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FROM THE PRESIDENT

ne does nat like 16 be repetitious, but sometimes it 1s
Onn-('n-ssary. The current state of the Royal Australian Navy

remains a matier of concern. This concern anses from the
relative decline on the sirength of the RAN in relation 1o other
navies in the Indian and Pacific Oceans.

Over the last 10 10 15 years mest navies in East, South East and
South Asia have undergone massive expansion. A number of
countries in (he region have been increasing their maritime power
as their economies have grown.

The RAN s almost alone in having reduced 1n numbers.
Notwithstanding a building programme over the last several years.
which has included frigates, submarines and minchuniers, the Royal
Australian Navy now has just 11 major surface combatants.

These 11 surface combatants include the guided missile
destroyers  Perth, Hobart and Brisbane. They are still the most
powerful units 1in the fleet, but they are some 30 years old. No
replacements have heen ordered.

The 11 also includes HMAS Anzac, the first of the Anzac class
fngates. All agree that this class are splendid, well buill ships. But
they are, or will be, lacking in both defensive and offensive power.
Much of their planned armament has not been fitted. No helicopters
have yet been ordered for these ships.

In due tourse the RAN will no doubt increase 1o 14 major
surface combatants. Atier the destroyers go there will be six FFGs
and eight Anzacs. But without further armament and helicopters it
will be haid 10 desc ribe the Anzacs as major surface combatants.

The need for the upgrade 1o the Anzacs seems almost self
evident, but will there be the funding? In a previous Viewpoint
I congratulated the government on keeping 106 its election promise 10

maintain Defence expenditure at $10 hillion. Bun it was also noted
that this represented just 1.9% of Gross Domestic Product, the
lowest percentage since before the Second World War. | have been
told that as a percentage of Federal Gavernment outlays it is actually
at its lowest since 1935-36.

1f in future budgets the Government holds 10 its $10 billion figure
then, even adjusted for inflation, the percentage of Grass Domestic
Product applied 10 Defence will sink below 1.9%. | suppose there is
no magic in any particular percentage. But there must be a basic
minimum, the insurance premium, that a nation is prepared 1o
«pend on its security.

1t ought 10 be remembered that it 1s not just Navy that has
legitimate spending requirements. For example, the Air Force has
recently announced the purchase of new trainers. It is still seeking
aithorne early warning aircrafl. New or additional transports have
been mentioned

Army 1oo has a shopping list. And there is the ongaing
expenditure on Defence infrastructure, in particular as the forces
move north and west.

The desire of the Gavernment 1o deal with the budget deticit is
acknowledged. It would be unrealistic not 10 recognise the many
other demands on the public purse. No doubt the Defence Minister
had 10 work hard 10 keep the funds he had been promised. But
there is a real need 10 mainfain a steady level of expenditure in
Defence. A Deferce budget set at 2% of Gross Domestic Product
could achieve worthwhile results.

1t must be doubted if a Defence budget at present al 1.9% of
Gross Domestic Product, but seemingly «et 1o sink lower, will be
enough 1o meet Australia’s needs. R -
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FROM OUR READERS

Dear Sir.

In the Ocdiober-December 1996 1ssue ot The Navy, you
published g photo of the launch of MWL 256 with (he remark.
but where' For readers” information, this vessel was built at the
NSW State Dockyard, Newcastle as hull No 31, The vessed was
launched on 10 May 1946 and was the last of 1our sister ships
built 1or the RAN. A nith vessel was 1o be built as hull No 34 but
construction was «ancelled

While no ships have been built on this site since 1983, the
building shp used 1s sull in existenc e, although it is conuderably
overgrown. The background scene of the photo leatures cargo
sheds along Lee Whart, most of these sheds have recently been
demolished, presumably 1n the name of pragress or
dexelopment
Yours sincerely,

Raobert Young
Floraville 2280

Dear Sir.

| recenved Vol 58, No 4 The Navy in the mail 1oday, and
have noted that in the next edivon there will be a detarled
histonical description of the early Australian colomial gunboats ot
the last 191h cenury

You may be interested 10 know that the two breach-loading,
wight inch Asmstrong guns trom Gayundah and Paluma, one
trom each ship. are at the Queensland Mantiime Museum, South
Brishane
Very best wishes
Alan Rvman
Wavell Heights 4012

Dear Sur

I reter 10 the enquiry trom D Ley of Polls Point in the
Ocdlober-December issue of the magazine, regarding the
photagraphs on page 2.

The photo of the crew of TELEMACHUS would have Leen
1aken at the wharf at HMAS PENGUIN where the boal was
based during her 1ime with the RAN. The terrain in the
background is Dobroyd Point. | veniure 10 say that the picre
would have been taken immediately afler Divisions, as
submariners of that period did not usually look so immaculate
the boat was 1n Ausiralia from/during the early fifties

| consider that the nuddle photo is of BARCOO when she
was 10 the survey role. The superstruciure tallies with other
photos of the period which shows an accommodation ladder
sowed against the screen adjacent 1o where « is shown in the
phatograph With her awnings rigged, it would be safe 1o say
that she was in trapical waters at the ime  The lack of tlimber
sheathing on the upper deck rules WARREGO out. The jacket
worn by the sailor on the upper plaform of the ladder appears
10 be ‘non service’, but the old surveyors did not 1ake life all that
seriously in dress matters. tLook at the other bloke!)

The bollom pholo was taken ai the State Doc kyard, Newdast
on the 111h of March 1946 when MWL 256 was launched.

Lirust that this info will be of assistance
Vince Fazio
Petersham 2049

Dear Sur

While | realise that Naval ratings were drafied onbhoard
{EPARIT and BOONAROO 1a replace the union-banned civilian
deck and engine-room crews, | have always heen under the
impression that Merchant Navy deck and engineer officers had
remained with the ships throughout the Vielnam hostilities.

I should be interested 10 know if this were, indeed, the case?
Thanking you.
Yours sincerely
Herb Bolles
hurrajong Heights 2758

ARCADIA-CHEM pry LTD

(Incorporated in Victoria)
(Aqua-Chem Division)
Suppliers of Distillation Plants to Department of Navy

39 Malcolm Road, Mordialloe, Vie 3195

Telephone: (03) 9580 1655
Fax: (03) 9580 8337
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Aystralian
Colonial Gunboats

colony of Vidona in Austrahia decided

10 invesl in new gunboats and torpedo
boats for its navy, a deusion that was the
catalysi for the creation of naval forces in
other calonies. The vessels were 1o be of
unusual design, and unlike contemporary
Royal Naval vessels. The nature of the
decision-making process and the way
that it affecied the type of warships
bought is considered here.

Even though the Royal Navy based a
squadron in Ausiralia, it comprised only
a handful ot sloops and corveltes, and
Victoria had ils own navy. Designed
spedifically for the defence of Melbourne
and Pon Phillip Bay, it was a small and
largely part-time force. lis principal ship,
the monitor Cerberus, was supported by
a group of old vessels, the razee frigale
Nelson, the sloop Victoria and the
gunboat Pharos. Caplain Thomas
Mandeville, a haif-pay Royal Navy
ofticer, had been in charge since 1877.
from Oclober that vear he had been
advocating the purchase of a minelaying
steamer and a Thoraycroft torpedo boat.
A minelayer was buill locally, but the
torpedo boat, although provisionally
ordered a1 a cost of £2,750 late in 1878,
was cancelled by the Colonial Office,
apparently on the impression that the
Viclonan Navy lacked the sophistication
for such a vessel, a charge which
Mandeville angrily refuted.

Then in 1880 he was lold by the
government 10 prepare for a budgel cut of
35 per ceni. Apant from Iwo 1orpedo
boals in Sydney the Viclorian Navy was
the only local force afloat in the colonies.

In their deliberations on defence, the
Australian politicians had the benefit of
an expert plan Major General Sir
William Jervois and Lieutenant Colonel
Peter Scralchley of the Royal Engineers
had arrived in AMelbourne in june 1877 1o
lay down a scheme for the principal
Australian colonies. Jervois was a
considerable authority in the area, and
the opporlunily was taken 10 use his
talents when he 100k the position of
Governor of South Australia. The plan,
which became the basis for most
wubsequent development, was predicated
on Royal Naval contral of the oceans. but
foresaw the need for coastal fortifications
and local naval defences at the principal
ports. [t included a small ironclad
for both New South Wales and South
Australia at a cost of £150.000 each.

I n 1882 the government of the British

By Colin Jones

I“

Queensland gunboat GAYUNDAH on slip al Elswick September 1884.
Phot

The plan, brought down finally on
29 November 1879, was widely known
before this, bul nol seriously acled upon
uniil the visit of a Russian squadron 1o
several of the southern capitals in the
summer of 1881-82. The corvelle Afrika,
and the sloops Plastun and Westnik were
the start of a permanent Russian naval
squadron in the Pacific. Based ai
Nagasaki, their presence was visible
proof of the abilily of the probable
enemy. for Vicloria, Jervois had
advocated the replacement of the Nelson
and the Victoria by a ‘Swifi Gun-Vessel’,'
and some by this lime musl have
regrelted that nothing had been done.

There was also in the background a
general realisation thal the Volunieer
system of defence was nol necessarily
adequate in modern limes.

An intercolonial conference had been
held a1 Sydney in lanuary 1881, and
defence had been on the agenda. There
were differing opinions on whether or not
the colonies should pay a subsidy 10
sirengthen the Royal Navy squadron on
the Siation, though all agreed that
sirenglthening was needed, particularly
the additional of an armoured flagship.
QOnly South Ausiralia supporied the
subsidy idea, and the Secretary of Siate
for 1the Colonies was moved subsequently
10 deplore the majority decision. South

o - Northumberland County Councl

Auslralia opinion soon swung away from
subsidy, on the basis that the Admiralty
would be mosi unlikely 10 release a
vessel jusi for ils own local defence, and
mighl 1ake il away very easily.

There was also in the Colonies the
feeling thal paying a subsidy lowards
British armed forces could lead, for
inslance. 1o defacto Ausiralian suppon for
an irrelevanl war againsl nalives
somewhere in Africa.

During the first half of 1881 New
South Wales held a major inquiry into its
defences. Commodore [ohn Wilson,
commanding the Ausltralian Siation of the
Royal Navy, stated thal he considered it
would in faci be useful for proper
warships 10 be retained by all colonies
for the defence of their pons, along with
mercantile auxiliaries for ‘defence of
irade and exposed lowns on the sea
coasl’. He was againsit ironclads, on the
basis that the only enemy likely 10 steam
10 distant Australia 1o threalen the
colonies would be a light cruiser, and ‘It
is necessary 1o use a Nasmyth’s hammer
1o break a walnut’.© Gunboats, he
thought, would be appropriate, and he
suggesled Staunch class, rather than the
‘Alpha-Beta’ type built for China, on the
grounds of their smaller cost, and he
recommended their consiruclion in
England rather than in Australia, because
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of both quality and price * Fhe gunbnat
built according to the Rendel system.
waould have one to 18 10n 10 inch gun
and a speed of 8 knots, and 1n addition,
merchant ships should he selected for
arming with four or six 64 pdrs,
depending on the size of the ship. along
with a 7 inch chase gun. There should
alsa be ‘well-designed 1orpedo boats of
great speed’. fitted “for the Whitehead o
possible’

Wilson was adamant that the key
olficers of all colomal ships should be
Royal Navy personnel. He was also
hoping for the creation of a nucleus of
trained men locally who could he called
upon by the regular navy in time of war

The Admuralty, looking a1 a not
dissimilar strategic background tor the
development of the
Royal Navy n this
case. was sup-
portive. Colonel
Scratchley pave
evidence to the
New South Wales
inquiry that, while
he agreed with the
purchase of two
gunboats 10 support
the forts, they
‘could not be relied
upon for ser-
vice outside Port
lackson’,* and for
this reason, fervois
had also been
against them. On
the other hand,
there was the possi-
bility of ‘a power-
ful steamer’ being
used to carry small
torpedo boats, thus
extending the reach
of the defence
forces against an
enemy on blockade
offshare. Scratchley
spoke 1n his role as
Commissioner of Defences for the
colonies. New South Wales, meanwhile,
was in the process of acquiring the
corvelte Wolverene from the Royal Navy
as a gift The Premier, Henry Parkes, had
first raised the matter of obtaining the
ship on 22 July 1881, and she had
formally passed 10 New South Wales
a1 the end of her commission, on
16 January 1882. Her role was 10 be
analogous to that of the Nelson in
Victoria

Commodore Wilson was quite
damning about his former flagship
She was, he said, fit anly to be a depot
ship for mining equipment, and for
torpedo boats, of which New Sauth
Wales at the time had two. She was
‘uttetly useless for defence purposes, and
if she went home she would have been
broken up, so that she has been given to

The Navy, anuary-March 9 7
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the Government of New South Wales 10
setve as a stareship merely’. In this
connedtion, New South Wales about this
fime bought a small minelaying steamer,
though the Waolverene was maintained
as a drill ship for the Naval Brigade
South Australian policians, considering
the need for a cruiser, were wary ot being
left wilh “an ald tube should they ask for
the supply of a vessel by the Royal Navy.

The Cerberus had been modernised in
1879 with a military mast, Nordenfel
guns, searchlights and steam steening
gear. In 1881, the prospect of her being
lard up for a considerable time tor boiler
replacement and other work at very preat
cost caused a request 10 be sent to the
Vidtonan Agent General in London 1o
contact Sir W.(; Armstrong & Co. lor

CAYUNDAH { left) and PALUMA on the building slipway.
Photo - Northumbetland County Counc il

the immediate supply ol gunboats.
Armstrongs indicated that they had none
on hand in view of the demand from
other countnes, and new vessels waould
1ake eight to ten months to build. They
forwarded a catalogue of the types
available. The catalogue contained a
selection of gunboats and cruisers (see
Appendix). The cheapest option was the
‘alpha’ design, a 9 knot boat carrying a
10 inch gun, priced at £25.270. Vessels
of this 1type had been built for China in
1876. Another option was the ‘lota’, built
for China hetween 1879 and 1880.
This was a 10 knot boat carrying an 11
inch pun, for £37,140. If you continued
through ta the most expensive options,
you came to the design of the Chinese
cruiser Chao Yung at £119,700, and
the soon-to-be famous Esmeralda
at £173.000.° The catalogue was

accompamied by coloured drawings, and
photographs

Armstrongs felt that little needed 10 be
said about the Rendel gunboals, as the
type was well known, but the other types
warranled more explanation. They were.
in fact, a development aimed a1 lhe
Australian requirements, that produced a
much more versatile crait.

Where it is not probable that the boats
would be calted upon 10 contend agamst
heavily atmoured ships, the boats of class
I will be found extremely useful. Their
8-inch and 6-inch guns have great range
andd power.

I was noted that having one big gun
forward and another aft would aid a
vessel designed to operate ‘amongst
island harbours and creeks’ 10 ‘keep up
an effective fire
either when chasing
or retreating.” They
had a handy size,
a fair  speed,
and made a small
target, their guns
were protecied
from rifle fire by
steel shields, and
the guns were light
enough to be
landed in time of
peace, when the
vessel might be
used for police or
revenue services.

Gunboats had
been well dis-
cussed in Victoria
by this time, and
there were those
who, seeing the
Cerberus as vinu-
ally useless, advo-
cated light draught,
high speed gun-
boats in her place.
Captain Mandewville
reported on the
options on 3 March
1882, and Colonel Scratchley supported
his recommendations

Scratchley observed that work had not
commenced on the vital for in the South
Channel, covering the main shipping
channel inside Port Phillip Heads, and a
large loan would probably have to be
raised for its construction. In the
circumstances, he considered it unwise
that the Cerberus be left on her own, and
recommended on 20 March 1882 that
she be supported by gunboats and
torpedo boats. He alsa stated that Wilson
was oul of date on his information, and
that modern designs were far to be
preferred 10 1the obsolete Staunch

Provided these gun-boats and tarpedo
boats are of the latest designs, of patterns
that have been proved to be successful,
and the gun-boats are armed with the
most recent type of breech-loading guns,

the proposal should certainly be
adopted.”

It was noted 1hat the cheapest gunboat
(Alpha) had a very low speed, and as n
was the intention to have a vessel thai
could keep the sea sufficiently to protect
the ports of the Viciorian Western
District, a larger vessel (Epsilon) was
specified. Il was hoped that the twe
could arrive by July 1883

In the event, the South Channel Fort
proceeded, on a reduced plan that would
not require a loan, in the knowledge that
the gunboats would be able to act in
support.

There intervened the scare story

broken by the Melbourne Age on
23 March 1882 about the intenmions of
the Russian visitors in blockading Bass
Strait. True or not, it chimed in with some
people’s ex-pectations. They believed
that during the
war scare of 1878
the Russians had
purchased vessels
abroad specifically
to operate in
Australian waters.
Indeed, the Afrika
was one of these
very vessels. Lightly
built, she had three
6 in guns and a
speed of 13 knots.

Considering the
conditions under
which they were
expected 10 oper-
ate, the Victorian
choice {rom the
Armstrong < atlogue
went 10 a £39,520
model, capable
of 12 knots to
give her adequate
seakeeping quali-
ties, and a smaller
ship at £25,270
capable of knots. Bath would carry a 10
inch gun.

The voting of the budget 10 include
the purchase of these vessels took place
on 30 May 1882. This was the critical
phase, as whatever expert opinion might
propose, the peoole’s representatives
could, in detail, dispose. There were
some who were extremely critical of the
various faults of the Cerberus and who
suggested 1hat naval officers’ opinions
were not worth having.

What could be expected when control
was placed in the hands of useless tools -
of some Tom Noddy whose only
recommendation was that he wore the
Imperial uniform."

Some of the politicians worried about
the low speed of the smaller gunboat
Experience of the crack intercolonial
steames Rotomahana indicated that at 15

AUSTRALIAN GUNBOATS

1/2 knots, an auxiliary cruiser would be
able 10 run the gunboats down,
especially with the full 1idal flood at The
Rip running at B knots. In response, it
was pointed out that the shallow draft of
the gunboals would assist them in luring
an enemy ship among shoals and
shallows that might prove fatal.

50 the budget was voled, with the ship
purchases intact.

Meanwhile, Colonel Scratchley
submitied a memorandum at the request
of the Queensland government on
24 April 1882, with detailed recom-
mendations based on the Jervors plan of
1878, and with the further recom-
mendation of Commodore Wilson, who
had departed from the Siation in January
1882, that all of the colonies act in
concert.

HMCS Protector, june 1884.
Photo - Northumbetland County Council

The original idea was that Queensland
would buy a swift steamer for use on the
coast. It would mount two 64 pdr guns
training to fire from four gunports under a
deck, and cost £25,000. For the defence
of the Brisbane River and Moreton Bay
there would be a light draught gunboat
with one B0 pdr, a1 a cost of £10,000,
and a £3,000 torpedo boat.

In the light of the options on the
Armstrong catalogue, changes were
made, and by April 1882 the exact
speciflication and cost of the two
Queensland gunboats was given,
Although slow, they were much larger
than the vessels skeiched in Jervois’ plan.
Scratchley siated:

As to the armament, the Queensland
Government will be well satisfied. in the
8-inch and 6-inch guns you have two
very powerful guns, and the advantage
that you can fight one or the other at a

time. They were able to cope with any
armour you are likely to have to
encounter, for some time to come, in the
Southern seas."

The Victorian government telegraphed
the Agent General on 28 June 1882 to
order two gunboats and three 1orpedo
boats Perhaps in light of the discussions
with Queensland, the smaller gunboat
had by now been changed to a much
more satisfactory model, the type
recommended for the northern colony,
mounting one 8 inch and one 6 inch gun,
and costing £27,500. The 8 inch gun was
sighted to a range of 7,800 yds, and had
a penetration of 12 inch of armour plate
at 1,000 yds.

The South Australian order came after
firm recommendations from Jervois
himself, as Colonial Governor, and a vote
in the Parliament on 13 July 1882,
The government
had stated its
intention to place
an order, with
House approval,
on 5 July 1882,
There was no real
opposition.

The situation
was well arti-
culated by Jervaois,
who stated in
his speech at
the opening of
Parliament | June
1882 that ‘In ac-
cordance with a
wish expressed by
my Ministers | have
prepared a mem-
orandum on the
subject, referring
mare especially
to the desirability
of procuring an
armed vessel for
the defence of the
coasl.” His argument had been presented
to the government on 14 April 1882,
He pointed out that he thought an
ironclad was the best option, and noted
the collapse of negotiations 10 buy one
from Argentina in 1878." Observing that
the options were constrained by the cost
and the necessity lo have a vessel that
could be used for general government
service, he stated that his second
preference went to a pair of fast
unarmoured vessels.

1 am inft d that the Go of
Victoria has ordered two gunboats to aid
in the defence of Port Phillip, of a class
advocated and constructed by Sir
Wiltiam Armstrong for the Chinese; but
the conditions under which those vessels
would be required to act are very
different from those under which vessels
of war in the service of South Australia
would be employed. At Port Phillip the
gunboats would acl in sheltered and

The Navy, anuary-March 1997 §



shallow water, whereas here vessels
employed in the detence of the colony
must be capable of action in the
comparatively rough waters near the
entrance to the Gulfs, where gunboats
would not be sufficiently steady for
efficient service. It should, however, be
observex! that the Government ot Victonia
dready possesses naval defences (the
Cerberus, 4 two-turreted ironclad, and
the Nelson, frigate) to which the
gunboats recently ordered are only
aCCessory.

1 consider that a larger class of vessel
than 1s imphed by the term ‘gunboat’ s
required for the service of South
Australia  After due consideration of
proposals which were submitted 10 me
about four vears ago by some of the best
ship-budding firms 1n England, the type
of vessel which | would recommend s
one of hght draught, capable of steaming
from fourteen 1o fifteen knots pet hour,
and carrying amidships one Ereech-
loading 7-1on gun. She shauld akso carry
four breexhloading 40 pounders, and two
‘machine’ guns, either of the Nordenfelt
pattern, or such other pattern as is now
adopted by the Admiralty. Such a vessel
would be admirably adapted for defence
agamnst hostile cruisers, at the «am. ime
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GAYUNDAH, August 1883, Her sistership is behind.

that she would be exceedingly well-
suited for local Government purposes in
peace time "

Jervois considered that for torpedo
wark, a steam launch could be carried
aboard the new ship. He had suggested
that the Agent General should contact
Armstrongs directly to obtain drawings
and ascertain prices. The Agem General
was quoted £64,150 for a ship delivered
a1 the Tyne, or £72,150 delivered a1 Pon
Adelaide. Torpeda equipment would be
in addition, at a figure of £1,935."
Ammunition to be supplied was 110
rounds per gun.

The de<ign lervors had in mind was a
faster version of contemporary rigged
gunvessels. One such, named Chao Wa,
had been built in China to Western plans
a1 the time of his original inquiries
In fac1, the ship as ordered from the
Armstrong ¢ atalogue was a special ype.

At the Armstrang yard a1l Low Walker
an the Tyne, several ships were laid
down towards the end of 1882:
lobno. Name  Type Navy
454 Alben  Gunboa Vicioria
455 Victoria Gunboat Vicioria
457 ProtectorCruiser  South Australia’

Any question that the new Victarian
vessels were not good value was scorned

Phota - Northumberland County Council

by Major Frederick Sargood, whao stated
on 28 May 1883 that the Nelson ‘would
have but a poor chance against either of
the new gunboats’.™
As tor torpedo boats, the Thornycroft
company of Chiswick on the Thames was
in a similar position in this areq, as was
Armstrong with gunboats Although a
boat from the rival firm Yarrow currently
had the world speed record of 22.16
knots, and 11 had submitted designs and
quotes, it was Thornyuroft which was
successful. Thus the orders went in this
way:
Job No. Name Type Navy
168 Defender  2nd class N7
169 Tmaroa  2nd class  NZ
170 Wanemata 2nd class  NZ
171 Pooeke  Indcdlass  NZ
172 Childers 15t class Victoria
A slightly later order provided the
other boats:

189 Nepean  2nd class  Vidoria
190 tondsate  Indclass  Victona
191 2nd class  Tasmania

193 Maosquito Ind class  QId™
The Childers was a sister of the
Russian Sookhoum built by Thornycroft
as lob No. 167. 11 was commonplace for
warship builders 10 use the vessels buili
for ather countries as examples of their

skil The New Zealand and Tasmanian
hoats were 10 be operated by the milnary,
in the absence of a naval lorce

Sir Heénry Parkes sailed 1or a holiday
voyage in December 1881, arriving in
Europe in March 1882. He visited the
Armstrong works in mid july 1882 in
connection with the possible purchase ot
gunboats for New South Wales. Colone|
Scraichiev, on the basis of what the other
colonies were doing, followed up on
18 September 1882 10 the effect that
New South Wales should buy a gunboat
of the "Alpha’ design.

All Naval Officers have strongly
advocated the purchase of gunboats, in
order to fusther increase the detensive
power of the port and secure the inner
tine of defence. in case the enemy’s ships
should succeed in passing the batteries
and submarine mines.™

He also firmly recommended a cruiser
of the 1ype selected by South Australia

The decision on the purchase was
interrupted by the full of the Parkes
government on 4 January 1883, and the
disinclination of the subsequent
adminisiration 10 have anything 10 do
with local naval defence, including the
Waolverene. By the time Parkes regained
power the situation was different.

AUSTRALIAN GUNBOATS

In Queensland, where the vessels
were 10 be bougltl from excess revenue,
the debate an Supply concluded on
| November 1882, with a motion 10
delete the gunboats, defeated 27 to 10."
There had heen some doubt expressed
about the adequacy ol the designs, in
particular the low speed and their
generally small wze, not 10 mention the
£10,000 just voted to replace the
government steamer Kate'' Some
members of Parliament were sceptical of
the use of ‘cockleshells’ an a coast
of 1,500 miles, though in this context 1t
was pointed out that they could be used
10 escort convoys. In the course of the
debate, the virtues of gunboats were
illustrated by the experiecnce of the
Condor a1 Alexandria three months
previously, and the exploits of the
Chilean auxiliary cruiser Angamos in
bombarding the Peruvian port of Arica
for six days with a single heavy
Armstrong gun.

Some members worried where the
expenditure would stop, and 1alked of the
aliernative in the Australian Squadron
acquiring fast cruisers [t was noted,
however, how rarely Queensland saw
ships of the existing Squadron. Alben
Noston, the membes for Port Curtis,

prased the gunboats as being far better
than forts, and unsed ly advoc ated the
establishment ot the colonal naval
station in his own elesctorate

The gunboats were laid down in 1883
as Armstrong’s lob Nos 469 and 470 and
named Paluma and Gayundah. They
were marginally more sophisticated than
their sister, Albert, as they had a proper
upper deck and a bullet-proof steerning
position.

In money terms, it was the biggest
single programme of defence hardware
acquisition ever undertaken by the
colonies. Hese is the bottom line, in-
cluding vessels, guns, ammunitian, small
arms, spares and stores:

Vicioria
Victoria  £40,093 155
Albert £27,731 15s
Childers  £11,156 125 9d
Nepean & Lonsdale £7.500
Total £86,482 2s4d *
Queensland
Gayundah £30,904 3s 4d

Paluma £30.850 3s |1d
Mosquito  £3,300
Total £65.054 7x 3d™

South Australia
Protector  £67.,000°

HMVS VICTORIA, March 1884.
Photo - Northumberjand County Council
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There were also the New Zealand and
Tasmanian torpedo boais

The Victornia, the only true Rendel-
type gunboal of the group. proved to be a
disappoiniment. As early as April 1884,
while she was slill on her delivery
voyage, Admiral Tryon confirmed the
tleeling among Victorian politicians that it
would he better for her 10 have two
smaller guns that could be trained, rather
than one large gun that could not,
espeially as she would be expecied 10
manoeuvie among shoals in a ndeway.
The replacement ot her guns was in
senous consideration hy April 1885, and
her 10 inch gun was removed 10 one of
the forts 1n 1887. She was then given the
more halanced weapons ti ot the smaller
gunboats The Protec tor, however, was an
outstanding success, and carnied her
guns for possible action 1n China in
1900. She and the Gayundah remained
in naval service until after the cnd of the
Greal War.

There were 1o be other purchases of
torpedo craft, but one of the main
reasons that the colonial navies were not
10 be iurther expanded bv larger vessels
was hecause of the move, which went
hand in hand with efforts towards
colonial federation, to create an
Australian naval squadron. The matter
was under discussion from 1885, and
resulted in an agreement of 188/, lo
provide five cruisers and two torpedo
gunbaats, jointly funded along with two
strategic foriresses. It pointed the way 10
the future

AUSTRALIAN GUNBOATS
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Types C. E, G. H & | have hvdraulic waorking of guns

A, B, C D, EF&FI, deduct £770 f not to have 172" steel shield at how
G if not for torpedo service - £65,300

H @ 230" and lor lorpedo service - £121,700

1@ 280" and for 10rpedo service - £173.000

B1 with extra decking & accommaodation before bridge, £27,750

F1 with extra decking & accommadation hefore bridge, £64,150

Guns are  11° 35ton ML
10° 2510n BL
8- 11.510n BL
6" dion BL

Appendix
Armstrong Calalogue
A 9k 186" x 27 x 767 180ihp 1-107.2-13pd., 2 Gat £25.270
8 10kts 125 % 29" x 10737 450 1thp 1107, 2-13pUr. 2 Gat £33152
-] YOkts 115'%x25'x9'6" 4001hp 187, 1-6°.2-9pUr, |Gat £27.150
C Okts 125 x29'x 103" 450ihp 1.11°, 2-13pdr,2 Gat £37.140
D 12kt 146" x 27" % 11° 800ihp 1-107, 2-13pdr, 2 Gat £39.512
E i2kts 140' x 27 x 11° 800hp 1-117, 2-13pdr. 2 Gat £43,500
F T4kt 180" x 30"« 12 1.500ihp 1-107, 4 13pdr, 4 Gat 61 80
Fi 14kts 180'x 30" x 12° 1,5001hp 1-87, 5-67, 5 MG £63,400
G 14k 180° x 30" x 12 1.300ihp 1-11 %, 4 13pdr 4 Gat £65.800
H l6kts 220x35 x15° 3.200thp 2 107,4-40pdr.2-9pdr, 4 MG £119,700
t 17kts 270" x 42" x 18'67 5.500ihp 2-107, 6-6%,2-9pdr, 4 MG £170,000
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The Double Edged Tomahawk

Is Tomahawk the ‘magic bullet’
that many are claiming it to be,
propelling the RAN into the next
century, or will it be a liability
rather than an asset?

ince debate on the use of cruse
S missiles on the Colliny dlass

submarines was hirst ignited 1n
Australia there has been a propensily by
the Australian defence media 10 only
extol the virtues ol cruise. The idea ol
comparing the US experience with «.onse
missiles 1n the Guli War with our
potential use s flawed as each siuation
is unique. Although many have claimed
that 1ts purchase would benefit the ADF
none have explained how, nor spoken
abaut the very expensive infrastructure
needed 1o use the mussile or the polential
danger presented 1o a Collins class
submarine firing in patrolled hostile
walers.

11 one examines the possible scenario
for RAN use of cruise fronc a Collins « lass
dieselelecine submarine against a target
in our region then it becomes clear that
our requirement is unique from the
United States Navy (USN) experience in
the Gulf War and the Royal Navy's (RN)
perceived requirement. Their needs
should not be an excuse for ours.

Cruise Missiles and
The US Gulf War Experience

In July of 1996 the US CGeneral
Accounting Office released a report
entitled ~OPFRATION DESERT STORM™,
“EVALUATION OF THE AIR WAR™ In 1l
were a number of findings which place a
cloud over many Precision Guided
Munitions (PGM’s), including the
Tomahawk Land Attack Missile (TLAM),
their cost, sunability, accuracy and
required systems

During the Guli War the US hred 288
TLAM’'s from surface ships and two
submarines al targels deep inside lraq
Of those 288 missiles only 85% reached
their targel despite coalition air forces
having complele air supersority. That
means that 43 misules did nol Accuracy
1s dependant on the weapon, the ucer,
weather, enemy aclion. Murphy's law
and the largel. TLAM uses lerrain fealures
such as mountains, buildings and bridges
elc. 10 navigale its way to the larget
During the Gulf War some of these
fealures were destroyed by coalihon
at' ke and thus some TLAMs simply lost
their way Others were shot down by
traqi Anlti-Aurcraft Arlillens (AAA)L despite
the US destroying the lraqi air defence
command, as TLAM flies a1 a constant
height, speed and direction (not
including navigational way points) and

By Mark Schweikert

can present an easy largel. Panicularly if
the lraqi Air Force had heen operational
with its MIG-29°s in the look-down
shoot-down mode.

Another concern regarding TLAM s
the Weight Of Elfort (WOE) required
against a target to destroy il. TLAMs
1000 |b warhead was found 10 he
inadequate. For example it look ten
TLAMs 1o damage the Iragqi Ministry of
Detence and army HQ buildings.
In another example six TLAM's were fired
at three lragi Air Farce MIG-21's on the
ground sel up as pilot less drones to carry
chemical weapons ta favoured laclic
during the lran-lraq war). Five arrived on
targel with the sixth shot down and
landing in a residential area causing
civilian casualties. It is estimated.
neutralising a small air base {heing one
target) wouild 1ake up 1o 36 TLAM's.

After the war it was realised that the
‘One targel, One bomh’ theory of PGMs,
such as TLAM, was incorrect and nol
achieved. Further the US government
report «lated that manufacturer claims on
weapon system performance, including
TLAM, “were overstated, misleading,
nconstant with the best avarlable data, or
unvenfiable”. 1s this the magic stick we
intend 10 exercise our sole sirike
capability with?

Another concern regarding WOE of
TLAM was the cost. The more TLAMs
needed 10 destroy a larget the more
expensive 1hat larget hecomes. Half way
through the air war General Schwarzkopf
ardered thal no more Tomahawks he
fired al lraq as each one cost around $2
million {1991 prices US dollars not
counling the added cost of the submarine
launched version). These figures indicate

that the Tomahawk war efforl cost
approximately $576 million US, not
counling other systems requirements
If the use of the missile was continued
through oul the war the cost would be in
the order of $1152 million US or well
over $1 billion Australian for 576 one
shot disposable missiles with no
guarantee of hining the 1argel or
destroying it

On the figure of an 85% hit rale 488
TLAMs should reach their 1arget, roughly
the same load of 20 F-11ls with cheap
iron bombs. It must be remembered that
TLAM was used in conjunction with
other weapons particularly fixed wing
aircraft from airhases and aircraft carriers
which were far more vital and eflective
than TLAM attacks. In fact the US report
comes down in favour of using more
‘dumb’ ordnance than expensive ‘smant’
weapons.

A less visible and seldom considered
problem associated with the use of Cruise
missiles is the required reconnaissance,
targeting and Bomh Damage Ass»ssment
{BDA) data. During the war the US
military had greal problems with 1argeting
the Tomahawk as collection systems were
affecied by weather, enemy or assigned
other 1asks. Although the missiles have an
advanced computer navigation sysiem
they still require someone to find the
target and an operator 1o program them
on where 10 go and how 1o get there.
During the Gulf War the US relied on six
spy satellites and 23 different 1ypes of
reconnaissance aircrafl for 1argeting and
BDA. Rain, fog, smoke, high humidity
and enemy deception measures all
affected these assets from producing
accurate information on largets and the
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damage sustained anter an antack
This cometimes prompred costh repeat
attachs on targets which were un
necessany and 0 «omes cases oo repeat
attachs when it was actually required

As Australia has no apy satellites aned
only 1our reconnansance aircratl how do
we antend 10 target TLAM tcam g
submerged submarme? Acquisition ot
TLAM wiathout the aequited data
collectan swaems mvhich will cost more
than the msales) would T like ssung a
stuper fitle with no sghts 1o 4 blind ma;
in Australia’s < a1t vou can put an
arctatt over the target to condust
reconnansance and or BDA in the g
place then why use o valuable submanne
and TLAMW?

The Vulnerabilities
of a Collins/Cruise Mix

Submannes sunvinve and manoeusre
by stealth taunching a 1LAM 1rom
a4 submarine robs 11 ot ats stealth
charactenstics When a 1AM s tired
trom the 1orpedo lube ot o submanoe 1t
propelled to the surtace by its rocket
mator The underwater nose created 18
descabed av amply amazing” This monse
has the potental 1o travel hundreds ot

10 The Navy, January-March 1997

mules depending on salinas, temperature
and depth  Ad more than ane misale
will be nred at a time this makes
the Liunching submanine estremelhy
vulnesable to detending eneny sub-
marnnes An enemy expeching a THAM
altack and knovong the chaaciensics ot
the weapon, can deploy thew torces in
arder 10 deter the attack trom the
Launching submanine or e near enough
1o destroy the Launch plattorm quickiy

Once the 1AM leaves the water it
rises to a height ot approamately, 2000 o
betare 1t et eogine sants and wings
deploy 10r the cruise phase This launch
sage s the most dangerous 1or the
submuarnme as the ockel motor emats a
long white smoke cloud which indicates
to an enemy where the cubmanine s
Conversely at night the bright glow ot the
motor hghts up the shy i the vicimiy
ot the submanine, much ke a masane
distress tare

With the submaiine no longer
invisthble  and goven the hianted
submerged range and wpeed ot a
el eled it submanne, the chances ot
destruction by the enemy are increased
With a nuclear powered submanne, ued
by the USN and RN the nsk s reduced
An SSN can dive devp and et the area

at high spevd 1or an indennite penod but
this 1s 0 cituation umique trom our
potential apphe ation

One wav ot protecting a TLAM bining
Colling s 10 have complete sea control at
the launch ate. such as the US TLAM
wing submannes enjoyed duning the Gult
War. Giver the range trom Australian
shores that our submarnines may be
operating, sea control s beyond our
cutrent capabiiies and thus may negate
the use ot TLAM tor tear of losing the
submanne

Carryiny TLAM a0 a Colliny ¢ lass
submanine, unlihe a USN GEB1 Improved
Los Angeles clavs SSN. reduces the
torpedo/Sub Harpoon load of the
submarine and thus the submarines
prme misaion’s ot anl submanne wartare
(ASW) and surtace imterdiction In the
USN 6881 class a Verncal Launch Svstem
tor 1.2 Tomahawhe s located in the bow
and does not attect the 1opedo/Sub
Hapoon load. Given the tact that o ook
six TEAMYS ta destrov three acrant on the
Rround and potentially th TLAM'S 10
neutralise an air base the load carrving
capaciy of Colline will Ts a maper tactor
10 T1AM eftecineness

USN submanines tited with a bow
VLS tor TLAM also carry erght TLAM'S
amongst therr load ot 26 torpedocsSub
Harpoons  Thus each 6881 carmes 20
TEAM's and 18 torpedos Sub Blarpoons
A Callme's total weapon capacity s only
22 how many TLAMS would 1t carey as
sandard and could this achieve the
destruction of many  vial enemy
installanons? The anwaer 1s no unless the
Captan and the Ministes tor Detence teel
contident enough to conduct ottensine
aperations in patrolled enemy waters
with only two lorpedoes 1ot el detence

One posable swolution 1o s«ome ol the
problems assoeated trom a Collindcruse
min can be overcome by using 1LAM
trom an Anzac tngate. The advani,
are

N

* The surtace ship laundhed servon
cheaper poer shot:

The Anzac «« munh taster in s tranaat
speed than g Colline meaning that
each chip will have a taster turn
around time and thus be able 1o
produs e more tirepower onto the
larpet,

We will have eight Anzacs as opposed
10 sixn Collins and each Anzac 1
roughly halt the cost ot Collins,

An Anzac represents g visible threat to
an enemy, unhike a submerged
submarine, and thus can act as a
deterrent

An Anzac, unhike o submanne. can
tullv defend nsel.

11 the RAN 1 permutied 10 acquire new
destroyers then these chipy wil’ also have
the ability to hre TLAM but carry tar mose
than the 8-16 ot the Anzac tngates and

THE DOUBLE-EDGE TOMAHAWK

can thus produce a greater concentration
of fitepower nat anly on one target but
potentially many mare

The makers of the cruse missile have
addressed the proven madequacies ot the
curtent misale and are danng 10 produce
a new TLAM  The new musale s said 10
have a preater tange. which will mean
the submanine/ship can stand turthes ot
an enemy’s Coast, ree trom enemy acion
1o fye s mussides 0w ill have a GPS back
U N CANe TGN Cues are missing
The wathead 1s 10 be replaced with a
new Cpenetralonr g warhead, probably
a shaped charge of some descnption,
which should hopetully reduce the WOE
requued 10 destron a target and thus the
1otal attack cost But the launch
vulnerabiliies and load carving capacity
ot the Collins class cannot be recnitied so
eastly and sull represent a thorn 1o the
submanines de. At this stage there are
no plans to fit a VLS 10 Collins or a new
booster oo ket 10 the TLAM.

Conclusion

Fieing TTAM trom g sunace ship s g
more preterable than a diesel/electne
submarine. When the USN use TLAM it s
usually from surtace shipa ditted with Mk
41 VISs, One of the main disady antages
ot weapons such as TITAM is the cost
Only 8% of the 1o1al delivered munitions
n the Gull War were guided but at a
price that represented 84% of the total
cont Figures such as these are bevond
Australia’s peacetime traiming budget and
could prove debilitating durning conflict
The US repont on Desent Storm found that
tined wing aircrant with “dumb’ bombe
were far more ettecine and cheaper than
the expensive ‘smatt’ weapons, This
lesson <hould be heeded by Australia

The acquisiion ot two ex-USN
Newport class LSTs 1o cany helicopters
tor the army Of navy represents the
capability and dewre 10 conduct a anld
torm ot sea control/sea demal and power
projection  The new helicopters tor the
Anzac tngates and OeCs will pros e the
RAN with the ability 10 conduct s own
anle-shipping operations whilst at wea.
The acquisdion o) TLAM would represent
the capability 1o str:he al land targets
from a sea borne platiorm

What vpe o capability 18 the RAN
tnvang 10 gain trom these three programs,
sea control? Only one tvpe of vessel can
condudt sea conrol Seen together the
Capabilities sepresented by these three
programs amounts to an aircraft carner
capability by proxy. These actions
highlight Australia’s need for an ascrait
carrier and the stupidity exhibited by the
decision not 10 replace the agcran carsier
HMAS MELROURNE, which could sull,
even today, conduct all the tunctions of
the capabilities we now seek in the ST,
the new helicopters and TLAMs

Australia seems set 10 display s
military (dhiteracy by reinventing the
concept ol the aircratt carmer ina ime
consunung, ftagmented, inetlective and
costly manner It we are 10 participate
the region and promote stabilitn without
mpinging the sovereign fights ot ous
nmghl)\m by using their arhases, then
we are poing to have to combine the
obvious historical benefits of power
with the accomplished reputation o sea
power Organic actical air power at sea
represents the greatest detesrent 1o an
apgressor with designs on a sparsely

populated large island nation and 1ty
neighbours, An aircratt carrier, with the
new Harner {1 plus, could cenanly
ieplace the RAAF's F-111 long range
strihe capability

In a recent press statement, the
Minister Fog Defence, The Hon lan
McLachlan AO MP, stated that the
purchase ot cruise s not imminent and
that o Jull study will be conducted into
the advantages, disadvantages, sutability
ot plattorms 1.e. Collins, Anzac or F-111,
and cost 01 acquisthion betore any
decision is made

The new USN 688) class S$SNs have a 12 round VLS in the bow for Tomahawk without affecting
the internal torpedo/Sub Harpaon load. Unlike Collins who will have to surrender torpedoes

and Sub Harpoons to fit Tomahawks.
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HMAS Voyager
— 40 Years On

performed hy Mrs RG Men,

AUSTRALIA LAUNCHES EIRST BRITISH WARSHIP IN REIGN OF QUEEN ELIZABETH 1.
Austratia’s first prefabeicated. all-weided ship. the Lirge fleet destroyer HMAS VOYAGER. was launched al Cochatoo Island, Svdnes on March 1. 1952,
Mare than 1,000 dod kyard warkers and visitors cheered as the sleek hull udid down the Jdip into the hatbour. The Lundhing ceremony was

. wifr of the Prime Minister and witnessed by senior parliamentarians and service chiefs.
herits a name made famous by one of the memorable ‘Scrap tron Flotil
s the graceful hull of VOYAGER takes to the water for the first time and a nasal hand (right)

*in World War It

plavs a stirring Rule Britannia’. One «onseus tion team worked through the pred eding night 1o finish the <hip for the Launc hing.

February 12, 1997
marks the 40th anniversary
of the commissioning of the
Australian Daring class destroyer
HMAS VOYAGER.
he destrayer was built at Sydney s
I Cackatoa Island Dockyvard as Ship
No 188, the tirst ot 1our Daning

class 1o serve in the Rayal Australian
Navy.

Programme

VOYAGER was ardered on 3 December
1946. Although tabnication was ongmally
due 10 begin in Septembes 1947, the heel
was lud on 10 October 1949, VOYAGER
was launched on | March 1952 and
completed on 11 Febeuary 1957, Onginal
dates tar the keel laying March 1948,
launching March 1949 and completion
June 14950 were delaved by ane, three
and more than sin and a halt years
respec tively

12 Vhe Navy, January-March 1997

Type of Ship

The Danng ¢ lass desrovers displaced
1500 1ons Bight simular ships had heen
built 1ar Royal Navy, with the tirst
RN Ship ordered on 29 March 1945
1S White of Cowes prepared working
drawings tor the class - these drawings
were alsa 1o be supphed 160 Australia
tar the RAN ships The first RN ship,
HMS DARING was laid dawn on
29 September 1945, launched 10 August
1949 and completed 8 Masch 1952
Design ot RAN ships was modified 1o sult
Australian requirements. The first all-
welded ships 1o be built in Austraha, and
the first 160 be constructed in pre-
fabncated sections, the RAN units used
aluminium extensively as a struciural
material

Type of Contract

The Depantment of the Treasury in
placing the orders tor the Dasing Class

Austrabian (s Photegraph by | Nevrtham

destravers specitied - “The approval in
prnaple given by Cabinet 10 the building
ot 4 additional destrovers of an advanced
vpe may be regarded as authonty 10
proceed with the placement oF orders to
etsure the maintenance of shipbuilding
capacitv in Australia”

By lanuary 1948 the programme was
expenencing delays due 1o the lead nme
required tar the supply o1 wurhine
forgings, and by June 1948, the Navy was
advised that the programme had 10 be
ended due 1o
a1 The ralure 1o obtain increased

manpower 1n the anumbers an-
trapated:;
by The stnke at Cackatoo Island 1n
februarv/March 1948, which invalved
all adult employees in a voppage of
ane month and caused two maonths
dissuption,
Protracted delivenies of structusal
matenals;

«

d) Delay in recewving vital working
drawings from Great Britain: and

£) Extended delivenies of impaortant
torgings and ¢astings for machinery.

By March 1950, funther senaus delays
n receipt af drawings, materials and
equipment. together with industral
disturbances and shartages of manpower
extended the programme by a further
vear The Company was finding it hard 10
retain, let alone increase shilled trades-
men as many engineering firms in the
Svdney 1 were paying considerably
more than Cockatoa. Seriaus losses were
also being expenenced in hey tades.
Delays 10 drawings were sa bad that n
had been suggested that the drawings
veing prepared by 1S White be taken over
and completed in Australia.

In lanaary 1951, it was apparent that
the delays would be telt lor some time
Manpower was still a problem and only
ane satisfactory steer casting, tor the
HP wurbine caving, hid been received.
The manpower ol the dockyard was now
also aeeded for the re-conversion af
KANIMBLA, the maodernisation  of

HMAS VOYAGER

e ————

ARUNTA. and the conversion of
QUEENBOROUGH and QUIBERON. The
dockyard was having conaderable
dificulty maintaining an adequate
halance of rades.

By 1953, financial imuations were
having a major influence on the speed ot
the programme, particularly for the
second ship VAMPIRE, and the program
was being determined punapally by the
availahility of funds.

By 1954 the programme was close 1o
that finally achieved. Recurrent shortages
of manpower were cased by the inanster
of QUIBERON 1o Garden Island for com-
plenan. The nature of the contradd, with
the rules theretore applying 10 wage rates
paid by the Dockyard, aggravated the
posiion of Cockatoo n atiracting labour
Similar difficuliies were expenenced in
Williamstown, where attempts 1o sub-
contract on a cost plus basis were
frustrated by himiations on wage rates
that could be pad. Fived price sub-
contracts were not possible as detaled
specifications could not be prepared.

Multi-Purpose

The armament tor the Darngs was
largely made by the Department of
Detence production ar Bendigo and in
1954 there was sull sonmwe doubt thae all
equipment would be available 1o sunt
VOYAGER's programme.

Multi-purpose ships onginally de-
scribed as ‘Light Crusers’, the Danings
were the largest canventional destroyers
10 be built for the RN Four unmits, modi-
tied 10 suit Austrahan sequirements, were
ordered tor the RAN in the late
1940s. However, one unid, 1o be named
WATERHEN. was soon cancelled.
although wark had commenced on her at
the Williamstow n Naval Dockyard

When first considered for the RAN,
the armament planned for the new
destroyers included six 4.5 inch HA/LA
guns in three twin mountings, six 40
millimetre Bolors (win mounis), twa sels
of 21 inch torpedo wbes ipentad), four
depth charge throwers and 1wo depth
charge rails A 1otal of seventy depth
charges were 10 be carried. By November
1949, a Squid maonar had replaced the

The new destrayer on triaks.
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outtit of depth charges and 1wo 1win
STAAC MRl and one v in MRVAO mulle-
metre mounting had been wleced as the
secondary gun armament

Three Danng «lass ships were
completed atter rather lengthy pesieds a
the builders' yards. In each case the ship
was built in swections, upside down rom
the centre, then olled onto the dipway
for welding Like the previous Banle
class, goad venulation was given high
prionty, including ar-condimoning

VOYAGER, the fitst ship 1o complete,
mounted three twin 30 millimetre Botors,
one on aither side ot the budge super-
structure and the thied aban the woond
tunnel. Both VAMPIRE and VENDETTA
were completed with two single mounts
abreast the superstruciure and 1wo twin
mounts tone on cach beami aban the
tunnel

Career

Alter commussioming VOYAGER spent
the tiest eleven months ot hee Career
in Australian waters. Following a
rent Lasting trom mud-October 1957 10
Januarv 1958 she procecded 10
Singapore. Service as o unil of the far
East Strategic Resene tollowed unnl
August 1958 when she returned 10
Svdney

Following a rent which hept heran
dockvard hands unul late lanuars 1959,
VOYAGER depanied Svdney on 3 March
1959 tor turher Far East senice In Apnl
1959 ¢he proceeded 10 Hong Kong tar
borler repairs and thence back 10 Svdnes,
ariving on 29 June 1959

VOYAGER remained a1 Svdnes and in
Australian waters unul 10 November
1959 when she sailed in company ot
HMAS MELBOURNE 10 New Zealand
relurning 10 Ausiralia in early December
1959

Afier service 1n east Australian waters
VOYAGER deparied Sydney for the Far
Eact on 28 March 1960, returning 10
Sydney an 22 [une for refit. Afier the retn
she spent the last two months of the vear
working up in the Svdney area

1 The Navy, anuary-March 9 7

HMAS VOYAGER

The beginning ot 1961 tound the
destrover again en route tor the Far East.
She returned 1o Svdnev in June and
remained 1n Austeabian waters unnil
November 1961 when she again visited
New Zealand

In February 1962 VOYAGER departed
Sydney tor turther service with the
Strategic Resenve lasting unnil fune She
returned 10 Svdney via Guam and Papua
New G a From ulv 10 Seplember she
was retiing and teom October 10 the end
of the vear she was engaged in working
up and exercises

On 11 lanuary 1963 VOYAGER sailed
trom Svdnev 1or what was 10 be her hinal
tour ot duty in the Far Last, lasting trom
February 10 [ulv On return 1o Austealian
she proceeded 10 Willlimstown Dock
vard 10 commence a long reht which was
completed in fanuary 1964

fo the end ot lanuary VOYAGER had
deamed atotal ot D1T8,300 4 oules anee
commissioning

Tragedy
On the night o1 10 February 19649
HMAS MELBOURNE way engaged 1n
night tlying exercises ot the New South
Wales coast VOYAGER was acting in the

role of ‘plane guard’ involving the rescue,
If necessary, ot aircrew personnel from
the sea. At approximately 8.56 PM some
twenty miles south-east ot [ervis Bav, she
collided with HMAS MELBOLUIRNE
VOYAGER was lost 28 miles south
east of Jervs Bay The destrover was cut
in two by the impact. Her forward section
sank quickly and the atier section some
ume later The disaster resulied in the loss
of 82 hives (14 otticers, including the
commanding othcer, 67 sailors and one
avihan dockyard employee). There were
232 sunvivors. MELBOURNE was
damaged but sustained no casualines

Commanding Officers

Captain G.f B, Crabb, DSC. RAN
12/02/57 10 0701/59
Captain WL Dovers, DSC, RAN
O7/01/59 10 18/01/60
A/Captain R A M Millar, RAN
18/01/60 10 21/09/60
Captasn D C Wells, RAN
21109/60 10 31/07/62
Commander A A Willis, RAN
3107/62 10 020163
Captain D H Stevens, RAN
(12/01/63 10 10/02/64

Bell
Bottoms

To Go

n Friday, 1 Oclober,
the Rayal Australian
Navy celebrated its

#5th tirthday a1 a ceremony
aboard the guided missile
frigate HMAS MELBOURNE
at the Fleer Base East in
Sydney.

As pan of the event, the
Chiel of Naval Swaff, Vice
Admiral Rod Taylor otticially
daunched’ a new range of
uniforms for jumior sailors.
The announcement of the
new ‘rig’ followed two years
of considetation 16 achweve a
greater level of uniformity
between the genders in the
SCNION service.

Bell bottoms and 1he
white front flannels will go,
10 be replaced by con-
ventional straight legged
trousers and a buttoned shin
with «oft rank insignia.

VADM Taylor said the
change 10 a standardised
uniform for junior sailors
would begin on 21 April
1997 with all Permanent
Naval Force and Acdtive
Reserve junior sailors 10
receive a graluitous issue of
the new kit... .

“Uppermaost in my mind
dunng my determinations has
been the fact that the
changes | have approved
were most tavoured by those
personnel who responded 10
the 1994 uniform survey,”
VADM Tavlor sard. =1 slress
that the changes made in
regard 10 our uniforms have
not been made lightly, nor
without consuliation of those
most affected ... our serving
personnel.”

SYDNEY
COMMEMORATED

n  Tuesday, 19
O Navember, RADM

David  Campbell
(FONSC) anended the annual
commemaorative service in
memary of personnel who
lost thear hives aboard the
Second World War light
cruiser HHIMAS SYONEY

The S4th anniversary
service was conducted at the
Cenotaph, Manin Place,
Sydnev, in conjunclion with
members of the HMAS
SYDNEY Association. More
than 300 persons viewed the
ceremony. along with the
RAN Band and 1he Sydney
Area Standing Guard.

Guest of Honour was the
Minister for Velerans Affairs,
the Honourable Bruce Scon
MP, whao was joined by
FONSC. communily leaders
and numerous naval veterans.

The RAN’s most lamous
warship of the Second Waorld
War, SYDNEY achieved her

mast notable victories in the
Mediterranean Sea during
1939-41. On 19 November
1941 the ship was tragically
lost with all hands off
Carnarvon, Western Ausiralia,
after sinking the German
raider KORMORAN

From 1911 10 the present
day, four SYDNEYs have
setved in the RAN. The first,
a light cruiser, won the
al banle honour of
War when she
desitoyed the German raider
EMDEN on 9 November
1914, Her mast now rests on
Bradleys Head in Sydney
Harbour. The third ship of the
name was an aircraft carrier
that operated off Korea and
later as a troop transport
1o Vielnam. The present
SYDNEY, a guided missile
frigate, was commissioned in
1984 and served during the
Gulf War in 1990-91.

MORESBY’s
Final Sydney Visit

Views of the veleran HMAS MORESBY,

a
(Photos - Brian Morrison)

or more than 32 years
F and nine months, the
name MORESBY has
been synonymous with the
RAN and especially, the
Hydropraphic Branch
Commissioned in March
1964, the ship is now the
oldest in commission, with
the distincion ot being the
only RAN unit 10 have ever
steamed more than one
million nautical miles.
Commanded by CMDR
Paul Spencer RAN,MORESBY
is now undertaking her final
major cruise, citcumnavi-
Rating Australia performing
survey lashs along the West
Australian, Northern Territory
and Queensland coasts, as
well as in the Coral Sea.
“Although the final cruise
is now hali-way through, we

ving in Sydnev in November 1996.

will still be operating in WA
waters until the formal
decommissioning, planned at
HMAS Suehing in Late 19977
Commander Spencer said.

“A rare visitor 10 the
eastern seaboard, MORESBY
normally operates in western
and northern waters with
mixed pender crew of 130
officers and sailors,” he said

“MORESBY 14 scheduled
10 be replaced in the fleet by
the new construction survey
ship LEEUWIN in 1998,
A second survey ship,
MELVILLE, will then join hed
sistesship.”

“We expect 1o return 1o
HMAS Stirling late 1996 prior
to the Christimas leave
break”™, CMDR Spencer said.
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KOREAN VISIT

everal hundred members
of the local Karean
communily, wdving
Australian and South Korean
tags, turned out 10 welcome
three ships trom  the
Republic ot Korea Navy
when they arnved in Svdney
on fuesday, 12 November
The Ulsan Class frigates
CHUNG-NAM and CHON
NAM with the replenishment
ship CHEON-{1 herthed at
the Fleet Bave, Woolkxmuookx)
at the start ot a three day
rood-will vist
Under clear blue skies,
the welcome ceremany tor
the ships was a colourful
event, with flowers pre-
sented 1o the senior ofticers
by women n traditional
Korean dress Adding 1o the
spectacle, numerous bughtly
patterned umbrellas shaded
many ot the ladies present, a
rare sight today 1n Svdney
A small contingent of
Australian Karean War
veterans, proudly wearing
their medals, were also on
hand
Prior 1o thewr entry into
Sydney Harbour, the ships

tired a 13 gun salute a1 9.00
am, which was returned by
Strius Battery at HMAS
WATSON on South Head

in total. 639 Korean
naval personnel were em-
harked (n the three ships
under the command ot Rear
Admiral Oh Seung-Yull,
mncluding 165 cadets trom
the Korean Naval Academy.

While in Sydney the
cadets, as part ot thew
traiming, 1oured the guided
missile  trgate  HMAS
MELBOURNE at the Fleet
Base and visited the tacil-
ties at HMAS WATSON
Currently on a Pacific
framming cruise tar the
embarked cadets, all three
ships were budt in Korea
trom the mud 198k to 1990,
designed tor the general
escor role.

[he visat was anly the
thied by ROK <hips 10
Sydney in recent imes, two
destroyers having called in
1984, with twao Ulsan Class
trigates and the replen-
ishment CHEON-II visiting
bhrietly during Novemher
1993

The three South Korean naval ships which visited Australia in late
199, These included the frigates CHUNG-NAM and CHON-NAM
WPhoten Brian Mornseon! and the support unit, CHFON-H

#hoto - ABPH Simon Metcalti

The former

general purpose
vessel HMAS BANKS,
which was severely
damaged by fire

in Port Macquarie

is now in Ulladulla,
being rebuilt as a
passenger vessel
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Flying Agreement Between
Australia and New Zealand

ustralian and New
Zealand  Detence
Ministers have sgned

an agreement providing
support flying hy the Royal
New Zealand A Force tar
the Austaalan Defence Torce
tor a turther sve years

The New Zealand Minister
ot Detence, Me Paul Lase,
sigoned the agreement in
Wellington and Australia’s
Mimister tor Detence [ndustry,
Science and Personnel, Mis
Bronwyn Bishop, signed tor
the Australian Government
This means a continuation of
the RNZAF presence al
Naval A Station Nowra,
near the RAN'S east coast
CXCICe area.

- This five-vear renewal in
the Enhanced Nowra Apree-
ment reatfiems and steengthens
the Clase Defence Relations
policy between the Govern-
ments of Australa and New
Zealand,” Mee Bishop said
“It s a continuation of the
agreement providing tor
suppaort tlying tor the ADF by
the RNZAF which was signed
n Canberra on luly 13, 1990.7

The Minwter said the
agreement provides a very
cost-effective way 1o meet
the tlying support required
by the RAN.

“The Skyhawk, as an
airceaft with tighter charact-
eristics, with a small radar
cross section and a maxi-

mum speed ol about §50
knots, is more suited 10 the
category of Fleet Air Detence
Training Support required by
the RAN." she said. “These
requirements are beyond the
capabiday of Macchi and
Learjer airceaft but well
below those of the RAAFs
F/A 18 Hornets which are
very much more expensive
10 operate.”

Mis Bishop said the cost
ot having the RNZAF detach-
ment provide the training
should be weighed against
the cost 10 the Austrd
Detence Force of mainta
a squadron ot Skyhawk
arceant and the supporting
personnel, stores, aircrafl

HMAS SYDNEY'S Seahawk helicopter,
taken in Novesnber. (Photo - ABPH Sieve Gurnett)

enpineenng and the assoct-
ated infrastructure. Mrs
Bishop said the 53-person
RNZAF detac hment at Nowra
will provide 1070 flying
hours per annum of flying
support tor the RAN on the
east and wesl coasts ol
Australia

“The detachment will
train up to six RNZAF
Skyhawk nifots per year,” she
said, “and the Australian
Government will provide
opportundies for the New
Zealand squadron 1o train
with athee elements of the
ADF when 1t 1s cost neutral
10 Ausiralia to do so.”

An impressive photograph of
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A helping hand.
An RAN Sea King
helicopter lifts an
RNZN Wasp after
the latter suffered
engine probl

The first

test firing

of a RIM-TP
Sea Sparrow
missile from
the new frigate
HMAS ANZAC.
The firing was
conducted in
August.

Former Naval
Establishment
to be Sold

he Minister for Defence,
T lan Mclachlan, has an-

nounced that the naval
establishment in Tasmania,
formerly known as HMAS
HUON, will remain closed.

The Naval establishment
in Hobart, as well as others
in Brishane and Adelaide,
was closed in 1994 by the
former Labor Government
when i reduced funding 10
Defence in 1993/94 and
subsequent  years. The
decision 1o closc HUON
arose from the need 10
achieve econamies through
the continued rationalisation
of support aclivities to pre-
serve the operational effec-
tiveness of the Australian
Defence Force as well as
reflecting changes 1o the
Navy’s Reserve structure.

Mr Mclachlan said he
had reviewed in denail the
decision 1o close HUON,
and had examined a number
of submissions seeking the
re-opering of the former
establishment.

“The Federal Government
is satisfied that the decision
to ciose HUON was eco-
nomically sound and justified
by the changing focus of
activities for the permanent
and reserve Naval Forces
throughout Australia®, he
said.

“The Commaonwealth and
Marine Board of Hobart have
signed a contract for sale
of the site on which the
establishment is situated and
settlement is likely to take
place in September. “The
contract of sale provides for
the lease back of the
boatshed at the former
establishment 10 allow
continued use by the Navy
Reserve Diving Team and for
priority use of the jetty by
Defence in Hobart.”

The Minister added that
the contract required the
Marine Board also 1o manage
the properly in accordance
with the direction and
recommendations of the
conservation and manage -
ment plan for the site,
originally piepared for
Detence. “Tasmania has
made and continues to make
a significant contnibution to
the Navy. There will con-
tinue 1o be regular visits by
RAN <hips, aircraft and
display teams to ensure that
the presence of the contem-
porary Navy remains in
Tasmania where our heritage
is s0 valued by the com-
munity”. Mr Mclachlan said.

New
Hydrographic
Ships

wo new hydrographic
ships being built for
the Navy will bhe

named LEEUWIN and
MELVILLE. the Chief of Naval
Staff, Vice Admiral Rod
Taylor has announced.

He said the Governor-
Genera! had approved the
names for the two 2550
tonne ships being built in
Cairns by NQEA Australia
Ld

“Both names have a
proud history in the RAN and
are also names ol prominent
Australian coaval features -
Capie Leeuwin in south-west
Western  Australia  and
Melville Island off the
Northern Territory,” he said

“LEEUWIN was also the
name of a wartime shore
estahlishment and later
junior Recruil training
establishment in Fremantle
which closed nearly 10 years
ago. MELVILLE was the name
of the Navy’s main shore
depot in Darwin from 1940
until it was decom-missioned
in August 1975.7

The keel of LEEUWIN was
laid in Cairns on August 30
and the ship is expected to
enter RAN service in mid
1998. MELVILLE is expected
to follow in early 1999,

The contract for the $214
million project includes a
78 per cent requirement
for Australian industry
involvement

“The consiruction of these
ships highlights the Govern-
ment’s commitment to the
development and main-
tenance of these important
skills 1n Australia,” VADM
Taylor said. “The charts
produced by Australian
hydrographic vessels and
aircraft are vital to the safe
passage of ships through our
walers. We couldn’t irade
without them.

“These two new ships will
ensure that this vital work
continues. | look forward 10
seeing them commissioned
as HMAS LEEUWIN and
HMAS MELVIELE."

The Navy, January-March
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Changing of the Guard

By Vic Jeffrey, Navy Public Affairs (WA)

Recent months have
seen the Australian
Submarine Squadron
experience moments
of great pleasure and
also sadness in
Western Australia.

he arcival of Australia’s
Tfirﬂ Collins-class sub-

marine, HMAS Collins,
at its home port, HMAS
Stirling on 19 September was
a joyous occasion for the
Squadron, while only 15 days
later thie Oberon-¢lass HMAS
Orion was decommissioned
atthe same base

HMAS Collins, commanded
by CMDR Peter Sindlair,
presented a memorable sight
as she rounded Colpoys Poim
with three media helicopters
hovering overhead as she
glided into Fleet Base West
with old submarines HMAS
Orion and the training sub-
marine TSM Ovens in the
foveground, hoth alongside
Oxley Whad.

Collins’ mettle was tested
as she herthed a1 the
Diamantina Pier for the first
time with a strong south
westerly wind and light drizzly
rain falling. Beneath the gaze
of the large welcoming crowd
Colhins glided into her berth
without incident.

it was also a day of pride
and nostalgia for the Sinclair
family as Peter (Snr), hetter
known as retired RADM
Sinclair,  former  NSW
Governor, some 21 years
hefore had the honour of
bringing his command along-
side as the first surface ship 1o
berth at the yet 10 he com-
missioned Stirling naval
suppor facility. This occurred
on 11 August, 1975 when he
brought the guided-mis<le
destroyer HMAS Hoban
alongside for a trial berthing.

Only 15 days later HMAS
Orion was decommissioned
at fleet base West after a
distinguished 19 years duting
which time she clocked up
more than 320,000 nautical
miles. During her three
commissions it is estimated

more than 2000 men served
in her.

First commissioned on
a wel and blustery day
in Greenock, Scotland on
15 june, 1977, Orion was
described hy the Commander
of the Australian Submarine
Squadron, Captain Denis
Mole as ‘probably our most
successful submarine since
AE2 in the Gallipoli campaign
in World War One’ in his
decommissioning addsess

Captain  Mole also
mentioned how 4 Ocdlober
was a special date also
for submariners as ‘that
was the date in 1963 that
the Australian Government
ordered the first of the four
Oberon-class submarines.
That order was quite sig-
nificant hack in 1963 as it
signified to the world 1hat
Australia was back in the
submarine bhusiness after
some 30 years.

He concluded by saving
that Orion’s success was due
to the quality of the people
which served in it and

mentioned the tact that she
holds the record for the
longest time at sea by one of
our Oberons, more than eight
weeks, most of the time
submerged.

In his Decommissioning
address, Orion’s last CO,
LCDR Steve O'Hearn said
Ocion ‘had that special
quality’ that has borne with a
linle secrecy and had a lot of
SUCCeSS.

“Submarine service is very
much a family affair in the
Royal Australian  Navy.
It demands an extraordinary
level of tolerance by girl-
friends, wives and children
with ahsent fathers, hushands
and boyfriends on long
deployments. On hehalf of
previous COs of Orion and
mysell, | sincerely thank you
for your tolerance and
patience.

There's a well worn 1rail in
the South China Sea which
won't be the same without
Orion gently silently sliding
by.” he said.

LCDR O’Hearn also spoke
of moments of great iriumph
and great sadness, such as
when the boat won the 1985
Gloucester Cup and the
accidental death of a young
sailor during an Open Day in
New Zealand in 1986. He
also recalled the time she was
on deployment and ran out of
food, the crew surviving on
chicken noodle soup and
meringues made out of
powdered egg whites and
waler

It was with a 1ouch of
irony as the White Ensign was
lowered for the last time with
the final tribute, a low pass hy
a RAAF P3.C Orion martime
airceait failing to materialise
until two minutes after the
ceremony concluded

An impressive sight, when
it finally did arrive coming
from the south and flying over
in salute to Orion, the
departing CO LCDR Steve
O’'Hearn quipped: “They
always did have a lot of
trouble finding u why
should today be any
different?”
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New Zealand Update

POLL THREATENS ANZACs

he New Zealand Navy's hapes a1 a tleet of tour new
TANZAL class tnigates has suttered a sethack with the

release o1 Labour's detence policy. The party has given a
thumbs down 1o ordenng the third and fourth fngates and has
guaranteed a detence review which would do away with the
Navy's tleet of trigates

“We query the conlinuation ot a small 1nigate torce in our
Navy It 15 our intention 1o imited New Zealand’s participation
in the Australian trngate project 1o the exishing two vessels aad to
look again at the tuture purchasing requirements totr and
direction of the New Zealand Navwv™. declared Labour leader
Helen Clark

in an intenview Ms Clark said = we don't see
the tngate a< the most appropriate tor the blue
water South Paciiic role that the Navy focuses on”

1 don't think we waould sell them necessarily but
I'm not ruling that out as an option either” she said,
saving a review was needed first on the Juture
purpose and direcion of the Navy. __!

However, she promised to ensure .
mimimum teet of four vessels 10 pertorm
essential South Pacific blue water navy
roles = at a more appropriate level ot
sophishication and technalogy™. “These
twa ANZAC frigates are coming on
stream and the Navy 1s built around
frigates If you tlagged away the two
tngates coming on now vou would be len
with nothing cohezent and that's gat 10 be
worked through -

Asked about the likelv etfect on relations
with Austraha, she sawd the situanon was very
ditterent rom 1987 when Austrahia put a lot of
pressure on the Lange Labour Government 10 order
the nrst two

The trigates had heen sent 1o the Middle East 10 police
«anchions aganst Iraq and as tar as the UN was concerned thal
was ‘neither here nor there’

Mrs Clark said there was a small constiuency tor detence
spending and New Zealand’s isolation meant it was not even
remotely at risk of conventional attack. New Zealand's hest
defence was 10 work for a maore peaceul and sustainable world

CHARLES UPHAM

Major modifications scheduled 1or the New Zealand Navy's
recently purchased heavy sealift ship HMNZS CHARLES
UPHAM have heen brought forw ard 1o improve her stability and
sea keeping abdity. The tormer Scandinavian rall-on roll-oif
freighter was purchased last year tor $14 million The ship 1s now
nactive and 15 not expecled 10 1ake 1o sea again until works are
complete

According 1o Defence sources, CHARLES UPHAM “hohs
around like a cork on top of the water™ when lightly laden. On a
recenl deployment to Fiji the vessel carned 500 1onnes of ballast
in containers lashed 10 her apen upper deck. The ship was
purchased as a cheap alternahive to a purpose designed heavy
sealift vessel. She has already undergone modifications worth
$NZ5M, including a repaint, an engine overhaul, installation of
npid inflatables, radio equipment and bunks to increase crew
accommodation from 28 1o 65 persons.

According 1o Assistant Chief of Naval Stafi, Caprain Alan
Peck, further modifications had always heen planned but the
aim had been to use the vessel an limited operations until
December. A decision has heen taken not 10 pul 10 sea again
unless she is carrying a minimum 3500 1onnes. Other work
planned for later will see the ship modified 10 make her fil for
use hy the Army for deployment or emergency reliel duties in
the South Pacific.
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AU TR

OLD TENACIOUS / NEW RESOLUTION

In a media release made public 1n m«d September, the New
Zealand Minister of Defence formally announced the
Government's approval to purchase the former USN Towed
Array General Oceanographic Survedlance (T-AGOS) ship
TENACIOUS

The ship 1s seven vears old, is 2300 1onnes and will have a
company of about 22. She will, in due course, replace both
MONOWAI and TUI and will be re-activated in Partland,
Oregon (USA) between October-December 1996 TENACIOUS

will be commisaioned into RNZN service prior lo commencing

her delivery 10 New Zealand in lanuary 1997

via Hawaii arriving in Auckland mid February

1997. A conversion period will be undertaken
luly-December 1997 which will include the
fiting of a swathe multi-beam echosounder

Her prmary role will be hydrography with a

secondary role tfor about 60 days per vear) ot

acoustic research  As part of the overall
project . MANAWANUI will also be fitted
out with some additional oceanographic
equipment including a U trame ganiry,
cargo handling captains and general
purpase winches 1o enable her 10
undertake general ox canography research

such as MCM Trials
The ship will he named HMNZS
RESOLUTION. The name 15 svnonymaous
with CAPT lames Cook as ihe vessel in which
he conducted his second and third vovages to
the Pacific 1n 1772-1779. RESOLUTION's
“ > association with NZ hegan in 177 4 when she put into
Du<ky Sound undertaking surveys ot the area including
Pickersgill Harbour which remains on the chart 1oday and the
large wland torming the northern arm ot the sound was named
atter the ship. Thus there 1s a agmificant connechion with the
very carly history of NZ and the assaciation with the
Hydrographic Survey. which will be the pnmary role ot the new

ship

HMS RESOLUTION was the vessel in which Captain Cook
made his second and third vavages 1o the Pacihe, 17721775
and 1776-1779 respectively. He personally selected the vessel,
which like HAS ENDEAVOUR, was built at Fishburn’s shipyard
Al the nme of selection the vessel was named the “Marguis ot
Granby' and was of 464 tons

Although some nitial difficulties were expenenced with
RESOLUTION., due to the extensive madific ations insisted upon
by the intluennial Sir Joseph Banks, at the end of the second
voyage Cook was able ta write of the ship ~“she was found 10
answer on all accasions even hevond my expeclaion and 15 <o
litle injured by the vayage that she will soon be sent out again™
This voyage had included manths sknting the Antarctic Ciscle in
1773 in search of the "Southern Continent’

Cook again chose RESOLUTION for his thied vovage and,
although the refit she had reteived at the Deptford dockvard
‘proved disappointing, he pressed on with his quest 1o find the
elusive Naorth West Passage. Whilst pursuing this abjective Cook
was killed during a scuffle with armed warriors at Kealakekua
Bay. Hawaii on 14 February 1779

RESOLUTION's association with New Zealand began on
March 23 1773 when she put into Dusky Sound after 122 days
al sea to provide some respite after the extended toray into
Antarclic walers.

Navy Saves

Queensland Coast

Exercise SHORTSCOPE/
DUGONG 96, the
Royal Australian Navy's
annual combined mine
countermeasures and explosive
ordnance disposal exercise
was held recently in the
Mackay - Hay Point area
between 11 and 26 November.

he scenano for the exercise saw
T Orangeland, a mythical neighbour
to our narth. 1in disput: with
Auslralia over coal production and
marketing. An ultimatum issued in late
October stated that unless Orangeland’s
demands were mel, coal shipments from
Hay Point would be cnppled
Hay Point is one of the largest coal
export complexes in Australia, capable of
handling 1n excess of 53 millon tonnes
of coal per year; earning about 5 per cent
of the national GDP The port currently

By Brian Alsop

accommodates more than 600 visits hy
bulk carriers annually. Consequently any
disruption 1o its operation would
<eriously affect the Austiralian ecanomy.
Mackay is an impoztant port for the
export of wheat and sugar

RAN mine countermeasures (MCM)
and clearance diving (CD! forces were
sent 1o Mackay and Hay Paint just in
case, lhe MCM vessels being ready 1o
start operanons from 11 November. Their
arrival was only just in time. with
suspicious achivity noled the following
day that suggested mining activity had
taken place.

The first mine, a Manla, was located
in relatively shallow waler near Hay
Point Tug Harbour on Thursday, 14
November. After over pressurisation, the
mine was dragged ashore for
exploitation; a long and potentially
dangerous operation.

At Mackay for SHORTSCOPE/
DUGONG '96 were the minehunter
HMAS RUSHCUTTER, plus the auxiliary
minesweepers BANDICOOT, KORAAGA
and BROLGA. The MCM Drone Boat

ceful HMAS RUSHCUTTER.

Unit, Australian Cleasance Diving Teams
One (Sydney based) and Four (Perth
based) plus United States Navy (USN)
and Marine Corps personnel also took
part. RAAF and USN P3 Qrion aircraft
participated, laying simulated Orange-
land Mark 36 Destructor mines.

The ships along with 163 RAN, USN
and Army personnel, operated from
Mackay Harbour where a Farward
Support Unit camp site was established
near the northern breakwater and grain
silos with 2 sub-camp, for maintenance
of the exercise mines, sited on the
breakwater adjacent 1o the Grain Wharf,

A 101al of 220 people, including ships’
companies, were fed daily by the four
cooks at the FSU. The quality of food
served was excellent, prompling one
American diver 1o comment that “Food al
home is rarely this good aboard ship.
More people would want 1o deploy 1o the
field if they knew the food was like this!”

Another camp at Hay Point housed a
further 50 RAN and USN divers and
explosive ordnance specialists.
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Among the exercise partiaipants were
the US Navy's Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Mobide Unit Five (EODMUS)
trom Guam and the Very Shallow Water
Mine Countermeasures Test Detachment
(VSW M At Test Det) based in San
Diego

FODMUS <ombhined with RAN
explosne ordnance disposal experts to
evercie agamnst tctiious Orangeland
saboteurs who had intdicated the Hay
Point area

VOW MM Tt Det. composed ot U'S
Navy SEALS, explosive ordnance
specialists and reconnassance marines,
was tormed on 31 lanuary this vear
With a complement of tour offers and
23 enlisted men, thesunit's formation was
a CNO initiative that grew out o1
expenience gained duning the 1991 Gult
War They are tasked (0 test equipment,
develop tactics and practice for mine
reconnaissang ¢ and obstacle dearance in
very shallow water, that s, water of 10 10
40 foot depth

Employed on amphibwous recon-
naissance and beach wuney duties with
Australian clearance divers during the
exerc1ve, VSW AMCAY Test Det 1ook part in
recognition of the RAN's posion among
the waorld leaders in this distscult and
often dangerous tield. Indeed. halt the
tactics employed by thic Amencan unait
were received rom the RAN Clearance
Diving Branch

With the MCM vessels already at
Mackay when Orangeland’'s mining
campaign began, activities started with
efforts 10 clear the 'Q routes” 10 seaw ard
from Mackay and Hay Point To thes
end, precursar sweeping using the
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minesweeping drone boats began
immedately 1rom Mackay while divers
were emploved (0 clear the shallow
walter approad hes 1o Hay Point

Fust priordy was ifluence sweeping
imagnetic and acouse) o make the area
sale 108 the larger auxiiary minesweepers
and munehunter This was undertaken by
the drone buats and the small auxiliaey
minesweeper KORAAGA towing "Rig
Bravo’” minc-dvads  Onlv then was
the large Rig Mike man dvad sweep
deploved rom BANDICOO | to make the
shipping lanes sate 1or the lage meechant
ships that equent the ports

The munchunter, RUSHCUFTER. came
it her own once precursor sweeping
was complete. her tore being 10 und
with her sonar and PAP 104, the pressure
actuated munes that the auvdhary
munesweepers were unable 0 saeep

As local area wexuniy was stepped up.
soldiers from 42 Battalion, Royval
Queensland Regiment arrved 10 assist at
both Mackay and Hay Pont

The bulk of diving acts ties dueing the
exercise were carmied oul by RAN and
USN dners trom the Hay Pomnt camp
intichnamed "Camp Krusty’ after the
Simpsons TV program), howesver
some AUSCDT ONE Maritime Tactical
Operations personnel apecated 1rom the
FSU at Mackay

Those at Hay Pomnt were primanly
emploved on two task ypes, mune
countermeasures IMCMI and explosive
ordnance/improvised explosive device
dispanal EODAEDD)

MCM diving was concentrated 1n the
sicinity of the Hay Pomnt coal berths and
the inshare approaches o them from sea

where the seabed was methodically
searched by the jackstay method.
This methad invalves the laving of twao
lines on the seabed along which two
divers slowly swim, deagging a line
hetween them If anvthing <nags the line,
they stop and investigate. Such diving
was undertaken hy the MCM task
elements of both AUSCDTs ONE and
FOUR

The CDs may also aperate from the
mshore minehunters such as HMAS
RUSHCUTTER in the MM role, diving
on mune-hike objects detedted by sonar in
wvrder 10 confum denticaton, place
counter mine charges or recover mines
tor explodanon.

With the active coonperation of losal
authonties and the Dalrymple Bav
Coal Teraunal Py Lid, EOD and 1EDD)
ncdents took place over a wide area
Thes ranged trom a bomb 1 the semi-
dark and wet interior ot the Daleymple
Bay Coal Termmnal's coal loader, an 1ED)
aboard a tug a1 the Hay Point Tug
Harhour. 10 a4 hostage with a budy bomb
at the FSU and parcel bomb recened at
the Hay Point camp  Some eaplosne
ordnance was ‘discovered’ by patrolling
soldiers trom 42RQR, who called in
the experts fram Hay Point 1o respond
Reaction to EOD and 1EDD incidents was
by the remaining elemenis o1 the
AUSCDITs plus the US Navy's EODMUS
at Hay Point

All elements within both RAN 1eams
mamntamn an explosive ordnance disponal
and improsised explosn e des e disposal
capabibity.

HMAS GLADSTONE and MSA
BROLGA acted as insertion ceatt 1or

NAVY SAVES QUEENSLAND COAST

Launching the mine
sweeping drone boal. |

Awiliary minesweepet BANDICOOT
exercising the mavi-dvad sweep.

Martime Tactical Operations personnel
from both AUSCD1s and the VSW MCM
Test Det during the exercise. Amphibious
reconnaissance and beach surveys were
undertaken a1 Grasstree. Campwin and
Sarina Beaches in prepacation for troop
landings anticipated by the exercise
scenario.

While all the above was going on
during SHORTSCOPE/DUGONG 96,
AUSCDT ONE also successfully under-
went ils Operational Readiness
Evaluation.

Mine countermeasures, clearance
diving and explosive ordnance disposal
activities were mtegrated for the first time
at such an RAN exercise. A common
scenario and control organisation added
realism as the different exercise activities
impacted on one another.

Another exercise first was the
establishment of a dedicated analysis cell
to assist ‘Blue’ MCM operations. It was

also the first time such an exercise has
been held entirely outside a military
gazetted area, both sea and air.

Such exercises are rotated over a flive
year period hetween major Australian
ports or choke points, with Newcastle,
Port kembhla, Geelong, Townsville,
Cairns, Weipa, Darwin and the Torres
Strait among previous training locations.
It is essential that the many differences in
enviro al conditi b 1 areas
bhe experienced under realistic exercise
stenarios in order to he prepared 10 re-
open these purls in time of real conllict.
With ity large tidal range, sirong tidal
streams and unfamiliar bottom types, Hay
Paint displays unique and challenging
features not present i other porls.

All exercise aclivities were con-
ducted in close consuliation with the
Queensland Department of Enviconment
and local environm: ntal groups. Strin-
gent procedures, such as the banning of

any undewater explosives and strict
guidelines for the occasional beach
operation, were in force throughout the
exercise to ensure that dugongs. turtles,
their habitats, turtle nests and sea grasses
were fully protected

During the fortnight, those skills
necessary to keep ports such as Hay
Point and its mantime approaches upen
in times of conflict were praciised.
All was achieved in an atmosphere of
constant threat from IEDs placed
by Orangeland sahoteurs 1o disrupt
commercial and military activities.

Was the exercise worth all the effort
that went into it? Undoubtedly yes.
Familiarity with the unique conditions
present at Hay Point and Mackay, means
that the RAN’s Mine Warfare and
Clearance Diving Forces would find the
protection of these vital ports much
easier in the event of a threat than would
olherwise be the case
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Re-naming Ships

rather conlusing aspect ot the
A maodern shipping warld 1s the
custom af re-naming ships. not
once but often several times Of
particular interest to many Austrahans 1s
P&QO's proposal 10 name the replacement
for CANBERRA. which 1s 10 be with
drawn from service al the end of
September 1997 (reported in the UK
SHIPS MONTHLY in August 199Y4)
ARCADIA, the thud P&QO ship 1o bear
that name
Named aner a Greek province, the
first ARCADIA was a steamer built 1n
1888 ARCADIA (2) was built 4t John
Brown's shipyard on the Clyde in 1953
and ai the tme was the largest vessel
launched from 1hat yard: of 29,871 GRT
the handsome liner spenl most of her lite
on the regular UK-Aust.alian run unul
withdrawn trom service and broken up in
1979
The background of the future
ARCADIA (3) 1s somewhat less Butish
The 63.547 GRT vessel was built ar St.
Nazaire (Francel and completed 1n 1989
with the name SITMAR FAIRMAJESTY
Subsequently re.named STAR PRINCESS
the ship 1s essentially a siate-al-the-ar
cruising vessel and as such is known 10
many Australians A member of the ‘Love
Boat’ famuly, STAR PRINCESS/ARCADIA-
1o0-be is manned by a mixed nationality
crew, is registered in Liberia and operated
by an American based off-spring of P&():
All very muliiculiural
For many years the author of ‘In Briet’
believed the name of a new ship was a
closely guarded secret unul the actual
launch - the breaking of the hottle and - |
name this ship —
Changing the name of a ship was
thought to result 1n bad luck
Sadly so far as the RAN is concerned,
these harmless customs have disappeared
and ships are named or names reserved.,
years belore keels are laid or even helore
current holders of a name are paid-off
On the other hand the early
announcement that two new "Anzac’
frigates would be named ARRERNTE and
WARUMUNGU. a new spelling of the
ariginal Trbal class destroyers named
ARUNTA and WARRAMUNGA, caused
such a fuss that a decision was made 1o
re1ain the old names - an excellent
decision in the opinion of the wnter who
was a member of WARRAMUNGA's
COMMISSIONINR Crew.

HMYVS CERBERUS

In a letter 10 the editor of THE NAVY,
October-December issue. John Whitelaw
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In Brief

ot the ACT suggested the guns of the old
monitor could be removed and mounted
ashore

The current plan is to raise CERBERUS
sutliciently 10 present the vessel in
normal trim. i.e. not partly submerged in
order to offer a smaller 1arget when in
action. The guns are part and parcel of
the plan but <hould it not prove possible
one might expect removal of the guns 1o
be considered

Sea Lanes

The Indonesian Government's
reported proposal 10 resindt the number
of sea lanes available 10 international
shipping wishing 1o transit its region
15 obviously a matier of concern to
Austrahia. The following extract from the
1996 Annual Review of the Austrahan
Shipowners Association explains the
situation and is reprinted with the
Associalion’s permission:

“The Indonesian Government has
advanced a proposal 1o designate [hree
north-south sea lanes through s region.
The recent United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea, (UNCLOS)
enables archipelagic States such as
Indonesia, 1o designate archipelagic sea
lanes within States’ regions, in
consultation with the international
community. Indonesia 15 a signatory 1o
the Convention.

Under the Conventian, vessels tra-
versing in these designated sea lanes
will continue to enjoy the right of
‘archipelagic sea lane passage’ (equiva-
lent to ‘transit passage’] while the
archipelagic state has some soveregnty
over these areas, and can legislate 10 give
effect 1o applicable international
caonventions. The Siate is also able 10

ARCADIA leaving Sydney for the Last time.
Photo Rens Gillen)

introduce fishing, customs, uscal,
immigration and sanitary regulations.

ASA expressed concern lo the Federal
Department o Transport on some aspects
of the Indonesian proposal, which are not
1n conformity 1o provisions contained in
the Convention Under the Indonesian
proposal, only three lanes are to be
designaied. yet the Convention is specific
that 1l a State wishes 10 designate
archipelagic sea lanes 1t can do so
provided that all sea lanes normally used
for international trade are designated.
ASA is of the view thal there are some 15
sea lanes normally used for international
trade 1n this region.

The sea lanes heing advanced by the
Indonesian Government are the north-
south sea lanes which cover Sunda,
Lombok. and Ombal/Wetar Siraits with
the 1wo points of access 1o the eastern
most lane, one through the Ombai and
the other through the Wetar Straits.
Under the Indonesian proposal there
would be no east-west lane, which
presently is one of the most important sea
lanes for Australian Trade. The absence of
an east-west sea lane would impact
severely on sailing distances between the
East coast of Ausiralia and the West coast
of Australia 1o Asia markets. Initial
indications reveal an increase between
8% and 20% in sailing distances,
translating into higher freight costs.

The Australian Government s
presently holding talks with the
Indonesian Government on its proposal
The Indonesian Government has
indicated that it intends to submit its
designation propaosal 10 the International
Maritime Organisation within the next six
months .~

It is hoped that this matter can he
successfully resolved

Indonesian Naval Profile

P T

Expanding into new roles.

tiblished in 1945 with 1he
Ed(-(lamlmn of an independent
Indonesia, the Tentara Nasional, or

Indonesian Navy. has grown from modest
beginnings 10 a force of mare than fifty
combatants, supported by another three
score auxilianes and support ships.
Developed originally 10 support the Army
in mantaining internal security Through-
aul the Indonesian archipelago, the Navy
is today shifting it's focus from such
brown-water roles 1o that of a true blue-
waler navy

This focus 15 partly attributable 10 the
decline 1n the varnous insurgencies that
once plagued the nation, allowing the
navy to look further aficld, however the
potential for maritime nstability within
the region 1s another. The grea such
threat 1hat faces Indonesia, as it does
other South East Asian countries, is the
bellicose territonial claims of China who
have laid tiule 10 vast wacis of the South
China Sea. These sovereignty disputes
involve Indonesia, China and several
ather nations including Malaysia,
Vietnam, the Philippines and Brunei.
Given China’s increasing propensity 1o
throw 1t's weight around, witness the
heavy handed “missile tests™ ofl Taiwan
n Apnl 1996, it would seem prudent for
the Navy 1o tocus on its ability 1o give
weight 1o Indanesia’s territorial ¢ laims.

Having celebrated its half century
wilh a major fleet review last year, and
facing up 10 new challenges as it enters
its second hall century, it seems a good
time 10 take a closer look at the
Indonesian Navv.

SUBMARINES

Two Type 1300 submarines are in
service, CAKRA and NANGGALA.
Vanants of the popular German-designed
Type 209 series, sister boals are in service
wilh more than a dozen navies around

the world. Displacing 1390 tonnes, each
is atrmed with eight tlorpedo lubes and 14
torpedoes and can replace each 1orpedo
with a number of mines. Ordered in
1977, both boats were delivered from
HDW's Kiel yard in Germany in 1981,
The Indonesian Navy's erperience with
submarines has not been a particularly
happy one, with both submarines
returning 1o Kiel in 1986-89 for refits that
turned out to be both lengthy and
expensive. It is believed that the cost
involved was such that it discouraged the
placing of further orders. Anather major
1efil of CAKRA took place in 1993-96,
this time underiaken locally at Surabaya
The success of this refit will have a major
impact on the decision 10 order new
submarines however it is generally
acknowledged that funds are tight, and
will remain so for some time 1o come.

ERIGATES

The (rigate force is made up af a grab-
bag of ships. reflecting the diverse
procurement policies that have been
followed over the years. New build
vessels from the Netherlands and
Yugoslavia serve alongside second hand
ships {rom the Uniled Siates, the United
Kingdom and the Netherlands, further
complicating the maintenance of the
fleetl. Many are nearing, or have reached,
the end of their service lives and will
require replacement in the near future.
Plans existed in the early 1990°s 10
acquire frigates of modern design
however the acquisition of the former
East German ships seems to have
postponed those plans indefinitely.

The most potent ships are the six
AHMAD YANI class frigates formerly
operated as the VAN SPEJIK class by the
Netherlands Navy. Dutch-built variants of
the popular LEANDER class, they were
transferred over the period 1986-90
at approximately yearly intervals,
Displacing 2850 tonnes, with a crew of

180 and capable of 29 knots they are
armed with eight Harpoon surface 10
surface missiles {SSM), 1wo quad
launchers for the Seacat surface 1o air
missile (SAM), two triple anu-submarine
(ASW) torpedo tubes and a 76 mm gun
capable against both air and surface
largets. A single Westland Wasp or NBO
105 utility helicopter is also carried.
While generally well regarded ships they
must be considered in the twilight of their
service lives, having entered Dutch
service in 1967 and operated in the harsh
North Atlantic environment for much of
their careers.

The three ships of the FATAHILLAH
class were ordered from the Netherlands
in 1975, and commissioned in 1979-80.
At only 1450 1onnes with a crew of 89
they are small but considerable eflon
went into packing substantial firepower
into comparatively small hulls. The
first 1wo ships, FATAHILLAH and
MALAHAYATI, are armed with four
Exocet SSM, one Bolors 120 mm and one
40 mm gun together with two 20 mm
cannon, two triple ASW 1orpedo tubes
and a Bolors ASW moriar, firing depth
bombs up to 3600 m in front of the ship
The third ship, NALA, replaces the ASW
torpedo tubes with a flight deck and
hangar for a single Westland Wasp
helicopter. Crew numbers have been kept
down 10 89 through automation,
especially in the engineering plant, a
diesel and gas turbine arrangement
which can drive the ships at up t0 30
knots

The three TRIBAL class (rigates were
originally commissioned into the Royal
Navy in the early 1960's and were
purchased by indonesia 1n 1985-86.
Generally gbsolescent, TIYAHAHU,
YOHANNES and HASANUDDIN are
armed with two quad launchers for the
Seacat SAM, a twin 4.5 inch gun
mounting. two Oerlikon 20 mm cannon
and a Limbo ASW morlar. A single Wasp
or NBO 105 helicopter is carried.
Originally capable of some 25 knots,
crew is a substantial 270 and all three
must be considered near the end or their
service lives.

The oldest members ol the frigate
force are the four SAMADIKUN class
rigates. Originally commissioned as
members of the US Navy's CLAUD
JONES class in 1960, all were transferred
in the early 1970's. They are armed with
a single 3 inch gun and a number of 37
mm and 25 mm cannon in addition to
two depth charge throwers and the usual
Iwo triple ASW torpedo tubes. Lacking
modern missiles or air defences and only
capable of a modest 22 knots, they must
be considered useful only for training and
patrol duties. It was originally expected
that they would decommission upon the
arrival of the former VAN SPEJIK class
frigates from the Netherlands but they
have been kept on. perhaps 1o train
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crews tor the recently acquired tarmer
East German ships Complement s some
170.

While rated as a trigate. the 2050
tanne Yugoslavian-built kI HAJAR
DEWANTARA serves mainly in the
traiming role Delivered 1in 1981, <he s
armed with four Exocet SSM. a Bators 57
mm gun, two 20 mm cannon, Iwo ASW
torpedo tubes and a depth charge
launcher A platform but no hangar for a
single helicopter is fited Complement 1
76 with facdines for the embarkanon of
some 100 students and 14 instruciors
fitted To aid 1n her secondary role of
troop transpart, she s nilted with two
landing craft (vehicle and personnel)

CORVETTES

The Indonesian Navy corvelle torce
comprises the sixleen ex East German
Navy PARCHIM class ships acquued as
pan of a major deal brokered in 1993,
The hackground 10 1his deal 1s confusing,
as the Indanesian Navy was reported a1
the time as nol wanhing the ships. Some
thirty nine vessels tormerly belonging 10
the German Demaocratic Republic (GDR)
became available atier the reunimcanion
of Germany n 1990, The Ffederal
German Navy did not want them and
they were placed on the markel in 1991
1t 1s reported that the iniluential
Indonesian Minister tor Technalogy.
Prolessor Habibie, brokered the deal
during a visit 10 Germany over the
ohjections ot the Indonesian Navy, wha
felt that the ships were nol sutable for
their needs 11 was further ielt that
introducing a completely new set of
weapons and machinery 1n1o an already
diverse spares invenlory would anly
prove 10 he a lurther drain on the Navy's
tight resources. Reporis have already
surfaced of major difficulties n
supporting the main engineenng planis
of the PARCHIM's. Nonetheless. despie
the Navy’'s opposition the deal went
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through and the ships were acquired in
1991 far a reparted $12 7US, with
deliveres begining in October 1993,
The sixleen ships of the PARCHIM
class. now known as the KAPITAN
PATIMURA class, underwent a basic se-
11 on Germany prior 1o sathing trom
Germany (in small groups commencing 1in
fate 1993 Modilications were required 1n
the areas of accommodation, com-
munications, aw-conditaning plant and
increases 10 the ships range. with further
madifications carned out upon arrival in
Indonesia hefore they entered service
Dusplacing some BOO 1onnes at full load
with a complement of 62, they are armed
with a win 57 mm gun mount ait and a
twin 30 mm cannon mount torward
Designed Tor ASW wark 1n the shallow
waters ot the Baltic, a heavy ASW
armamenl 1s hited, compnsing Iwo lwin
ASW 1orpedo lubes, lwo RBU 6000 ASW
mortars and two depth charge racks
Maximum speed 1s hisled as 28 knots

PATROL CRAFT

The nature ot the Indonesian
archipelago s almost pertect tor the use
of small gun and mussie armed sinke
cratt. Numerous small islands and large
fleels o1 small fishing boats alfer many
opportiunimes for a well handled fast
attack ¢raft tFAC) 10 sirike at unsuspecting
enemy ships. ensurning that a number
of these craft are operated by the
Indonesian navy. Unfartunately, these
same conditions are periect for the
operalions of graups opposed 1o the
government in Jakarla, several of whom
are sull engaged in campaigns aganst the
government, nolably in Aceh province
and n the lerritonies invaded by
Indonesia since independence, East
Timor and Inan Jaya. To support the
Army's counfer-insurgency operalions a
lasge number of smaller patrol craft are
also i service.

Probably the most patent FAC in
service are the four DAGGER class

_IFLUK CLEUKAN BAWANG,
1 of 12 Frasch cigas landing ship tanks.

Former East German
Parchim class corvette SUTANO.
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mussile boats commusioned on 1979-80
Displacing 270 1onnes and armed with
four Exocet SSM, a Batars 57mm gun and
a Bofors 40mm cannon, they are capable
of mare than 40 knots from their gas
turbine engines Budt in Korea, they have
a complement of 43

A number of locally built gunboats are
n service, all generally similar of which
the aldest are the tour SINGA class, built
10 a German desuign between 1988-91.
Displacing some 150 1onnes at ull load
with a crew of 42, they are capable ol
some 17 knots. Armamenl is a single
Bofors 57mm gun, batked up by ane
40mm and iin the last two hoats) twa
20mm cannon. Two 1orpedo tubes are
also inted 10 the first two vessels

Completed durning the same period
were the four KAKAB class gunboats
Built 10 a generally similar design, they
carry a lighter armament of a single
40mm cannan and Iwo 12.7mm machine
guns, the space thus freed up being used
1o support a helicopter platform for a
single NBO 105 or Wasp. Displacing
anly 423 10nnes and barely 57 metres
long, they are probably approaching the
smallesl size possible for helicopler
operalions, wilh flying almost cenainly
resiricted 10 calm weather. One feawre of
the design is that they have accom-

modation for an addinonal 17 personnel
over and above the complement of 40,
allowing the transparl af twao rille
platosons

The usetulness of these gunboals has
Il 10 an order being placed for a furither
four 450 1onne boals. With a designed
spevd ot 27 knats and a crew of 42 they
will be armed wih a Baolors 57mm gun,
ane 40mm and twa 20mm cannon
Basically an impraved versian of the
earher SINGA class, they are expexled 10
enter service fram late 1997

A number of ather patrol craft are in
service, including a number ol ex-
Australian ATTACK craft patrol boats.
Eight were transferred 10 the Indonesian
Navy belween 1973 and 1986 where
they were operated as large patrol cran.
Dasplacing 150 1onnes with a crew ol 19,
they are armed with a 30mm cannon
however most are 1n poor repair and are
likely 10 pay off soon. To deal with the
problems of smugglers and insurgents
using high speed malorboals, the navy
investigated the use of hydroioil patrol
hoats, with a 117 1onne Boeing Jetiail
ardered for evaluanon in 1981, Inmal
trials were followed by an order for an
additional four vessels, known as the
BIMA SAMUDERA class, however they
have proved somewhat of a disap-

painiment in service, despite their 48
knot 1op speed. Armed with a 40mm and
20mm cannon, they can carry some 100
froops in addition 10 their crew of 12.
Repons indicate that they will soon suifer
the same fate as the first, sold into
«vilian service.

For use as inshare patrol boats, the
Indonesian Navy operales some 25 KAL
KANGEAN class coastal pawrol craft.
They displace some 45 lonnes and are
armed with twin mounts for Iwo 25mm
cannan and two 14.5mm machine guns.

NAVAL AVIATION

The Indonesian Navy operales a
number of helicapters from irigates,
amphibious ships, survey vessels and
irom shore bases. Aircralt operated
inc lude 1welve NBQO 105 helicopiers for
uniliny duties, four aging Wesiland Wasps
that are narmally based on the AHMAD
YANI class frigates, four equally ancient
Bell 47 helicopters operaled from the
survey ships and four Super Puma
transporl helicoplers that operate irom
the amphibious ships. Current Indonesian
plans are 10 purchase a new helicopler
lype 1o replace hoth the Wasp’s and Bell
47°'s. Competing for the order are the
Kaman Super Seasprite and the Westland
Super Lynx, with an order expecied in 1997
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AMPHIBIOUS AND ARMY
SUPPORT SHIPS

The need to shift Indonesian Aimy
forces belween the islands that make
up the Indonesian archipelago, and 1o
support forces deployed in Inan Jaya
and East Timor requires a substanual
amphibious capability. with some 20
such ships in senice

Transferred 1n August 1993, the 12
ships of the former East German FROSCH
class Landing Ship (Mechanised) make
up the majonity of the amphibious force,
allowing the paying off of a number of
older ships. Displacing some 1950
tonnes, these ships can beach 1o disgorge
some 600 tonnes of vehicles and stores
via how doors. Supplied unarmed. thev
now mount four 37mm cannon however
in East German service they mounted
rather heavier 57mm guns. raising the
possibility that they may bhe further
rearmed

The nex! mosl common ivpe are
the six TACOMA class Landing Ship
(Tanks), buill in Korea in the early 1980
Displacing some 3750 tonnes at full load,
they are capable of delivering some 1800
tonnes of cargo across the beach via
their bow doors, including up to 17 main
batile 1anks. If no 1anks are carried
several hundred addinonal raops can be
accommodated. Armed with (hree 40mm
and two 20mm cannon, all are fined with
a helicopter platform. Three of the class
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have hangar facilities for a single Wasp
or NBO 105 utihty helicopter while the
last two ships have a different hangar
arrangement lo allow up 1o three Super
Puma helicopters 1o be operated

Two former US Navy Landing Ship
(Tanks) are in service. The 4200 lonne
TELUK AMBOINA was nansferred new
n 1961, Capable of heaching with some
2100 1onnes of cargo. including 200
troops, she 1s armed with six 37mm
cannon. The TELUK BONE, commis-
sioned into the US Navy in 1944 and
transferred in 1961, is the survivor of a
class of five LST 512-1152 class that have
progressively paid off trom adine service
as replacements have entered service
It has a similar lift capacity 1o TELUK
AMBOINA bul 1s armed with seven
20mm cannon. To support the larger
ships, a fleet of some wxty small landing
craft are 1n service, including Landing
Craft (Vehicle), (Mechanised) and
(Uuluy)

Additional supporl is provided by
three TISZA class suppon ships, Buill in
Hungary and transferred in the early
1960°s, these 2400 ton vessels provide
cargo transporl amongsi the islands in
aid of both the Army and detachments
of Navy patrol crafl. To iransfer larger
numbers of lroops a former passenger
hiner, the PRINCESS IRENE was acquired
in 1978. As TANJUNG OISINA the 8450
tonne ship carries several hundred
personnel between the various isfand
Rarrisons.

MINE WARFARE CRAFT

The mine warfare forces of the
Indonesian navy were small for the scope
of the 1ask that taced i1, with all
international and most internal trade
carned by sea, however the acquisition
of the former East German ships has
provided a major hoost 10 the mine
countermeasures force

The most capable vessels are the two
Tripartite minehuniers ordered from
Europe 1n 1985. Lquipped 1o act as
minehunters or minesweepers as re-
quired, these 570 lonne fibreglass hulled
ships are armed with two 20mm cannon
and equipped with a PAP 104 remote
controlled submersible for mine disposal.
Originally up 1o 12 were 1o have been
acquired bul funding was nat available.
Sister ships serve in the navies of France,
Belgium and the Netherlands

The nine ex-East German KONDOR 11
coastal mineswecpers acquired in 1993
are equipped for minesweeping only. and
are heing filted with the ADI Dyad
magnelic influence sweep. Displacing
310 1onnes and capable of 17 knots, they
are more usually lasked for patrol dulies
than their mine countermeasures role.
They are armed with six 25mm cannon
in three twin mounis and have a
complement of 31. The remainder of the
mine warfare force is made up of two
ex-Soviel T 43 class ocean minesweepers
left over from the brief indonesian

INDONESIAN NAVAL PROFILE

flirtation with Russia in the 1960°s.
Displacing 580 tonnes and armed with
four 37mm cannon and eight 12.7mm
machine guns_ they 100 are commonly
utilised as pawol craft.

HYDROGRAPHIC SHIPS

With so much maritime 1raffic passing
through Indonesian waters, accurale
charts are essential. To this end a diverse
range of oceanographic, hydrographic
and survey ships are operated. Largesl is
the 2733 10nne survey ship DEWA
KEMBAR, formerly the Royal Navy survey
ship HYDRA. Transterred in 1986 and
operated by a crew of 123 she is filled
oul 1o conduct surveys and charl the sea
bed. Two survey launches are embarked
1a carry oul inshore operations

Two ships are dedicaled 10 naval
research, the 2165 lonne BURUIULASAD
and the 980 1onne |ALANIDHI.
The German built BURUIULASAD was
commissioned in 1967 and con-
ducts research in a
number of areas,
including meteor-
ology and current
flows. A comple-
ment of 28 scien-
tists supplements
the 108 crew
members. To assist
in her work a
hangar is filled for
a Bell 47 helicoprer
and three survey
mator  launches
and a small landing
craft are carried.

The Korean buill

IALANIDHI, com-

missioned in 1963

and understakes

similar duties 1o BURUIULASAD.
Complement is 87 crew and 26 scientific
slaff

For oceanographic and hydrographic
work four ships of the BARUNA JAYA
class are in service, with anather under
consiruction. Designed and buill by the
French shipyard CMN in Cherbourg,
these 1425 1onne ships are filled oul 10
specialise in one or other role while the
fourth in service is assigned 10 assist the
Indonesian Minisiny of Technology in
conducling research and development.
They have a complement of 37 plus up 1o
30 scientists, depending on the 1ask in
hand.

AUXILIARIES

To supporl the diverse range of ships
operated hy the Indonesian Navy
requires a substantial suppont network.
Given the large area aver which the Navy
operales, some 3000 kilomeires of
coaslline and mare than 14,000 islands,
some form of mobile supporl was
necessary. To vrovide this afloal suppon

the Indonesian navy operates a number
of support ships, in addition 10 several
tankers. The largest of these is the
command ship MULTATULI. Displacing
some 6750 lonnes, she provides fresh
waler, provisions, ammunition, stores and
replacemeni crew for smaller vessels, as
well as providing the medical facilities
often lacking in small pairol crafi.
A number of workshops allow repairs 10
smaller craft 10 be underiaken. Armed
with six 37mm cannon and equipped
with a helicapler plaifform MULTATULI
has a complement of 130 and can
suppont a flag siaff if necessary for major
operations, being filled with an exlensive
communications facility.

Other suppon ships include a former
US Navy 1945 vinlage LS(T). the JAYA
WIJAYA, used as a repair vessel.
Displacing some 4350 tonnes, she was
transferred in 1971 following service
supporling small craft during the Vietnam
War. She has continued in this role under

her new ensign ever since but is due 10
be relired now thal replacements are
available. Those replacements are two
FROSCH Il support ships, sisters 10 the
FROSCH Landing Ship (Tanks) acquired
from Germany in 1993. Displacing some
1700 1onnes, they are 10 be filled oul for
use as support and repair ships, laking
over from the JAYA WIJAYA.

The Indonesian navy operates Ilwo
replenishmenlt 1ankers, allowing oper-
ations by lask forces away from pon
facilities. The older of the iwo, the 5100
lanne SORONG, was commissioned in
1965 and has a limited capability to
supply fuel and fresh water underway on
hoth sides and over the slern. With a
speed of only 15 knots she is rather loo
slow 10 operate with a task group and is
nearing the end of her operational life.
To supplement SORONG the Indonesian
navy acquired the former Royal Navy
tanker GREEN ROVER in 1992,
Chnisiened ARUN, the 11520 1onne
1anker can supply fuel, fresh water, dry

cargo and refrigerated store 10 other
ships, and is filled with a helicopler
platform 10 allow cargo 1o be transferred
via verlical replenishment. by helicoplers
up lo Super Puma size. Compared lo the
110 crew of SORONG, ARUN requires a
complement of only 49 and is sumewhai
faster a1 20 knols. Two 1500 tonne
1ankers of the KHOBI class are used 1o
ship fuel belween naval bases. A number
of lugs are in service, the largest of which
15 a 1942 vinlage 1600 1onne ex-US
Navy CHEROKEE class ocean lug
RAKATA, acquired in 1961, which is now
maosily used for patrol duties. The 1470
tonne ocean lug SOPUTAN was buill in
1995 at a South Korean yard and has
generally replaced RAKATA for ocean
towing, dulies. A number of much smaller
fugs are in service al the major naval
bases.

CONCLUSION

The Indonesian

Navy operates a

diverse colleclion

of vessels, acquired

from a wide range

of suppliers. The

acquisition of the

former East German

ships has allowed a

rapid expansion of

the Navy's surface

fleet  bul  has

exacerbated the

already exisling

mainlenance

problems. In addi-

tion, the majorily

of the fleet is more

than twenly years

old, with some frigates and auxiliaries

having seen more than thirty years

service. The East German purchase, while

enhancing the pairol and amphibious

capabilities of the Navy, has only delayed

the decisions that will have 10 be made
on new conslruclion.

Despite the limilations imposed by the
older vessels in service, the Indonesian
Navy is developing a capability for
extended deploymenis oul of home
walers, with 1ask forces venturing as far
afield as Southern Australian waters. The
acquisition of the ex-East German ships
has given the Navy a breathing space,
allowing the shape of the fulure fleetl o
be delermined. The 50 yvears since
formation have seen the growth of the
Indonesian Navy from nathing 10 a
formidable brown-water fleel. The next
50 should see it stand clear of the land
and into the deep blue of the open
ocean.
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Too Much
entralisation
Imperils Balanced
udgement

By Navy Leaguer

Centralisation in the Department of Defence
and of the three uniformed services has been
underway steadily since the Tunge Report on
the Reorganisation of the Defence Group of
Departments was implemented beginning in 1974.

service inabilily to agree with one another and 10 alleged

interservice dispules and bureacianc infighting. It was
implied thai the public service part of Defence would be beiter
placed 10 resolve such disputes. This cnticism ignored the fact
that there 1s a difference between bureaucratic quarrelling and
professional debate. The former is highly undesirable whilst well
balanced professional debate is absolutely essential.

In the evenl, the years following the Tange Report saw much
more dispute between the uniformed services and some parts ol
Defence public service than it did heéfween the three services.

To assess where we are now, 1t is necessary o review the
development of the curreni organisation and decision making
methods

In 1973, just prior 1o the Tange Report, the individual Service
depariments were abolished and their roles and civilian staffs

b d by one Dep of Defence. Shortly afterwards,
the Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Commiliee became Chief of
the Defence Force Stafi. That Officer assumed some authority
over the three Chiefs of the Air. General and Naval Staffs.

A significanily greater, and necessary, balance of judgmeni
was applied 1o force development ie capital equipment and
facilities) decisions. This balanced judgmeni was applied to
recommendations prepared by the individual services.

Another consequence of the Tange Report was the abolition
of the Iraditional service boards and the collective responsibility
held by those Boards. Instead, the Chief of the Naval Siaff
hoisted his Vice Admiral’s Flag and assumed command of the
Royal Australian Navy.

However, since thal lime, there has heen a continuing
pracess of ceniralisation. Oftien this has been insidous
Sometimes there have been substantial formal changes.

Allegedly, this has been in the interesls of improved decision
making and staff economies

a 1 that time, there was much talk of an alleged uniformed
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In the ADF today, there are one full General. two Vice
Admirals, one Lieutenani General, one Air Marshal, seven Rear
Admirals, Sixteen Major Generals and cleven Air Vice-Marshals.

Before the Tange Report was first implemented, in June 1972,
in the RAN there were one full Admiral (the Chairman of the
Chiefs of Staff Committee), one Vice Admiral and nine Rear
Admirals.

Although there has been a reduction in the number of 1lag
officers, there has been a significani increase in the number ot
two star officers in the olher two senices. In fairness, it must be
recognised that the balance between the services changes as
Iri-service t‘purple-suiled’) appoinimenis rolale. However,
it must be recognised thal Army has five two star commands
compared with Navy’s iwo and Air Force's three.

Nevertheless, it is difficult 10 avoid the conclusion thai
centralisation has not produced economies of senior uniformed
personnel.

Public knowledge of numbers in each rank of public servant
is obscured by the inclusion of severa! levels within some ranks
tlor example, there are several levels of assislanl secrelary).
However, there is lillle evidence that centralisation has
produced a reduclion in numbers of very senior puhlic servants

There has, however, heen a very subsiantial reduciion in the
number of more junior uniformed service and civilian
persannel. n part this has been as a result of promises achieved

hrough the co al support prog and other forms of
conlracling oul.

Significant efficiencies have been achieved hoth in individual
services and through ceniralisation of some funclions (such as
distribution of parts elc). Further significam efficiencies have
been achieved through devolving tie decentralisation) of some
funciions from Canberra 10 individual service commands

In summary, there is litlle evidence that significant
efficiencies have been achieved through ceniralisation in
Canberra.

Turning lo decision making, il can be argued thai one
halanced nalure and degree of centralisation implemented 10
date has produced a number of sound decisions on capital
equipment and facilities.

A very importani factor in this has been the balance of input
from the ceniralised Headquarters Ausiralian Defence Force, the
civilian analysis and aquisition groups and the three services.

| TOO MUCH CENTRALISATION

The process requires major proposals 1o be prepared by
somelimes relalively junior individual service groups within HQ
ADF. Above this relatively junior level, all proposals are
inevilably passed through ane officer who will ofien be from a
service other than that primiarily affecied by the proposal.

The oplions are analysed by ¢ an personnel in Force
Developmeni and siudied by the acquisition group.

The liing recc dati are considered by the Chiefs
of Siaff Commitiee, who provide the balance of input with the
authority of three siar officers - in Navy's case by the Chief of
the Naval Siaff. The mainienance of senior individual service
inpul a1 this level is absolutely vital. Thai will notl be achieved ai
lower than three siar level.

Although the CNS (and the CGS and CAS) have only small
staffs to advise them in this, the system of ‘tlwo halledness’
provides them both wilh access 1o more specialist advice and an
inpul 10 major decisions at an earlier siage in the process.

Two haitedness is an organisational principle whereby
individuals have responsihility 10 iwo more senior people. Thus,
in the RAN, the Assistant Chief of Naval Siaff - Maiteriel
(ACMAT-N) is responsible 1o both the Chief of Naval Siaff and 10
the Depuly Secrelary Acquisition. On the siaff side, the Director
General Force Develop (SEA) is ible 10 the Assi
Chief of Defence Force (Capabilily Development) and
responsive 10 the Chief of Naval Staff.

The continuation of this balance of input is absolutely vilal 10
the ability 10 the ADF to fight in the event of a military
emergency. This is currenily in danger.

There are areas. such as the provision of service requiremenis
commaon 1o all services, where centalisalion can achieve
economies while conlinuing 1o provide thai service. However, it
is essential the providers of tha service always remember thal
they are there 1o do just that - provide a service. This can best
be achieved by two halled organisations.

There are olher areas where more centralisation carries a real
risk of damaging counterproduclivity. Both are vitally importani.

The first is force siruciure development (including capial
equipment and facilities) and the second is personnel.

It is no faull of individual appoiniees, but it musi be
recognised that personnel is currenily the area of the ADF’s
greatest difficulty. This is due in major pan 10 some outdated
principles of indusirial relations thal have continued 1o apply in
the public secior generally long afier they have become obsolele
in free enlerprise.

The Glen Report has idenlified a number of major changes
required 10 reclify the ADF’s personnel problems. These will be
difficuli for all three services, bul markedly more so for Army
than for the RAN and RAAF.

This greater difficully for Army emphasises once again the
major differences b the operational circ es of the
three services - Navy al sea in ships, Army on the battlefield and
Air Force operating primarily from major bases.

The ADF's personnel difficullies would be aggravaled by
organisational changes which failed 10 recognise thal the
services will perform best when led and adminisiered by
professionals in their own field. who have themselves
experienced life at the fighling end.

Obviously, at a very high command level, there musi be
common decision making. The receni appoiniment of a
Comander Australian Thealre recognises this and the
importance of having ADF rommanders who concentrate on
«c d in a military gency

The current Defence Efficiency Review provides an
opporlunity for centralisis, more interested perhaps in the
aggrandisement of their own positions and careers, 10 press for
more ceniralisation than is prudeni. The paramouni requirement
is for an ADF able 1o fight oplimally in all levels of milliary
emergency.

For All Boat
& Ship Repairs

* Dry Dock & Slipway

“Vessels to 70 metres

* Vessels to 1000 tonnes

° Blasting & Painting

* Propeller Repairs 8. Rebuilds

® Life Raft Sales 8. Recertification

“ Mechanical, Hull & Structural Repairs

* Electrical. Refrigeration, Hydraulic &
Electronic Repairs

A Division of Queensiand
Marine & Industrial Pey Ltd
PO Box 5000 (18-22 Tingira St)
Calms QLD 4870
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Mine Warfare Xmas

The auriliary minesweeper BERMAGUI sailed
into Svdney Harbour in true XMAS spiri
on 4 December. The boat had met up with the
five other mme warfare ships, returning from
their recent Queensiand exercises. To mark
the occasion all vessehs mounted a XMAS Iree
near their bridge. BERMAGU! went a bit
further and embarked a Santa (on the bridge
wing! for the vovage up harbour 1o HMAS
Waterhen.

(Photo ABPH Sumon Metcalf!

The sailing ship BOUNTY
provides a stark contrast
10 the six MCM vessels

as they pass Fort Denison.
iPhoto Dean A Corkeller

Five of the six MCM vesscls fa arrive in Sydney
0n 4 December are depucted just after arriving in
Harbour HMAS RUSHCUTTER leads BROLGA,
WALLAROO, BANDICOOT and KORAAGA.
Photo  ABPH Simon Aete ally
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MINE WARFARE XMAS

WAULAROO, taken from the Sydney Harbour Brdge on 4 December. (Photo- Dean McCorkelle)
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LPA Update

he Roval Austeatian Navy's ex 1S Navy tank landing ships
T HMAS KANIMBEA and HIMAS MANOORA are now at the
Newcastle yard ot Fargacs dockyard 1or conversion 1o
their new roles. The shyn have alsa been reclassined as attack
ransparts (8 PA), not trnming and helicopten suppart ships (14188)
as when anginally purc hased
Abaut 12 maonths 18 expected 1o elapse betore work 1s
completed and the ships teturn 1o then permanent base at
Svedney  Mare ime has heen allocated 1or the work because of
the indlusion of accommaodation improvements which were not
in the onginal conversion plans The madications will enable
each ship 10 operate in either the rneing and army helicopter
support roles  The traiming role wall indude both general naval
persannel and the substantial number ot addimional Fleet A
Arm personnel required tor the naval helicepters tor the ANZAC

class tngates

Specitic modihications 1o KANIMBLA and MANOORA
in¢ lude the temaoval of the bow arms and machinery tor the bow
ramps  the lattler have already been removed  Three helicopter
landing spots tor simultancous operations will be provided  one
torward ot the brdge and two on a thght deck aban ot the
hangar

Although all three Linding spots will be suitable for both day
and nmight operahions, the weather conditions under which
operations will be teasible tor the tomard spor will be imated 16
o Casions when the LOM Mk 8s are not embarked A 70-tonne

HMAS KANIMBLA in the floating drvdock, September 1996. The bow horns have been removed.
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(rane  heing installed 10 handle the LCMs. Fhe hangar tselt s
10 he built an ot the tunnels, with space tor tour Army Black
Hawks or three RAN Sea Kings and is described as an ‘awcratt
shelter’, retlecting the minimal maintenance tacihties 1o he
wstalled  The thght deck att will be sirong enough tor an
Austialian Army ( H-47D Chinouk

tanks are betng provided for 250 fonnes of aviabion uel, tor
which distrbution arrangements are being installed, as will also
he new balers and addiional portable water capacity Bilge
heels will reduce rolling Kelvin Hughes 1007 navigaton radars
will also be nited. The standard of accommadation s 10 he
improved considerably, with pravivion heing made for
additional messdedks and mined-general crewing. both by Army
and RAN peronnel Dual-use compariments will be built for
Iaiming purposes n the traning roley and as command control
roums tor the land torce commander when the ships operate in
the amphibious role. ¢ ommunicatons equipment will indude
that in general use by the Australian Army.

Budget shonages have imied the installanon on improved
medical tacilimes 10 one ship, but she will, however, have more
tacihines 1or imbal surgery of wounded troops and sick civilians.
The latter teatrre will be partcularly impertant, given the ship's
disaster rehet role Other desaed facilimes for whieh insufficient
tunds were available include o traiming brdge and roll-on/rall-
ot tacilities tor military vehicles. However, the design provides
1ot hoth these tacilities should tunds become available later.

MOSTLY
SAILORS

By Carla Evans
Reviewed by Geoffrey Evans

MOSTLY SAHLORS 1s a series of
anecdotes - 17 in all - wrilten in the
main, as the title implies, by naval
persannel concerning their experiences
in the Vietnam War.

The strongest message 1o come
through so far as this reviewer is
concerned - and all the more convincing
because of the clear lack of collusion
hetween the various wrilers - was the
anger and bilterness fell by many
Vietnam veterans when they returned 1o
Australia; a community that had
onginally supporied Australia’s inter-
vention had changed its collective mind
and now opposed invalvement. Fair
enuugh that perceplions of the war
should change but 10 criticise or “lake it
out’ on the Service personnel involved
was grossly unfair.

Wrillen by sailors and soldiers who
served in vessels ranging from the
guided-missile destroyers 1o Army-
manned landing craft; by personnel who
ilew and maintained our helicopters
altached 10 American units. MOSTLY
SAILORS does not pretend 10 be a great
literary work but 11 does enable the
reader 10 glimpse the Vielnam war
thiough eyes of panicipants who would
nol normally have the opportunity 10
commil their thoughts v paper

Some of the stories are quite moving
and caused the reviewer 10 reflect , by no
means for the first 1ime, on the absolute
fulility and waste of war.

Carla Evans (not1 relaled 10 the
reviewer) is also the aullior of TRAUMA
TEARS AND TIME. The soldiers’ view of
the Vietnam war; she is 1o he can-
gratulated on complenng the picture by
adding a mariime element

MOSTLY SAILORS may he ablained
from Carla Evans. Her address is:

Younger Streel, Wangarala, Vicloria
3677. The price is $15.00 plus $2.50
packaging and poslage

THE
CORFU
INCIDENT

By Eric Leggett
Published by Mar
Reviewed by Joe Straczek

me Books

To many Australians the name 'Corfu’
conjures up images of expensive
Medilerranean holidays. Bul in 1946
the name had a complejely different
meaning.

- BOOK

-
REVIEWS

During the Second World War a
minefield had been laid in the channel
that separates the small sland of Corfu
and the Albanian coast. A cleared
channel was maintained in this field for
ships 10 use. After the war the channel
was verified but the minefield was not
immediately cleared. British warships
using the channel had 10 navigate very
close 10 the Albanian share

On 15 May 1946 two British cruisers
enroule 1o Corfu were fired upon hy
Albanian shore batteries. Neither cruiser
was hit and Britain registered a
diplomatic complaini 10 Albania. This
action was taken against a background of
delicate diplomatic negotiations between
Albania and Britain.

in Oclober 1946 HAM  Ships
MAURITIUS, LEANDER, SAUMAREZ and
VOLAGE visited Corfu. On completion of
the visit the ships sailed for exercises with
the rest of the Fleet. The .Caplains of the
ships were instrucied 1o exit via the North
Corfu Channel, and if fired upon, 10
return fire As a precaution 1o this, the
ships wenl 1o aclion slations. While
Iransiting the channel SAUMAREZ and
VOLAGE hit mines which had been laid
in the swepl channel. Both ships were
exlensively damaged, VOLAGE loosing
her bows and SAUMAREZ's forecasile
being severely damaged.

In his fine hbook The Corfu Incident,
Eric Leggell details the background and
evenls surrounding this ‘incident’.
In crisp, clear and readable prose the
story is lold of how, as many limes in the
pasl, sailors became the casuallies of
international politics.

What unfolds in the pages of M
Leggell’s book is a story of profes-
sionalism, bravery and international
conspiracy. Whal the reader is left with
after finishing Mr Leggenl’s book is the
belief thai the mines which 100k the lives
of so many seamen and damaged Iheir
ships were laid as a consequence of ovent
nationalism and collusion between the
Yugoslavs and Albanians at that lime.

That the international justice system was,
and still is, incapable of dealing with
such aclions, is an indiciment of those
concerned.

The Corfu Incident 15 the perfect
example of the type of incident that is
likely 10 occur when ships are exercising
the right of innocent passage through, or
close lo, walers of a nation which s
averly nationalistic and feels that it has
something 1o prove 1o the waorld.
I highlights the dangerous role played by
navies during the so-called ‘Cold War’.

Though wrillen againsi the backdrop
ot international politics, The Corfu
Incident is in many ways the story of the
sailors and their ships. The bravery and
skill of individuals is clearly demon-
strated 1n the manner in which VOLAGE,
with her bows biown off, managed 10
come 10 the aid of her siricken
companion

Mr Leggeil's book, The Corfu Incident,
is recommended reading for anybody
with an interest in international affairs al
the stan of the Cold War or the roles of
navies In peacenime.

IMPERIAL GIFT

British Aeroplanes
Which Formed the RAAF in 1921

By |ohn Benneit
Published by Banner Books
Reviewed by Ross Gillett

The RAAF celebrated its 75th anniversary
in 1996. One of the many books
produced 10 mark the occasion, Imperial
Gift is by far the most unusual, covering a
very specific period when Greal Brilain
offered 10 the new air arm, a seleclion of
combal and suppont aircrafi.

In naval terms the offer and ac
ceptance of the aircrafi, was the
contemporary of the ‘gifi fleel” when one
leaders, five destroyers, three sloops and
six submarines were Iransferred 1o the
post Greal War Royal Australian Navy.

For the aircraft enthusiasi, Imperial
Gift is a blow by blow technical and
career history of the thiee plane types,
the 58 De Havilland DH.9 and 9A
bombers, 35 RAF SE.5A fighters and the
35 Avro 504K trainers. All 1ypes ate
covered in full, with individual polled
histories of the three aircraft.

Photographically, the author has
managed 10 secure an unbelievable
number of unseen images of the historic
aircraft, including aerial, ground,
personnel and the many mishaps, which
dogged the early aircrafi.

Highly recommended. The book is
available from the publisher, Banner
Baooks on 071 23 02 55.
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Navy Week

Yacht Race 1996

The Navy League of Australia,
Victoria Division’s Trophy Race
was conducted by the Royal
Yacht Club of Victoria, (RYCV)
on Saturday 12 Oclober 1996
with 23 Yachts competing.

cather conditions in Por
Phillip were blustery with
strong winds and rough sea

conaiions, however the race was carmed
out using the Victonian Yacht Club Rules
~o that every participating yacht had a
tair chance ot competng evenly on
handicap

One ol the yachting season’s tirst
major open competitive olympic course
races lor the 1996 season, it s listed in
the yachting calendar as o Navy |eague
frophy race in support of Navy Wevk

Winner at the trophy for 1996 was
RYCV Yacht R122 ‘Zardos . Skipper RB
Markham

Admural Briggs represented the Roval
Australian Navy and CMDR John Wilkiny
Rf[)® RANR RET‘D, repesented The Navy
League of Australia, Victoria Divison
logether with his committee members
Tom and Shirley Kilburn, Arch Waters
and Alan Raberts

RYC(V Commaodare Peter Bedgrood
opened  the ntophy  presentation
proceedings  and ( MDR Wilking
presented him with a will length copy of
The Navy League's Sea and Australia’
video tor use in the RYCV's Cadet
Tramming programme  the Navy League
alws supplied 1wo extra copres tor award
10 the secand and thid yacht race
placegetters

Commadore Peler Bedggood thanked
the league 1or s it and also 1or s
hasion work with the RYCV 10 stage this
l6th Annual Navy League Navy Week
Yacht Race He expressed the pleasure o
The Royal Yacht Club of Victaria in being
able 10 conlinue supporting the Annual
Navy Week Yacht Race and gave a
special welcame ta Rear Admaral Peter
Briggs RAN, who had participated in the
race and was to officially present the
Navy League Cup and prizes 10 the hirst
three placegenters

Admural Brigps on Scarborough ot
Cerberus en raute to Port Phidlip via Bass

Winners  Sail Na Yacht
R122 Zardos
R4 Circe
RS1 Sideshow Bob

Strant was torced to return to Cerberus on
Friday Evening when a fault developed in
the nggig reducing them trom three to
two yachty at the last minute. He quickly
transferred his tlat 10 “Just Add Warer” at
The Roval Yacht Club ot Vidioria but had
himited ime hefore the start of the race to
iamifranise the navy crew with the new
yacht The Navy's hao previous wins and
wo seconds over the last 16 vears clearly
indicated that next year will see them
seriously challenge all comers tor the
Navy League’s ‘Geotlrey Evans’ Cup

Competing skippers and crews
attended the presentation ot The Navy
League’s tsophy, the ‘Geoffrey Evans’ Cup
10 the winner an the tront lawns of the
clubhouse. Admural Briggs made the
presentations

Vice Commodore Boh McGregor,
Royal Yacht Club of Victona then hosted
the afficial RAYCV/Navy League Dinner
afier the race They were jained by the
navy crews ol the twao yachts hosted by
the navy league

Skipper H'Cap  Correcled Time
PB Markham 730 97248
Il lohnston 815 98.071
P Clark BBOP 98 941

Rear Admiral Briggs (right) presents the Navy League’s ‘Geofirey Evany’ trophy and engraved pewter tankard ta Peter Markham.
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The Navy League of Australia

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

HISTORICAL

The Navy League was established in Australia in 1901,
initially in the form of small branches of the United Kingdom
Navy League (established in 1897) and since 1950 as an
autonomous national body headed by a Federal Council
consisting of a Federal President and representatives of the
six States, the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern
Territory.

The Navy League of Australia is now one of a number of
independent Navy Leagues formed in countries of the free
world to influence public thinking on maritime matters and
create interest in the sea.

The Navy League of Australia cordially invites you to join us
in what we believe to be an important national task.

\— _




MEMBERSHIP

Any person with an interest in mantime affairs, or who wishes to acquire an interest
in. or knowledge of. maritime affairs and who wishes to support the objectives of the
League, is invited to join

OBJECTIVES
The principal objective of the Navy League of Australia is “The maintenance of the
maritime well-being of the Nation™ by:

* Keeping before the Australian people the fact that we are a maritime nation and

that a strong Nawy and a sound maritime industry are indispensable elements of our
national well-being and wital to the freedom of Australia

* Promoting defence self reliance by actively supporting manufacturing. shipping and
transport industries

* Promoting. sponsoring and encouraging the interest of Australian youth in the sea
and sea-services, and supporting practical sea-training measures

» Co-operating with other Nawy Leagues and sponsoring the exchange of cadets for
training purposes

ACTIVITIES
The Nawy League of Australia works towards its objectives in a number of ways

e By including in its membership leading representatives of the many elements which
form the maritime community

¢ Through soundly-based contributions by members to journals and newspapers, and
other media comment

¢ By supporting the Naval Reserve Cadets, and assisting in the provision of training
facilities

* By encouraging and supporting visits by recogmised world figures such as former
United States Chiefs of Naval Operations and Britain's First Sea Lords

¢ By publishing The Navy. a quarterly journal reporting on local and overseas
maritime happenings. past. present and projected

* By maintaining contact with serving naval personnel through activities arranged
during visits to Australian ports of ships of the Royal Australian and Allied Navies

* By organising symposia, ship visits and various other functions of maritime interest
throughout the year

Member participation is encouraged in all these activities

JOINING THE LEAGUE

To become a Member of The League. simply complete the Application Form below,
and post it, together with your first annual subscription of $22 {which includes the
four quarterly editions of The Nouy). to the Hon Secretary of the Division of the Nawy
League in the State in which you reside, the address of which are as follows:

NEW SOUTH WALES DIVISION: GPO BOX 1719, Sydney, NSW 2001.
VICTORIAN DIVISION: PO Box 1303, Box Hill Delivery Centra, Vic 3128.
QUEENSLAND DIVISION: C/- PO Box 170, Cleveland, Qid 4163.

SOUTH AUSTRALILAN DIVISION: GPO Box 1529, Adelelde, SA 5001.
TASMANIAN DIVISION: C/- 42 Army Road, Launcesaton, Taa 7250.
WEST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION: C/- 23 Lawlor Road, Attadale, WA 6156.

It you live In the Austrailan Capital Territory or the Northern Territory, please post the
form to the Hon Secretary of the New South Welea or South Auatralian Division
respectively

Subscriptions ere due on 1 July in sach year, and your membership will be current to
30 June Immedietely following the data on which you join the League, except that if your
first subscription la recelved during the period 1 April to 30 June In any year, your Initial
membership will be extended to 30 June In the following year.

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA
Application for Membership

To: The Hon. Secretary
The Nawy League of Austraha

Drwision

Sir or Madam,
1 wish to join the Nawy League of Australia. the objectives of which | support. and
enclose a remittance for $22 being my first annual subscnption to 30 June next

Name

(Mr)

(Mrs).

(Ms) PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
(Rank)

Street . .. . Suburb

State Postcode

Signature ............ ... Date.enene

Subscriptions are due on 1 July In esch yser and your membership will be current to 30 June
Immadiataly following the date on which you join the League, except thst If your first '
subscription Is recsived during the period 1 April to 30 June In sny yeer, your Initial l
membarship will be axtended to 30 Junas in the following yeer.
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JOIN THE
NAVAL RESERVE CADETS

If you are between the ages of 13 and 18 years:

The Naval Reserve Cadets provide for the spintual. social and educational welfare of boys
and girls and help to develop them in character. a sense of patriotism. self-relance.
atizenship and disciphne

Uniforms are supphed free of charge

Cadets are required to produce a certificate from their doctor to confirm they are capable

of carrying out the normal duties and activities of the Cadet Corps. If injured while on duty.
Cadets are considered for payment of compensation

Parades are normally held during a weekend day or on Friday evening

The interesting syllabus of training covers a wide sphere and includes seamanship.
handling of boats under sail and power. navigation. physical training. nfle shooting. signalling.
splhicing of 10pes. general sporting activities and other varied subjects

Instructional camps are arranged for Cadets and they are also given opportunities,
whenever possible. to undertake training at sea in ships of the Royal Australian Navy

Cadets. if considering a sea career. are given every assistance to join the Royal Austrahian
Navy or Mercantile Manne. but there 1s no compulsion to join these Services

For further information, please contact the Senior Officer in your Slale, using (he addresses
provided below:

NEW SOUTH WALES: Cadet Liaison Officer. HMAS Watson, Watsons Bay NSW 2030. Telephone:
(02) 9337 0560

QUEENSLAND: Senior Officer NRC, Naval Support Oftica, Bullmba Barracks, PO Box 549
Bulimba OLD 4171. Telephone: (07) 3215 3512.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Cadet Ualson Officer, HMAS Stirling, PO Box 228, Rockingham WA
8168. Telephone: (08) 9550 0488

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Cadet Liaison Officer, Naval Support Office, Keswick Barracks, Anzac
Highway, Keswick SA 5035. Telephone (08) 8305 6706

VICTORIA: Cadet Liaison Officer, Naval Boatshed, Nelson Place, Williamstown VIC 3016.
Telepnone: (03) 9399 9926

TASMANIA: Cadet Liaison Officer, Naval Support Office. Anglesea Barracks, Locked Bag 3,
Hobart TAS 7001. Telephone (03) 8237 7240

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: Commanding Officer, TS Canberra, HMAS Herman,
Canberra ACT 2600. Telephone: (02) 6280 2762

NORTHERN TERRITORY: Cadet Lialson Officar, HMAS Coonawarra, PMB 11, Winnellie NT 0821
Telephone: (08) 8980 4446

THE NAVY
All enquiries regarding the Navy Magazine, subscriptions and editorial matters
should be sent to:
The Hon. Secretary, NSW Division
NAVY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA
GPO Box 1719, Sydney NSW 2001
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Australian Colonial Gunhoats
Dear Sir,

I am aware thal both you
and Colin Jones have done
considerable research in this
area and wonder if you are
able to assist me in secking
information in respect 10 the
armament on the HMVS
VICTORIA

I am a member of the
Royal Australian Artillery
Historical Society of Western
Australia. We are preparing a
register of display ordnance
held in this State, wherever
possible at the same time,
recording any historical facets
concerning the weapons. At
TS PERTH, at East Fremantle,
there are iwo Armstrong 3-
inch BL guns on a Vasasseur
Sliding Mounting, which
appear 10 he of naval origin.
The Navy League has been
unable 10 dentify from where

FROM OUR READERS

these guns were acquired and
alihough enquiries have been
made by the League, nothing
has come to hght as to their
past. | have made enquiries
through a contact at Wool-
wich, England, and have not
heen able 10 learn anything
from that source

It has occurred 10 me that
these two puns were the
quarterdeck 12/13 pounders
on the VICTORIA. | have
noted them as 12/13 pdrs as
there is contlict in various
publications. The nomen
clature is not that important as
guns of this calibre appear 10
have fired projecules approx-
imating these weights,

Details on the trunnions of
the guns 1s as follows
No. | Gun
Left hand - Sir William
Armstrong, No. 3888, 1881
Right hand - Wi1.940 b, 3in,

Prep 29 |b
Na. 2 Gun
Lei hand - Sir William
Aimstrong, No. 1889, 1881
Right hand - WI1.940 Ib, 3in,
Prep 33 |h

It has occurred ta me that,
during the research hy Mr
Jones and yourself, you may
have seen or noted details of
the puns with which the
VICTORIA was fitted. Un-
fortunately none of the
phatographs | have seen of
the ship are clear enough 10
show the guns mounted on
the quanerdeck so not even
the 1ype can he identified
The guns’ manufaciured dates
recorded are very close (o the
commissioning date ol the
ship and 1hat they are
Armsirong guns, has some
significance.

The ship being sold 1o the
Western Australian Govern-

ment n 1896 may throw
some hight on the matter but
then as it was again sold in
1902, may point lo the vessel
never having been madilied
by the WA Government. That
the ship was not disarmed
prior 10 its sale 10 WA would
have been very doubtful,

The details of just how and
from whal source the Naval
League acquired these guns,
the details have been lost over
the years. However | am sure
our Sociely would be
interested if some historical
facts can he forated about
them.

Yours faithtully,
RK Glyde
Como, WA, 6152

More on VOYAGER
Dear Sie,

Imagine my surprise and,
indeed, delight when |
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receved the last edition ot
The Navy

There | was, and on the
fronl cover, caplured 1In ime
all those years ago, as a
young signalman serving in
HMAS VOYAGER

I think the phatograph was
taken in February, 1959, just
priot 10 our second tnp o the
Far tast {as 11 was then
described) We had a day at
sea tor the tamilies of our
NSW crewmen. Aclually the
cap | am weanng heips me
date the photograph. It was
purchased trom RN slops’ in
Singapore the year befoce.
Unlike the Australian issue it
was made from a waler
resistant plastic lype material,
Whilst easier 10 clean they
didn’t hold their shape and, as

FROM OUR READERS

4 consequence. were to
become unpopular with the
Ausiralians

Atter VOYAGER returned
to Sydney 1n 1959 | was
dratted to Flinders Naval
Depot and spent 12 months
there «n 1the Main Signal
Othce betore returning to sea
n one of VOYAGER's sister
ships, HMAS VENDETIA
Once again | served ‘up lop’
tor another 9 months tour ot
duty., | was also duty
signalman onboard HMAS
VAMPIRE un her working up
trials, when she was still in
dockyard hands, and tlying
the red ensign. So my
attachment to the Danings was
very (lose

The article on VOYAGER
mentions she was hited wilth

air-condioning. Regrettably
the air-conditoning fitled up
torward constantly broke
down. Conditions below
decks, particularly in the
tropics, were such thal our
medical officer was very
concerned ahout the etfect
they were having on the
crew’s health and titness

The photograph on the
tront cover of the other two
signailmen doesn’t appeadr lo
have heen taken on a Daring
tlass destroyes It could be the
tlag deck of one of the Tribal
or Batile class destroyers

Thank vyou for 1he
VOYAGER  story. The
attermath was a very sad
husiness. | lost a couple of
ship mates in the sinking bhut
as tragic as the loss of life

was, 1l was the terrible way
the dependents and survivors
were treated that did little
credit to the Naval Board and
successive governmenls
Along with many athers | kepl
up a writlen campaign to
politicians and the press 1o gel
justice for those involved.
Once again thanks for the
VOYAGER story.
Yours sincerely,
Gavin W. Ryan
City Beach, 6015

Edilor: We are pleased to
include in this issue of The
Navy a reporl and pho!
graphs from Gavin, describ-
ing his first trip ‘up 10p’ in
HMAS VOYAGER.

KAMAN SELECTED
BLOOMFIEID, CONNECTICUT (March
11, 1997): The New Zealand Miniiry of
Defence has nolified Kaman Aerospace
International that it has been selected as
the ‘preferred tenderes’ in o the
compelition to supply maritime
helicopters 10 the Royal New Zealand
Navy (RNZN). Kaman proposed its SH-
2G ‘Super Seasprite’

The contract requirement o for four
multi-mission helicaplers 1o go aboard
New Zealand's ANZAC and Leander
class frigates. Formal contract
negoliations will begin soon. The 1o1al
contracl value and deliveries are 10 be
delermined during negotiations, which
will start shontly.

The SH-2G. the latest configuration ot
lhe SH-2, is equipped with powertul GE
T700 engines, advanced elecironics and
enhanced mission capabilities. The SH-
2G gives navy vessels increased
surveillance capability, provides over-the-
horizon warning and targeling of
potential threals, and contributes to the
ships' combal capabilities through its
anti-ship missiles and torpedoes

The selection by New Zealand marks
the third opportunity for sale of the
retrofit SH-2G helicopler 10 international
cusliomers. Kaman also recently was
selected by 1he Australian Government as
the ‘preferred 1enderer’ for 11 SH-2G
helicopters to the Royal Australian Navy.
The Arab Republic of Egypt is currently
procuring 10 SH-2G(E) models for Anti-
Submarine Warfare (ASW) use with
deliveries scheduled to begin late this
year.
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HELICOPTER DECISION

The Minister for Detence, Mr McLachilan,
has welcomed New Zealand's decision to
acquire  Kaman Super Seasprite
helicopters tor its ANZAC ships, which
he said atforded considerable potential
for both countries to capitalise trom this
exaiting and challenging program

M McLachlan noted that the selechion
ot a common helicopter, and at least
some of the sensors and core weapons
syslems, opened up the opportunity for
savings through the acquisition and

support phases ot the program

“Both countries will now look to
work together to develop arrangements
to maximise the nefils across a
wide range of actNjtie\™ Mr McLachlan
said.

“Australia and New Zealand industry
will clearly benefit in both the short and
long term from a larger overall buy and
the new generation equipment and
technology which will be introduced
with the acquisition of the Super
Seasprite.”

ANZAC class frigate

Super Seasprite
for RAN

he Minister for Defence, Mr lan
TMtLachIan, has announced that

Kaman Aerospace International has
been selecied as the preterred tenderer to
supply 11 helicopters for Australia’s new
ANZAC class frigates.

The selected helicopter, the Kaman
Super Seasprite. is a multi-purpose
helicopter designed to operate from the
ANZAC frigate as well as other Ausiralian
Naval vessels.

“The total value of the contract is yet
1o be determined due to continuing
negotiations,” Mr Mclachlan said.

“Kaman was assessed as offering the
best all round proposal for meeting
Defence’s demanding requirements with
its Seasprite/Penguin combination of
sensor and weapon syslems as well as
support through the life of the
helicopter.”

The primary role of the helicopter will
be to increase the combat effectiveness of
the ANZAC frigate by providing over-the-
horizon surveillance and targeting ability.
The helicopter will also be fitted with the
advanced Norwegian ‘Konsberg Penguin’
anti-ship missile.

The production of the helicopiers,
including the integration of avionics,
sensor and weapons suite will be carried
oul parily in the United States and partly
in Australia.

“Australian industry will be
significantly involved in the acquisition

phase,” Mr McLachlan said. “The bulk of
the work done in Australia will be
associated with integrating the
helicopter's weapons systems, designing
the helicopter flight simulator and
crealing a software support cenlre. As
well, Australian industry will substantially
participate in through life support of the
helicopters.”

The helicoplers are planned to starl
being introduced into service early next
cenlury. Further orders of the helicopter
will be considered 1o take account of pos-
sible future needs and 10 support the pros-
pective Offshore Patrol Combatant (OPC).

Aim of the Project

Phase 1 of the ANZAC Ship Helicopter
project aims to provide helicopters,
equipped with anti-ship missiles, and
associated support, to operate from
Australia’s ANZAC class frigates. The as
vel unapproved Phase 2 of the Project
plans to provide for addilional
helicopters 1o take into account likely
attrition and to acquire further helicopters
to operate off both the ANZAC fiigate
and the much smaller OPC, in the event
that OPCs are approved by Governmenl.

The primary roles of the helicopter are
to increase the ANZAC frigates
effectiveness, by significanily increasing
the ANZAC's surveillance capability and
providing over-the-horizon warning and
targeling of potential threats, as well as

conltcibuting to the ship’s combat
capabilities through being armed with
anti-ship missiles.

Kaman the Company

Kaman Aerospace was eslablished in

1945 by Mr Charles Kaman the current

Chairman ot the Kaman Corporation

From its humble beginnings Mr

Kaman has built the company from a

dedicated helicopter produciion house

into a diversified Forlune 500 company

with annual sales of $US900m annually.

One of the unique aspects of the

company is that it has had several “firsts’

in terms of helicopter developments and

achievements.

Year  Event

1947  First ser.o conlrolled rotor

1951 First gas turbine powered
helicopter

1953 First remolely
helicopler

1954 First Iwin turbine powered
helicopler

1958 Firsl production turbine powered
helicopter

1978 First production all composite
rotor blade
Numerous helicopter altitude,
TIME-to-climb and other records
First helicopter, H-43A/B/F 10 go
through its service life with no
aircraft auributable loss of life or
accidents

controlled
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1993 First commercial helicapter, K
Max aerial truck, specihcally
devigned and certined tor heavy
external hit apphcation

Although helicopter production 1s now

only a part of the total company, Kaman

Aerospace have proven 10 be a niche

player in a very competitive wotld wide

arrcraft manufacture market By
posinoning themselves in this wav the
company has been able to adapt to
individual customer needs. be 1t in the
design and manufactute of components
for Boeing 767 and 777 aucratt, the

produc ion of the K-Max aerval truck or m

the planned production of Seasprite

helicopters tatlored 10 meet Australia’s
requirement.

Auslralian Indusiry Involvement

The level or local industny comtent 1~
approaimately 15% ot conteact value
with other longed 1erm benetits ansing
from the through lie suppon
reauirements. The major areas ol local
con‘ent will cover helicopter soitware
development and the establishment of
the associated Saftwace Suppon Centre,
the design and construction of the
helicopter Fhight Simulator. and theough
life logistics support services. In addnion
10 these major components, Austialian
and New Zealand firms can be expexted
10 be involved in a range of relatively
smallec activities associated with areas
such as Weapon System Integration
soflware, avionics, awframe restoration
and minor manutacture and the
installation of propulsion and elecincal
systems.

1t s intended to bustld the tirst 10ur
helicopters overseas with the remaining
helicopters being assembled in Australia

SH-2G(A) Capability
The following 1s a summary of the
Seasprite helicopter capabiliy:
Maximum all up weight (MALUW)Y 160k
Maximum Take ot weight MTOW! 6,12 1k

4 The Navy, lanuary-March 1997

SUPER SEASPRITE

An SH-2F Seasprite of the United States Navy

Cwetul load 183520y
Fuel capacity 1429k
Cabin volunw: S.4cum
Capcily 2720
load capan ity LING

Pertotmance 11500 [hw, Sea be ol 15A

20 minutes el isen e

Range GB4hm
Indutam ¢ abaut § 8 hous

Maximum speed ahout 140 knots

Rate ot climb dual engone 9. Invs
single engione 5.5m/A
Senvace cetling dual engine 507 1m
single engine 2 592m

"
The Seaspite helicoptes, ntted with the
General Electiic 1:700 engine. 18 an
extremely capable helicopter in s

notmal configuration at masimum all up
weight and also has significant single
engine power lor flight at this weight

The SH-2GHA) 15 the next step forward
e the very successiul and proven SH-2G
Seasprite helicopter currently in service
with the USN Reserve As with ather
recent aviation developments the Kaman
proposal uses returbished airframes,
which are completely overhauled and
brought to an as new condition, in which
10 build a state of the art integrated
Weapons system.

Penguin Air lo Surface Missile
Kaman offered the Kongsberg Penguin
Mk2 Mad? Air 1o Surface Missile as the
baseline ASM for the helicopter. The
missile which 1s a “tire and forget”
weapon was first fired in 1990 and 1s
integrated to USN and Greek Seahawk
helicoplers

The Penguin equipped Seasprite
hehicopter will significantly enhance he
combat effectiveness as well as con-
tributing 10 the self protection capability
of the ANZAC ship.

The Mk2 Mod7 has a dual chamber
rocket motor with a range of approxi-
mately 34 kilometres. The 120kg semi-
armour piercing warhead with delayed
action impact fuse contains 50kg of high
explosive. The missile has an on board
digital inermial navigation system (INS) for
in-flight guidance and the capability 10
approach the target via o designated way
puint. The missile uses an infca-red
seeker head lor guidance during the nnal
phase of the hight

Kongsherg Gruppen ASA (KONGS-

February, 1981, an SH-2F armed with 2 Mk 36 torpedo

BERG) 15 51'% owned by the Government
of Norway. Kongsherg is Norway's largest
manutac turer of defence equipment and a
leading high-1echnulogy company. Kangs
beg's main plant is located in the lown o
Kongsberg, Bukm due west of Oslo

Inlegrated Weapon Syslem
The integrated weapon system otfered by
Kaman 1s truly state of the art. The
Seasprite will have a fully integrated
cockpit designed for operation by a crew
of two; the pilot and tactical operator
{TACCO). The integration will be con-
ducted by Liton the manufacturer of the
current SH-2G 15538 integrated system.

Gone are all the dials and gauges of
older aircraft, to be replaced by four flax
panel colour displays that are each
capable of displaying aircraft instruments,
or 1actical displays such as radar, ESM,
FLIR and tactical plot.

Way Ahead

The Depariment of Delence began
contract negotiations with Kaman early in
February, leading to contract signature
towards mid 1997. Kaman oifered
alternative sensors in the company’s
tender and one of the aims of the
contract negotiation will be to determine
which of the offered sensors offers the
greater value for money.

Commonality of FLIR and ESM
Equipment with Project(Sea) 1405
(Seahawk Upgrade Program)

As identified in the initial Request for
Tender the Commonwealth is seeking
commonality where possible with the
FLIR and Electronic Suppont Measures
equipment propased in Project (Sea)
1405. The decision on 1405 is due in the
foreseeable future and when that
decision is made more information will
then be available on selection of
complete helicopter system equipment
baseline.

Radar

With regard to the selection of the radar,
Kaman have offered two very capable
systems, the Teleghonics APS-143 and a
derivative of the ELTA 2022 planned for
the PC-3 upgrade program. Further work
is required with Kaman and the radar
manufacturers before the Defence
Department can determine which system
provides better value for money.

Delivery Schedule

The helicopters are planned to
commence delivery in Australia in 2001.
By this stage Transfield Defence Systems
will have delivered the third Austialian
ANZAC frigate. At this time it is expected
that the first two ANZAC frigates (HMAS
ANZAC and HMAS ARUNTA) will have a
Seahawk helicopier flight embarked, with
subsequent ANZAC s<hip flights using the
Seasprite helicopter.

Anzac Class Frigales (FFH)
Eight Anzac Class frigates are being
constructed in Austealia as pant of the
overall plan to upgrade the Royal
Australian Navy in the 19905 and as
replacements for the remaining River
class destroyer escorts. A further two
ships of the class are being built for the
Royal New Zealand Navy.

Selected in 1989, the Anzac ship is
based on the German Meko 200 frigate
design. Modular construction methods
are employed with senons for the ships
fabricated in three locations
Williamstown in Vicioria, Newcastle in
New South Wales and Whangarei in
New Zealand - prior to final assemble at
Williamstown, Victoria.

HMAS ANZAC, the

ead ship, entered

Kaman Supersea Sprite
service in 1996 with follow-on vessels to
be delivered a1 the rate of approximately
one per year. A ‘combined diesel or gas’
1CODOG) propulsion plant enables the
ship to sustain speeds of 27 knots and
allows an operational range in excess of
6,000 nautical miles.

Each Anzac frigate 1s fitted with an
advanced package of air surveillance
radars, omni-directional mounted sonar
and elecironic suppont systems which
inerface with a state-of-the-art combat
system

The ships' main armament comprises
one five inch t127mm) gun capable of
ficing 20 iounds per minute, ship
launched torpedoes and a Mkd1 vertical
launch system for the Sea Spatrow point
defenc e missile.

SH-2G Super Seasprite offered to the RAN
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REVY - 90 Years

By Brian Alsop

os! former RAN personnel will remember The Royal
MEdward Victualling Yard (REVY), located ai Sydney’s

Pyrmont, as the supplier of vicluals and stores for their
ships while in Sydney. Others will possibly recall it as the place
where they received their first issue of naval uniforms.

REVY has now been used by the Navy for 90 years.

The story of the Navy at Pyrmoni began in 1905 when the
site of the present Naval Suppart Command Headquarters
INSCH()) was chosen for a victualling yard for the ships
homeported 1in Sydney as unils of the Rayal Navy’s Ausiralia
Stanon.

De<igned by Waller Liberty Vernon, the NSW Government
Architecl. the two main buildings were compleled in early 1907
The design paid special anention to the storage. expediious
movement and convenient landing of all stores, combined with
natural lighting and ventilation. Also included on the site were a
receiving shed and a cooperage. Half of the land required for
the four and five level stores buildings was reclaimed from the
harbour, with exiensive piling necessary to supporl the
foundalions. As agreed belween the Federal and Siate
governments, the project was funded by the NSW Government
and on completion, loaned to the British Admiraly.

Following a July 1906 recommendation the siores complex
was officially named The Royal Edward Victualling Yard from
lanuary 22, 1907. The first naval yard in the southern
hemisphere to be granted the ‘Royal’ title, it began operations
on February 23, 1907.

REVY assumed greater responsibilities in 1913, becoming the
source of supplies for the Royal Navy’s China and East Indies
Siations. A third multi-story building was added 10 the complex
in the period 1915-17. This third building was converted 10
office space in 1984 and s currently occupied by the Defence
Science and Technology Cirganisation (DSTO).

REVY'S role as a vicualling store had virtually ceased by the
mid-1970s, with its Edwardian buildings used by the RAN and
DSTO for ad hoc storage of special project maierials. By this
time only one goods lift remained in operating order.

During the early 1990s thz2 decision was 1aken to re-utilise
the historic buildings a1 REVY as the home of Naval Support
Command Headqguarter<. While retaining the charm and many
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The Royal Fdward Victualling Yard (REVY] in the 1950s

fittings from their former role, the buildings have been
completely refurbished for duties in the 1990s and beyond
Conservation work included the removal of building alterations
and the reconstruction of numerous original characteristics of
the two buildings

As pant of this process a number of historic machines used in
the viclualling yard were restored for display. These include
derricks, lift motors, cloth folding machines and the original
timber boai landing

Following the restoration and conversion of buildings one
and two, the ariginal store huildings, the headquarters moved in
an May 1,1995. with the majority of Naval Support Cammand
I leadquarters™ staff now resident at Pyemont almaost 300 people
work i1n the harbourside complex.

The headquarters 1s responsible nationally for overseeing the
logistic support of the fleet via five logisiic offices, as well as the
provision of support services such as transport and port services.
Ir also directs 12 commissioned establishments, three Naval
support offices and Naval Communications Siation Harold E.
Holt.

A recent, 1996 view of the newly refurbished REVY buildings, now the
headquariers of the Naval Support Command

Warship by

|By Mark Schweikert

In a rare visit to Australia, two
ships of the Italian Navy have
completed major visits to
Darwin, Sydney and Fremantle.

he guided missile destroyer
TDURAND DE LA PENNE and frigaie

BERSAGLIERE berthed ai Fleetl Base
East, becoming the first lalian ships to
visit since the cruiser and Iraining ship
CAIO DUILIO for the 1988 Bicentennial
Naval Salute. Previous lialian warship
visits to Australia included Melbouine in
1956 and Sydney in 1938

Several local fishing trawlers, all flying
the Nalian flag, escorted the ships inlo
Sydney. while a warm welcome from
several hundred members of Sydney's
halian community awaited their
companies at Fleet Base. An unusual
aspec! of the Sydney visil was a recital by
acclaimed Italian pianist Carlo Benedetti
aboard the desiroyer ai the slan of his
Australian tour.

DURAND DE LA PENNE and
BERSAGLIERE visited five Ausiralian poris
by the lime they left on February 5, the
greatest number of port visits to any
country during their current deployment.
Having left Taranio, ltaly, i july last year,
the two ships which form the 271h Naval
Group were on a nine-month world
training cruise that will see them call at
32 ports in 24 couniries by the ume they
return home

“The ships had combined rompanies of
moare than 560 officers and sailors under
the command of Rear Admiral Claudio
Maria De Polo. The deployment aimed to
evaluate the group’s operational
capabilities in differeni environmental
conditions and areas from those in which
the Italians normally deploy.

RADM De Polo, said “"the opportunity
to test lalian interoperability with other
navies was also significant given recent
experience of United Nations duties”.

After departing Sydney, the two ships
underiook a range of exercises with RAN
units on their way to Fremantle via
Melbourne and Adelaide

RADM De Polo said the RAN and
Italian Navy had much in common
including technology levels, inter-
operable combat dala systems, use of
NATO siandards and recent experience
of naval operations in support of UN
sanctions in the Persian Gulf.

Given that Australia hosts the second
largest Italian communily outside Italy,
the ts to Australian porls were also
significant from a cultural and social
perspeclive.

errari

b

Frigate BERSAGLIERE (Photo: Bran Morrrson)
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WARSHIP BY FERRARI

Located atap the helic opter hangar is one of the three 76 mm super rapid guns with the Mk-13
launcher for the Standard missiles behind. Also visible are one of the twao sets of triple torpedo
tubes. the two SPG-S1 fire control radars and ane of the four *Dardo’ fire control radars

Durand de la Penne

Many budding naval enthusiasts could
have mistaken the Italian warship
DURAND DE LA PENNE for a Russian
destroyer when she recently entered
Sydney Harbour. Like the Russians, the
ship is very heavily armed, a rather
unusual characternistic for a Western
destroyer given the ‘disposable’ nature of
many modern warship designs. Posses-
sing the weapon fit that would make the
Rusuians happy. DURAND DE LA PENNE
displays the best of modern lalian
styling, almost Ferrari in nature

The ship 1s designed 10 be truly multi-
roled. Her weapons. sensors, svstems and
design give it the ability 1o either stand
alone or ight in conjunction with other
units against any threat. The ship has
enough anti-air/missile weapon systems
to establish its own defence layers 1.e.
long 1o medium range missiles. medium
to short range missiles and medium 1o
short range guns. Her anti-ship missiles
{ASMs) have a range of 180 kms with mid
course guidance from one of its two
helicopters. Her Anti-Submarine Warfare
(ASW) system consists of a hull mounted
sonar, a variable depth sonar, two sets of
inple 1orpedo tubes, the ability 10 take
the Milas ASW rockel and 1wo ASW
helicoptess either Augusta Bell AB-212 or
the EH-101

DURAND DE LA PENNE’s visil 10
Sydney. with 1ke accompanying frigate
BERSAGLIERE, was part oi a world
circumnavigation tour to ascertain if the
Italian Navy could operate;
* out of its own region with other
navies, such as the RAN;
function effectively and properly away
from ltalian Navy logistical support
and;
* 10 support the diplomatic missions in

the countries visited.
During the tour the iwo ships have
conducted exercises with the navies of
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Brazil, Argentina, USA, Philippines,
China, lapan, Vietnam and the RAN. As
the ltalian Navy's Area of Operations is
the Mediterranean, and pan of the
purpose of the warld 1our 1s assessing the
ability to conduct operations away from
the Mediterranean with other navies, this
may indicate llaly’s intention or desire to
become more involved in UN naval
operations

So far the ships have performed
excellently. Integration with the naval
logistical systems ot the US and Australia
has been very smooth as the ltalian ship's
weapons, sensors and machinery are very
similar 10 our own and the USN’s.

The ship is relatively new, being
commussioned 1n 1993 and has most of
the standard recognised stealth charac-
teristics of modern naval ships. She is the
lead unit of a class of twa ships originally

|

known as the Animoso class. The two
ships are named in honour of lalian war
heroes. Luigy Durand de la Penne and
Franc esca Mimbelli

Anti-Air/Missile Defence
Although DURAND DE LA PENNE 1%
designed 1o be multi roled there 1s a
visible leaning 1owards the anti-
air/missile role. Accordingly, the ship 1s
somewhat remarkable for its combat
information gaihering systems in that data
from three different air search radars can
be utilised

The main radar is the US designed
AN/SPS-52C three dimensional (1D)
radar, virtually identical to our DDG's
and sometimes referred to as a height
finder. This radar provides long range
data on air contacts out to approximately
440 kms. The second air search radar is
an lalian SPS-768 2D air search radar
with a range of approximately 220 kms
The third air search radar. the SPS-774,
which can also provide surface search
data against ather ships, is a short range
radar designed to detect fast missile sized
targets in a heavy sea clutter environ-
ment. All three radars can provide data to
any of the ships anti-air or anti-missile
weapons. The beauty of having three
radars 1s combat redundancy. If one radar
or even two were destroyed by enemy
action then there would siill be at least
one left 10 provide radar coverage.

The anti-air/missile weapons of the
DURAND DE LA PENNE are structured
in such a way as to establish defensive
layers around the ship, or escorted group.
against all airborne threats. The main
anti-air system consists ot an American
MK 13 Mod 4 launcher for 40 Standard
SM-TMR anti aircrait missiles, (the same
as the RAN FFGs). located at the rear ot

—_

Four Otomat ASMs. The box launcher at the top of the photo houses the Mk-1 missile, nntice the
smaler box launcher next 1o it which fires the Mk-2. Using the Mk-2 allows for an extra miscile
10 be carried on top of the box increasing the ship’s load lo eight. The Milas ASW missile ako

uses the same box as the Mk-2 Otomat

the helicopter hanger. These missiles
have a range of approximately 46 km.
There are two SPG-S1D fire control
radars 1o illuminate targets for the
standard missiles.

The next layer consists of an Albatross
octuple launcher for 8 Aspide missiles
mounied just forward of the bridge in ‘B’
position. Similar 10 the American Sea
Sparrow, these missiles can engage
ancraft and/or ASM's at a range of 13 km
at Mach 2.5. The ship carries 16 reloads
which are loaded into the launcher
automatically. The Aspide is th~ ships
principle point defence missile system.

The next layer consists of three OTO-
Melara 76 mm super rapid guns and a
wingle 127 mm gun. Although some may
cnticise the ship tor having no ‘Phalanx’
type system, i.e. close in gun defence, the
OTO-Melara 76 mm super rapid is
indeed an impressive system which is
employed under a different philosophy to
that ot the ‘Phalanx’ users. Each gun is
capable of firing nearly 130 rpm at a
missile sized target a1 8 kms. The idea
being 10 destray the missile as far away as
possible so as to minimise any residual
damage effect the warhead may have if it
were detonated closer to the ship, such as
Phalanx would. The super rapid guns use
a proximity fused prefrag d round
that is designed 10 detonate near the
incoming threat and desiroy it by the
shrapnel created. The guns range and rate
of fire enable it engage and destroy four
missile sized targets simulianeously from
four diiferent directions.

The three 76 mm guns. and the Aspide
missiles, receive fire contro! data via four
SPG-76 ‘Dardo’ fire control radars, two
mounied on either side of the bridge and
the other two either side of the helicopter
hanger. These fire control radar’s provide
a full 360 degree coverage of the ships
arcs and give it the ability to engage four
targets simultaneously with either guns or
Aspides. With the additional SPG-51D
fire control radars, for the SM-1MR, the
ship has the ability 10 engage six targets
simultaneously. The ships weapons can
also be placed on an automatic mode.
The system will detect the threat,
ascertain the scale of threat and assign an
apprapriate weapon or weapons to the
threat until it is destroyed.

Anti Submarine Warfare
As part of its multi-role nature the ship is
equipped with a Raytheon DE-1164 Lf-
VDS integrated bow and Variable Depth
Sonar (VDS), the latter being similar 10 a
towed array. The onboard ASW weapons
consist of two sets of triple 1orpedo tubes
for Mk-46 torpedoes and the Milas ASW
rocket system. The Milas is launched
from the same box launcher as the
Otomat Mk 2 and is essentially a cross
between the US ASROC and the old
Australia lkara system. Milas is rocket
propelled, with a range of 5SS km and a
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tooking forward fram the bridge. Visible 1s
the port side 76 mm super rapid gun, also the
rear of the octuple launcher for the Aspide
missiles and the rear of the 127 mm main gun

mid course command update facility.

The ships helicopter hangers can
house two helicapters either the smaller
Augusta AB-212 or the larger and new
EH-101 which is far better at ASW than
the smaller Augustia. To aid in helicopter
operations the ship is fitted with four sets
of fin stabilisers.

Contributing 1o the ships ASW role is a
Prairie masker noise suppression system.
This system forms tiny air bubbles on the
hull 10 mask any noise that may radiate
into the water. 11 has the effect of making
the ship quieter and thus harder for
submarines to detect as well as en-
hancing the onboard sonar performance.

Anti-Surface

In the surface search role the ship
demonstrates 1ts dual radar redundancy
by having the SPS-774 air and surface
search radar, as mentioned above, and a
separate surface search radar, the SPS-
702. The main anti-ship weapon is the
long range OTO-Melera/Matra Otomat,
either Mk 1 or Mk 2. This missile has a
range of 180 kms and a 210 kg warhead
with an active radar seeker. Much like
Harpoon this missile comes in a launch
tube with the Mk 2 variant being smaller
than the Mk 1 {the Mk 2 has folding
wings). Otherwise the missiles are
virlually identical. The advamage of the
Mk 2 over the Mk 1 is that eight missiles
can be carried as opposed to four for the
Mk 1. Both missiles are made in ltaly.

The advantage of the Otomat over the
more popular Harpoon and Exocet is ils
range and mid course guidance. In
Western navies only the US anti-ship
Tomahawk has a greater range than
Otomal. Thus the Nalian Navy's ASM can

Just visible behind the main gun is the octuple
launcher for the Aspide missiles. Nolice the
two ‘Dardo’ fire control radars atop the
bridge which can guide either the Aspide
missife, the 76 mr1 super rapid gun or the
main 127 mm gun

ouirange nearly all other navies and
affords it a distinct advantage in a ship on
ship surface action.

Other anti-surface weapons consist of
the 127 mm main gun in 'A’ position, for
shore hombardment with a range of 16
kms at 45 rpm, and the three 76 mm
super rapid guns. The latter are also
exceplional against small high speed craft
such as torpedo boats or armed speed
boats.

Machinery

The propulsion system consists of two
diesels, for cruising speeds. and two
Fiat/GE LM 2500 gas turbines, for high
speed. but in an unusual configuration.
One diesel and one gas turbine provide
power to one shait only via a reduction
gearhox. The ship’s iwo shafts are sep-
arate and not cunnected by any gear box
arrangement. This means that one shaft
can be powered by gas and the other
diesel. It also means that one gas turbine
or diesel engine cannot power hoth shafis
or that the port side gas turbine and diesel
cannol power hoth shafts or starhoard
shaft. Two opposing engines will always
be required to power bhoth shafts. This
could present problems for damage
control or in the event of two engines on
the same side failing, the ship could then
only be propelled by one shaft.

All four engines are raft mounted and
sound proofed for added quietness but
mounted below the water line making
masking the sound that much harder.
Some ships, such as the RN Type 23,
mount the diesels above the water line to
reduce radiated noise. DURAND DE LA
PENNE has a top speed of 31 knots and a
range of 7.000 nautical miles at 17 knots.
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Note the angled sides of the destroyer as compared (o the straight sides of the

Damage Control
The ship 1s sub-divided vertically in order
to contain twre. Another interesting feature
is the addition of kevlar armour on the
ships bulkheads to contain an explosion.
This armour is also located around the
combat information centre. All engine
modules have a halon gas fire
suppression system and the engine
control room can also double as the
damage control centre.
Stealth

Like most new warship designs stealth
has had a part to play in DURAND DE
LA PENNE's construction. As previously
mentioned, the ship s inted with a Prarie
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nearby Australian FFG

masker noise suppression system to
contain acoustic emissions for its ASW
role. The vernical sides of the ship are all
sloped at around 7 degrees. This slope
has the effect of reflecting the radar
energy of searching ships, aircraft or
missiles in different directions other than
the direction in which it emanaled. The
reduced RCS (Radar Cross Section) aids
in ship survivability as an ASM may not
iind the ship and if it did it could be lured
away tar mare easily with chaff etc
Another stealth feature is the cooling
of heat exhaust emissions from the ships
smoke stacks. As the exhaust emissions
rise out of the ship they are automatically
cooled in order to reduce the Infra Red

(IR) signature of the ship against IR ASMs
such as Penguin.

Conclusion

An interesting feature of this very capable
destroyer is that it s not designed with
any fleet wide or large group command
and contral facilities such as Admiral’s
quarters etc. The reason for this is thal the
Italian Navy is divided into two flotiflas
with the head of each flotilla possessing
all the command and control facilities
required. Thus, DURAND DE LA PENNE,
although having data links to exchange
information with other ships, is mainly an
escort vessel far the flotilla leader
Alternatively it can act independently as
a single unit leading only a smxll group,
two or three ships

Anaother interesting feature of the
destroyer is its large ships company,
approximately 400. This seems excessive
given that a USN Ticonderoga class
cruiser has a crew of 358 and an Arleigh
Burke class destrayer 303. The large crew
is required 1o man all the ships weapons
which, if required, have manual
averrides. It also means that the ship has
more personnel to call on for damage
control or for duty waichs.

The only criticism of DURAND DE LA
PENNE would be its inability to run both
propeller shafts off ane or two engines on
the same side and its inability 10 conduct
(leet wide command and control
functions. As a single unit, group escort
or goal keeper, DURAND DE LA PENNE
has virtually no equal. Its ability to call
upon two types of anti-air missiles, its
three 76 mm super rapid guns, three air-
search radars, two surface-search radars,
six fire control radars, inlegrated sonar
system, slealth technology, Otomat ASMs
and helicopters make it a very powerful
tleet destroyer.

The Nalian destroyer sails from Sydney iPhoto: Brian Mormison)

HMAS PERTH leads other Australian feet units
10 the Fleet Concentration Period (FCP) held off
the NSW coast in February, 1997

1Photo. ABPY ) Sumon Metc alre)

Normally homeported at HMAS Stirling in Western
Australia, the guided missile frigate HMAS CANBERRA
operated off the east coast for the FCP and later
exercise Tandem Thrust, the latter with units from the
United Stales Navy

(Photo: ABPH Simon Metcaite)
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HMAS Manoora under conversion lo

an amphibious transport (1 PA) at Forgacs
in Newcastle, january, 1997

iPhota Bran Atortsoni

Mine warlare vessels return to Sydney
on t February after exercises
WWhato ABPH Simon Met alie)

The first coastal minehunter HUON,

under construction in Newcastle. HUON is
due lo be launched in june

iPhota Bran Mortson)

The Navy, Aril- une 1997

The former Attack class patrol
boat ARDENT is now employed
for navigational training,
homeported to HMAS Waterhen.
All armament has been removed
Phoio- ABPH Simon Metc alfe!

HAWKESBURY, the second
coastal minchunter, in the
building complex

tPholto: Brian Morrwon)

Diving launch SEAL,
underway on Sydney
Harbour, lanuvary, 1997
(Photo: john Mortimer)
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TASK FORCE 72
Australia’s Other Navy

The still water reflects the
early morning calm. A light fog
drifting across the waler parts to
reveal a number of warships
riding at anchor.

n Ar.zac class frigate is flanked by
AHMA Ships BRISBANE and
ADELAIDE Riding quietly beyond
them is the grey form of the Type 42
desiroyer HMS MANCHESTER and,
looming out of the gloom, the greal grey
shape of the USS GETTYSBURG, an
Aegis cruiser. A scene from another
multinational exercise? One could be
forgiven for thinking so, until the unlikely
form of the Second Woarld War Flower
class corvette HMS BLUEBELL is spotied
moving inlo view, passing HMAS
VAMPIRE and HMS CLEOPATRA, before
disappearing from view behind the greai
looming shapes of the balllecruiser HMS
HOOD and the batileship BISMARCK.
BISMARCK and HOOD!? Welcome 10
Task Force 72, a group of radio control
modelling enthusiasts dedicaled 10
recrealing the look and feel of ships of
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By Mike James

the past and present. Many of the group
have no connection with the navy or the
sea, others are current or former navy
persannel, who come from all walks of
life and all ages, united by a love of
ships. The ships riding at anchor are the
expression of their enthusiasm and skill.

Task Force 72 was formed by two
radio control ship modellers, Russ French
and Alan Pew, in 1994. Bath had been
building ship models for many years but
were nol really aware of others building
in the same scale unlil a chance meeling
al the Vieinam Velerans/Naval Asso-
ciation Conference at Coffs Harbour in
Oclober 1994 led 10 the idea of searching
oul more 1/72 scale model builders Over
the next few months Alan and Russ
became aware of other modellers
building in 1/72 scale, most members of
various model clubs across Australia.
Task Force 72 was thus born.

Why 1/72 scale? When asked. Russ
French replied thal it was a common
scale for aircraft models, making the job
of acquiring the shipborne helicoplers
and aircraft that much easier. In addition

HMAS VOYAGER rests at the buoy

it was a reasonable campromise, well
suited 10 detail but still small enough 1o
be iransported. a 1/72 scale desiroyer
model is aboul 1.76 metres in length,
large enough 10 incorporate detail but
small enough 1o Iransport in the back of a
slation wagon. Smaller ships such as
patrol boats and submarines can easily
be transparted in the back seal or bool of
quite small cars.

The idea of a club dedicated 10 the
building and display of 1/72 scale ships
found an enthusiastic audience,
culminaiing in the first Task Force 72
gathering al Weniworth Falls 1o the wesi
of Sydney in February 1995 with 30
modellers and their ships from NSW and
intersiate. The club cuniinued to enjoy
sirong growth, with the first Annual
Regalla held in November 1995. The
Regalia atracted some 45 ship builders
from across Australia displaying more
than 60 ships. Today, Task Force 72 has
more than 100 members, including one
in new Zealand, who own or have
building more than 200 ships and
submarines.

AUSTRALIA’S OTHER NAVY

The club’s members aperale a wide
variely of ships, from corvetles 1o massive
batileships. The Daring class are well
represented, with VAMPIRE, VENDETTA,
and the ill-fated VOYAGER, several of
them more than once and ai different
times of their careers. Also popular are
the RAN’s destroyer escorls, with
TORRENS, PARRAMATTA, SWAN and
STUART all faithfully recrealed. The new
Anzac frigates are also popular, so much
so that their consiruclion rale is
oulstripping that of the real ships, with a1
least nine building or ‘in the waler’. The
latest building boom seems to be the
American Ticonderoga class of Aegis
cruisers, with almost a dozen cruisers
under consiruction.

The ‘Silent Service' has nol been
forgollen, with several submarines
counted amongst the TF 72 fleel. The
operation of a radio control submarine
has ils own intricacies, making them
rather more complicaled than their
surface brethren. On the other hand the

of detail required is so| h
less and the paint job (basic black)
substantially easier! Included in the
club’s roster are the USS POGY, a
Sturgeon class SSN, USS SEAWOLF name
SSN of the class, and the Collins class
boat HMAS SHEEAN.

When Russ and Alan began building
models in the 1980', there was litile in
the way of parts and finings available,
requiring mosl ilems 10 be made by hand.
Fortunately for other modellers, Alan was
a professional panlernmaker, and made
moulds of his work, allowing easy
reproduciion if required in the fulure.
Aller several other model builders
approached him aboul gelling copies of
hulls or finings, APS Models was formed

HMS |

10 supply the hobby with 1/72 scale hulls
and finings. Today APS offers more than
40 kits, ranging from the ships of World
War 2 such as HOOD and QUIBERON,
through 10 the brand new ANZAC
frigates.

So whal goes into one of these
marvellous replicas. Many are buill
complelely from scraich, using a
cambination of materials including wood
and melal, although this is more common
when building a particularly unusual or
uncommon ship. The mare usual method
is 10 build a ship for which finings and a
hull are already available, commonly
called a semi-ait.

An APS Models semi-kit of HMAS
VAMPIRE as she appears loday al the
Australian National Marilime Museum is
available. The kil comprises a sel of
plans, the 1.7 mewe (67 inches) hull, the
armament of three 4.5 inch lwin lurrets,

OD with COLAC alangside at Darling Harbour

Iwo single and two Iwin 40mm Bofors
guns and the Limbo anti-submarine
mortar. Also included are the funnels,
iwo anchors and their associaled
windlass’, bollards, doors, life rafi
canisters, bulkhead lights, fire hose racks,
gaoseneck and mushraom vents,
ammunition lockers and the ships’ boals.

Additionally, the modeller will need to
acquire the following pans. Two electric
molors, a radio control transmitter /
receiver and associated servo-molors for
the rudders, a speed conlroller, a
rechargeable batlery 10 power the
systems, and a supply of sheels of
modellers siyrene 1o build the
supersiructure, masls, radar’s and decks.
The plans will guide the model maker in
building the supersiruciure and decks
and allaching the fillings, while any
hobby shop will be able 10 advise an the
moslt suilable size engines 10 propel

—_—

HMA Ships ADELAIDE and ARUNTA manceuvre logether
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VAMPIRE at a scale 30 knols, as will
other members of Task Force 72 who are
only too willing 1o help a new ship
builder oul. The time required 10 get a
ship up 1o a perfect replica can be
months, although the model nay bhe
ready for ‘sea tnals’ in a quite short space
of time.

The building of a submarine 1s carred
out rather differently, with the hull
usually purchased as a kit, often direct
from the United States. To allow the sub
to submerge and surface, a ‘plug’
comaining the moltor, radio control gear
and ballast 1anks, is built to fit inside the
hull. This plug can bhe ordered from
Model Submarine Systems Ausitralia in
Brishane, who will build it 10 the
specifications of the modeller’s
submarine The ballast tanks are powered
bv comoressed air which can be easily
refilled, allowing the model 10 submerge
and surface on queue

While many Task Force 72 members

AUSTRALIA’S OTHER NAVY

USS POGY runs on the surface

‘Aerial view of HMS CLEOPATRA with HMS MANCHESTER beyond
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enjoy the ‘hands on’ experience of
building their models, all look forward to
the chance 10 gel logether and display
their handywork. To this end the club
runs several meetings a year, with club
members also taking parl in meetings
organised by other clubs. TF 72 has also
attended several community evenls such
as the Newdastle Harbour Festival and
the ‘Modelmania’ exhibition at the
Australian National Maritime Museum
One major event an the clubs calendar
for 1996 was an appearance al the Royal
Australian Navy's Navy Week - Sydney,
where club members got a close look at
what they jokingly describe as “the 1/1
scale navy”™.

One indication of the high regard that
the club and its members are held, is the
invitation extended by Transfield Defence
Systems, huilders of the Anzac class
frigates for Russ French to antend the
launch of HMAS ARUNTA as their guest.
Russ’ model of ARUNTA drew much

favourable comment, so much so that he
had 10 keep a close eye on il 10 see that il
did not end up as a centrepiece ot
Transfield’s board room or ARUNTA's
wardroom!

Task Force 72 is a group of peuple
dedicated to keeping alive the memory of
those ships of vyesteiday and of
replicating the warships of loday. The
crafismanship obvious in their aliention
10 detail and accuracy is undeniable, but
above all they are committed 1o having
fun. To them, building the <hip is only
part of the enjoyment, the abilily to bring
their hobhy to the public and perhaps
encourage others to join in is the real joy.

Drop them a line, they would love 1o
hear from you.

TASK FORCE 72 can be contacted at
PO Box 840, Sutherland NSW 2232 or
via e-mail al glpack@huich.com.au

TASK FORCE 72 can also he found on
the Internet’'s World Wide Weh ai
www healy.com auw/~-mkearhaskfon €72 html

Navy and the Defence Budget

By Navy Leaguer

Institute, Air Marshal Les Fisher (Chief of the Air Staff) stated

that “with over half the RAAF’s current airframes purchased
hefore 1980, the size of the current projects indicates that the
next 10 years can be truly described in defence acquisitions as
the decade of the RAAF.~

There is little doubt that the RAAF (or, more accurately, the
Australian Defence Force's) aircrafi fleer requires substantial
updating.

This is not only because an unduly large proportion of them
will reach the end of their life of type al ahout the same time

It is because the advance of lechnology imposes a need to
ensure thatl all our fighting aircraft (and all our fighting
equipment) is kept capable of filling their roles in the forecast
hostile environment and meeting the established threat
standards.

In the case of airceaft, the ADF has long needed airborne
early warning and control aircraft, and plans are in hand 1o have
these in service by early (n the next cenlury. New lead-in
fighters are required and have been ordered. New helicopters
have heen ordered for the Anzac frigates. New Hercules
transports have been ordered

There are proposals for Hercules with air 1o air refuelling
capability and for new light tactical transports 10 succeed the
Caribous. Two more Chinook CH-47D helicoplers are being
ordered for the Army. There is a need (and proposals are being
prepared) for reconnaissance, fire support and more troap Il

Spe.lking recenlly to the ACT Branch of the United Services

helicopters tor the Army - up 10 100 additional helicoplers are
forecast.

Mosli of these are high profile projects, with project costs up
1o $A1 hillion and more. Of lower profile, but still at very
substantial cost (in some cases more than the smaller new
aircraft projects), are the major aircraft upgrade programmes.
The larger of these involve the F-111Cs, F/A-18s and P-3C
Orions, all of which should be capable of fighting until 2020
and beyond.

At a lower level, but still at substantial cost, are projects to
acquite new air 10 air and air to ground missiles. It is argued, not
unreasonably, that there is no point in upgrading fighters if they
are nol armed with effective missiles

We do not suggest that any of these programmes are
unnecessary. On the contrary, they are necessary. In the case of
AEW & C at least, the programme is long overdue

Nor do we imply that the RAAF (or, more accurately, ADF)
aircraft are getting an imprudently high percentage of the
defence vole. Over the past decade, the RAN has heen funded
for new Anzac frigates, new submarines, new coaslal
minehunters and other vessels. Al least the first 2 projects are
now pasl their funding peak Looking ahead, the Adelaide class
FFGs and Anzac class frigates are 1o be substantially upgraded.

As with ADF aircraft, the RAN needs, and is being funded for,
a number of lower profile, but still expensive projects. These
include more modern anti-submarine torpedoes, more surface 1o
air missiles, more Phalanx close in weapons systems, the mine

RAAF F/A-18A fighter-bombers iPhoto: RAAF)
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NAVY AND THE DEFENCE BUDGET

warfare systems cenire, new hydrographic ships and so on

There are a number of expensive joinl service projects. These
include the lindalee over the horizon radar project, new joint
force headquarters. the new offices at Russell Hill and the high
frequency communicahons modernisation project

All this 15 nol to suggesl that the 1otal funding tor the RAAF or
RAN is sufficient. For example, funding is insufficient to provide
enough missiles. Stocks of Harpoon anti-ship missiles are
insulficient. The air to ground missiles being bought under
project Air 5398 are sufficient for al training only.

It is argued by the Army that they have been starved of
equipment funds and that their need s (ast becoming desperate.
Although they are receiving new vehicles, these are
insulficiently numerous. For example, the available infantry
mobility vehicles for reserve brigades are allocated in turn to
each brigade for exercises. In the evenl of mobilisation ot all
brigades, there would be insufficient vehicles.

There are enough ASLAVs lor one brigade only. Although
being modernised. Army’s M113 armoured personnel carriers
are old.

The Army 21 programme, with its recognition of the role of
the modern Australian Army, involves new methods of
operations and will require a range of new equipment (in
addition to the helicopters mentioned earlier)

Navy Leaguer has heard Army people say “the last decade was
the decade of the Navy, the one before was the decade of the
RAAF (for the F/A-18s and P-3s) s0 the this time it is Army’s turn”

The looming problem is that the decade 2005 - 2015 will
bring with it massive demands on the Defence capual
equipment budget. The RAAF will want replacements for the
F/A-18s, F-111s, C-130Hs and P-3s.

The RAN will need successors for the FFGs, major upgrades
for the Collins class submarines, successors for the underway
replenishment ships and the amphibious transports KANIMBLA
and MANQOORA. Earlier than than these there will be pressure
for two more submarines.

Army too will have its needs. This major block obsolesence

problem will come at a time when many of Australia’s most
capable strategists lorecast a risk of a significani deterioration in
the regional sirategic siluation.

In his leclure to the USI, Air Marshal Fisher had some
interesting observations to make on types of threat. “As the
RAAF has been shaped to primarily conduct operations for a
large scale conllict, our fulure planning needs 1o question the
weight given to such provocative models of conflict™. The Air
Marshal went on to sugges! thal the ADF should have a role in
countering illegal migration, terrorism and drug traffic.

Major new equipment platforms - ships and aircraft - have
lead times of len years or more. It is impossible 10 forecast
accurately the roles that will be required of a deience force 15
or 20 years ahead. It is even more difficult to forecast the
strategic siluation.

Navy Leaguer concludes thal the current ADF policy of
mainlaining a balanced force, capable of meeting many levels
and types of threat in a wide range of geographic areas, is
sound. Australia must not neglect one major capability to
strengthen another. There should be no “decades of the Navy™,
no “decades of the RAAF” and “no decades of the Army~

If the essential balanced force cannot be achieved within
current budgeltary limits, the defence budgel musi be increased

It should be recognised that. if such an increase is necessary,
a gradual increase should begin well in advance of the

ding block obsol e problem.

To leave the increase until 2005 will not only be too late in
military terms. It would be infinitely more expensive in the
longer term. All this is nol 1o say that the ADF should accept the
“replacement syndrome” principle where under each prece of
equipment is almosi automatically replaced by a more modern
version of itself.

Fundamentally different options should be studied positively.

Examples include a much greater role for unmanned aerial
vehicles, replacing the F-111s with long range sea launched
precision guided cruise missiles and acquiring a comprehensive
range ol defensive sea mines.

Maritime Heritage Tour of England
with Rear Admiral Geoffrey Woolrych
21 June-9 July 1997

Join your tour lcader Rear Admiral Geoffrey Woolrych AO. RAN. Retd, on this comprehensive exploration of England's
long and illustrious maritime heritage. The tour will commence in London with visits to the National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich, The Royal Naval College and the clipper Cuity Sark.
Also included are some of England’s most important ports, maritime centres, Portsmouth, visiling HMS Victory, Plymouth
and its historic association with Sir Francis Drake, Bristol, for its wine trade and then on 1o Liverpool Merseyside, for its
magnificent museums dedicated to the Merchant Navy. There will also be a short cruise on the Manchester Ship Canal, only
one of the many highlights on this tour.
YOUR TOUR LEADER: Rear Admiral Woolrych entered the RAN as a thiricen-ycar-old cadel and served thercin for
forty-one years. His seagoing experience includes several commands and service in most types of ships ranging from
submarines 1o aircrafi carriers. He spent some eight years with the Royal Navy and two ycars with the US Navy. He is a
graduate of the Royal College of Defence Studies in London and was the Australian Naval Representative in the United
Kingdom. As an Admiral he held postings as the Chief of Naval Development, the Deputy Chief of Naval Siaff and the
Ausiralian Maritime Commander.

TOUR INCLUSIONS:

« International air travel on Singapore Airlines from Sydney to London return,

with the option of cxtending your stay in London. ‘ TOUR PRICE:

* 16 nights accommodation in 3-4 star hotels while on tonr, including breakfast Per person, twin-share §6.300
daily and other meals. L:ind only, twin share $4.190
« Sightseeing excursions and coach iransfers. Single supplement $540

« All applicable entrance fees are included.
ALUMNI TRAVEL
100 Clarence Street, Sydney NSW 2000 Ausiralia « GPO Box 1368, Sydney NSW 1043 Australia
Phone: (02) 9290 3856 « Fax: (02) 9290 3857
Worid Links Education Pty Ltd. trading as Alumni Travel ACN 003 444 648 Lic. No. 2TA003088
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'The Navy’ Revisited

In 1998, The Navy, the Magazine of
the Navy League of Australia, will
celebrate its 601h year of publication. For
the remainder of 1997 we will feature
pages from various earlier editions, in
this issue, April 1949, April-May 1962
and February-March-April 1967. The

1949 magazine featured well known
warlime arlist Frank Norton who
provided a regular series titled ‘Seas,
Ships and Sailors’. In the 1967 edition,
the new Australian White Ensign {AWE)
was described to readers. The AWE was
introduced to the RAN on 1s1 March

1967 and recently celebraled its 301h
anniversary.

{The editor would be keen to hear
from readers and members of the Navy
League who possess copies of the
magazine from 1938 for possible
inclusion in this new seclion.)

Th Navy, April- une 1997 19



THE NAVY REVISITED

BYARTED &Y i
Bange BAasric e r,
108, WHER ME BORKT A
DISCARDCL) SHif CHEASRY
A .QAD PROST
WITS FIRGT WO rAlk
I 1RGO Wi, FLEET

8o BHIPS, OO FFICERS
OO0 MEN

« 1BED Banes DIED
4 LiveapooL. ' 00ss -#0usE
UTTERLY OESTITUTE 4

HERE wAS BEEN A
RLAND N THE BRITISH
ON ANO OFF. FOR 700
L — e OLOBST NaME
ANY S P IN THAT,
Yy OTerFR FLEAT
SENT HOLOER 15 A DES-
ehHe 16M4 OF THE NAME

GORES JEry,
, ,

LOADI IS NOOL A”
DO-MILE BEACKH
NW AUS RALIA
MERELY ANCHORED
CLOBE M AT
WIGH LATER
AN LA F R
Oy L.AND avY oW
WATER

THCR Q98

Bouno rrom Bermuoa 20
Maotica en rowde To THE MEDmee
RANEAN £ GO F' LUNURY YACKHY

“LA DAHAMAT
WAS FOUND A84N00NED IN MID
Anannc IN AuGUST, 1935 Six
PERSONS WHRE WINOWN TO HAVE
BEEN OMNBOARD CAMEN SuE JAILED.

BOARD WERE VOMEN'S CLONES

0 The Navy, April-june 1997

The Navy

THE NAVY REVISITED

iuToR

P2
g

The Navy, April- une 1997 21



THE NAVY REVISITED

Navy

The Navy, April- une 1997

NEW ENSIGN FOR R.A.N.

Finm 19t March, 967, the arw Emign for the Royal Amstrallen |
HLMLA, Shigs and EstaMizhasents
The new cnvign mnlmm 10 1wo

I n a0 cnugn which embodies
the mam features of 1he traditomal
Brinh White Frugn — the Unson
Flag in the upper corner and the
white hackground

In place af the Red Si. George™
g ded

@ia umon wih Fngland. w0 their
croues wete added la ihe small
Si. Georga's Croms unal the Umon
Flag n i form evolved.
These moddficat

o Ihe upper corner.

As with squadrons. w0 with Ad-
who were appointed Rear
. Vice Admital or Admiral
of the Red. or of the White, or
of 1he Blue. The wdividual
of the Admiral’s Squadion or
ion he
same cobou¢ as the Admural. Ships
service ware (he red.

HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND ON THE
WHITE ENSIGN
In 1825 it war comedered neces
sary to donngunh for iactical rea-
swome. the cenife, van and rear
squadroms of Faglish baitle feety

corner
the white cmign af the three was
1pt 10 he confuned with the French
Nisnnal Calour. which ai thas
lime ako had 2 whie ficld. and
with the Flag of Des
in fact was rdentic

ihe White Fnvi n remove the
source af confution.  Au the other
wounines af 1he Briinh liles came

1987

on
which was 1he swenior emign.

In ibe course of lime the need
lo didinganh 1he different quad.
roms for 1acixcal reasans disappeared
and the complication of the various
uniis in one fieet wearing differen:
enugrs itmelf hecame 2 hwndeance.
Moreover the French Revolution
hroughi a change in thal couniry's
fag —- Ihe ircolour — and thin
onfuved in 1he
both the red
he!

e
mander (0 order only ome emign
10 he worn_ and the
mally selecied  Thes. 3
af 1the Nile in [798 (he
ships wore White Frsigay, .||nn..,n
Sit Horatio Nelwn was in fact
Rear Adoural of 1he Blue At
the Buiile of Traf: Lard Nel-
Vice Adeural af the While
ipn woee the White En.
hough thow in Loed
00d's Squadran would new
mally nm worn the Blue Fasign

™ Navy

la 1864, just over a cemlury ago.
1 was decrded 1hai (hree enugm
were unnecesary and 1he white
was selecied for the excluve ue
. The Blue Ea

for we by other
Merchant ships.

When the Royal Auuralan Navy
way founded n 1909 the questson
of ihe selection of the enugn 1o
he ficwn by Awuralian shipn was

ing of unwon hetween
naval forcer and the
and would show ikl o n desired
to afler the new Dominion sh'pa
a full share in the herilnge of the
Brimh Navy~  Aocuirzlian Mite-

trn  considered that  Audtrlan
ships should By either th: White

wme monihe of dis

Anally sgreed thet Aw

would fly the White
"

Flag n the urper canion a1 the
hoat and (he white haclarmand. 1n

Freinh Flae. Iht
Aare dencte an
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HMAS VOYAGER,
Her First Far East Tour of Duty

A recollection from the flag deck

ery early on a bleak morning in
VSeplembe' 1957, along with other

fellow ordinary Signalmen fresh
out of the Communication School in
HMAS CERBERUS. | waiched a ship’s
boa! pull away from the side of a siately
warship at anchor in jervis Bay, and head
for shore. My companions and 1| had
been iravelling for iwo days and nights
by train from Cerberus in Vicloria, and
although tired, were excited and a litle
apprehensive.

The boatl coming ashore 10 pick up
fresh milk, belonged 10 the Daring class
destiroyer HMAS VOYAGER. We had
been insirucied 10 be on the wharf in
time 1o hiich a ride back 10 VOYAGER,
the newest ship in the RAN at the lime,
and a ship thal was 1o be our home for
just short of two years.

It was, as could be expecled, all a
linlle daunting at first. Bul with the
confidence, and also the arrogance of
youth, we went aboul completing the
joining ship’s company procedures and
finding our way around a ship. That to
me signified many of the reasons why |
had joined the Navy in the first place.
Later that morning, standing on the flag
deck as the ship weighed anchor and got
under way for exercises, those reasons
were reinforced.

VOYAGER was the first of three
Daring class destroyers 10 be built in

Australia, and at the time, was a
technological marvel. Even the old hands
dmitied they were impi d with the
ship’s offensive sirengih in main arma-
ment and anli submarine capabilities.
The operations room alone was, to a new
chum like me, something out of the
Wizard of Oz.
The only feature not liked by the ‘old
salis’ was the cafeteria type messing for
the ratings (as we were then described!).

Our companion, HMAS WARRAMUNGA

Other ships of the Navy at the time {with
the exception of the carriers
MELBOURNE and SYDNEY) had facilities
for eating in the mess decks themselves,
and as a consequence, carried cerlain
vicluals in the mess decks, like bread,
milk, tea and coffee. VOYAGER was also
different in that it was fitted out with
bunks, and accordingly our hammocks
{atl the time issued 10 all ratings) were
stowed ashore and not carried on draft
with one’s seabag.

VOYAGER's caplain at the time was
Captain ‘Buster’ Crabb, a big man in
every sense of the word. He was
immensely proud of his new ship and of
his ship’s company. As a signalman |
spent a greal deal of lime on the bridge,
and | got 1o know our ‘skipper’ very well.
| doubt the Navy could have appoinied a
better capiain 10 command its new pride
and joy. Capiain Crabb was a fierce and
enthusiastic represeniative for a new
Daring class, as many a journalist of the
time will confirm.

Afier a series of work up exercises in
the Jervis Bay area, the ship returned to
Sydney for a refu, prior 10 leaving for an
eight month tour of duly with the Far East
Stralegic Reserve in |anuary 1958. She
was in company with the Tribal class
desiroyer WARRAMUNGA, a WWII
veleran.

After a very hard week storing and
ammunitioning ship, we said our
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lackstay tran<fer with HMAS WARRAMUNGA

tarewells and then with cries of ‘let go
torward and aft!’ sailed a1 last, for what
promised to be a great adventure

VOYAGER and WARRAMUNGA must
have presented a fine sight sading from
Garden Island that January morning. With
hoth ships ‘neat as new pins’ and the
ships’ companies “cleared lower deck for
leaving harbour’, we left Sydney Harbour
in column, with VOYAGER in the van
We made a turn to port after we had
gained some seaway, and then up the
east coast enroute for Singapore. our base
tor the next nine months. The cruise
schedule was to take us two weeks, with
refuelling stops at Cairns and Darwin.

That first trip up the east coast of
Austrahia left many fond memories
Everything was, of course, new to me. To
be going overseas in 1958 was an
adveniure that really was only in the
province of those with means. It was
certainly one that my mates from civilian
Iife could then only dream of.

The passage through the Whitsunday
tsland stood out as one of the highlights
of the journey up the east coast. It was
carnied out on a day thal must have been
especially ordered. The colour of 1the
land, sea and sky were true piclure
postc ard material

Halfway through the passage the
Yeoman of Signals (almost God 10 a your
Ordinary Signalman), called the flag deck
from the hridge and instructed me 10
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Signalters on the bridge

focus a telescope on an island in the
group. The island was the habital of a
cerntain retired naval officer whose
penchant for signalling passing naval
ships was well known. Sure enough we
received a flashing light signal tha
simply said ‘Good hunting’. | never ever
did find oul the identity of the retired
naval type, bul | gathered he was well
known to the skipper and certain senior
officers.

From Cairns the cruise was quite
wonderful. We were in the 1ropics and
the Great Barner Reel. truly the swifi of
dreams Flying fish became common
sipht as they flew across the waler,
skipping off our bow and stern wakes
Water snakes and turtles were also seen
in some numbers, along with the
accasional manta ray and shark. The
colour of the sea changed from a dark
inky blue into more turquaise, and then
even green as we proceeded further
north.

At the very 1op of Australia we
rounded Cape York. | remember thinking
at the time that | had come a long way
away from my home town of Adelaide,
nol only in a physical sense, hut
emotionally and intellectually as well.

On then, across the Arafura Sea 1o
Darwin, hoth ships leaving mile long
wakes in the beautifully calm sea.
Darwin Harbour in Januarvy 1958 siill
bore witness to the air attacks on it in
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1942, and later in 1943, with several
hulks of sunken ships dotting the harbour

As | was to quickly learn, refuelling
points like Cairns and Darwin, whilst not
affording the apportunity of shore leave,
did mean mail. Mail was essential for the
morale of people serving away from
families and loved ones for any length of
time My time a1 seas demonsirated time
and time again, the effort put in by the
Navy and Post Otfice to ensure ships
received mail al every opportunity.

From Darwin il was on lo Singapore
The passage 100k us across the Timor Sea
and then through the beautiful Lombok
Straits in the Flores Sea. At that time our
relationship with Indonesia was
somewhat uncenain, and. as a
precaution, VOYAGER and
WARRAMUNGA went 10 ‘cruising
stations’ for the passage. As the ships
passed through the straits, the 1sland of
Bali was on our pon side, Lombok on the
starboard. Now, Bali is a popular haoliday
destination tor many Australians, an
inconceivahle nation an that sunny
morming, all those years ago.

We were nearing the Equator when
WARRAMUNGA requested permission to
stop. 10 correc1 problems with one of her
engines. Both ships sat abreast of each
other for about two hours, uniil the
problem was fixed. Through binoculars,
11 was plain that WARRAMUNGA's
skipper (a favourite with our «kipper) was
geiting agilated and hegan pacing the
bridge. In his great team style, Busler’
Crahh sent a signal of comfort and made
light of the delay.

The real fun however, started when
WARRAMUNGA signalled she was ready
to proceed. With hoth ships abreast of
each other, they were basically on the
starting line, stopped dead in the water.
Then VOYAGER hoisted 1he flag signal 10
proceed at 14 knots. Like a couple of
dragsters at the stop hghts, both skippers
now wanted 10 prove who had the best
‘pick up’. The ‘Munga’. as she was fondly
known, might have bheen of another era
and not equipped with anything like the
technology of VOYAGER. was however,
built for speed - a feature typical of the
Tribal class. Despite the enthusiastic
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urging of all of us on the hridge, it was
Munga’- day by a mile! She was a fast
ship with beautiful lines, and that
moment of her working up to speed is
torever elched in my memory.

By now | had seitled well in the ship’s
daily ‘at sea’ routine. A lol of it was hard
work and long days. Up at 0555 every
morning, with the first task of the day to
scrub the wooden deck of the bridge and
then 1o polish the brightwork. | was one
of two ‘daymen’ - many a day we were
still on deck at 2200 hours. To top it off,
as one of the most junior members of the
ship’s communication branch, it seemed
like | was to blame for anything and
everything that went wrong! | was to
learn later, that this was the lot of
Ordinary Raltes in all depariments on
board, there was little we could do about
it. | later realised it was Navy's way of
making sailors out of us.

It was inconceivable that a brand new
ship like VOYAGER, with so many new
chums in the crew, was going to cross the
Equator quietly. With great fanfare and
the sounding of portable foghorns, King
Neplune’s messengers arrived on board a
day or so before we were due to cross the
line’. They advised the ship’s company
of certain ceremonies that were 10 he
carried out to appease King Neplune, and
if performed in accordance with all the
ancient traditions and the King’s pleasure,
the ship’s good passage would be
allowed to continue. We were informed
the alternatives would be just too terrible
1o contemplate!

When 1he day of the crossing arrived,
a canvas pool was rigged in the waisl,
and Neptune’s court assembled close by.
Thase of us who had never crossed the
line hefore were “duly initiated’ by being
thrown somewhal unceremoniously into
the pool after being presented to King
Neptune and his terrifying, motley gang
of assistants.

HMAS VOYAGER

The destroyer’s medical officer being transferred to the Kiwi cruiser BLACK PRINCE

Actually, we Ordinary Sailors got off
pretty lightly. The real fun was when
cenain senior officers and the chief
coxswain received their sentences and
subsequent punishmeni. This included
the Engineering Officer and the Captain,
but the highlight was seeing the
Communications Officer receive his
‘punishment’. This was real justice in my
mind!

The way everyone joined in on the
fun and accepled the fiendish indignities
some had to bear, was testament to the
high morale and comradeship that had
developed in the ship since we had left
Sydney almost two weeks before. But that
was not all. Apant from being a happy
ship, we were now an efficient one as
well, and looking forward to showing the
Poms a thing or iwo when we joined
them in Singapore.

Our arnival in the Singapare Naval

Transfer of stores from RFA FORT CHARLOTTE

Dockyard was one marked by a splendid
Naval Ceremony. A Rayal Marine bank
greeted us on the whari, as did several
senior Royal Naval officers keen to see at
first hand the latest addition to the
Australian Navy.

My first impression of the Naval
Dockyard was it’s size. Alongside various
wharves were an aircraft carrier, two
cruisers, three destroyers and several
smart looking frigates. From memory, |
think there was also a selection of Royal
Fleel Auxiliary vessels including a lanker.

We were 10 sprnd some time in this
dockyard in our ¢ight months tour of
duty, but as rating., we never really felt
rlose 10 those of the RN, so we kept 1o
ourselves quite a bit, particularly when
ashace on leavs .

Relieving the two Ausiralian
destroyers due to return home { | think
they were the Battle class ANZAC and
TOBRUK), VOYAGER and WARRA-
MUNGA were now part of the Far East
Strategic Reserve. Qur immediate boss
was the RN's Flag Officer Number Two
Far East Station (FO2 FES) wha at the
time flew his flag in one of the cruisers.

As parl of the FESR it was iniportant
that we were fully worked up and ready
for any job that may be asked of us. We
found ourselves at sea again after onlv a
week alongside. We were aware of the
then political sensitivity of the region and
undersiood that we could be called upon
1o provide hoslile support at any time.
‘Buster’ Crabb was determine we would
nol be found lacking if this evenl were
ever lo arise, so all exercises were carried
out in a very professional and enthu-
siastic way.

After only a few weeks on the station,
VOYAGER was a very efficient ship. The
communications branch had received
several ‘well dones’ from our counter-
parts in the RN, whilst gunnery and other
parts of ship had also demonsirated their
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high levels of efficiency and
effecliveness

We spent Iwo glorious days at Tioman
with WARRAMUNGA. Both ships’
companies took advantage of the break
in the exercise routines and went ashore
to swim and relax on the beach. The
ships’ cooks sel up a great barbecue
ashore, and with our beer issue, we made
the most of il, before we were due 1o get
into the real hard business of the coming
SEATO exercises due to commence in a
couple of weeks.

HAAS MELBOURNE and other uniis
of the Austrahian fleet. including
VOYAGER and WARRAMUNGA,
together with ships from the UK, USA.
New Zealand. Thailand, Pakistan and
france were assembled in the Bay of
Manila prior 10 the commencement of
the SEATO exercises. Shore leave,
granted prior to the commencement of
the exercises, gave us the opportunity of
experiencing the hospitality of the people
of Manila.

The SEATO exercise was very
demanding, and we signallers had to
work long, hard hours for two weeks.
Working with the United States Navy for
the firsl time was very exciting. My firsi
impression of the US Navy, and il's one
thai stays with me today, was the
awesome amount of armamenlt their ships
carried and of the design of their ships.

The facilities a1 their big naval base in
Subic Bay were without comparison lo
anything | had previously expenenced. It
was here that many of us ried our firsi
pizza, a then unheard of dish in
Auslralia. Here 100, we could indulge
ourselves with fresh milk flown in daily
from the US.

By now we had been away from
home for aboul three months, with most
of that lime speni al sea on exercises.
Although there had been linle time for
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shore leave, we ODs reckoned we knew
the Far East pretty well We were to find
oul soon just how wrong we were

the ald hands kept telling us to wait
till 10 Hong Kong because we really
hadn't seen the Far Easi. Nothing they
said prepared me for the first visit 1o this
fascinating, exciling place, it’s busiling
harbour, the 1owering hills, the smells,
and above all, 1he people. As a young
sailor ashare 1n Hong Kong for the first
time, 1l was sensational. Here were things
never seen in Australia - transistor radios,
long playing records of the very latest
shows, and books that were unavailable
or even banned back home. Of course
everything was also duly free.

Aifter Hong Kong, we were involved in
more exercises and then visited several
ports in Japan. | enjoyed our limited lime
ashore, sightseeing and purchasing
souvenirs. | fell more of a stranger in
lapan than anywhere else in Asia we had
visiled. The people treated us kindly
enough, but | fell they lacked the
sponlaneily of the Chinese. Our cutrency
al the lime was very strong - one
Australian Pound ($2.00) bought 800
Yen, loday Iwo Ausiralian Dollars will
buy about 180 Yen. As a consequence,
everylhing ashore was fairly inexpensive.
We also thought the local beers were
very good.

By now we were becoming anxious to
return home to Australia. Conditions
below decks, particularly in the forward
mess decks, were inlolerable due 1o the
breakdown of the air conditioning shorly
after leaving Sydney. It was exacerbated
due 1o the inabilily 10 open any part of
the ship’s hull to allow fresh air 10
circulate. The ship’s medical officer had
expressed his concern of the effect on
health and morale these condilions were
having. We also had been working hard,
and it was almost seven months since we

had left home. The married men on
board were understandably keen 10 be
reuniled with their wives and children.

For the firsi time in the cruise | sensed
the morale of the ship’s company had
come off the boil. This was probably 10
be expected, as thoughts were now more
on our relurn to Auslralia

On our way 1o lapan from Hong
Kong, and on the relurn journey, we
made passage through the Formosa Strait
We went 10 aclion statlions on both
occasions. The relationships between
China and Taiwan, while never friendly,
had become quite hostile, with both sides
making threats against each other. There
had even been an exchange of ariillery
fire between the Chinese mainland and
the Taiwan island of Quemoy and Matsu

Our passage through the Sirait was
made in full daylight. Both VOYAGER
and WARRAMUNGA flew large British
White Ensigns - there was no Australian
White Ensign in those days - and had
Auslralian flags draped over the 10p of
the B gun turrets.

As senior officer responsible for the
two ships. ‘Buster’ Crabb wasn'l taking
any chances on a mistaken identity, and
was prepared to retaliate if we were
1aken on. Being closed up for aclion
stations for long hours in the tropics,
dressed in long trousers, boots, shirls with
sleeves rolled down and the balaclava
and gloves of anti flash gear, was very
uncomfortable.

The aimosphere was tense, and made
more so with the appearance of an
unmarked military observation aircrafi,
that decided to check us out during our
southern passage of the Strait. The pilot
perhaps never realised, thal any move on
his part, could have been interpreted as
unfriendly and would have resulled in us
opening fire. By that time, after all the
exercises we had been in, both ships
were prelly good in the gunnery
department.

In fact by now, both ships had worked
up to be very effeciive fighting units. We
had cruised in and about the Indonesian
Archipelago on a few occasions to show
the flag. and were always either at action
stations or in a slate of high aler in case
an incidenl occurred. We were prepared
if necessary, 1o demand our righis to go
about our ‘lawful occasion’.

Afier a few days in Hong Kong we set
sail again far Singapore, the first leg of
our journey home.

More time in Singapore, then
exercises followed. To all our reliefs, we
finally setl sail for home. This time
through the Sunda Siraii, once again at
full alent with the ship at cruising stations.
The story of the courageous batile fought
by USS HOUSTON and HMAS PERTH.
and the fighi for survival of those crew
members who were subsequenily
captured by the |apanese, was in my
mind as we proceeded through the sirait.

Now another love affair was about 10
occur in my life. This time i1 was
Fremantle and Perth that enchanted me.
We had a marvellous time in this, our
first port of call back in Ausiralia. The
locals couldn’t have been friendlier. |
made up my mind, that when the 1ime
came, | would live in Perth, a promise |
kepl in 1966 when | came to the Wesi to
open a branch for a large international
insurance company. | have never wanted
to live anywhere else since.

We said farewell to our Weslern
Australian shipmates who were 1aking
leave, and afier two wonderful days in
the Wesl, set sail for Adelaide.

The passage across the Greal
Australian Bight was very rough. It was a
cold, overcast morning, when the ship
moved up the Por Adelaide river 1o berth
at an oil refuelling wharf to refuel before
moving on 1o the berth allocated further
up river. | was due for seven weeks leave,
and nol wanling 1o delay things any
longer, took my leave of the ship at the
oil wharf, only 10 find when | returned
home, thalt my maither and sister had
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gone 1o meel me in Port Adelaide al the
allocated berth!

Alihough the eight monih tour of duty
was over, il was not the end for me and
VOYAGER. | was to serve in her for
another cruise 1o the Far East and in her
sister ship VENDETTA, and also the Q
class frigate QUEENBOROUGH. before |
paid off. But that's another slory.

A postscript
When VOYAGER and WARRAMUNGA
sailed for the Far Easi 10 represenl
Ausiralia’'s  commiiment  in  the
Commonwealth Siralegic Reserve, they
carried with them 1he fine traditions of
lhe Royal Australian Navy. A Navy then
just on fifly years old. | believe we did
our country and that iradition proud We
had operated with some of the world's
finest navies and were never found
wanling. Indeed, we were ofien an
example in seamanship and efficiency
We were well trained and ready for any
evenluality thal could have presenied
itself to us. On many occasions we found
ourselves in situations that pul us al a
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very real risk and ready for bale if need
be. We accepled thal, because it was our
job. We were also, after all, volunieers!

it remains a disgrace that the
politicians of the time, and | suspecit
some of their senor public service
advisers, didn’l appreciate, or indeed
recognise, the imporlance of the RANs
role in the region or the personal sacrifice
and commilmeni sailors gave willingly 10
serving their ships and couniry. N

Only in recent limes has service in the
Commonwealth Sirategic Reserve finally
been recognised with the issue of the
Australian Service Medal to members of
the RAN. The Army and RAAF personnel
who served in the Reserve were
recognised from the oulsel.

Regretiably, the ex Navy personnel
who served their country so well in those
years, are slill denied access 10 the
repairiation benefils available 10 the
Army and RAAF personnel for their
service. A campaign is now under way lo
gel jusiice for those who served in the
RAN during those times and now find
themselves in need of help.
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tue United States Navv IUSNI and
TUnm-d States Marine Corps (USMOT
operate a large number ot fixed and
rolary wing aircraft. As part ot therr plan
to upgrade the rotary component and
satisfy the services’ needs in the new
century, new helicapters are being
secured and current madels upgraded 10
meet the diverse requirements
Part of this plan is to reduce the
averall numbers of ditferent madels and
the acquisition of the versatile V-22
QOsprey VSTOL (Vertical Short Take Off
and Landing) aircraft from 1999, This
report 1s re-produced courtesy of the
American magazine Rotarv and Wing

SH-60R Seahawk

Ceniral to the United States Navy's new
helicopter master plan is the mod-
ernisation of all Seahawks, the SH-60Bs,
SH-60Fs and HH-60Hs to one standard
model, the SH-60R. The Navy will
eventually convert 157 SH-60Bs, 78 SH-
60Fs and 25 HH-60Hs 10 the R model

When finalised, the master plan will
detail the SH-60R’s configuration and tac-
tical wiility. The consolidation is to incor-
porate the Block Il upgrade plan, which
was proposed years ago for the SH-60B.
then altered to reflect new fleet needs

These priorities shifted from open-
water pursull ol submarines and surface
vessels to operations within the more
confined, littoral waterways. The
submarine threat to carrier battle groups
has receded. so the SH-60R program
aims 10 create a multipurpose, diginally
sman helicopter, capable of operating
with carner or surface-action groups and.

at imes, vutside of combal air pairol
nghter coverage

The Block Il upgrade calls for re-
engineering the SH-60's avionics;
installing an advanced low-frequency
sonar, an inverted synthetic aperture
radar, a FLIR, and an advanced elecironic
countermeasures suite; and making other
growlth improvements SH-60Rs will have
the digital datalink capability now in SH-
60Bs and be optimised for sea-
reconnaissance, anti-surface and anti-
submanne warfare missions

Block 1l re- nanufacture 1s to begin
with low-rate inimal produdiion in 1998,
with all SH-60Rs delivered between 2001
and 2012, Existing SH-60s will also get a
Service Life Extension Program upgra-de
to airframe and dynamic components.

HH-60H

The USN now has 25 HH-60H carrier-
based sirike/combat search-and-rescue
(CSAR) helicopters iwo were lost in
1996). The Navy is assigning two HH-
60Hs per tour-helicapter squadron of SH-
60Fs. It also supports various Special
QOperations activities.

No plans exist to increase the HH-
60H invenlory. Instead, the concept is to
roll its mission into those perforined by
the upcoming SH-60R version. Under the
Navy's new helicopter master plan, the
move to the SH-60R means consohidating
the vertical replenishment (HC), anti-
submarine warfare (HS) and CSAR
communilies

V-22 Osprey
As 1996 ended. the fisst of four new
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engineering, manufacturing and
development {EMD) ‘production
representative’ V-22 QOspreys was poised
10 fly a1 Bell. Progress in 1996 followed
weight and cost goals, with unit recurring
cost now below $30 million. The first V-
22 delivery - to the USMC for training -
is set for 1999,

This pasi June, the Navy and Bell
Boeing signed a $1.35 billion contract for
{ow-rate initial production. This allowed
early purchase of parts for four aircraft,
with optians for follow-on lots of five and
seven aircrafi. In the FY97 budget,
Congress added one aircraft 10 the firs)
production lot, raising it to five aircraft.

In 1995, the Air Force became the
sponsor of a Special QOperations
Command {SOCOM] plan to acquire 50
CV-22s. The Air Force is sharing c-sts of
the CV-22’s fuselage development, while
SOCOM will fund its mission avionics.
These V-22s are additional to the 425 for
the Mar nes.

SH-2G Sea Sprite
Only two <quadrons of eight SH-2Gs
remain in the Navy, both with Reserve
unils.

The SH-2Gs are used for anti-
submarine warfare, but one squadron has
added a mine detection role. The Sea
Sprites will carry the KAMAN Magic
Lantern laser-based mien detector.

Kaman SH-2Gs are entranis in a
number of overseas naval helicopter
compel.i‘ans. At gur presstime, word was
awailed on the helicopter’s chances in
New Zealand, Australia having ordered
eleven SH-2G(A)s in early 1996

CH-46D/E Sea Knight
The USMC have 240 (now vetetan) CH-
46Es and nine HH-46Ds. the Navy
anather 27 CH-46D< and 43 HH-46Ds.
Both branches share 13 utility U*4-46Ds.

The CH-46D°E Sea Knight began
receiving its long-awaited dynamics
upgrade kits in 1996; the first verification
kits are at the Navy's rewark facility at
Cherry Point. NC. The upgrade will
refurbish and replace most components,
shafts, and transmission parts of the CH-
46s dynamics train 1o increase service life
to 2015.

But even while the ‘Phrogs’ awail their
dynamic upgrade. the Navy's new
helicopier Master Plan aims to retire
them. The plan would replace all Navy
CH-465 with Sikorsky CH-60s. The plan
also calls for the Miliary Sealiiy
Command 1o use private coniraciors fos
(nshare and ship-10-ship vertrep

MH/CH-53E

The Navy now has 48 minesweeping
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MH1-53Es and the Marine Corps has 155
heavy-lift/transport CH-53Es oul of the
1otal of 178 required. The fleet is slowly
returning to flight status following a
grounding afi < a fatal crash at Sikorsky
during a pre-delivery flight in 1996.

The model is receiving the uprated
General Electric T64-GE-419 and
modifications 10 i1s transmission, 1ail-
rotor gearbox and dynamics componenis
affecied by the more powerful engine. It
is also to receive avionics upgrades, a
might-vision-compatible cockpit and
crashworthy seats. Studies continue on a
mid hfe upgrade 1that would include
digital avionics and new mission
equipment

AH-1W Super Cobra
Last year the Marine Corps got the nad 10
madernise its AH-1W SuperCobras to a
four-bladed Whiskey (4B\V) conligura-
fion. An engineering, manufacturing and
development contracl with Bell was
signed late last year.

Besides the new rotor, the
modernisation include- two mare missile
stores stations two for air-to-air and four
for air-to-ground anti-armour weapons
such as Hellfire and TOW: a night-vision-
compatible glass cockpit with upgraded
sensors; a longer tailboom for increased
elevator authority; and a beefier, 2,625-
shp fransmission.

The four-bladed main rotor 1s to be a
composite, bearingless design with a
flexbeam hub. It will have a 10,000-hour,
on-condition, service life.

The USMC’s policy is driven by a
need to fund the modernisation before a

large funding wedge - covering all its
helicopter needs - is encountered 1n
around 2010-2020. Meanwhile, Marines
AH-IWs conlinue ta receive the Night
Targeting System (NTS). It will eventually
be fitted to most of the 225 AH-IWs on
order for the Marines. Fleet strength is
currently about 210.

The AH-1W is doing well on the
export market. Turkey, Taiwan and
several unidentified Mideast countries
have ordered it. Romania is to buy 96 of
a varant, the AH-1RQ. a basic AH-1W
airframe with Romanian weapons and
avionics. Taiwan and Turkey ordered the
NTS for their AH-IWs. Taiwan is taking
52 and Turkey wanits 13.

|
|

UH-46D Sea Knight

Commercial Vertrep

The Navy's Military Sealift Command
(MSC) is seeking an off-1the-sheli,
contractor-supplied Fleet Combat Suppon
Helicopter. The contractor would suppon
vertrep, medevac, search and rescue,
arrthead operations and, possibly, Navy
SEAL operations.

The only company 10 participate so far
is Kaman Aerospace, which has
demonstrated its single-seat K-Max on
iwo occasions, the latest being a 1996
tour of duty in the Persian Guli. MSC is
preparing for a third demonsiration, to
hegin in April, this time 10 include
passenger carrying variani

MH-SIF Sea Dragon
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Marine Accidents
In the past several years the writer has
received repurls of invesligahons by the
Marine Incident Investigation Unit of the
Degartment of Transport into “marine
casualties occurnng within the Common-
wealth’s junsdiction”™

The reports have involved an extreme-
ly wide range of mishaps - some at sea
others 1n hatbour, some involving a single
ship (e.g. a tire on board) while others
involve two or more ships (e g an anchor
not holding, causing a ship to drift and
collide with others at anchor in the same
area). When the report is completed the
Minister for Transport 1s first cab off the
rank and his staff usually organises a
media release; this may or may nol
receive publicity in the mainsiream media
depending upon a number of factors
including perceived newsworthiness.

Whalever happens in the media, the
Unil's invesligations always receive alten-
tion in maritime circles as the care with
which the investigations are carried out is
recognised and as usually there are
lessons to be learni or re-learned.

The limits of the Commonwealth’s
junsdichion and authonty to investigate
are far from precise and stem from the
Navigation Act of 1912 and subsequent
amendments. There are all manner of
exemphions and qualifications effecting
the status of vessels and the circum-
stances in which mishaps can be
investigated no matier where they occur
while those effecting foreign flagged
ships require careful judgements to be
made before action can be taken.

Fortunately the quality ot the
Australian Invesugating Unil's exami-
nations and the good relanonships 1t has
established with similar argamisations 1n
other couniries. plus a good measure of
commonsense obviate many of the
problems which may otherwise arise.

Recognition

1a the lanuary-Maich 1996 issue of The
Navy reference was made in this column
10 the ques! for recognition by naval
personnel wha served in ships involved
with the Malaya Emergency in the fifties
and in the Vietnam War prior 10 the
arrival in that country of the main body
of Australian soldiers. A later issue men-
tioned the ever-increasing number of
authorities becoming enmeshed in a
quest that had so far proved fruilless.

‘In Brief’ understands thal some
progress has been made, albeit slight, in
the form of an issue of the Avsiralian
Service Medal 10 the Malavr eterans
but otherwise the paper battle . ntinues.

Al the lime of writing (late February) a
decision is believed imminent, but in the
light of previous experience no-one
seems oplimislic.
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In Brief

By Geoffrey Evans

FAIRSTAR
Among publicanons read by your scribe
15 the UK journal Ship’s Monthly, a very
useful source of information concerning
maritime happenings throughout the
world tincluding reports on navies).

The lanuary issue conlained a five
page article on the liner TAIRSTAR. stated
to be Australia’s favourite cruise ship and
about to be withdrawn by her final
owners, P&O, due 1o wear and tear - ‘old
age' in other words. The following in-
formation is extracted from the Ship’s
Monthly anticle

FAIRSTAR, commenced her career in
1957 as the purpaose-built troopship
OXFORDSHIRE: of 20,586 gross lons,
she had accommxdation for 1000 troops
and 500 dependants. Britain's contracling
overseas commitments together with
advances in air iravel resulled in a very
short career for OXFORDSHIRE as a
irooper and she was laid up in 1962 and
placed on the market.

In the following year the ltalian Sitmar
line acquired the ship on a six-year
¢harter with the option of purchase and
after an extensive refil-rebuild might be a
more appropriate word - she was
purchased outright by Sitmar, renamed
FAIRSTAR and placed on the UK-
Australian run; she had accommodation
tor 1868 passengers 1in one class and was
manned by a crew of 460

Unitil 1970 a majority of FAIRSTAR'S
UK-Australian passengers were British
migrants (Sitmar had an Australian
government conltract), the ship occasion-
ally cruising oul of Sydney between line
voyages ‘Homeward Bound' - a lerm
usually used in the heyday of liner travel
- the ship carried Ausirahans ‘doing’
Europe

Displacement of sea by air travel
resulted (n FAIRSTAR departing the UK
for Australia in 1974 and for the next 23
years cruising out of Sydney - in the later
years as a P&O owned ship, although
relaining her name and ltalian officers
and dining room staff.

A remarkable record and reputalion
for any ship

Unification/Integration
When the Whitlam government em-
barked on re-orgauisation of the armed
forces in the seventies the fashionable
word was ‘integration’ butl not ‘unifica-
tion' as applied 10 Canada where defence
reorganisalion had started earlier and was
nol meeling with many problems.

Over the twenty or so years the RAN,
Army and RAAF have been ‘integraling’ -
a vinlually continuous precess — the
structure of the individual Services has
naturally changed considerably as more
and more authorily has moved 1o the
central headquarters.

Of concern W many is what appears
to be the diminished status of the Service
Chiefs. For example, in the past the Chief
of Naval Staff (*First Naval Member and
Chief of Naval Staff* in pre-integration
days) was apart from seniority in rank,
the unquestionea lurd and master of the
RAN - al least lo everyone in uniform -
and his nfluence on guvernmenls was
not 1o be disregarded

Nowadays, with officers of equal rank
in defence headquarters, numerous other
flag officers and reduced facilities at his
disposal, the Chief of Naval Staff (or
Chief of Navy as he is now litled) is not
nearly so prominent as his predecessors
were no malter how able he may be

One wonders how close to the once
disc redited unification we have come.

New Zealand
The reported statement of the Prime
Minister while in New Zealand earlier
this year, that the defence budgetl would
be ‘quarantined’ from expenditure culs in
the torthcoming Federal Budget, is open
1o various interpretations.

Gne view is that if factors such as
intlation are not 1aken nlo account, in
real terms funds already allocated will
have to be siretched further to achieve
the same results. In effect, a reduction in
defence spending.

THE FIRST DESTROYERS
By David Lyon
Published by Chatham Publishi
The Old Piano Factory,
48 Hoxton Square, London N1 6PB,
United Kingdom
Reviewed by Ross Gillett

Chatham, 1he recently formed London
based naval publishers, has released the
first book in its new ‘Ship Shape’ warship
series.

The 128 page hardcover book covers
the Royal Navy's turtleback tarpedo boat
destroyers (TBDs) of the 1890s. From the
outset, author David Lyon stales “this
book is not a complete history of these
early desiroyers, though it is, | hope, a
step in that direclion™. According to him,
the book is a story told by quotation from
the main series of lechnical documents of
the Royal Navy, and supplemented by the
records of the Thornycroft building
company and the National Maritime
Museum

The resultant book, The First
Destroy 'rs, is a combination of in-depth
narrative, data tables, detailed pers-
pective and cutaway drawings and
technical appendices. David Lyon has
presented all of this information via a
development chapter and separale
sections devoted 10 all of the builders of
the TBDs in the Uniled Kingdom.
Additional chapters are devoted to the
boats in service and finally, comparisons
with contemporaries in foreign naval
service.

Mosi of the illusirations come from
original or even glass plate negatives and
have reproduced very well. An unusual
bonus with the book is the set of folding
plans for HMTBO VELOX in 1904, safely
attached 1o the inside back cover.

The First Destroyers is a professionally
produced book from a growing maritime
publishing house. Highly recommended.

THE NAVY - DAY BY DAY
Histaric Naval Events in Australia
and Abroad
By Lew Lind
Reviewed by Greg Swinden

Shorily before his death in 1994, Lew
Lind submitied his revised manuscript for
The Navy - Day by Day 10 Kangaroo
Press. This book is essentially an updated
version, including events up to 1994, of
Lew Lind’s 1982 Historic Naval Events of
Ausltralia Day by Day (published by Reed
Books) and the revised edition The RAN
- Historic Naval Events Year by Year,
published again by Reed Books in 1986.
The Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral
Taylor states quite carrectly in the
Foreword thai the work is a ‘meliculous
and painstaking research’ and thal ‘many
Australians, not least those in the Navy,
have found cause 1o refer 10 Lew Lind’s
book in :he cause of their work or in
moments of reflection’. The Navy Day by
Day, and its predecessors have become
the standard 1ext of Australian Naval
history. Most people who wish to know
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about Ausiralia’s Naval history will turn
10 Lew Lind's books rather than wade
through the lengthy pages of the Official
Hislories.

In many cases the information in The
Navv - Day by Day has been gleaned
from dozens of other books and hundreds
of magazines and journals. As a general
history of the Royal Ausi slian Navy it
has no equal.

The final manuscript was checked by
Mr Vic Cassells (author of For Those in
Peril, also published by Kangaroo Press).
The book is a hardcover, is well
illusirated with several black and white

hotographs and bly ir ive
at $49.95. The book is set out in an easy
to read style with the events listed on a
day by day basis rather than year by year
as the 1986 version was. Both styles have
distinct advaniages and disadvanlages
and perhaps in the fulure this texi could
become a wo volume affair with one
listing evenis on a daily basis and another
by year. There is also an extensive index
to assist the reader or researcher find the
event or personality they are looking for.

Lew Lind’s book 1s not meant 10 be a
comprehensive history of the RAN. If you
want that then go 10 the Official
Histories, individual ship histories or wait
until 2001 when the history of the RAN
in the Twenlieth Century should be
published. Instead it is an excellent
general guide to the history of the RAN
and Naval events involving Australia.
Many a Naval historian has used Lew
Lind's books as the first siep on therr road
to further research.

The only problem | have with 1he
book is some quile poor proofreading
which allowed several spelling etrors 10
creep in as well as a few errors of faci tie
page 20 HMAS CANBERRA is a Guided
Missile Frigate not a Destroyer). Apart
from this The Navy - Day by Day is an
excellent book and a worthy Iribute to

the late Lew Lind.

It is a musl have for the Naval
Historian and those interesied in our
Naval history. Hopefully in a few years
time someone will 1ake it upon
themselves 10 further update this
excellent book.

AUSTRALIAN SEAPOWER
Destrayers
Photofile No. 5
Published by Topmill Pty Lid, 102
Vicloria Road, Marrickville, NSW, 2204
Pages 72, 145 photographs including 16
in colour
Reviewed by loe Siraczek

The latest in the series of Seapower
booklets from the Sydney publisher
Topmill is Destroyers, a piclorial history
of the t1orpedo boats and desiroyers 1o
have served in the Royal Australian Navy.

The story begins in the late 19th
century when both Australia and New
Zealand manned small 1orpedo boats.
Two first class and six second class craft
were aclive with the Ausiralian colonies
and a further four second class boals in
New Zealand.

Afier the formation of the RAN in
1911, the service would acquire eleven
classes of destroyers, with 39 ships flying
the White Ensign. During these nine
decades, the size and role of the
successive classes changed as each new
type was commissioned.

Destroyers describes and illustrates all
of the ships, from the first 700 ton River
class, completed 1910 10 1916, up 1o the
4,500 10n Perth class missile destroyers of
1965-67. Of the 53 Australian and New
Zealand desiroyer type warships, the
book covers the 14 built in Sydney, three
in the United States of America and 36 in
various shipyards in England and
Scotland.

Dependani upon the era of Australian
naval history the desiroyer force sailed
through many highs and lows of
effeciiveness, numbers in commission
and tolal war service. From a busy birth
and subsequent global duties during the
Greal War 1914-18, the RAN destroyers
began a low period of aclivity from the
mid twenties until the late thirlies. The
most aclive eras were between 1939 and
1946 (18 ships) and from the lale 1950s,
with both the Baitle and Daring class
(five ships) in service. Numbers remained
fairly constant after the retirement of the
two Baliles, then remained ai six after the
delivery of the three Perth class in 1965
and 1967. .

A highlight of the book is the quality
of the photographic sections, with many
new views of the ships published for the
first time. Each of the classes is presented
in a chronological formal, describing the
historical highlights and principal
technical aspects of the ships, with a
table of overall dats at the close of the
book.

Like the earlier books in the series,
D yers is highly recc ded 10 all
readers. The book s available from most
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newsagencies or can be ordered direat
tsom the publisher phone (02) 9565
1266
NAVAL AVIATION IN
THE FIRST WORLD WAR -
ITS IMPACT AND INFLUENCE
By R D. Layman
Published by Chatham Publishing
Reviewed by Ross Gallen

First released 1in the United Kingdom in
late 1796, the well respedcied naval
aviation historian K. 0 Layman has
produced a very detailled account ot all
aspects ot naval aviation dunng the
world war between 1914 and 1918

22”What

The ‘What is a ... * navy peaple series
and the follow-on articles to be
published in subsequent issues of The
Navy Magazine were originally written
in late 1950s. The set of eight were re-
discovered in Canberra by the Naval
Historian, Mr Joe Siraczek and
forwarded onlo the Navy League for 1he
enjoyment of all readess of The Navy.

Admirals come in tous distinat classes
REAR. VICE, FULL and even FULLER.

The REAR class, ot course, 1s at the
bottom Following this 1s the VICE
Admuiral FULL Adanrals are those who
have got passed the stage of having a few
Pink Gins hetore dinner. The FULLER
Admuras is Higher than a FULL Admural.
The [ LER Admural towers He sees all
HE 18 absolute. HE is all poweriul. He 1<
All Mighty. It 1s only 1the weight o1 hi
hraid that holds him on eanh

The waord ‘Admiral’ 1s Arabic (amir al)
and means ‘Commander ol the Sea’.
What 1s an Admural? Well, this is hard to
say. An Admiral is many things. But
above all he is never wrang, but always
nght.

Some Admirals are unusual. Example
The Admural’s barge came alongside the
ship There was something ot a lop on the
water and, as the Admiral stepped on 10
the gangway, the harge gave a lurch, and
he was almost jerked nto the sea. A
young seaman standing on the lower
platiorm put out a hand and steadied 1he
Admiral. The Admiral hurned up the
Rangway, returned the salute awaiting him
on the quarterdec k, and rushed up to the
Captain. His face white with range, his
whale bheing bristling with ire, 1the Admural
could harely gasp the wards ~ That man™ -
pointing down the gangway 10 the young
seaman - " He fouched me”!

And then, of course, there is the story
about the ship that had been ngorously
cleaned for Rounds. Whilst a cavalcade
of Depantmental Heads well dressed in
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The detailed index an the rear o1 the
book provides enough evidence of the
degres 10 which Layman has researched
his 1opic. The current work follows other
studies by the author, including
Shipboard Aviation 1783-1914, The
Amalgamation of Big Guns and Arrcrant
and The Development of Aviation Vessels
1849 1922

In the current work, the author
provides detailed descriptions of the
many notable aircratt events a1 sea
togeher with some ot the lesser known
aspects including, Russian seaplane
operations 10 the Black Sea the world's

tirst “carners sinke 1orce’ and the role
played at Gallipoh by naval aviation
Untortunately 1or the Royal Australian
Navy. the baok only gives scan? attention
to the deeds of the Fleet's adventures
with the vanety of Sopwith bi-planes in
HMA Ships AUSTRALIA. BRISBANE.
SYDNEY and MELBOURNE

Naval Aviation in the First World War
provides a detailed ongin of those 1orces
which up 10 the current day, sull
dominate sea wanare upon the world’s
oceans. Recommended, but espeaially
for the naval aviation enthusiast

is an ... Admiral”??

the:rr very hest wanted on  the
Quarterdedk, the Captain called on the
Admural to let him hnow all was ready for
Rounds. The Captain was amazed 1o find
the Admural waiting in his shooting
clothes

I thought you were going Rounds,
sie” - stammered the Captain.

“Sa lam”. growled the Admiral. “The
ship's like a smpe marsh™!

But the hest story - telling what an
Admiral really is dates back some 30
years. On Christmas Day, 1929, the
REVENGE .flying the flag of a Vice

Admiral. lay a1 her buoy in the Grand
Haroubr a1 Malta. The order had gone
out that Otticers” wives and families
cauld join their mentolk at church: and,
sa it came about that the younger son ot
the Staft Oficer (Operations) was sitting
with his elder brother and his mather on
REVENGE's quarterdeck waiting for
church to stan

it had been o wonderful morning for
the hoys. First, the opening of their
presents, and now the excitement, not
anly of going on board the spotless
battleship, but o1 1aking part with the
ship’s company in their Devotions.

The mass of humanity tghtly wedged
together in a hallow square on the
quarterdeck suddenly hushed as the
Admiral’s head appeared at deck level,
tollowed by his tall, stately body garbed
in ghtiening unitosm rising from below.
Children held their breath as the superh
appantion walked to his place

On haisting s flag, the Admural had
summoned the Chaplain and given him a
list of six Hymns. "I dislihe these
Hymns™, he said, “they are never 1o be
sung while my flag is tlving™.

On this morning, bv some mischance,
one o1 the ‘hanned” Hvmns was
announced. The Admiral instanily and
iretrievably lost his Chrisimas spirit. He
flung his Hymn book on the deck with a
resounding thump and looked, as only he
could look, as if a nasty smel! had risen
under his nose.

After the Service, wives and children
were suitably entertained in the
Wardroom and eventually the boys made
their way home, where the Staff Officer’s
Nannie was all agog to hear how the
children had enjoyed themselves

“And do you know, Nannie”, the little
three-year old boy said, “at church today
on the big ship, God threw his Hymn

bhook away™!




Ve o the tonsard deck of the 1TSS 1St
Heven CH 40 yes Arughts are parked on the starboard ade with
three Cobra attack hehopters and two UH TN fraquonns.
O the 1ar bett noone C H-3 38 and another (CH b belicopler
Sewne of the Marine s vehiches are absa visible

A\BPH Dean Mo orhelle.





