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HE openiog of the year reveals the Incresskegly improving postion of the
5. Allied pations. And It would seem that nothing short of major blunders on
the part of Allied lemders can aliter the posithon.

Bot what the ordinary clilsen—the faxpayer must keep ir mind ls that the
wir b far from ended. The Germang are far from defeat, while the Japanese
bave so far only had a toe or two damaged.

The faking of Tarawa by the Americans lllusirates convincingly the tmak
that Ues ahead of us in the Paciic. Tarawa 1s bot a geographic plopoint in the
ocean and yet Hs capinre wes cosfly. It Is pot too much to say that when
Japan has bad the outer fringe of her laland defences wresfed from her the
bloodiest fighting will begin. Tarsws on a glgantkc scale Is a polnter to what
can be expected.

The Philipplnes woald seem fo the layman the obvious cholce for the eventoal
major landing for the purpose of cutting the newly aoquired Japanese empire In
two, bat fo accomplish soch & colossal task ¥ to muliiply Tarawn by oot less
than u hundred thousand. As the attackers’ Moes of communleation lengihen
they are apt fo be more readily broken; so too as the defenders’ llnes of supply
shorten they become stronger and more effective.

There are stlll some people who belleve that long distance bomblng will be
the principal wethod of subdulng the Japanese people; this writer entirely
disagrees with such s bellef. Perhaps complete and overwhelming defeat of the
Japanese will be found in Taraws repested on sn Improved plan and on a seale
the vastness of which has not yet been objectively visuallsed or fully coniem-
pinted even by our leaders.

The taking of oater-fringe atolls and islands s not llkely to entice the maln
Japanese naval atrengih o a declslve showdown, but when therw is no alterna-
tive, or before, the Jap Seet will be thers.
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OCEAN HAVOC

By L LUARD in “The Selsv.er."

", Whilst pasalng through the Firth the Aloer
marle . . . shipped two heavy seas which weshed
away her fore-bridge, with everyone on it, and ev
en dispinced the roof of the conning tower; hund-
reds of tona of water flooded the decks and pour
ed down below . . . The ship presented an extra-
ordinary sight, the sea having made 8 clean wwee
p of ner bridge and everything on it. In all
our experience of the Pentland Firth, we had ne
ver witnessed such havoc before . . ."—(Extract
from “The Grand Fleet, 1514-18," by Admiral of
the Fleet, Earl Jellicee.)

AW7HEN Fuirfax—midshipman of the watch—
Y prought the news, one morning eariy in
November, 1915, that the six senior snotties of
H.M.S. Africa were to be tranaferred to H.MS.

Albemarle, we felt certain that our new duties -

promised far more excitement thun those In the
grey obscurity of northern mists.

H.M.S. Albemarle wna one of the Duncans, a
clams before our ship, differlng from her in that
ghe cartled oo 9.2-inch turrets. We were still
clinging to our position ua Third Battle Squad-
ron of the Grand Fleet, but our lack of speed
handicapped the Dreadnoughts, and complicated
depioyment problems. The dispatch of Hibernia
and Zealandia in company revealed the begln-
ning of the end. Our day was over, The Klng
Edwards were bowing to seething shipyards;
soon men wolld remember them only in name.
The "wobbly eight” and the “mine bumpers”
would be recalled in fleeting reminiscence, in
flaghes of wit, in fullness of wisdom; buat their
stars shine In the night of Ume.

None of these thoughts struck me then. I

" was glad to be on the move. Fleet sweepa, coal
ship, gunnery evelutions, following one anothcr,
. month after month, had chilled the first flery

ardoar of war., Bot our imaginations had been

f incited by the heroic.

. “Four twelve.inch, fourteen aix-inch, and »
~ collection of twelve-pounders,” Falrfax sald.
=Hupposed to be n shade faster than the old
Africa. Hasn't quite the freeboar) for'ard, bes
{ske? We'll be the only snottiea aboard. Decent
m ;t sub., too, Wonder what the commander’s

The last question wams vital. Upon the
wiiims of the commander pivoted our fate. He
was King by divioe right, and hls every word
was law; in his hands were held the keys of
neaven and hell, and we wondered which he
would loose. He met us at the gangway, sur-
veyed us, seemed satisfied, and we, in our turn,
surreptitiously scanced his features, seeking to
digcover hidden traits.

“Gunroom for stations,” he ssid to the senior
midshipman. We doubled away.

I found mysel told off as a waichkeeper;
and this, of course, meant anything. One might
be allewed to con the ship in quieter moments,
or keep statlon and exasperate the engine-room
staff with terme increases or decreases of reve-
lutions. But when the atmosphere on the bridge
became tense, the chief art in watchkeeping was
to lle low, fade from vision, vanish, dissppear—
remaining only within earshot, in case of com-
mand to convey to others Qlympian messages.
This daty was no sinecure, demanding often w
discriminating tsct and an ability to paraphrase
sentences, transposing frank mssertion into
shrewd suggestlon.

“We're favourites of fortune,” Fairfax asld.
“Clommander's n good sort, sub-Heutenant's sasy-
golng. What else could we wish? . . . The
owner7—oh, he's ah right You'll be able 1o
give me your flrat bmpreasions nt eight bells,”

I made my way to the bridge, climbed the
ladder to moakey's island, and reported: “Mld.
shipman of the watch, air." Nobody tcock sny
notice. I caught snatches of cooveraation: "Des-
tination Dardanelles . . . Coal firmt at Milford
Haven . . . Gibraltar ., . . Based nt Mudros . . .
Evacustion probably , . .”

"Signal from Hibernia to welgh, sir,” the chief
yeoman reported. *Answering pendant close op,"
be fung In m koarse mutter to the signal Doy
below. "Executlve, pir,” he wnnounced n minute
ntar,

“Welgh,” the eaptaln ordered through a mega-
phope to the first-leutenant on the fo'c'sle.

The cable cume home, link by link, hosed and
scrubbed by duty men; and the ship quivered
to the struin ss if in protest,

{Continued on Page 4)
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{Continued from Pagr 1)
“Anchor'a aweigh, sir. Clear anchor,” came
faintly from her bows.

From Hibernis's yard-arm a hoist of flags
broks: "Form single line ahead Ter knota.”

The ravigntor atooped over a voice-pipe.
“Half-apeed shend, both. One fifty revolutlons.”
The water aatern swirled into seething foam; the
shlp vibrated, gathered way; a deepening tremor
turped Ioto 8 sieady rhythmic pulsation. We
fell into line two cables astern of Hibernis with
Zeplandia an equel diatance aaters of us.

It waa difficult to realise we were bound south,
»0 sudden had been the news; and aa we slipped
past line after line of apchored ships, ateadying
Aoally on the central span of the Ferth Bridge,
we took on pew Mlfe and purpose, am If freed
from an Immensity of silent power that, domlin.
ated by an lmplacable force, screned an Inserot-
able Intantion.

A volee broke upon my thoughts. "Midshlpman
of the watch."

“gir” "Make up the log.”

I went to the chartroom and wrote: “1 pm.
Weighed. 1.5 p.m. Ter knots; single line abead
in company with Hlbernia and Zealandia, Course
ag requisite for leavicg harbour," 1 entered up
the wind, the reading of the harameter, notlcing
it was fallleg, the state of sky and sea, the
temperature of the water, and varlpus other
oddments, then returned to the bridge.

We alid past the outer boom defence veasels,
and locreased speed to fAfteen kmots. On fhe
fore sheiter-deck, the antl-submarine guns'
crews tested circults, shipped sights, loaded,
closed up. May Island swung from bow to heam,
from beam to quarter, awept away astern as we
turned north and started zig-zagging. For we
hlrned north kn arder to steam south with less

danger. A pasmage down the East Const, and
through the Straits of Dover was toa hasardous;
the ships were vulnerable; one well-piaced tor-
pedo eould hardly fall [n its mission and our
doom would be swift and sudden, enlivened, per-
liaps, by the surplus supply of 12-ineh common
ghell lashed on the upper dech.

In the afterncon wateh the circle of the horl-
ks merged inio an indefinite blurred ontline; a

|ring wind moaned in the rigging, changing in
to a plaintive trebls, modmlating to =

steady drone, subsiding suddenly in lulls to &
scbblzg dirge, Our bows, sliclag lato the bowels
of & sullen ground swell, rose in slow, ponderous
sweeps, ateadled, swung down, burylng them-
setves deep in smothered foam. I looked aft
The Zealandla, ploughing into our wuke, lifted
a streamipg ram clear of the water, and the
Inat rays of a stricken sun flashed on the glint-
Ing mass of metal, poised sy if to crush, It
descended like an immense sledge, carrying the
ahip with it until she displayed & s]anting deck
plan, with tweo distorted f la 8p
of fiylog amoke. Ahead, the Hiberala, rising
and felling with slow dellberation, unwound
agtern an agitated seething lane that swirled
everiaatlngly into two diverging ridges of foam
tumbling from our bowa, From the level of the
bridge, her form, swelllng Into immenss breadth,
appeared mquat, glgantic—a deserted structure
powered by an invislble might.

There was no doubt we were in for heavy

{Continued on Page 7)
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THE FISHERMAN

By MICHAEL GRAHAM in “Britain To-day”

{1E strength of & country lies in the charac-

ter of |ts people, and so does lts contrl-
hution to the Mfe of the world. A healthy and
vigorous human community is not in the least
like a bee-hive, where every member does It
pre-appoloted task in the pre.sppolated way.
Now a bee-hive needs no goveralng mt all, and
a8 human community 18 less and less easy to
govern the wmmore veluable and varied and
intereaticg It [a—so we can never expect the
more valuable members of the community to
please the people who have the day-to-day duty
of govercing & country.

Among the awkward citizens I coumt the
Ashermen of England, but oa the whole these
bave neither been neglected nor oppreassed: with
the curfous gift that Epgiand hps of doing the
right thing for no well-definrd reason, the Gaher-
mazn's welfare has, [n fagt, had at any rate
some attention from successive Covernments
from Tudor times to the present day, some-
times more, sometimes lesy.

Just now, when the pleces that lately formed
society are nll awry, old truths that we accepted
subconsciously, or that establlshed themselves
without the cobscious aid of any man, need
re-statement: any of the pleces that are nat
promloent by their size or obvlous necessity
are llable to lose their place if thelr value Iy
eot underatood. So it la now that I write about
the fishermen and their unfamilinr calling.

Some things shout fishermen mre reascoably
easy to understand. Seventeen, I thilnk !t was,
of half-decked and open boats frem the constal
viilages of Norfolk assembled within elght hours
of calllng, and with thelr crews of two or three
found thelr way ncross the sandbanks of the
wide Thames estuary to the Straits of Daver.
One or two had left thelr crab pots in the water
off their native villages, one or two had served
in one previous war, or two; none had ever been
frlendly with his rivals from the next village,
with whom he now had t¢ work and mall ln com-
pany. Ap they crossed the sirangely empty
and calm sea, away [rom their homely bearlngs,
bound on ap unknown but eeriainly periloos
misslon, ane of them who had salled the world
In salllng ships of many nationalitles loched
siowly round at each ln turn. "Well," he said,

“thers is this pbout It. No one will do anything
foollsh. Nc one will get lost; and even if we
capnct get the orders to them they will do what
Ia best—because, at any rate, they are all fisher.
men.”

It is s0. 'The Bshermen are the craftamen of
the Narrow Seas. They do not travel the waters
ic great ships, as merchant seamen do, approach-
ing the coastal waters with anxiety, and calling
op the pervices of a pilot. The coasta] walers
are the Ashermen's home; the tide-racea and
the boiling of the waters on the shoals are thelr
famillars, dangerous but understood, and as
patural to them as ¢rage are to a8 mouniain
shepherd. Merchant seamen know the seas as
stage-coachmen knew the country, and Naval
seamen are something of pollcemen and scme-
thing of diplomatists, but to the Gshermen the
seas are merely their countryside.

{Centinued an Page 8)
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DUTCH GOYERNMENT TO
COMPENSATE SEAMEN'S LOYALTY

Dutch merchant seamen who have cerried on
during the wer and have performed their duties
well, are to receive special consideration after
the war, according to & new reguletion provided
by the Netherianda Government. This was
declared by Minister Piet Heraiens in an article
in the November issue of "Het Hompas,™ the
Netberlanda Merchant Navy's periodical. The
new regulation I8 of a temporary character and
will be valid for two years only.

According to this regulation, fahing fleets
based in Holland, but which have been working
In English waters, will kave the right to apecisl
leave on the liberation of Holland in compen-
satlon for their long absence from home, Leave
in fixed nt two days for every manth's saliing,
with a maximum of 60 deys with full pay and,
in addition, a living allowance. Leave will be
granted as soon ag poasible after the return to
Holland.

Should seamen returatng from leave find that
there s nv employment for them in the Aeet
they will be eatitled to wsiting wages amount-
ing to 100 per cent. for nine weeks, 80 per cent.
for the following eight weeks, and 70 per cent.
for the following tweaty-seven weeks.

This nlse applies to the Merchant Navy and
concerns both captain and crew, including female
members of the crew.

The regulation stipulates that "“seamen receiv-
Ing waiting weges must accept ‘suitable |labour
-hich need not necessarily be their ordinary

The time spent ma prisoner of war will, for
regulation purposes, be considered as sailing

. The regulation provides that seamen, although
&0 longer sailing to-day. but who bave faithfully
dlscharged their duties, are entitled to the same

ts ag peamen to whom the compulsory sall-
Iy decree of 1942 applies.

L
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weather; the glass was falling rapidiy and the
wind waa hardening fast. Large banks of ¢live-
hued clouds, rising from the western-board,
spread rapidly to the zenith, shining in a steely
glare. Below, the watch on deck were resving
life-tines fore and aft, passing extra lashinga on
boata, securing batchea; and ob the shelter-deck
the twelve-pounder guny' crews tested aight cir-
cuits, shipped night sights stamping sea-booted
teet, muffling themaelves in duffle coats, their
hoods, triangulated, like monkisk cowls.

The captain appeared suddenly, walked to the
bridge dodger, and sicod staring shead, banda
thrust deep in the pockets of his British warm.
He turned once, glanced at the standard com-
pass, then looked astern, bis face seamed na If
by thought. “Feeling seasick, youngster? he
rapped out, & hidden smile leaping to life.

“Neot yet, gir.”

“Hum! If you're proaf to-night you need never
pay tribute,” and ke turned for'ard again, one
band gripping the bridge rail.

I heard the wail of the bo’aun's pipe, and knew
my watch was over. An able-seaman, clattering
up the iren ladder, reported: "“Navigation lights
switched on, sir, (fl lights placed in conalng
tower."”

“Very good," the officer of the watch replied,
then turned to me. "Make up the log, enter
force of wind ns five, and turn over the state of
the glass to your relief."

I made up the log, and ran into Fairfax as 1
left the chart-room. “Phew! Who wouldn't sell
his littke farm ?* he shouted, butioning the collar
of hia oilskin. “Who's up there?”’

“Owner and officer of watch.”

He pulled a wry face. “All right?”

"Can do," I sald. “Speed of feet, Afteen knota.
Glass twenty-nine—iwo—dropplng fast. Wind
five, riging hard. Sea—oh—four; but lt'll be
farty when we reach the Pentland Firth."

“Holy Cassar,” he cried, “and it's my middle
watch., Don't forget to relleve me punctually
at midalght, Oh, Lord—what joy! Swop
watches with me for a bundred tin of DNe
Renrkes ?

“Nat {or a thousand tina,” I shouted, and

tumbled down the lower bridge ladder to avoid
his sea-boot.

In the guarcom |t waa hot and stuflfy; tea
seemed jesa inviting than usuasl, and the liquid
that bore this name losked blacker and more
viscous, tasted stronger and raaker. A fetid
effluvium filled the room, as if the vibration of
the propeliers kad stirred into life poxicus creep-
ing gases that permeated every corner and
crevice. I settled myself upon a settee, Aghting
down a8 falnt nausea, A duspicious [feeling 1
might pay tribute arose, a nooulous thought,
then I foll asleep.

Wher I awoke the motion of the ship had
increased. It waa difficult to stand upright
witbout auppozt. One felt her rise, then lurch
into a spianitng roll that ended in a vibrating
whirr of ghafting and a sudden aickening ahock
as the atern sank, forcing the screws to grip
the water. Forks and knivea danced on the
fiddled table; a pale-faced steward staggered
through the gunroom door, gripping a large
soup tureen; but the proapect was not inviting,
I slipped & few ship's biscuits into my oilakin
pocket, pulled on sea-boots, and made my way
on deck to stand the Arst watch,

The wind greeted me lke a Asted blow, roar-
g in resonant gusts, humming and wailing in
the rigging, Ainging, {rom a merciless vaatness, a
streaming wall of blackness. The ship was being
driven, and ake knew it. She crashed sullenly
into breaking meas—boring deep, burying her
bows, volteying solid walls of water aft in foam-
ing cataracts, and whipping higk sheets of spray
that spatiered against the bridge dodgers.

“8tll dolng fAfteen knots," the midshipman
of the watch yelled. "Course North-a-balf-West,
Log written up. Thank the Lord we'll be through
the Pentlands before my morning wateh . .
Any supper below? Good ... QK.,? Right, 'm
oﬂ.N

Ho disappeared. [ looked over the canvag
screen and was enguifed by a disiategrating
tumult, speckled afar by the flash of uprearing
seas that leaped together, tumbled, broke, burst
into a hissing roar, and lmparted a deep, con-
tlhuons note to the bigh-pitched song of the
starm. Abead B pin-prick of blue light ahope
dimly, disappearine, leaping high, steadying,
dancing and gyr¢ g in dlexy circles. Occaslon:

(Confinued en Page 13)

|



Fop 0 THE RAST LABADSE JOURMAL

Jutmary, 194

Luxury
WM
LWl Woshe

M IRPLET I "
= HA'I'IOHAL\

SAVINGS BONDS
ndWAR SAVINGS
CERTIFICATES

THE CARLTON HOTEL

54 CASTLEREAGH STREET
SYDNEY
K. A. WOOLDRIDGE,

Managing Directer,

GENERAL

ACCIDENT, HRE AND LIFE
ASSURANCE CORPORATION
LTD.

{Incorporated in Great Britain)
GENERAL BUILDINGS, 105 PITT STREET
SYDNEY

L ]
Assets Exceed £213,000,000
a

Established 1885

‘FIRE, MOTOR CAR AND HCUSEHGCLD
COMPREHENSIVE POLICIES
at lower rotes

(Continued from Page ~)

Eut there la something more than knowledge
that epables the fshermer to do sc many Dew
tasks, both ic pesce mnd I war. Throughout
history they have nlways shown themselves
adaptable. Eagliash fishermes were ploneers In
the entirely different cod fishery of Newfound-
tand and Labrador-—a #ishery that brought bul-
llon from Spaln, by way of trade for salted cod,
In Tudor and Siuart {imes wher Spain controlled
the sources of the preclous metals. In recent
yvears Engllsh flahermen have helped to start
the fishery for sharke in Australls wcd for her-
rings in the Casplan Sea. Even to-day men
who are coaservative eaough to wear earrings
to improve their eyesight, and who would not
mertion a plg at sea any more readlly thea
they would tell of n dacghter's frallty, can yet
explain to yoa clearly and tersely why ome of
the many methods that were praposed for
destroying magnetic mlnes was more promising
or less dangerocs thar moother. The same men
learned to cse the echo-sounder and wireless
telephony to their beat advantage, and ln the
days of the Itwllan Inveslion of Abyssinia could
give you an appralsement of the situation that
would bear comparison with the most senslble
of the News Letters,

And  you know how a fisherman llvea you
will pot find any of this scrprising. Lat os con-
slder the man who collects £400-—perhaps half
or all of his family's capital—and decides to
Invest m w sall and motor-boat, for Ashing and
crabbing, He has to declde how big hls crafi
ahall be, and that means copsidering her
capacity for carrying fishing gear, the abllity
of the local boat bullder, what engine will do
for her, the apeed that he will need, the canvas
that he Intends her to carry, whether he will
be ableto get her up the beach or slipway with
the tackle available, and what the prospects are
of her paylng her way., And every time he sails
there will be the question of wind and tide to
help or hinder his passage, the effect both will
have on the helght of the waves, the times of
olghtfall wnd dawn, and the time of meeting the
traic with his catch.

Also he must know bis grotunds, the measonal
movements of flah on to or away from them,
and the signs of local plenty and scarcity. At
any momect he must know how the wind and

{Continned on Puge 10)

Japanese Torpedo Plane Shot Down by U.S. Warship

Jusagry, 1944
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A Japancse torpedo plane cxpinding in the air after being kit by antiraireraft fiee from

a U.S. gireraft-carcier which attacked the Marshall Istands on December 3. One of
the dircraft's wings has been blown of and behind the falfing planc is a srail of

bieving peirol.
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tide are maving his craft, even in fog or in the
dark, He must alsa know how the tide is
affecting his gear on the bed of the sea, and
when he in hauling or shooting his gear the
operation must take account of what is happen-
ing both on the sea and under it. It s the
ensieat thing in the world for a akilful salior
who I8 ne 8sherman to get ropes under hin
craft and round the propeller, or to get lost or
blewn away. And when a fisherman is caught
out in sudden bad weather and 4nds himself
driving on to w lee shore, he munt have the
skill and cournge that will give him that
thousandth chance of Hfe, that will save bhim
for his wife and children, who wre down ¢n the
beach with their shawls about thelr heads, and
the wind and raln lashing thelr clathes to their
bodies.

Strength and skill, wisdom, patience wnd
courage—can any country wish for more than
that in its men? But the lfe of » Ashermman
iw such that these virtues have to be cormmon-
place. And with them goes something a Httle
more nubtle, the rapldity of decision that comes
with personal responsibility. It ia not at all
surprising that, in w tmatter of weeks, both in
1014 wnd In 1838, the Royal Navy cauld have
thousands ¢f them skitfully engaged on counter-
ing the old mine and the new. It takes several
menths to make & soldier of & recrult, but you
can use fishermen juat ms they nre, because they
do not need warlike discipline to fit them for the
Death Game. They bave known it since bay-
hood.

They have mlso known their own discipline.
Thia in more noticeable In the trawlers, where
the akippers and mates, who are generally paid
almost entirely out of profits, have te keep the
pace going in the crew, the rest of whom are
pald by wagens lurgely. The tank is made coore
easy by the engineers and deckhands also belng
pald something out of profits.  “T lke," sayn
the skipper, “io see the hands do 24 hours on
deck once in w trip wnyway.” We were leaning
out ¢f the wheelhouse window watching the
men atanding ankle deep ln the pound of mov-
ing slippery fish, each man balancing on his
feet for the ensler motions of the ship, but with
a shin agninst a parttion pound board to steady
him if she lorched too much.

The fingera that beld the gutting knives were

curled with cold and puffy with wetnesa, but
the fish were gutted cleanly emough and the
work went on In dogged silence, though alwaya
skllfully. The only jest was when cold apray
caught & man ynaware and got down the neck
of his pilskin smock before he had time to hunch
his shouldera and shrink his neck to bring the
wide brim of hia sou'wester down to protact
him. Then the skipper langhed loudly sc that
they could hear him out on deck, and glumly
share his merriment. But they knew that if
the fish from ive hauls & lated
faster than they could dispose of them, he
waould be down among them to help them out
with the toll that rebbed them of thelr usual
six hourn' rest out of the twenty-four, and
mesnt money out of the ordinary for all of them.
Instead of drawing £3/10/- for that week’s work
» cown would draw £5.

It {a at table down below that you will see
moat sign of dsclpline, where everyone walts
for the akipper to come down before atarting
on the food of the drst sitting, and where only
the chief engineer or another pritleged person
will Indulge In copversation unleas the skipper
himself has started & The skipper will hald
the men to his will by hisn competence, by hia
care for the ship's company, and his capaclty
to make the enterprise pay thern all; and by the
knowledge that a recalcitrant wha does oot pull
his weight may feel the weight of the skipper's
character, perhapa even of his dat—though 1y
25 years 1 have never heard of that

At any rate the thing goes. Day and night
the year through, with no more than one day
[n seven's respite, the traw), a bag of net 50-80
feet wide at the maouth, goes cver the ship’s
slde on the end of wire ropes as thick as »
man's thumb; B lald ekilfully on the bed of
the ses; la drawn along for three or four hours;
is hove [n with its ¢clanking wccompaniments of
otter-boarda, shackles and chaina; in hoisted up
by a tackle, and the 8ah are spilled slipping and
thumping on the deck. Cod, haddock, plalee;
whiting, hake and soles: In fact all the sea-fah
we know well, except herring, mackerel, sprats
and sardlnes come to us by trawling.

Herring wnd the like are caoght In drifi-nets,
each little steamer and her 1-2 miles of mat
drifting with the tide, walting for the Bsh to
sirike the net and be hald steking In it, caught

{Continwed on Page 13)
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SEA CADET NOTES

The O.C. (Mr. A. R. Armatrong) reports:—

A communication has been received [rom
Lieut, Commander A. D. C. Ingiia, R.N., Com-
manding Officer of HM.AS. “"Warrego,” thank-
ing officers and ratings of N.L.T.D. “Warrege"
for the parceis of reading matter recently for-
warded for the entertainment of the ship’s com-
pany. "It ia most pleasing to feel," writes the
C.0., *“that zn eatablishment bearing s similar
name to ourselves is taking such an intereat in
our wellare. As n mark of our appreclation we
shall be forwarding, in due course, a ship's pen-
nant,”

Woolwich Company in receiving inatruetion In
sailing under Junior Officer R. Holloway, and
detuchmenta from Gladesville Company have
had some very enjoyable recreaticnal parndea
during the wschool vacation. A party from
Gladeaville rowed up the Lane Cave River In
Woclwich's whaler and enjoyed & awim at the
picnle reserve at Fuller's Bridge. Another ou}-
ing was held st Manly, where awimming, suri-
ing and visits to the local amusement establish-
ments contributed to an enjoyable day, and this
waa followed by a trip to Cronulla.

Both Companiea are pleased with the small
grma on loan to them from the Department of
the Navy. We hope that other useful Itema
will, in due course, emmnate from the same
BOUTCE.

We acknowledge with thanks the kindness of
the editor of the *Church Standard” for making
known to his readers cur need for sultable men
to become officers in our two Companies,

Promotlons —The following have passed the
presciibed examinations for promotion and mre
rated accordingly: A/B. ta Laading Seaman,
Cadet C. Lithgow (congratufations on the excsl-
lence of hia pasas). O/D. to A/B.: M. Kable,

D. Harrinon, E. Davis (Woolwich), Writer P.
Bullen, B. Day and Ken McLeod (Gladesville).

Appolntmeats —A/B. M. Kable and 0/D, K,
Binns to be Watchkespers at Woclwich and
Gladesville respectively.

Every effort I belng made to obiadn a suit-
able boat for the use of the trainees mt Glades-
ville Bub-Depot. We are also desirous of hav-
ing a small Bive Ensign so that the customary
“coloura” ceremony cab be abserved. The cadets
are deing everythlng posalble to make thelr
headgquarters look like a tralning establishment.
Woolwich ratings have every reason to be proud
of their little depot; it is very nicely appointed
and equlpped.

PLEASE NOTE

Contributions of a wsaitabhle natwes
e eordially imvitsd, amd should be
addresssd to the Kditor, ths 'Navy

‘Leagus Journal,” Royal Exchange

Bullding, Bridgs Strest, Sydney

The Navy Leagwe doss mot naees-

{Continued from Page 10)

by the mmout, the cheek or the shoulder. This
is the biggest gambla of all British fahing—
Scota bave a rather larger shere Lo it than
Engitshmen, and It certninly bulks larger in
their natlonsl scomomy than 1t does In ours,
Dutek, teo, and French, share the Asherles with
us. The herringa only atrike the net in quantity
when they are engaged In a great movement
called the "swim,” and the skill of herring fah-
lng lles in being ready for the swim.

But nether akill, necessary though It is, nor
Iick, of which many talk, 18 the main factor of
sutcesd. “This game" maid the berring skipper
with £400 worth of barring Lo his bold, the hest
catch of the season, “this game, I'll tell you
what 1t ia: It's one part skill, and one part luck,
and thres parts persiatence.”

|
|
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{ Continued from Page 7) “T'rylng to, sir.”

"She's not really dificult yet. Don‘t strain at

ally we lost It completely, and the officer of the 'Hibs;z::i:':? n:‘myligin utooyehard. 1t }:-:u dao

watch, placing his lips to the bell mouth of &
voice-pipe, spoke an unheard command to the
duty-men in the conning tower below, The giow
from the binnacle, shining on gliatening oilskins,
threw his figure into sudden rellef.

“Perishing ¢old,” he shouted as he atralghtened
up. "Come and try your band at station-keep-

I stocd by the binnscle snd looked abend,
straining my eves to gilmpse the elusive blue
glow, while belew me a plunging, pulsating masa
of steel mmmahed into the wake of 5 ghostly
leader. The wind screamed and yelled, acuffling
round the canvas screens in o deflant clamour
that conspired, with the reeling umiverse, to
stifle thought, shatter actlon, deaden decision.
And I could set nothing. 1 shat a desperate
glance at my muperior, but he seemed to he busy.
I pearched abead sgaln, my throat dry and
parched, my heart besating hard; but saw only
pltch biackness stabbad by white Sushes. This
was unendurable. [ stered despairingiy satern
to determine whether “Zealandia™ was viaible:
and » wild waste of foam-tomsed waters blurred
vision, The blnnacle wrenched at my arms aan
we pounded Into a breaking sea. I heard it
thunder over the fo'c'sle and smash aft: s
welter of spindrift drove hard sgainst my face,
and » blinding squall detonated in a high-pitched
vibrant burat.

Somebow I had tc keep my consternstion in
hand. "One-nine-two revolutions,” I said grimly,
and heard the tinkte of the revelution bell,

“One-nine-two revolutlona on, sir,” & volee
reported In atalid thnes.

I looked up, caught might of & blue gleam
polsed blgh above our baws, and experienced a
sickenlng sensation e if the plt of my atomach
had recelved a deadly blow. "One-nins-g!"” 1
shouted.

"One-nlne-o revolutlons on, sir,"”
repiled unperturbed.

the wveice

For a2 moment I closed my eyes, afrald our
stam woulkd batter into the fagship's stern, then
the sifish glow doubled ita diatance, as if whisked
away. I increased two revolutions.

“Gatting the hang of har?' the officer of the
watch asked

It play you tricks.
A speil.”

I set to again, and gradually caught the feel
of the ship. It was difficult te renlise I waa
controillng close on twenty thousand tone of
pulsating, throbbing ateel battering, like &
Titan, against an elemental wrath, obedient to
a whispered command, carrying within ita walls
seven hundred lives and their hopes and fears.
I became more confident; I began to enjoy the
ordeal; soon my orders ceme in ateadier tonea . ..

At midnight Pentland Skerries light lny broad
on the sturboard bow. I turped over to Fairfax.
“Go ateady,” he yelled. "The battery’s hetng
awept."” I went steady, clinging to life-lines and
fighting my way aft foot by foct. Down in the
chest fiat cheos relgned. Six inches of filthy
whater swirled haphazard with each jerk of the
ship, earrylng with It an assorted cellection of
gear. An army of boota ahot auddenly to lee-
ward, Intermingilng pell-mell with caps, rifles,
awsaters, and acarves. A row of oilskine swung
from hooks, then Bopped back against the bulk-
bead. Qur bhammocks jerked athwartahipa in
drunken arcy. A luckiess messmate crawied on
all foura towards & bucket lashed to a stenchion.
Ag the ahip kicked her stern high, shuddering
te the whirr of ber screws, he slithered for-
warda, flat on his atomach, and waa viglently
sick before be reached his objective. I scrambied
into my hammock all stending, closed my ayes.
and commanded my asoul to atend fast. But I
fett ill. The air was thick, hot, fetid, clinging.
A damp sweat covered my forehend, turncd to
o rising nwusea that drained all strength from
my limba. I struggled to no effect; ae I tembled
from my hammock I saw a yellow, drawn face
break into a ghaatly grin.

I must bave dropped Into a Atfn) doze, for I
woke suddenly 1o feel my feet pressed hard
againat the hammock netiles as the ahbip
swoeped Into B reeling plunge that seemed to
last an eternity. She brought up suddenly as
if she bad siruck a solld rock, and the shock
of impact, reverberating through her, was fol-
lowed by & serles of nerve-shattering crashes,
and by torrenta of water cascading down the
ladder in & stendy ohruah. I lesped from my
hammock. For & moment I thought we had

Bing out when you want

(Continued Cuverieaf}



—

THE NAYY LEAGUE JOMMDLAL

Jaswury, 194

N =

BUY AND MOLD
WAR SAVINGS
CERTIFICATES

MACHINE TOOLS
WOODWORKING MACHINERY
SMALL TOOLS
ENGINEERS" SUNDRIES

GOODALL & CO. PTY. LTD.

Machinery Merchanis
301305 KENT STREET SYDNEY

"Phone: BT7I4 (5 knes)

{Continued from Page 13}

been torpedoed, mad expected to hesr the cry
of close water-tight doors, Then the pulaatiop
of the engines dropped——ceased. Oa the mess-
deck I ran full tilt into a crowd of stokers splash.
ing through three feet of water, Nobody knew
what had happened; then a rumour spread like
wild-fire.

“Swept the bridge awsy, she ‘as,”" & man
ghouted, atruggling to secure a bread-bin.

I hurried on, clutching at objects to steady
myself, making for the guaroom. 1 had two
precious notebooks there; and I wanted to see
they were safe. T waded through a litter of
floating debris, jumped aside to avoid the rush
of a table as it shot agginst & bulkhead, and,
gripping a stanchion, fumbled at a shelf, found
the books, and shot them into m locker. I
breathad a sigh of relief, then struggled on deck,
caught held of the ladder leading to the after-
bridge, and climbed, clinglng for dear life &3 she
careered over. The wind, playlng a devil's tattoa,
hoomed and roared, tearing at one's body. We
seemed for m moment to steady on our beam
ends, mnd the aftermest, lying over tall and
grey, loomed indistinet. Then a Bood of dazziing
light spilled over us, mnd her battered contour
lenped to vision, ’

1 saw, in the pitiless glare of the other ship's
searchlights, s magnificent and a terrifying
sight. The bridge had gone.
heap of bent and twisted wreckage fay atark and
naked—bhattered and contorted beyond belief.
The ber:ns of light, sweeping the ship, picked
out here the upreared muzzie of » dismounted
twelve-pounder, there the remains of n boat,
revealed & smashed-in funnel. a dented lower
fore Bghting-top, huge stanchions twisted mnd
buckied like pliabie wire, searchlights smashed
to amithereens. As the ship rolled heavily, reel-
ing into darkness, & beam of light exposed moun-
tainous sess, whose crested upflung combers
sotashed into a full-throated roar, and rioted far
into the blackness of night.

The ship wallowed, sinking into green trongha
with Ld nderous inertin, rolling ke a thing
deémented. Surrounded by the eager eyes of
invisible men, outlined in a blinding, pitllens
glare, ahe lay stopped awaiting control.

On the upper-deck stretcher partles were
carrying the injured below; on the after-bridge

In its place a .
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two officerm and several men moved apace. SBig-
nal lamps winked rapidly; and I found myself
runnlng wurgent messages, Then the throb of
the engine started, slow, the renewed beating of
& silenced heart.

“We're following ‘Hibernia' Into SBcapa Flow,”
someone shouted.

In moments of emergency time plays strange
jests, changing seconds into hours mnd hours
Ilnto seconds. One learned, in snatches of con-
versathon, the loss of life, the damage the ship
has sustmined, amazing facts. The captain had
been washed from the bridge io the upper-deck.
but before losing ct i had » ded
In getting an order through to the engine-room.
The torpedo commander and an able-s¢eaman had
been washed overboard; most of the shelter-deck
guna’ crewns were seriously injured, some dying
before we reached harbour; a thousand tons of
water had found its way belaw; the roof of the
conning tower had been wrenched from its seat-
ing; and a twelve-lnch gun had been run back
on its mountlng.

It was dificult o realise at first, hut the full
significance of the dleaster reveals itself In per-
sona! contacts. Paeaing the wardroom, con-
verted into & temporary hospital, 1 stopped »
surgeon to enquire about Fairfax

“Paralysed,” he sald, his voice set in finality.

“No hope 7" I whispered.

"I'm afraid not.”

I did not see him before he was sent to the
hospital ship. It was better not to: words could
never help—then. But he recovered later, and
we met agaln years after. He had been washed
from bridge to boait-deck, from hoat-deck to
quarier deck by successive seas, and that was
all he remembered. It was an amazing escape,
and he summed It up in his own carefree way.

“Joss,”" he smid slowiy. “That's all it was.
Joss—just joss.”
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ATTENTION! —

THE Navy League and its Sea Cadet Corps in New South Wales, and In other
Amsitrallan States, are branches of the parent League in England, but they
do not have the parent’s privileges, nor are they accorded any shmilar privileges.
encouragement or like help from the “powers that be™ in this country to that
made avallable by the British Admlirally to the Sea Cadet Corps In Britaln.

The Admiralty, by arrangement with the Navy League, assumed control of
the tralnlng and organisation of the Ses Cadeta, leaving matters of administry-
tion the responsibility of the League. Under this arrangement the Cadets have
been expanded to a tralnfog strength of 50,000. Every cadet under this scheme
between the ages of 14 and 17 recelves s free Issue of unHorm, sad the Navy
Leagne Headquarfers recelves an aanual grant of 12/ for esch of these lads
towards the provision of equipment ard tralning facillties, any further foance
necessary being the responsibllity of the Leagoe. These cadets have bevome
a reservolr of tralned smbryo seamen from which the Royal Navy drawns locress-
ingly valusble anppliea.

But what a difereat story would have fo be toid mboaf the lsck of officinl
support to the Ses Cadet Corps In Anatralla! Here In New South Wales the
Cadet Corpy hax struggled along for 24 yemrs varying In atrength from oae
hundred to seven hundred, according to the boats, other necessary tralnlng equip-
ment and suliable honorary officers wnd Instrnetors available and willlng to serve
and tesch thelr younger brothers In the tlements of seamanship and to inject
I them the salt of the sow—without which salt Australla and the Empire would
have perlabed. Let there be no mbitake about that)

What a nightmare it has been during the war years to find, beg or buy even
old and worn gear to enable our Sea Cadet centres In Sydney to continoe thelr
tralnlog wotivitles| What s debt the Loague owes to Ka officers and petty officers
ghving so much voluntary service under such sdverse conditipns. How these
fine, loyal workers have Improvised, and worked seeming miracks to malotain
the Intereat and enthusinsm of cadets, when equipment neetied most—algnal
gear, rope, stc, was unobtalnable, And yot deeplie woekly dlsappolniments

{Continued on Next Page)
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Iregarding umiform or gesr, hundreds of keen,

eager Austrelian lads determined to gain a sea-
gense before going to see and to acquire seme
practicel knowledge of & ghip's boy's dulies, or
find out and prepare to fulll any exacting de-
mends made on recruits at navsl treining depots
or on shipbeard.

Despite the limitetions of the League's train-
ing facilities, eapecially the chronic shortege of
equipment due to circumsiances pulaide the
Lesgue's control it continved a gheet-anchor and
a beacon and many Leegue cadets mow sérve
in our Merchant Navy, and more then 260 [rom
League training depots in Sydney have passed
through the recogniged naval chapn¢ls and be-
come ratings on board Australis's ships of war.

Every serving cadet 2 volunteer,

Every serving cadet a patriot,

Every serving cadet & (Tue Austrsfian.
Surely 1he Lesgue deserves well of the public.

P SAYEF
$-s-d

FOR WICTORY

ANGUS & ROBERTSON

L]
BOOKSELLERS & PUBLISHERS
L

19 CASTLEREAGH STREET
SYDNEY

‘Phone: MA 6511

ENGLISH SEA CADET CORPS NEWS

A fupd in memory of the late Lord Lioyd was
inaugurated st a meeting at the Mansion House
on September 27, The purpose of the fund is
to endow the Sea Cadet Corps, in order to pro-
vide it with social and recrestional services and
well-equipped treining centres, and for the
development, after the war, of the interchange
of parties of gea cadets between the various
paris of the Empire gnd the home country.

The meeting was called by the Navy League
and presided over by Admiral Sir Lionel Halsey.
who recelled thal six yesrs 8go, at a mectiag at
the Mansion House, Lord Lioyd sppealed 1o the
City of London for help in expsnding the Sea
Cadet Corps. The Nevy Lesgue hed now entered
into B psrtnership with the Admiralty, which
had resulted in a four-fold expangion in the
number of cadeis whe were under training. and
& great increase in efficiency. To.day the League
was paking for remewed help in meinteiniug this
great work as & memorial to the late Lord Lioyd.

Mr, A. V. Alexsnder, First Lord of the Admir-
alty, in supporting the appeal, ssid that he hed
tad the good fortune during the past three.and-
s-hsll very difficult yesrs to see in various paris
of the country seme evidence of the great work
being done by the Ses Csdet Corps, and h¢
certainly agreed that the foundation of the work
by the Navy League, snd especisily the develop-
ment for which Lord Lloyd wss responsible.
had been mn enormous factor in the growing
success of the Corps since it was taken over by

the Admirslty for direction srd control. Therg
were now something like 50,000 in the various

See Cadet Corps.

Lord Benneti said thet the MNavy Lesgue was
one of the cements of the Empire snd one of
the most powerful factors in welding our
Dominions iogether.

Admirsl Halsey anncunced that Colemel J.

. Gretton had promised E£500 and Sir Bermar

Docker £1,000.
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SEA POWER WILL BEAT JAPAN

fy CAPTAIN RUSSELL GRENFELL, in “The Noey”

When the war sguinst Germany is brought te
an end, which may not be am soon aa some
people evidently believe, the war sgalnst Japan
cun recelve the Allien’ undivided attention, How
will it be waged?

Firsi, let ug examine the Japanese resources.
War potential is made up fArstly, of armed forces
and secondly of the indumtrial organisation and
raw material regerves by which the armed forces
are kept aupplied.

The Japanese Army is large. Lta total size
has been mpoken of as being in the region of 200
divisions, though thia may be an under-eatimate.
These divisiona, morecver, whatever their num-
ber, are coemposed of racially homogenecus
troops of excellent Aghting quality,

They must, however, be widely disperzed in
watching the Rumsian Far Esatern frontier, in
€ghting the Chinese, in preparing to meet the
Allled offensive from India, in 8ghting against
Gegeral MacArthur's forces, and in garrizoning
the occupied Chinese provinces and the numerous
captured South Sen Islands. Neverthelesa, they
repregent a mass of milltary atrength which the
Allies, dependent on sea tranmport, will @nd it
extremely dificult to challenge directly., Victory
over Japan by the outnumbering and defeat of
her armies is unpromising—that s, by the
British and Americans alone.

Japan's air force in genermlly thought to be
inferior to and of a lower degree of efficlency

. and technica) quality than the American and

our own, Llttle is publicly known of her elreraft
production or whether the heavy losses she o
suffering |n the Scuth Pacific are greater or less
than her total output. It seeras virtually tmpos-
sible that she can in any way approach the
Anglo-American scale of production,

As a netlon on the defenmive, however, she
enjoys An already existlng, orgenised, and suit-
ably distributed alreld system, whereas the
Allien must largely build these services up as
they advance--If they make thelr approach from
the south or the east. From the west the Chin-
ese alrfields offer @ more resdy hospitallty, but
full ose of them presumably depeads on the

reopenlng of the Burma Road., Rusaian Siber-
ian territory im the moat inviting of all for air
attack on the Japanese main Islands. But the
future attitude of Rupsia towards a Japanese
war 3 unfortunately unpredictable,

At pea, one can make a more confident estl.
mate of relatlve strength, by reason of the com-
paratively slow temps of shlp construction and
the falrly wide imowledge of the world’s navies
which is common property in peace. We know,
for instance, that the pre-war Japanese fcet was
approximately only two-thirds the size of either
the American or the British, and that the
damage done at Pearl Harbour has now been
mostly made good.

In the matter of war-time construction, the
advantage muat be heavily on the mide of the
Allies, for their initial shipbuilding reaources
were undoubtedly greetly soperior, and subse-
quent developraent should also have been In their
favour. Admittedly, the Japanese capture nf
Hong-Kong, Singapore, Manila, Sourahaya and
Batavia, all with dockyards and marine work-
ahopa, will have edded something to her naval
development possibllities. But these yards must
have been In a more or less damaged condition
when teken over; and are, moreover, primarily
repalr yards, with only ((mited buliding facili-
ties.

Ageain, the Japanese Navy is known to have
suffered severe losses mince 1041, conmidersbly
bteavier then It has been Able to infBlci on the
Americans. One would lmagine that by now the
American naval superiority must be great. When
the Britlah fleet Is added after the demise of
Germany, the combination should be overwhelm-
lng.

For the raw materials for feeding her war
Industries, Japen la In & rather peculiar position.
Her home supplies of easential commodities are
small. But she has the mineral wealth of Man-
churia, the Yangete Valley and Indo-China to
draw upon. Her chief pre-war deficiencles lay
in petroleum and rubber, and both these are now
avallable to her in ample quantliies from the
captured territory in the south.
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The soluthon, however, of thls problem pro-
duces another; how to trensport the newly
acquired supplies. For they are situated from
1,500 to 2,000 mlles to the mouth of Japan proper,

. where nearly all the war industries are sitpated,
and they can only reach these indusiries by mes.

Japen's dificulty is that she is serionsiy short
of shipping. A large arc of her defenmive peri-
meter in the south consists of islands, whick
meand that her military forces in that ares
which are In actlon with MacArthur's men are
entirely dependent on sea-borne supplics for
thelr maintenance. The provision of thege aup.
plies not only locks up a considerable volume of
tonpage, but Involves a ateady loss of merchant
tonnage through Allied offensive action.

_There seema little doubt that merchant ship.
Png represents Jepan's principal problem. I
enough of it cen be destroyed, her mllitary opern-
tions in the southern [slands will fail for want of
eustenance, her armies In Malaya and Burma wil;
nd thelr sea-borne auppliea through Singapore
and Bangkok running short, while the trangpart
of the vital raw materials tg Japan berpel! vilj
become more and more dificult,

Jsp_an. Ilke Britain, is the island heart of a
maritite system, of which the arterles and veins
are sea communijcations, and the vitalising blood

- siream the shipa moving along them. If auZi.

cient of the biood vessels can be cut the whole
syatem muat wilt and collapse.

Thls_aecma to point clearly to the Allies’ moat
promising strategical object It ia one, more-
over, in pursuit of which their assets of naval vr
air superlority can be most effectively diaplayed,
while doing the most to neutralise Japan's pri-
mary advantage of military strength.

Exactly bow the Allied strategy should be
developed will necemsarily depend on msny fac.
tors. Bul if the Japencse wmain fleet can be dig-
pcsed of the chief defensive barricade of the
Jepanese Empire will have been blown down,
and the way will be clear for mevering her meri-
time arteries. To bring eboul a situation which
forces ihls Beet to Hght under disadvantagecus
condltions should, therefore and doubtless will
be, the Alllea’ main endeavour: and it ahould no
prove too difficult. :

To ...
Mussrs. Hitler,
Mussolinl, Toje,

and Coy.

From ...
STEWARTS & LLOYDS
{Austrabia) Pty, Ltd.

*
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NAVY RIBBONS

The Minister for the Navy, My, Makin, an-
nounced recently that ribbons for the 1938-43
Star would be svailable soon for men of the
Royal Austrglian Navy who were entitled lo
the decoration.

In the Navy the 1938-43 Star would teke pre-
cedance over the Africa Star, Mr Makin said.
No person would be eniitled to both decorations.

The fellowing quslificalions s7¢ necessary for
the 183943 Star: Six months’ service afloat in
areas of active operations in ihe peried Septem-
per 3, 1939, to December 31, 1943, inclusive,

Areas of aclive operations; From Sepiember
3, 1539, Atlantic Ocesa {including United King-
dom home waters, North Sea. Baltic and portion
of the Arctic Ocean}, and the south-western por-
tion of the Indian Ocean; from June 1, 1940, a3
above, with the addition of the Pacific Ocean
and the remainder of the Indign Qcesn: from
June 10, 1940, anywhere al gea. Service atier
December 31, 1843, will nei be \aken ialo Ac-
count.

Service in the landings oo the coast of Mor-
oceo on and after November 8, 1942, will be &
qualification. Personnel not eligible by length of
service sfioat who served in certain operations
and commando raids—to be specified \ater—will
also be entitled to the decoration.

Operational sgrvice for less than six months,
if terminated by death, wounds, or other disabil-
ity, due Lo service, will also be 2 qualifeation.
Persoanel grented any homour, decoration, or
mention in despatches for service in operations
will be entitled to the Star.

CLASP TO 5TAR

For navel personnel, the clesp to the 1939-43
Star (a silver rose emblem} will be coafined to
North African service.

Ty will be awsrded lo those qualified for the
1938-43 Star, who, for iastance, aerved In im-
phore squadrons or in some of the escori vessels
off the Norih African coast, of in aubmarines of
other craft specifically engaged In cetting Rom-
mel's or von Arnim’s communicalions from Qcto-
ber 23, 1042 (Battle of £l Alamein}, to May
12, 1943 {cessation of nostllities in North
Africa). .

1t also will be awarded naval personnel quali-
fied for the 1838-43 Star who may have served
as part of the First of Eighth Armies between
the datea mentioned.

Thé Africa Star will be granted ior service ino
North Africa from June 10, 1940, to May 12,
1943, but ia the Navy it will be swarded for
service on shere and in harbour only to those
not eligible for the 1939-13 Star,

Mr. Makin 3aid that although rlbbens for the
1939-43 Star would be available shortly, supplies
of the 1839-43 and Africa Star themselves would
not be svailable until after the war,

We must beware of Lrylng to build g sociely
in which nobody counts for anything except
s politiclan or an officlal, & soclety where
enterprise gains Bo reward and thrift ao
privileges,

WINSTON CHURCHILL

Back the Aftack
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Qnickness of eye and decision,
sirength to battle against odds,
stamina to hold on within n
hairshreadth of disasier ...
the attributes that come from
sport and exercise,
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BOUGAINVILLE

By .M.

Of the Pacific prizes captured (rom Germany
in the lasl war one of the lcast heard of ang yet
mosl valuable as well as beautiful s Bougain-
ville. This was the only large island owned by
Germany in the Solomons, Originally discovereu
and named by a Frenchman in 1768, it became
a German possession in 1886 under the terms of
&n sgreement between Britein and Germany. At
thet tlme Germany had control of other islands
in the Solomons. But in 1899 anoiher Anglo-
German agreement was made, when in return
for eertein  concessions in Samoe, Cermany
handed back to Britein all Solomon Istands over
which she hagd previously had coalrol, excepl
Buka end Bougeinville. Buka is only & amall
in!znd at the northern end of Bougainville, which
is one of the largest and most imperiant of the
Sslomon Group. Although until 40 yecars ago
it wos quite wninhabited by white people; before
that time (reders might sometimes ailtempt &
lunding al some of the coastal villages, but they
did so at their own risk. In 1906 a Catholic
was established in a o ding pogi-
tlon overicoking one of the entrances to the
harbour of Kite, which eventually became the
eeat of government.

bt 1

Wien the islands were first captured from
Cermeny by the Australians, rumour had it that
the cx-Kniser described Bougainville as “the
peerl of thie Pacilte.” A visit to the istand mekes
credence of the rumour easy., For the whole
hundred and fifty miles or so of its tength it
is o chein of majestic, verdure-clad mountains.
To ascend 1o one mountain top is to discover a
viste of pealt sfter peek=meny of which are fre-
guently partially enveloped in elouds, but the
majesty of which on & clear dey, coupled with
the wonder of the vet to be explored 1egions of
these innumerable heights and intervening val-
leys, is an awe Ilnsplring one.

The white people's hqusea— with what the ser-
vants frankly consider their unnecessary litter

D

of furniture znd dishes and housc liren and
clothes that require washing are a source ol
unending wonder to the less sophisticated bush-
man on his infrequent visits. The gramaphone,
redio and camera seem 10 rank about equally as
debil-debil boxes.

The range of mountsing of which the islend
is formed extend right to the coastline, in some
places their sides ferming sheer clifls, which
terminate in greet rocky boulders in the sea.
The istand is blest with & plentiful supply of
fresh  water rivers. Coconuts, paw paws,
bhenanas, and in some parls rubber trees are
planied on the island.

Travellers have ihe pleasure of journeying
through tree shaded svenues wilh, on all sides,
feats of tropical beauty for the cyes, to which
gaicty is added by the fitting of the :nany sized
gnd gorgeously colourcd butterfiies. As in many
of the places along the coast of Bovgalnville it
is impossible for even n native cance to land,
maost travelling is done on fool. Ewven if rowing
bozals or eanoes are utilised for cozstal travelling
il i3 necessary o land somewhere ot neelil o
gleep. and this nccessity i3 recopnised and mel
Ly it provision every herc and there of “reat
houses” at the roadside. The houses provive a
VCry necessary requirernent in the way of shelter
at nignt, g8 even when no rain fells the heav;
dews moke sleeping in the open uncesirable,
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SEA CADET NOTES

N.L.T.D. “¥VICTORY"
(], H. WILLIAMS, D.C.}

Good work is being carried out in all depart-
ments of the sbove depot.

P.0, Jackson has been promoted Lo Midsbip-
man for his devation to duty at the depot.

Filty boys from “Victory™ helped the Mer-
chant Navy Appeel on the 18th February, and
twenty cadets volunteered to help in the button
sppeal for comiorts to Rusaia, which was bheld
on 25th Februsry.

Officers and cadets regret to hear of Captain
Beale's serious illrezs, and all join with me in
wighing him a speedy recovery.

In view of the extreme dificulty in obtaining
essential equipment [or training purposes, the
rope mede aveilable by the Navy Deparument
hes helped us considerably. Such practical sid
is much valued by all hands end is an added
incentive in our efforta to provide usefu) raining
snd increased proficiency,

Keith Trimmer, an old cadet of thig depot,
visited us recently. Xeith had been on service
with the U.S.A. supply shipa section.

We have in hand the reconditioning of our
boats and other gear used in training operalicas.

|
OBITUARY
Cadet Jack Donald Wolf lost bis llfe
18t rebrwary, 1944, Officers aad cadets
of “¥ictary” Depot alncerely sympathlse
with his prelatlves In thelr sorrow.

- _________________________]
N.LT.D. “WARREGO,” WOOLWICH

Montkly Reparts, dJanuary and February, 1941

Mr. A. R. Armstrong, Commanding Officer,
writes -

We wish to extend o welcome to ex-Lieutenant
P. Walters, wha has been appointed Chief Officer
of Gladeaville Company. Chief Officer Walters
also served as an officer of the Merchant Ser-
vice, and possesses a sea-going certificate; he will
find ample scope for good work at Gladesville,

A boat has been purchased for the Gladesville
Company, and will ahortly be put into commis-
sion. The lads are keenly lo king forward to
this event. It would appear that the iafant
Company is auccessfully negotiating ity teething
troublea. .

Fabroary-Mlarch, 1944
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Thirty-five ratings from Woolwich and Henley
took part in the recent "Acstralia Day™ parade
in the city, the first occasion upon which both
Companiea paraded together. Several of them
uls¢ combined for a recreational parade at
Manly, where awimming and surfing were enjoyed
by all

A steady influx of recruita is in evidence at
Woolwich, and with the school vacation st an
end, more recruita are likely to be atiracted to
the Gladesville Company. The combined strength
s at present close to eighty.

Appolntment.—Ex-Lleutenant P. Waiters to
be Chief Officer on probation at Henley.

Reslgnatlon.—The resignation of Third Officer
F. 5. Vyall, RANYVR., of his probationary
appointment i3 accepted with regret (Wool-
wick Company.)

Promotlons.—Junior Officer R. Holloway to
be Third Officer (Woclwich), and O/D, N. Wan-
nell, having passed the required examination for
A/B., is advanced to that rating (Gladeaville).

Two more officers are required at N.L.T.D.
“Warregoe” (Woolwich), and aisg at N.L.T.D.
“Warrega” (Gladesville). The C.0. would be
pleased to hear from wolunteers in this connec-
tiga.

In this report we greatly regret ta announce
the toss of Third Officer R. Holloway, who has
joined the Merchant Service. Mr. Holloway was
u popular, enthusisatic and efficient young offi-
cer, and we all miss him. However, we wish
him all the best In his chosen profession, and
look forward to seeing something of hlm when-
ever he happens to be in hia home port.

The peaistance of Mr, F. Ward at this time

'is more than welcome. Mr, Ward has become

a civilian instructor of genersl seamanship and
comes to us full of enthusiasm, and apares him-
pelf no end of trouble to make his instruction
both luteresting and effective. He has printed
and issued to cadets of beth companies. free of
charge, large compasa cards, and is compiling a
ceries of leaflets dealing wilh the Regulstions
for Preventing Collisions sl Sea, with explana-
tory paragraphs, which he is slso diatribuiing
to all ranks without cost, with the idea that

they should paste them, in seguence, in their -
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seammanship notebooks. This type of inatruction
is invalusble to any ratings who contemplste
making the sea their future profession,

Owing to the loss of all our former officers, it
has becom: necessary to suapend recruiting at
Woolwich for vhe time being. A pleasing feature
is that a number of senicr lade have become
attracted to our ranks of late, and the week!y
attendancea at both "Warrego" Depots is invari-
ably 80 per cent. of the total enrolment, or even
higher.

A donation of 18/9 by Mra. Roatock, of Hun-
ter's Hill, to Woslwich Company, ia gratefully
acknowledged.

Gladesville Company seems to have negotiated
jts teething troubles and ia now firmly estab-
lished. Wednesday evening parades have been
commenced, and, 1o make this innovation pos-
gible, oil lamps have been secured. The boya
have displayed a great pride in their Tittle
depot, which is fast taking op the appearance
of & regular training establishment. They have
voluntarily brought aslong such artlclea as n
ship's bell, an excellent knot-board and minis-
ture =et of international code Bags (both
executed by P/O. A, Wheeler), and various other
items of equipmeat, all of which help to trana-
form a “building" inte a depot. A flag-pole,
with yard, has been erected at one end of the
perade-ground, near the sea-wall, and the rat-
ings have cleared the ground In the vieinity of
their drill-ball, and the place looks guite ahip-
shape. Cadets of both companles bring along
periodicals and books, and these are forwarded
on te H.M.A. ships,

Before this is published Gladesville Company
will have possension of its boat, which has fust
been reconditioned by the Maritlme Services
Boerd

Promotions~The following Gladeaville cadets,
having passed the prescribed examlination for
promotion to A/B., are rated accordingly:—

G. Hallinan, P, Thompaon, K. Bluns, W. Irving,
R. Evans, H. Tutt.

Probationary P/O. A, Wheeler to Petty Officer
(23/2/44),

Petty Officer A. Wheeler to Acting-Warrant
Officer (36/2/4d}.

Appolntments.—My, F. Ward to be Civilian
Inatructor of General Seamanship (Woolwich}.

Cadeta J. McDougall and R. Davies to be Act-
ing Writers (Woolwich).

A/B. N. Wapnell to he Bhipwright (Fourth
Clams), and A/B, K. Binna to be Watchkeeper
(both Gladesville Company)}.

Mr. E, Barton, 0.C., “Vendetta" Depot. Manly,
reports . —

Progress ia well malntained. L/S. M, Carter
(1) and L./S. C. Neilsom (2) were the outstand-
ing cadets for the year 10943

Miss E, Cousina, the Hon. Secretary, continues
her interest in the work of the unit, and her
valued work |n publicising cadet activites is
appreciated.

Classea are held at the depet ¢n the nights
of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday each
week. On Saturday the general parade is held
when 50 to 60 cadets regulariy attend.

We value the space given to our activities by
the "Manly Daily,” the "Warringah News™ and
the "New Leader.”

The services of our cadets were availed of by
the local committee in Manly for Navy Day and
Merchant Seaman's Day. Cadet Steve Taylor
collected the s of £17/10/-, intiuding a cheque
for £10 on Navy Day, The cadets were wormly
thanked for their servicea.

We regret to report that whilst our company
waa on parade in Sydney on Auatralie Day, gur
depot was broken apen and two kettle drums,
two steel helmeta and a quantity of bandapes
were stolen. The matter was placed in the handa
of the pelice.

The antire personne! of MN.L.T.D. “Vendetls”
ginceraly hope that Capiain W. W. Bealc hes
recovered fromn hin sertous liness.

Mr. G. H. Smith, 0.C., “Beatty” Depot, siates
that ba iz still handlcapped owing to lack of
facilities at the depot, but he ls doing his beal
in the circumatances. He believes that in time
hia depot will be the centre of much cadet
activity. We can only encournge Mr. Smith apd
his cadets tc make the best of thinga a3, owing
to labour shortage and the shortage of repairs
supplies, there is little that can be done to help
himn from cutside.

IN THE "SEAGOER"

By FORSTER HAIRE

The mention of Cape Horn brings ne pleasant
memery even to the mind of the most hardened
sailorman. Great gales gwesp from the weatward
past ita irovbound comat, leaden skies and icy
foga add to the checrlessness of wet decks, and
the homewnrd-bound "windjammer" rolls her
siden under when rhe approaches the latitude of
the dreaded “Corner.”

It bappened in the year 1883, during the moath
of June, and the dead of winter dewn there.
while 1 way serving my apprenticeship in the
1,808-ton full-rigged ship “Senator,” cne of a
fleet of finc Livorpoo! clippera, whase names were
ther houschoid words throughout the Seven Seas.
We w~ere bound fromn 'Frisco with a cargo of
grain to “the Channe§ for orders,” and were
;l:eady about two monthe cut on the long tramp

n e,

Booy seventy-five miles to the south-west of
'he Horn there rise sheer out of the sem the
Jagged, pointed rocks of the Diego de Ramirez
Islands, agninat which the mighty South Pacific
rollers break in merciless fury. This ia the
graveyard of many a dead man's bones, Here
lies the wreckage of many a gallant vessel whose
name has been posted "missing* at Lioyds and
forl wiilch the Lutine Bell has tolled s last fare-
well,

A forty-mile an hour gale on the port guarter
drove our ship a full twelve knota through moun-
tainous sens which filled the main deck at each
rol), foaming acrosa the hatches with a roar like
thunder as the water crashed from side to aide.
A feeling of ominous unrest seemed to have crept
Itite the minds of the ¢crew, and we knew from
the anxious lock on the Captain's face, aa he
pacrd the weather alde of the poop, eagerly
scanning the misty horizon ahead with bis bino-
cularg that nothing could ease hia mind more
than the might of these Islands, provided our
tourge had taken us well to the southwerd.

Many sunless days had prevented sighta being
taken, and, sldiful navigator though the Captain
waa, dead reckoning in the wvarlable windas we
bad encountered was unrelishle. The exact
poslition of the ship was a matter of grave un-
~ertainty. Soon after mnidday a thick rainy mist

reduced viaibility to little more than a mile. Qur -

'

canvas had been shortened down to a main upper
topsail, fore, maln, and mizzen lower tapsaila,
and foresail; but even with this amount of sail
the old ship raced along st a apeed which meant
a ile covered every five minutes.

It was my afterncon watch below, and, after
& sailor’s somewhat dreary meal of “salt horse”
and weevily biscuits, I turned in, wet through
and dog-tired, hoping for a couple of hours of
uninterrupted rest. Half-dreaming of the soft
glow of an English fireside on the silver and tes-
cups of my home, I was rudely awakened to the
atern reality of a sailor's life by the hoarse rear
of the Bosun's voice, ns, flinging the door of the
half-deck open te the howling of the gale out-
side, he shouted above the whine and wash,
"Tumn out there, you boys. All hands to shorten
eail, and bllnkin' well lock lively wbout it. The
Old Man wanis the main upper topsail in while
there’s a bit 0" dayllght left.”

Struggling into wet oilskins and sea bools is
none too cheerful a task at the best of times:
but five minutes later all hands were standing by
the buntlines, trying to dodge the icy pean which
¢rashed over the rail at each lurch of the ship.

"Away aloft now and wmake the aail faat™
ehouted the Mate. The next moment we were
¢lambering up the main rgging. eager to finish
our dangercus task on the swaying vard and to
get down again to the comparative safety and
shelter of the fore part of the ship. Scarcely
had we reached the yard, however, before thers
loomed out of the mist and spume a sight which
well-nigh froze the bloed in our veins,

There were the rocks, thetr dark cliffa rising
ahove the fog right ahead of us and stratched
out a full three points on both bows, leas than
two milea away. Certain death in ten minutes
seemad to atare ug in the face.

“Land right ahead!" we shouted in a wild
chorus, and naver did sallermen @m0 quickly
scramble down Tigging and- backatays, without
even walting for the obvious command from the
deck. We knew full well that our one chance
for life lay in bringing the ship to tha wind on
the starboard tack; but it was an almoat impos-
sibie task to beat off the lee shore and repain

{Contiaued overleaf.)
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the open ses to the soulhward bhefore it waa too
lale,

It speaks volumes for the coolness snd cour-
age of the officers of the British Merchant Ser-
vice thel aot for one moment did cur Captein or
Matea lose their heads. The order to man the lee
braces was given ag calmly ag though the ordin-
ary manoeuvring of the ship was taking plece
in fine weather and smooth seas.

Slowly our hows swung over to starboard snd
the greal yards were braced lo the wind, the
weather leechea barely 8apping as the “Old Men”
kept everything drawing so that we alill made
gome headway on the allered course. Nearer
and nearer we drew lowards the rocks, now close
aboard on the port beam. “It's all up,” someone
exclaimed tensely. Everything that seamanship
could devise had been done. With e kind of
stunoad helpiesaness we stared scross the nar-
row strip of Woiling surf which raged between ua
and death.

We were now forging slowly through the
broken waler, and could see Lhe spray fung high
into the air, while above the shriek of the gale
there came the thunder of the weves, &8 they
broke on each outlying spur. The lest rock hove
into view [t& cruel sides half-submerged as each
wave roared pest, A foot more of leeway and
all would be over. So close were we that a
hesving line coufd have been Lhrown over its
" pointed peak. Just Lhen, glancing round from
the braces, I saw Olaf, & fair, blue-eyed young
Finaish sgilor, kneeling by the galley door, his
wet, panic-stricken face raised to the skies and
his arms waving wildly in & paroxysm of prayer.

“0 mein Goit, save us! O mein Gott, save
wa!” he cried again and again.

“Get up, you blithering Dulchman," yetled the
Mate. “Bear a hand with those b——y braces.”
Strainiag every muscle and serve in waist-deep

.water, endeavoaring to trim the yards to the
wind, we all agr:ed with the Mate's somewhat
roughly expressed sentimenta.

In a sudden fierce 3quall lhe wind hauled out
three points to the northward. There was not
a second to be Jost. "Down helm!” yelted the
Captaln. “Up! Up! O1d Girl!" he conxed, aa if.a
Jiving soul inhabited the gullant old ship he loved
30 well. Right nobly she responded to (ke call,
her streaming hows swept crashing through the
sess Lo the soulhward, and, about twenty fath-
oms sway, we gezed dumbfownded at the lest
rock, 88 it pagssed harmlessly away under our
atern. We had reached the safety of lhe open
sea,

Many long years have rolled awa)y Bince that
wild adventure down “off the pitch of the Horn,”
bul jts memory is a8 clear as though it had hap-
pened yesterday.
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Copper Platss and Rollad Coppar Anodes, Alumiaivm
Bronze Rods and Ban. Coppae, Bram, Gilding Mutsh
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BOMBING WILL NOT DEFEAT
JAPAN

Japan hed become a grest Continental Power,
and could not be defeated through blockade and
vombing elone, General MacArthur loid corres-
pondents recently.

“Jepan’s greatest potential iz inland rather
than on seg or in the air,” he said. “Her strong-
est military element is the Army, which must be
defeated before success is assured.”

Genernl MacArthur was discusaing recent suc-
cesses in the South-weat Pacifc in which block-

. ade and bombardment had played s hig part,

“Blockade and bombing slone are both power.
ful wespons, but in medern warfare decisive re-
sults can be schieved only by the comhined
forcea of army, naval, and sir action,” he went
on.

NO SHORT CUTS

It is useless snd misleading to telk of short
cuts. They do not exial. It is the teamwork of
a united snd well-balanced command used as a
unit, not the preponderance of any one clement,
that is eseential to victory.

"Just 8B ia the case with Germsny, we muat
defeat Japan's Army. Our sirstegy must deviac
ways and meana to bring our ground forcea into
contact with the enemy's at decisive points.

“The 0ld concept of Japsn Bs & predominantly
maritime pation based upen her island empire is
no longer factual. With her immense holdings
on the Aslatic continent, Manchuria, Keores, and
Northern China, to say nothing of her southern
mainland conquests, she bea become intrinsically
& Continental Power, Her outlying islaada of
the PaciBe represent sn cutpost pesilion, im-
portant, it i8 true, but no longer decisive."
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PLEASBE NOTE

Cootributions of s wsnitabla nature
ara ecorclally Invited, and should ba
addraased to the Editor, the "Navy

“Laagus Journal,” Royal Exchange

Building, Brldge Street, Sydmey

The Navy Laague doas not necas-
sarlly asndorse tha opinions of

oo -
tributors to tha Joussal -
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL
COLLEGE

Cadet Midshipmen are required for the Royal
Australian Naval Coliege, Flinders Naval Depot,
Victoria.

Every Australian boy who attains the age of

13 years during this celendar year, ‘and who is
physically fit, is eligible Lo epply.
. A qualifying examination is held in September
in the following subjects: Arithmetic (Elemen-
tary), Geometry, English, History, Geography,
and ONE, but not more than one, of the follow-
ing: Arithmetic (Harder), Algebra, Latin or
French,

Candidates who qualifly at \ke Educational
examination will be medically exemined and
interviewed by s Commillee of Officers. Those
setected will join the Naval College in January
next for e four years' course hefore being
appoinled as Officers for sea service.

Full particulars and spplication forma may be
oblained from any of the following:—

The Secrstary, Navy Office, Melbourne, S.C.1.

The Naval Officer in Charge, Brisbane.

The Naval Officer in Charge, Port Adelaide.

The Navel Officer in Cherge., Fremsnile.

The Naval Officer in Charge, Hobart.

The Btaff Otficer (Reserves), 44 Bridge Street,
Sydney. ,

The closing date for applications is 1%tk June.
Navy Office,

Department of the Navy,

MELBOURNE,
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AIMS AND OBJECTS

The Navy League in 2 Volunary Patriotic and non-
Sectarian Amociation ol Beitivh peoples, entirely sutside
party polities, desirous of rendering the greatest service
of which it is capable to the Bmpire, particulaly in
connection with all matters concerning the sea

Lis Objects are;

To enlist the support of all dasses in I
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44 Eegle Strash, Brisbens: Murgrave Cald Stores,
Stanlay Streat. South britbana,

SHI?HNG AND SEMERAL AGENTS

Cockatoo Docks &
Engineering Co. Pév
Lid.

Contractors to . . .
H.M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Shig-builders, Marine & Enginssn
General
Inquiries invited
COCKATOO ISLAND
SYDNEY
Phone : W 1941 {10 lines)

KING & KLEIN

293 ABERCROMBIE STREET
REDFERN

Telephone: MX 3108
»

MANUFACTURERS OF BOXES, CASES
AND CRATES FOR ALL PURPOSES

CLOBEX

BIEF EXTRACT

For appatuing Ravaur. irsngth-building agurivh.
maml and azomomy in uke . . . yev cend beat
GLOBEX. 1) contuint the fuil strength and can-
candrabad sunncn af tha primmd baal aed it
meda in 4 tacond.

Try ib for reups. oravier, nowrithing basl +
and it malar really daficise undzich‘-: . “
but apraad G ihialy,

the Navy ar tha Requisite Steodard of Strenpih,
not only with & view to the mfety of our Empire,
but also wnth ehe sbject of seeuring Britith prestige
on every sea, and prolecting sur vis Mereantile

Marine.

To bring bome to every perspn in the Empire that
commerce can only be puarded from any posible
attack by a3 MNavy, in Conjunction with the Al
Force, mofficiently strong in all the elements which
modern warfare demands.

To eacovrage and develop the Mavy League Sa
Cader Corpa, not onby with a view ro keeping ahive
the sea spirit of our race, but ajso to enable the
Boys to Become Good Citivens, by learniag dis-
cipling, duty and sell-respect,
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TIMBER

HELPS WIN WARS

£vormous quantitier are uted in all xones . . . from

tent pegs to girders . ., from duck boardt to bar.
warehouses and rodio beacont . . .
ALL WAR DEMANDS for

Timber Must be met.

Qur friendt may rest assured thot all enquiries for

racks. %0

civil reqoirements will receive the utmost consid-

n  THATCHER
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3 are fold that the Untied States Navy s “in commamsd of the Paclfic”

The man In the street, thon, can take If for granted that the way Is open
to make landings st will on say point on Japanese occupled ferritory saywhere
ln the Paciic. If the commansd of the sea does not mesy that, then 1t je
meanlngless. The Alled Navies, then, are in a posltion to cut Japancse ses-
commuonications whore and when If Is desired, dewylng to the foe the mbillty
to supply essenilal materlal to its far-flung srmles without which they must
eventually lay down thelr arme or perish.

The consorshlp sees to It that very Hitle information is avallable nbout the
enemy's side of the war pleture, but unless the dup feet has commiited harm-
kirl, s contemplating surrender s In [talloane, or has faken down lfs shingle
In the PacHic and put X up In, at preseaf, the maore paciic Bay of Bengal, the
clalm “command of the Paclic” Is not justified by the results mchieved by the
Allled Navies afier more thas two years of war agalsst Japan,

Few, i nny, sivdenis of this theaire of the war, see an early end to the con-
fllct. Most belleve with Qemeral MacAribar that ithe Japanese mist be conguered
on land aa well as &t ses and In the alr. While belleving in final and overwhelm-
Ing vietory over dapan, the sccomplishment of the mighiy task js stil hidden
far in the fuiare. Japan Mself wih = bome army of probably three millton
men, while Manchokuo, Chosen, and China accounmt for two mllllon or there-
abouts, and smother ome to two mildons are busy In Burma, the [ndies, Maluyn,
Philinpines asd suwdry places of minor lmportance. Add fo these the mimost
couniless prople In occupled territories who are forced to mssist the Japs to
consolidate the galne wos and yon will have m better meninl ploiure of the
tremendous job that still walts on the main roads leading to Toklo.

Becnnse of local victories well-planned snd successfully achleved the Allles
must beware of the growing temdency to complacescy. For before Inpan
Is titexly conquered, what has gone before will be iriing compared with what
s to come'ln destructlon and death and we caanot expect fow losses.

—"IN COMMAND OF THE PACIFIC'—
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THE SERVICE OF YOUTH

By . MACALISTER BREW, in “Bricin Todar™

T betrays a definite misunderstanding of the
whole ¢onception of youth work in Britain
If one refera to it as a youth movement. "Move-
ment” suggests some form of propaganda, some
form of unanimity of programme, and some de-
gree of sell-advertisement. Yeuth work in this
country has nct been the result of aay definite
plan, no one haa ever sat down gnd said "Now
we will have a youth movement” and issued &
blue-print accerdingly. It is (rue that since
1939 and the publication of the Board of Educa-
tlon's rirculars in connection with Youth Ser-
vice more attentlon has been peid to the aceds
of the adolescent commuaity, but the history of
the Britiah Youth Service is a loag and varied
one. It would be fair to ssy that all popular
education In thia country hes been initisted by
voluntary bodies who were awarc of the enor-
mous potentialities of ordinary young people sad
who were desirous of bringing those potentiali-
ties to fuller fruition.

It wan for these purposes that the Sunday
schools, one of the earliest forma of youth
work ln thia country, were founded. The Rag-
ged Schools, the early club and settlement work,
even the early Night Schools, were all of this
nature. They were all designed to give young
people something better to do; they were all
actlvated by the hlgh motive of giving young
pecple some place in which they might meet
their fellows, and some activity which might
develop body, mind, and spirlt., The resuit ie
that youth work in Brilailn is of infinite variety,
ranging from Boys' Brigades (the earliest umi-
formed organisation in the couniry) to Scouts
and Guides, from the very loosely organised
Youth Service Squada to pre-service orgenisa-
tiona, from one-night-a-week clubs meetings on
chureh premlses to youwth centres with a mem-
bership of 800 or so mecting in a large modern
senior school,

This |nfinite variety ia at once the strength
of the work, and Ita weakness, It means that
there t8 wvery llttle lkellhood of youth work
in this country becoming a vaat neiwork of
regimented and regulated compulsory service,
but It does mean that because there ia (reedom
of choice and no compulsion 2 certain percen-

tage of young pecple will always remaia outside.
To those people who have tidy minds this in &
great dissdvantage, but f[or those of we who
believe that freedom for individual choice in one
of the cssentials of & democratic community, it
is g worth-while risk.

It might be hetpful to give some brief outline
of the history of goverament concern with
Youth welfare during the present century. A
grest problem of the last wer was the general
neglect of young people—the geaeral lack of
fecilities for their welfare and recreatlon and
the rise in juvenile delinguency figures which
is cheracteristic of all times of netonal stress
and strain. Ag early as 1918 the Home Olflee
znd BHosrd of Education were Both concerned
with the problem of adequate leisure-time pro-
vision for the young worker. Eacouragement
was given to Local Education Authorities to
estblish Juvenile Orgunisations Committees,
whose terms of reference were the proviasion of
suitable physical and recreatlve activitiea for
young people in their area. This necesslty was
further recognised in the 1921 Educatlon Act.
In clause 88, sections 5 and 8 of that Act, all
Local Authorities were empowered to provide
suitable recreative and physical facilities for
voung yeople, but like so many of the Board's
regulations this was permissive rather than ob-
ligatory.

Meny authorities failed to appoiat Juvenile
Organisations Committees, Few ol those who
did so felt that the matter was of sufficient
imporiance to employ full-time secretaries, and
during the years of the depression and the In-
pvitable cuts in social services, Juvenile Organi-
sations Commliteen gradualiy faded out of exist-
eace in all but & few areas. King George's
Jubilee Trust, the National Fitness Council, the
Community Centres movement, all gave a cer.
tain fillip to youth work during the 1030's, but
for the most part the bulk of youth work was
still in the handa of those enormously valuahble
voluntary organisations which had been work-
ing in the field for so long, only too often with
inadequate funde, premlses, and equlpment.

{Continved on page 4]

LOW.-LEVEL ATTACK ON JAPANESE TRANSPORT

A Boston bomber climbing after having droppad it bombd lood on & Jeponesa tramd port

off the New Guinec comt noar Wewok. The thip was In a consoy of iwo transpert and

three escorting corvaites which wire dastroyed by the American bombers. (U.8. Fifth Air
Foren photograph.)
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By 1838, however, the position had changed.
It is a trulem to point cut tha thusy people are
the only ones who ever have time to do extra
work, and at the outbreak of the present war
the majority of woluntary organisations were
faced with a man-pawer "black-out" Boys and
girls” ciub leaders, Scouters and Guiders, were
the very peopie who were swept up al the
very outset intc the armed forces, A.R.P. work,
N.F.S. duties, evacuation schemes, and 30 on.
One after ancther, organisations fouwnd them-
selves bereft of leaders who had gone (o work
which ssamed of more immediate urgency. More-
over, organiaations which had loat their leaders
were {requently also ouated fram their premises,
which were taken over by various gevernment
departments, and where they were left with
their premises, they were faced with heavy bilis
for black-out Hf they were to continue to func-
tion.

It {8 to the eternal credit of the Board of
Educstion that they realised what an enormity
would be committed H the mafority of youth
work should thus cease at a time when the need
for It would be greater than ever before. Con-
sequantly in November, 1830, the Board issued
its now (amous circular 1486, "The Service of
Youth,” to be followed very rapidly by clrcular
1518, “The Challenge of Youth"; and theee twa
clreulara taken together form what might well
be termed the Bible of British youth aervice.
Thaey enjoined on local authorities a triple duty:

Firatly, the duty of balping with grants thoae
voluntary organisations who would otherwise
be unable to funetion uader the impact of war
conditiona, such grants to be made available for
the payment of leaders, the rent of premises,
and equipment.

In the second place, it enjoined on local au-
thoritles the duty of making a careful survey
of their areas and of seeing to it that adequate
provision should be made for spare-time ae-
tivities for young- people and that If necessary
teachers shouid be seconded for that purpove
and school premises ahould be made available.

Lastly, it demanded that all local authoritles
should set up Youth Committees In their areas,
whose main should be the welfare
of young people ip the 14 to 20 age group. This

TN

wgs the beginning of the “Sarviee of Youth" sa
the fourth arm of the educatiopal service. It
can be regarded as an extenalon of the educa-
tian services on the welfare side, or aa an ex-
periment In further education—education nat so
much by instruction as by giving people pome-

thing to do—giving them an opportunity to be-

come socielly aware and socially reaponsible.

It ia naot surprising, therefore, that the next
move was one which rapidly chapged the ser.
vice of youth Into service by youlh. Youag
peaple whoe were given opportunities for meet-
ing young peopie, whose clubs and scout trocps
were being restored to them, were anxious to
perve the commuaity. The next important stage
therefore was the development of wuniformed
pre-service organisations such ea the Air Train-
ing Corpes and the Girle' Training Corps, and
the revival of the Army Cadet Corps and the
Sea Cadeta, All these bodies have recruited
large numbers of young people, all with a very

{Continued on page 7)

Te...
Messrs. Hitler,
Mussolinl, Tajo,

and Coy.

From ...
STEWARTS & LLOYDS
(Australia) Pry. Ltd.

*

New predacing Shells
.Instead of Gas Pipes

April, 144

THE NATY LLAOHA JOWRMAL

SHADES OF THE TEA SHIPS!
THE HOMELY TEA

We, f to-day, have some difficulty in realising
Lhat there was a time in British history when
tea wag not. For the tea-table is now one of
the moat fOrmiy established of our national
habits—indeed, one of the most Armly estab-
lished vogues of civilization the world over.
The invitation to a cup of tea is ane of the
commoneat, yet withal cheerieat, of hospitsble
complimenis. Yet, as history counis periods,
we have not to travel a long way back to dis-
cover the "No Tea-time Age.” Neither the
ancientas of Europe, nor those of the Middle
Ages, tasted tea. Modernity, comparstively
speaking, marks the coming amongst us aof the
tea-cup, the filling of which, thanks to British
enterprise, providea ua with one of pur Empire's
greatest indusiriea.

it waa somewhere about 1810 that the Duteh,
through their East India Company, firat brought
teg to Europe. It has been erroneously staied
that iia introduction to this country was due to
Lord Ossory and Lord Arliagton, wha imported
it from Holland in 1868 and brought the tes-
takle into rashion. That these noblemen did
much to popularize tea-drinking is undoubtedly
true, but it was coming into favour here some
yesra belore they brought their cargb from
Holland. Thus Arbuthnot tella us that in 1837
"the China leaf was appreciated by persons of
subatance, who could afford its purchase from
certain spothecaries, as a specific against the
vapeurs and melanchely.” Then, toe, Samuel
Pepys records in his Diary that he portook of
his fGrst cup of tea on September 25, 1660.
Moreover, in the same year, we fnd an Act of
Parfiament (12 Ch. I, c. 3) imposing a duty
of eightpence upon every galion of tea made for
sale in the metropolls. Thls goes to show that
tea-drinking was then becoming fashionable with
the wealthy, We say the wealthy, for the low-
est price for the leaf at that period and for &
number of years afier, was £8 per Ib. The time
of the great tea-merchants who "brought the

cup of comfort to the poor," was not yet. But
it was rapidly approaching,

In 1669 the British East India Company be-
gan tc import tem, and speedily wreated the
business from the hands of the Duich. This
may be said to be the real beginning of the
British tea-trade. At thia period tes was sold
in London at 80s. per \b,, and remained at that
price until 1707, After this date prices lessened
somewhat, but not greatly, until 1715, the year
which saw the Introduction of green iea. This
at once found favour and became very fashion-
able, and this fact, coupled with increased im-
portation, caused u considerable fall in the prices
of black teas. So in 1728 we find the prices of
black teas ranging from 13s. to 20s. per Ib.,, and
green from l4s, to 30s. per lb. 1n 1801 the
price of the cheapest tea was 4s. 2}d, per |b.;
in 1871, thanka to the removal of the East India
Company's monopoly of control and the encour-
agement of Indian tea-growing, the price had
been brought to a popular level.
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THE TOWER OF
LONDON

The Tower of London was dret bullt by Wil-
itam the Conqueror, for the purpose of protect-
lng and controlling the city. As Arst plapaed,
It lay within the ¢ity walls, Lut its enlargement
late in the 12th eeptury curried its boundaries
. eantward beyond the walls. Part therefore of
the Tower is in the City of London, and part
outside the City, but it forms, with its surround-
ing fortifications, & Liberty in itself. It covers
wn aren of 18 acres within the Garden rails.

The present buildings are partly of the Nor-
man perfod; but architecture of almwost all the
mtyles which have flourinhed in Engiand may be
found within the walls. It is well to r¢mem-
ber that though the Tower 8 no longer 8 place
of great militery atrength it ham in time past
been & fortrews, a palace, snd & prison, and to
view it rightly we mumt regerd It in this three-
fold mspect.

The oldest and most important building is the
Great Tower or Keep, called the White Tower.
The Ianer Ward im defended by 2 wall. Sanked
by thirteen towers, the only entrance to it orig-
Inally being on the south side under the Bloody
Tower. The Outer Ward is defended by a
wsecond wall, flanked by mix towers on the river
face, and by three semicircular bastions on the
north face. A Ditch or Moat, now dry, encircles
the whole, cromed at the south-weatern angle
by a stone Wridge, formeriy the drawbridge,
leading to the Bvward Tower from the Middle
Tower, o gatewsy which had formerly an out-
work called the Lion Tower.

The Tower was occupied am a palace by sl
our Kings snd Queens down to Charlea II. It
was the custom for each monsarch to lodge in
the Tower before his coronation, and to ride In
procesalon to Westminster through the clty.
The Palace buildlngm eiood eastward of the
Bloody Tower.

The security of the walla made it convenient
as A State prison, the first known prisoner be-
ing Ralf Flambard, Bishop of Durham, who had
been active under Willlam Rufus in pushing on
the bulldings. From that time to the beginning
of the 19th century the Tower was seldom with-
out some captive, English or foreign, of rank

and importance.
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to contribute thelr mervice in the natjons) emer
gency.

However, we are a astion of individuslista,
and side by mide with those young people who
And sstisfactlon In 8 uniformed organisation
are thome who either resent the stricter dimelp-
line or perhaps diallke the wearing of & uniform,
snd thersfore the more loosely-formed Youth
Service Squads mprang up. These wers ntarted
0 country aress; ia s village where there are
five boys and six giris between the ages of
fourteen and twenty It s n Ltile dificult 1o
;om&anm ke an exciting youth club. The

ou uads, however, -
er to do jobs s:hich were othemedn:og:tzjal
business, Youth Squads mttracted glse certaln
types of young people In the towna, Boya and
giris who liked to run their own show, who
were “school-shy,” o who were previously noth-
ing but street gangs, found In the Youth Ser-
vice Squad a medium for communlty action in
8 loosely-run organisation where they them-
selves took on the dutles of leadership.

The Service of Youth and the Service by
Youth, however, were not greeted with unanl-
molg approval, There were those who feared
that the voluntary organisstlons who had horne
& heavy burden for years would lome their
memberd to the better equipped and more fAnan-
clally stable local authority provisions. There
were those among the voluntary organisations
who [elt, not unressanably, that their wealth
of hardly-eernad experience was mnot alwaya
being taken into full account, and there were
also those lil-informed members of the publie
who felt that this serviee of youth was the
thin edge of & not very well diaguised wedge
which was to initiate g pale Imiiatlon of Nagl
or Fascist youth work.

It is these troubled folk who are inclined to
comfort themaelves at the moment by reflect-
ing that after all, when the new Education
Act i launched, the proposed Young People's
Colleges will do away with the necessity for
Youth Service. This ia an astonishingly pre-
valent miaconception of the whole purpose of

youth work-—which is an endeavour to

for the free lelmure-thme nctivity of youngc;::
ple. The Young Peopie’s Colleges are part of
the compulsory day-time provision for the edu-
cation of youth, and no matter how many far-
reaching reforms will be schieved by the new
Bill—it certainly will not mbolish plghta or
make them lllegal! Young people will stil] kave
their evening leipure-time, and although it is
not unfair to hope that when their education
has been extended they will require a different
type of lelsure-time activity, although # is
hoped they they will no longer be under the
necessity of attending vocatiopal tvening
claases, yet they will stl)) require places in
which to meet and opportunities to pursue those
hobbles and Interestn for which it is hoped thelr
extended education will have given them in-
creased appetiie and zest.

Thin leads one to atand back mnd surve
where all this youth service seems to be gt u:f'
morment. What has been achieved already? In
the fArmt piace it I8 undoubtedly true that the
percentage of young people (which in 1930 was
estimated at 60 per cent.) who are now um-
touched by some type of lelsurc-time provision
in very much lower. [t i true that much of
the reduction is due to pre-service organiea-
tlons which will not have the same appeal ‘when
peace is declared. Tt ia also true that much
of the provision takem the form of “the god-
less youth centre where they do nothing but
daace” as “Indignant Ratepuyer” and his friend
“Pro bono publice” do not fall to remind us
from time to time. But it is alwo trus thet a
Breat deal has been mihleved. The new youth
centres have learnt much from the older emtab-
lished organlaations. Young pecple have bean
provided with places where they can meet.
Adult belp and lendership have been forthcom-
ing & surprising numbers when one considers
war-time dificulties, and graduslly youth lead-
ers generally are beginning to grapple with the
problem of how to organise these young people
80 that they shall lemrn to practise the art rf
democracy in the small upit mnd mo that 1 -
shall have the opportunity to follow up thooe
pursults which appeal to them most.

Youth Service in Britain can be regarded as

an interesting experiment In further education,
It is not a movement. It is not an organiastion.

{Continued on page 13)
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FUTURE OF BRITISH MERCHANT SEAMEN
THE NATION'S WAR DEBT

By SIR ARCHIBALD HURD., tn “The Xay”

HE landsman, as & Tule, cannot understand

why Lhe mee has always made an irresis-
tible call to adventurcus youth in this coustry.
Dr. Samuel Johnmon no doubt apoke the
thoughts of many of hia conlemporarics in the
18th century when he declared that no man whe
could get into gaol would ever Lhink of going
to sea, because in gaol the quarters were much
more comforiable, the food was much better
and the company was much more comgenial, in
addition to which he did not run the rink of be-
ing drowned. But, nevertheless, over the cen-
turies, even in the days when there was lttie
comfort on board ship and pay was small, there
has never been any difficulty in manning British
merchant ships. Indeed, in tme of war, the
Admlrsity, the victim of the Treasury and Par-
llament, has always had to take men from the
mercantile marine to complete the complements
of men-of-war; the story of the Presa Cangs
formn ome of the saddest chapters im the hia-
tory of British wshipping. The fact s thet,
though both shared the damgers of the sca as
well an of war, and in the later vears of the
Victorian age merchantmen were unarmed, the
merchant service was more attraclive than the
naval service in the rough daym of the mailing
era.

Neither the rates of pay nor the amenities of
life on board the merchant ship lured youths to
men; It wae the love of adventure. Though many
men who served before the mast became ship-
owners, they were the cxeeptionn; British ship-
ping offered a poor reward to yeuths of ambi-
tion. Conditiona of work were hard, hours of
duty long, wagea low, but discipline, though
airict was not as rigid en In the Roysl Navy.
YWhether nhipowners were lesa generous or more
exacting than employern In other indusiries may
be doubted.

Only very gradually were the ¢ondliiona in
the merchant service Improved. The seemen’s

Arnt friend was the late Mr. {lavelock Wilwon,
who amelgamated the weak trade unicom which
had been formed In the variopus perts and
founded the Mational Union of Seamen, He
later galned the support of the late Lord Run-
ciman, whe had himself suifered all the ills of
life hefore the mast, and, as a shipowner, be-
came 4 missionary to the leag enlightened ship-
owners of the country and more capecislly
those owning tramp ships, which werc most ex-
posed to the competition of foreign ships In
which pay and conditions were far worse than
under the Red Enaign.

During the last war the nation learnt by bit-
ter experience how much it owed Lo the officers
and men of the Merchant Servicc—no lesa than
salvetion from atarvation. The U-best war on
shipping brought us neer to defeat; we owed
our escape to the seamen In mhipa which were
not built or manned for the violemce of war.
Nothing 1 all my llfe Impresscd me more than
the sterles of the continuous battle which these
men fought In the years 1914-18, which I had
to read when I wrote the official history of the
cegential contribution which the mercaatile mar-
ine made to vlctory.

No fewer than 14 287 officers and men—a
high proporiion of the mumber engaged at sca
~~made the wapreme sacrifice, and thousands of
olhers received injuries which ¢rippled them for
\ife. Parlisment, voicing the gratitude of the
Natlon, pleced on record the debt that was duc
to Lhese seamen. And they that debt waa for-
gotten. Owing to umfalr competition, Britink'
shipplag suffered the longest and severest de-
presslon ever kaown; 853 ships, of 2,196,140
tone met, had at one time 1o be lnid up In ldie-
nens, and thousands of officers and men, unable
to fnd employment afioat, drifted Imto other
occupations or existed as best they could. Par-
linment, reflectlng the indiference of the elec-
torn, did nothing to relleve the tragic situstion,
with the result that between the close of ihe

{Continued on pege 'IOJ

"

PACITIC

TROOPS TRAIN, 1N SOV WEST

TAAL L TIONT IS

THE WAYY LEASUE JOVRMAL

Righi: One

The jump.mailer in charge of o fHght of

Lefr:
ivn bwfure the winm make Their jump.

by thr camera ax he lnft the ploams,

£

eetrrans uf the Markhom Folley campaign, prepare (o make

during o troinlng rxercise.
¢ [ropa, Alghting hic o
nf the men raug

K

AHied parachute freaspr,

o jum
Jirac

Bhwk by oINSy @ Widery Mormag Mermla "




THE NAYY LEAGYE JOURNAL

{Continved from page 8}

d
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other countries. It carries outwards tod!thﬁ:
aarketa of the world goods which are o
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E

dustries need. The officers and men value
nu;.;r’nfrndnm ss workers who, through :gr
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IN ITALY

The whole world knows that the Allled cam-
paign in Ttaly hes not made the progress ex-
pected,

aivi-

We are told, however, that 25 German
slons there are pinned down by the Allies, It
s & Inir questiop to ask the number of Albed
divisions required for the job, slasc the amount
of preclious shipping tonnage w&ltlru. &n-
pure adeguate suppiles reaching the

H LOSSES HALF TOTAL OF
BRITIS e PIAE

casunlties in the first four years
dltk;;p::rm“m 847,160, of which 387,998 were
British troops, 109,800 Indian troope, and 74,338
Austratlian troope.

Flgures of battle casuaities to all ranks of
thelrmedfomulntheﬂriﬂlhhnptmlnrthe
first your yesrs of war (excluding deathe from
natural causes), made availuble by the United
Elpgdom suthorities, were imsued by the Prime
Minister, Mr, Curtin.

jes suffered most heavily after Bri-
ummmmxmumu,mm~
ties. New Zealand suffered 25,717 casualties,
South Africa 23,828, and Cansda 10.887.

Figures for the Empire are: Killed, 188,741;
misning, n.;rﬂ: wounded, 150,219; prisoners of
war, 270,906, Total casualties 6671080

Figures United Kingdom are: Killed,
120,988 ; mnm: wounded, 03,622; pri-
socers of war, 143,047. Total, 387,006

and ecolonies (kilied,
mm':e-‘:onrthenomlmom priamapel Towss
casualties) are:—

Australin: 12208, 11,887, 29,303, 20,760.
74,338,

Canada: 0,200, 2748, 3,383, 4,960, 10.897.

New Zealand: 5,822, 884, 11,518, 7,808, 25, T17.

South Afriea: 3,107, 270, 6473, 13008,
i 810, 13,230, 72,848, 100,800,

: 6,012, 17810, 3 3
g::h-& 1“."635. 18,130, 1,803, T.218, 25,736,
the firsl foor years of the war 100,300
nlvimﬂul were killed or sericualy injured in alr-
raids on Britain.]
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SEA CADET NOTES

MONTHLY REPORT

Woolwlch ratlags, under Insiructor F. Ward,
bave been undergoing a course of seiling in-
Btructions; the whaler has been on duty each
Saturday and Sunday for some wecks past. Mr.
Ward ig also rendering &, very fine service to
the Company by compiling and printing & seriea
of Instruction sheets dealing with the Regula-
tiona for Preventing Collisions at Sea, with ex-
planatory notes. These, together with compase
carda, are issued free to the cadets Ba they are
publigshed. A PTogressive programme of (rain-
ing 15 being made use of.

Remarkable progresa in the training of cadet
ratings is in evidence at our sub-depot at Glades-
ville. The routlne and discipline is sirictly in
accordaace with Royal Navy procedure, The
Company is now In Poascasion of its boat, and
the vesscl wili be put into commission when
the lnde have effected p few minor slierations
and have applied a couple of coatm of hattje-
ahip grey palnt. A small ward room and writer's
office is being construcied adjacent to the depot
gangway, Every credit i due to the cadets,
wha are glving up thelr Sundays to carry out
this and ofher projects in order Lo improve
thelr iraining quarters. A flagpole, complete
with yard and gall hes been erected on the
parade ground. Scarcely & week PaBseA with-
out some new artiele of eguipmont or other
lenprovement putting in an appesrance. A camp
is to be held over the Easter week-end, when
the programme will include both instructional
and constructional mctivities.

The C.O. acknowledges with thanks ihe for.
lowing donatlons of equipmeat:~Woolwich: Ig-
structor F. Ward, a very fine knot-board: A./B,
M. Eahle, & claw hammor, Gladesville: Chlef
Officer P, Waltars, timber for the construction
of 8 boom; Warrant-Officer A, Whecler, a cup-
board, a knot-beard, and an equipped frat-aid
cabloet; Mr, J W. Forsyth and friend, a set
of rudder Attings for the boat; Mr. I. Grant, of
W Grant and Ca., a blye ensign; O./D. Myers,
for palat and for paintlng the exterior of the
depot; O./D. N, Wenver, 3 table: A./B. F.
Thompscn, a chair; Master M. Bissett, a pair
of galters, We are also {ndebted to the Depart-

[Continuad on page (3]
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WOMEN IN THE
SERVICES

As ln other branches of war work, Australian
women are doing a fine job o the auxillary aer-
vices of the Navy, Army and Air Force.

wfacts and Flgures of Auntrotin at War," the
Department of Information's official review of
the war effort, states that women have released
for more active duties 38,508 pailors, soldiers
and mirmen,

At the end of September last, enlistmenta in
all women's services, Including the Nursing Ser-
vicen and Women's Land Army, totalled 50,107,
Of theae, 47,002 were |o the Navy, Army and
Alr Force Auxiliaries and Nursing Services.

Australian women in the wervices are uned

exclusively for defence. They are not allowed
T joln aircraft crews or to fire a rifle, But th;ly
may be, and are, uged by the RAAF. for radlo
location work to warn of the approach of enemg
alreraft, and by the army in pearchiight an
antl-pircraft batteries.

Women's

First formed in Aprl, 194_1. the
Royal Australian Naval Service (W.R.A_.N.S.)
is 1,115 strong. Iis members are serving at
paval shore eatablighments ln every State and

new regulatlons permit them to apply for over:

pea ad well an home pervice.

X 1642, the
Since recrulting began in Jaruary,

Australlen Women's Army Service (A.W.A.S.')
has grown lnto the largest of the three womel ]
defence services. It pow has 10,888 membenf
enlipted for full-time duty for the duration ©
the war and pledged to perve anywhere within
ihe Commonwealth.

‘g Australian Auxilary Alr Force
(ﬂﬂ;.e;‘;u the first women's defence ser-
vice established In Australs. Recrultng l}egg;
in March, 1041, snd the auxtliary now bas 17,1
members. t

members of the wWAAAF. 'an perving

m};‘n::r Guinea and along Australla’s northiern
line of defence.

The Australian Navy.

each has }ta own nursing
quelified nursiag siaters.

Ariny and Alr Force
service staffed by fully-

Ident of the three pervices la the Australian
Ar?ny Nursing Service, which wes founded before
the Boer War in 1898 and whose members have
accompanied Australian sojdlers wherever they
have fought. .

The Austrelian Army Medleal Women'a Ser-
vice actw a8 an suxiliary to the Australian Army
Medical Corps. Its function ia to gupply Armiy
hompitals, 8L home and in the fietd, yith their
clerical, kitchen, and non-gkilled nursing #iafs.

In all, there are £.304 membera of the nursivg
and other associated services.

Land Army is re-

i Women's
e Oon the fourth women's

garded by the Government a8
war auxiliary.

of rursl jobs are belag dene by
La‘;: fri:: wWOmen m)}o sheep atstions, whézt
farms, daicy farms, cattle gtations, vineyards.
orchards, vegeiable and poultry farms, tobur:«i:o
plantations, acientific experimental farms and in
the flax Induatry.

— Frors Department of Information.
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THE CARLTON HOTEL
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It Is not s system of patrobage which gives
pecple who are otherwise devold of aay adult
intsrest an opportunity to prattise their virtues
on others; It is not a cross between moclal work
on the one hand and a Hider Youth movement
In disguise on the other, It in a genuine at-
tempt which is being made in an infinite varlety
of ways to give young people an opporiuniiy
lo fulfif thelr greateat need—ihe need to grow
up.

Much bas been written about the peeds of
vouth, but when all ia said and dome, it in well
that we should remember that there are s great
many more people In the world over the age
of twenty than there are between the ages of
14 and 20. It would be a great pity If adoles-
cents were segregated into some closed corpora-
tion preslded over by social workers and pey-
chologiats, and those responsible for youth mser-
vice ln Britaln are well aware of that danger,
It is for thia reaeon that experimentation s
belng encouraged, and that uniformity of or
ganisation 8 deprecated. While all are united
in an endeavour to give young people a pur-
pose and an lnterest In life, the methods by

‘|which It ts being mchleved are extremely varied.

l

oung peaple long for responsibility; they long
e of uee and of pervice to the communlty;

ut they must have some security and some

Ip in growing towards this responalbility.

Ii iy this which the Youth Service endeavours
provide: through thelr parades and their alr-
through thelr discussion
oups and their dmma groups, through craft,
rough physical training, and above all through
Ir members' commlitees, all these various
outh groupa are endeavouring to temch young

ple how tg live and, whet is more important.
to live in & free democracy. The whole ser-
ice is lmpregnated with tbe faith that one can-
ot expect older clilrens to learn the art of
holge if they have not practised that art ko thelr
dolescence, that they canpot expect to be In-
rested In government H they have no op-
ortunity to practise the art of governing them-
jves, that they cannot be axpected o Join
ult socleties Lf they have never experlenced
e adventure and advantage of belonging to
vitally organised soclety In thelr most furma-

THOMAS ROBINSON
& SON PTY LTD.

FLOURMILL AND WOODWORKING
ENGINEERS

160 SUSSEX STREET
SYDNEY

Telephenes: MA 2012, MA 4971

RENEMEER OUR ADVERTISERS!

Wa wskt you Lo Eeap Ip mipd the frms
advertiming their prod lnu;.-. "
h’:'hmmtho,, whoss to-opamat!

mads the prodoetlon of your A
poasibla, and you wil do both m""’;"“
md Ibe Navy League o servics by copmult-
- for your variooe raquirsments.
And, Ip dolng m pleame mentlon—
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{Continued from page 11)

ment of the Navy and o varlous cadets of both
depots for gifis of rope o thelr respective Com-
panles. )

A parcel of books and periodicals was recently
despatched from N.LTD “Wwregs” to
HAMAS, "“Platypos.”

Appolntments..1.-5. C. Lithgow o be boat-
awaln (Woolwlzh). Our late 3rd Officer, Mr. R.
Holloway, writes enthusisstically of his work o
the Merchani Service. We wihh him “good sall-
ing and & heppy landfall”

A few vacancies for recruits eaxist at hoth
depots,
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owners, and they recognise—as Havelock Wi-
son alwaya Insisted—that if they are to et
their living they must have shlpa in which to
serve, and those ships must pay their way If
they ere to reccive their wages.

Owing to the work of the National Mari-
time Board, a8 community of interest belween
ghipowners and the officers and men, who are
all represented unon this industrial councll, hag
been eatablished which is at lcest a9 close and
cordial as cxiata in any other Industry. In that
new sympathy lies the hope (or the future. But
if the new epirit ls to become effcetive the seca-
men wiii need the persistent and congistent sup
port of Lhe people of this country. If that is
not wilhheld, the outleok for all end one is
brighter than it bas ever been. British ship-
ping will offer a career to every youth with the

salt of the ses in bia veins who wants to go
out over the cceana to visit other lands,

The status of efficers and men has indeed been
greatly Improved of late years. Owing to co-
operstior in Gghting the T-boats, they have won
the admlration of their “opposite numbers’’ in
the Royal Navy, who heve become thelr aut:
spoken champions. Of classes of scamen It
can be ciaimed that they are no lenger the
heppy-go-lucky and often shiftless and heavy-
drinkilng men that they once were All renks
and ratinga now have a pride in their csalling.
and though they wre uncovenanted to the State
and are in private employment, realise that they
form thie island country's fourth line of defence
In time of war and its firat line of supply under
peace conditions.

As the conditions of life have changed 20 the
“tope” on board ship has risen. There are
men of all types—"gainta and sinnera,” aa the
phrase goes. Officers and men, though they
belong to their trade unione In crder to protect
their meveral interests, are conscious of the
great part they play in the 1ife of the natlon.
They are defermined to da all in their power to
make existence under the Red Duster—now far

THE NAVY LEAGUE

The Nwvy Leagus was formed ln Loadon
fifty years ago, To-dey (1B44) branches of
gelmip;m;;tbomingncﬂw not only In Great
, out the Britisk .
wﬁth of Natlons. Commen
Ausiralla thers are branches of the Navy

League In South Australis, tori

South Wales. Victoria and New

The League I8 a voluntary, patriotle, non-
political and non-sectarian np:mciauon of
pecples, desirous of rendering to the British
Empire the greatest possible service, particu-
luriy In connection with mll matiers concerning
the sea.

The League is especially interested In boya
between the ages of 10 and 17 years. It en-
courages them to consider loyalty mnd discipline
as indigpensable to the highest form of cltlzen.
silp. The League ulso seckn to voluntarily truin
such lads in seamanship and In allied nautical
;j\;l;jenu. including Morse wnd semaphore signal-

The Lemgue does not ask the boys ta adopt
the sea aw o career, that s for' themeelves in
conqultation with thele parents or guardians to
determine, but it in ready tc nagist them |o any
readonable manner Bhould they declde to go
{0 sea.

The League with the late Admiral of the
Fleet, Ear] Jellicoe, belleves that 'such pautical
tralning wa it gives heip to keep alive the sen
splrit of our race which, in & Maritime Empire,
s of paramount impoTtance.

Bays wishing 1o know more about the Navy
League Sea Cadet Corps and ite traiolng In
depots and in boats should consult the Secre-
tary of the Navy League, New South Wales

Branch, Royal Exchange Building, Pitt and
Bridge Street, Sydney. (Telephone E 7888).., or
the officers commanding the Lesgue depots at
North Sydnsy, Weelwich, Manty, Gladesville or
Woolloomooloo Bay,

lese dangerous than it was owing to the pro-
gress of naval design und equipment—such af
will offer to welf-respecting and adventurous
youths of all classes a life really worth living

F. W. HUGHES PTY. LYD.
Woollen Mills

BOTANY AND ALEXANDRIA

20 Grosvamor Street
Sydaey

Tslsphone: B 7224
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USHER'S
e

Distinguished among the World's
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L CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY
Phone: B&SI11
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IN CENTURIES PAST

All through the centuries, Britain has stood as the stal.
wart guardian of Freedom and Justice. These . . . the
inakiwnable rights of man . . . the hope of oppressed
peoples throughouvt the world . . . are the sublime
principles for which the Allied Nations are fighling
ta-day.

Eves remombering the courageous deeds of cur men on
active service, we must make our full individval share
of sacrifice necessary to achieve Victory.

Help the Nation by SAVING.

-

e i
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WORDS and WAR

W‘E have read (not in this Journal) that Trok is the Jepawese Navy's lagt
main base ln the Pacific, south of Japsn, pmd that the U.H. fleet, ander
the command of Admiral Nimity, s so stromg that It can be spllt lnio task
forcea nmd aitack severn] objectives at omoe. All this makes cheerful readimp
even if the Bonin Islands are sHil In the ocean betwm!l‘mkuﬂtbomlh]md
of Japan, and the Jupanese Fleot is somewhers afloat mad still hatact.

The hazards of War are Incalculable. War, ke cricket, i fol] of omexpec
surprises. .- . - ted

Lot ug pray that the Insire om oor arms on land, o the sea mad
mwﬂlnothohrﬂshedbyuyonhﬂuuowp.ntocle-ﬂyﬂsmhal:m
to fully mppreciats the possible lateat capaclty of car mdversaries to eldemtep
or even hit hard if and whea the occasiom vitally demmads It. A corsered tiger
Is a dangerous anbmal.

Let ua belleve It I8 Food sense to temper with
s on cor alde. par aggreasion caation, for time

A major dlsaster to Allisd srwis as a result of over-confidence, or the nwder.
estimation of oar foes, would have reverberations far-reashmg snd foowdation-
shaking. Even healihy optimizm maost be Savoured with realiswm 1 the lessoms
of the past are t0 goarantee satlafuctory reenlia In the futnre

We bave beea told that the war s reseding from Acsiralla’s shores and
this, lw part, I8 » fact; bat It la n fact which may become the fatbar of
somplasency if It 13 allowed to clomd jodgment or to emcourage s relaxatlon of

Malbourro, C |

Ve p——

8
effort. To melax, to imagiwe final victory roumd the next cormer, I8 to invite
rude awakening. The way to Tollo, or to the Chlws Coast, Is wot yet “swide
o_pu," sa bhas been Implied by o writer, notwithatandiag the splemdid work done
.biv,]r or own men and by the mighty efforts of onr gallant and powerfol UB.A.
¥.
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"THE SILENT SERVICE"
NEWS OF THE NAYY —AND ITS LIMITATIONS

By ADMIRAL SIR WILLIAM JAMES, K.CER., in "The Navy Quarterly”

The MNavy was called the “silent service”
during the latter half of the nineteenth cen-
tury, for the pimple reasons that no one except
the inhabitants of the three manning ports ever
saw 4 map-of-war, and there hed been no mari-

time war since Napoleon's defest, Hardly a year
passed without a military campaign in some part
of the Empire, and soldiers were to be seen
everywhere on parade and practieing the arts of
war. The term “silent” ceased to be applicable
at the beginning of this ceniury, when 1t was
necessary to rouse the interest of our people in
their Fleet a0 that we would be ready when the

Kaiaer was ready to make his bid for domination

in Burope. The Navy League apread the gospel.

“Jane's Fighting Sbips” and “Brassey's Annual”
became best sellers, the Presa iold the peopie
of the growing might and increasing fighting
eficiency of the Fleet, Press correspondenta
wenl On mMADOsUvVres, visita to seaport iowna
became a regular feaiure of the Home Fleet
programmes. The Navy was no longer silent.
Publicity waa essentinl if we were to retain our
position as a power In the world. Lord Hawke
had once worn himself out trying to persuade
the Governmeni that the war just ended was
not really the last war #e would ever fight, and
ever alnce then Boards of Admiralty have been
struggiing in between wars'to keep going an
efficient nucleus of paval strength that could be
expanded quickly when the clouds appeared on
the political horizon, and their task in more
recent years has been muchk easier than the
task of their forbeara becauss of the immense
spread of education and the greai increase in
cireulation of cewspapers and periodicals. 8o
much for publicity in peace-time. In war-time
there are conflicting elementa. Publicity ia neces-
sary for several reasonsi—

{a) Our whole war effort depends on our abil-
ity to keep the sen lines of communication for
our own use, 8o that our vitally necessary fow
of imports is unchecked and 5o that we can pass
our army overseas when we wish and fand them
where we wigh, If our people are allowed to
forget this, oot only will the best youngsters
seek service elsewhere, but after the war Boards

of Admiraity will be as hard put to it as old
Lord Hawke to Xeep up an efficient nucleus.

{b} The fathers, mothera, wivea and sweet-
hearta of the men 4t sea want to kmow what
their men folk are doing, Those with men folk
in the Air Force are told every day of the gal
lant exploits of their loved ones, and the Army
hae now shed its ailepce about the individual
regiments taking part in operations, Why, they
ask, should those with men folk in the Navy be
debarred from feeling the mame pride in thejr
men ?

(¢) If the whole remarkable story of the work
of the Navy is never dinclosed our Allies cannol
measure correcily the true extent of our warz
effort.

Publicity is also difficult for several reasona:

- {a) The Navy poesessed a far greater mobility
than any other gervice. In a few days, the naval
airength in a war area can be radically changed.
The Army can doly proceed slowly oo land or
sea; though aeroplanes can Ay faat to a pew
base, & squadroo cannot operate until a slow
moving convoy bLrings its stores, equipment,
petrol and ground astaff. The muccess of our
naval operations frequently depends on with-
holding from the enemy exact knowledge of our
strengib in an ares. It also depende on with-
holding ¥uowledge of our weakness. It has
frequently happened that, owing to mishaps
loases due to the enemy, docking of ships, and
urgent demands from other areas, we have been
temporarily dangerously weak in an area, and|
the Naval Commander-in-Chief hag giresmed the
vital importance of “silance.”

{b) The fog of war pearly always aurroundaf
naval batilea, particularly in porthern latitudes
where the visibility is a0 often low. After a
night encounter no one is guite certain wha
they have come up ngainat. If we are fightin
convoys through with comparatively weal forges
it in of axireme importance that our exact
atrength should past be known.

{Continued on page 4)
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{c) Battle often takes place half-way through
& voynge. The Naval Commander-in-Chief can-
not afford to break wireless silence to report
the battle, nor doem be know all the facls until
he can call together all the Commanding Officers.
By the time his report reaches home other dra-
matk events bave taken place. What might
have been & splendid piece of "hot news” has
gobe cold.

How different is publicity in the case of the
other two Services! Though a curtain is drawn
down when & military offensive iu being prepared,
once It 8 launched reporters and cumera men
can be given & front line seat. When our bomb-
ers attack, reporters wait for the news on the
aerodromes, because the enemy know just as
well, or betier, where the attack has been made
and its effect.

Publiclty falls into two categories—''back-
ground” publicity, which includes Press articles,
films, broadcasts and books, and "hot news”
publicity, which dewls with current operstlons.
In all the “background” forms It can neow be
paid that the Navy has [ts fair share. The Press,
the B.B.C., and the film industry have always
been only too ready to help, und now that the
“links’* between them and the seagoing personnel
have been strengthened, statistics show that the
work of the Navy is now kept well before our
people. On the other hand, for reascns already
given, the Navy in still not in the same feld for
“hgst news' as the R.AF., whose output of publi-
city is enormous, Every bombing rald and every
“intrusbon” to attack trains, etc., can be subjects
of “hot" or, ut least, “warm” news, whereas
the hard, unremifilng, daily toll of the mine-
sweepers and escort vessels cannot be turned
to account. The loss of two trawlers, with a
lerge sidlled crew, extremely dlficult to replace,
appears in & corner of w back page; the lons of
ten bombers is under the banner hendlines. Yet
it ln those trawlers that cleared the fairways for
the oiler that &lled the bombers' tanks. It is all
unbalanced, but In the one case there is drama
and the ofber is, from a publicity wspect,
colouriess.

But there is something else that profoundly
affects naval publicity. The Navy ls fightlng
continually te keep the sea Hnes of communi-

I

cation open. It has, as alwaya, been a hard,
widespread and bitter Bght; oncc against
frigates and line of battleships, now against
submutines. It was decided by our Government
and the Government of the U.S.A. that our war
effort would prosper the belier if we denied to
the enemy all news of the Auantic battle.

Though from their submarine commoandera.

reports and from information gieaned in neulral
countriea, the enemy could doublizsa make a
fair estimate of our losses, their caleulntions
might be sufficiently wide of the mark to lead
them i{o errcneous conclusions about our ability
to launch an overseas expedition or our strength
to continue the war. Scientists and naval officers
working in  double harness were gradually
improving ocur counler-weapons. It was vilal
that the enemy should be kept in complete
ignorance of our intentions. No doubt there
were other reasons. So, whilst the Army and
the R.A.F. were free to publicise their operations
the Nuvy had to keep silent about their main
operations, This has been the great handicap
to “hot newsa” publicity, and effort haa had to
be diverted to increasing background publicity.

Though no one can foretell what new weapons
or methods the Germeans will adopl in their
endeavour to recover their lost position in the
Atlantic battle, it Is true that after four hard
years the Navy, working band-in-glove with the
Coantal Comamand, has now obtained control of
the sen lines of communication in the wemtern
hemnisphere, and ms "hot news" wanes in the
west it will wax in the east,but there wgain
communkquen in certain areas will be the entire
responsibility of an Allied Commander, not the
British naval commander, and it s poasible that,
operutic.g in those vast waters, the neceasity for
secrecy may be even more important than it has
»0 often been in the western war.

' REMEMBER OUR ADVERTISERS!

We ask you to kesap In mind the frooe
ndvertising thalr produzts in tha Jonrnel.

Thess 2re the peoble whoas co-operation .
hay mwads the prodociion of your magezine
possibla, and you will do both tha Journed
and the Navy Laagoe & ssrvice by consult-
mg them for your warlons requramaents.
And, In doing 0 pleam mention—
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BATTLESHIP AND BOMB

SEA-POWER IS STILL A "FIRST PRIORITY"
By . V. B. BLACKMAN in “The Navy”

The receni revelation thal the American
battleship which in October, 1842, shot down 20
dive bombers and destroyed at least 32 enemy
aircraft I three atlacks, sustaining only inci-
dental damage o herself, was the new "South
Dakota” sheds fresh light on the proof of the
modern batileahlp againet aircraft, snd sug-
gests that, given enough small -calibre high angic
guns, the battleship can hold ita own,

When we lost the new battleship "Prince of
Wales” and the old battle-cruiser “Repulse” the
extreme protagoniats of Air Fower gicated. They
ignoted the fact that these cepitsl ships had
been sunk not by bomba but by torpedoes [rom
naval aircraft. The balttesbip had wiways been
vulnerable to torpedoes, provided encugh of
them found their mark.

They forgot thal iorpedo-bombers and naval
aircraft vsed for or againat ships are inatru-
menis of Sex Power, even when operated from a
shore base. and that the lorpedo is essentially
& sen weapon, whether delivered by surface, sub-
marine or gircraft.

The air exponents read every lesson into the
sinking of the “Prince of Wales” und "Repulse”
except the obvicus ome that those ships were
not abreast of the alr power they were obliged
to meet. They disregarded the fuct that neither
the "Prince of Wales” nor the “Repulse” was a
modern battleship designed without limitations.

The “Repulse™ was originally laid down In
1914 as a battleship of the “Roysl Sovereign™
class, but she was redesigned, lengthened by 170
feet and completed in nineteen months ws @
lghtly armoured battle-cruiser, She subse-
quently underwent reconstruction, but she was
at best n compromise of reduced gun power,
inpdequate protection and moderately high
apeed.

At the time of her loss she had & displacement
of 32,000 tons wnd ¢arred six 15-inch guns,
twenty 4-inch weapons, 16 smaller pleces and
eight 21-Inch torpedo tubes wt n speed of 29
knots, with armour protectlon including a S~inch
wuterline belt and T-inch gunhouses. She repre-
sented a type which had outlived its usefulness—
cbwol t if not obsolete.

The “Prince of Wales,” withough a new battle-
ship, was handicapped because she was designed

within tresty limite, Everything was sub-
ordinated to & displacement limlt of 35,000 tons,
whereas the ship should have represented every-
thing that the strategy and tactics of our naval
requirements demanded, the wealth of our
country permlited wnd the knowledge of our
consiructors and engineers allowed, subject only
to dock and canal capacities.

The unfortunate ship carried ten 14-nch guns,
sixteen 5.25-inch wenpons, sinc multiple pompoms
and several smaller pieces at u speed of over
30 kyots, with ermour protecticn including a 16
inch waterline belt.

The trend of normal development had been
shown by the original design of the "Nelson"
class, which was inlended to merge the battle-
ship and tke battle-cruiser in w platform of

[Continued on page 7
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Part of the amphiblous

INVASION CHAFT CROSS HUMBOLDT BAY

invasion jorce undar the command of Generad MocArthur moving
ocysan Humboldt Ray I«.:n'rd'l ite pbjective near Hollzndia, Durch :\‘uu: Guinea. I htse
shalloo-draft landing ereft, loaded with mrn and eguipment, are to pull mJ dmem_“
enough o the besch to snable aupplies to be unloaded wnthput becoming sonke

weca woter. (US. Signel Corps picture.)

WAR SAVING
CERTIFICATES
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{Continved from pege 5}

48,000 tons with an armament of nine 16-inch
guns and sixteen 6-inch weapona, and a apeed of
33 nota.

In effect Lhey were battleship editiona of the
battle-cruiser “Hood" of 42,100 tons, which car-
rjed eight 15-Inch guns, iwelve 5.5-inch weapons,
eight 4-inch A.A. guns aad 1D emaller piecea
at a apeed of 31 keole, bul which waa origically
just 8a much a compromise as eariier battle-
cruisers as regards protectlon, which included a
12-inth walerline belt and 11-inch Lurreta,

The achievemenl of the American baltleship
In destroying ao many aircraft, and the realsi-
ance of Lhe German batileshlp ““Bismarck™ to
ginklng after belng struck by numerous tor-
pedoes and shella suggesis Lhat a battleship can
be designed with auch protectlon againat under-
water and above-water projectiles and such a
barrage of anti-aircvafl guns that it can destroy
any type of aircraft uelng any weapon, and if
any alreraft do get through, can survive damage
from any projectile or even the aircrafi Itself
being projected al her.

The "Prince of Wales” wans ope of the flrat
shlps of her class, apd, like the American “Wash-
ington' claas, later unite may be heavier, more
powerful and more resistant to any form of
attack with a multiplicity of anti-sircraft guns
of amall calibre, which seems (o be the aecreti
of Bugccesaful defence agalnat aireraft,

Our new battleships of the “Lion" ¢lass, which
before the war were stated to be about 40,000
tons designed displacerment, were aine laid down
uader modifled limilationa. The lateat American
battleshlpa of the '"Towa" class diaplace 45,000
tone and carry cine 18-inch gues, tweety S-loch
weapons, sixleen 1.1-inch A.A. pieces and 50
A.A. machloe-guns, as well as four aircraft, at
& speed of 33-35 Ynots, wilh maximum pro-
tection.

The capiaie of Lhe "Soulh Dakota," Ynown
unlil recently ae “Battleship X" because ahe
was the frst ship of 8 new clams, with new
armamenl and special equipmenl for combaling
Bircraft, has stated that no other warahip has
been called upon to endure such concentrated
atrafing fromn Lhe air, and nore acquitted her:
self better. The condltions of batlle favoured
the epemy, yel they were powerless to damage
the ship beyond a giancing bomb on Lhe edge of

a turret top in the third atteck, the armour
sbeorbing most of its destructive power.

The displacement of the “South Dekots" bas
oot been officlally released, bul may be about
40,000 lons. Only oo auch huge gun platforma
:8 there room for the multiplicily of A.A. guaa
pecessary to throw up 8 deadly curlain of fire
againsl enemy aircrafi.

Of the “Washinglon” group of six American
batileships, Lhe firsl iwo, the "North Carolina™
and “Washington,” displace 35000 tons and
carry alae 18-inch guns, twenty 5-inch dual-
purpoae weapons, sixteen L.l-inch A.A. pleces
and 50 A.A. machine-gucs, as well as Lthree air-
erafl, at a speed of 27 kpots, with armour pro-
tection including e 16-inch main belt, 8-inch
upper deck apd 4-inch lower dech.

The last four ships, the “South Dakots,”
“Massachusetts,” “lpdiana™ and “Alabama”
constilule a pew class. Wilh a heavier displace-
ment, Iacremsed engine power and enhaaced
defence sgainsl aircraft, they Are much more
powerful than Lheir balf-sisters aad incorporate
the leasons of war in their design and consiruc-
tion. They also bave a bigher speed of 30 knots.

Tested |n battle, the “South Dakota™ of this
tlams has proved herself lo be a redoublable
champion againel aircrafi, and it behoves the
exlreme exponents of air power to take stock
of their position, Has the antidole to aircrafl
Bllack on warships, lagging behind aircraft in
development, caught up at last?

Navy “heave to” &
this rope -

L .
i
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THE SEAMEN'S AID ASSOCIATION

(Copled from & “Japan Time %,” published befere thia war)

The shipping industry in Japan was placed on
a fair wa}? lilo geveiopment with the introduction
of Western type vessele into Jspan in the early
vears of the Meiji Era. But It was a matter
for regret to note that at that time Japan was
guffering from a misersble sho}'tnge of com-
petent officera and seamen. Especially, the rougvh
waya of seamen were the centre of public
criticism, with the result that spplicenis for
seamen's joba decreased every year, Greatly
concerned about the future of the mercantile
marine industry in Japan the Goverament had
the Mitsubishi Kaisha established a Mercantile
Marine School in 1877, granting & subsidy to the
Iatter in order to itrain fuiure officers of ahlps.
But there was ne lnstitution for the protection
and training of secamen. This ia the reason why
the Seamen's Aid Associstion wsa urganised at
the instance of Baron Mitsu Maejima, the then
Poatmaster-General, Mr. Shuzo Tsukshsra, the
Chiet of the Skipping Control Bureau, and fifty
other influential officiale and busineas men in
August, 1880, for the purpose of enforcing the
discipline of seamen, training excellent seamen.
setting up seamen’s homes, establishing elinica
for seamen and promoting the welfare ?l' the
seamen. Since ita organisation, the Japan's Sea-
men's Aid Association hns made substantial con-
tribytiona to the uplift and culture of the sesmen
in Japan.

-five yeara has passed mince ils
incJ::Jmt dnuflt-i{lg whi:h time the Associstion has
achleved m remarkable deve]opn:fent with its
foundation placed on a atable baais.

Subjoined ia the major works conducted by the
Assoclation;
1. Trainlng of Common Seamen "
ndidates for seamen are trsin‘
ngt?:nEt ct‘he seamen's tralning Institutes in
Yokohama and Osaks for about two montha.
Those who have completed the courgs at those
inatitutes are allowed to board vessels as seamen
on probation. These training institutea art:
unique nat only [n Japam but in the other par
of the world.

2. Training of Ofcors

Oficera’ trainlng inatltntes are set up at Kobe,
Kure, Ii)ji and Sasebo in arder to give necessary

education and irsining ta seamen who aspire to
become officers,

8. Seamen’s Hospitals and Cllnies

The seamen’s hospitala vnder the management
of the Japan Seamen's Aid Auocl_ation are
situated at the principal poris lnc‘iudm_g Yoko-
hsma, Osaka, Kobe, Mojli and Nagnsaki, with a
clinie in Tokyeo in order to give n'_lc_dlcal treat-
ment to the seamen nnd their femilies,

In addition to these medical institutions, there
arc hospitels which are under speclal eontract
with the Amsociation, in Hakodste and _Otaru in
Hokkaido. These hospitala and cilrles Eive medi-
cal treatment to scamen and their ra_rmlj.es at a
low charge or gralis, Moreover, foreign seamen
are also permlitted to receive medical treatment
nt the hospitals. Seamen who are victim:_; of
venereal dlaeases are treated st these hospitals
at reduced rates.

1. Seamen's Homes

The Seamen’'s Homes under the mansgement
of the Japan Seamen’s Aid Asaochtion_ are estab-
lished in the principal ports, inciuding Tokyo,
Yokohams, Nagoya, Yokkaichi, Osaka, Ko_be.
Meji, MNageaaki, Hakodate, md_ Otaru to give
ledging to seamen and their famllie_s &t auch low
rates a3 to amount slmost to nol.hmg_. Further-
more, these homes are equipped wu.l] various
entertainment facilities to give consolation to the
inmates,

5. Entertalnment for Seamen and Thelr Families

Various srrangements, such a: lectures, :Lnd
emas, plays and others are made for seamen
their families with a view to giving entertain-
ment and inatructlon ta them at one and the
aame time,

8. Reliel Wark for Seamen

Allowances are granted to seamen, if they arc
wounded on duty. A eolatium is given to sea-
men, when they fall vicfims to eea disasiers.
When a ascaman dles, his surviving family ia
given condolence-money. Moreover, in case the
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funeral of the deceased seaman cannot be held
owing to the poverty of his surviving family, the
association conducts the funeral service for them,

T. Honouring of Seamen

The Association gives medala of diligence to
those seamen who have remained long in serviee

- and are [althful to their dutles; medsls of exém-

plary service to those seamen who have rendered
exemplary service such as saving of livea: distin-
guished service medals to those who have ren-
dered digtinguished service Lo the cause of ship-
ring.

8. Propagation of Martime Affairs

A monthly magarine is issved and lecture meel-
inge &re regularly held st various places by the
Associaiion In Japan in order to populnrise know-
ledge coneerning maritime afairs,

9. The Business Resulis of the Axsociation

Though tie Aasoclation was not in a position lp
enjoy prosperous businesa at the time of its incep-
tion it has ateadily developed in direct proportion
ta the expansion of the shipping industry In
Japan.

The following teble shows the business
results of the associalion done up to the end
of Mareh, 1935:

Works: Number Expenses
{Yen)

Training of Officers e 11,540 407,947

Training of Seamen . 83615 1,542,238

Lodging of Seamen ... 247,200 1,252,526
Medical Tremtment of Sea-

men and Their Familics 405643 3.871,354

Condolence-money ... 4,275 252373

Honouring of Seamen ... 17,955 24,849

Seamen Glven Employment 701.823 1,481,013

The Organisation of the Association and
Its Staft

The ateff of thia assoclation consista of five
to Ofteen directors, less [hgn three auditors,
and 30 to 60 permanent members, Directora
and suditors are elected from the permanent
members while the director-general is chogen
from the directors. The branchea of the associ-
ation are established in all the prefectures
throughout the couniry, and the plecea where
the naval bases are situsted and the posts of
the chiefs of those branches are placed in the
charge of the Governors of the prefectures, and
Commandants of the naval buses,

TROOPS FIRST
THEN COMES THE A.C.F.

Wherever Australian Bghting men and women
80, the Avatralian Comforts Fund follows, Qften
the Fund's honorsry commissloner arrtves with
the troops. He always doew if the Generals per-
mit, but the troops and thelr equipment sre the
firat easentlal, So the A.C.F. geta there an spon
82 poesible—usually in time to cheer the jads
when they pause to sharpen their bayonets ar
alifow the tommy gune to cool.

The name Australian Comforts Fund usually
creates an fmpresaion of an Aussie sailor, soldier
or airmen receiving a package of sweets, tohageo,
nuts, shaving eomp or other semi-luxury whick
nelpa to make life more congenial in the Aghting
areas,

That is ar accurate picture of & mmgll part
of the scene. The A.C.F. operates widely enough

to do anything to buck up the Bghting men and
women,

There was a recent gift of rat traps to the
boye at Milne Bay, for instance, What could
be less comforting tham a rat trap—especially
for the rat? But the troops were being aagailed
as viciously by rats as they had been by Japs.
S0 the A.CF. shipped a cargo of traps and the
boys were comiorted,

The Australian Comforts Fund is a very big
show. The Salvalion Army man who produces
hot tocoa and biscuits when the boye are cold,
wet, tired and hungry, the YM.C.A, man who
Bet up a recreation ient or hut with easy chaira,
games and writlpg materials are both on the job
becsuses the A.CF. has financed their OTEANi-
astions. The facilities of the Y.W.C_A. for Ser-
vice women and nursss have been provided by
the Australisn Comforts Fund. These four
bodlea—A.C.F, Salvatlon Army, Y.M.CA. and
Y.W.C.A.—wark in association, the A.C.F. mak-
ing the appeal for funds to cover the work of
ihem all. In addition the Salvos have thamselves
been finding 30 per cent, of their war expendl-
ture. L]

It is amusing (and exagperating ai times) to
hear a soldier back on leave tell what g marvel-

lous lot was done for hun by one or another of

{Continued overleal)
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these orgsnisations, snd perhaps questioning
why the others are doing nothing.

Last month it was announced that the A.C.F.
had opened & club snd hostel in Londen at a
cost of £25,000 for R.A.A.F. and other Austra-
lians. Incidentally, that club would have been
establishe ] long ago oaly the suthorities did
nol waai 00 many picked men concentrsting
in London while the German sir rsids were going
astrong,

That club house is one of many, One waa
opened in Jerusalem ten days after the first of
the Ausizalizng srrived there in February, 1840,
Other clubs were set up by the ACF. in Syris,
Egypt, Mslaya, Canada, U.S.A. snd New Guincs.
Hostels were scattered wherever our boys or
girls were stationed.

Haonorsry Commissioners travel here snd there,
working dsy and night receiving and distributing
the goods. mingling with the troops und finding
out whet they need, sharing their dangers and
laughing when they lsugh. The Commissionera
give caltes of soap, tooth brushes, tooth paste,
boot polish, cigsrettes, tobacco, chocolstes,
lollies, chewing gum, hendkerchiefs, writing
paper, face washers, cakes.

At Christmas every man and womasn on the
job receives a marvellous hemper conteining a
pudding and & cake, nuts, fruit, smokes and
various heart-warming sundries, The Christmas
hamper is one of the A.C.F.'s blg jobs. There
are over 250,000 to be made up, and before any-
thing can be done, arrangemenis have to be
made in many directions to secure &ll the
materials required. The hampers themscives
cannot be made until, after several experimental
packings, its size and shape are determined.
Although Christmas is stlll & long way off, sl
ready the A.C.F. has been busy for many weeks
working out what {8 to be go into the hamper
snd arranglng to obtain supplies, The big ides
is to gend & hamper with the maost and best that
can be put Iata it, and to make sure that every
Australinn in 8n operational ares gets his or hers
on or before Christmas Day, not a day or two
late. That applics whether a boy ig stelling
Japs in the jungle or sizzling in the desert,
whether he is strolling on leave slong Piccadilly
or Broadway, on garrison duty in Iceland, travel-
ling at sea or under the sea or among the clounds.

So it will be perceived that much money is -

required to keep the A.CF. in action. Hosts of

women sew and kait for the A.C.F, raise money
by various meane. In every town and suburb,
patriotic men and women give their work as
token return f[or the risks which the Aghting
forces are taking, Some organisstions have
raised subatantial sums which are very welcome
to the A.C.F. That organisation through its
branches snd osupporters gathers a million
pounds & year, spends it all, and like little Oliver
asks for more—asks you, gentle reader!

The A.C.F. uses the money to the utmost
purpose, buys in the best snd cheapest merkets,
obigine goods &t enormous discounts, hae nothing
to pay for poslage or transport by reil or ship
or plane.

No private individusl, no locsl patriotic group
which wishes to do something for the boys or a
particular boy ca&n do what the A.CF. is doing
—except through the A.C.F.

JUST ARRIVED
Manusl of Seamanship, Yol. 1.
[Postage 4d.)

Manwal of Seamanship, Vol. 2 (with amend-
menis], Price, 7/7. [Postage 4d.)

Call or write far yowr copy now. Limited
stocks.

Mail orders receive prompt attention,

McGILL'S AGENCY
183-5 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOQURNE, C.I
(The G.P.O. i opposite) Cant. 81134

TECHNICAL BOOKS J

Price, 13/9.

PLEASE NOTE

Cantributions of s muitable nature
sre cordially invited, and should be
sddressed to the Editor, the “"Navy
League Journal,” 14 Queen Street, Mel-
bourne,

Tha Navy Lasgue does not netes-
sarlly endorse the opinlons of con-
tributors to the Journal.

Telephone - - - - - WMU153%0

Are you in the feagae,
Why not 7

THE NAVY LEAGUE IS...

a WATCHDOG of National and Iimperial
security,

an ENEMY of apathy in all matters
naval and maritime,

a TRAINER of the citizens of to-morrow,

a PRESERVER of our glorious sea
heritage.

@ If you subicribe to thess ideal you shoild subscriba to
the Leagua’s fundi for their mors parfact steinment.

THE LEAGUE NEEDS NEW MEMBERS
WHY NOT JOIN ——— NOW|
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THE CHARTER FOR MANKIND
AFTER THE WAR IS WON

President of the United Btates and Hia Majesty's Government In the

United Klngdom deem It right to make known ceriain common principies
In the natlonnl policiee of their respecthe countriex on which they bmse their
hopes for a better foture for the world.

1. Thelr countriea peok no sgrrandisement, territorial or other.

%. They deslre to ses no ferritorial changes that do not sccord with the
freely expressed wishea of the peoples concerned.

3. They respect the right of nll peoples to choose the form of Governmwent
under which they will live; and they winh to see soverelgn rights mnd pelf-govern-
ment reatored to those who have been forcibly deprived of tiem.

4. They =ill endeavour, with dse respect for thelr exlating obligations, to
further enjoyment by all Btates, great or wmall, victor or vanquoinhed, of
on equal ferms, to the trmde nnd to the rmaw materials of the world which are
needed for thelr sconomic prospecity.

5. They dealre to bring about the fullest collmbormition between sll natlons In
the economie Beld, with the object of securing for all Improved labour standards,
economic sdvancement and social securlty,

4. Affer the inal deatruction of Nazi tyranny, they hope to see established
a peaos which will afford to all nations the mweans of dwelling n safety within
thelr own boundaries, and which will afford sesursnce fhat sll the men n all
the lands may live out their thes kn freedom from fear and want.

7. Bach a pesce ghoold enwble il men to traverse the high seas nnd ocoans
without hindrance.

B. They belleve all of the natlons of the world, for realistlc as well ns
splritusl reasons, must come fo the abandonment of the mar of force. Binee no
future pemce can be maintsined if land, ses, or alr armvamsents conflowe to be
employed by natlona which threaten, or may thresten, sggresslon ouiside of
thelr froatiers, they belleve, pendiug the establmhment of » wider nnd permunent
aystem of general pecarity, that the disarmsamsent of such nations Is essenttal.
They will liewite ald and encourage all other practical memsures which will
Nghted for peave-loving peoplea the crushing burden of mrmament.
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HOW THE NAVY WILL DEFEAT JAPAN

When the war with Germany broke out we
knew that most of the offensive Gyghting would
fall to the Army and Air Force; but it is equslly
evident now thet the wer with Jepan will reverse
the position and give most of the big opportuni.
ties“to the Navy. Prospective war zones of the
East stretch acress thousands of miles of ocean;
where there must be land fighting, in China, we
have gn immense Chinese Army, walting only to
be equipped; our air forces are prectuded by the
great distances from fulélling more then a sub-
widiary role.

Thus the Americans are to build no fewer than
70,000 landing craft between 1944 and 1847, and
we have alrendy staried to give the Navy prior-
ity in this country (for building and for recruit
intaker), and thus Admiral E. King, the U.8.
Naval C.-in-C., stated the other day thst "Allied
naval forces would be traneferred from the Euro-
pean theaire o the Paciic when the Germen
defeat appeared to be close at hand.” Then
they “would be mwed along the mein lines of
attack, mlready determined.”

What will be those “main lines of attack,” and
how exactly will our Navy be used in the Pacific
when the signal is given?

Our American alliesa naturally take great in-
terest in lines across the Pacific as such, from
Hawaii westwards to Japan direct, from Hawail
south-westwards towards the Marshall and Caro-
line Islands via the Gilberts and the Solomons—
New Guinea theatre, and from Alaska via the
Aleutians towards the Kurile Islands immedi-
ately north of Japan.

Yet an expedition to invede Japan across the
Central Pacific might still seem somewhat im-
practicable. It is 3,380 miles direct from Pear)
Harbour to Tokio, s distance far beyond the
capacity of a seff-contained invasion force, and
If it were planned to pause at the intervening
islands of Midway, Walke and Marcus one must
remember that these are themselves situated
some way on either side of that direct route. as
well as belng infinitesimally small and lacking In
facllities.  Apother Amerlean spokesman hes
admitted that cerrier-based aireraft would have
to form the spearhead of any such attack. Could
any number of such afrcraft hope to secure &

By DONALD COFIE, in “The Narvy”

sufficient degree of mestery over Japanese home-
hesed avigtion for an invasicn feet to be able
to approsch Jepan from the open ocean, after
auch a leng voyage, and thrusi its dagger sue-
ceasfully home? Even if there were no Japanese
Navy?

It would be anslogous to an invesion of
Europe by the Americans witheut the xid of
Engiand, the invasion flect o travel scross the
Atlantic with & stop st the Azores. and go
ashore in Frence with only the protection of
cerrier-besed aircraft sgeinst German Bghters,

To sttack Japan wia the Aleutigna would be
more [easible. Operstions would, however, be
confined to a few summer months on account of
dhe fogs, and before &n expedition could be
passed that way lorge neval and air beses would
have to be built on the smsll, inhospitable. un-
suitble Aleutian Islands. Then it would be neces-
sary to tackle the powerful Japanese bese at
Peramushit in the Kuriles.

President Roosevelt hes remarked, apropos of
the current cperations in the South-West Pacific,
that "if we captured an island once 8 month it
would teke Afty yemrs to reach Tokio.” And
indeed, to attempt the reduction of Japan vie
the Marshatl, Caroline, Ladrene and Bonin Ta-
lsnds would be to defy all the most Armly esteb-
lished laws of stretegy.

That, at legst, would not epply Lo en expedi-
tion from Indie vis Singepore and the coasts
of Indo-Chins and Ching to the Pescadores, For-
mose, the Ryukyu Isiends end Jepen. Such 8
naval thrust couiu neariy alwsys be a combined
operation—note that the operation would come
under Lord Louis Mountbatten's South-Eeat Asis
Commsnd-—and, g8 it proceeded, would estab-
lish tand communications with permanent hases.
By the time it was ready to make the fGnal jump
from the China cosst it would be thrusting out-
wards from interior linegs. First, however, it
would be necessary io recapture the Andaman
and Nicobar Ialands in the Indian Qcean, re-open
the Straiis of Malacca and retake Southern
Malaya with Singapore, land an expedition st
Tavoy to work it way quickly across to Bang-

{Continved on page 41 .
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kok, and other expeditiona from the McArthur
zone would have to hasten, with reinforcements,
te the reconquest of the Philippines and Borneo.
Meanwhlle, it would probably be necessary for
Lord Louls t¢ devote strong naval forces with
carriers to & blow at Rangoon, without which
Burma could not easily be retaken. And that
would be expensive, as the ships would be ex-
posed to three-sided attack from land-based alr-
craft in the uncomfortable corver of the Indian
Ocean where Rangoon im situated.

Thus it can be demonstrated that, though the
war against Japan must be predominantly a
naval war, yet it presents very conaiderlnb!e naval
problems If we propose to attack Japan directly.
Cur enemjes have been clever. They have thrust
out thelr defensive screenm to such an unprece-
dented distance—many times the distance rfzf

t the moat powe
}tfmue:‘m:stﬁ;xoh‘rm—te? before all the defences

bave been plerced, and any operation of this
kind must take an agonieingly long time.

Yet there ln a simple solution to every prob-
lam, and a Uttle hard thinking, -with consiant
attention to the essentially naval charmcter of
the Pacific war, should reveal the acawer to this
ooe. It wam Baid that the defeat of Japan would
take a long time [f we pianned to attack ber by
direct expeditions,  What, then, of indirect
methods? Bupposing we concentrated, in this
paval war, uot on attacking Tokio but on sinking
the Japanese Fleet? .

Thers are grounds for believing that that is
our strategy, and all other operations, island-
bopping, combined Mounthatten plans, are either
designed to provoke the Japapese Fleet into
battle or to awsit the sinking of the Japanese
Flest befors they are pushed ahead seriously.
The atiack on Truk of Fehruary was esmentially
an attempt to draw the Japanese Fleet into
sction, and the same appiied to subsequent raids
on the distant YLadrone (or Marianne) ialands
and on the Eurile base of Paramushir.  That
the ebnemy preferrsd to emulate Italian naval
strategy might bave beet clever, but waa

The J ese defensive screen, from China to
the Camm from Timor to Rangoon, is very
impressive. But not obe of those outlylng gar-
ridona cotld do much herm for long If the Im-
perial Navy were broken. Afrcraft would soon
be grounded, This hes been demonstrated
already, by the blockading of the remaining
eoemy garrisons in New Guinea {lncluding the
strong base of Rabaul), thanks to Allied ses and
air muperiority in that region. An pnalogy
wounld be Hitler’s Burope suddenly depr_ived of
{is traneport system. With naval opposition al
an end, we could sail our expeditlona where we
cared, and land them in the knowledge that the
garrison's opposition, however momentarily
siropg, could not last long for lack of suppiles
and reinforcements. With control of the China
aod Yellow Seas we could marcon the Japanese
armies In China and give Generalissimo Chiang
Eai-shek his chance. . . .

Even to date the verious Faclfic opersiiops
have been mingulariy effective in reducing the
enemy's naval power. Twelve battleships, 12
heavy crulpers, 20 light cruisers, 120-odd des-
troyers, 80 to 90 submarines, perhaps 12 air-
craft carriers waa the Japanese Navy before
the war. We have already sunk at least 2 bat-
tleshlps, 7 aircraft carriers, 22 cruisers, 50 des-
troyers and 40 submarines. When the huge war-
tlme Navy of Brituln salls with French, Italian,
Norwegian snd Dutch ships at the collapse of
Germany to join the massed Atlantic and Paci-
fic Fleets of the United States, then It should
be primarily just a matter of bringing & fore-
doomed enemy to battle. That I8 how the Navy
will win the Pacific war (save that the enemy
will have, by clever sirategy, to be brought to
battle).

RENEMRER 0UR ADVEETIHERS!

amkt you te ksep in mind the frma
-d:.r&lu,&otr prodocts in the Journal,

Thass ura tha pechle whoss co-cparstinn
tas mads ihe produciion of yoor magaxine
pospible, and you will do both ths Joumal
and tha Navy Leagns & sérvice by conmult-
ing ibam for your warious Tequirecanis
And, in doing so pisess mention—
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WITHOUT FEAR

Niagara's

Daredevils

Condensed from “Vartety”
WILLIAM F. McDERMOTT

Niagara Falis has irresiatible lure for dare-
devila. A motley procession of foolhardy o
mercenary men and womeén have dared death
by prancing above the chasm op # tightrope,
Plunging over the cataract iteelf in g barre),
trying to swim the torrent, or shooting Lhe
Rapids and the Whiripoo! |n boats. Some died,
but & murprising number Fot away with their
stunts.

Only ope won fortune and worldwide fame.

This was the Freachmaa, Blondin, who “for the

glory of France"—and some cash—-cavorted op
& rope gtretched acroes the chasm in the sum-
mers of 1859 and 1880, Among those who
watched from the U.S. and Canadian shores were
the Prince of Wales, ex-President Millard Fill-
more, governors, millionaires and sociallies, rub.
bing elbows with a horde of tHohern gamblern
and the populace. Tens of thousands travelled
hy exeursion steamer and traln to watch as the
Eay performer, rometimes with n mack over
his head, did his incredibie antlcs over the churn-
ing waters and rocks almeat 200 feet below.
Gamblers made book on Blondin's fate, and lhe
“mounts wagered were many times ss much
88 Blondin gleaned when his sssis‘ants passed
hats among the throngs. It is legend that one
gambler cut a guy rope to try o make ihe
Frenchman fall.

Blondin, born Jean Francois Gravelet, son of
8 hero of Napoleon's armies, had won consider-
able Tepute am an acrobat in Europe. When be
anncunced his plan to brave Niagara, the news-
papers here and abroad gave him project wide
publicity. On his way to America he dived from
the steamship and rescued a seaman who had
fallen overboard.

Blondin's rig at Niagara was & three-lnch rope
anchored on the Canadlan side 1o axletreea im-
planted in rock; on the Amerlcan side, a horse-
pewered windiesa kept it taut Even 8o, the
rope sagged 50 feet at the middle of Ky 1100-foot
length. Guy ropes every 20 feet extended from
the maln rope to the riverbanks. Sacks of malt
werehungfromtheusuyropeumhalpkup

them taut, Still, there was a Bpace above mid-
stream which no guy ropes could reach, and It
awayed in the wind like & giant hammook,

When Blondln anpounced that he would walk .
the rope on June 30, 1859, the whole country
was excited. Crowds of spectators blackened
the ¢liffs on both sides of the river, filled the
Improvised grandatends, and paid lavish prices
for vantage polnts on housetops. Wagering was
beavy on whether Blondin weuld succeed, and
alac oo whether he would lose his narve at the
last moment and refuse to attempt the feat,

But Blondin had no nerves. At the appoioted
bour, ¢carrying a 50-pound balancing pole, he
walked boMdly from the American side to the
middle of the rope. There he sat down, gat up,
walked @ short distance, and lay down on the
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rope with his pole resting across his cheat, Aris-
tn:,ehe tumed a back somersault, then walked
toe the Canadlan shore. A Cansdlan band
gtruck up the “Marseillaise” but ity music was
drowned in the cheers, After s 20-minute rest,
Bilondin started back, carrying & chalp. Mid-
way, he baianced the chair on the rops and sat
in it, He was back on the American shore,
treah and mwearied, an hour from the time he
began hia performance.

Blondin weliked hin great rope & second Hme
on the 4th of July, and again on Bastille Day.
Many other performances followed, in which
be stood oo him head, danced a jig, or carried
out a chair and tabie and sat down to a meal
balfway across. He crossed at night in the glare
of locomotive headlights; when part way ower,
the lights wers extinguished and he finished In
darkness. He made the perilouns trip bifndfoided
or with his feet in baskets; twice he croeeed
walking backward, and even went over on stiikte.
Once he lowered & fluak on u Tope to the little
sight-seeing ateamer “Mald of the Mist" and
pulled up a drink.

Bot the supreme thrill was when he carried &
man on his buck. Blondin offered a large sum
to anyone wWho would dare the ride. Baveral
volunteered, took & look and chenged their
minds. Eventually his assistant, Harry Colcord,
sgreed to go. Crowds bad been growing stead-
ily for each appearance and on thin August day
the multitude, estimated at 300,000, troke nil
records,

Biondin appeared In gay tights, Coelcord,
wearing formal evening clothes, climbad on Bion-
din's back, put hls feet fn stirrups and clung te
& harness. With a flourish they started out.
Cautiously Blondin Inched along. Out 150 feet
or 80, he had to rest, and instructed Coleord to
cimb down for & moment. Coloord’s heart
nearly failed him: this was not in the pro-
gram. But the probable alternative wan death,
o he dismounted and stood grasping Blondin's

hips.

After » moment Blondin ordered, “Get back
on!" At the second halt for rest, Blondin heid
out his bat at arm's length. Beossth, on the
deck of the "Mald of the Mist" stood John Travis,
a famots pistol shot. He fired. Bloodin ex-

and signalled “No” Trmavia
firod aguin; wnother miss. Then a third shot.

]

Blondin gaily waved his bhat—pierced by the
bullet,

In midstream, where there were no Uy ropes
to steady the swaying spam, the balance poie
Jittered. Blondin started to rug. When he
reached the firat guy rops ahead, where he ex-
pected to pause and regaln balance, It
was limp. Someone had cut i at ita anchor.

Straining forward with his human cargs, Blon-
din kept his balance, gnined speed, and raced
io the next guy rope, which held., Here Coloord
dismounted again. Finally they made shore,
where weeping, hyaterical men helped them to
the ground.

Forty years Iater Colcord wrote: “The thought
of that day still haunts me. Again I see the
shores biack with people and look down on the
switling river far below. 1 fee! Blondin stumble
and away as the ruMans (ry to upset us, and he
breaks lote 8 wild run for life. When it al
comena back to we, T jump up in & cold sweat."

Blendin reaped bis reml reward when he re-
tureed to Europe. He packed London's Crya-
tal Paince during u long engagement, perform-
ing on a rope rlgged 70 feet above the floor.
Eventually some silcker got his money. In 1898,
72 years old und broke, he gave s tightrope
exhibition in Beifast, wearing atllts and turnieg
somersanits. He died the next year—in bed.

Blondin's tmitators got busy even before he
left the scene. Slgnor Ballini in 1880 crossed
above the Rapids on a siack rope, his feet In =
anck. He, too, carrled a man over oo his back.
In 1885 Harry Leslie, an American, crossed the
gorge on m cable, In 1878 u woman, Maris Spel-
terini, dared the rapids on & rope two Inches in
diameter and later crossed with hands and fest
manacled,

For pure courage, Captaln Matthew Webhb, an
Engilshman, was supreme among those who
taced Niagara., A atrong swimmer, he had con-
quered the English Channel and in 1883 an-
nounced that he was going to America to swim
the Whirlpool rapide,

A whort distance beiow the Falls, the gorge
narrows and the drainage of almost hail a con-
tinent tries to escape through a rocky pass only
400 feet wide. The current runs ag bigh as 40
miles an hour, Farther down 1s the famous
Whirlpool, a é{-acre cauldron of madly swirl-
Ing water. Objects caught in it often circle for

hours, beyond reach of men on the bank; »ome-
ttmes ihey are sucked under water, to resppear
far downstream,

Captain Webd did not hesitate. Plunging im,
be made hesdway for a thme toward the osther
bank as the current swept him downstream.
Then a great wave hit him and he dismppéared.
Four days later hia battered body wam found
seven miles down the river,

Bill Kendali, & Beston policeman, succeeded

in gwimming the Rapida in 1888, hut ke wore
& cork life preserver.

It wan Carlisle D. Graham who firat concelved
the idea of ahooting the Haplds in a barrel. He
did thls five times In the early '80's. On the
fifth trip the barrel was trapped in the Whirl-
pool, and circled for hours, When at [ant
watchers op shore managed to snare it, they
dragged Grahsm out uncenacious and near death
from guffocation, He never tried it again,

He had several tmitators. Maud Willard, an
agtress, took her dog along. Her barrel was
caught in the Whiripool and circled for five
hours. When it was retrieved and opened, the
dog leaped out allve but the woman was dead,

The apex of foolbardineny lg the plunge over
the Falls. Three have done it snd Hved, The
first, in 1001, was Mry. Annie E. Taylor, a sehosl

{Continued on page 13)
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HUT NUMBER TEN

Ry CODFREY WINN, in “The Naoy”

Mr. Winn serced for some time ta on Ordinary Seaman on active service afloat. He has
now, unhappily, been involided out o} the Service.

They called it Hut Mo. 10. We all had white
phirts with it embroidered on in red letiers. It
didn’t metter whether you were & stoker, or a
petty officer, en ordinary seaman like myself, or
a Royal Marine, you wore Lthe seme yniform in
bed. It wag strange to think of a long. bare,
wooden hut as 8 home, but it was & home [Or us;
we were gll home from the see; at resat for &
time in one of the navsl wards of a femous
peace-time Scettish hospital,

Our day began st Bve-thirty when the night
nurae came down the wsrd 1iith her trolley of
bhot mugs of tea. Tt wes quit. a chenge to be
woken up with a cup of tea, after the usuel rou-
tine &t sea, when il only seems a moment Ago
that you came of the middie watch, and now
the bugles are sounding “Wakey, Wakey, Riae
and Shine."” Inetead ithere was thet [resh,
friendly buoysnt volce coming towarda you down
the long row of beds. Good morning, Johnson,
Goed morping, Causier, Good morning, Winn,
Good morning, Hanna, Good morning, Longstaff,

I diacovered later thet Longataf had the
D.CM gnd bar ribbons on his blue serge jumper
tucked awey in the locker besgide his bed.” But
all I knew that firat moring wae that he was
mad keen o be up and out of hospital and back
te hig ship, *“The Wrestler,” the best ship in the
world to him. He thought it was a frame-up
his being there at all. Sick! Never heard of
the word. . . .

Aa my aeighbour neitered away—until Sister
shut hlm up with one of her full calibre shoota
—1I found myself remembering the verse that in
great block letiers stands on the wall of the
drill shed that many of u3 koow well. Tou
may remember that it goes like this:—

When a ship that is Hred returneth with the
signs of the sea showing plain,

Men place her in dock for & meason and her
speed ahe reneweih again,

So shalt thou, lest perchance thou grew weary
in the uttermoat parts of the sea,

Pray for leave for the good of the Service, ss
much and as oft as may be,

But come back to i,

These of us who had the energy, like Long-
stafl, used to get up to wash. If you iked you
could have a bath, It was pretty marvellous
after montha at gea, sharlng a waah-house with
the rest of the mess deck, fightlng a atrategic
bettle for a basin, to have a real batbrogm for
five minutes all to onese)f, But there was one
fellow who would never be able to get up and
wesh, however long he stayed in Hut 10, because
he had rheumatic fever too badly, affecting his
back and legs. It wasn't Johnoy's first attack,
either, but somehow he had wangied hls way
back into eubmarines. They muet have told him
it would be oo go, bui I gaither he just wouldn’t
ligten. His favourite retort o everylhing was,
“You're telling Tony." He backchatied the
nursea all day long, but they toock it as part of
their job.

Johnny always had to go to sleep dtting up,
e, of course, he had some siufl to help him
along, and sometimea when hw woke, at first
he could not get thinga quite straight. He used
to think be was back In the “Twllaman,” where
ne end T had first made friends, two years before,
among the other Dead End Kids, aa they call
the stokers in subs, Then he'd remember that
no one would ever sgil In her again and you'd aee
g8 his face changed for an instant, that lock that
is there and gone and isn't to be described. *I1
bet, Johany, you'd Ilke to serve in a ship with

" a crowd like that again.” “You're telllng Tony

... what about a game of solo, auckers?™ And
that afternoon, thoae who were able would crowd
round Johony's bed and have a game, for the
love of the game and the cempanionship.

In the afternoon, too, the visiters would come,
tiptoelng down the ward, and settle themselves
round the bed lo which they had a proprietary
intereat, juet like a burnan screen. And those
of ue who had no visitors would turn our back
poiltely and pretend to be asleep, waking up, of
course, In time 1o share the “big eats™ which the
visitors teft behind.

{Continued on page 1)
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CADET NOTES

“VICTORY" DEPOT, NORTH SYDNEY
L. Wiiliams, Commanding Officer

Treining in all departments contlaues to give
satisfaction, Signal Officer Fields, 1n charge of
Wireless and Visua! Signal Claases, is doing a
particularly good job of work, the results of
which are most gratifying.

Paymaster Rand iz also commended for his
department's good work. There is always s
considerable amount of clerical work to be
done &t 8 depot numerlcally strong in Cadets,
and the manner in which records, etc., are han-
died and dealt with by Mr. Rand and hin ataff
in very creditable.

This company invites any aister unit to e
game of footbell, spd the O.C. would welcome
inguiries so that arrangements cap be made,

The Air Traioing Corps recently defeated s
football team from this unit.  Their team
ahowed excellent combination, ailled to phywical
fitness, and t(heir wic was weil merited.

PROMOTIONS.

Supervision Depariment. — Leading Writer
McStag to Petty Ofcer Writer; First Clasa Writ-
er Green to Leading Writer.

Records Department.Leadlng Writer Lyburn
to Petty Officer Writer; Second Class Writer Hill
to Firet Clase Writer; Ordinary Writer Wheeler
to Second Clazs Writer,

Requeats Department—Ieading Writer Land
to Petty Officer Writer; Second Clasa Writer
Lucock to First Clasg Writer; Ordinary Writer
Dear to Second Class Writer; Ordinary Writer
Ward to Second Class Writer.

Attendance Department.—Firat Clans Writer
Young tec Leading Writer; Second Cless Writer
Dizen to First Class Writer; Second Class
Writer Sparks to Firat Class Writer; Ordinary
Writer Shaw to Second Class Writer; Ordinary
Writer Wella to Second Clasa Writer,

Supply Rating Grifth to Leadicg Supply:
Ordinary Seaman Bourdett to Supply Rating;
Ordinary Seaman Pbeeney to Supply Rating:
Ordinary Seamac Wardlock to Supply Rating.

The 0.C, {(Mr. G. H. Smith), “Beatty™ Depot,
Woolloomooloa Bay, reports thai the Cadeta
show muck promise, being very keen on their
work.

[Continved on pege 12)

Their Hats
are different but
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»

{Continved from page 8}

At last I bad a visitor myself, though an un-
expetied one. 1 hardly recogmired the figure
Hmping dowm the torrider, in hoapital hiue, with
the wide bandage round his forehead, as a bay
from my meaa in the “Ganges,” whom T had lagt
geen in the drill-shed at Chatham, wildly exeited
because he had got the draft chit he wanted, a
destroyer. “Isn‘t it marvellous! I'm going to
the “Harvester," he said.

Now Jack Hempsell sat down beslde my hed
and told me the reat of the atory. It happensd
on his very frat trip intc the Atlantic. They
had been helping (o guard a convoy to Amoeries,
when they bad run Into a pack of U-boats. Hia
ship, in which he was & sprog, suceeeded in ram-
ming and deatroylng ome of the enemy, but In
doing 80 damaged her steering gear, so that she
had to drop out of the convoy, more or Leaa
belplesa. Everyone atayed at action stationa all
pight and waited.

"The next morning,” Jack eontinued, it must
huve been round about eleven o'clock, I came

{Continued on page 14}
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{Continued fram page 11}

The depot im receiving a coat of paint Inside
and out at the handa of the lads,

Promotions are an d an follow:—L/8,
Hobnen to P.O.;: AB. Clark o L/8.; AB. Fin-
ney to Boatswain; AB, Muaidment to Cook.

“Beatty'" personnel expects to pay ita mister
depots a vimit in the near future,

2nd Officer M. Cunningham is doing much good
work for this unit and is highly commended.

Mr. Barton, 0.C. the League's depot 'Ven-
detta,” at Manly, reports that the good work
of the past months is maintained.

The Cadets are eager to learn, take pride

In their unit and are ever ready to lend a willing
hand to any worthy cause outside their own par-
ticular sphere of activity,

WOOLWICH AND GLADESVYILLE
COMPANIES

A. R. Armairong, Commanding Officer

Excellent progress ia being made In sema-
phore signalling by the ratings who are attend-
ing the instruction classes each Friday afterncon
at the Women's Emergency Signaliing Corpa,
Clarence Street, Sydney., Some of the lads
are acquiring considerable speed in  sending
and recelving, together with a rhythmic arm
movement, which ia the hall-mark of the pro-
ficlent signaller. Instructor F. Ward reports
that the trainees will soon be ready to take the
expamination for appointment te the rating of
Signalman (V/3). Mr. Ward has {natalled an
oll stove and an urn, and cocon Is served out to
the cadetn at “stand easy” each Saturday. As
our electricity mupply has been restored to the
Depot, we are resuming our monthly “Recreation
Evenings' as from 3rd June, when we are going
i¢ entertain cur shipmatenm from the Gladesville
Depot. All hands are appreciative of the very
fine work which in belng #6 cheerfully performed
by Mr. Ward on their behalf.

Ex-Chief Officer R. Grant, now of the
RA.AF, and ex-Third Officer R. Holloway, were
recent welcome vialtors t6 the old Company,
Mr. Hollowny looks very trlm In hin Merchant
Service uniform, and he testifies to the valuable
grounding In seamanship that he recelved during
his membership of our organisation. Mr. Grant
made the point that N.L. Officers and ratings
were eagerly sought for by the RA AR,

A camp waa held at Gladesville depot during
the recent May schoo! vacation, and Chief Officer
P. Walters is to be congratulated on the eficient

manner in which he conducted it. As for the
cadets, they are asking for more. These camps
do more t¢ foster wplrit of eaprit-de-corps than
ls possible during the regular Saturday after-
noon parsdes. Proper hammocks and home-
mude lockers are graduslly making their ap-
pearance. Owing to limited accommodation at
the depot, Mr, and Mre, Forayth have kindly
made available for our permanent occupalion a
room contalning 8 gas stove and 8 water mup-
ply, which will serve ae a galley for future
camps, and an adjining room which will he used
a8 & Seamen's mess. The boys showed their
appreciation of the many kindnesees of these
fAne people by asking Mrs. Forsyth to accept &
small token from them at their parade on Sat-
urday, 27th May. All handa realise the im-
poasibility of adequately repaying Mr, Forsyth
and his good lady for the unstinled help that
they have given to the infant company since ita
inception; they have done more than their fair
share.

We are pleased to weicome our new Third
Officer, Mr. W. T, Olsen, who recently returned
from actlve service with the Army in New
Guinea. Mr. Olsen comes to ue with s warm
enthusiaam for his new work, and has already
earned the esieem of his fellow officers and the
reapect of the lower-deck retings, with whom he
enjoys a large measure of popularity, Now that
the shoriage of officers has been considerably
relieved, there seems to be no reason why our
Gladesville Company should not forgs ahead.
We are all very proud of the strict naval discip-
line which is  featurs of the training at Glades-
ville. The precise movemsants of the gangway
sentry would gladden the heart of any Service-
man!

Appointmentn:—The probationary appoint-
ment of Mr. P, Walters ag Chief Officer of Gladea-
ville Company la confirmed (21/4/44), Mr, Wm,
T. Olsen to be Third Officer on probation, Glades-
ville an from 16/5/44. AB. Robert Bickersiafl
to be Assistant Writer, Gladesville, 28/4/44.
Shipwright N, Wannell has, at his own request,
been permitted to rellnquish this rating and
revert to the rank of AB. O0.D. N, Myers to be
temporary Leading Shipwright pending his pass-
ing of the prescribed examination. (Gladesville.
2/5/44.)

Promotions and Awards:—0.D, H. Eatock,
having passed the examination set down, is ad-
vanced to A.B. aa from 20/5/44, and AR, E.
Davis Is awarded & Good Conduct Badge ae from
27/5/44 (both Woolwieh Company),
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({Continued from page 7)

teacher. She had designed  padded

fAtted with straps to hold her inp;lwe a::"ag
anvil which served ps ballast to hotd the barrel
upright,

She started a mile above the Falls, Reac
the beink, the barre] plunged 170 feet intohlt;xe
roaring foam and was not seen again until it
was bundreds of feet downstream. When it
Wwad caught, eager hands ripped off the cover.
.‘In.Tnylormamauofbmiae-. Bhe had
planned to exhibit herself and her barrel for
an sdmlssion fee, but she got litte out of It
and dled In a poorbouse,

Bobby Leach plunged over the Falls In &
ateel barre] in 1011 breaking his jaw and both
kneecape. After 23 weeks in a hoepital he
recovered—to lose his life in Australia when
he slipped on a banana peel.

George Stathakis, an eccentric who went over
the Falls in & wooden barrel, was Iruprisoned 15
bours before It could he captured, and was dead
when rescuers opened It, ’

The last person to plunge over the wate
Precipice and live was Jean Laussier, in 192?
He used a rubber ball 11 feet in diametsr with a
sieel framework to which he was bound rigldly
with & harnems. There was oxygen supply for
40 hours, Laussler, pulled put below the Falls
50 minutes afier the siart of his adventure
suffered only minor brulses, )

The saga of Nlagara's daredevils presamably

is complete, for to-day the law forh hare-
bradned stunts. Y 198 such

Distinguished among the Word's

Finest Hotels

CARRIERS
CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY .
Phone: BaS| | FRASER HOUSE
Street ::
. Bridge Sydaey .

YORK & KERR PTY. LTD.




THE NAVT LEAGUE JOURNAL

Jeme, 1944

{Continued from page 1]

down into the mess. I was desd beat. So waa
everycne, I had five minutes to get a cup of
char, 1 remember putting my bead down on
the mess table and then suddenly there was an
gwiul explosion and the shlp atarted to heel
A torpedo bhad got us. Somehow I got on to
the deck. They were trying to launch a whaler,
but s they were just about to lower it over the
gide something roade me hold back. I shall
pever know why. Some instinct of preservation,
I suppose. 1 declded to jump tor it and try and
climb on to a Carley float. 1 was Jucky, very
Jucky. Two minutes later, after T was in the
water, ancther torpedo kit the sbip, juat where
they were launching the whaler.”

1 sald nothing. But now [ know that there i
nothing to say. After a pause Jack went on
speaking agaln, almost az though he were talk-
ing to himeelf, working soraething out in his
malod, as you do in hospital. This is what he
sald, “1 am going off soon on sick leave, 1 am
golng home. Angd then T aball go back to ses
aguia, At Amt, when 1 waa brought in here I
said to myself that T never wanted to see & ship
or even look at the Zea again. I zuppose I'd

bad epough, But I den't feel like that any more. -

I feel I owe it to my matea to go back.”

After he had gone I suddeniy realized why 1
hadn’t recognized hlm st frat, coming towards
me. It wean't simply the bandages round his
besd; it wan that his eyes were 2o longer the
eyad of the boy I had known at the "Gaoges."
And sa I lay \here, thinking about the change
in his eyea the fellow lo the bed nexi to me
sald softly: “It's nice seelng an old shipmate,
't 11"

In & way John Cauafer and I were old ship-
mates, too, for we soon dlscovered. stuck there
side by side, that we had once been in the same
sohvoy to Ruasis, that had had more than its
fatr ghare of attacks, he in in a destroyer—ine

"__myself In an anti-aireraft ship—s0

we had that to yarn about, except that I soon
too, that all John wanted to do waa

to He there quite stlll and get his strength back.

Hver now 1 can atill see John's hands holding
utothclhuhﬂght.whhthecudom blue

markings on his koucklea standing cut so viv-
idly, tke legacy of a lifetime from the coalminea
in whick he had spent all bis daya underground
{n the uneasy peace between the last war and
this. Back in the Service again at forty, John
had speat the last four years ou one gringing
convoy after another. The Atlaptic, Russin, the
Med., and then back to the Atlantic again.
When the doctors came to make their survey,
one of the specialists said: "I eee from your
case-card that they wanted to keep you in hos-
pital on the other side” . ... thers was & pause,
the ward was very guiet . . . "but you waated to
get home; was that it?" “Yes, gir,” said Jobn
simply. Home to Hut No. 10.

After breakfaat each morning the nursea
pushed two trolleys down the centre of the
ward; one contained nothing but bottles, the
other was filled with a different kind of medi-
cine. Vases of Sowers. Sometimes when pres-
ents from outside were low, there would juat
be ferns from the hospital rockery. But they
were living and green, and pretty wonderful to
eyea accustomed only to the unchaaging, mond-
tonous grey of oorthern waters. One morn-
ing Jobn called out to & passing nuree. It
was the only time I heard him ralse bis volee or
ask for anything all the weeks we were together,
“Hi, Ginger, could we have the Bowers our end
of the ward to-day? It makes me feel better
just to ook a¢ ‘em.” “¥eg—If you stop calling
me Gioger.”

So he lay there and gazed his fill, while George
and I had a hit of a friendly argument acroas the
ward George was a Royal Marine whe used
to play football for Bradford City. He had
come off the "Tuatricus”; he wore a gunner's
badge on the sieeve of his tunie, and he waa ne
end of a decent chap. All the same he told ua that
at sea there was obe job be alwaya wangled his
way out of every tme, That was golng down
on bis hands and ¥nees to serub the decks. He
dldo't mind peiishlng, he didn't mind mopping
up, be didn't malad aoything 50 long as he didn't
go right down on his hands and knees. Te
him that was women's work.

Well, we bad all done it at sea. It waa part
of the routing llke chipping ice off the decks,
or pollshing the atanchions, and It seemed to
me lylng there in bed, and having a rest from
it all, that when you have heen down oh your
hands and ¥mees in ome of the Services it cer-
tainly maakes You sppreciate much more what

dume, 194d

THE MAYY LAASWE JOWRNAL

Pege 18

ia done for you in hospital, or, for that matter,
what's done for you at home. And though i;
was my own first time in hoapital it didn't take
me long to reslise that there isn't pay calling
in the world that werks harder than the nurasing
profession, or for that matter with greater re-
sults—even George would agree with me there.

Anyway Hanna did. Haspa had the bed on
the other gide of me, and it didn't take me long
te dlscover ﬁe;:her that he came from Skye, be-
cause spmetimes In the soft, changing light
;he duak.d just hefore the night mfrisgenlfne ::E
er rounds, we used 19 get him to sing t
“The Road to the Isles.” Once upon a ﬁmz ;2
had been 8 deerstalker, and he would tell us
how you must giweys Lim at the deer's throat.
That ia whal he had always taught his pupils,
and in peace-time he'd had some very famous
ones. But Henna's real hero was the eaptain
of the destroyer “Obedient.”

TEe ”Obe.dient." you'll remember, was with
the “Onstow” when Captain Sherbrooke won the

V.C. for the way in which he beat off the
attacka of the German c¢ruisers, and thus saved
ancther British convoy on ita way te Russia.
A_nd Hanpa never tired of deseribing to us how
kis owm captain on the bridge, as calmly aa
thougk he were counting aheep, counted ones,
two, three, four, Bve, six, before be changed
course, dodging between the enemy's palvoes.
There wasn't & man on board who woulda't have
licked his boots, Hanne said, "for the way he
handled our ship that night .. .. "

And now it is night sgain in Hut No, 10
Hanna's last night before he goea to have &
u?edica\ board at anciber hoepltal. If they
give me my ticket (he confided 1a me) I shall try
snd enlist again with the Lovat Scouts. A
deerstplker turned human »ialker, bul then
Hanna hed twe brothers in the Cameron High-
lauders—once. Aad 1 had s sudden pleture in
my mind agsin of that panel on the wall of the
drill sbed at Chatbam, with its last line in capi-
tals—GO BACK TO IT. Somehow . ...
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