed by s Committee of
Officers. Those selected will join the Naval College in January

next for a- four years' course before bein ;
Officers for sea service. ] g appointed as

Full particniars and application forms may be obtal
any af the following:— ' y tained from

The Staff Officer (Reserves), 44 Bridge Stree .
The Secretary, Navy Office, Melbournge. S.C.l.t, Sydney
The Naval! Officer in Charge, Brisbane,

The Naval Officer in Charge, Port Adelaide.

The Naval Officer in Charge, Fremantle.

The Naval Officer in Charge, Hobart.

The closing date for applications is 15th June. .

Navy Ofce,
Departwent of the Navy,

MELBOURNE.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER
OF SOUTH AFRICA

(PATRON IN CHIEF OF THE NAVY LEAGUE, 8.A)

“"We in South Africa have come to realise how
dependent we are on the men of the ses. Neces-
rities have been brought in an unending Btream
by the Merchant Navy; the Royal Navy has
guerded our coasts and ahipping lanes from
the enemy; ard our own Naval Forces have
hunted the foe by day and by night. We
owe 8 great debt of gratitude to these men who
have ¥ept our country comparatively iree from
waat. Moat of us resfise this but there are
others who are unmindful of this debt. There-
fore, 1 welcome this opporiunity not only of
expressing my profound gratitude to these sail-
ors, but also of bringing some apects of Navy
Week to the attention of my fellow citizens.

“This year twenty-four funda which work for
the weliare of seamen in this country bave
combined in order to ralse half & millionh pounds
which will be devoied to the care of these men
wherever they may be. Tt is essential that this
work should continue. The welfare of the men
of the aes im vital to the efficiency of the war
effort.

“Port Elizabeth, a3 well as our larger sea-
pott towns, has 8 magnificent record of achieve-
ment in providing comflorts for these men once
they reach our shores. Thousands of volun-
1ary workers have unetintingly given of their
time to run clubs snd canteens; to make sheep-
thin coats and other garmente; to arrange holi-
days inland for the sailors and genersaliy to
malie their short spefls ashore memorable.

“Every day men in the Arctic seas as well
as men in the tropice, have chuse to remember
our country with gratitude. The seiflcss ser-
vice rendered by our naval voluntary workers
is spoken of in every corner of the globe. But
they cannot make bricks without straw. You,
the people of South Africa, can glve them the
meahs to make the sailors’ Hves more tolernble
and 8l the sams time you can repay your debt
to the men of the sen by giving generously to the
Navy Week Appeal”

J. C. SMUTS.

AUSTRAL BRONZE COMPANY
PTY. LIMITED
Exteblichad (914
Head Offics and Works:
O'Riardan Street, Alevandrda, Sydnay
MANUFACTURERS OF:
Copper Rody and Bur; Bunbare for Elecinical Woek;
Munganma Bronra Rody: Barps and Ingots: Gatruded
Bravs, Architecivral Sronan, Muntr's Malal and Copper
in Round, Square, Hesagon and Special Secirom;
Coppar Plates and Rollad Copper Ancden, Alumenium
Bronre Rodi and Bars. Copper, Brau, Gikding Metai,
Phosphor Bronre and Nictal Sikewr in Sheots and Shrip.
Munts Metal and Naval Brau Candanwr Plates
Shasts and Shasthing
Manulachuers of [under Licanca)
Stena's Wanganase Brogres for Medne Craft Propelien

Mrunch Office:
101-103 KING STREET., MELBOLIRNE
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY IN ACTION

By LIEUT.-COMMANDER G. RAWBON, R.AN., in “The Navy"

Owinhg tto the pre-occupation with the Euro-
pean theaire of war, the cam of General
MacArthur in the South-wmp;i:;ﬂc area for
the recovery of the Philippines, has not bulked
large in the war news. That campaign began
in August, 1842, with -the clearing of the Milne
Bay area in the extreme east of New Guines
while the Japanese were still pushing on along
the Kokoda trail towards Port Moresby. With
the defeat and repulse of that push and the
gradusl advance in the north-west along the
nerthern coast of New Gulnes, the sugcessful
drive of General MacArthur began.

In successive steps, Buna, Gona, Balamaua,
Lae, Finschhafen, Madang, Karkar lsland, Ai-
tape, Hollandia, Tanahmerah Bay, Biak Island,
Noemfoor Isiand, Sansapor (the western tip of
Druteh New Guinea) and finally the landings on
Morotai, the northernmost of the Halmahers
group, completely established Allied supremacy
along the whole length of the New Guinas conat,

In alt this brilliant series of operations, oon-
ducted methodically, plecemeal, end socording
te a concerted plan, Australiap shipe, troops
and aireraft took a leading par. The landings on
Morotai brought the Allied forees to within 300
miles of the Philippines and, ag with the previous
amphibious operations along the comst, these
landings were preceded by a naval bombard-
merr:t in which ships of the R.AN. took a leading
part.

Among these ships are the Australian-built
Tribal destroyers, “Arunta” and “Warramunga,”
Large-type landing craft were mlso engnaged,
and among those from the Austrakian Navy
were HM.AS, “Kanimbla” and “Manoore.”

But though the RLA.N. has been principalty
engaged in New Guinea waters, not many peopie
are aware that some 500 RAN. officers and
men are serving with the Royal Navy in Euro-
peay waters. Ten of these RAN.V.R. officers
kave recentiy received accelerated promotion to
the rank of Lieutenant-Commander from the
the Admiralty: a large number of them have
received decorations mod some of them are in
command of H.M. shipa.

A./Lieut.-Cendr. L. V. Goldsworthy, R.AN,
V.R., who comes from Western Australia, was
awarded the George Medal in May, was men-
tioted in despatches in August, and was decor-
ated with the George Cross In September. Three
George Cromses and aeven George Medals, three
of the Iatter with bars, have now been awnrded
tc RAN.VR. personnel, and all were granted
for deeds performed while serving with the
Roynl Navy. Ancther Auptralian officer, Lieut.
H. R, Syme, G.C., G.M. and bar, was the firat
naval offcer of any ¢ountry to obtain both dec-
orations and a bar to one.

From its eariiest days, Auetralia's Navy has
aiways regarded itself as an integral part of
ihe Royal Navy, seeking to bulld its own history
on the rich traditions of the Mother Service,

Australia has a population of seven miliions.
She canoot therefore maintain » Navy large
and powerful emough completely to safegunrd
her 12,000 mlles of coastline. She realisep Blao
that the best fefence of her own territary may
tie not on her own coasts but in far-distant wat-
ers. This expiains why from the earliest days
of thin war, Australian ekips and men were
found in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic and
the Indian Ocean, mnd why, on D Day, R.A.N.
officers and men were found in the minesweepers,
in cruisers mnd destroyers, and in the Arst wave
of landing ¢raft to reach the Normandy beaches.

USHER'S
.

Distinguished smong ihe World's
Finesi Hotels

CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY
N Phone: BA5] |
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*
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SEA CADET NEWS

sVICTORY” DEFOT, NTH. SYDNEY
Commanding Officer: J. A. WILLIAMS

is with regret we report the resignaiion of
m.:i—t (l;hief Oﬁg: Mr. Green. For some time
past Mr. Green's employment hes made it diffi-
celt for bhim o devote the voluatery !E.bour
required by a busy depot like “Victory,” and
in the interesta of cedets and company he felt
he should meke way for an officer in a position
to give greater service, Mr. Green had been af
"Yletory” for six years, end all hande wll! mias
him on future paredes, A junior offcer, in Mr.
Wright, has alao left our strength and joined
the Nevy. Best of good fertune to both of tc];:m;

r. L. D. Smith has been appointed Chie
Oi::er. and if enthosieam, linked with ability
and popularity, and dependabllity, la an asset,
then Mr, Smith will give good service to the
Leagues Senior Depot.

Our thenks are due to the North Sydney Coun:
cil for their intereat and help at _various times,
and to Mr, E. Smith, marine engineer. We ex-
tend our thanks for his kindnesa in effecting
repairs to aur eotter's engine, without payment.
Thenk you, Mr. Smith.

five cedein from this depot were
pl:l:::llwto gmmist the orgenlsera of I_lerchant
Nevy Day Appesl recently. They did & job
which was appreciated.

NEW COMPANIES FORMED

It is pleasing to report that two new com-
panies hEve recently been added to the strength
of the Nevy League Sea Cadet Corpa. Th‘? ane
at Orange bears the name of N.L.T.D. “Can-
berre,” while the company formed in the Kog-
arah-8t. George diatrici has chosen the historic
name of “Sirius.” They are already lusiy infants
end the older uniia will have to look to thelr
laurels or they will lose them.

ROWING EVENTS

The Navy League Sea Cadets Inter-company
Whal.:r mv;s (Oars) were held on March 8rd,
off “Victory” Depet, North Sydney.

The Junior race waa won by “Warrego” com-
pany, Woolwich, with nearly two lengths to
spare from "Beatty” Depotf, who put up & good
performence, considering their lack of experi-

toreh, 191 ‘ Uereh, 1945 THE MAYY LEASYE JOWENAL

ence and training. ""Beatty” showed promise of
doing mutch better. “Victory™ crew was 3rd end
“¥Vendetta” 4th. This crew also Iacked proper
training, The winpers, “"Warrego,” looked and
performed Jke & smart temm, and their boat
was & picture. Members of the crew were: R.
Yuill, B. Ward, A, Smith, D, Harrison, A. Cohen,
with Mr. Ward, Chief Officer, Coxswain,

The Senior race wes won by “Victory's” craw,
by sheer grit and determination and not by copy-
book oarsmanship, by helf e length, from the
fenter EBnishing "Wearrego” boat, with “Aus-
tralia” Depot's crew a creditable 3rd, when al-
lowance ia made for their lack of practice in
a whaler, "Beatty” boat was €th. The winning
team was: K. Hyde, stroke), A Field, T. Bour-
det, T. Jones, R. Bell, with Mr. L. Smith as
coxswain,

There were between three and four hundred
cadets mnd thelr friends o witness the racea,
Refreshments were served and everybody
seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves.

Special commendnation goes to the C.0,, “Vic-
tory” Depot (Mr. ]. Williama) for the arrange-
ments, and to the C.0. “Vendetta,” for asport-
ingly allowing the crew from “Auvatralin” Depat,
Henley, io ya¢ the boat mllotted te him crew in
one of the races.

N.L.T.D. “WARREGO"

Commanding gﬁmr: Mr. H. COLLISON
Coniributed by W/0. €. Lithgow

We compliment the editor for the inmtruc-
tionsl and moat entertaining resding included
in the previous issue.

The reporta from other depots wers like ours,
80 full of optimism that & boom period in Navy
League See Ceadet activity can confidently be
expected.

There should now be a race between depots to
see which can accomplish moat in 1943,

Let us inform each other every month,
through the medlum of our "Joeranal,” of our
progresa of inpovations introdeced, ste. By this
means & useful suggestion may be handed on
for the mutual benefit of the Leagoe,

We were perticularly impressed with *“Ven-
detta's” scheme of renning the rule over Cadets
on a tertain dgte, then re-mepsuring them at e
Iatar dete a8 a check an physical devslopment.
We believe they have something there.

INVEST ALL YOU CAN

Ineerted by . . .

CUTTY SARK
HOTEL

(THE FIRST AND LAST)

2 PHILLIP STREET
CIRCULAR QUAY

JIM McQUADE, Proprieior

are different but
in the NAVY

‘NUGGET

is the polish
preferred
by all ranks

et o




LY

" Page 19

THE WAYY LAABIN JOBEMAL

Mareh, 19

Mareh, TR

THE NAYY LEAGE JoSenAL

Pags N

-

Up tll the time of writing we have had at
least 25 pew entriea aince the New Year, and
they're still roliing up.

Consequent upon the steady influx of raw
recruits, (he ship's company i suffering from
s mild altack of growing pains, and 8 consider-
able amount of readjusting of divislons haa been
NECERRATY.

A)) new entries are allotied o quarter deck
t¢ be put through the elemcntary stagea of
instructlon before being advenced into other
diviaiona,

The problem of the acute shortage of officer
instructors was overcome p few months ago by
using apecially trained Leeding Seamen, We
have found them reliable, eficient and satiafac-

tory in ocvery way.

Special depariments have been organised and
we now have a competent writing ata® headed
by Junior Paymaster Joynes, with writers
McDougall and Howe to assint him. Also our
Shipwright and supply brunches are well under
way. Leading Storehand Kable must be com-
plimented upon the fne job he hag done in the
supply branch. A Communications branch has
been inatalied, and a couple of W/T “buxsers.”
a minlature set of International code aignal flags.
have been rigged up by Leading Sesman Brian
Ward.

At the March meeting of our pewly formed sub-
branch committee, the all-importeni matter of
additions to our depot was discussed, and now
the preiiminary work in under way.

If our plans materinlise (and there i no ap-
parent resson why they should not), we are
going tc have & grand depot here. We shall let
our League mates have fuller detalls when the
actual bullding is under way.

Saturday has been sct aside as the date of
our Socis]l evening, not necesaarily to celehrate
any poasible success at the rowing or salling:
but it i the Depot birthday party, postponed
on sccount of the preparatioms for the boat
TRCes.

We have t¢ moknowledge the receipt of, and
thank Mr. Davies, father of a cadet, for the
donation of a beautiful teak steering-wheel and
' lifebuoy with our ship's name painted thereon.
When suitably installed they will serve to
larighten the premises (n no small measure.

FOR “ YEARS
the
MERCANTILE MUTUAL
[nsurznee Coy. Lid.

an Australian Institution har been
providing recurity for the homes of
the people, ity molio being

“SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC”

rotection of Insurance Polickes ships wail the
crand air tFAnIPaN moves, men wk._ l!ld

and mfeguarded. Tnj

Under the
oceans, lan

printed to replace our parnde cards, i

i stamped every month with the omcm“‘mmg
of the depot tn a apecial Flace wliotted to it. 1If
more than two Saturdaye elupse without this
stamp being ahown, then ‘he holder la not en-
ttled to wear the wniform of the League. A
deacription of the ratlog and by-laws of the
League are alne cootalned in the Card.

On Saturday. the 24th, the de .
oured by the visit of Cu.p]tl:in g::lew“ln hf:e
capacity of Senior Executive Officer of the
South Wales, Unfortunately.,
was onable t¢ be present on
hia work detwined him,

Mr. _Ward. who ia moat anxieus to start on our

this occasion, as

humes and factones are buile
e d and di

Inuarence is & comract of good fadth
Qur funds are used 10 umit in the development of the
Cauntry and with our properties are held in trom for
the protection of our Policr Holders,
Fire, Marine, Accident, Motor Car
and
Householders', House-Owners
{Combined) lnsurance ﬂ

relieved.

Crops, Srcks, Fencing, Pluvius
All Classes of Agricultural Insurance

Hesd Office: 117 PTTT STREET, SYDNEY

EELWTN KING. Mumaging Dtrector.

Cantrea throsghessl L
R
by noy of Lbm 000 Agenls traboed o g

“Bervice to the Public”

The cricket, on February 4th, went again
North Sydney's favour. Thia month was
marked improvement on the previcus one, al-

in
[

though cur side wan considerably weakened by
the ahsence of cur two young bowlers,
Seaman Yealland, and Ordinary Seaman Rene-
han, We congratulate the vistors oh thelr per-
{formance, hoping that this {a only the start
competitive keennesa amongst Depota,

Mr. Ward, our Chief Officer, has again diatln
guished himself by having special parade

ext entertained Capt. Beale while he w
present, and explained to him what lm]iu be:l:

done, and what 18 to be done in the near future

at our depot. Captuin Beale wan very impressed

;nlh the work that had been done over the last
ear. ;

Frometions: C, P, O. Joynes ¢ J
Paymaster, dated 17/2/45: A. B. l;{l.ll?le tl;n i:;
Leading Store Hand, dated 17/2/45; and L/S.
D. Ward o be Petty Officer, dated 10/2/485,

Of the two whaler racey
Depot, on March 3rd, one T
sentatives of this Com
bard struggle, going

“Vietory”
WS wWon by the repre-
pany: the other, after g
te "' Vietory.”

NLTD. “VENDETTA"
Commanding Officer: E, BARTON

The recently formed Commlttes of
“ranch, under the chairmanship of l(or. m
i.:; Mr. Dexter an Hon, Secretary, prom-
to be a real benefit to ‘“Vendettn™ Company.
B:mcel. and & Button Duy, are being organised
th the object of sugmenting our funds snd
; Sen Cadet Corpa in Manly,
o~ ® pulling double. It Is due to
T generosity and sctlvity that refreahments
maie their appearance on Lppropriate occaslons,

mo.c.hureeelvedlnoﬂ'r
well-wisher, If nine otier 1:oers«'.u:le :lliicf;o;;
tribute a llke yum. We bope that Manly will be
quick to take up the offer and make the pum
of £50 a certalnty for the improvement of the

.depot and the provislon of mare training gear

for the Cadets.

Through Mr. E. M, Quirk, we recef

C s ved

mh:‘lpn:“ nndhu winch, and it will be o:
L2 Dy wl i

e hone P to en getting our whaler into

On 3aturday, Murch Sth, we all wez: to N
s h
Sydney. and combined with o bou
e other depots in hoat
On Ssturdsy, 17th March, » “Youth 3
. \ Rally”
:u held on The Corso Manly, to aid the 3};‘-],
ictory Lomn. an are to be given by the
War !..onn Committee, to the beat group for
marching and general conduct, P/0. Bob ('Con-

nor was again the apeske
Navy Tonmn r on behalf of the

Western and Southern lines, camped on t

mises for the week-end mnd thorgle:ghly el:iejol;ned
(hemseives. Mr. Marsh, our First Ald officer
in kept busy each Saturday, giving new recnliu:
8 medica)l overhaul, and his Grst aid clags is
very keen t¢ learn all they can of thia very
;Tpoirtant nub:;pect. Mr. Kelao, ouwr second off.

T, is 3 i
peld ﬂmmun ly getting the cadeis into phy-

Mr. Langbridge haa a full time j
Job attendin
to the correspondence and instructing thenwrils;
;‘r:erow to keep correct records of ali thet trana-

The O.C. is at present uttendin i
to th
and maintenance of the tuef and ;:;ep::::

h. .
’hvn: plans out shortly for alterations and exten-

Word in still to be recelved f

rom oth

;bout the suggested week's camp nterNeD:pD“
Oug?; lthe school holldays, In May. Wiy all

-L.'8 please forward particulars direct to head-
querters, and then detalls can be finajised

We are looking forwarg o -

e aur cricket

tlguinut Beatiy™ at an early date, and th::;tct];
Ty our akll] againet other dapots.

N.LT.D, “BEATTY"
Commanding Officer: G, N, SMITH

Mr. Mathessn, a former officer of
yaa re-joined as Chlel Offcer of lhl:h:n.lt. Mr.
" of the Corps, and
and malotensnce of boats,
88 2nd Officer at
has been appointed

care

e et the Leng
y.” Mr, O

drd Officer, © 1
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with Mr. Walker in charge of boals, it should
aot be long before we have first.ciass crews (o
man them and to successfully compete with
other N.L. depots.

In the next issue of the Journal, we hope o
be able to give sovme indication of the work
which cur Younger Set bas wndertalien to do
for the depol.

N.L.T.D-. “ATUSTRALIAY
10 William Street, Henley
Commanding Officer: W. L. HAMMER, 5.8.D.

This Depot's bonis’ crew, competing at “Vie:
tory” Depet, in the inter-covapany TOWIRE rECes,
put up 8 very creditable performance.

Notwithstanding ity lack of practice la &
whaler, and the fact that stroke accidentally
loat his osr during the race, the crew never
gave up, and completed the course.

Church Parade was held at the C. of E,
Gladesville, when Chaplain Craven Sands preach-
s the sermon. The amart sppeerance of the
cudeta wan favourably remarked upon after the
service.

Ordipary parades during the month have been
well up io the usual standard.

Mr. W. Olsen (Chief Officer) was granted
leave of absznce to proceed to Rockhampion to
attend the funeral of his late mother. All oficers
and cadets extend to Mr. Olsen and his rela-
tives thelr deepest sympathy.

ond Officer Wheeler has been carTying ou io
My, Qlsen's abseace.

The conticued hoapitality shown by Mr, sad
Mrs. Forayth is greatly apprecisted by all ranks
at “Australia” Depot.

THE NEW COMPANIES

The initial efforts of Mrs. L. Schnieder, most
enthuaiastically aupported by a pumber of citi-
zens of Kogarah and diatrict, including Alder-
man D. Cross, Mayor of Kogarah, have been
responsible for the leunching of a new Navy
League Sea Cadet Company and Sub-branch,
which wlll serve the 5L George District. The
movement givea every ladication of developlng
on sound iinea and providing & pumerically strong
and hemlthy addition to the N.L. Sea Cadet
Corps in NS.W.

—— W, —

‘maad.

Appointments already made are: Patron,
Alderman D. Cross, Mayer of Kogareh; Chair-
man, Alderman Wright: Deputy Chairmas, Mr.
L. Schnieder; Hon, Secretary, Mr, R. Richard-
aot; Hon, Tresaurar, Mr. Weod.

Mr. G. Round will be tie Commandlng Officer,
asaisted by Chief Officer M. Msleolm and Second
Officer R. Criatofasni. All these gentlemen have
had considerable experience in the R.ANVR,
as officera, and they should soon have a good
company of N.L. Sea Cadets under their com-
The unit and depot will be k¥nown &
NL.T.D. “Siriua”

The intereat and suppert of sll the above-
mentioned, together with that of Alderman
F. Ferry, ¥r. Hale {of the Auatealien Netivea
Amociation), and Mr. w. L. Hammer, C.O.
wapatralia” Depot, [s much appreciaied by the
Navy League.

N.L.T.D. “~CANBERRA," QRANGE
Commantding Officer: 1P FINEGAN

This unit ia already under weigh, with 3 per
ponpel over Afty atrong.

The C.0. ia asaisted by Messra. Gilmote, Rowe
and Mupn, as Chief, 2nd, and 3rd Officers, res-
pectively; while Dr. Hodgkinson znd Captaln
Parkes are also intereating themaeives in the
instructional side and in the sound establish-
ment of the Compaay.

To the sbove-named gentlemen, and to Mr.
Olsen, of “Australia” Depat, the Navy League
sends its ibanks and expresset the hope that
success, in (he best Benze of that much mal-
igned word, will reward them and “Canberra”
Unit of Cadets.

-

Items for publication in thia Journal &re
welcomed.

Residents of Narrabeen have heen inqulring
as (0 the possibiiity of forming 3 Unit in the
neighbourhood.  The policy of the Governing
Body of the League is to encourage expanalon,
subject to the gvailabillty of sultable voluntary
officers and inatructors, and tralning quariers
eapd equipment.

- L] L]

It ia plessing to learn that 30 many Navy

League members are extending hospltallty to-

Royal Navy men, in NESW.
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RED CROSS BUREAUX

Keeping relalives in touch wilh the progress
of aick servicemen ia an imporient aspest of
the varied work of Red Crosa Buresux—one
whieh not only slleya the anxiety of families butl
often helps the men bacic to health too. Bureaux
acl g8 a lisison between hospilals and the rela-
tives of patients, and on s>versl occasions have
arranged for next-of-Xin ‘o travel interataie
on the recommendation of Army doctors,

The buresux handle thousands of similar
vudpuiries aond are able to help relatives who re-
ceive officiel netification that servicemen heve
been wounded or are ill, by cobtaining parlicu-
lars of the injury. They also deal with requesats
from the men themselvens who are anxious for
Lheir families {rom olher' States Lo visil them.

To cope with Lhe vas{ amount of work which
Lhese enguiries involve, 88 well aa other activities
for military and civil prisoners-of-war, dozens of
voluniery workers ateffl Bureaux in every Siate
of Australis. Many of ihese are married women
who have to adjust their own household joba to
enable them to work, while others are giris
whose family ties make it impossible for Lthem
tu undertake full-time employment.

UNIFORMS

The naval authorities request the co-operstion
of Navy League Officers-in-Charge of Companies:

Unauthorised youths and men are wearing
naval uniforms and in order to make their detec-
tion easier, you are requested to see that officers,
Petty Officers and cadets of the Navy League
under your command observe the fotlowing regu-
lations:

{1} Cap badges and butions not to be
identical with, nor similario, those in
use in the Royal Australian Navy and
MNaval Reserves.

{2) Gold lace, if worn on the cuffs of offl-
. cers’ uniforms, to be plain straight
stripes and not to exceed ball an inch

in width.

{3} Every member other than an officer or
instructor (unless the instructor is
“drosasd as 8 seaman’} to wear, just
balow the shoulder of each slesve your
Company's distinctive colour pateh.
Thess miust be securely stitched to the
uniform.

POOLE & STEEL
PTY. LTD.

43 STEPHEN STREET
BALMAIN
N.S.W,

GENERAL ENGINEERS
BOILERMAKERS
SHIPBUILDERS
DREDGE BUILDERS

Plans, Specificatiom and Esiimates prepared
for Mining Dredges and Plant of afl kinds.
- Heetric Welding and Ony-Acetylane Work,

Telagrams:

"POOLSTEEL," BALMAIN, N.S.wW.
Telephones: WB (831, W1 1058

PALMERS, OF PARK STREET
MEN'S & BOYS' OUTHTTERS
®

Tailored to measura Hals

- suits and costumes  Shoos
Cvercoate Shirts, pyjamas
Pra-tailored suits Underwear
Sports coats Pullovess
Sports trousers Industrial wear

F. J. PALMER & SON
LTD.

Park St. ond 390 George St.

———
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fn all matters
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for their more perfect sHainman,
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FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE NAVY LEAGUE

His Majesty the Eing, Patron of the League,
sent the following message to the Chairman,
Admiral Sir Lionel Halsey, G.CM.G., G.C V.0,
ECLE, CB., oo the occeasion of its Jubilee:

Y1 sincerely thank the members of the Navy
League for their kind and loyal message. As

‘Patron of the League 1 send my hearty con-

gratulations on its Jubilee. It has done wonder-
ful work stnce its foundation ffty years agoe
and I am confident that it will continue to maln-
taln the high tradition of service that has salways
inapired iL'
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THE SEA CADET CORPS

By VICE-ADMIRAL 4. E.

Corps bas always beed. is now,

det
The Se oo 1 gll time will be,

hope for
:::n:i:ntloog.e Any form of compulsion tobjoel:
would Xill the apirit with which it l:hi.le.; vy
The movement was inaugurated t:y :pme or
League, s0me fifty years age, for the pu e
promoting the moral,ulmg inndthp:n)nm;blu o

of boys; to inculcal n

i;fcipitne ):hd loyalty; to promote thidenlubo ::
self sacrifice and pervice; and to belp those Doy
who wished to make pervice at sea their lifes
work to achleve their u.nbiuon.

i ly years wad sip-
The organization in its ear e
porte:i soslely by veluntary vo:;:;t;uﬂomm E;::&
mgn;:vms}oi? Ko o pave been, but #low
aber 'I.I'I'l.ll."y produces sLrong gxf%:;:'dth;1 gTetllie
value of the trainlng which produ
paliant eweful eitizen, who would put his co :
Interest before his oW, lnn?npl{ed supportersa:d
overseas,
the Navy League in the pire e !
before the outhreak o the presen
%’“'&m;r::‘;:umhmg units of the Navy LeaAgu\:
Sea Cadet Corps were in beifig in Canads, A
tralia, New Zealand, South Africa and Scuthern

" te the late
o [1] e e
“A at imperial family,’ ®ro
Lord L-lg:;d.. who worked 80 Hard in the bl:ter:‘:-;
of the Sea Cadets, wof which we mBY & 4
and for whose existence we abould all strive.

defnltely not

Sea Cadet movement was :
boTr‘::t war. To quote again the late L.ortilh:.:&ydm
“Thiy greal orgsnization has provedf_ g
peace; it bes more than jtoelf in .

bers of Sea Cadets from all paris
otla:‘;::;ﬁe nave heiped to meet mmmi;
ments of the Sed Services, including A
Arm; others have joined the sister e,
Thos;a who showed promise and who W‘mmhort
for service in the Rosl:]t_lxcvtfo :elz: ﬂrwm.
eourse of ins
t;:::;sl n:: up by the Navy League for that r.:::rr-
pose, and, provided that they had::sched aemd
" gtandard of imowledge, we transf 3
g: ::vnl training sencol. This pre-entr: ht:a::t
Ing, given by those public-sptrited :i\en who act
fn & voluntary capacity, In particular

HARPER, C.B- M.V.0.

with visual eignalling and telegraphy.
:::ni::g {he cadets to sttain the quallfcations
lald down by the naval authoritles a8 ueces:;z
for mervice in & sea-golog ship far soone;-chm-
those who were entered through the usua .
pels. The weeks thus saved in trainlag oot oaly
but were a very bnp?rta.nt cop-
ideration at s Lizne when & rapid increase io
:lhd: Navy was peceasitaied to overcome the‘ sub:
marine mensce, and when large numbers o stlf
palmen were urgently required for duty in the
ships in convey.

& performed by the Sea Cadets brought,
m?ﬁfﬁi i’;w a letter of commendation from
the Lord Commiesioners of the Admiralty.

he valee of the pre-entry training given i.n
N:v; tI.m;g'ueu egtablishments became DOreE l‘ul]g,'
realized, requesta were made for increau:n:ut::e
bers for service both in the Royal N'“femd e
Merchant Navy. These den_:mnd! inc smed e
an extent which made it impossible gjrﬂm
Navy League to meet them under war con .

ble ag-
rovision and retention of suital
co’;hn:od?suon; uniforms and equipment for the

ity held
i cking. As o result of conferences hel
gomz‘::rr:l:me tﬁeu difeylties, the Admiralty, o
February, 1942, assumed coqtroil of the tranim;s
of the cadets; granted unpaeid, temporary ;n:l
V.R. commissions to the Sea Cadet omceu“. ot
increased the snnual capltation grant. ie -
ministration of the movement was left in e
hands of the Navy mg::l. ahmﬁp::ted'r;sm
een by o een.
?;.ala]wmml'm L‘Eeel consist of ;;ubli:i::f;rmd c.lf‘.:;
who do pot spare themselives e work
ied:n::mi.}:fmﬂon and in collecting funds to halg
towards the provision of sncommodaltian Etnen
equipment for their own particular un}. Bt
the boys themselves do thelr bit, by velun o);
paylng a few pedce a week for the privilege
supportlng, and becoming partners mllaelon
ization to which they are proud te €

present war it was the custom for
theBelif‘::yml:ngUe to make arrangements tor ?
limited number of Ses Cadets to apend part o

April, 1708 ™
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their aummer helidays at s seaside naval traia-
ing entablishment, or summer camp, at which
recreation was combined with useful and interest-
ing training. This scheme has now developed
into the necemity for the provision of a number
of campa, In different parts of the country, by
which many thousands of cadets benefit annually,

The growth of the vrganization showed that
it was impracticable to draw a hard-and-fast line
between training and administratlon, Much time
was being wasied and unpecessary correspond-
ence caused, owing to the Admiralty staff and
the Navy League staff being separated. It was
therefore decided, by mutual mgreement, to set
up & Sea Cadet Corpa Headquarters at which
both ataffe could work in close contset gnd
harmopy under a Superiotendent appointed by
the Admiralty. This organization came into
being in July, 1844: the Committee of the Navy
League still being responsible for the provision
of suitabie wnit beadquarters and welfare ser-
vices for open units, because these expenses are
oot met out of public fucds. The term “open
units” refers to those units membership of
which in not limited to boys from any one par-
ticular school or establishment. The Navy
League has no responsibility for other unlts.

Governmental control, in varying degrees, has
also been assumed, a8 p war-time measure, in
the overseas Dominicos without ln any way de-
tracting from the interest formerly taken by the
Navy League hranchea throughout the Empire.
It was the writer’s privilege, in the years im-
mediately preceding the present war, o visit
the Sen Cade! units, maintained by the Navy
League, in Australis, New Zealand, South Africs
and Southern Rhodesia. The keenness and ef-
ficlency of the officers and hoys were no whit
leas than cne would expect of this “great im-
perial family,"” snd the record of service, during
this war, of the Sea Cadets of the Ewmpire 1
obe of which all concerned may well be proud.

The number which can be sbsorbed into the
Sen Services g limlted, and ne advantage to the
nation, or to the boys themselves, would accrue
by the enrolment of unlimited aumbers if only
2 amall proportion of those who wizshed 'to ge
to sed tould Athleve their desire.

The number of unlts, omitting thoas in the
Dominions overseas (100 in 1830 atd 420 at the
titoe of writing), I8 no indication of the number
which could bave been formed. The number

was formerly limited by tbe available funde at
the disposal of the Navy Lesgue, and i now
limited by possible requlrements. It will be
ooted that the authorized increase in Great
Britain and Northern Iretand has reaulted in the
number of units being quedrupled. Large In-
creases in numbers bave also taken place io all
thke overseas Dominlors, In Canads alone thers
were ninety-ope unite in May, 1844—a fivefold
increase on the 1939 number,

Owing to the llmited sumber of effclent and
quplified officers who, without remuneration, can
glve long hours of their spare time to help youths
who wish to help themselves, it bas beea found
better to maintain a llmlted pumber of strong
units than a multiplicity of emall cnes. Further,
experience has shown that, although it Is pre-
ferable for a unit headquertera to be sltuated
on, Oor pear, the sea or some inland waterway,
thers is no absolute necessity for this. Many
firgi-clans unita are situsted inland, snd with
initiative, tmagination snd {mprovisation tbe offic.
ers are most successfu] in teaching the boys the
elements of seamanahip. Attendance st the
summer campw epables the boys to put the
knowledge already acquired into pracilce.
Whather near the sea or far from any waterway
matters not so far as the inculcation of habite
of discipline, duty, self-respect and a love of the
British Empire is concerned, and this is not the
leant important part of the cerriculum,

The provisiou of unit headquarters being limit-
ed to falrly thickly populated areas may be hard
on those boys who live in ocutlylng villages who
have a love of the mea in their heart and & teng
of the sea in their blood; but it is surprising
how many of these aplendid lads cheerfully over-
come the difficulty of distance and traneport, and
gt their own expense are regular in thelr attend-
poce at thelr nearest unit. Omne typical example
out of many which could be guoted, of the spirit
which permeates the Ses Cadet Corpe will i1-
luntrate this point. A few vyears hefore this
war the writer paid a visit to 8 Navy League
BSea Cadet Corpa unit in a provineial town, When
preparing to leave, the commanding officer palked
if it would be convendent for me to give one of
the boys, who was unwell, s lft in my car to the
bus depot. When the boy was In the car it trans-
pired that his home was in a village some niles
away, but not far from the routs by which I waa
returning home, It was therefore no trouble
to drop him at his home, While talking to his
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mother and [ather in their humble country cot-
tage, the following facts emerged. For two years,
winter and summer, on two days & week that
young boy, on leaving school at 4 p.m., had rus
home, distance of one mile, changed into his
wniform while having his tea, rus back one mite
to the bus stop, puid 84. return fare, walked
nearly & mile to the unit beadquarters after
leaving the bus, undergone two hours’ instrue-
tiop, and then the returm jourmey. Hia mother
walked the mile to meet him at the bus stop
and they arrived home at about 10 pwm. “He
has never misaed a drill night yet,” said his
father, "and, please, do not atop him doing it
because he loves it; it is meat and drink to him,
and we are proud of him." And well might
they be proud.

What of the future?

Officia) recognition and aupport, which become
eppential in war time, are heartily wel 4 in

USHER'S

L]
Distinguished among the World's
Finest Hotels

CASTLEREAGSH STREET, SYDNEY
Phona: ‘BA&S]I

times of peace. It haa been officially aanounced
in Parliament that it is proposed to continue
officlal support to Service Cadet Forces after
the war. But, no Government can commit ite
. successors, and no estimate can therefore now
be made as to the degree of aupport and Snancial
apsistance which may be expected in years to
cotne. It is certain that the sumbers required
for service at aes will be conaiderably amaller
than at present: but it ia well to remember that
the Sea Cadet Corps does not exiat solely for
the purpose of meeting naval needs, The funda-
mental object of the movement was to bepefit
the boys, and in this respect the training of
character is as important if not more 8o, a4
technical training.

Bring the future what it mey, the Navy
League will continue to give all the support in
its power to maintain Sea Ceadet Corpa units
tbroughout the Empire, aad to escourage the
Sen Cadets to coptinue to live wp to the words
of the motte: "For God; for King; for Empire.”
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BRITISH NAVAL MIGHT IN PACIFIC

Tha H4inch gunt of HMS. "Hows™ crath Inte setion deri
The plcture was dakan from wa sicorting desiroyer

ng orackica off the Naw Zsaland coast.
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WHAT CAN THE GERMAN NAYY DO
- FACING THE POSSIBILITIES

By COMMANDER KENNETH EDWARDS, BE.N. in “THE NAVY."

Doonitz, Chlef of "the German Nuval Stxif,
has promised us 8 German naval offensive. At
a time when we are moving wmore and more of
our naval strength to the Far East [t is of grest
imporiance that we sbould make spme estimate
of the pomsiblilties of what ia left of the German
Navy. Any such eatimate must inevitably be
based largely upon guesswork, but there are
certain fects which stand out, and we must be
very sure that ws do not invite an expensive
and war-lengthening metback through under-
estimating the enemy's capabilitlea.

The jolnt atatement on U-boat warfere made
by Mr. Churchill and Presldent Roosevelt in
January made it clear that there hes slready
been evidence of increased U-boat activity, and
It seems inevitable that Doenitz—himeelf & U-
boat man—should put great trust in these craft.
It ls ¥nown, moreaver, that the Germana bave
made certain technical improvements In their
U-boata and that thelr bullding ymrds have been
rapldly constructing what amounts to e pew
U-boat feet.

When the American Naval Commaender-in-
Chief in the Atlantic, Adenirel [ngram, said that
Germany had 300 U-boats in the Atlantlc there
Is no doubt that he was either mistakep or mis-
quoted, but, stthough Germany hed not at that
thne aa many as 300 U-hoata at sea in the Atles-
tic, there is po douht that the enemy could send
a8 many to sea In the near future.

To have pe many as 300 U-bomts at sea in
the Atlantle, &nd to be mble to meintsin. them
there—which is much more doubtful—wouid be
to step up the U-boat offensive nearly to the
level of the dark days of 1041,

Comparison with 1841

There are two factors which will mitigate
againat any U-bost offensive of to-day becomling
ga dangercus Ba that of four years ago. The
first in strateglc and the mecond tactical and
material. .

Sirategleally, the U-boais are in a far worse

position {o msintain an offensive in the Atlan-
tic than they were during the yeara when they
beld the whkole of the French Atlantic coast,
and particularly the great U-boat base of Breat.
It ia s well to remember, however, that the
U-boat war wes cauging us anxiety and grievous
loas hefors the sumeoner of 1B40—that (s, before
the enemay had the use of the French Atlantic
porta—and that the enemy's atrategic positiog
for & U-boat offensive in the Atlantic ia stil
better than it wes during the fArst nine months
of the war, for the Germans still hold the Nor-
weglan comst end Its harbours.

The Germans, t0¢, have not yei been dislodged
from all the French Atlantie poris. Although
these are isolmied, it is more than likely that
they contain U-boat stores, end it would not be
impoasible for them to be supplied with more
by alr or by mupply U-bomts. It ia probable
that the German High Command has alresady
worked out the poasibilitiea of forcing the Aliles
to reply to & U-boat offensive in the Atlantic by
attacking und reducing these isofated German
garrisons—mainor campalgns which might lead
to the dissipation of some of the Allied military
and alr forces from the maln fronta,

In the tactical and materin) Belda there ia no
doubt that the Allies are far shead of the U-
boats. Meathods of buntlng and destroying the
U-boats have progressed even farther mince the
great defeat of the U-boat offenalve In the early
summer of 1942, and there (a no doubt that we
now possess sven atronger forces of escoris and
of eacort alreraft carriers. The enemy probably
hopes that we have fallen victim to over-confi-
dence and have detelled s many of these shipa
for service in the Far Egat that the U-boats
which he senda out will mest weaker instesd
of atronger antl-submarine forces.

The “Schnorkei”

Against our anti-submarine superiority must
be set the developments which Germany hes
made in the design wnd performance of the U-
boati. We mow of the “schnorkel,” which
ennbles a U-boat to remadn submerged both on

pesssge and when charging ber batteries, andg
_Germnny logenuity may well have devised other
improvements. The “schuorkel” ia certainly
likely to prolong the life of a U-boat, but ita
use eolaills the macrifice of the murface speed
of the U-boat, and thereby reduces the strategic
end tactical eapabilitiey of the aubmarines. These
could, 10 some extent, be offast by the operation
ot_ 8 greater number of U-boats, but this only
within limita, There is, however, another point.

Succemive official statements o E
War siressed for several months thr; g:wg:orzf
luctance of the U-bost commanders to press
bome tbeir attacks. In other words, the com-
randlng officera showed & marked lack of eon-
Adence, That weas bardly to be wondered at
considering the rate of lospes Inflicted, and l:heré
in & posslbility that one of the chief advantages
of the “schnorke)” may prove to be reflected
in 8 greater confidence among the U-boat men,

While there is po doubt that Doenitz Is
iready committed to & U-boat offensive on an
Increased goale inm the Atlantle, we must not
forget that he has at his disposal two ofher
weapons—the remains of Germeany's surface Beet,
and Ithe small light craft for which we may
use "E-boats” as the generic term.

On paper, the German surface fleet ia atil
quite formidable, but there ia & high probnbi?iti}!
that moat of jts more important units are gut
of action ma e result of demage, and It seema
unlikely that some of them will ever again put
to sea. Such a vase is the battle cruiser “Gneise-
new,” siater ship of the “"Sebarnhorst,” which
appears o have been et Gydein in g semi-dis-
Enntled condition for nearly two years. Then
u ETe Bre, on paper, the two "pocket battleanipa’
Admiral Scheer” and “Lutzow.” and the thf:e
heavy B-inch-gun crulsers "Pring Eugen,’ "Ad-
miral Hipper" and “Seydlitz” There have been
many Teports of the damege or -lestruction of
thess shipa in our heavy bombing raids, and it
is very doubtful if more than one "pocket battle-
ship" snd one B-ineh-gun cruiser are At for
Beg. The “Seydlitz" ia something of & mystery,
but abe remaing on the Hat in default of proof
of her non-exiatence. Another eayatery i the
aireraft carrler "Graf Zeppelin.” Thia ahip
Was certainly completed and did har trinls, hut
she never meems to have bean used, even In the
Baltiz. Germany also has four 8-inch-gun erui-
Sers, the “Nurnberg,” “Eoln* “"Leipzig" and

{Continued on page 1)
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MYSTERY OF THE PACIFIC

By VICE-ADMIRAL O. LEGGETT in “SEAGOER"

There are three or four islanda of this name
scattered over the Seven Seas, but the Christ-
mas Island ihat was the acene of thin extra-
ordinmry happening lies In the wvery centre
of the Pacific Ocean, in about 2 degreea North
Latitude and 1537 degrees West Longitude 1°
is m typical South Sea Island, covered with the
usunl ¢oconut palma, having a large lagoon m
the centre, with an outlet to the sea through
the encircling coral reefs, and ia, perhapa, aome
thirty miles in length snd twenty in bread.h.

The isln_nd does not lie on any recognined (rade
route and might never be alghted by any s.p
for years at a time; and thia brings me to the
reasch for the presence of a British warah.p ofi
the entrance to ita lagoon at four o'clock in the
afternooh of Sunday, 19th Ociober, 1919. A:
this time the Battle-Cruiser "“New ealand” was
flying the fiag of Admiral of the Fleet Lord
Jellicoe, who, nceompanted by a large staff, WRs
on his way to visit India and each of the Domia-
lozs to advise the Governtnents on their respec-
ive naval ocrganisations in the Hght of experience
guined during the Great War. This difficult
work, which was carried ouwt with all the
thoraughneas characteristic of {he great Admiral,
explaina our presence in the Pacific and our
deviation from the recogmised trans-Pacific route
ta ¢all at Christmans Island

Lord JelHeoe had sslested s hin Flagahip the
"New Zealand," of which I waa then in command,
because the pecple of that Dominjorn who had
80 generously given this fine Baitle-Criiser o
the Empire shartly hefore the War, and without
any restrictions as to whers sbe was to he
stationed, had expreased a strong desire to once
more Bee thelr own ship, which, as one of the
Battle-Cruiser Sqnadron had distinguished her-
pelf In each of the three major Naval Engage-
ments of the Great War—Heligoland, the Dog-
ger Bank and Jutland,

Although outside the scope of thle story, it
may be of interest to note here that we were

the Wrat represeniatives of the British Navy
te vinit the Dominiona after the War, and, more-~
over, thet we had ob board the only man who
could have leat that War in one afiermoon—
the great Lard Jellicoe. Everywhcie we wea

both Leord and Lady Jellicoe, aa well as the.
officera and men of the ship, were welcomed and
entertgined in a manper that clearly demon-
alrated Ehe pride of the Dominiona in the ach cve-
menta of the Navy, and showed what a atrong
link of Empire the Navy forma.

MNow to return to that Sunday afterncon in
mid-Pacific, with Lhe aunlight gleammng on the
deep blue of the sea, the white fomm on Lhe coral
reefa, and the narrow strip of palm-fringed ol
which we were rapidly approaching. A mignai-
man, focussing his glasaea on the shore, reporied
Lhe presence ol three gures, siihouetted against
‘he vivid line of the beach.

The Saiting Directions gave ua very little in-
fcimation about the falend, merely remarking
that it belonged toa Great Britain wad waa unin.
labited. The chart revealed Mtile more. Had
Lhe "New Zealand" taken the direct course from
Samoa to Fanning Island, on her way from New
Zealand to Canada, we should have passed
Christmas Island over s hundred miles diatant,
but, ss this atofl was sc little obt of our way
and there was just & chance that if the lagoon
and lis entrance channel were both sufficient(y
deep the imland could be used as mome sort of
témporary base, Lord Jellicoe decided to have a
look at 1t

When we had anchorsd about three-guarters
of & mile off shore the signalman reported three
patives on the beach of thin “deserted isiand.”
Natives they certainly appeared ta be, judging
by their scanty costume and sun-browned skins.
On Ianding, one of ther carne forward and intro-
duced hirself to Lord and Lady Jellicoe as Mr.
Joe English, an American. The others, he ex-
plained, were Tahitisns.

Mr. English was wearing a palr of once white
duck trousers and a cap, the remainder of him
helng indistingulabable from the brownest native
of the Soutk Seas. He stated that he was the
mansger of & amall company formed to wark
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the copra on the island. He had, as n partoer,
@ French prieat in Tahiti. Labour bad been re.
cruiled from there, and communication malp-
tained with Tahil by memns of & schooner be-
lehging to the company. In this way the coprs
was carried from the British to the French ks-
land, and the party on the former were pravided
witk regular supplies,

About eighteen months befors cur arrival at
Chrigtmes Island, the schooner had embarked
all these at work in the coconut EToves, except
Mr. Joe Engliah and his two companions, with
the object of returning these labourers to Tahit
on the expiration of their two years' engngement.
The little vessel should have returned with &
freah supply of Iabour and provisions in about
three montha, but for some unkccountable reason
she had not done so. .

Completely In the durk as to why the schooner
had not returned, Mr. English feared that she
moust have been lost with all hands in & cyelone.
Even 30, however, be could not underatand why
his partner i Tahiti had left him for over m
year and & balf on the istand without auppiies.
We wondered st the titoe whether thig frm, con-
sigting of & Frenchman and an American, had
obtained authority to work the copra op this,
for long upinbabited, Britiah island. No much
authority was ever disclosed to us.

This medern Crusoe told us of his aurprise
At seeing smoke on the horizon after searching
the mea for @fteen montha without sight »f a
sail. Although it ia not dificult to realise the
Joy which he felt when, in the clear atmosphere,
the hull of the “New Zealand" rose abave the
line of aea and sky, uniess one has had g similar
experience it la scarcely possible to imagine the
minztes of agonising doubt before the alignmeni
of roasta and funpels told hir that a big mhip
WaB coming straight towards the laland, and that
bls deliverance from the savage staie in which
be had been existing for se long was at khand.

As the “New Zealand" approached he thought
she wan & German croiser, having ne imowiedge
that the War was over. It was pot untll we
anchored and swung brosdalde to his view that
he could distinguish the White Epsign. He
proved ta be a remarkable man, and appeared
quite at his ease when Lady Jelllcoe wan handed
out of the boat which grounded op the bemch
beside him. To the many guestions wa naturally
asked he made ready and intelligent answers,

atid bow remarkable this really was may be
gathered from the fact that apart from his long
residence on the island with oely natives for
companions, these three castaways had bived
alone for eighteen months, only able to exchange
& few words of French, The Tuhitlans were,
in fast, acting ms his servants.

After explaining his position, be did the
honourn of the island, showing Lord and Lady
Jellicce the huts where he mnd the labourerm
lived, telling them how the stock of food and
clothing had long been exbausted, reducing them
te Uving on coconuis and the fish which fortun-
ately abounded in the lagoon. Only one com-
plaint did he make, and that was a bitter de-
punciation of the land crabs, that destrayed all
the banapas long before they were edible, and,
moreover, kept them nwake at night by goawing
their toenails!

“But I see no aigns of your work ™ queationed
Lord Jelliooe,

“Ob, po, we are working about five miles
further mlong the coast,” said this modern
Crusce. “Shall 1 ges the auic out and run you
down there, it's all amooth, hard aapd?™

How incongruous it sounded. No clothen, no
food, and ¢ast away on a lonely, uninhabited
Pacific jaland—but they had a motor car, which
turned out to be ar anclent Ford. It Functionsd
bowever, and gallantly earried the Sta# down
the coaat to the scene of what mAy of may not
have been illielt operations.

Lord Jellicces naturally consented ta carry
these three castaways to Fanning Island, our
next port of call. From there Mr. English would
be able to cable his partner, s Fanning Island
I8 an important telegraph station, used for the
relaying of all messages between the Hawsiian
and Fijl Islands, In Septerober, 1514, the Fan-
ning Island Stxtion was raided by the German
cruiser “Nurnherg." This ahip landed a party
wha destroyed all the instruroenta they could
find, cut the cables to Vancouver and Fijl, and
endeavoured to tow the broken ends out {nto
deep water. This should have been a stmple task,
but, fortunately, they bungled the work, over-
looking the moat important Lnstrursents, tnelud-
ing the entire spare Bet, and the cable ends were
not towed into deep enmcugh water. Mr. Greig,
of the Fanning Island Company, mueccesded in
recovering the FIff cable ends by diving, the
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spare set of instruments was installed, and com-
munication was restored about two months after
the radd.

Mr. Englisk brought on board his diary and
a voluminous and continwous meteorological re-
cord, the keeping of which no doubt belped to
employ hie mind, but ceither he nor the Tuhitians
bad anything eise to bring with them from the
island. We sailed ahout seven.in the evening, and
an hour later this mysterious Crusoe, in an Im-
maculate whife eniform, offered Lady Jellicoe
his arm an¢ eacorted her to the glittering dinner
table in a sbelter on the upper deck, where the
Admiral and bis Staff aiwayn dined in hot wea-
ther. He appeared guite composed, but one can
imagine hia feelingw at the sudden ¢ontrasi—
lupching at midday on flab and ccconuts with
the blank despair produced by & year and a half
without sight of a ship or hope of rescue, and
dining the game evening in pleasgnt company
with joy and thankfulness for relemse from an
island-prison which might weil kave held him

captive for years.

There was much o tell bim of happenings In
the world from which he had been completely
cut off for so fong, and be munt have found it
a8 difficult to digest the news as his unaccrsiom:-
ed dinper.

I heard nothing of Mr. English for ten yesars,
and then, by a very strange coincldence, the atory
was continued in the last place one would imagine
it to be possible, & peaceful country village in
Hampahire. I bhad been induced to speak o?'
Lord Jellicos's world tour in the “New Zealsnd
to a body of men in the local hall, and there
told of the Christmmas Isiand incident. To my
surprise, the Vicar, in propoalng 8 vote of thanks,
remarked that he could corroboraie my -story.
Only the week before he had married & farmer
from New Zealand to a girl in the parish. This
farmer had told him the atory of a man in his
emplay who had been marooned on Chrisimas
Island and ulttmately rescued by a British war-
ship.

Stli] more strange was the solving of the
mystery as to why ibe French priest in Tahitl
allowed his partoer to iangulsh without food er
clothing on this louely Pacific lsle. During a
crulse to the West Indies in 1934, 1 met a Frenehk
dootor who was resident In Tahiti in 1918, He
kpew Mr. Engleh’s pariner and remembered
well the difappedrance, or non-arifval of the

schooner at Papeete. The explanation of the
mystery was simple emough.

Mr, English's partner bad given the captain
of the schooner orders to bring everyone away
from the Isiand, iniending Joe Eaglisk to bave a
koliday in Tahbitl before returning with fresh
labourers to Christmas Island. As the schooner
never reached Tahiti, it was not kmown that
Engiish bad preferred to remain on the island
After the disastrous loss of the vessel all idea
of continuing work there was glven up.

Just 8 pemce-time incident (n which one of
Engiand’s greatest Admirals played & part

NAYY LEAGUE SEA CADET
COMPANIES, N.S.W.
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[Continued trom page 7)

"Emden," and it seems probable from Swedish
reports in recent wetks that three of these ships
&t legst are operative,

How does Doenitz propose to use these shipe
—auppodlng that ke has s minimum Beef ready
for sea coosisting of one “pocket baitleship,”
one 8-inch-gun crulser, and three 6-ingh-gun
cruisers, with approximately one fiotiila of de-
stroyers?

Unless the apeed of the “pocket battleshlp"
bas been Increased, be ls unlikely to use it in
the same squadron as the other ships, for that
waould reduce the apeed of the whole squadron,

It seems likely that, now that the “Tirpite™
sad “Scharnbormt” are safely at the bottom,
we can dlscount the peasiblity of a rald into the
Atlantic, particularly ms the remaining German
atrong-points oo the Biscay coast could hardly
succour & surface squadron, Nevertheless, we
must continue to gunrd aguinet the possibility
of & “suicide sortie" by ome or more surface
ships. The obvious use of the surface ships
would be, of course, as hombarding forces on
the fank of the Russisn armies resting on the
Baltic coast, while at the same time Doenitg
may well be anxious to keep his ships to operaie
off the Norweglan coast In the event of & major
Allied landing [n that country,

There is, bowever, another and more serious
possibility from our point of view. Recent
events on the Western Front have shown that
the enemy is extremsly sensitive to the threat
to the vital Ruhr district and well apprecintes
that Antwerp is the key to the supply of the
Allied armies posing that threat. The tonvoys
taking the ainews of war into the estuary of the
Scheldt must be very tempting to the Chief of the
German Naval Staff, and ooe can well imagine
his mititary colleagues bringing pressure to bear
upon him to institute strong naval action in that
ares. For this he certaloly bas the E-boits, and
he can supplement the activities of these danger-
ous fittle craft with » mining campaign and with
the smaller types of 1I-boats which the Germans
are known to be building—almost certainly for
North Ses use,

There is a pessibility, bowever, thet he may
decide to raid down the Dutch coast from the
Hellgoland Blght to the Antwerp convay route

with light cruisers and destroyers, possibly using
hin other two ahips to create a diversion in the
north by attempting & bresk-out on the Atlantie
convoy routes, !

One would hope that such raiding tactics would
be very expengive ta the enemy, Hut thiy is
uplikely to deter him f he hos no further use
for his ships and, in his view, they are directly
defending the Reich, They would be diffieult
to deal with, for ihe ememy couid chooss his
woather, and they would certainly entail the
disposition of far stronger British naval forces
In the southern part of the North Sea, where
Doenits might hope to effect some attrition by
mines, E-boats apd small U-boats,

—_—

OFFICERS' MEETINGS
N.L. SEA CADET QORPS

The Quarteriy Meeting of Officers sball be
attended by each Company C ding Officer
or, in his absence, by one officer representing
him. The Executive of the Navy League shall
als¢ be represented.

These Quarterly Mestings shall oot prevent
Company Commanders from holding conferences
with thelr own Company officers In thelr own
depots whenever the wish or the need ariges.

Such Conferepces are wise and needful wnd
should encoursge helpful suggestions for the
improvement of the Company, the Depot, and
the Cadet Corps as a whole. From thése Conp-
ferences the C.0. should pam oo to the Quarterly
Meetings any matter requiring consideration or

You can be auurad of & Good Drink by
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A Tribute to the Royal Navy
By E. COUSINS

It is with 8 glow of pride that we extend our
band in warm welcome to the bronzed and sial-
wart officers and ratings of & R.N. Ship. These
unhpguming sons of the sen are not ouly helping
to uphold the proud traditions of the B.N. which
haa been handed down to them through the
centuries by such illusiricus Admirals as Drake,
Nelson, Howe, Hood, Beatty, Jellicoe and a whole
host of other heroes, whose names are engraved
forever oo the Empire's Scroll of Fame, but are

aloe adding new chaptera to the history of the
sen. which is the glory of the Pritish race.

A modern warship is » Boating fortress and
haa numercus intricate gadgets for flre-contral,
etc.; but the indomitable courage still predom-
inates In the hearts of all aboard, from the
Admiral down to his youngest Bluejacket.
Herolc deeds were performed by the Royal Navy

in the Atlantic when the courngeous officers and

men of the HM.A.C. Jervis Bay sacrificed their
lives by aitacking 8 German pocket battleship,
80 that the convoy they were guarding would
have n chance (o escape.

Then came the engagement off the River Plate
followed by the miraculous episodes which
thrilled the world. Dunkirk, Calabria and Cape
Matapan; the evacuation of the British Army
end the Nurses from Greece which continued for
six nighta under the most trying conditions. A
month later these outstanding exploits were
repeated at Crete and once agapin the Navy won
through.

This tribute to the Royal Navy cannot be
brought to a close without & mention of the
gallant little T.B.D. Cossack, which rescued o
number of officers and men of the Merchant
Navy from the Hell 8hip “Altmark,” and brought
them safely back to Secotland.

3¢ once agmin under the Providence of God,
day by day, aight after night, in calm and storm,
air attacks and dive-bombers, the Royal Navy
bes proved to the world that it is atill the
Empire’s aure shield.
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VICTORY and AFTER

r & T the hands of the Unlttd Statee of Americs, Soviet Rusala and the Britiah

ALSO AT MELBOUANE

Emplre, Germany and her Earopean Allles have been declslvely beaten.
The whale welght of the resoarces of America and Britaln can now be brought
to the averwhelming of Japan and her mushroom emplre. The tuxk will be no
light one and before It $s consummated there will be far-reachlng expendlture
of “blood and tears and tressure” unless, of conrse, Japanese rulers now have
no Ulostons as to the welght of metal the Allled Naflons have determined to
hurl agalnst them untll they are Incapable of any further organized rexlstance,
and declde to nccept any terms rather than have thelr homeland oocapled.

METAL MANUFACTURES LTD.
Port Kemb's MN.5W.

CAPSTAN

The Empire’s
favourite

Afier the toial peace of the world hax been hammered Into workable ahape,
signed and sealed, the victors, as the trustees of homanity mnd of that bettered
clvilizatlon to which all decent folk aspire. will be teated by thelr acts and
Judged accordingly. Let there be no doubk, the victors In this war to save thelr
Institutions muat folfil thelr charfers and pledges 30 solemnly glven to thelr
peopkes In the darkeat hours of the war. If by the exerclse of false
jodgment they fall In thelr trusteeshlp, the post-war condition of the world
may well become more chaotle and distorbed than ever Yt was In the

lmmlﬂm*.
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cigarette

uneasy peace between the years 1518 and 1039, A grave responsibllity rests
on the heads of statesmen and people allke, and ¢lear understmnding, tolermno.
and the will to schleve the alms of sacred promhbses and charters must be the
accepted or Imposed (ask of mankind i It Is ko rise from the aahen of Its own
mistakes, so that all men "may llve oot thelr llves n fre¢dom from fear and want.”
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T WAR EFFORT OF THE COUNTRY THAT
THE VAS STOOD ALONE

Prodoction of Munitions by the UnMed Kingdom Casuslties to British Commonwealth and Empire

September, 1839, Lo Jane 1944

Naval Vemsels Numbe;
Major naval vessels ... ... .. .. .. 726
Mosquite naval craft . 1,38
Other aaval vessels ... .. ... .. ... 3,638

Ground Munitions )

Fiel, mediuts and heavy artillery
equipments ... ... .. P 13,512
Heavy anti-aireraft equipmenta .. 12?;:

Light anti-sircraft equipments ... ..
M.;gchine-guns and sub-machine-guns 3,729,921

Forpes
{To September 3, 1944)

242,908

Killed .
Wounded e e 311,500
Prisoners of War ... ... ... .. .. 290,865

Total 925,963

Rifles e e 2,001,849 GCasualties to Merchant Searwen
e 2001 4D
g‘vsﬁeﬁe&"‘i&iéiﬁ for the Services . . 919,111 (To August 31, 1044) o
Killed . .. . '
Alroraft
To?al pireraft e e e e e 102.303 Interned .. ... .. .. .o 4173
Heavy bombers L e e e 10,01
Hede and light bombers ... ... ... ... 1’!.’!(2)2 Total 33,802
Fighters .. .. o e vr - 38,025
Cosaaities to All Ranks of the Armed Foroes (. 100y 1 GiviBlans (Inclwding Civil Defenice)
s Septomar 3. 1o By Enemy Acton In the Untted Kingdom
Killed cnv veee e wee e e 176,081 {To August 31, 1844)
—_— g81
l\fr‘::i:‘fed"' IR 133.133 Killed (Children 7,250, Women 23,757) g.ﬁg
Prisoners of Wnr e e e v e 104,988 Injured ... .o o o e e v e e e :
Totsl 563,112 Total 136,118
izsartad by

{10
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STEEL

Britain, pioneer in steal, greatly incresses her capacity during the war years

Steel—steel for tanks, ships, gune, trucks, lo-
comolives, buildings; steel for such a variety
of purposes and in such quantities that every
British mill produces to capeacity aight aad day.
Beneath the amoke-pall which hangs low over
the great steel towne of Britaln, great growth
has taken place during the heat of war, Mills
have incressed their output,- working day and
night, and substantial plant increases have taken
place as well. From them come in never-cepsing
and prodigious quantities the different types of
steel for modern armements—armour-plate for
tanks and warships, high-grade steel for guns,
high-speed steel, steel cantings, steel billeta for
shells, steel tools te cut, drill, forge and shape,
steel rod, plate and rails.

Steel output is indeed the measure of a na-
tion’s ¢capacity to make Wwar, 28 algo it ia to sat-
isfy the needs of pesce-time industry.

The work of piling up srmaments for the great
Allied offensive in Europe began with the mak-
ers of steel, To them, the moving forward of
the armies of Hberation (s the testing time of
their akiil and craftamanship—but it i3 not the
end of thelr labours, The demands of modern
battle mean that the Bow of arms must be ae
great during as before the battle. Millions of
tona of steel are needed; for shippiag, for sixty
Lhousand gune a year, for more than a quarter
of & million tanka and fighting vehicles. Twenty-
2even thousand engineering Arms throughout
Britain must be kept continuously supplied with
forged wteel.

The stee} industry hae respended magnificently
to every demand made upos It, and the glow of
the furnaces marks ita ceapeless endeavour. The
growth of British strength at ses, on land, and
in the &ir is adequate testimony to its product-
ive capacity. The superiority of Britlah wea-
pons is g tribute to the high quality of the steels
~—a quality which has heen maintained through
all the difficuitles of production ln a country
standiag right in the front line.

It is an induatry which is both old-eatablished
End wel] orgenised. It was teprly nlnety yesra
8go that an Englishman, Henry Bensemer, made
those experimenta which resulted [n the fumoun

Bessemer process of steel-making. The devel-
opment of this process virtually marks the be-
ginning of the Steel Age, for it now became poa-
sible to make steel in huge quantities at about a
fifth of the cost of crucible steel, which had been
the principal source before Besgsemer's diseov-
eriea. Crucible pteel was alap developed by an
Englishman, Benjamin Huntsman, who perfected
his process in 1740. This type of steel still
mainteing jte supremacy for high quality, al.
though it ie graduslly being replaced by slectric
steel, The worid’s first high-frequency slectrie
furnace for making fine tool stecls oD & commer-
ciel basia was introduced by a British maker in
1827, The Bessemer process enabled steef-mak-
er8 Lo reckon in terms of tons where previoualy
they had caleulated in pounds, The Steel Age
was ushered in by the erection of giant stee)
plants, wnd to-day the towering blast furnace,
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with its mechanical liftiag and 8lliag gear sil-
houetted agrinat the aky, is the moat character-
iatic might ia the great smelting districts, The
largest blaat furnacea in Britein are cepable of
producing 500 to 1,000 tons of pig-iron—the raw
meterial of steel—in & day. Some pre ng much
a8 100 feet in height, and operate continugusly
for years, or until the lining of heat-resisting

brick is burnt out.

A further Bgsitish contribotion, probably the '
most important event in the whole history of the
ateel industry, was the Thomas-Gilehrist process
Nemed after its discoverers, s Welsh metallur-
giat, Sydeey Thomaa, and a steelworks chemist,
Percy Gilchrist, it solved the most pressging prob-
lem confromtiag the industry, The main ore-
besring veing in all parts of the world contained
chiefly phosphoric ores, auitable for cast-iron
but ble for steel-meking by the Bessemer
process because of inability to remove the phos-
phorus in the phosphoric pig made from the ore.
Tt was in 1877 thet & soluticn was found. the re-
sulting ateel being known as "bagic” steel. To-
day 756 per cent. of the steel made is “basie”
steel, and the output of ateel has incressed enor-
mously all over the worid.

But steel-making, whilst a chemical process
and controlled by the ch:mist and the metal-
lurgiat, is still & matier for the exercise of indi-
vidual eraftamanship. The practical skill of the
men on the job, developed through traditional
knowledge. still produces steel which defies exact
anglysis. Even some mechanicsl processes re-
quire & judgment which can only be called a
“feel” for steel. The bar sorter can estimate the
carbon content of ateel by the eye, as the
furnace.man can tell you the heat of his furnace,
These men are often the possessors of a practicsl
sklll and knowledge handed down through
generstions, father to son. The British steel-

workera knows his steel, and If certain special -

and rare qualitiea are wanted, the British crafts-
man will produce them.

The coming of peace will not be the end of
the indusiry's labour, but the beginning of a pro-
bably grester sad more difficult task. It will
have to tramalate biue-prinia for reconstruction
into the new, planned Britain, and probebly help
other netions te rebuild their shattered countiies.
Steel is & basic material, an essential to the life
of any conntry, and Britain haa its responsibili-
ties In the progress of the whole ladustry.
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'CAMPAIGNS IN THE FAR EAST

By MAJOR-GENERAL H. ROWAN-ROBIN SON, C.B., C.M.G.. D.8.0., IN “THE NAVY."

The Burma Road la now {ree again, not Indecd
from Rangoon but overland from Indla. The
firat convoy, conatsting of 100 lorries, ia reported
te have arrived at Kunming after & journey of
1,044 miles, and to have been greeted there up-
roaripusiy by s crawd of 500,000 Chinese, over-
Joyed to see mupplies once more #n route for
Chungking and to perceive such evidence of
Allied success pgainast the common enemy. The
road hag no great carrying capacity, but, oper-
ated in one district only and supplemented by alr
supply over “The Hump" on the same peale aa
hitberto, |t will auflice for all the material that
can be at present provided. The vielssitudes it
has undergone: Its dificult conatructien, its clos-
ure under political preasure by the Japanese, lia
recpening prior to the war and then ita closure
agaln on the British withdrawal from Burma—
all render its liberation of high significance in
the Eaat if only aa a matter of prestige.

In Central Burma, after a number of gulek ad-
vances, there has been of late a Blowing-down of
Allled progress southwards. This s largely
due to tbe need for bullding up supplies.

- . d

In the mtruggle in the Paclbc, basea continue
of courne to be of paramount importance. Af
frat, the Allles with thelr two great bodles—
ore under Admiral Nimltz, the other under
General MacArthur—had only Australla, whose
ernnectlon with America had mercifully not been
cut, aa a springboard from which to launch their
mighty counter-stroke. S0 based, the lenders
took separate courats—the admiral through the
Central and the peneral through the Southern
Pacific. Nimltz, of whone force the Ausirallan
Fleet formed part, struck frat at the Solomons,
whers he seized Guadalcansl {Auguat, 1942).
and later, extended his control over the remain-
der of the group. He then moved north-epst
and captured [n succemsion such ialands as be
needed in the Gilberts {30th November, 1843),
the Marshalls (20th December, 1843), and tbe
Palans (18th September, 1844}, the last within
500 miles of the Philippines. From the Mar-
shalls be thrust north-west and seized Saipan
{8th July, 1844), 1,980 miles from Tekyo, in

-~

order to aflord Super-Fortresses 8 base [rom
which to bomb the factories of Japan,

In the Sguthern and South-Western Pacific,
MacArthur, with g force consiating, untll the end
of 1943, chicflv of Australians, threw back the
ehemy approaching Port Moresby and otcupied
gueeessively a number of polnts along the north
coaat of New Guinea from Buna (13th Decem-
ber, 1842) in the emat to Sansapor (30th July,
1844) in the wesi, He alsc seized airfieids on
the principal islands off that coast—New Britaln,
New Irefand, the Admiraities, and Biak, dnally
striking north-west to Morotal, just north of the
Halmaheras, where he waa within 3% miles of
the Philippines.

The two commanders were now well placed
for a joint atiack on the Philippines. It may
therefore be of interest at this point to compare
the pringlples on which they acted in their res-
pective forward sweeps, when having to advance
—the one through a vast ccean studded with
Isiands in enemy oceupatlon, the other through
a jungie-clad island 1,300 milea In length,

MacArthur, once his force had reached the
north coast of New Guinea, made tremendous
une of the Allied naviea. Hia pian was, briefly,
te make & succession of jumps, choosing each
freah objective for its valus in extending his
navai and aeriai ascendancy. On the new tar-
get, and on all airfelds from which enemy air-
craft could interfere with his operation, be [n-
flicted a thorough preliminary “softening.” On
each D Day he supported the expeditionery force
with Aghter gireraft if the atroke was with withln
theit range. If noi, he emiployed seaborne
planes and, immediately after landing, attacked
enemy alrflelds near the beaches in order to be
able to bring up his fghtera as scon aa possible
for the support of further advances. Complete
conquest was not essentlal to his plans. He by-
passed many enemy-occupler areas, leaving the
garrisons, cut off, be hoped, by land and aeg, to
die of Inxaition.

Wimitz, in his very different theatre, mcted
similarly In mecuring his successive stepping-
stones. He firat achieved aerial and naval dom-
ination in the vicinity of his objectlve. He then
concentrated all mvallable combined foree for

May, 1040
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the attack of the particular objective d

by-passed unneeded inlands. After lenviﬁi tgz
Salomons, however, the ncreass of the distance
from Austrglis compelled him to transfer his
base to the Hawnllan Istapda, Even no, on hia
westward drive, distances Evew until he was
both at the Palaus and Salpan, mare than 3,000
_mllee from Pearl Harbour. Hae had theret'or'e to
‘l'nar.itute. for the maintenance of his atmads
Fleet traine,” which, spart from tankers gnd
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responaiblilty was jaid
9th January and should by now be In full awing,

other supply vemsels, contained repair shi

. 1
to dealing with damaged e 1 kinds
He tcoX his base wmf ht:mim o all Sie

Co-oparation throughout t
carefluliw caleulated smd m:tt:;e::i‘:?a ;::
insiance, before MacArthar seized the Admiralty
¥::n& (20th February, 1844 ), Nimitz struck at

k (18th February, 1844), which might have
interfered by ses and mir with MacArthur's op-
eration, and rendered that great Japaness base
completely impotent, Finally, with timing
meticalousty accurate, the right prong arrived
8l the Palaus. the left at Morotaj on 15th Sep-
tember, ready for their Joint stroke against the
Philipplnes. Over thousands of milen of sen
and land, against fenatical and well-equipped
cpponénts, the pattern and the purpose of the

Brat phase of the great cou
out corventis. grel nteratroke had worked

Tbe next phase belonga to recent hiator
20th October, on the beaches of Leyte, 1)800003
men are said to have landed along g stre Vo
thirty milea jin baif an hour, 'Therpafter
ever, 80 fierce wag the enemy's reslatance t
took them wuntil Chriatimas Day to comple
conquest, by which time the J apanese had )
kllled, largely by drowning during sitem:
relnforcement, 113,000 men agalnst their ¢
enta’ 2,000. The American grouping hed puireu
to & dencent on Mindanac: and, through by-pasa-
lng the great southern ialand and atriking at the
centre of the graup, the Allies achieved, at one
and the same time, & preclous atrategic Burprise
n.m_i 8 central poeltion that lent tremendoua pos-
aibilitles ta thelr initiative, Later they atruck
north to occupy Mindore and then, confuning the
ensmy flest and army wtill more, landed In Lip.
gayen Culf, whence, marching and fighting, they
;:ayc‘hed Mgnita io the short apace of twen;y-slx

MacArthur bad come back to his
acores had been wiped out. A ﬂma-wr:ie bﬂ‘:
tad been won for the next phase—~the pasault on
enemy-occupied Ching. Moreover, the Japarese
FarTison rould be shut of economically behlnd
oné or other of the narrow necks io the south

of ihe Island.
- - -

In the Far Eastern theatre, o change-over of
down for completion by

T
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The Australians are charged with carrying on
the war in the Southern Pacific. They have to
capture or destroy the enemy garrisons in the
various islanda—the Solomons, New Guines,
New Britain, New Ireland, etc.. which. in normai
times, would form the naturei outposis of their
country. It was thought. aa slready stated, that
these men—remasnts of the Japamese Eighth,
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Acmies, which bad
once loiglled 250,000 and were now believed 1o
be down to B3.000 men—would, cut off as ihey
seemed (o be from outsics help, die of disease snrd
starvation. They conlinue however, 1o exlst and
have actually retaken a few places. Skilled mar-
ket gardeners. they have »niad sceds (veritalle
manea) dropped on them from the skiea a&nd.
from them, they have grown large quantitics of
vegeiables. 'They have recelved heavicr supplies
by barge end submarine. Thus the lask of des-
troying the gairisans—-fanatlesl die-herds, well
entrenched in the jungles—is likely lo prove
more arduous than wes at first expected. The
new errangement, however, though imposing a
tough end exhausting duly on the Australians,
ia fundementally sound, for the iaiter sre wcil
placed For fita fuifilment, and it cnebles the
Allled leaders in (ke Philippines to proceed with
thelr campaign without having continually 1o
look over their shouiders.
- L] -

The recent decision to redlsiribule the East
ein Fleet, sending the bulk of it into the Pacific
to st operationally under Admirsl Nimitz, makes
of the Indian Ocean a relstively unimporiant
theatre. It seems to imp)y thel, contrery to
general expectation. no “{ribious™ operation for
the conguest of Burma will be leunched from
Indie 8nd Ceylon against the southern coaal.
There are, doubtless, excellenl reasons for the
desision; bul such e descent, followed hy 2
norih-gnd-south “crushing” operation and, later,
by 8 move to Camranh Bay. would seem, prims
fac'e, to he an ideal atretegy to pursue for ca-
suring -co-operslion of the victorious army of
Burma with the Americgna in the Pacliic angd,
incidentally, for severing conneclion belween
Malaye end enemy-occupled China.

R S

uy WAR SAVINGS
CERTIFICATES

THE FIRST LINE
OF DEFENCE
FOR THE FAMILY

it wadoubtadly a Lifa Awcranca Policy, and
tha policy contracir inwed by The Colonfsl
Mutual Lils Anucanze s davigaad to pro-
vide ths Mrongar powible dafanca for tha
lamily.

They may ba sbiainad by paymant of inslal-
manty, waslly, monthly. quarberly, hall-ynarly
or yaadly,

———

Weide lo¢ a bocllet 4o . .,
The

COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE
ASSURANCE SOCIETY
Limited

316 Colliny Strawd Malbourne, C.1
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ON THE SEA | | | |
A wall w1 an the land wnd in the air ., |

B. H. P. STEEL

ably fillv an amantisl pla-a in tha industrial
in the dafaace of A:mdin, rdustrial place

THE BROKEN HILL PROPRIETARY
CO. LTD.

Haud Ofica, 422 Uitils Colling Strunt, Malbayina,
Sieal Works, Nawcalla, NSW.
Vron Otu dapotity, bron Kpobh, 5.4,

Martaed a1 dhe wesld's lowerd pricar By ...

F. W. HUGHES PTY. LTD.
Woollen Mills

are different but

in the NAVY
‘NUGGET
is the polish

preferred
by all ranks

»
BOTANY AND ALEXANDRIA

30 Grosvenor Strest
Sydmey

Telaphone: B 7224

- Padans

When ships of the {3
Navy “heave to” 4"
' this rope

holds fast!

MILLERS

ANCHOR BRAND

SEA CADET NEWS

One hundred and twenty office ]

! 8 and retin
from this Compeny pareded g( Aubdra on a\nz.ng:
Sund&{, together with 30 officern and cadets
from Ayalrslk Depat. There was excellent
c0-0perslion and the parade was & complete suc-
Feas. m:?y spectslors remarking in the maoat
Bvourahie terma on the discipli
of the Bore, pline and smartness

Owing to & late invitation for N.L C
B ) L. Cadets
:;3 paruei:)ate in the city parade on Anzac D:}'
wa8 only podsible for sbout fifiy Ca .
the League to be present. y Cadets from

Mr. Heddle has been promoted to th
i I e rank of
Acting Chief Officer of this Compeany end should
prove & worthy successor Lo some of the young
fellows who are now in the Services.

The report of 1the bogl race appears on another
page.

NLT.D. WARREGO

The recent holidays saw much &ctivj
work Bl our depot, when two Wsrr:rtnil.wi!)}f'ﬁyrg
and sixteen Cadets spent the long week-end in
camp. The company waa divided into four duty
watches, each under the supervision of & Peity
Officer, to see thet the depol was kept shipshape
Much of the success in- the runming of the cam:;
was due to the activity of Warrant Paymaater
Joynes, whose supervision of the cooking snd
;:eg-tlngsof cnl'neala was highly commended. On
er Sundey ¢ squad from t
All Bgints' Churchull Hunter's !h-ﬁlfamp #ltended

We wish to acknowledge the fact tha ’
erous citizen who prefers to remain sno:nyamif;
hea advanced the necessary amount required fol:
the purpose of extending our premises, free of
interest. To this well wigher we offer man
thanka for his generosity. Y

To repay this sum it has been decid
ed to ask
the Perents to subscribe a shilling & week, until
the required smouat is raised.

Commanding Offcer Mr Coliinon is

. Lo condu
an examingtion for those ratings denirous :t' bzt
coming Petty Oficers, st g cemp in May.

Mr. Werd s now concentratin
\ ¢ £ on trainin,
N._C.O 8. 81 8 special class of instruciion heid og
Fridsy evenings st the rooma of the Women's
Emergeney Signalling Corps, and we owe our
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thankes and eppreciation to Mra, McKenxie, thle
Commandant of the Corps. for ber kindnesa in
ellowing ua the use of her units’ accommodn'd?n.
About 40 ratings sssembled al our depot for
the ceremonial parade et Hunter's Hill on Anzac
Sunday. The company attended the Woolwich
Chyreh of Englend church aervice in the m?;l-;
ing, and after lunch the whole parade assem 3
ami marched to the Hunter's Hil Town H‘di.d
The armed colour party under W.0. Joym;s
a good job and created & good impress onl;“s
Guerd being mounted on the honour roll while
the warious perticlpating bodles placed wreatha
upon It. Warrant Officer Lithgow placed 8
w]:-.;ath on the board on behalf of the depel &nd
took the salute while the Last Poat wad played.

i hall aefter the ceremony, the
co:r:p:;?gm:&ed to the Anzsc monument where
the Commander placed ancther wreath, & url;emt
ber of the boys' brigade soundlng the Last Post.

150th
mmer and Bugler from the
Symy%r:}m' Brigade attended our paradle and
helped to make It & auccess. Thank you!

by the
. Ward has been given perm!nion
eo::nitte: to purchase two boats gimfiar ip that
belonging to Henley for the use of the amaller
Cadets to traln In.

ties are still

Voluntary Sundey worklng par !

trequently held et the depet and much con-

struotional end repalr work has been t;mm

plished, although much remains before the pre-

mises will approach the stage of completeness
which we have in mind. .

Domatioss —We acknowledge with many
thanks the compass which has bgen pmeirat?d to
the depot by Mr, Gale, of Woclwich, the r;);:
Miss Grimley, and the two mathsufor fhe
Memorlal for Anzac Sunday, sent by Mrs.
Her, of Woolwioh.

his company
The Senior and Junior crews of t

80 ably concbed by Chief Officer Ward, were both
vietorious at the last [nter-compeny rowing racea
held off “Victory" Depot in Muy.

ST, GEORGE DISTRICT NAVY LEAGUE
llsli " D.w

3 b-
N.L.T.D. “Sirjus" has been temporarily esta
lahed at Comnell's Point and la now well under

wealgh with & personnel of mbout #fty.

depot at
The establishment of the temporary t
Connell's Polnt was made posa:.b!e :y thh:'g;t;edre
ture of Mr. J. Murdoch, who

2‘&1‘&. on hia property & building whichuh
guitable for the Cadets' reguirements. ' JI
Muyrdoch's gesture ls greathy appreciated by
ranks at "Sirius” Depol.

was
Inaugural Parade of t_he Comps‘ny
he'll:ihzn Sa‘:f.trdny, 12th May, in Cooneil’s Point
Reserve. The weather was perfect and the cere‘;
mony was well attended by locsl residents an
visitors.

nee of Officers and Ratings from
N.E;.l;}‘ﬁ’r:strnlls"' together l:m? a numhe;
of Officers and Retings from V\cmnp uca]e
"Beatty” Depota made the Inaugural sn:he
both impressive &nd iutemling." It gave o
Cadets of the new Depot ~Giriya” the re;‘m g
support on this Brst and important parade :26
sincere thanks ia extended to the Oﬂice'mdid ¢
Ratings of the Depots mentioned. They
really good job.

d
.1 anies had been drawn up am
lnapecutet:dl I:ycl:rpw. L. Hammer and the Mny;r
of Kogarah (Alderman D. Cross), Alderman d
Wright, who was Chgirman of proceedings, real
apologien received from those peopls unable lllo
attend. He then called upon the Mayor to make
an eddress and carry oWt the opening of the,
new Depot.

or expressed his plessure at belng
prg;t.u:ll{i afterpa ahort but interesting addrea:
he declared, on behalf of ihe N.S.W:: Branch od
the Navy League. N.L.T.D, “Siriua openb:dnet
the establishment of a Navy League Sea
Company in the St. George Diatrict.

At this stage, the Enaign was heisted and the
National Anthem sung by sil pre?ent.

apeakers at the ceremony were Mr. W,
ummsr. who represented the Central Exle‘cg
tive of the Navy League. Mr. G. Round, lh
ugirlys” Depot and Mr. Hale, of the Australlan
Nativea' Association.

les tock
ter the apeeches, ull the Compan
pn:tf Ip » March Past, Mr. W. L. Hammer taking{
the salute on behalf of the Central Executive o
the Navy League.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, light re-

tresh lied by the parents of the Cad-
etd ofu:'e;ut:u::i’wnu aarved by the Welfare Com-
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mittee to all present, thus ending & very success-
ful afternoon.

The Dance heid by the Wellare Committee on
Pth May wea a great success, both soclelly and
financielly, and It ia propesed to hold epother in
the near future. The Welfare Committee is very
grateful for the help it received by the way of
donations and gooda for the Dunce from various
waliwishers.

The Sub-branch is very much Indebted to the
following for donatlons:—

Mr. W, M. Currey, V.C., ML.LA., £1/1/-; Al
derman D. Croas, £1/1/-; Mra. R. Cristoflani,
£1/1/-; Mr. R, Cristofanl, £1/1/-; Mr. L. Sch-
nelder, £1/1/-; Mr, R, Richardacn, £1/1/-; Dr. A.
C. Thomas, £2/2/-; Australian Natives' Amsocia-
tion, £2/2/-; Roekdale Sub-branch R.SS. &
ALLA. £2/2/-; Dr. L. H, A. Phlllipa, £2/2/-;
Mr. H. Trudgeon, Semaphore and Morse fags.

Blection of Qffice-bearers of the Welfare Com-
mittee regulted [n the following:—President,
Mrs. L. Schnelder; Hon. Seeretary, Mrs, R, Cris-
tofani; Hen. Treasurer, Mra, J. Weood,

N.LT.D. "BEATTY," DOMAIN

The Younger Set are doing a great job of work
for this depot, and all OfScers and Ratings take
this opportunity to express to them their un-
qualified pralse.

Chiet Officer Matheson and 2nd Officer Walker
have the welfare of the Cadets at heart and their
excellent work In organizing classea and Atting
lada to becoma efficient in depot and in boat-
work ks reflected In the unlt's enthuslasm and
willingness, Third Officer O'Denzell is no less
keen than hin mepiors and his work ia much
valyed,

A pew boatshed will be built as scon as fin-
ances permit. Meatnwhile the best use possible ia
belng made of existing accommodation and facil-
Itien.

Promotion: Coxawaln McCanley to LS,

NLT.D. "AUSTRALIA"
{Contributed.)

The Commanding Officer, Mr. W, Hammer and
his Chief Oficer, Mr. W. Olsen, representing
Hesdquarters, visited N.L.T.D. “Canberra,” the

unit of the Navy League Sea Cadet Corps at
Qrange.

The Orange unit hes on its strength some 120
metmnbers, and 8 continuing to grow to such an
extent that & weiting list is now necessary.

Officers and Ratings alike are st present wear-
ing Ne. 10 rig, pending the tailoring of thelr No.
1 uniforma, and it ia very difficult to reeliy ex-
press just how well the Ship's Company in their
khaki rig ook

They are a credit ic those oficers who have
tralned them.

Without hesitation we pasa on a warnlng that
units of the Navy League on the foreshores of
Sydaey Harbour wiil bave to look to their laur-
els, as this depot has hoisted ful) sail and is well
oh the high peas with inter-company competi-
tiona as Ity objectlve,

Commander Hammer waa g gueat at the Arst
dance held in Orange to help swell the funds
of N.LL.T.D. “Canberra,” on Saturday, the 28th
Aprl), 1B45, the function proving to be an over-

whelming success and greatly benefited the depot
financlally,

The following dey Commending Officer Ham-
mer aecompanied by Officers Inapecied the entire
ship's company, after which the salute was
taken at a march pest of the officers and rat-
ings preseni. Commander Hammer addressed
the ahip's company at the conelusion of the
parsde ahd presented the officern with their war-
rants, commending Mr. J. P. Finegan, Q.C., and
those asaoclated with him, st the greai auccess
achieved.

An inspection was slso carried out of Lake
Canoboles as to its sultability for aailing and
roewing purposes, and proved aatisfactory,

It ia hoped that in the near future, plans mey
be made for this area and the lake to be used by
units of the New South Wales Branch of the
Navy Leggue Sea Cadet Corps for the purpose
of providing ¢smping facilitiea.

To the Officers and Bhip's Company N.L.T.D.
“Canberra,” best wishea are tendersd from the
OtSicers and Ratlngs of "Austrajia™ Depot.

Excellent progress i8 being malntained at
“Australia” Depot and 2nd Officer Wheeler aided
by Warrant Officer Hodge cnrried out duties of
administration very ably In the absence of the
C.0. end Chief OfScer.
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Suitable cap tallies bearing the depot's name

are being distributed to Ship'a Company.
i from

A party of three Officers sr_!d 28 Ratinge [ro
thia depot attended a parade in conjunction wilh
N.L.T.D. "Victory” on Anzac Day st Auburn.

Quite an exceilent parade waa w_hnased and
we wish to extend to the Commanding Officer of
"Yictory" our sincere apprecistion for extending
to our depot the invitation to attend.

It ia hoped that this inter-depot oo-operation
will increase in the Navy League Sea Cadet
Corpa.

Confrmations: Acting Chief Ofcer Olwen, W.,
to be Chief Ofcer as from 5/6/45. Acting
Second Officer Wheeler, H., to be Second OMcer
as from 5/5/45. Acting wartant Officer Hodge,
J., to be Warraat OMcer as from 5/5/45. Acting
Leading Seamen Taplin, 5., Ward, A, to e
Leading Seamen as from 5/5/45. Leading Sea-
men Flak to be Petty Officer on probation as
from 21/4/4%.

Appoimtment : Able Seamsd Jones to be Writer
on probation as from 2174745,

OfMicer Commanding R.M. Tranapori Battal-
jon, No, 4 Shed, Waolloomeoloo.

" Dfcer in Charge. R.N. Offcers’ Quarters,
Petty's Hotel, Sydney.

Norwood Hotel, Sydney.
Officer in Charge, R.N. Officers’ Quarters,

Commanding Offcer, R.N. Establishments at
B. & K. Camp, Gillespie Avenue, Boteny Rosd.

Quarters Officer, W.R.N.S. Quarters. "Tuscu-
fum," Potts Peint.

Quarters Officer, W.R.N.S Quarters, Bondi.

Director, Naval Branch of British Centre, 165
Phillip Street, Sydaey.

Meanager, R.N. Wet Canteen, No. 2 Shed, Cir-
cular Quay, Sydney.

Manager, R.N. Wet Canteen, 83 Goulburn
Strest, Sydney.

N.A.A.FI Canteen, No. 10 Shed, Woolloomoo-
lec.

Port Welfare Service Officer (R.N.. Room
1002, Barrack House, Barrack Street, Sydney.

Aast. Port Welfare Service Officer (R.N.),

You can be aswred of & Goed Drink by

visithng—

WATSON'S PARAGON HOTEL
Cireular Quay

84221 ——— Talephone B 4221

Cerrier Building, Woolloomooloo.

Secretary, Britiah Centre, Naval Officers” Club.
120 Macquarie Street, Sydncy.

Honorary Secretsry. British
Prrk, Sydney.

Honorary Secrelary, Dritish Cenlre, 321 Pitt
Street, Sydney.

Honorary Secretary, Junior Officers’ Club, 169
George Street, Sydney.

Centre. Hyde
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PAUSE BETWEEN BATTLES

How Men and Women of the Forces Spend Their Leave

To all fighting men there comee a time when a
thorough break and a day or twp out of the line
become & necessity, That's why, behind the
froat line in many battle arems, there are Reat
Camps where battle-werry men from the forward
aress may spend a few hours of reat and relax-
stion. This applies alsc to the men who are
not yet actually Aghting—the thousends still
in Britain, for instance, who are ceaselesaly walt-
ing and preparing for action. They, tco, need
s briefl period of rest end relaxation now and
agein. It gives them aew hesrt for their work,
new vitslity. So all the men and women in
Britein's Armed Forces are granted, whenever
clrcumatsnces permit, four separate weeks of
lenve in the year and an oceasionsl “Forty-eight™
In addition-—i.e., forty-¢ight hours to spend as
they like, away from the reatrictions of Army
life.

How do they apend these precious houra? For
moat of them the answer is very simple, just as
the thinga they like to do Bre simple things.
Few of them ¢rave the spectacular. They choose
the wmmall, upimportant pastimes that they
took plersuvre in before they joined the Forces,
whan the world was atill at peace. They enjoy
those small luxuries of freedom that they have
been remembering sll the time they have been
away—the thinga that mesn home. For many
of the men stll in the Home Country it is juel
a case of going back to their wives and kiddies.
Being st home sgeain i the moat precloua thing
in the worid—and it's not just the man in the
Forces who feels this. “When Daddy comes on
lesve" end “My husband's next leave”-—these
are the highlights of life for countleas wives and
children in war time. The looking forward to a
day or two off with her poldier husband is the one
thing thsat suatains meny a wife who ia volun-
tarily working long houre in Britaln's great war
factories, So. to the majority of the Forces,
“leave,”" whether short or long, means eimply
being with thoBe they care for again, enjoying
the comforts of home and sll that it means Lo
them—the soft bed, the hot bath, a cup of tea
(or even their breakfast) brought te them in
bed. Above all, the feeling that they are cn holi-
day, that there iz no need to burry or to do

thinge they do not choose to do.

For the longer periode of leave, of course, the
Forces need griety—dances, cinemas, theatres,
concerts. In Britain, everything possible has
been done by the people in the enterisinment
world to provide such mmuesement in apite of
war conditione. At mapy of them the members
of the Forces receive preferential trestment, pay
reduced prices. The same appliea in the base
areas sbroad. The photographa on these pagea
show some of the ways & man or a girl can
amuse himself or herself during leave at home,

5S¢, when the break i8 over, the men and
women of the Forces go back refreshed to their
work. Because of their brief return to s free
life, they carry ia their hearts a repewed realisa-
tion of how much home and the simple pesce-
time pleasurea mean to them. They retu [
the war more determined than ever to fi;
to 8 finish, to deatroy the brutsl regimes of
iam and oppression for ever, and bring
sgain peate and freedom to the peoph
nations throughout the world.

A Road to Peace

Lord God of Truth, here most men lis
To serve some apecial end:

0 make them nobdler, fit to live
Fully, brief years You lend,

Kill the cancerous growth of melf
In which whole nations breed:
Transmute to love the roots of hate

Till man is men in deed—

With all his fellowa' needy hia own.
His gifts for them st call:

No warping doubt, no wer time dread—
And work and play for All

B,
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ROWING

Crews of Navy League Sea Cadeta representing
junior &nd senior sections from “Warrego” De-
pot, Waolwich, and "Beatty” Depot, Domain,
with their whelers, met at “Victory” Depot,
North Sydney, recenlly snd competed with the
local cadets in two half-mile races,

The first race waa confined to Juniora and re-
aulted in an easy win for the Woolwich lada.
“Vietory” was second a&nd “Beatty™ third,

The second event. for Seniors, alao provided
Woolwich Cadets with a well-deserved win. Crews
from this company have & woaderful record of
wing since the compeny was formed more than
twenty vears ago. “Bestty” Crew was second
and showed vast improvement on past perform-
ances. “Victory” was third and its effort lacked
the team work and dogged determination dis-
pleyed when, over the same course in March
jast, it won after & most gruelling contest against
the Woolwich lads, who on thet occasion hed to
be content with second place, with “Australia”
Depot third end “Beatty"” fourth.

The winning crews were ably coxswained by
Mr, Ward, Chief Officer, "Warrego” Company,
gnd he deserved great credlt for the ability, ft-
ness and smart appearance of his Jada and for
the faultless conditiv.1 of his Company’s whaler.

Mr. J. A. Williams, the indefatigable Command-
lng Officer of “Victory™ Depot, did much to make
the meeting & success, Mr. Colllason, O.C.
“Warrego,” assisted a8 atarter. Captein Beale
oficiated ss Judge. Mr. G. H. Smith, O.C.
“Beatty” Depot, Mr. C. Walker and other officers
and friends were also present.

For Qur Visitors

If you wish to extend an iavitation o Naval
personnel to attend any particular function. per-
haps you would send small noticea giving il
details, to the addresses shown below, marked
nPor Information Board" and these will be
placed on the Notice Boards:—

8.R.A., R.N. Hoapital, Herne Bay.

Commodore, R.N, Barracka, Hargrave Park,
Livarpool, NS.W,

Commanding Officer. R.N. Air Station, Banls-
town.

Commanding Officer, R.N. Alr Station, Nowrs.

Commanding Officer, R.N, Air Station. Scho-
fields,

Commanding Officer, R.N. Air Station. Nahs-
wick, Jervis Bay.

Officer in Charge. R.N. Quarters, “Caire,”
Macleay St.. Potts Point.

Commanding Officer, R.N. Sub. Depot, No. 3
Sned, Woolloomooloo.

Commending Ofticer, RN. Harbour Craft.
Beanelong Point.

Commanding Officer, RN. A/8.  School,

H.M.A.S. "Rushcutter,”

Commanding Officer, A.A. Range, Cape Banks.
Officer in Charge. Fleet Mail Office. 62 York
§t., Sydney.

SERVICE TO SERVICEMEN
BY RED CROSS

Durlag the past year, Red Cross service in-
cluded the provision of more than 750 redios,
300 retrigera.lors. 20,000 pleces of furnliure,
100,000 books, 260,000 megazine, 33,000,000 cig-
greties, 15 tons of sweets and 25,000 gallons of
cordials for hospitals and medical units both in
Australia and overseas. Handcraft materlals
enceeding £20,000 in value were provided to re-

lieve tedium for patienta in medical eatablish- .

ments. The Society is now opersting 39 com-
valescent homea in Auatralia.

During the year the Cansdisa Red Crosa Soci-
ety packed 20,000 standard food parcela per week
for the Auatralian Soclety. Of these, 8,500 were
for immediate and reserve supplles for the
8,500 Australian prisoners-of-war in Europe.
while the remaining 1,500 represented a contri-
bution towards ihe general pool meintsined st
Ceneva for Empire and Allied prisoners of war.
The cost of these paréeis for the year waa
£382,000. The Soclety’s expenditure for all
purposea was at the rate of £5,800 per day, aad
all funds were derived from pubile donations.
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Are you in the Z ea'gae
Why not 7

THE NAVY LEAGUE IS...

o WATCHDOG of Notional and Imperial
security,

an ENEMY of apathy in all matters
naval and maritime,

a TRAINER of the citizens of to-morrow,

a PRESERVER of our glorious sea
heritage.

@ If you whbicribe to thesws ideals you whould whicriby to
the Laague‘s funds for their more perfect sHalmment

THE LEAGUE NEEDS NEW MEMEERS
WHY NOT JOIN NOW |

AFEANANANANANANAANANANANANANANANAS
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Cockatoo Docks &
The Navy League BIRT & COMPANY Engineering Co. Phv

(PTY.) L
NSW. Branch Y.) LIMITED Ltd.

4 BREOGE STREET. SYONEY, MW,

Pstr;:t: HM. The King PO, JOX SM 1, 620, " MC:rG?rcgirs ;:.; .
rom: M. Ll
His Excetlency The Governor of NS.W, [ ] Shi . .L N NAVT
The Lord Wakehurst, K.CM.G. ip-builders, Merina &  Enginsers
President: . - Genaersl
T. H. Sitk, MLCE, MINA. 4 Eagle ::"‘;‘ Yibane: Mutgrrvs Cold Storen, Inquiries invited
snley -y E. nband.
Execative Committes: COCKATOO ISLAND
Commander F. W. Hixson, 0.B.E, C. M. C. Shannon SHIPFING AND GENERAL AGENTS SYDNEY
8.8.D. Phone : W 1941 i
Sir Thomas Gordon, Kt W A. Mackay _ {10 lines)
Commander S, W. Spain D'Arcy M, Sheliey.
Commander J. R. Patrick, R.D. 8. Cooper, 88.D.

Hon. Treasurar: Hon. Socrotary: . SHOES
J. L. Milson. C. M. C. Shannon Commander F. W. Hixeon, O.B.E, 58.D. co
Tha largami and mest up-to-dete Shea Slore
Hon. Auditors: Secrotary and Editor of Jonmal: in tha Didrici, Full and hall sizws in ull siyles -

far man, woaman sad childran. Hare yov can

Robertson, Crans and Gibbone W. W. Beale, 0.B.E. choern your mact stylar and fiings and sacure

i.l‘.:h.:.‘ lowar prica thas you would pay M’mc’

AIMS AND ()BJ-‘EG’I.8 Your impaclion inviled :n:n:p::d'il:in'l:;"ir; '::ngihh;ﬂ?:z;:ub'::
. SLOMEX, |i contains th ful} tirangth and con.
THOMAS ROIINSON The Navy Laagua w o Voluntary Patuatic awnd non- tralad of the pei e
Sectanan Amocistion of British peoples, entzely outside A' 'AGLEY & SON ::‘d:iu .':::::I_ o primmt beaf and il
& SON PTY LTD pusty politica, desicous of rendering the grastes srvice “THE BOOT STORE" Try it for soups, grivies. navnubing besf taa,
. of which it i eapsble to the Bmpire, pnticullrly " and o matm raally daliciew andwichar . .

cannection with alf matters concarning the s 211212 BEAMISH ST.. CAMPSIE LF1In3 bul prand i thinly.
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MR. CHURCHILL'S PROSE

By PHILIP GUEDALLA In “Britain To-day"

It in pleasant to have a Prime Minister with a
prese atyie. In fact, perhaps It la not qulite 30
rare'in Britlsh polliics as we sometimen Imagine,
In spite of Johe Morley's discouraged dictum that
“the accomplished writer” is the most damning
form of Introduction for any speaker to a public
meeting. For two, at lenst, of Mr, Churchill’s
predecessors made a real contribution to Engllak
letters, and nearly all the rest wrote books. But
the booka they wrote were mostly pamphleteer-
ing, reminiacence, or coliected npeeches, with the
brilliant exceptions of Lord Rostbery, whose
florid prose advanced English blography, and
Lord Beaconsfield, who wrote {for better or for
worse) Disraell's novels. But none of them ex-
cept the last-named ever made a resl llving by
the pen. Lord Romebery was far too lordly and
00 intermittent for a professional carver of
letters; and theugh Mr. Giadstone sdorned the
graver perlodicals with hls stately slisrnation
between theology and the results of his Bilghtly
Bome-made archasclogy upon Homeric themes, it
may be doubied If his Iierary earnings formed
an important contribution towards the malnten-
ance 0f Hawarden Castle. But Mr. Churchill has
earned a lvlng with his pen for more than forty
YeArs. b

His Arat exercises In the exclting fisdd of war
correspondence ensured that the author of “The
Story of the Malakand Field Force" (1888)
would never lack employment »o long a8 Queen
Vietorla's armafes were in the field. When
Kltcherer sdvanced from Egypt leto the Sudan,
“The River War" (1899) gave readers a full and
admirably orgenized gurvey of the reconguest
of the Nile Valley, & region of which the author's
strategy has Bince become the unsleeplng guar-
dian. War lg Bouth Afrlca elleiled two volumes
of war correspondence, of whieh “London to
Ladyamith via Pretorla™ (1500) inciuded an
excliing narrative of Mr, Churchlil's brief sub-
mergence as a prisener of war. Then politics
sbsorbed him; and his pen was laid aside In
favour of the alided art of oratery. For Mr.
Churchili'a writlng hag rarely travelled very far
from the spoken word, Dlctation has often been
his meihod; and as hin firat love (like his
fatier's) was the rolilng periods of Gibbon, they
rolled more pasily If he was speaking them,

Now he wan speaking & great deal, as his mark
in public life was mede a8 an insurgent Tory and
later as 8 Liberal recrult. But there was one
80lld and accomplished exception to this busy
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politician’s life of spoken words. Fuor he was
working stesdlly st the blograpky of “Lord
Randolph Churchill” (1908) ; and the reanit was
an astonishing performance by an author who
bhed just turned thirty and was hin subject's
gob. His devotion to his father wany sdmirably
controlled b a well-managed narrative that
shares [ts gubject’s enmitles and yet contrives to
jeave his trugedy unspoilt by partisanshlp. Few
tathers have had 1 better son; and ne son has
written an adored parent's life half mo well.

After. this schicvement Mr, Churchil's Muse
immersed herself in current politics, until the
war of 1914-18 moved him to arrange his per-
sonal experiences upon the targer canvas of itm
course ib the six mubstential volumes of “The
World Crisis” (1923-31). The arld grace of
Balfour, whoae indolence wis quite incapable of
such an effort of sustained composition, dismins-
od it airlly ay “Winston’s brililant Autobiography,
disguised as a history of the universe.” But it
was & great deal more than that; and it coniains
Mr. Churchili's style in its mature development.
Ehetoric is always present, when a situation
seerms to call for it; and & student from the moon
could disgnose it lnstantly s the work of 8
strategist of kigh eloquence, To that extent the
book, in both its matter and ita manner, is a true
mirror of Winaton Churchill.

But slighter touches may be added to the por-
trajt from bis minor writings. Whilat his military
grasp in always present in ki major achlevement,
the four volumes of “Mariborough: His Life and
Timea” (1833-8), a sustained exercise tn histori-
cal narrative extended for the purposé of dis-
posing Anally (if there be finality in history) of
every criticiam directed aguiost his great an-
cestor, Mr. Churchill reveals more of himself in
reminiscence, o the casusl gleanings  of
“Thoughts and Adventures” {1832), the informal
memories of “My Early Life" (1530), and the
cecanlonal portraita of “Great Contemporaries”
(193T), now republished with three fresh
shetches. More thun one of them is an additien
to our Enowledge of the Agures with whom the
authot was brought into comtect. But a larger
audience will value them for the light they throw
upon the suthar. It s thoroughly unjust to
write of them, as a contemporary critle wrote on

their first sppearance two years before the war,
that “Mr. Churehill gleams back at us from
twenty-fve looking glaseds, formidable, affection-
That was not the author's

ate and lovable

purpcse, abd 1t is by po means the unintentional
efect of his sketches, But it i guite impossible
to write reminiscences of others without appear-
ing on the poene oneself, I made that humibating
discovery more than twenty years mgo, when
trylng to write gornething about s sehool con-
ternporary lost lo the last wer. For a high pro-
portion of my memories of him turned aut to be
memories of things that I hed sald or dene when
he wan there, That, unfortunately, i bow the
pormal mind ls apt to work: we cannot all be
Boswells. But Mr, Churchlli iy not unduly pre-
sent in these mernaries of hin farmer leaders and
colleaguen, though a blographer in hot pursult
of Bim once found valuable evidence distributed
about this volume. )

They are Jess t aa spicimens of Mr.
Churchlli's style. For that s essentlally a full-
dress affuir; and these are casual essays. Hie
informal manner is more fully represented Io
“My Early Life,” where he moves geninlly
through his memories of fife before he entered
politics. But his real notlon of bow English
should be written appears [n the more majentlc
passages of “The World Crisls" or “Marl-
borough,” since be views history am sometbing
in the nature of & full-dress debate in the House
of Commons, where be intervenea with the full
welgbt of the Front Bench. It may well be
doubted whether Mr, Churchill could bave
achiaved the nmazing oratorical succesaen, which
revived all Englinh spirits in the stricken summer
of 1040, uniess he had behind him the long ex-
perience of B tralned writer. It was a manner.
a3 well as a man, tbat spoke, when he announted
that “we shall defend our lstand, whatever the
coat may be, we shall ight on the benches we
shail Aght on the landing grounds, we shall fight
in the feida and in the streets, we shall fight In
the hills: we skall never surrender.” For the
world found out that sumamer how much it could
owe to a sihgle nation and how much & nation
can owe to & prose mtyle. -

‘}’d{' WAD SAVINECS
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REBUILDING THE
AN OUTLAY OF

MERCHANT FLEET

ABOUT £500,000,000

By SIR ARCHIBALD HURD im “The Navy”

British merchant ships of about 12,000,000
tons gross, passenger and carge lpers, oll
tankers and coastal vessels, have been sunk
sitice the war began. The Battle of the Seas i»
not yet over, so there may be Turther lomses, It
flares up from time to time, when the Germanm
develep some new meann of attack and there In
necensarily a time-lag before effective counter-
measures can b put in aperstion. 8o the afficers
and men, ay they continue to pass over the peay
with cargoen of epsentla) supplies for the armies
or for the people of the Britlsh Isles, have to
be on the alert, by night an well as by day, pre-
pared to dea! with torpedo, gun, bomb or mine.

What is somstimnes called the Merchant Navy,
though It differs In most respects from the Rayal
Navy since it conuists of many fleets of privately
owned ships manned by rcivillany, must still re-
main oo & war footing until the U-bost mnd the
bomber have been finally mastered. The ships
will go on sailing, for the most part, ln convoy
under the protection of men-of-war and aireraft,
the merchant ahips themselves, which wers
never lnte:’ded for the violence of war, being
provided with defensiv :
provided e, ui well as offermive,

But, though the Battle of the Seas contin
ﬂ;lpownerl sre already considering the pmbu:::
of replacing their losses, so far ss muppies of
labour and materlal permit. How many shipe
should they bulld? What will they cost? How
::.:h;'y be paid ;olrf? Those are gquestions that

ABgWere
must be an the owners are to rebulld

Only those whe study Lloyd's Re
Skipping realize the chahges t!:l t:m bfll:nmnre 2;
commertial sea power which occurred between
;:;;.l: and 1039, During thome years, British ship-

was engaged in a losing struggle ut
heavy odds (subsldies and otber forme ofaﬁﬂr
competition), with the result that, whereas 41.8
mmtofﬂlthemerchmtdipsnﬂonwm
ﬂi}:g under the Britiah flag in 1014, that pro-
portion had fallen to 28.1 par cent. in 1689, The

thanges which occurred
ko Table L ote In those years are ahown

Table I

THE CHANGE IN THE BALANCE OF
COMMERCIAL SEA POWER

Plun ar Mings

LT
firoma Tons e

Couniries
Great Britain and

17,891,134 -5.3
3,110,791 -B0.7
1,174,044 B2.5
2,033,023 -52.8
4,482,082 =121
1,780,666 .116.9
2,969,578 -10148
3424804 -139.4
5629845 +2285
4,833,813 41470
902,251 +2.1
1,577,120 -553
8000802 43308
2,451,841 8.5
6,438,354 851
World total ... ... 68,509,432 -50.0

During the years which Intervened between
the real peace af the early vears of the century—
that M, down to 1814—and the uneasy peace
which succeeded the First World War (16818 to
16397, ships were bullt by every maritime coun-
try, except Britain, without regard to the amount
of trade to be carried. Resort was bad to every
concelvable device to encourage unnecesmary
ahipbullding and, ones the ships were built, to
keep them on the trade routes, '

When the Flrst World War en lesso .
was apparent Victory had bee‘:edv.r::e by n:
power—sahips of comenerce malling under the
protaction of ships of war, for at that time the
aeroplane wan of litle account. S0 a race began
in all the shipyards of the world, except those
of the British Isles, though Internatlonal trade
::: depressed after the short-ived post-war
Mmumetouend. In practizally al] forelgn

pyards except those of the Unitad States,
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which hed inheriteé a vast progremme of ships
built and building as & reselt of its fGne wer
emergency drive, keels continued to be laid.

The Governments of the Axis Powers were
maat lavish in providing money o encourage
the building of ships and their maintenance on
the trade routes. even though they sailed with
litlle cergo or few passengers.

Germany had surrendered all the ses-going
ghips under the Peace Treaty. The Reich Govern-
ment, proteating that it was too poor to pay
reparations for the incalculable injury which it
had done, waa 3o rich that it cowld efford to
fingnce the building of & new fieet, and by 1938
Germeny had aimost as much tonnage as it had
in 1914—new ships of high apeed and in every
way more efficient thea the obsolescent or obso-
lete tonnage which it bad surrendered. Tisly,
under the influence of Mussolini, pursued & simi-
lar policy. large sums being spent in building
ships gnd keeping them at sea. But the most
determined course was pursved by Jgpan, which,
even during the First Worid War, had continued
her preparations for dominating Far Esatern
waters.

When this century opened, Japan bhardly
counted as a seg power. MHer ngvy was smell.
She possessed only about half a willion tons
gross of merchant shipping: by 1913 that fgure
had been trebled: by the end of the Firat World
Wer, during which the other Allies had becn
preoccupied in defeating the common enemy.
suffering heavy losses of tonnage, Japan's mer-
chant shipping bad rapidly incressed, and by
1919 it wes of 2,435,000 tona grosa; when she
made her treacherous attack on Pearl Herbour
and aubsequently overran British, French and
Dutch territories, she posseased no less than
5,630,000 tons. This shipping was immedigiely
employed in the various amphibious military
operations on which she had embarked.

With 5,630,000 tons gross of merchant ship-

ping and a nevy in the 8rst renk, Japsn asswmed

| thet she could not be defeated in cerrying out
| her aggressive designs. This expansion had cost
| the Japenese people many millions of yens, but
they were told that it wes an investment which
would bring rich rewsrds, In “The History of

continued\ on Page §
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World Shipping” (Fayle} it is stated that "the
highly subsidized Japanese lines made proilts :Io
large that they could have distributed a hand-
some dividend even without the subsidy, which
\hus became @ sheer gift from the natlon to the
shipowners.”

e shipping, & well as the ship-buliding In-
du'::jry. w&pnfmd by the Jepanese Government,
as hag since become evident, for the purposes of
war. Other maritime countries, Gireece, with
low operaling coatm, Helland, iz order to main-
tgin her communications with her Far Eastern
poasessions, Norway, which developed & pros-
perous business in carrying oil, and other coun-
tries also built many ships io these years, some
with the Gnsncial backing of ihe taxpayers and
gome without such support.

Thuoa British shipping was handicapped on all
the trade routes. The Chamber of Shipping re-
peatedly called the attention of suwccessive
Governmenis to the unequal struggle which
British shipowners were maintaleing with t_he
result 1hat, though there were fewer Brlus_h
vessels aficat, bundreda of them had to be laid
up, which meant lhat tbousands of oficers and
men could not ge to sea. No official actlon wan
taken. Bul British shipewnera would oot aban-
don ke principles of free access to an open
freight market. They declared:—

The British shipping industry, in the. in-
teremts of this country and of the Emplre,
should adhere to the policy of Freedom of the
Seas, oo a footing of equallty for all ships,
under all Baga, in all perts, in all International
and in all ioter-Emplre trades, and o 0 doing
it will best serve the Interesis nol only of
British trade and shipping, but of the trade

» and shipping of the world.

When the war by means of subsidies and
other forms of fsg discrimination was at Its
height. the Chamber of Shipplag Fecorded that
«the appalling conditions” to which the shipplng
industry kad been reduced were maloly attrl-
butable to the direct and indirect actlon of
governments in bringing ships Inta existence [or
palitical, and not comimerclal, reasons, and in
persistlng in the runoing of such ghips at heavy
loss, at the cost of the tewpayers. whilst such
governments had at the same time been knpesing
ever-inereasing limitatlonn and restristions om
the valume af the cargoes passing through their
ports. “State-aided shipe, like ‘*dumped goods.
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have n¢ place in trade—ibey are & standing
menace (o the freight market and hamper the
operation of all ships operating on &n economir
basis."

The Imperial Economie Confcrence discussed
the maticr end passed & resclution which, it
wes hoped, would lead Lo effective action by the
Governmentg of the British Commonwealth of
Nsalions.

“En view of the vital imporiance to the Briliah
Empire of safcguarding its overaeas carrving
trade againsl &l forms of discrimination by
foreign countrics, wheiher open or disguised, the
represenlativea of the Governmenta of Lhe Em-
pire declare:

“1, Thal it is their establiahed practice 1o
make no discrimination betwecn the flags of
shipping uaing their poris, end that they have
no intention of departing from thia practice &g
regarda couniries which treat ocesn-going
shipping under the Britiah 8ag on & {roling of
equality with their own national shipping.

*2. Thal. in the cvent of danger arising in
future to the overseas shipping of the Emypire
thirough an attempt by s foreign country to
discriminate againsi ihc British fiag, the
Governments of the Empi:e will consul
togeiher g8 Lo ihe besl meana of meeling the
situation.”

Nothing was done to meet the challenge to
the Britlsh shipping Industry either by the
Government of Ihe United Kingdom or any onc
of the Dominlens. But in July, 1938, when the
war-clouds were overshadawing the world, the
British Government submiticd 2 Bill 10 the
House of Commons providing for loans and
granta Lo enable the British indusiry &l lexst in
maintain the unequal struggle againat ell the
vatious forms of unfair compeiltion 10 which it
hed been exposed for so many years. The Bilt
was silil wnder discussion when Germany sank
the Donaldsen liner “Athenin” on 3rd Scplember.
1839, the day the war begen, 2nd the Bill was
perforee abandoned,

Thua it happened that the war opened when
ihe shipping industry wes in dire distress end
with nancial reacnrces greally reduecd. Where-
as more Lhas half the world's shipping had heen
under the British Bag at the beglaning of the
centuzy, Lhatl proporiion had fallen 10 jusi over
one-quarier. .

For the second time in the memory of the
older shipowners the induatry hea had to bear
the brunt of a world war, with the result that
ahips of 12,000,000 tona gross have been sunk
and 30,000 officers and men have made the great
wacrifice thal the cause of world freedom might
trivmph. Victory ia now In sight. Aa the
Miniater of War Transport (Lord Leathers) had
staled, “Mo induatry has made greater aacrifices
or greater efforts 10 ensure this resull than the
British shipping industry and certainly no body
of men has suffered greater casualties in pro-
portion Lo thelr numberz than the officers and
men of the Merchant Navy,”

The merchant fSeeta of this couniry must be
restored because we arc islanders, dependent on
sca transport for practically all the raw melerials
on which we work and for two-lhirds of our
food. Preighta consiituie our largesl exporis,
invisible exporia. Moreover, Lhe shipplag indus-
try provides work, ashore or afleat, for sbout
one million workers and Lhe Governmert is
pledged Lo mairtain full employment. The ahip-
vards and engine shops can build the ships—al
a pricc. A tramp ship which coat £65.000 in
1913 cannot be built now for lesa than £230,000,
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and the cost is atill increasipg. ‘The rise 1o ship-
yard prices of passenger and carge liners, oil
tankera snd coastal shipa nes been at least as
great, and in the case of linera much higher.
Therein lies the provlem of replacing the shipa
which have been sunk during the paat five and
g half vears, It Ia true that many ships have
been built by the Goverament and are being soid
to shipowners, but they are shipe of standardized
typea and for the moat part pre-war design,
whercas it is neceasary that well-balanced feets
of the highest efficiency should be constructed
to meet the demands of all the routea and aif the
trades.

The sum which the British shipping indusiry
must Bnd in order to make good the revages of
war wsy be put st about £600,000,000. There
is not &8 much meney as that available because
the Government decided that no “"war profita—
the profita of acarclty—ahoutd be made. It was
the Brat time in the history of shipping that

auch g self-denying ordinance had been imposed
on the industry, but the ehipowners agreed to it
becsuae it waa politically advisable not to Bght
the issue.

The industry cannot meet the cost of rebulild-
ing the-merchant feet; some wections are betier
off then olhers, but, taking the whole industry,
there is & gap between the amount received by
way o¢f insurance plus depreciation funds, and
the sums which muat be paid for the replace-
ment vesseis, How that gap s to be bridged
is the immedigte problem.
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WILHELMSEN LINE

{Norwegian Australian Line)

REGULAR SERVICES MAINTAINED
WITH FAST MOTOR VESSELS
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WILH. WILHELMSEN AGENCY
PTY. LTD.
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INSIDE THE SUB.

. By ONE WHO WAS THERE

1t is very qulet inside the submarine, The faint
huym of the motors and awxiilary machinery
makes ar much nolse comparative to the silence
a# & tube train in a tunnel. The crew ptand
ready &t thelr diviog matlons and ail eyes in the
control room which are not doing something mare
Important are on the Capiain aa he peers through
the periscope. The distant tangle of mants
slghted by the officer of the watch are resolving
themselvea Inio pomething more definite. This ia
the real thing, that for whick we have practised
8¢ much during the preceding months, We for.
get, at this moment, the monotony and strain of
exercises seemingly without end, the dull routine
af doing the wame thing over and over agein
uatil the possibility of mistake becomes pimoat
non-axiatent.

The Captaln is talking, half to bimself: “Two
merchant packeis and four—no, ive—weavers!”
We look at each other, Five escoris iz going
some. Jerry i3 geiting fond of his iew remalning

ships. “Down periscape, steer two fve five."”
*“Steer (wo 8ve 8ve, alr,” replies the helsman.

* The Capiain, having coosidered the enemy course

and mpeed, has decided the position from wklch
he wili start to attack. The bosat shakes alightly
a4 the motory incresse epeed. After 8ve minutes
we slow down oncc more before ralsing the peri-
scope. If we did not reduce, the “feather” made
by the periscope would be of a size likely to be
sighted by enemy look-outs,

“Stert the attack!" The navigator and signal-
man set their stop-waicheg. The intense congen-
tration throughout the boat cea almost be felt,
The Captain is speaking sgain: “Bearing red five

" five, I am twenty degrees on hia starboard how,

range ten thousand." The navigator plota this
informetion on the chart and gives the Caplain
enemy’s course,

Torps docs strange things with his caleulator
and telie the Captain the result. Proceedings are
aimoat dull.

serving ON ALL FRONTS and Backs

NILE ATHLETIC SINGLETS

Whersver hard-wear-

ing qualities and

genuine comfort are

p.r.mouni you'“ th

NILE Singlets. Made

to stand up to wear -
and washing,

MADE BY THE MAKERS OF NILE COLORFAST HANDKERCIHIEFS
Masufachurad by Panser Sefigeods Indusiries Piy, Cfd., (34 Groadway, Sydnay

June, 1948

Tﬂl‘“mm
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The Captain is the only man oo board whe
knows what ls going on. Onp his shoulders rests
the entire responsibility ; there Is no one even to
suggest his courss of action. His decigion will
bit or miss the target. In ne other ehip ia the
commanding officer ag completely on his own.
He pow decides that there iy nothing further ta
be gained by closing the convoy and orders
"Stand by to fire gix torpedoes!"

The torpedo officer reports “Tubes ready”

my mouth feels dry in anticipation, Submgrinﬁg
doea not admit much of the red-bot fury of cloge
engegement. The whole attack is surgleally
clean without blood, cordite smoke, ahattered
bodies or noise. A torpedo attack ia very im-
personsl and our thoughte are not usially those
of hatred against the target's crew. Success
gives one a feeling of aesthetio pleasure pome-
what akin to winning a grme of chess,

For ;" this, bowever,
mate, sitting on hia peat by the firln, in
tbe tube space, tightens his fingers sropu::;“the
Ering lever ag he thinks of his wrecked horae in
Porapey.” '“Fire one!” A faint hiss of ¢om-
preseed air, the boat recoils alightly as the tor-
pedo leaves the tube. “'Fire twe!”

the torpedv gunner's

The salva is away; the rating listenin
. vRY; B reports
.‘To:pedoes running, sir, and on a consiant bear-
Eg. Torps heaves a eigh of relief. That clears
M.

We all wait for the result a8 nine tho
pounds’ worth of taxpayers' money speedu: a::
wards the (we hope) unauapecting foe. "“How
long before we hear anything, pilot ?" asks the
Captala. That officer scribbles on a pad. "A
minute thirty scconds, sir."

The large second band on the econtrol room
clock creepe round the dlal. One minute thirty——
th_lrty-ﬂve—forty—forty-ﬂve. Ws can't have
misped. Then it happens. One dull reverbera.
tion in followed closely by another. The hoat
shudders from stem to slern, but everyone grine.
We've done it. If confirmation werd wanted, we
tan now distinetly heer the enemy vease! hreak-
Ing up; but now, instead of having our tump of
augar after the medicine, the posltion is reversed.
The distant ticking of the escort’s screws in
becoming louder. “Shut of from depth
charging." .

We are oow at the depth to which we go ders

ing the counter-attack. Three. uarters h
crew have never been depth-chagged belo: lt:.d
the next few hours may be unpleasgnt. The
screw noises have now become loud indeed and
:#e furious escort is paseing directly overhasd.
e all think the same thoughts—of thoge
charges perbaps even now dropping through the
water towards us, There Ia not a #0u) on board
who doss not feel timorous, just as I dem't
believe there ia anyone who doesn't feel emp
i:;;i:: when he hears the whistle of g bomb at

1t comed—ocrash! crasyt crash ! BOIDE
Hercules had beaten our presaure_ha:ll if\with ]
glant sledge-hammer. Too near to be comfopt-
able. A few lights £o oul. The corking on the
deckhead falls to the deck Hke Askes of snow
We look towards the Captain. “Don't ook no.
but .. ." He makes the weak Joke and '
Hls confidence spreagds through the boat like &
fresh breezs. The next patlern is oot quite so
cloge, as opr avoiding action takes eMect.

Eventually, after g few more desul

» 143 at

the enemy Iea?ea us, presumably borypict;c:;
survivors. Optimiam now knows no hounds.

The signaiman has atarted to Bow the first bar

on gur Jolly T whith h ;
e el mm th he secretly made betore

thumb through Talbot-
Booths to fnd the tg{peinand tonnage of our
4 in high good hu 3
1!:: says he could see the crew of lt;hca nhlpnlmel'.:

lfa over the side smoking. He couldn't Quite ses
what brand of cigarettes. We all feel Ane,
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DID YOU KNOW?

There are 11,00-000 men aad women In the
services In the United States of America.

"War casualties among British civilians, in-
cludlng clvil defence workers, uatl German
bombing epded were: kiiled 57208 (imcluding
7,250 children aad 23,757 women), lajured
78,818.

World suppliea of meat in 1845 are expected
to be 8.200,000,000 I1b. {15 per cent.) short of the
needs of Allied military {orces and civilians in
the United Kingdom, Canada, the United States
of America, aad Uberated arens.

Im Australia leat vear 18,300 tons of mutton
was dehydrated aad 116,800 tons of beef and
muiton canned. All dehydrated meat and 80
per cent. of canaed meal were supplied to the
pervices.

Of 43 different types of aircraft fown by
Royal Australlan Air Force personnel, seven
have been menufsctured in Australia.  One
additional type has just come off the production
lines.

Bixty-one members of ithe Royal Australian
Navy have recelved awards for services in
HM.A. 83 “Auetralia,” “Shropehire” and
“Arnata” lo the laading on Leyte in the Philip-
pines, and the defeat of the Jap. fleet fn the
Battle of Surigeo Strait.

Among tham was Acilng Chlsf Petty Officer
B. C. McCarthy, of the “Arunta,” the first man
in the Roval Australian Navy to be awarded a
Bar to his Distingulshed Service Medal.

His {ather won the Vietoria Cross in the siege
of Ladysmith during tke Boer War.

MeCarthy was also mentioned la despaiches
for service in the battleship “Malaya” at Jutiand
In the last war, 8ad won the Disilagulshed Ser-
vice Medal in M. A S. “Napier” at Crete,

Of the 1905000 pervons employed In Austra-
Ha, excluding farm workers and service per-
sonnel, 1,274,000 are men and 631,000 women.

New Zealand's war costs now exceed
£500,000,000. To 31st March, 1945, lend-leame
ald fornished £84,000,000, while New Zealand's
reciprocal aid totailed over £58,000,000,

Of Australin's 120,000,000 sheep, 85 per cent.
are hardy, drought-resiating merinoa. Graziers
market 10,000,000 fat lambe & year.

The Commonwealth Marins Salvage Board
selvaged 600,000 tonw of shipping and 500,000
tong of waluable war equipment between 1942
and the end of January, 1545,

When war began 477,000 men were in the
armed forces in Britain. By June, 1§44, the
Agure was 4,500.000.

Malaria affecta up to 300,000,000 of the world’s
populetion every year. The annual death-rell
from thie fever averages 3,000,000,

About 1300 United States induairial plants
and other facliltles, costing £5,000,000.000 will
become surplus property after the war, it is
officially estimated.

Canada's total hydraulic development I8
10,283,213 horsepower. One-ffth of this total
has been Instalied In the laat Ave years,

Lest year Australia produced 1,035.000 tons
of meat, compared with 963,000 tons in 1938-39.

PALMERS, .OF PARK STREET
MEN'S & BOYS' QUYFITTERS
*

Tailored o measure Hats
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F. J. PALMER & SON
LTD.
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MACHINE TOOLS
WOODWORKING MACHINERY
SMALL TOOLS
ENGINEERS® SUNDRIES
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POOLE & STEEL
PTY. LTD.

43 STEPHEN STREET

BALMAIN
N.S.W.

GENERAL ENGINEERS “
BOILERMAKERS
SHIPBUILDERS
DREDGE BUILDERS

INVEST IN WAR LOANS

| °

Plans, Specifications and Estimates prepared
for Mining Dredges and Plant of all kinds.
Electric Welding and Oxy-Acetylene Work.

Telegrams:

"POOLSTEEL," BALMAIN, N.S.W,
Telophones: WB 1031, WB 1058

J. BAYLEY & SONS PTY. LTD.

°
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®
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Buy War Savings Certificates

S. HOFENUNG & CO.
LTD.

CLARENCE STREET
SYDNEY

Who wish the League Every Success
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