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Who Tells Who To Do What?

Following the government’s decision (o despatch a small naval force 1o join the ships of other
nations in the Middle East several months ago, the question of who was to direct the activities of
the RAN ships when they reached the operational zone arose; the matter received limited
attention by the media and intense attention in the responsible departments of governments.

eciding the d for i armed
forces has as often as not been a cause of friction over the
years, not so much between Service leaders as between

one but subsequently the way the ships were to be used in the
operational zone (the high risk area plus its approaches) produced
reports that indicated political direction was extending too far and
impinging with military expertise and authority. This potential

blem now seems 0 have been resolved and the ships operate

nis.
The legitimate desire of national g 1o d if,
when and how their armed forces are to be used is the main
bling block in bling a viable multi-national force under
uniﬁtd and €5, VAryIng

I d and | elc. are lesser
pmblum that can usually be overcome g-wm time and opportunity
for combined exmueu

Ex di 1 1 devel not least in
communications, nwelr o hl\c increased rather than reduced the
difficulties tated with the - of multi-national forces. In
an award-winning essay titled “Controlling C™ (C* is the acronym for

d, control and ¢ ations) p in the July 1990
edition of the United States Naval Institute’s journal
PROCEEDINGS, Licutenant l'_‘llmmphcr Abel of the LS Coast
Guard writes of ication devel that enable the
President, C-in-C of the Armed Forces as well as the polincal I:ad:r

under rules-of-engagement which take into account both political and
military considerations.

Al the time Viewpoint goes to print the problem of establishing a
unified command in the Middle East has not been solved. At sea, the
movemenis of the ships of the several nations involved have been co-
ordinated while remaining answerable to their respective
governments; this should enable an effective sea blockade to be
maintained. However in the event of war it would appear essential for
the governments concerned to appoint an overall commander for the
large sea, land and air forces gathered in the Middle East; not 1o do so
would surely be a recipe for disaster, Any attempt by individual
governments to restrict the way their contingents were used would
also invile Irwb!-:.

The p lined in the fi st be add — one
ilk:s Io think they are — and solved |f the I..’mu:d Nations
ion is (o become an effective instrument in the preservation

10 communicate almost instantly with ders and i

units thousands of miles away. After making the point that

communications play a pivotal role in the exercise of military

:nmmand Llculcnlnt Abel expresses llle bellcl' lhal msunl

c with i ingly ¢

arrangemenis can have some disturbing consequences:

* A temptation for the Head-of-State 1o depant from his traditional
mt: of making strategic :nd policy decisions and entrusting

ion 1o his instead becoming involved in

and on ion directing the way they are

the detail of P

1o be carried out.

* The adverse effect on subordinates in the chain-of-command
when over-ridden or by-passed by directions from on high — on
their autonomy, ability to make decisions quickly and act
decisively, and on their self-confidence.

* In practical terms, the vulnerahility of electronic communications
1o disruption by an opponent, causing the central command to lose
contact with the operational zone,

It is impracticable in the space available 1o Viewpoint 1o refer to
all the ible of instant ¢ ion and
centralized command that causes the author of €’ concern, nor the
examples he quotes of political leaders intervening in military matiers
at an operational level. In summary, he believes present-day
communication capability must be brought under intelligent control
and used with restraint to avoid weakening the chain-of-command
including the authority of the ¢ Jer on the spot.

Although Licutenant Abel's essay concerns the United States in
particular, it is relevant to Australia and other countries wherein the
Armed Forces are subordinate to civilian authority; it also has a
bearing on the situation in the Middle East today.

The decision by the Australian government (and other
govemments) to deploy a naval force was quite properly a political
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::f world peace,
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From our

Readers

Dear Sir,

Whilst the news that HMAS Stuart is not fo be laid up

for some time is welcome the present and forseeable
strength of the Royal Australian Navy or lack of it must
be a matter of concern to all those to believe that a
strong and efficient Navy is essential for Australia's
security.
Recently HMAS Curlew the last of the Navy's minesweepers was
withdrawn from service and we understand that HMAS Parramatia
will also be laid up on completion of her current commission. In
terms of fighting ships the Navy only possesses twelve ships — five
“River” Class frigates, three DDG's and four guided missile frigates,
The “River” class frigates are now very old and one has been laid up
for years. If the “Stuan™ and “Parramatta” are also to be laid up this
will leave only ten fighting ships to undertake Australia’s maritime
defence.

In this respect the Patrol boats may have a role in coastal
surveillance especially in peace time but would have a limited role in
the event of any hostilities. The submarine force is of course not
suited 1o a defensive role.

The guided missile frigates presently building in Williamtown
seem to be taking an abnormally long time to construct and on
present indications by the time they are i it can be expected
that the last of the “River” class will have gone. If the construction
time of . . . these ships is any guide it can be expected all the DDG's
will be ending their useful life by the time that the planned light
patrol frigates enter service.

Presumably the submarines now under construction will be
replacements for existing submarines rather than an addition 1o the
present sirength.

Thus for all the responsibilities that the Navy must undertake it
will have only ten first line fighting ships and it is most unlikely that
they would all be operational at any one time. These responsibilities
are vast. For a start practically all Australia’s domestic sources of oil
comes from offshore wells — the Bass Strait, the Northwest shelf and
the Challis and Jabiru oil ficlds. Presumably in times of tension or
hostilities these offshore installations would require Naval protection,
as would Port approaches, and merchant convoys apart from
interdiction of any hostile force. How this could be achieved with the
present or forseeable force is difficult 1o envisage.

In both World wars enemy commerce raiders laid mines in
shipping lanes within easy sight of the coast without detection which
caused shipping losses and dlnupuon of the coastal shipping. Today
Australia has no for and 1o 1alk of
taking up “craft of opportunity” for this purpose is merely “pie in the
sky”™.

However if the decreasing number of ships in the Royal
Australian Navy presents a gloomy picture surely the training of
Naval officers must also be worrying. Presumably every young man
(and now woman) joins the Navy with two ambitions — to go 1o sea
and one day 1o command a fighting ship. In the first instance with the
comparatively small number of operational ships the chances of
gelling away to sea must be geuting less and less — and what
proportion of Naval officers are able to achieve command these days?

One has only 1o take a trip or two on the Maaly ferry to observe
the amount of time that Naval ships spend in port. Obviously the time
spent at sea must be reduced dingly. Simul, are an 1l
means of training but are no substitute for the real thing. Perhaps the
joint factors of less time spent at sea and reduced chances of
obtaining command may be the reason why there are so many
resignations from the Service these days.

What of the Naval officer who is fortunate enough to anain Flag
Rank? It would see that every Flag Officer of the Royal Australian
Mavy is shore based these days. With such & small number of ships in
commission now divided into two squadrons between East and West
does a Flag Officer ever get the chance 1o exercise a Fleet at sea in
which the eminent British Naval historian Captain Roskill once
described as the “an of the Admiral”.

It has been stated by various :ulhonl;cs dcf:nc: capabilitics have
been based on the ise of no fi ilities within ten
years but recent Ilmory has shown that when they do occur they
invariably do so at short notice such as the Falklands war, the Gulf
crisis (when a large number of tankers were hit by exocet missiles
and mines were also laid) and now of course the present Kuwait
crisis. Such notice would not enable the Navy 1o acquire additional
resources.

As stated 1 have painted a gloomy picture — but surely i1 is
realistic. It is the interest of all who wish to see a strong and efficient
Royal Australian Navy 1o draw attention 1o the present shoricomings
and to hope that the day is not too far distant when we see that

Service restored 1o its former strength.
Yours faithfully i
ALAN PEARSON M.BLE.

Fairfight 2084 it =
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HMAS PROTECTOR
New Trials and Safety Ship

The Roval Australian Navy's latest acquisition, the new Trials and Safety ship HMAS PROTECTOR
was formally commissioned into the Fleet during an onboard ceremony at the Fleet Base in Sydney
on Tuesday 30 October, 1990

Under the cemmand of LCDR Banyer, the ship is manned by a
odal of four officers and 13 sailors and is ininally based in Sydney

PROTECTOR was built by Elders Prince of Western Australia in
1984 for the now defunct National Safety Council of Australia
(Victoria) as the offshore supply vessel BLUE NABILLA, The ship
was purchased by the RAN for $3 million through brokers acting for
the NSCA (Viciona) liguidators.

One of the initial tasks allotted 10 the new ship is 10 assist in trials
of leased minehunting systems for the MHI project and from the mid
1990s 1o act as an escort during sea tnals for the new Collins class
submarines.

PROTECTOR is fitted with comprehensive position fixing
equipment, a flight deck for a Navy utility helicopier, space for a
manned submersible vehicle (and an A frame 1o launch and recovery
same), two remotely operated vehicles (ROVs), diving equipment,
and a recompression chamber. The ship has a 1op speed of 10.5 knots
with a range of 10,000 nautical miles. She is driven by controllable
piich propellors and 15 fitted with a side scan sonar.

PROTECTOR was selected for naval service from a shor list of
five second hand vessels available locally and overseas, the most
expensive being $6 million. The successful BLUE NABILLA
incorporated more of the features required for submarine trials
support than any other of the contenders, although some
modifications were carried out in late 1990 before the ship began her
trials programme in January, 1991.

In naval service the 670 tonne, 42,7 metre long PROTECTOR
will retain her former NSCA colour scheme of bright orange hull and
red superstructure

The First PROTECTOR

uilt as a cruiser by Wm Armstrong and Company at
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, the 1884 vintage HMCS PROTECTOR
operated with the colony of South Australia up to 1901 when

she transferred to the Commonwealth after Federation.
The ship's onginal and impressive armament included an cight

HMAS PROTECTOR at the Fleet Base, Sydnay, November, 1950
(Photo — Naval Photographic Unit)

inch gun forward, four six inch guns on the broadside and a fifth at
the stern plus four three pounder and five Gatling guns. She was
manned by 90 officers and men. Top speed was 14 knots,

PROTECTOR was integrated into the RAN in 1911 and three
years later was rebuilt with an enclosed bow and fitted with a new
gun armament of 1wo four inch, two 12 pounder and four three
pounder guns. During the early part of the Great War she was
employed as a submarine depot ship and later served as a patrol
vessel, minesweeper and training ship.

From 1921 PROTECTOR acted as a tender at the Flinders Naval
Depot, being renamed CERBERUS on | April. She was finally paid
off for disposal in 1924 {when forty years old) and sold for
conversion to a lighter, named SIDNEY.

In 1943 the former PROTECTOR was requisitioned by the US
Army, but en-route to war duties in New Guinea collided with a tug
off Gladstone. Her hulk was taken to Heron Island and later sunk for
use as a breakwalter, her rusting remains being still visible today

PROTECTOR as BLUE NABILLA, laid up in Port Melbourne, 1990 (Phota — Tim Il)r.l-;
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HMCS PROTECTOR, Port Adelaide, 1905




THE VANISHING ISLAND

by TOM FRAME

Fifty years ago work commenced on the largest engineering undertaking in Australia to that
time. Tom Frame looks at the construction of Garden Island Dockyard and its role today.

g an area

transformation exactly

With the threat of another
Australia was hampered by a shonag Docking facilities. To use
the Dock in Singapore, opened in 1938, would entail ound trp of
8,000 miles from the east coast of Ausiralia which relied in any event
of a damaged ship steaming that far

The Australian Naval Board recommended the construction of a
graving dock despite the enormous cost. As a resull, Sir Leopold
Saville, a senior principle in the British engineering firm, Sir
Alexander Gibb and Partners, was invited 10 Australia o investigate
and report on the most suitable site. He arrived in June 1939 for a
tour of every state and an inspection of some 16 possible sites located
within cight principal ports in southem Australia. He was 1o consider
the strategic as well as the engineering aspects of the sites.

After completing his investigation, Saville concluded that three
sites would fulfil these
requirements. One was
at Adelaide, the other
Iwo were in Sydney
Harbour. The construc-
tion of the graving dock
perween Garden Island
and the harbour
foreshore best met all
the requirements. [t was
already well protected,
provided easy entry and
sccess for the Fleet and
would enhance the
importance of the
existing Garden Island
Naval Depot. In a report
dated 31 January 1940,
Saville advised the
adoption of the Garden
Island-Forts Point
proposal

This would be the
greatest enginecring feat
in Australia’s history,
surpassing even the
Sydney Harbour Bridge
It would involve the reclamation of 30 acres between Potts Point and
Garden Island; the construction of the graving dock measuring 1,139
feet long, 147 feet wide with 45 feet draught of water.

Before work on the dock could begin, the first task was 1o reclaim
the area between Potts Point and the southern tip of the Island.
170,000 feet of sheet piling and approximately 800,000 cubic yards
of stone and core filling were used 1o form a huge coffer-dam from
which the sea was pumped, leaving large basin in which the dock
would be built. The coffer dam, known as the “Burma Road”. was
commenced in late 1940 and mmp»{cr:d :nl} in February 1942,

The fall of Singapore to the p on 15 February
adding to the uq;l.-nc;.' of the work. The dock a1 Singapore was now
unavailable and Cockatoo Island was engaged in the construction of

& The Navy, January-March, 1991

Garden Island viewed from Pofts Point in the 1930s

e Navy. Construction on the graving dock continued

new ships f
1t and day with additional labour being hired as the p
ssed

The dock was read

ject

for ininal flooding in September 1944, The
mstruciion was su wently advanced to allow the emergency
king of HMS Nlustrious on 2 March 1945, three weeks prior 1o
the official opening ceremony.

The Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Sir Guy Royle, provided a
crystal clear statement of the role the Graving Dock would play in the
current war and in Australia’s future. “The envisaging of a capitai
ship dock for Australia was a recognition of the extent to which the
defence of the Commuonweaith depends, and must always depend,
upon seapower. But seapower cannot be exercised 1o the full if the
warships which are its most potent instrument cannot be assured of
an adequate haven for docking, repairs and maintenance: A dock
which cannot accommodate ships of all sizes is not an effective
ancillary 1o seapower™.

The Captain Cook Graving Dock has been surpassed only once in
Australia’s engineering history and that was by the Snowy Mountains
power scheme.

April Fool's Day in
1987 marked a turning
point for the Australian
dockyards and
shipbuilding indusitry.
After a long period of
crippling industrial
disputes, Defence
Minister Kim Beazley
announced that the
Commonwealth
Government would sell
its controlling interest in
Williamstown Naval
Dockyard, which was
still part of the Defence
Department, while the
Government's lease on
Cockatoo Island would
not be renewed beyond
the refit work then being
undertaken on the
Oberon Class
submarines. The New
South Wales State
Dockyard a1 Newcasile

doc

was also 1o be sold.

Garden Island would in future be operated by the wholly
government owned Australian Defence Industries (ADI). It would
operate on a full-cost recovery basis in its dealings with all
customers, including the Navy, which continued to be the major and
priority customer. The Dockyard’s monopoly on naval work had
ended with the RAN able to call for tenders for work traditionally
carried out by Garden Island. And although the RAN had preferred
customer status in terms of work priority, it was under no compulsion
1o place work in Garden island.

For its part, Garden Island was abie to tender for non-naval work
such as harbour ferries and civil scientific research vessels. At the
same time, the Dockyard was permitted to apply the principles of

THE VANISHING

Captain Cook Graving Dock under construction in the Second World War.

commercially based operations to all its functions with the objective
of achieving full-cost recovery across all its activities by 1991 and
slrumh ing of II'\)-' then not vnb]e There were also sweeping

hi aimed at ir
Dockyard cu]!urt This was the greatest :ha]]cngc of all.

Garden Island operating under ADI control has passed its first
major test. It was able 1o provide the Navy with the technical suppon
necessary 10 have the three ships bound for the Gulf ready in just
three days. Of those three days, the first had been a rostered day off,
the other two days were a Saturday and Sunday. The Dockyard was
also able 1o re-build the vital ammunition lift in HMAS Success
which had virually disinlegrated shortly before the ships were due 1o
sail for the Guif crisis. This pressure performance augurs very well
for the future.

The Navy's presence in Sydney Harbour has not been without its
opposition. While various al es have been proposed, the
Garden Island facility remains too valuable 1o dispense with and too
costly to relocate elsewhere. The retention of Garden Island is also
crucial to the Navy's operational needs. There is presently an
insuficient number of dockyards and ship repair and maintenance
facilities in Australia and for this reason alone Garden Island must
remain the principal naval dockyard. It has done a good job in
meeting the needs of the Royal Australian Navy and the Royal Navy
before it and proven the wisdom of the Government's expenditure
during the war,

Liewsenane Towm Frame is with the Department of History at
the Australian Defence Force Academy. His new book, The
Garden Isdand, was | hed by His Excellency Rear Admiral
Peter Sinclair AO, the Governer of NSW, on 7 Oustober ai
Garden Iland,

Garden Island — A History
T.A. Frame
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AUXILIARY MINESWEEPERS
UPDATE

he Royal Australian Navy's pair of recently
acquired auxiliary minesweepers are now
homeported at HMAS Waterhen in Sydney . . .

The two vessels were due 10 berth in Sydney on Saturday moming
13 October but after encountering very rough seas and high winds
BANDICOOT suffered steering gear damage with her rudder
jammed about 10 nautical miles from Port Stephens. Her sistership
WALLAROO took the vessel in tow for Broughton Island but this
soon parted in the difficult conditions.

Helicopiers from Naval Air Station at Nowra were despaiched w
the scene to provide assistance f required and a civilian g, [RON
COVE was requested from Newcastle 1o tow BANDICOOT into Port
Stephens. This second attempt at towing was hampered by problems
with the larger wug which had to retumn to port.

“When the rudder jammed on the Friday night we were left going
around in small circles’, her commanding officer LEUT Rousseay
said. “The ten man crew endured 36 hours without sleep and
seasickness was a problem’

Seas were cight metres high with the winds gusting at 52 knots or
70 miles per hour, not the most appropriate conditions for the towage
of BANDICOOT from her precarious situation

A second gboat from Newcastle arrived on the scene and stood
by the damaged BANDICOOT over the night of 13/14 October as the
WALLAROO made her own way to Port Stephens. After one
abortive atlempt the tug was forced to wait until the seas eased 1o a
swell of about four metres. The second amtempt was made at 0330
with BANDICOOT finally reaching the safety of Salamander Bay in
Port Stephens four and a half hours Later, ar about 0800 on Sunday
moming 14 October

‘Land was a very pleasing sight afier some of the worst seas ever
experienced by the men in our crew’, LEUT Rousseau said. *Work 1o
repair the damage began almost immediately after arriving in
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BANDICOOT arriving in Sydney after her rudder problems north of Port Stephans,

WALLAROO in Singapore prior fo the delivery voyage

Salamander Bay and lasted for two days’.

The two auxiliary minesweepers arrived at HMAS Waterhen in
Sydney Harbour on 16 October. Both were to be taken in hand to
remedy any defects and prepare the vessels to begin a full round of
trials in the new year.

(Photo - Brian Morriason)

Bathurst Class Corvettes
- 50 YEARS ON

Versatile they were, protecting the nation's merchant ships against both air and submarine
aftacks, sweeping enemy laid minefields, surveving prior to amphibious landings, transporting
troops, shelling enemy positions ashore, towing stranded ships and providing the much needed

escort for all rypes and sizes of other ships.

Tllcy were the 56 sirong Bathurst class Australian

Minesweepers, more popularly known as Corvettes.

December 1 1990, marked the 50th anniversary of the
commissioning of the lead and name ship. The class served far and
wide during the Second World War, from the Pacific and New Guinea
1o Malaya and the Philippines, the Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf and
into the Mediterranean and to the Atantic Ocean. Post war the ships
provided both minesweeping and reserve training with the final unit,
COLAC not leaving naval service until early 1984,

Now five decades later only a few remain, CASTLEMAINE and
WHYALLA as museum ships at Williamstown in Port Phillip and
Whyalla in South Australia, while ex-BENDIGO could be laid up in
China,

To commemorate the fifty years as well as ten years of the RAN
Corvettes Association the seventh National Re-unior of the
Association was held in Sydney in October, 1990. More than 1600
former shipmates from across Australia attended the event with guest
of honour, the Chiel of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral M.W. Hudson, AC,
RAN,

HMAS ROCKHAMPTON, showing the effects of hard war service




BATHURST continue

BATHURST CLASS CORVETTES
continued

Main armament and bridge. HMAS COOTAMUNDRA

The “barber shop', HMAS COOTAMUNDRA

HMAS BOWEN alongside HMAS PLATYPUS, late in the war. Reside the corverte are HMAS AIR CLAN and the Armry workboar AM 1629 (SOLLUM) HMAS TOWNSVILLE, amidships, looking forward
10 The Navy, Janusry-March, 1991

Corventes sold for new careers. post war

The Navy, Janusry-March, 1981 11



BATHURST CLASS CORVETTES — continued BATHURST CLASS CORVETTES — continued

—— e W

The final moments of HMAS WARRNAMBOOL, sunk by a mine off (heeensiand, |7

Some of the nautical exhibits aboard ex HMAS CASTLEMAINE

The long serving HMAS CASTLEMAINE, in use as a cadet training thip of -
HMAS Cerberus RAN Corvette memorial in Western Australia

Corvettes in reserve, Athol Bight

12 The Navy, January-March, 1991 The Navy, January-March, 1881 13



BATHURST ASS CORVETTES

Four inch gun, ex HMAS CASTLEMAINE 20mm Oerlikon gun, ex HWMAS CASTLEMAINE

L -
Tank cieaning vessel. ex HMAS COLAC ix readied to be sunk as a target by Fleet units

14 The Navy, January-March, 1891

NAVAL MATTERS

by A. W. GRAZEBROOK

Navy Losing Our Technology Edge

In June, Commodore Terry Roach, RAN, told the United Services
tnmmre af the ACT (*) in Canberra thai:

Recent developments in Europe and relationships between the
siperpowers are expected 1o lead to g massive amount, indeed o
glwt, of modern equipment coming onto the market at very cheap
prices. No longer is smart weaponry the sole province of the major
powers and their close allies

The regional technological advantage that the ADF has enjoyed
over many vears has begun to disappear.

Commaodore Roach is the Director General Force Development Sea
at HQADF. As such, his statements on naval warfare are authoritative
o say the least. His carefully measured conclusions should have vitally
importani effects on the development plans for the RAN.

The first point is to define “our region”, The Defence Department
has somewhat nigid definitions of “our region” which exclude India,
Japan and China. Outside authorities question this and argue that any
power (other than a super power) which has significant forces with the
range 1o reach Australian waters must be considered a regional power.
That necessitates the inclusion of India, China, Japan and Taiwan

Realism in delineating the region is crucially important. The
outlook 1s much less optimistic if the full region is recognised. Two of
the additional powers operate nuclear powered submarines, for
example. Three of them operate substantial diesel clectric submarine
Meets

The second point is that Navy has lost much more technological
edge than Army or, particularly, Air Force

The RAAF is far and away the most modern, numerous and
technologically capable air force in our immediate region. Even using
the more realistic wider region, our F3Cs and FA18s are as good as
anything in service and our F111s (particularly with the modernised
avionics they are to receive) are markedly more capable than any
combat aircraft in the Indian, Chinese or Japanese air forces in the
strategic and tactical strike roles.

That is not to say that our Air Force is unnecessarily large. We have
and need more P3Cs than other regional powers because we have a
much larger maritime zone. We need more C130s because our Ammy
{and Air Force support) must be moved over much greater distances.

MNor is equipment the only measure, Our P3C Wing is very seriously
undermanned

Although several immediate regional air forces now operate Flos
and thus the RAAF has “begun to lose technological advantage”, and
F

there are equipment gaps (AEW & C), it is truc 10 say that the R
enjoys a very substantial technological edge in the immediate e
The RAAF is likely to enjoy that edge for many years to come

The same cannot be sad of Navy.

The Navy League has pointed out cases of loss of technological
edge i carlier vears and identified areas for concem in the future.

Earlier losses of technological advantage included surface 10 air
missiles and helicopters for destroyer sized ships. Other regional
powers Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia — had surface 10 surface
ssiles in service many years before the RAN, Even today, we have
no real technology edge over Indonesia, Thailand or Singapore in this
field.

Small ship helicopiers are another example. Indonesia had
helicoplers at sea on corvettes ten years before Australia. However, as
our STOB2 Sea Hawks go 10 sea in the FFGT class fngates, we will
regain a technological edge in the immediate region and technological
parity in the wider region. Nevertheless, it should be noted that both
Japan and Taiwan have small ship helicopters of the S70 type in service
in their navics

Turning to submarines, when they completed their modermisation,
our Oberons (with their weapon and sensor updales) were the best in
the immediate region and as good as anvihing except some Japanecse
submarines in the full region. However, since then, Taiwan has
acquired two modemn submarines, is negotiating 1o three more 2100 ton
boats already under construction, and has ordered two Type 209 boats
from Germany.

Further, equipment has become available which enables Tvpe 209
submarines to launch guided missiles whilsi underwater. Type 209
boais are in service in the immediate region and the large number of
that type in service in South America makes them relatively casily
available on the second hand marker

This occurs as personnel shortages may force Australia 1o pay of!
some Oberons early to train crews for the Collins class. This would
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Nav,

leave our submarine squadron well below operational strength.
Our own new Type 471 Collins class submarines will restore our

tech edge in the immediale region and will be as good as any in
the full 1 except (in high sustained underwater speed) the Chinese
and Indian nuclear powered submarmes,

Ir e warfare, we are behind. Indonesia and Malaysia both have
effective minchunters in service. Australia has pone. We have under
trial a minesweeping technology which, because of its economics,
Id enable us to operate larger numbers of minesweepers than
would be the case with conventional vessels.

The Standard SM-1 missile, m the DDGs and FFGs, give us an
edge in area defence anti-air warfare in the immediate region. Our
panty in the full reg ill disappear when the first of Japan's Acgis
type destroyers (light cruisers by many standards) commissions in 1993
with their vertcally launched SM2

The second baich of Taiwanese modified FFGTs are expecied (o
deploy a vertically launched SM2 type missile

Proposals for a half life modemisation of our FFGTs are stll in the
earliest proposal stage. That modemisation is essential 1o retain our
technology edge in AAW

Our tier 1l destroyer escorts are fined with Seacat — an archaic
point defence system. The Anzacs will have Sea Sparrow, with the
advantage of the Mark 41 launching system

Our close in weapons sypeem — Phalanx — is middle aged. We
have only enough systems for the six FFG7s. The three DDGs, Tobruk,
Success and Westralia should all be fitted. We should have plans w
supplement Phalanx with RAM (rolling airframe missile)

Other arcas, with lower profile, are very imporant.

We have no edge on military satellite communications because they
are a new lechnology. We have some capability begged, borrowed or
rented from allies. We will need more bul the route 10 acquire these is
unclear because of broad commercial difficulties in deciding whether
to lsunch the second AUSSAT

sh

IVIATTERS - Continued

The new Jindalee over the horizon radar facilities will give us
improved surface detection surveillance capability. Our large area
makes this need unique 10 Australia. Early detection is the only way in
which we can hope 1o deploy optimally our limited forces. The new
Maritime Command Centre in Sydney, with its capability o receive,
analyse and distribute tactical and strategic information, strengthens
Australia very significantly in this way

The ne ¢ naval communications station project, 1o replace the
facilities operated by HARMAN, is vital. It is not yer approved and
some years from commissioning.

With three study contracts let, ASSTASS, the Australian strategic
wowed array sonar system, is in the early stages. It offers significant
potential capability 1o supplement Jindalee.

And then, Army needs badly the helicopter support ship. Navy will
need a replacement training ship for JERVIS BAY. The DDGs will
need suCcessors

The advantages of a technological edge strategy are obvious for a
country with low population, large area and relatively well educated
nation.

However, other regional powers are developing their technological
capability at a much faster rate than Australia. India and Taiwan are
such powers. Both are applying that improved capacity 1o defence

Japan, with a huge technoligical capability for some years, is now
applying that 1o the development of new weapons, communications
and sensors,

Eventually, China will catch up.

Our technological edge strategy 15 our only option. It will cost
maoney. If there is not enough in the defence budget, then more money
must be allocated o defence.

'} meooon- Roach's le«un is re-printed in foll i|| Journal nftbe |
Royal United Services Institute of Mﬂulh.\nl 11 no 1, August, 1990
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WA SUIRVIBNT SEINY
IDECOMMISSIONS

31 October. huﬂnﬁl—d!ﬂ.ﬂmm.
I'hﬂhhludllo concern 10 years sfter she was COOK was built at Williamstown Naval Dockyard in
commizsioned info the 3 Victora.
.Ill:iuﬂll:l.:lﬂ Navy lo schisve necessary savings e dlu-ll.:‘lluﬁoilh full-time
Financisl pursus higher priority ships snd survey motor launches based around
w-am1~.mﬁnw Austraiia.

Australisn Mavy's oceanographic ressarch vessel, wmm axercises In Australlan .
m—mmmamm . sy

he Royal Australian Navy (RAN)

first became involved with

oceanography in 1955 when the RAN

Experimental laboratory was established

Over the years a number of converted

] warships have been used 10 assisi

¥ oceanographers, However, HMAS COOK

was the RAN's first purpose built
oceanographic ship,

in October, 1966 a modified MORESBY
hull was selected by the Naval Board 1o
form the basis of HMAS COOK, and the
preparation of detailed ship characteristics
began in March 1967. However in May
1967, the Principal Naval Architect
expressed doubts that the MORESBY hull
would ace date all the equip and
machinery required, and that the beam
would need 1o be increase by one and a half
feet. This in wurn increased the cost of
$T7.816m.

During January 1969 HMAS COOK’s
final draft characteristics were submitted
and approved by the Naval Board. In
September of the same year the Australian
govemment approved the acquisition of an
Oceanographic ship by the RAN. Due to this
fact HMAS COOK was re-designated as
primarily an Occanographic ship in
February 1970, Meanwhile the cost of
HMAS COOK had escalated to $16.401m

By July 1972 the design package was

The Navy, January-March, 1891 17
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NAVY SURVEY SHIP DECOMMISSIONS — continued

completed and HMAS COOK's projected
construction cost had increased to
$18.739m. In January 1973 the tenderer’s
letier for the construction of HMAS COOK
was released by the Department of Shipping
and Transport to prospective bidders. A
status repont on the project (HMAS COOK)
was forwarded by Navy 1o the Mimster of
Defence in March and information was
received that there were four bids for the
construction task

Unfortun ly, dvring May a new
submission was required on HMAS
COOK s construc as the government
was unable 10 undenake any new financial
commitments, due 1o a freeze on
procurement of government furnishec
equipment. In August HMAS COOK's cost
was reduced by $1.12m by the deletion of
1tems and a review of characteristics was
ordered 10 seek further cost reductions. The
Minister of Defence then wisited
Williamstown Naval Dockyard (Wildock)
after *he RAN requested that HMAS COOK
be constructed a1t Wildock. By the end of
September the suspension on procuremei
of government furnished equipment was
lifted and the Minister of Defence gave
formal approval to proceed with HMAS
COOK's construction at Wilduck for a total
project cost of $17.5m

By July HMAS COOK's cost had risen
to $21m and there was concern that HMAS
COOK would not be built. However
approval was granted lo commence
construction of HMAS COOK at this price,
provided a thorough review of project costs
were carried out. October 1974 saw
the first metal for HMAS COOK cut

In March 1975 a new submission
was prepared for Ministerial approval
since HMAS COOK's construction
costs had blown out to an estimated
$24.636m. The Minister of Defence
authorised the extra funds for HMAS
COOK's construction in July,
however, HMAS COOK's
construction was suspended in
August as the Supply Bills were not
passed through Parliament

The Supply Bills were finally
passed in November and con-
struction of HMAS COOK resumed,
however, by April 1977 costs had
increased 1o $26.826m. The Minister
of Defence approved the extra
funding as required and in Augusi
HMAS COOK was launched by Mrs
DJ. Killen.

During  August 1978 all
Shipwright construction was
completed and by January 1980 all
major electrical work was finished.
HMAS COOK was commissioned af
Wildock in October for a cost of
$28.7Tm. Sea and working trials were
completed in May 1983 and HMAS
COOK was then deemed operational,

18 The Navy, January-March, 1841

In Apnl 1986 HMAS COOK hosted the
Captain Cook 216th Commemorative
Ceremony in Botany Bay and acted as the
Naval Reviewing Ship for the RAN 75th
Anmiversary in October. The following year
in January HMAS COOK was the Flagship
for the RANSA Reganta and in January 1988
the Tall Ships reviewing platform.

During November 1989 HMAS COOK
won the inaugural New South Wales (NSW)
Cancer Council Daffodil Burgee and ceased
operational service on 31 August 1990, In
October HMAS COOK won the NSW
Cancer Council Daffodil Burgee for the
second time running and @ was
decommussioned on 31 Ociober 1990.

HMAS COOK was one of the few ships
in the RAN to have women billeted as part
of the crew. Their selection was based on

L.

In dock for inclining lests

Arriving in Sydney for the first ime, June. 1981

qualifications and ability

The ship itselfl is 96.6m long, 13.4m wide
and has a displacement of 2600 wonnes. A
crew of 112 sailors and 12 officers operate
the ship with a maximum of 13 scientists
embarked 10 conduct expenments.

HMAS COOK was equipped with &
number of sophisticated instruments for
measuring oceanic properties. The stabilised
Broad Beam Echo Sounding Sonar
{seabeam) is fined permanently in the hull
of the ship, It was used for profiling the
ocean floor and operates by sending out a
number of beams of sound and listening to
the returning echos. From these echos, a
vontour chart of the ocean floor beneath the
track of the ship is produced. Another vital
function of the ship was io measure
conductivity, temperature, oxygen content
and depth to determine the
acoustic characteristics of the
ocean. The results of such work
aid the design and development of
active and passive sonar. The ship
was also equipped to conduct
seismic surveys and take samples
of the seabed

The heart of the recording of
scientific information was the data
logging system. The majority of
the oceanographic, meteorological
and navigational data was the
recorded by two Hewlett Packard
100DE computers from the
twenty-three sensors which were
onboard the ship or deployed over
the side in the water. The sysiem
could be flexible, allowing extra
data to be entered manually as
well as permitting the processing
of raw data to be carried out
without interrupting normal
logging operations,

To assist with the deployment
p of the over-the-side sensors, a
number of hydraulic winches were
fitted 1o the ship. An “A”™ frame
structure was mounted on the
quarter-deck of the ship and an
= oceanographic winch containing

10km of steel cable was kept in

NAVY SURVEY SHIP DECOMMISSIONS

continued

As flagship of the 75th Anniversary Fleet Review, Oclober, 1986

the hold below deck. To compliment the
oceanographic winch COOK also carried a
permanently fitted crane which was used for
lifting equipment as required.

An unusual feature of HMAS COOK
was the After Conning Position (ACP)

which enabled the ship to be controlled from
the after end. This was also used for
positioning the ship when experiments are
being conducted and a close linison between
the bridge staff and the scientists is required.
Two Auxiliary Propulsion Units (APU's)

HMAS COOK at Fremantie in NOVEMBER, 1989

were fitted to the ship 10 ensble precise
manoeuvring. At the foreward end a bow
thruster extends beneath the hull, rotated
througl 360 degrees and an active rudder
were fitted aft. Both APU's were electrically
driven hydraulic molo:s and the active
rudder has its own controllable pitch
propeller (CPP). Together they permit the
ship to um in s own length and maintain
station for long periods when scientific work
was being conducted.

The ship is powered by four V-12 twin
turbo Caterpillar diesels each generating
634KW of power. The four engines are
mounied side by side and drive two
gearboxes which transmit power to the two
shafts carrying the controllable pitch
propellors. The engines can be operated
from a number of positions which include
the bridge, after conning position, and ai the
engine itsell. However, the usual control
location is the Machinery Control Room
(MCR) which also houses the ship's
sophisticated alarm and indicator system.

HMAS COOK has a top speed of 17
knots, however, it carries enough fuel to sail
halfway around the world at maximum
economy. The ship was deployed for periods
of up 1o 10 weeks in the oceans and seas
around Australia and in the South-West
Pacific. During the ten years of operation
within the RAN, HMAS COOK was
underway for 21621 hours, steamed 291459
nautical miles, conducted numerous
scientific experiments and helped
immeasurably in the advances made in the
oceanographic/ydrographic world.
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NAVALNEWS

Decommissioning of
destroyer escort
deferred

The decommissioning of the Roval
Australian Navy's destroyer escort
HMAS STUART will be deferred until
May 31, 1991, the Minister for Defence,
Senator Robert Ray has announced.

“Due 1o the Navy's deployment to the
Gulf, which will be for an unknown
duration, the paying off of the HMAS
STUART will be deferred to maintain the
Navy's ability to meet training commitments
in Australia and 1o participate in
international exercises,” Senator Ray said.

HMAS STUART is based at HMAS
Stirling in Western Australia. The ship was
withdrawn from operational service on
August 31, 1990, to be paid off later this
year as part of the implementation of the
current financial year Budget

“The deferral will also result in an
increased number of ships homeporied in
Western Australia once HMAS TORRENS
takes up active duty in the west later this
year,” Senator Ray saud.

“The decision to defer the
decommissioning of STUART is a clear
demonstration of the Government's
commitment 10 a two occan navy, planming
for which will see at ieast ten additional
ships in Western Australia by 1995.”

The newly 1 Fi

sister PALIKIR in Micronesian waters.

d States of Mi
Io sea after her handover in the Port of Fremantle on November 3, The tweifth
Pacific Pairol Boat fo be handed over o South Pacific nations, M!CHONESM Joins har

ia patrol boat FSS§ MICRONESIA

Photo: Navy Public Relations (WA}

HMAS STUART
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NAVAL NEWS - continued

Pacific patrol boat to
FSM

The Minister for Defence Science and
Personnel, Mr Gordon Bilney, has handed
over a second $5 million Pacific Patrol
Boat to the Federated States of
Micronesia during & ceremony in
Fremantle, Western Australia, tomorrow
on 3 November, 1990,

The Minister said that the new patrol
boat, to be named FSS MICRONESIA,
would further enhance the maritime
surveillance and control capability for the
small Pacific nation. The first FSM patrol
boat, the FSS PALIKIR, was handed over on
April 28 this year.

Mr Bilney said: “This is the 12th Pacific
Patrol Boat brought into service in Pacific
Island countries to assist them in policing
their vital 200 nautical mile Exclusive
Economic Zones.

“We are providing many of our Pacific
neighbours with the ability to strengthen
their economic and defence self-reliance,
whilst also supporting efficient local
industry, Through this program we are
achieving partnership in the Pacific.”

HMAS PERTH home

from Asian deployment

The Royal Australian Navy's guided
missile destroyer HMAS PERTH
returned to Sydney on 19 October after a
five month Asian deployment.

Dunng her deployment HMAS PERTH
participated in various multi-national naval
exe s with Japan, UK, New Zealand,
Malaysia and Singapore.

After a well deserved period of leave the
ship's company will resume normal Meet
duties.

Tonga hosts multi-
national defence
exercise

Australian Defence Force (ADF)
elements have participated in a multi-
national defence exercise in Tonga.

Exercise Late Tofua saw the involvement
of two Royal Australian Navy Patrol Boas,
HMA 5hips WOLLONGONG and
TOWNSVILLE, an infantry platoon from
2/4 RAR, an Army communications
detachment, a RAAF P3C maritime
surveillance aircraft and a C130 Hercules
transport aircrafi.

The exercise, was held between
November 1-7 in the Tongan islands,
emphasises the increasing defence
cooperation between Australia and countries
of the South West Pacific. It allowed the
ADF 1o practice interoperability and broader
co-operation with the Tongan and other
regional Defence Services while exposing
our defence forces 1o different operating
conditions.

HMAS PERTH

Gulf replacement
ships sail from Sydney

Australia's ongoing commitment to the
international naval blockade of Iraq was
made clear on November 11 when two
more Royal Australian Navy warships
sailed for the Persian Guif.

The 520 men aboard the guided missile
destroyer HMAS BRISBANE and the
guided missile frigate HMAS SYDNEY

were farewelled by hundreds of family
members at Sydney's Garden Island Fleet
Base.

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, the
Defence Minister, Senator Robert Ray and
the Leader of the Opposition, Dr John
Hewson, all went aboard the ships before
they sailed,

“I am here not just on behalfl of the
Government but the people of Australia to
give you people, the members of the ships’

a simple ge — 1o wish you

The Western Australian mwmwmmssm bam-
HMAS STIRLING fieet support facility on October 24 after a five month South East Asian
daployment.

Photo: Navy Public Relations (WA)

bon voyage, and a safe retun,” Mr Hawke
said.

He said the men were sailing with the
overwhelming support of the majority of
Australians.

Al a press conference held onboard
HMAS SYDNEY, the Maritime Commander
of Australia, Rear Admiral Ken Doolan, said
the ships and their crews were well
to handle the tasks ahead of them in the
Gulf.

Rear Admiral Doolan said the ships
would be subjected to intensive training
drills as they sailed down the east coast of
Australia and across the Great Australian
Bight 1o the HMAS Stirling naval base in
Western Australia. This will include mock
attacks by RAAF F-111 bombs and Homet
fighters,

The Australian task group will be
accompanied by the Royal New Zealand
Navy tanker HMNZS ENDEAVOUR as far
as Western Australia.

The 1ask group will resupply at HMAS
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NAVAL NEWS - continued

Stirling and from there will head north
wowards Cocos Island in the Indian Ocean
before changing course for the Gulf. They
are expected 1o rendezvous with the frigates
DARWIN and ADELAIDE in the Arabian
Sea on about 3 December

DARWIN and ADELAIDE have been on
patrel in the Gulf since early Seplember, and
are due 1o retum 1o Sydney via Singapore
and Darwin on 21 December

The supply ship HMAS SUCCESS will
be relived by the RAN's new-supply ship
HMAS WESTRALIA i late January

The commander of the 1ask group is
Commodore Chris Oxenbould, 3 former
commanding officer of the destroyer HMAS
PERTH. HMAS BRISBANE is under the
command of Capain Chris Ruchie, and
HMAS SYDNEY's commanding officer is
Commander Lee Cordner

HMAS BRISBANE is a US-designed
and built guided missile destroyer of the
Charles F Adams class. It has a crew of 333
and is capable of speeds in cxcess of 30
knots. It has undergone several refits since
entering service in the RAN in the middle
1960s.

The ship has been specially modified for
service in the Gulf, with two Phalanx anti-
missile weapon systems being fitted
amidships 10 port and starboard. This will
improve the ship’s self defence capability
against missile anack. HMAS BRISBANE
15 the only destroyer of its class in the world
to have Phalanx

The ship s also armed with two S-inch

HMAS WESTRALIA, the largest ship in the Flael, barthing al HMAS STIRLING IN
Wastern Ausiralia on October 23 after seven months away. The underway
replenishment ship celebrated her first year of RAN service on October 9, 1990.
Phone: Navy Public Relations (WA)
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LA PLACE

LA GLORIEUSE

guns, anti-air and anti-ship missiles, the
Tkara ann-submarine system and dual triple
torpedo tubes,

HMAS SYDNEY is a sister ship to the
ADELAIDE and DARWIN. Also designed
and bailt in the US, it is an Oliver Hazard
Perry-class guided missile frigate equipped
with Phalanx, a 7T6mm gun, anti-airfanti-ship
missiles, and anti-submarine torpedoes.

She also carries Seahawk and Squirrel
helicopters.

French Navy ships
visit Sydney

Two French Navy ships arrived in
Sydney on 1 November for a goodwill
visit.

The hydrographic survey ship LA
PLACE and a patrol boat, LA GLORIEUSE
berthed at the Fleet Base, Woolloomooloo.

On 2 November the Royal Australian
Navy and the French Navy conducted a
combined wreath laying service at the La
Perouse Monument.

THE CAPTURE OF MV KRAIT
A Case of Mistaken Identity

here can scarcely be any
Australian interested 1in WW 11
Maritime history who has not
heard the story of MV Krait and
the Jaywick raid on Singapore
Harbour in September 1943, However,
although a considerable amount 15 known
about the raud, the early history of the vessel
is sketchy, very fragmented and full of
inconsistencies through which runs an
clement of truth. Since the late 1960s, when
the story of Krair and Jaywick became well
publicised, it has been accepted that the
vessel Kofuku Maru, later renamed Krair,
was captured by HMAS Goulburn during a
routine patrol of the waters near Singapore,
shortly after the commencement of
hostilities with Japan, The capture of the
vessel, said to have been towing four or six
barges and the property of the Tai-O Fishing
Company, was stated 1o have t=ken place on
cither December 11, 12 or 13, 1941. Up until
now the veracity of these statements has
never been questioned,
While researching the background of
Krait' Kofuku Maru for the book The Heroes

of Rimau, we realised that there were several
anomalies in the accepted history of the

vessel’s capture anomalies which
became even more apparent when the
National Maritime Museum generously
allowed us access 1o papers believed 1o be
those of Kofuku Maru. Subsequent research
has revealed that, although the fact that a
Japanese fishing vessel Kofuku Maru was
captured and was later renamed Krair is
indisputable, not one of the other stalements
made about her 1s comect. Furthermore, with
the aid of dewiled naval documents, it has
now been established that Kefuku Maru was
not captured by Goulburn and that the ship’s
papers, believed 1o be those of Kofuwku
Maru, are those of a completely different
vessel — a Japanese fishing boat of similar
name, dimensions and appearance bul of
quite different internal configuration,

On December 8 1941 the Ist Auxiliary
Minesweeping Group. composed of HM
Australian Ships Maryborough, Goulburn,

Burnie and Bendigo, all of the 21st
Minesweeping Flotilla, and several other
Allied ships, was patrolling the waters off
Singapore. AL 12.00 noon, about forty
kilometres from Singapore and only hours
after war with Japan had been declared,
Marvhorough, the senior ship, intercepted a
Japanese fishing vessel. It is almost certam
that this vessel was the one we know as
Kofuku Maru.®* After placing a guard on
board, Maryborough esconed her prize 1o
Singapore waters for handover 1o the
Custodian of Enemy Property. As there is no
evidence to the contrary, it appears that the
honour for being the first RAN ship 1o
capture a Japanese vessel in the Pacific Zone
after the commencement of hostilities
rightly belongs to HMAS Maryborough.
Ten minutes before noon on December
11, three days afier Kofwkn Maru was in the
hands of the Custodian of Enemy Property,
Goulburn was ordered to proceed 1o the
Horsburgh Light, about sixty-five kilometres
from Singapore, to take over from US
destroyer Edsall another Japanese fishing
vessel, the Shofuku Maru, which was towing

HMAS MARYBOROUGH
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CAPTURE OF MV KRAIT —

continued

whaler he brought iwo souvenirs — iwo
brass tubes contzining Shofuki Maru's
confiscated ship's papers and the identity
documenis of two of the Japanese on board,
including the ship’s captain, Saburo Izumi
Vidgen rewined one set of wdentify papers,
while Goulbum's captain, Licutenant Basil
Paul, RANR, kept the rest

Just on dusk at 6.40 the following
evening (December 12}, Goulburn was
again ordered 10 proceed 1o the Horsburgh
Light, this 1ime 10 lake over a Japanese
fishing vessel towing six barges, recently
captured by the British destroyer HMS
Encounter, By 8.15 a boarding panty from
Goulburn had been lowered in the ship's
whaler to relieve Encounter’s party, which
then returned 1o the destroyer.

By the time Singapore fell on February
15 1942, the tally of fishing vessels in
custody was considerable. For the month of
December alone, there had been many small
craft apprehended by 1st Auxihary
M ping Group, with being
captured on December 16 — fourteen by
Bendigo and another five by Dragonfly
With all this activity going on, it is not
surprising thai, more than thirty years later,
incidents have become lelescoped and the
identity of Kofuku Maru confused with that
of Shofuku Maru and, occasionally, the
Japanese ship captured on December 12.
Indeed, from the hand-lentered label on the
brass cylinder which held the papers
retained by Goulburn’s commander, it
appears that Basil Paul himsell (despite the
fact that the papers were clearly marked
Shofoku Maru), believed them 1o be those of
Kofuku Maru, With Kofuku Maru's
surrender to Singapore authorities
documented as occurring on December 8,
Maryborough's Report of Proceedings
revealing that the ship captured on
December 8 was most likely Kofuku Maru,
Goulburn's Log confirming this capiure and
recording that Shofuku Maru was
apprehended and taken as a prize on
December 11, Vidgen's confirmation that

HMAS GOULBURN

papers were retained by him and Paul, and
the internal configuration of the ships being
quite different (the single masted Kofuku
Maru having five holds and the twin-masted
Shofuku Maru only one — situaied between
the foremast and the wheelhouse), there is
not the remotest possibility that Shofuku
Maru 15 Kofuku Maru. Furthermore,
company exccutives in Tokyo have revealed
that the Tai-O Fishing Company was not
formed until 1949, that it owned no ships
named Kofuku Maru or Shofuku Maru, and
that its vessels have always operated almost
entirely in the fishing grounds of Taiwan.

It is highly unlikely that anyone would
have had reason 1o recall the events of
December 1941 and not Krait become a
vessel of such significance — albeit long
after the event. Indeed. it is worth noting
that such is the accuracy of information
volunteered by Paddy Vidgen and others on
the boarding of Shofuku Maru and the
apprehension of the second ship on
December 12, that it differs only in minor
details from the entries in the Goulburn's
Log. Unfortunately, this information, offered
in good faith and in the sincere beliel that
the captured vessel was Kofuku Maru,
relates entirely to Shofuku Maru, a ship
which plays no part in the history of Krait or

Operation Jaywick. For almost thimy vears,
the widespread and unquestioned acceptance
of the “fact” that Gowlburn captured Kofuku
Maru has caused Shofuku Maru and,
occasionally, the unnamed second vessel, o
assume the identity of Kafuku Maru

It is quite impossible that Kofku Maru,
the one time Japanese fishing vessel which
occupies a special place in Australian
wartime history as MV Krair, was captured
by HMAS Gowulburn. In the absence of any
evidence 1o the contrary, it appears that this
honour must pass to the crew of HMAS
Maryborough

* * *

* For the complex decumentation and
evidence which indicates thal the vessel
captured by Maryborough is Kofuku Maru,
apply lor access 1o Lynette Silver, The
Crigins and Capture of MV Krail (an
academic paper on which this article is
based), Australian War Memorial Canberra.

Compiled by Lynette Siver from wartime
documants researched by Major Tom Hall
and from the evidence of Lieutenant-
Commander N.O. Vidgen. The Heroes of
Rimay was released in Oclober 1990. A book
by Sitver and Hall, which will document the
full history of Krail, will be published in late
1891,
© LYNETTE RAMSAY SILVER 1990
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GETTING TOGETHER

HMAS MORESEY supports the four new Paluma
class Surve,
Launches in northem Austraiian waters. late 1990 A

== N S O
Kangaroo N, 1976. HMAS STALWART is the mothership io
En:':sgm class mine warfare ships and two heavy landing craft.

m ESS,
in 5y Harbour HMAS STALWART with HMA Ships DUCH
nVENDET‘TA and YARRA pius an ANZN fngate in February, 1975

]
Four former S class destroyers near the Balls Head
coal ioader prior fo be scuttied off Sydney in 1837

¥ p 'P

Five Fremantie class patrol boats alongside HMAS CAIRNS.

HMAS STALWART provides support fo three of the RAN's Aiver class destroyer escorts in South East Asia
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COMBAT FLEETS OF THE
WORLD
1990-1991

THEIR SHIPS, AIRCRAFT AND
ARMAMENT

Edited by BERNARD PREZELIN, English
Varsion by AD BAKER Wl
FPublished by Unlted States Naval Institute
Press, Annapolis, Maryland
Reviewsd by JOE STRACZEK

This latest edition of Combar Fleets Of

The World marks a milesione in more wayy
than one. Firstly it will be the last one to
list both East and West Germany as well as
the first to be edited by Mr Prezelin. The
task before the mew editor is not one fo be
envied for he must maintain the standards
set by his predecessor. These high
standards have made Combat Fleets the
book by which others of its type are not
only judged but also strive to be.

Within the pages of Combat Fleets the
warship enthusiast and professional alike
will find all the information they need
concerning the ships used by the navies
of the world. This information is casily
readable and backed up by a large
number of high quality photographs. Of
particular interest are the photographs of
the new Soviet aircrafl carrier TBILSI
and the drawing of an even larger 75000
ton carrier ULYANOVSK. The
construction of these seems 10 be at odds
with the apparent warming of relations
between the Soviet Union and the West.
One of the other points that stand out in
this current edition is the increasing use
being made by navies of surplus civilian
craft Sonie examples of this are Brazil's
FELINTO PERRY, Britain's
DILI{'L‘J( E and the Royal Australian
Navy's COOPs. The main reason for the
purchase and use of these crafl is purely
one of economics, The craft are available
and they are cheap.

Technological changes are also
becoming apparent in & number of the
warship types either in service or under
construction. Apart from the usual
electronic improvements these changes
include the use of stealth technology in
the design of ships as well as the use of
keylar armour for vital area protection.

In any pablication of the scope and
breadih of Combat Fleets there is bound
1o be the oceusional error. In the RAN
section WESTRALIA's name has been mis-
spelt and there is some confusion with
respect 10 the COOPs. These minor errors
are expecied to be corrected in the next
edition. They are however minor errors and
do not in any way detract from the overall
quality of this publication

All in all Combat Fleets is a very high
quality publication which will continue 1o
serve as the warship enthusiasts bible for
many years 1o come.

. .

BOOK
REVIEWS

¢ Bernard Pres

HMAS ARMIDALE
The Ship That Had To Die
By: FRANK B. WALKER
Published by: Kingfisher Press
Reviewsd by: PETER JONES

Frank Walker's book traces the tragic
story of the loss of the corvetie HMAS
ARMIDALE off Betano Bay in December
1942,

The ship was involved in an operation
where Australian and Dutch soldiers were 10
be landed on the island of Timor. In the

by A.D. Baker Il

event the ARMIDALE, without air cover
was torpedoed, bombed and strafed by 13
Japanese aircraft. This relatively little
known incident of the war was noteworthy
for three things; HMAS ARMIDALE was
the last major loss by enemy action of the
war for the RAN; the extreme gallantry of
Ordinary Seaman Teddy Sheean; and the
incredible fight for life of the ARMIDALE's
SUrvivors.

Teddy Sheean's valour in retuming 1o his
oerlikon, while mortally wounded, and afier
the “abandon ship™ was ordered was one of
the finest acts of courage in the RAN's war
For his heroism he was Mentioned-in
Despatches. In recent times, as related in the
book, moves have been made by concerned
individuals to have Sheean awarded the
Victoria Cross. In 1987 a Teddy Sheean
Memorial was unveiled in 1987 a1
Ulverston, Tasmania and last year it was
announced that one of the new COLLINS
class submarines would be named
SHEEAN,

The author has gone 1o considerable
effort with his interviews of survivors and
the best part of the book is his sccount,
often through the eyes of these men, of
the sinking of the ship and then fight for
survival of the crew. It is a heant rending
tale that is justification for this book
alone

The major thesis of the book
however is that ARMIDALE was lost
through official incompetence and then
the loss was covered-up. Indeed the
cover up on the part of the RAN
continued until the late 1970s!

The charge of incompetence centres
around the decision 1o press on with the
operation withoul adequate air cover. In
the carly pan of the war there were a
number of cases (e.g. the loss HMS
PRINCE OF WALES and REPULSE)
where the full lethality of amack aircrafi
was not recognised. What the book does
not tell is why the air cover that was
promised did not come. This would have
been useful for the reader in forming his
opinion on the case presented

As for the cover-up theory, it rests on
four points. First, the loss was not fully
investigated and reported 1o government;
secondly, the crew were shunned on
return; thirdly, the bravery of Sheean
and rest of the crew was not fully
recognised; and finally that the name
ARMIDALE was forgotien through not
being used for a subsequent RAN ship
Taking the first point, Walker is able 1o
highlight what appears to be inadequate
investigations of the ship’s loss. It is on this
point that he is probably on firmest ground.
However his other points are tenuous at best

Walker cites the indifferent treatmem for
the crew of the ARMIDALE on their return
to Darwin, particularly of the wounded.
While this was unacceptable, does this
constitute a cover-up? | am sure a number of
servicemen in the war would have had
reasons o complain aboul their treatment
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CONTINUED

“by the system™ but it does not mean an
orchestrated campaign of cover-up,

The third point, centres on Teddy Sheean
not being awarded the Vicioria Cross, While
it may be argued that Sheean deserved a
Victoria Cross it does not logically follow
that the fact he did not receive one indicates
a cover-up. Indeed if there was a cover-up it
is hardly likely he would have been
Mentioned-in-Despatches. It appears
Walker's zeal for the cover-up theory
prevents him looking at the bigger picture.
Walker himselfl refers to Licutenant
Commander Robert Rankin of HMAS
YARRA who vinually repeated the act of
bravery that camed Captain Fegan of HMS
JERVIS BAY the Victoria Cross. Why did
not Walker make the obvious connection
that he too did not receive a V.C.
Presumably it is because it would have

k d his case fora

It appears there are a number of cases

the past by not naming a ship ARMIDALE.
Walker states that the opportunity presented
itselfl in the late seventies with the
FREMANTLE class, but the Navy did not
take it up. The trouble is the RAN DID take
it up. As readers may remember the original
plan called for 20 FREMANTLE class 10 be
built and the name ARMIDALE was
allocated for one of the last five. If the
author's rescarch had simply extended 10
Jane’s Fighting Ships of the time the
FREMANTLE were entering service he
would have seen the name ARMIDALE in
black and white.

In summary this book 15 2 good account
of the loss of the ARMIDALE and the
struggle for life of the survivors. It is a pity,
however, it is spoiled by a needless cover-up
theory that does not stand up 10 even cursory
analysis. The suggestion that the RAN has
carried on a 50 year orchestrated cover-up is
simply ridiculous. That is something even
the KGB in the Cold War heyday would
have been proud of! It really shows a
naivety of how an organisation such as the
navy operates and it is unfair to the service.

-4 o w

unprecedented collection of pholographs
and data for this new study of the Russian
naval evolution.

The period covered by the book spans
form the 1860s through to the Revolution in
1917 and is prefaced b)' a brief 20 page

ive history or Like his
earlier book, Warships of the Imperial
Japanese Navy, the author has presented his
research in separate chapiers, from the large
capital ships down to miscellaneous
hips. Very brief appendices are devoted
to shipyards and a chronology of the Navy's
growth. No support or auxiliary vessels are
included, on the “front line" units.

Every eniry for each warship or class of
combatants is described by both lechnical
and historical narrative followed by a data
table. The photographs are large format and
vaned and have reproduced very well.

The three centuries of naval development
and actual five decades of naval hardware
that has been professionally presented in the
Imperial Russian Navy is reason enough to
secure a :opy of this unquc wblu:mun

where RAN officers and saifors may have wggsmps FOTAFAX
arguably received a higher bravery award. THE Published by Arms snd Armour Press
Recently it has suggesied that the RAN at D C
the time did not indicate a recommended IHPERIA: RUSSIAN NAVY Cost $1295
award in their reports of bravery — leaving Published by A Armour Prese Midget Submarines by Paul J. Kemp
the Royal Navy to make such M.g;;rm.c:hwnm and French Battleships 1876-1946 by R.A.
recommendations. This may go some way 0 Ausirsila Burt are the latest additions to the Fotofax
explain the situation. Price $85
The final foundation of the cover-up The pre-amble 1o this book siates thal Midget Submarines is a brief photo
theory is that the RAN has attempted 1o hide  the author has brought together an y of many I craft plus the
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human i sibles

History; The Organisation of the
Kriegsmarine; The German Fleet:
Organisation; The German Fleet: Ships; The
German Fleet: Warship Data, and Rank,
Uniform Awnrdl and Insignia. It is further

including the Wel and Welfreigh
operated by the RAN special forces in the
Second World War. The booklet illustrates
up to the 1980s with the modern sub-
skimmer vehicles and traces as far back as
the Russian navy's midgets of the Great
War. However most of the booklet is
devoted 1o the Second World War period
with the large investment in these vessels by
Japan, laly, Germany and the United
Ki X

French Barttleships is an excellent
pictorial resume of those many ‘strange
looking® warships, the 1890s KOSHE being
one of the worst designs, both in appearance
and putting too much into one hull, that was
ever built. Her exaggerated upper works
gave oo much top weight and with too linle
freeboard, she is claimed 1o have rolled
excessively. For the record, the French saw
Il:g;ﬂwarm ways and rebuilt the ship in
I

Mldset Submlnnes and French

in A ian from

Dm:rnhﬂ mn

” " 4

THE GERMAN NAVY IN
WOHLD WAR TWO
SHOWELL

After a time span of some Il years,
Arms and Armour Press have reprinted this
sought after reference work on the German
Navy.

Lavishly illustrated with 220
phs plus another 45 maps and sets

of line drawings, it is a most comprehensive
tnmpendlum provldlng a wealth of
ion on Hitler's K. within

224 pages.
This reference work is divided into six
sections: Major Aspects of German Naval

d by an excellent pictorial section
titled *Features of the Atlantic U-boat’
which contains 31 exterior and interior
photographs and is further supported by a
four page Chronology.

There are some excellent photographs
featured in this book including 2 lent
Out Parade at the Schiff: di

and sea assault. Unannounced, this atack
was preceded by Indian Government
deciarations of “soveignty” over Cocos at
the United Nations General Assembly.

Tension and mystery builds prior to the
attack with the disappearance of an
Australian flag iron ore carrier off our north
‘wesl Coast,

Just how would Australia react? Try and
use international political pressure, anack, or
simply do nothing? As one would suspect,
the “no threat for ten years™ concept secs the

Nordsee in Wilhelmshaven another of l.ht
battlecruiser SCHARNHORST s iced-up
forward 11-inch gun turrets while the ship
‘was operating in the Polar Sea area in 1940,

Commencing with the major aspects of
German naval history from 1919 Treaty of
Versailles after World War One through to
the collapse of the U-boat offensives and the
end of the Third Reich, it is well laid-out
and informative book. It includes just about
everything you might wish to know about
l.he German Krlelimlme —_ awaxdl‘

ignia, ranks, p data,
mguusmun. fleet units and history.

A worthy and recommended reference
work at a reasonable price.

— Vic Jettery

* 4 #
AN ACT OF WAR

mmmnmuwn
would be as “chillingly realistic'

There can be no doubt the plausible
situation of a foreign power invading and
claiming the Cocos Islands has not been
discussed or used for paper exercises in
military circles on many occasions over the
years.

Consider this scenario: White South
Africa has fallen and there is a distinct
possibility of the blocking of the Cape oil
routes.

This book, set in April, 1996 describes
the seizure of Cocos Islands by an Indian air

G of-the-day unprepared and
initially numbed by the rapid strike.

“An Act of War” raises some inleresting
discussion points about our sirategic
position and political capacity 1o react 10 a
scenario as set in this novel.

Author Michael O'Connor, a former
naval intelligence officer, is well known as
the Executive Director of the Australian
Defence Association. His detailed
knowledge of defence matters and his
specialisation as a political and defence
palicy analyst add a great deal of realism 1o
this book.

My only correction, albeit & small one, is
the reference 1o Australia’s new Anzac-class
frigates being armed with a 76émm gun, as
the decisior has since been made 10 arm
them with a 127mm gun. In Michael's
defence however, this announcement was
made since he com the book.

HMAS Stirling, HMAS SWAN, RAAF
Learmonth, to mention a few familiar WAS
defence assets are mentioned in this most
though provoking title.

Necessary reading for all thinking
tralians.

Aus
— Vic Jettery
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Since le time the Sa'ar
progi ly i and imp .o
meet new threats and assume new missions.
These have included the addition of
Harpoon missiles as well as the locally
designed Gabriel anti-ship missile, 76mm
guns, 20mm Phalanx CIWS' and in the carly
1980s a helicopter capability for the latest
ALIYA sub-group of the Sa'ar 4.5 class.

The three new Sa‘ar § class corveres,
now being built in the USA by Ingalls
Shipbuilding are powerful multi-mission
vessels, stressing maximum operational
capability on a minimum sized hull. Each
orvetie will have a top speed of 33 knots
with gas turbines and an endurance of 3500
nautical miles at 17 knots on the diesel
engine

Length overall will be 85 metres and
maximum beam of almost 12 metres. Each
vessel will be manned by 74 officers and
men.

The weapons fit of the Sa’ar 5 comprises
64 Barak point defence missiles, contained
in two 32 cell vertical launch silos, one 76
mm dual purpose gun and a five barrelled
25mm Sea Vulcan gun mounted on each
bridge deck. For the anti-ship role each
corvetie will mount two quadruple Harpoon
missiles and eight single Gabriel [V cells.
One set of triple Mk 32 torpedo tubes will
be installed on port and starboard. passive
defence will be provided by chalfl and flare
rocket launchers, smoke rocket launchers
and 2 Nixie 1orpedo decoy system.

Helicopter operating and support
facilities mean that a SH2F LAMPS Mk1 or
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Lahav (Sa'ar V)

HH-65A Dauphin helicopter can be
embarked for all patrols.

The 74 man crew will include 16 ship’s
officers, seven CPOs and 41 sailors plus
four aircrew officers and six associated
CPOs. For improved protection the ship's
CIC has been sited below the bridge as the
focal point of the command and control
system. Onboard sensors include surface
search, air search and navigation radars with

Ingalls SB

all antenna on two separated masts, For the
offensive weapons there are three missile
directors and illuminators, an optical
director and a pair of optical sights, For sub-
surface ops the ships will carry a variable
depth sonar and a hull sonar

The arrangement of the Sa‘ar 5 has
resulied in a ship allocated 37.4 % 10 ils
combat systems, compared to the normal
2%.

NAVY LEAGUE AND CADET NE

Report of the Federal President

to the Annual Gener:

Nanvy League ol Nustralia, (

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This report covers the twelve months that have passed
since our last General Meeting which, as you know, was
held in Fremantle — the first ever Federal Meeting held in
Western Australia. I will refer to this meeting first,

Although the decision 1o hold the 1989 meeting in the west was
made several years beforehand, the pilots’ strike almost caused it to be
transferred 1o the eastern states where the majority of council members
live. In the event, by devious means and with the aid of “friends in the
right place”, all Divisions, with the exception of Tasmania, were
represented. Even so, when the acting Governor, Sir Francis Bun,
opened the AGM, the acting Federal Secretary together with the

anberra.

il Meeting

1o November 1990

undrrr.ak:n will 1 am sure be 1ppt:cmed by those who have some
ledge of the complex ed: in our country.

The quite large number of people who  have now seen the video,
including educational authorities, g and private, have been
generous with their praise. The Navy itself has ordered a number of
copies for their own educational purposes.

1 wish 1o place on record the thanks of members of the Navy League
for the time, money and effon contributed by Commander Otio Albent,
President of the NSW Division of the League and a small team in which
1 have no hesitation in including RADM Andrew Robertson, our senior
Federal Vice-President, and NSW Committee Membes, Mr John Glover.

In my opinion “The Sea and Australia” is probably the most
significant s'mglr contribution the Navy League has made 10 Australia,

meeting papers, was in the air here over the Nullarbor due 10 a  although its infl may not be evident for some time 10 come.

last minute flight change. Our principal guest, 1 the Chicf of Naval Staff, DEFENCE HELA'I"ED HA'ITERS

missed out al but was well rey d at the various Afier | with my di g on behalfl of the
by the Naval Clﬂ'n:er Commanding, West Australia Arca, Commodore League | have expressed in appropriate quarters the League's support
Graham Stubington. for the Middle East deployment of RAN ships; reservations conceming

‘The WA Division of the League laid on an excellent programme for
the three day conference (for some, five days) which included visits to
*HMAS Stirling” and a number of firms engaged in defence work, a
civic reception by the Mayor of Fremantle and a very well anended
dinner to conclude the programme. All in all it was well worth the
trouble involved, not only in reaching the West but getting home again.

THE SEA & AUSTRALIA VIDEO

The principal event during the 'ast twelve months has been

completion of the first part of our educational video; the second part

the proposal 1o post women to combatant ships (frigates and destroyers,
submarines are already excluded); dismay at the sale of *Stalwan’; and
reservations about a number of proposals contained in the Wrigley
report “The Defence Force and the Community”, 1 have referred 10 some
of these matters in “The Navy Viewpoint” which, although it expresses a
personal opinion, | believe generally reflects the views of the League’s
members (dissenting members can always express a different view if
they so desire).

The Council will be briefed by CNS and a number of his

involves the video's distribution, together with exp 0
every secondary school in Australia. Distribution is are]l underway in
NSW and has started in Victoria but there is still a long way 1o go which
will require a major effort on the part of each Division.

Physical distribution of course is only part of the exercise. A video
in a dusty cupboard is of litle use — it must be put 10 work and this

d | heads at Navy Office a few hours before our General
Moclln,g The programme is comprehensive and will bring Council
member sup 1o date on a wide range of developments either underway
or planned, These briefings have become a feature of our Canberra
meetings which as you know are held in the national capital eve.y
second year, in the intervening yem we go 1o Sydney and Melbourne,

requires much consultation with State educational authorities and their
approval 1o include the video in schools’ cumricular; in those States
where a good deal of autonomy lies in individual schools, the 1ask
becomes more complicated — and then thete are hundreds of private
schools as well as State schools ...! The dimensions of the task we have

o g further aficld as we did last year.
couuuﬂrn' AWARD AND EFFICIENCY TROPHY
The 1989 Community Award, presented annually to HMA Ship or

Eswblishment judged by the Council 1o have made the most significant

contribution to the earlier community, keeping in mind the resources

AMPOL LTD

Official Suppliers of Quality Products to the Royal
Australian Navy in WA
* Heating Oil » Diesel Fuel » Distillate and
Transformer il

220 ST GEORGES TERRACE
PERTH, WA, 6000

For Information

Ph: (09) 322 4722. Fax: (09) 322 2287

INMAN & FARRELL

CHEMISTS AND ANALYTICAL CONSULTANTS
Official Contractors to the Royal Australinn Novy

Certificate of Safe Entry into Hazardous Work Arcas
such as: * Fuel * Sullage * Hot and Cold Water Tank
Chemical Holding Areas

AVAILABLE FOR STATEWIDE SERVICE

43 SHENTON STREET
NORTHBRIDGE, PERTH, WA, 6000
Ph: (09) 328 6582. A/H: (09) 349 3187
Fax: (09) 328 6582
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NAVY LEAGUE AND CADET NEWS —
CONTINUED

available to the unit, was won by the Exmouth Gulf Naval
Communciations Station "Harold E Holt".
The 1989 Navy League Efficiency Trophy. awarded to the most
efficient NRC umi, was won by "T3 Coral Sea’, located in Townsville.
The awards were represenied by the Naval Officer Commanding,
WA Area (Commodore Graham Stubington) and the Chiel of Naval
Staff (Vic Admiral Michael Hudson ) respectively.

The NRC is i good shape although the numbers borne are down a
little on the number allowed. The shortfall in Officers’ and instrectors is
disappointing; the number required is quite small and there is a large ex-
Navy community which should be able 10 meet the requiremenis of the
NRC, or at Jeast one would think so. Having spent twenty-five years
with the Navy League Cadets/ ASCC/NRC | can assure members it bs a
very satisfymy spare-time occupanorn

THE NAVY MAGAZINE

As | have said on other oocasions, the success or otherwise of “The
Navy' is of very greal importance 1o the Navy League, in fact | am sure
that many members who for vanous reasons cannol assist the League n
other ways, become members and remain because of the magazine with
its mix of current affairs and historical aricles. Getting the nght mix —
between current and historical items — is a difficult sk for the editor
but the answers 10 the questionnaire sent out some lime ago provided
useful guidance and | think the balance 1s about nght.

Inkell:uwnﬂmulylulhmkouynurhﬂu]lwodnarm&w
NSW based management commitice headed by Divis

equipped office which the Federal President shares with the Victonan
Division. The Federal and State sections are separate so that the Federal
part can be easily transferred 10 the Division in which the Federal
president resides.

Legislative changes have greatly increased the financial
responsibilities of the Federal (m.utll ithe League 15 ncorporated as 3
public company) and as a fed a number of probl
will have to be resolved by the Council during the current series of
meetings.

QUESTIONNAIRE

Apart from providing useful information concerning “The Navy'
magazine, other conclusions can be reached, probably the most
important relaung 10 our membership. Most members have served at
some time in the Navy or Merchant service; clearly we need younger
members — people who are not old enough to have spent pan of their
lives in the Services or in professional maritime employment. “The Sea
and Australia” video should make the Navy League quite widely known
among young people but whether it will cause members to join the
League remains io be seen

Another interesting piece of information 10 emerge was the wide
range of m:rmpauun.- former seafarers chose to enler — business, the
trades, p ions, both private prise and g service, the
diversity was surprising.

The Council is grateful 10 the many members who took the trouble
1o reply to the questionnaire, we are still digesting and trying 10 act on
the information provided.

APPRECIATION
1 wish 1o record my appreciation of the support given 1o me by our

Otto Albert for constantly seeking to improve an already \LI') good

magazine.
FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION

We are in the process of making a number of changes which | hope

wili result in a more effective Navy league and a better informed

membership, The principal advance has been the establishment of a well

Vice Presidk — Andrew R John Bird and Len Vickndge;
the Honorary Secretary, Roger Blythman; Honorary Treasurer, Martin
Dunn; the recently appointed Assistant Secretary, John Wilkins: my
Council collcagues and the many members who have contnbuted so
much to the League on a variety of ways cver the years

GEOFFREY EVANS, Federal President.

CAIRNS BEVERAGES
PTYLTD

120 SPENCE STREET
CAIRNS, QLD, 4870
Distributors for Schweppes Drinks, Post Mix and Mineral

Waters, Pauls Longlife Juices, Bundaberg Brews,
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H Tel: (070) 51 0177
Fax: (070) 31 4766
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7 BALLANTYNE RD, KEWDALE, WA, 6105
Phone: 451 6309. Fax: 458 4562

APV BAKER
REFRIGERATION

Appreciate their Long Association as Contractors
to the Royal Australian Navy

REFRIGERATION ENGINEERS

1c JOYCE STREET
SPRINGVALE, VIC, 3171

Telephone: (03) 562 3698
Fax: (03) 558 5130

R. Poole Pry. Lrd.
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Office: (09) 335 6004 or 335 3787
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A/H: (09) 332 6970 or 418 4708
Factory: 8 Stack Street, Fremantle, WA 6160
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[ MOORING EQUIPMENT TO THE MARINE INDUSTRY |
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Asthma Sufferers-

Here are two positive ways of relief.

AIRCLEAN 2000
The Airclean 2000 has the ability 1o clean
the air in an average sized room in 20
minutes, [t reduces

2000 especially
valuable to asthma sufferers. Small in size,
it's suitable for use in all rooms of the
house. Just plug it in and start breathing
easier.

Vital in a dust-free environment.

@ See the Alrciean 2000 and the UZ930 In action at:

Victoria: (03) 646 6270 — NSW: (02) 642 5588
SA: (08) 297 9811 - Qid: (07) 844 8061




MARITIME
TECHNICAL SERVICES

Consultant Marine Engineers and Ship Surveyors
Design, Specification and Supervision for New Building, Modification, Repairs
CONDITION SURVEYS FOR SALE AND PURCHASE

MARINE ENGINEERS AND NAVAL ARCHITECTS EXPERIENCED IN ALL
TYPES OF MARINE APPLICATIONS

P&O TECHNICAL SERVICES
45 WILLIAM STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000

Telephone: (03) 629 8198 or (03) 614 3122
Telefax: (03) 629 7270. Telex: AA34894

YOU'VE LEARNT A LOT SINCE YOU JOINED THE NAVY

You've learnt the meaning of responsibility. You've found mates that you can trust with your life (and
sometimes may have to). You've got a new meaning and direction in your life and your career.
Maybe it's time you considered your long-term obligations and rewards.

Maybe you'd like to find out how you can put something aside for yourself — and have the taxation
department pay for the privilege.

Maybe you would like to know what you could be worth in 20 years.

Maybe you already have dependants, and you worry about what would happen to them if something
happened to you.

Maybe you should call me, Brett Grounds, to discuss these matters. Just as your mob has taught you
new values and new skills, my crew (Kent Corporation) has given me a lot more than basic training in
Financial and Investment Packages aimed specifically for individuals in a team environment.

Why not give me a call on (02) 281 7544 or drop me a line. I'd be delighted to hear from you and I'll
personally answer any call.

BRETT GROUNDS

SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER

KENT CORPORATION
SUITE 8, LEVEL 4, 134 BROADWAY, NSW, 2007
Phone: (02) 281 7544. Fax: (02) 281 9493



The Navy League of Australia

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

HISTORICAL

The Navy League was established in Australia in 1901,
initially in the form of small branches of the United Kingdom
Navy League (established in 1897) and since 1950 as an
autonomous national body headed by a Federal Council
consisting of a Federal President and representatives of the
six States, the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern
Territory.

The Navy League of Australia is now one of a number of
independent Navy Leagues formed in countries of the free
world to influence public thinking on maritime matters and
create interest in the sea.

The Navy League of Australia cordially invites you to join us
in what we believe to be an important national task.




MEMBERSHIP

Any person with an interest in maritime affairs, or who wishes to acquire an interest in
or knowledge of, maritime affairs and who wishes 1o support the objectives of the
League. is invited to join

OBJECTIVES

The principal objective of the Navy League of Australia is “The maintenance of the
maritime well-being of the Nation™ by:

® Keeping before the Australian people the fact that we are a maritime nation and

thmastamgwaandamﬂmﬂﬁm&Myammdispauﬂeehmmtsolm
national well-being and vital to the freedom of Australia

® Promoting defence self reliance by actively supporting manufacturing, shipping and
transport industries.

@ Promoting, sponsoring and encouraging the interest of Australian youth in the sea
and sea-services, and supporting practical sea-training measures.

e Co-operating with other Navy Leagues and sponsoring the exchange of cadets for
training purposes.

ACTIVITIES

The Navy League of Australia works towards its objectives in a number of ways:

® By including in its membership leading representatives of the many elements which
form the maritime community.

® Through soundly-based contributions by members to journals and newspapers, and
other media comment.

. fompporlmg&nNamIRmCadets.andasshﬂngm&npmdmmng
® By encouraging and supporting visits by recognised world figures such as former
United States Chiefs of Naval Operations and Britain's First Sea Lords.

e By publishing “The Naw", a quarterly journal reporting on local and overseas
maritime happenings, past, present and projected.

e By maintaining contact with serving naval personnel through activities arranged
during visits to Australian ports of ships of the Royal Australian and Allied Navies.

e By organising symposia, ship visits and various other functions of maritime interest
throughout the year.

Member participation is encouraged in all these activities.

JOINING THE LEAGUE

To become a Member of The League. simply complete the Application Form below, and
post it, together with your first annual subscription of $12 00 (twelve dollars) (which
includes the 4 quarterly editions of “The Navy”), to the Hon Secretary of the Division of
the Navy League in the State or Temitory in which you reside. the addresses of which are
as follows

NEW SOUTH WALES DIVISION: GPO Box 1719, Sydney, NSW, 2001.

VICTOHIAN DIVISION: C/- 4 Eleanor Court, Donvale, Vic, 3111

QUEENSLAND DIVISION: C- 42 Gligandra Street, indoorooplily, Qid, 4068.
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY DIVISION: C- 45 Skinner Sireet, Cook, ACT, 2614.

TASMANIAN DIVISION: ¢ 42 Amy Rosd, Launceston, Tas, 7250.
WEST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION: C+ 23 Lawlor Road, Attadsle, WA, 6156.
NORTHERN TERRITORY DIVISION: GPO Box 2612, Darwin, NT, 5794,

Subscriptions are due on 181 July in ssch yesr, and your membership will be current 1o J0th June immedistely
lolowing the date on which you |oin the Lesgue, except thel il your first subscription is received during the period
tet Apeil to 30th June in any yeer, your initisl hip will be to 30th June in the following yeer.

r--— ST e S — ) G T SN =" -—-_'

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA
Application for Membership

To: The Hon Secretary
Ihe Navy League of Australia

Division

Sir or Madam,

|

| wish to join the Navwy League of Australia, the objectives of which | support,
a remittance for $15.00 being my first annual subscription to 20th June next.

Name

(Mr)

(Mrs)

Ms) PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
{Rank)

Street Suburb

State Pastcode

Signature Dare

Sutucriptions ary due on 151 July in each yede. snd your membership will be corrpat to JOUh Juny inmedistely follgwing e dais
o0 which you join [he Leagee, except that If your first subscription is received during the peried 151 Apel to 200 June in oy
yesr, your initisl membership will be exiended tv 300 Juna. in the lollowing year

L



JOIN THE

NAVAL RESERVE CADETS
If you are between the ages of 13 and 18 years:

The Naval Reserve Cadets provide for the spiritual, social and educational welfare of
boys and girls and help 10 develop in them character, a sense of patriotism, self-reliance.
citizenship and discipline

Uniforms are supplied free of charge

Cadets are required 1o produce a certificate from their doctor to confirm they are
capable of carrying out the normal duties and activities of the Cadet Corps_ If injured while
on duty, Cadets are considered for payment of compensation

Parades are held on Saturday afternoon and certain Units hold an additional parade
one night a week

The interesting syllabus of training covers a wide sphere and includes seamanship.
handling of boats under sail and power. navigation, physical training. rifle shoocting,
signalling, splicing of wire and ropes. general sporting activities and other varied subjects

Instructional camps are arranged for Cadets and they are also given opportunities,
whenever possible, to undertake training at sea in ships of the Royal Australian Navy

Cadets, if considering a sea career. are given every assistance to join the Royal Austra-
lian Navy, Mercantile Marine or the Royal Australian Naval Reserve. but there is no compul-
sion to join these Services
For further information, please contact the Senior Officer in your State, using the
addresses provided below.

NEW SOUTH WALES: Staft Office Cadets, HMAS Watson, Watsons Bay, NSW,
2030,

QUEENSLAND: Staff Office Cadets, HMAS Moreton, Box 14167, GPO, Brisbane,
4001,

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Staff Office Cadets, HMAS Leeuwin, PO Box 58,
Fremantie, WA, 6160.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Staff Office Cadets, HMAS Encounter, PO Box 117, Port
Adelaide, South Australia, 5015.

VICTORIA: Staff Office Cadets, HMAS Lonsdale, Rouse Street, Port Melbourne,
Vie, 3207.

TASMANIA: Staff Office Cadets, HMAS Huon, Hobart, Tas, 7000.

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: Commanding Officer, TS Canberra, PO Box
ES2, Queen Victoria Terrace, Canberra, ACT, 2600.

NORTHERN TERRITORY: Commanding Officer, TS Darwin, PMB 13 Winnellle, NT,
0820.

“THE NAVY”

All enquiries regarding the Navy Magazine, subscriptions and editorial
matters should be sent to:
The Hon. Secretary, NSW Division

NAVY LEAGUE of AUSTRALIA
GPO Box 1719, SYDNEY, NSW, 2001

et
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“A War To End Wars?”

In an article in this issue of THE NAVY, Naval Affairs writer A. W. Grazebrook refers to
lessons that will undoubtedly be learned from Australia’s participation in the war in the
Middle East: He correctly points out that Australia’s predominantly naval contribution
is to an essentially offensive operation — dislodging a large and firmly entrenched force
from a country it has subjugated — whereas the role of the Australian Defence Force
and to that extent its structure is basically defensive.

capability - much of the ADF’s equipment, particularly that of

the Navy and Air Force, can be employed in either role — but
our strategy is “defensive”; our forces are unlikely 1o be used in the
foreseeable future 10 acquire additional territory or 1o overcome by
force of arms some country with which the government happens to
disagree.

The lessons o be leamed from the Middle East war will not only
be military in nature; the extent of the political repercussions can
only be a matier of guesswork al this stage but there can be no doubt
they will be felt worldwide. At stake is the viability of the United
Nations Organisations as a peacckeeper.

Unlike the Korean War, where aggression was combated by a
group of nations, including Australia, operating under the United
Nations Nag and with a United Nations command, the Middle East
war and the evenis leading up to it involve a large but in some
respects loose coalition of nations enforcing a United Nations
resolution, It would appear that qualifications placed by some nations
on the way their armed forces can be used has made a truly unified
c d virtually impossible. This is regrettable but y the
principal contributor, the United States, and its closest allies
including Britain and Ausiralia, have appreciated the folly of disunity
and have a viable command arrangement.

It is a tragedy in more ways than one that Iraq, as a result of quite
clear United Nations disapproval expressed in the form of wamings,
sanctions and eventually a Jeadline for withdrawal, did not withdraw
from Kuwait prior to mid-January, 1991, If it had done so the
authority of the United Nations would have been sirengthened
immeasurably and indeed the course of history may well have been
changed. It was not 1o be so and the consequences of the need 10 go
1o war have yet 1o be faced.

In planning for the future, a factor not as widely recognised as it
should be put one that must be taken into account, is the “antiwar™ or
“peace” movement thal exisis in one form or another in most Western
countries. Vocal and sometimes carrying their opposition 1o decisions
of their governments (o extreme lengths, the disparaie groups

Tony Grazebrook is not suggesting the ADF lacks an offensive

involved create disunity in and P that
national leaders with dispassionate decisions can well do without.
So far as A lia is d, war is 1o most people —

especially 1o those who have been involved in one — but the world
and human nature being as they are, it is reasonable 1o ask those who
oppose our involvement in the Middle East, what their attitude would
be should some couniry, envious of Australia’s abundant resources
and living space, decided 1o make better use of them. Surrender
i diately? Call for assi ? Or resist fless? A lesson 1o be
re-learned rather than leamed from our current involvement is the

need 1o control the indiscriminate supply of armaments 1o all and
sundry. It can be argued that it is legitimate to supply arms 1o allies or
friends but regretiably history indicates that only too ofien today's
friends become tomorrow’s opponents. It will be one of the many
problems 1o be solved if the promised “new order” is (o come (o pass.

The hardest thing to change will be human nature and one
suspecis that fear of the consequences will be the main deterrent for
potential aggressors for some time 1o come.

GEOFFREY EVANS
Federal President
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Ltd

Dunlop Aerospace Australia

Hawker de Havilland Limited
NQEA Australia Pty. Ltd.

Rockwell Electronics (Australasia)

Pty. Ltd.

Rockwell Ship Systems Australia
Pty. Ltd.
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From our

e porint

Readers

Dear Sir

I have been reading the book called The Navy about the Navy
League.

I was in the RAN from 1938 tll 1946 joining for 12 years but
paying off with 8 years as a P.O. Cook(S). Now | would like 1o get in
touch with some (one) about the minesweeping ships | served in; one
we worked between Sydney and Port Kembla and Jervis Bay, from
Monday w0 Friday

We coaled ship in Sydney on Saturday before getting weekend
leave if you were lucky. | was in NAMBUCCA, (wooden ship) and
won men, made up of rawler men, working with the “"HEROS” and
“ST GILES™. | am sure that these two ships were ugs in Newcasile
before and after the War.

Good might, God biess. li ont, pupe down
LES FENNING,
Concord, NSW
A X
Dear Sir,

The Submarine Association of Australia 15 forming 3 New South
Wales Branch on ANZAC Day 1991, The first election will be held at
the reunion, in the Function Room at HMAS PLATYPUS, Neutral
Bay

All submariners retired and scrving in NSW are encouraged 1o

4 -The Navy, Aprik-June, 1991

march and attend the meeting. For more information call Peter Smith
02-519 8745 or Peter Davies 043 88 1184,

Yours sincerely,

PETER SMITH

98 Yelverton Street, Sydenham, NSW 2044
o

Dear Sir

I read with great interest the article in your magazine THE NAVY
on the sailing ship SOBRAON and the life of the boys aboard when it
served as a boys naval training ship. | was a boy in the RN at HMS
GANGES

For some time now | have been researching the ships of Duncan
Dunbar a Scots shipping millionaire who owned 70 sailing ships that
wraded in tea and also sailed in Australian waters, The most famous of
these ships being the DUNBAR which was wrecked ofl Sydney
Heads with one survivor. Another of hus ships is being restored at
Picton, New Zealand, she is called the EDWIN FOX. The
SOBRAON is interesting in this context as it was built for Gellatly
the gentleman who look over the Dunbar ships on the death of
Duncan Dunbar. He was chiel shipping clerk and started the new
international shipping company it is today his first new ship was
SOBRAON,

The ship was the largest composite ship ever built and she was
built at Halls & Co at Aberdeen. The shipyard is sull in busincss and

HMAS NAMBUCCA

not far from Duncan Dunbar, birthplace and as a tribute to his
benefactor Gellatly had the traditional Lims Head fig of the
Dunbar ships fitted to the bows of the SOBRAON. Does anyone
know if the fligurchead still survives.

| receive your magazine from a gentleman in Forster, and | send
him the Navy News then vour mag is passed 1o the cadets in my unit
based here in Dunbar call T.S. Valiant,
My kindest regards,
Yours aye

LIEUT Kevin A. (SEC) RNR
Commanding Otficer, T.5. Valiant, Dunbar
39 Springfield, Dunbas, East Gothian, UK

o o 3

DISPLAYIING THE
SILEINT SERVICE

Dear Sir,

A Naval Museum has been set up within the bluestone walls of
the first RANC, Osborme House and | have been appoinied Hon
Curator. Being the President of the Geelong Branch of the Navy
League this gives me a great deal of pleasure,

As you know, Osborme House has had a long association with the
Royal Australian Navy commencing in 1912 when the Navy first
took occupancy. It is now history that these buildings were used as
the first Royal Australian College commencing in 1913,

Further associations followed in 1921 when Osbome House was a
submarine base with *J° class submarines being moored alongside
HMAS CERBERUS (then named “PLATYPUS 11™) off North
Gecelong.

With this background, it is an ideal place 1o set up a Naval
Museum. And excellent supply of artifacts has already been loaned or
donated for display, but there is room for more,

Could you please include the attached news item in the next
edition of the “NAVY ™} [t may generate some “atlic cleaning™!

I think it fair 1o sav that a number of our members have been
through Naval service and quite a few, through RANC al some stage,
lalthough not at Osborne House!) it means that little pieces of history
lie spread throughout Australia! These are the pieces we are looking
for!

Wishing all members, you and your family, compliments of the
scason,

Your sincerely.
BOB APPLETON, Hon. Curator
Osborne House, Naval Museum

- B 4
Dear Sir,

I am an amateur numismatist researching all the tokens used by
Australin’s armed forces. Recently | obtained two tokens one of
which 1 think was used at Garden Isiand.

1 should be pleased if you could publish in “THE NAVY" the
photos along with my name and address and a request for information
about the tokens.

Thanking you in advance.

Yours faithfully,

0 20 30 40

TN

Fatons Crestenm

20 30 40 50 e

“THE NAVY”

All enquiries regarding the Navy
Magazine, subscriptions and editorial
matters should be sent to:

The Hon. Secretary, NSW Division
NAVY LEAGUE of AUSTRALIA
GPO Box 1719, SYDNEY, NSW, 2001
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HMAS YARRA
IN IRAQ. - 50 YEARS AGO

The Royal Australian Navy's current operations in support of the United Nations resolutions on Kuwait is
not the first time that it has been in the Persian Gulf area. Fifty years ago the Australian built sloop
HMAS YARRA saw action with British forces in a war against Irag.

HMAS YARRA's involvement in that
Iraq conflict resulied from a coup d’etat on
April 3/4 1941 led by the natonalistic and
pro-German Rashid Ali. After assuming
power he advised the British that he did not
fecognise any ireaiies signed beiween
Britain and the previous government. This
the British government viewed with concern
particularly as the existing treaty not only
allowed for the movemnent of British forces
through Iraq but also committed it to
assisting Britain in time of war. There was
also the potential for the new regime in

10 interfere with the fow of oil fur
Britain's war effort.

YARRA was allocated to form pant of the
escort for a convoy carrying a brigade group
and regiment of field antillery from Karachi
to Basra. The convoy and its escoris
departed Karachi on April 12, The British
intended 1o land these troops in Irag under
the terms of the 1930 treaty.

The seven and escorts enlered
the Shatt-el-Arab waterway on 0230 on
April 18 and 10 the port of Basra.
Whilst travelling up the waterway the
convoy passed four Iranian warships and

ceremonial courtesies were exchanged with
the neutral lranians. Once the troops were
landed the Iragi government advised the
British that no more troops could be landed
until those already in the country had moved
on. The British responded by advising the
new government that in view of the crincal
siluation in Egypt more troops were o
amve. These additional troops had departed
India on April 22 in convoy BPI.

In anticipation of a possibie Iragi anack
the Royal Navy prepositioned HM Ships
HERMES and ENTERPRISE south of the
Shani-el-Arab waterway so as 1o cover the
arrival of this new convoy. YARRA was
dispaiched 1o the head of the Shatt-el-Arab
to help escomn this convoy 10 Basra, These
additional troops were also landed without
incident. However, shonly after the arrival
of this latest convoy the Iragis surrounded
the RAF establishment at Habbaniya and on
May 2 they opened fire on the British
cantonments, War between Britain and Irag
was officially declared a1 1430 on May 2,
1941

HMAS YARRA, commanded by LCDR
W. H. Harrington RAN, was at this time

HMAS YARRA in the Persian Guil.

operating under the orders of the Senior
Naval Officer Persian Gulf and would for
the greater part of the war continue to
operate along the Shatt-cl-Arab waterway in
support of the ground forces,

Early in the moming of May 2, YARRA
sailed up the waterway 1o the Qarmat Ali
Bridge, above Ashar, where she was to
prevent the southward movement of lragi
reinforcements, On ammival at the bridgehead
it was found thai the southern approaches
were in the hands of Iraqi troops who were
busy mining the bridge. By 1135 the Iragis
had withdrawn their troops from the
southern side of the bridge and with the
approach of Sikh roops atempted to blow it
up.

The charges, however, misfired and
personnel from YARRA were landed to
retrieve the charges and render them safe.
After being retrieved the charges were
examined and found 1o consist of gun-cotton
manufactured at Waltham Abbey i 1937,
The charges had misfired due to the
improper fitting of the primer into the gun-
cotton. Afier the withdrawal of the Iragi
troops and the rendering safe of the bridge

Ih.. Sikh troops crossed and took up

on the h side of
the bride. Later that afternoon two RAF
aircraft attacked the Iraqi positions and
YARRA fired two salvoes of HE in suppont
ol the British troops.

YARRA weighed anchor at 1935 and
proceeded back down the Shati-cl-Arab 10
an anchorage off Margil Wharves. During
the daylight hours of May 3rd and 4th
YARRA again proceeded 1o the Qarmat Al
Bnidge 1o support the British ground forces.

Movement up and down the Shatt-el-
Arab was dangerous not only because of the
possibility of antack by Iraqi ground and air
forces but also because of the large amoumt
of debris in the water. On a number of
occasions YARRAs steering was jammed by
the debris and the ship was manoeuvred
from the hand stcering position in the tiller
Mat, a very task in P
passing 37 degrees Celsius,

Following a report that the Iraqis had
dropped mines, YARRA was moved down
river to an arca known as Satan’s Gap,
where al anchor, some of her crew manned
wo tugs to patrol the anchorage.

Al 2330 on the might of May 4 YARRA
proceeded to a position near the British
Consulate in Ashar where a large crowd had
been gathering. On May Tth she covered a
Gurkha landing, in the vicinity ur the Bnmh

HMAS YARRAA sailing Fremantie

completion of this operation YARRA
conducted boiler cleaning, one boiler at a
time, until May 22

The final stage of YARRA's involvement
it the Irag campaign began on May 22 when
sit sailors dressed as Arab fishermen
manned a native bellum and ook soundings
of & possible landing area along the Shatt-¢l-
Arab waterway prior 1o the commencement
of Operation SCOOP. The aim of this
uperation was 1o clear Iragi forces from
along the right hand side of the waterway in
the vicinity of Habib Shawi. About 100 of
the enemy were believed 1o be dug in near
the feature known as the Big House. LCDR
Harrington was given overall command of
the naval forces inv  ved in Operation
SCOOP. These inclu. .u YARRA; the tugs
SOURIYA and SHAMAL, an RAF launch
and a pontoon. Air support was to be
provided by aircraft of 244 Squadron RAF.

The 1asks allocated 10 YARRA and her

YARRA commenced to engage her allotied
targets by firing on the Big House, Bath
North whilst the military forces commenced
1o land.

The British wroops were gquickly ashore
and occupied the Big House for use as a first
#id station and communication post. One of
YARRA's crew was landed with the soldiers
to assist in ship 1o shore visual
communications. After the landing YARRA
proceeded up stream 1o be in position to
provide covering fire for the troops if
required. Once the troops had achieved their
objectives they were re-embarked without
incident and by 0942 YARRA had retumned
to her anchorage off No 1. berth Margil.
Ammunition expended by YARRA for the
operation tolalled 43 rounds of 4 inch HE,
216 rounds of 0.5 inch and 550 rounds of
-303 inch machine gun ammunition.

Whilst YARRA was engaged in

pporting British troops along the Shan-cl-

naval force were 1o W0 comp

of Gurkhas and Battalion Headquarters o
the arca near the Big House and bombard the
area prior to the landing of the troops. A
further bombardment of the South village
and ground 1o the east was conducted using
embarked mortars, The naval force also
provided covering fire for the troops and
engaged enemy seen or heard, firing from
the north village or the date grove near it. On

of the ion the troops were

late. This force
lhe township. Whilst lh: Iaruhng wn“ re-embarked and the force returned 1o its
d, some pons fire  normal base.

was heard during the morning. Fleet Air
Arm Swordfish aircraft also bombed the
main road outside Ashar. The township was
fully occupied by the moming of May 8
YARRA then 1o Fao where on
May 9 she assisted in the disarming of local
police and the occupation of the town, On

In preparation for their involvement in
Operation SCOOP YARRA's crew worked
al various tasks including transporting troops
to the waiting ships and mounting two
mortars amidships on the Sloop. At 0320 on
May 24 YARRA and her flotilla proceeded
10 their destination arriving about 0400,

Arab waterway other British forces were
advancing on Baghdad. On May 29 British
forces entered the city and the following day
Rashid Ali and his senior officers fled 10
Persia. The Amir Abdul Tllah was reinstated
as the Prime Minister of Iraq on May 31 and
an armistice was declared the next day.

Throughout the period of service along
the Shatt-¢l-Arab the ships company of
YARRA had performed very well, though by
this stage the number of personnel suffering
from malaria was al a point where it was
starting to impact on the operational
effectiveness of the sioopo.

On completion of her Persian Gulf Iuw'
YARRA was to retum to the
were along with other ships of the Roya]
Australian Navy, she eamned the respect of
both friend and foe alike.
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NAVAL MATTERS

by A. W. GRAZEBROOK

Sea Power
Maritime Power and Air Power

With the outbreak of war in the Persian Gulf, military professionals will be
studying the conflict to derive lessons to apply to their particular national
defence circumstances.

his was done by the Australian Department of Defence and
Ausiralian Defence Force after the Falklands War. A
number of lessons were perceived and applied. Because of
the great difference between the strategic circ s of

* Support friendly regional powers by regular visits and training
exercises in peace time.

In so far as this force structure provides equipment and personnel

Australia and those involving Britain in the Falklands War, the
lessons relevant 10 Australia involved almost exclusively specific
modifications 10 equipment and changes in training methods.

As part of a United Nations force, the ADF has participated in the
Gull War. Therefore, ther: will be lessons learned which should be
applied to improve the effectiveness with which the ADF can
participate in any future United Nations sponsored force.

H ., the bj of the United Nations sponsored
forces in |hc Persian Gu]l‘ War is very different from any which could
conceivably be applied 10 the ADF, either now or in the more distant
future.

The United Nations sp d force is g an offensi
overseas amphibious and desert land campaign o cject a massive
hostile army from a carefully prepared defensive position. The United
Nations alliance air forces are applying airpower in support of that
campaign.

This is a very different objective, and a very substantially different
type of warfare, 10 that assigned 1o the Australian Defence Force
under Australia’s defence strategy.

Thc role of the ADF is :(rllts:nlly defensive — 1o defend
A (both i and ) and interests (primarily
economic )

To achieve this, the ADF is structured 1o:

Detect as far away as possible an impending attack, using long

range submarines, P3 maritime patrol aircraft and Jindalee over

the horizon radar.

Using the RAN and the RAAF's F111C and FA18 aircrafi, destroy

any attacking invasion or air strike force whilst it is on or over the

high seas.

Use the Army to deal with any enemy forces which do get

through, 1o defend our vital assets (military, particularly air bases,

and economic) and to deal with incursions by hostile special

forces.

Use appropriate forces to deal with attacks on our economic

lnlcrtsts Navy, \I‘Il'l its "Cllblhly in situations requiring a

iy suited 1o this role. Army also
hulmlnnpi.ly w‘llwlulr mwuniwlmmpnnedfom

* Rescue, or succour Australian citizens caught overseas in civil or

military strife. Again, a capability for graduated response; is

particularly appropriate in these ci es.
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pprof y trained, operate with allied forces where necessary.

In summary, ours is a maritime strategy. The ADF is equipped for
that role. The ADF is equipped neither for desert warfare nor for air
warfare of the type underaken in the Gulf War. To equip and train the
ADF for thal purpose would divent resources away from the primary
purpose of the ADF.

Australia cannot afford 1o scquire and operate equipment for
operations with allies alone.

It is right that Australia should support allied military activity
where it is in our interests 10 do so. However, that support should be
limited to using forces which we have anyway under our defence
stralegy.

Clearly, the ADF’s role is very different to that of the United
Nations sponsored force in the Persian Gulf War. There is no
intention, on the part either of the present Australian Government or
the Aliemative Government, that the ADF should mount an assault
overscas.

Overscas peace time involvement in our region takes the form of:

* RAAF aircraft (P3Cs and FA18s) operating from and through
friendly regional bases, and participation by the RAAF in the
International Air Defence System (LADS) in South East Asia.

* Virtually consiant presence of one or more RAN ships.
submarines or crafl in regional waters, This includes regular
participation in exercises,

* Participation both at home and overseas of Army personnel in
exercises and training.

There is no real move, by either Government or Opposition, to
change the nature of this involvement. Indeed, funding limitations are
making it very difficult 10 maintain the ADF required to fill its
current role.

Therefore, we must be very careful to ensure that all the Persian
Gulf War lessons applied to the ADF are strictly relevant to the
ADF's role.

For example, the forces and weapons required 1o seize control of
another country’s airspace and mount a major attack on his cconomic
infrastructure and military forces are not required by the ADF. Nor do
we require the capability to mount and support an opposed
amphibious landing.

The main ways in which air and sca power are being applied 10

NavaL MATTERS - Continued

the Persian Gulf will pot be utilised by the Australian Defence Force
in their role in the defence of Australia.

Nevertheless, there are valuable lessons to be leamed.

The effectiveness of airborne warning and control (AWACS)
aircrafl in the Gulf War demonstrates the truth of what both RAAF
and Navy have been saying for some years. The ADF needs AWACs
(or AEW & C) aircraft and needs them badly.

The helplenncu uf !.hc navyless Irlq in Ihc face of the United

The RAN lacks a reserve of close in weapons systems — essential
for operations al sea in the 1990s. Only the chance availability of two
exira Phalanx systems (already in country for two FFGs under
construction) allowed HMAS BRISBANE to sail for the Gulf
properly equipped in this regard. The need for these sysiems was
recognised al the time the DDG modemisation was planned. Navy
requested Phalanx CIWS for the under way replenishment ship
SUCCESS. Funds were forthcoming for neither need.

Nations s in the p phase which The installation of BRISBANE's Phalanx sysiems was only
followed the Iragi invasion of K.IIWlIL the of ible because A lian Defence Industries had the

forces capable of overcoming a blochde In spite of hcr short and expertise to do so. This is only one example of the vital role of
coastline and overland i with nei A lian defence industry in getting ready for the deployments.

Irag is vulnerable 1o blockade. Australia, wholly dcpcnd:nl upon
maritime methods or carrying her overseas trade, and heavily
upon culnll sll:ppms for vital fuel and raw materials, is

more 1o blockade than Irag.

Again, the United Nations sponsored force has expended
considerable effort on sea mine counter measures. The US is week in
this regard and has had 1o depend on her allies (including an RAN
clearance diving team). Australia has no allies who can provide
MCM support. Although we are making progress in MCM, more
must be done - and with a far greater sense of urgency than is
1o the ouiside ok

The use of Tomahawk missiles has demonsirated their
effectivensss in striking only specifically designated military targets,
In the longer term, when the modemised F111Cs finally retire, long
range weapons of such accuracy as that of the Tomahawk may well
fill an ADF need.

This lesson must never be forgonen,

Another lesson is the importance of training not only at unit level

— ships” companics, aircrafl crews and so on — but at the senior level

as well. A glance at the Navy List shows that we have only a few

senior naval officers with the sea expenience in command of ships

with modern weapons and combat data systems. Appropriately

qualified senior Army and Air Fon‘r officers are every bit as

In the i 1 env of

the 6DF the need for oﬂ'u.cra fu( senior opculluml and tactical
4 (as well as must not be forgotien.

Up to the time of writing, Australia’s support of the United
Nations in the Persian Gulf has been well handled. We have sent the
most suitable forces we have - the FFGs, DDGs and afloat suppon
ships, with a clearance diving team, medical personnel and Army
close range AAW units. If furnther effon were required, the RAAF's
PICs and C130s would have fined in well,

Buying Holden?

Come South to
SHACKS COCKBURN

SALES
New Holden Passenger and Commercial Centre
» Large Used Car Cenlre

PARTS
Stockists of all Holden Parts and Accessories

SERVICE
Holden Master Level Service Centre
« Ali Makes All Models

HOLDEN

DEALERS
Rockingham Road,
Naval Base WA 6165

TELEPHONE:
(09) 410 1433

FACSIMILE:
(09) 410 2331

& \EX LANE
AUTOS

We have been operating as a New Car Dealer since 1960,
servicing Mandurah and surrounding areas,

Our ongoing company policy is lo service satisfaction with
our unigue Life Time Warranty on our Pants,

To obtain this we are heavily committed to training our
Technicians with up to date and future Technology.

With this in mind we have been working with and
supplying Technical suppon on board in person and in
our workshop 1o a wide range of Naval vehicles.
We are offering this service 1o any personnel who need
Technical advice or repairs.

Contact:
Peter Wallis Service Manager
Tom Ellis Service Advisor

53 Pinjarra Road, Mandurah WA 6210

TELEPHONE:
(09) 535 1688
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INQWY S TROI
IFEAWVES!

HMAS PARRAMATTA, the oldest
warship in the Royal Australian
Navy, ended distinguished 30 year
naval career on Friday 11 .lanuan;r

he .‘Il\lllf PARRAMATTA was th
largesi ! heavily armed all
the ships Ty the name

She was launched

Lady Dowling on 31

January, 1959 and commssoned inlo naval

e on 4 July, 1961, the Jubilee year of

the RAN
Duning her M) years of service
PARRAMATTA stcamed nearly 750,000
s, visited | uniries, and ook part in

WMErous na excroives throughout the
Pacific

she  assisted with rehel
operali in the aftermath of Cyclone
Tracy, and m 1976 she was o Bal

Commissioning ceremony af Garden lsland, 4 July, 1961

L]
Inspection by FOCAF. Commander Griffiths is in the background.
10 The Navy, April-June, 1991

The Mleet

C;;tmﬂs. prior to her official commissioning

for reliel work following a large eanhgquake,
Scores ol family members joined the ship
for a final family sea day off the Heads

Ceremony Speech
by RADM GUY GRIFFITHS RAN

Commander Scot, officers and sailors of
HMAS PARRAMATTA, Minister Peter
Collins, Alderman Alan Hyam, Lord Mayor
Parramana. distinguished guests, ladies and
gentlemen

Thank you for your invitation 1o speak at
this historic ceremony - Parramatta is a
special memory in my naval career as she
was my first command. But may | first
congratulate you all on the fine wumout this
morning - the excellent drill of the guard,
and the high standard of your ship - she
docsn't look ready for paying off.

In fact [ gained a linle additional driving
time before the ship commissioned by taking
her 1o sea for builders trials in November
1960, — and again in June 61 to join the
fleet for a ceremonial entry into Sydney
Harbour for the Navy's 50th Anniversary
it was the first time the ship circumnavigated
Cockatoo Island and 1'm sure this has been
done many times since,

4 July, 1961 was a very filung day for the

builder 10 handover the ship 1o the Navy and
for the commissioning ceremony — al last we
had gained independence from the builders
yard - every ship's company is the same -
they are keen o gel away and gel on with
working up to the fleet operational siandard.

It was also quite appropriate that in the
Navy's Jubilee Year the third PARRA-
MATTA should join the fleet 50 years alier
the first PARRAMATTA a 700 ton torpedo
boat destroyer joined the new RAN in 1911,

The second was the Sloop PARRA-
MATTA, commissioned in 1940 und
deployed into operational work in WW2 -
unfortunately her career was cul short on 27
November, 1941 when she was torpedoed by
a U-boat whilst escorting an ammunition
ship 10 the beleaguered garrison in Tobruk -
the ship sank quickly with the loss of 10
officers and 127 sailors — including her Co
Licutenant Commander Jefferson Walker.
The convoy arrived safely. The ship was
presenied with a map of Tobruk by the rats
of Tobruk Association in August 1961, and
representatives of the Associanion are
present at this ceremony.

Back in 61 the new ship — the first of
class - brought new weapon systems and
challenges to the ship's company - the
present ship's company is being posted out
1o other ships of Meet so that a crew can be
organised 1o man the new frigate HMAS
MELBOURNE next year - another new
ship which will present new challenges.

During her 29 ycars service PARRA-
MATTA has served Ausiralia well - she has
steamed some 744,000 nm - there have been
16 deployments 1o the SE Asian Area - the
first was from May - October 1962 in
company with her sister ship YARRA

The ship has participated in 4 RIMPAC
exercises in the Hawaiian area - and in 76
provided carthquake disaster relicf 10 Bali -
then Commander Geolf Furlong was in
command — he is present this moming.

In early 1963 on 4 January the ship
became leader of the fmgaiec squadron and
then Captain Brian Murray shified his
command from HMAS QUEENS-
BOROUGH, Rear Admiral Sir Brian
Murray, could not be presemt this mormning,
but he's with us in spint having attended the
CO's last supper last night.

In her last year in service = 1990 - the
ship has been deployed away from her home
port for 262 days — of which 167 were
outside Australian waters.

Indeed the ship has remained in
operational condition antil this final event,
In the last five years Parramatia has carmied
oul an important training role - the traming
task must be spread around the flect.

Decommissioning is always a sad
accasion for navymen = 1t lakes such a long
time to get a ship, but the disposal takes no
time af all, it's very impersonal. It is also sad
that an operational ship has 10 be paid off

HMM. Sir Garfield Barwick, Senalor John Gorton and Rear Admiral George
Oidham on the bridge.

Envoute to Vietnam, 1966, with HMAS SYDNEY. PARRAMATTA's pendant number has
been painied oul.

Late 1970s, priof lo modernisation.
The Navy, April-June, 1981 11



ntinued

because manpowes

be done 1o

sumably the

wy decision

th largest maritime

positic |
the world - the stability of

NV ITONMET

the region arno Australia 1 a key factor in

Our security e Navy is the Mexible
force 10 be depl
10 help maintain

We continually see examples of rapid
change withoul warning in the imemational
relations. The facts run counter o the theory
often postulated that Australia will have time
10 assess threats (0 ils security

throughout ©

The recent example 1s of course the Gulf
ensis and the Nexibility and maobaln the
Navy was amply demonsiraied by the rapid

Top: Alter her modarmsation, HMAS PARAAMATTA leads three other Type 12 fnigates in Port

Balow: HMAS PARRAMATTA in the 1380s

Phillip Bay.
deployment of naval ships in answer to
Government policy. | think the politicising
of the arrival and departure of the ships is
unfortunate.

And as we stand here this momning 1 am
sure that we join with countless others
throughout Australia and the rest of the
world in hoping that a peaceful solution can
be found. War is the least satisfactory
method of solving disputes - history
presents us with many examples - on the
other hand it is not necessarily a case of
achicving peace al any price.

As the first commanding officer of the
third PARRAMATTA it was indeed a very
proud day 1o take over ones first command -
and [ had assumed vou siill have the original
ships bell in which my son's name is
inscribed as the first to be christened on
board - it is with some regret that | hear that
the original bell was misiaid during the
modernisation — presumably someone
somewhere perhaps in Victoria has a
conscience - il is pmbably a good time lo
returm it

APPLIED INSULATION
PTY LTD

« Thermal « Acoustic * Structural Fire Protection « Hot and Cold
Piping - Engine Exhaust - General Shaet Matal Work

SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY HIGH
TEMPERATURE INSULATED BLANKETS WITH
STAINLESS STEEL MESH PRGTECTION

7 BALLANTYNE RD, KEWDALE, WA 6105
PHONE: (09) 451 6309. FAX: (09) 458 4562

SUPPORT THE

RED CROSS

BLOOD BANK
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NAVY'S OLDEST SHIP LEAVES THE FLEET

Continued

Joining you this moming are seven ex
commanding officers and we all deeply
remember our time in the ship and the value
of the dedicated work of the officers and
sailors in our respective commissions.

We readily acknowledge the high
standards you are maintaining in the fleet m
the present time.

Decommissioning is unforiunate and sad
but we must look forward 10 the future - and
here we are confident you will all continue
o uphold the waditions and high siandards
of the Navy wherever you may serve in the
future,

You are doing an important job for
Australia = keep up the good work.

My wife Carla joins me and all other
commanding officers and their ladies in
wishing cach of you and your families a very
Happy 1991 and the years beyond.,

Today the Third PARRAMATTA ends a
distinguished service career - we look
forward to the day when the fourth
PARRAMATTA is commissioned.

Decommissioning caremony at the Fleet Base, 11 January, 1991.

NSW (02) 439 2043 » ACT (018) 33 8042
VIC (018) 33 8042 » QLD (07) 376 8133
TOLL FREE 008 773231

PROUD TO BE CONTRACTOR TO THE RLAN.

Social or Club Outings, School
Functions, Chanered Tours
From 41 1o 49 Seaters

BUS CHARTER

4 ADAMS STREET, O'CONNOR WA 6163

TELEPHONE: (09) 337 7496 All Hours
FACSIMILE: (09) 314 1141
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Australia’s
Maritime Defence Strategy
AN INDEPENDENT VIEW

Sweeping changes that have wken place
in Easiern Europe have not been reflecied in
the Asian Region and the casing of iension
between the Superpowers has already causcd
reductions in the United States presence
within the general region

We are now faced with the fact that
regional powers will, of necessity, be
obliged to accept “self-reliance™ aspecis for
their own security and which was espoused
by the former Minister for Defence, Mr Kim
Beazley at the Vernon Parker Oration in
Scpiember, 1989, Briefly, this concept
demands closer co-operation between
“friendly” powers, more jointly exercises,
more personnel interchanges, and it also
demands a greater common knowledge of
the Region and its specific problems
Intelligence gathering being accorded a
prionty.

Potentially dangerous tensions within the
Asia Pacific Region cannot be denied to
exist today aganst a background of
increased economic achievement and
development thrusting the region forward as
the future “hub” of a global cconomy. Peace
therefore, cannol be taken for granied.

Air Marshal David Evans stated” that it is
imperative that Australia must control the
sea-air gap between its Northermn shores and
“the archipelago 1o our North™ and il
necessary, “to strike swiltly and strike hard™
at enemy home bases. To take batle away
from the shores of Australia, we have the
means at hand - the RA new generation
Collins Class Submarines and the RAAF's
Orions, F/A 18 and mosily essentially, the
FIIIC Sinke Reconnaissance Foree

Additionally, the premise that it would
tlake an cnemy 10 vears 1o develop a regional
capacity 1o threaten us with regional assaull,
shares disagreement by many in the
Profession of Arms, least of all Professor
T.B. Millar, founding head of the Siraegic
and Defence Studies Centre, ANU, if his
quote i relation 1o the above premise s
correct that “its absurdity doesn’t warrant
comment.”

David Evans calls this 10 vear key
concept to our Delence planning as
“dangerous and irresponsible”™ citing the
capability of Indonesian Assault “in force™
within 48 hours = “pow!™ | personally am
inclined 1o believe that in warfare, the side

14 The Navy, April-June, 1991
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taking the initiative gencrally has the greater

advantage.
Overview

The Indian Sub-continent remains one of
the world’s most volatile regions — relations
beiween India and Pakistan are as fragile as
ever. the Mid-East crisis notwithstanding,
has only exacerbated the situation. India has
embarked on o programme designed to make
it The Superpower of the Indian Ocean and
thus has become some cause for concern,
Overtures by the South Korean President,
Rho Tae Woo to North Korea on
reunification has met with lintle result and is
still a potentially explosive siluation,

As the democratic reforms that have
occurred in Eastern Europe and within the
Soviet Union hastened the reunification of
the two German! it has caused a major
shifting of all es \nllcru;. China has

become one of the world's last great
reservoirs of oil in the South China Sea
(especially in light of the Mid-East crisis),
we have the makings of a “kettle on the
boil.”

Closer 1o home, Papua New Guinea's
agony still persisis.

Although the European theatre has come
into “sunlight”, improvements in the
Geopolitical weather as it affects our region
have still clouds of concern. The Mid-East
crisis at present is over-shadowing events
occurring in Asia. We have multiple threats
in exisience, Soviel iroop withdrawals along
the China border and a subsequent noted
reduction in strength from Cam Ranh Bay
(Vietnam), lessening their blue-water naval
activitics does not alleviaie the Japan-Soviet
question. The Chinese supply of arms 10 the
North Korean military is exacerbating the

le as felt by the reduction also of the
United States strength in  Japan,
tioning itsell as a supportive role only

for the Republic of Korea and the eventual
evacuation from the Philippines is causing
regional stability 1o be somewhat shaky.
There is also the real threat of a
Communist victory in Cambodia, and
ASEAN neighbours may have reason to fear,
especially Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore
and Indonesia, who have all made dramatic

pursued and * i in an
attempt to halt the l’!uurgcms = liberalisin™
that recently alfecied its internal politics and
has effected a return 1o the Mao-Stalinist
past causing an uncertainty on the part of its
neighbours.

There is a real possibility of a rade war
between Japan and the United States
looming and the offshoot is again concern
nal neighbours who can foresee a
militaristic “expansionist” role for
Japan and although a “thawn; clations
between it and and the Soviets have
occurred, there stll exists no peace treaty
beiween the two nations and the Sakhalin
question still lies unanswered; let alone
resolved.

The Philippines have rattled their sabre
and United States bases are foreshadowed as
unfeasible within the near future, This alone
gives serious implications towards regional
uncertainty in terms of security. Added 10
that the posturing of China, Taiwan,
Vietnam, the Philippines and Malaysia over
conthictng claims for what promises 1o

and real economic progress since 1975 and
the post Vietnam invasion of Cambodia in
1979 —~ They have ali become dominant
regional powers. This economic growth
taking place on the Pacific Rim, and
Westward of Australia poscs difficult
secunity problems, These problems are
specific 1o the region as potential for trouble
exisls in numerous arcas with Ausiralia
being caught mn a “maelstrom™ if it docsn't
look 1o its Mantime Strategy close enough.
Basis for Maritime

Reviewing the Vernon Parker oration
given 1o the Australian Naval Institute by the
then Minister of Defence, Mr Kim Beazley,
late 1989, and which was based on the
Defence White Paper,) we are in the process
of observing two distinct though inter-
related aspects.

Firsily, that of self-reliance in the matier
of defence of our mai we approaches and
secondly, the co-operative promation of
maritime interests. | believe to date that our
Primary stral¢gic interest is DOW in a siate of

“Mux”, viz: our involvement with naval
personnel and equipments in the Gulf
theatre.

However, in relation to logistics and
maritime stralegy as based on the concept of
self-reliant defence — of critical importance
is the eff of i
in our air-sea approaches to conduct and
sustain such operations there to enable
manageable defence of the mainland at an in
any level of conflict.

This is particularly true when we discuss
logistics, since our surveillance and
intelligence capabilities must enhance the
naval patrol and response forces against
credible forms of military pressure. | other
words a reactive and tactical offensive. This

mphislinl:d weapons find tenure in
“unfriendly Third World Nations” Ind
terrorist groups, the term “i

AS3051, JOHN MONASH In Port Moresby

the new direction , not an unbalanced one.
The core exists around our concept of
maritime defe and obviously we must

readiness™ takes on a new importance.
Since the release of the Policy
Information Paper in 1987, our focus has
shifted from direct defence of Australia 10
that of Regional security. Developments
within the Pacific Rim Area (Vanuam, Fiji,

Papua New Guinea) now suggest seriously

build on our eaisting resources, with
integration of the defence “arms” to a
COmmon aim. require a “cost effective”
mix of vessels, submarines, land based
aircraft (with seaborne conversion
uplhlmcs] mhlri.cd rotary-wing aircraft,

[ (both Naval and

that the more credible contingencies may
involve off-shore deployments into areas
where logistical infrastructure is, al the best
limited or a1 the worst, non-existent, and

Merchani Marine) suited to operations in the
most critical areas,

There is no denying the fact that the
Australian Northern Territories, their

where host nation suppont is ilabl
Serious deficiencies may occur in
Loy

pp and 4 pics that
pr:m:sc of l,ntlcnllly Dur Northern

Illcmpuns to support any reg

pp! are i by a massive

in turn calls for a Mexible and
logistical support operations in the
ASEAN/Pacific and Indian Ocean areas. In
fact, the increasing requirement of drug
interdiction operations closer to home
require a focused and flexible support. So
100, are the patrolling requirements of our
fishery and offshore natural resource
developments cause for concemn for we do
fall short. We fall short due to the fact that
our logistic infrastructure is sparse.

On the extreme scenario that

ihat hes from S o

P unless full p is carried
out.

Taken 1o effect, the Policy Information
Paper was predicted on a 3% real growth -
growth to date not achieved. Currently it is
estimated that 2.4% GNP is being spent on
Del'rnct T!‘us !:vl.'l can not nllsly both
lined in DOA 87
and maintain pmsenl manning and activity
levels. The variables being in fact, force
structure, manning and activities 1o fit the
argument for a balanced force in relation 1o

the East of Papua New Guinea. It poses a
dil‘l’wnll region to fight llumlgh and we can

1 that envir by the
uuluanon of small fast vessels,
incorporating protection for our Sea Lines off
Communications (SLOC’s), direct Anti-
submarine warfare and full mine warfare
capability, a submarine presence, Advanced
Logistic Suppon Sites and Forward Logistic
Sites (thus in reality negating the
requirement for a specialised sea-air
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platform|. That debate within the logistic
concepl has been finalised

Throughout history, logistic planning has
been largely reactive in nature, World War |
was fought far from our shores and we
enjoyed a relative feeling of secunity, yel,
World War Il came far (00 close! Lessons
received through the raider Emden in World
War | were not learnt. Distance, initially
permitted the luxury of tme to build up a
fighting capability along predictable lines of
communicabon.

forced to create a “mobile train” of logistic
ships due 10 the fact that its closest staging arca
(the Ascension Islands) was approximately
3000 miles from the theatre of operations -
Merchant ships were modified and utilised as
transports, assault vessels, minesweepers,
tankers, ferries, air platforms and repair
platforms plus many other associated logistical
roles. In fact, the modified fleet outnumbered
the combatants and it was this timely suppon
that enabled the “Fleet™ 1o remain “on station”
Our own mantime strategy attempts o deal

airlift for readiness, and its reliability from day
ONE - and prior 1o that day one, to move
pivotal cargoes 1o keep operating forces, their
daily readiness at a peak. This includes a
resupply function and technical suppon for
high-tech weapon systems and sensors.
meshing with adequate intra-theatre air-lifi for
any chance of success 1o emanale. An aurlift in
support of unexpected crisis has proved
essential in any theatre of operations, and
example to the resupply of our Naval force in
the Gulf theatre today would be extremely

However, in World War 11, the luxury of
time was not available in the latier stages
and we were hard pushed 1o maintain our
lines of communication.

Now, today even more 50, we can no
longer assume that ume will be available.

with the possibility of a rapidly changing
military balance — but in the concept of self-
reliance, we must not overlook the flexibility
to carry the fight 10 the enemy. Speed.
sustainability and flexibility must be part of
our Nnnan s maritime strategy and while not

Technology in the form of sup ic travel
and “directed energy weapons™ can shift the
balance of power overnight. To this,
Australia’s importance is underlined by the
developments in the Asia-Pacific Region,
and the strategic situation is now more fluid
and complex, let alone Australia being
classed as a substantial power in military
terms. This “classification” alonc creates
ceftain expectations and

g it | plan within itself, |
Ixhrvc :: (4] be afalndﬂ'!i:m on which plans
and operational options must be approached.

Logistic Elements

There are six vital elements of logistics in
support of a maritime defence sirategy.

First, while many and varied material
shortfalls exist, none is more important as

The emergence of Fac:l’rc Nations'
submarine forces as well as those growing to
our West, must not be overlooked. It is a faci
that the wartime endurance and substainability
of ships al sea is at least on par with Anti-
submarine, Anti-air and anti-surface, but none
of these could be accomplished for very long
without logistics. The Falklands conflict
reinforces this axiom and illustrated clearly the
imponance of the Merchant Fleet to sea-lift
during periods of conflict. Great Britain was

16 The Navy, April-June, 1991

. especially the right type of ordnance
for the required tactics. They are the most
critical and time sensitive commodity in the
heat of battle and the single most critical war
stopper. [t is common knowlcdg: that today.

JEPARIT.

difficult without a responsive airlift

The third vital element of fogistics in
support of our maritime strategy is the
strategic sealifr. Simply put, scalift is the
lifeblood of sustainable operations. More
supplies can be carried by sea for less cost than
air transportation. Sustainability in recent
conflicts required extensive use of sealift.
During the Vietnam contlict priority air
shipmenis of munitions carried 1% of the total
tonnage whilst the remainder arrived via
sealift. Our commitment 1o that self same
theatre was via the sealift efforis of AS 3051
John Monash, the Motor Ship Jeparit and
HMAS Sydney.

Qur ability 1o sustain a protracted, if not
massive operations within our sphere of self-
reliance, specifically the ASEAN Basin area, is
vital. To do this we need a sufficient and
capable combat logistics force — combat stores.
and ion ships, replenishr oilers,

lead times for “sman comp 1o
those of World War [I vmug: are 50 long, that
even production surges will not immediately
affect the outcome of an intense conflict.

We can see a “come as you are war”, is the
only possibility. _

Secondly, is the availability of straregic

tenders and what [ term, “theatre repair
platforms™.

Mainly — we need access to civilian owned
and/or manned commercial cargo vessels.
including ships that can be speedily modified
andjor who have the integral onboard

MARITIME DEFEN

STRATEGY

Continue

for basic replenish biliti
To s end. the deregulaion of :M Au».m!nn
coust would basically dismantle our Merchant
Fleet. This is cause for concern because it
Jeopardises the long term sustainment
capability,

Overall, our nation is vulnerable for a
major conflict in terms of national sealifi
capability even though | presume that current
sealifl stralegic programmes may give us a
modest early surge capability. We must ask
oursclves the question whether we have the
necessary iransportation assets, and if we can
ensurc their proper integration inlo the defence
structure. Yet. most important, whether we
have the capability 1o form a unified
transportation command structure, withou!
depleting the existing command siructures
specific o their own integral commands.
Maybe we must look 1o a formarion of a
Regular/Reserve Transportation Command
Cell in future defence planning

As the fourth element vital 1o our maritime
sirategy logistical support premise, | see a
focused and integrated mix of host-nation
support, advanced base functional
components, pre-positioned assets and trained
Reserve Forces. The emergence of
approximately twenly-seven new nations
within the Pacific Rim Region alone is “meat
for the sandwich™ It is essential o establish
carly a responsive logistics pipeline capability
for the advance repair and staging bases for our
ships and aircraft, concurrent with an initial
deployment of specific naval forces. This also
includes the ability 1o tend 10 wounded in arcas
where our military support infrastructure is
limited or virually non-existent,

The fifth vital element of logistics in
support of our mantime siralegy is fraining.
Training of the Fleet, the Reserve, the possible

and training of our now “volunieer”
Coast Guard and the Cadets linked 1o the
Forces,

We must as of necessity exercise our Fleet
n parts of the ASEAN theatre and Indian
Ocean area, not visited on a daily basis in
peacc-lime, but essential for any and all
sustained conflicts. We must draw from and
promote our Merchant Navy Officers 1o fill
specified irmming and teaching “billets” as pan
of the maritime strategy. Afier all, these are the
personnel that have vast and daily experience
of the sreas in the probability scenario. The
Equatorial latitudes are but onc example — we
musi understand how 1o operate and fight in
this tropical climate, the Antarctic Circle,
another area 10 also understand how 1o operate
and fight in this cold climate. Many issues
relating 1o heat and cold weather extremities
muslt be resolved. How does heat affect
performance of our newest weapons, let alone
the manpower? f-ol example, air cmdmmmg

In addition - logistic plans and capabilities
must be validated in wargames and fleet
excrcises, It is maost unpumm that shonfalls be

ified 1o the op ders to
facilitate proper tactical dcculun making. K 89
could be 1aken as cither a failure or a success.
That question is dependent upon an individual
viewpoini and a1 what level that incumbent
was operating at. Was it a failure in terms of
actual ground operations and a success in the
planning and the lessons learned, or the
reverse?

We, as a nalion, must aggressively pursve a
Jorward logistic strategy in the evemt of war,
Such a strategy will be essential 10 support
operations in arcas where we have limited or
no peacetime infrastructure, such as the
ASEAN and Indian Ocean areas of
responsibility, Political changes in our
:mm:dul: theaire as siated above not

fing. remains for
mu.‘gmy 1 doubt 1hu| there exists an

vital to the g of high-tech equip
is suddenly lost - what price the microchip?,
overheating of weapons in a protracted fire-
fight ~ a remedy readily available?, how will
the weather affect the crew?, the requirement
for special rations, extra quantities? How does
sub-zero wealhel affect the pcrlurm:nc: of
and !, and
again, the qnesuun of crew health and
demeanour rises. Realise that the Atlantic
fessons taught during the Second World War
were over forty years ago!

The sixth element vital to logistics in
suppori of a maritime strategy is planning.
This includes pre-conflict transportation
requirements, the refinement of logistic data
and planning factors, and the establishment of
host-nation agreements for support of the
operational commander’s tactical options.

fure setup in either area for :puc:llm:
training or for sustaining operations in the
event of war. Only planned and arranged
logistics can provide our forces with a rapid
and credible suppon structure,
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Navy training facility
upgrade

The Royal Australian Navy's training
capability will be significantly improved
with the addition of a new facility m
HMAS Watson on Sydney Harbour.

A contract worth 39.5 million has been
awarded 1o Brniush Acrospace Australia for
the supply of simulation equipment for the
wcucal training of the crews of the RAN's
three modermised guided missile destroyers
(DDGs), HMA Ships PERTH. BRISBANE
and HOBART

The simulator will be based on a replica
of the ships’ operation rooms. Compuier-
driven displays and instruments will provide
a lifelike atmosphere based on a variety of
realistic siuations, Naval personnel will be
able to gain a working knowledge of combat
operations before going 1o sea.

A spokesman said that the new facility,
due 1o be completed carly in 1994, would
provide improved tramning in  the
complexities of modern naval warfare at a
much lower cost than sea raming

The three DDGs have been brought up to
the latest standards and will serve well into
the next century

Warships sail for big

exercise
Several warships involved in a major
maritime exercise sailed from Sydney on
Monday morning, 11 February 1991.
Called Tasmanex 91, the two week-long
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exercise was held in the Tasman Sca
wvolving mine Australian and New Zealand
ships, a submarine and a wide variety of
wrcraft from Australia, New Zealand and
Canada

Australian ships taking part in the
Tasmanex 91 include the guided missile
destroyer HMAS PERTH, the guided missile
Irigates HMAS DARWIN and ADELAIDE
the destroyer escort HMAS SWAN, the
submarine HMAS OTWAY and the patrol
boats HMA Ships FREMANTLE and
WARRNAMBOOL

Australian aircraft involved in the
exercive included the RAAF's Onon PAC
maritime patrol craft, F/A- 18 Homet fighters
and F111 strike aircrafi, and the Navy's
Seahawk and the Squirrel helicopiers, They
exercised with New Zealand P3IK Orions
and A4 Skyhawk fighters, as well as an
Aurora maritime patrol aircraft from the
Canadian Defence Forces. New Zealand
ships included CANTERBURY AND
ENDEAYOUR.

Apart [rom practising anti-submarine
warfare, Exercise Tasmanex 91 developed
the ability of the maritime forces 1o work
together effectively.

Sword of Excellence to
top Navy Officer

The Royal Australian Navy bestowed
one of its most prestigious and sought after
awards The AWA Sword of Excellence to
the dux of the Navy's Principal Warfare
Officers’ course at HMAS Watson.

The winner this year was Lieutenam
Philip Spedding, ongmally from Belmont in
Geelong, now living in Sydney. Graduates
from this elite course conducted at the
surface warfare school are entrusted with
contral of 4 modern warship's sensors and
their crews.

Recent events in the Persian Gulf have
highlighted the importance of the principal
warfare officer. Only the prompt
employment of a warship's array of high-
tech weaponry will ensure the ship survives
a missile sttack and delivers an appropriate
response

Only officers of the highest calibre are
selected for training. To be selected an
officer would 1ypically have compieted a
degree at the Australian Defence Force
Academy or the naval college. In addition,
the officer would have had several years sea
experience, possibly including a stint as
second in command of a minor war vessel.

Officers can only be nominated for this
course by a fnigate or destroyer captain, and
only the best are capable of passing this last
formal test before being considered for ship
command.

The dux of these gradunstes is
undoubtedly the “best of the best”

Navy flight receives
service award
The Governor of NSW has presented a
community service award to the Navy's
Hawker Siddeley 748 Flight for its work
in the Australian Defence Force's

HMAS WESTRALIA sails from Geelong for the Gull.

Operation Immune Reliel programme
during the 1989 civil pilots’ strike.

Rear Admiral Peter Sinclair, who more
recently led the flood relief effort in Nyngan
in western NSW, presented the Navy League
ol Australia’s Community Service Award 1o
the Officer-in-Charge of the Flight,
Lieutenant-Commander Neil McQueen, at
the Naval Air Station, Nowra.

The 1wo HS748 aircraft, normally used
for electronic warfare training, flew a total
of 692 hours in 423 fMights. Crews from the
Night airlified more than 9000 passengers
without incident between August and
December, 1989. The flights were between
Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne, Hobant and
Launceston,

Launceston City Council formally
adopied the Navy flight on 6 December for
“its vital contribution in maintaining a link
between Tasmania and the mainland™,

Gulf ships scoop the
|

Ships in A 's Gulf depl
have scooped the pool in annual
efficiency, proficiency and sporting
awards.

The Chicf of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral
Michael Hudson, announced the results of
17 separate awards of trophies for
performance of RAN Flect units over the
past 12 months,

Ships which are either in the Gulf now or
have recently returned from Gulf duties have
received 19 mentions as either winner or
runner-up in 11 of the awards.

HMAS SUCCESS refuals the FFG DARWIN in the Gulf of Oman.

HMAS BRISBANE had two wins and
was runner-up in three other awards; HMAS
ADELAIDE won three awards, HMAS
SYDNEY won one award and was runner-
up in two other events; and HMAS
DARWIN had three wins.

It was the supply ship, HMAS
SUCCESS, however, under the command of
Captain Graham Sloper, which 1ok out the
coveted Duke of Gloucester Cup for best
general efficiency, hip i
reliability and technical iraining.

high standards achieved by the ships we
have deployed in the Gull,” he said. “They,
and all the other winners in the other
divisions of submarine operation, aviation,
patrol boat operation and mine warfare, have
performed exceptionally well and |
congratulate them,”

Politician performs

naval service
Australian naval reservists played an

I Hud: phasised that the
awards were judged on the basis of
performance over a full 12 months of
operations and the fact that ships had served
in the Gulfl had not influenced the result.

“Rather, the results reflect that the very

imp role during the Gulf crisis, both
locally and overseas

The Royal Australian Naval Reserve
(RANR) traditionally attracts people from a
wide variety of trades and professions, even
politicians,

The NSW Health Minister, Mr Peter
Collins, has the distinction of being the only
politician in Australia who was involved in a
hands on role as a naval reservist during the
Gulf erisis.

Mr Collins, who is a Lieutenant-
Commander attached to the Sydney Port
Division of the naval reserves, worked in the
Navy's maximum security Maritime
Intelligence Centre in Sydney from
7 January,

He is one of several specialist reserve
officers whom the Navy called in 10 provide
up 1o the minute intelligence briefs and
information.

The Maritime Intelligence Centre is
playing a vital role during the Gulf crisis by
processing information from a wide variety
of sources into a composite maritime
surveillance picture. This information is
used by senior military officials and analysis
al the headquarters of the Australian
Defence Forces in Canberra.

The role of reserve naval intelligence
officers has never been more important, and
reflects Navy's commitment to fully
inegrating them with the permanent naval
forces.
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Top ieft: Navy Seahawk conducts 4 stores
replenishment task from the deck of HMAS
SUCCESS 1o other units of the Task Group,

Above: A POATA demonsirates his marshailing
prowess and the size of fvs equipment for the
camessman,

Top right: The American hospital ship w SNS
COMFORT is refusiied by HMAS SUCCESS.
Ausiralian defence .orce medical tleams are embarked
in the COMFORT.

(Right) HMAS SYDNEY on patrol,

20 The Navy, April-June, 1991

Pictorial
Update
from the Gulf

Balow: Py 0 by HMAS SUCCESS'
Squirrel helicopter onto HMAS BF

Bottom Left: RAN diver ar work.

Al night: Stern view of the tanker HMAS WESTRALIA

with har new fight deck and additonal container

Cenire nght: HMAS DARWIN mmm
supertanker AMURIYAH, prior fo the landing of a
ding feam.

Bottom right: HMAS BRISBANE, Mount 51 gun crew
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US Surface Fleet Will
Continue Decline Despite
ulf Conflict

WASHINGTON - te the war in the Persian Gulf, the
mlmﬂmw ships in the US Navy will continue
to decline in the next five years, according to Defense
Department and industry officials.

With more than 100 ships
deployed in the Persian Gulfl
region, Navy planners will have
difficulty determining how 1o
retire a number of ships when
such a large portion of the fleet is
actively engaged in combat
operations.

The Navy now deploys 203
surface ships in the active and
reserve forces. Budget cuts will
force that number to drop to
between 160 and 165 surface b
ships by 1995, a Navy official
said. He noted, however, that all
cuts beyond the 1992 budget are
still subject to change.

In its Six Year Defense Plan
submitted 10 Defense Secretary
Dick Cheney, the Navy has

annual funding for four
DDG-51 Arleigh Burke-class
destroyers, down from five,
officials says.

However, they caution that
the program will average four
ships per year over the six-year
plan, meaning that in some years
the annual buy could dip as low
as two ships and in other years
increase to five. In 1992 the
Navy will propose funding four
ships cach year, sources say.

In those years when the buy
of DDG-51s are reduced, the
excess money will fund a new
aircraft carrier or an amphibious
assault ship, sources say. It is
unclear what effect this will have on the DDG-51 program, Navy
officials say.

“It will not decrease the price of the vessel, but we do not have a
firm view of what impact it will have on cost,” a Navy official said.
He noted that Cheney’s decision 1o reduce the annual buy of the
DDG-51 from five 1o four, following last summer's Major Warship
Review, forced the Navy 1o eliminate competition between the 1wo

p ing f o

ﬂ'.— inhaild
‘Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine, and Ingalls Ship

{ byrommrsozR | '

In an interview last July, Rear Adm. J. T. Hood, direct reporting

program manager for Acgis sysiems, said that a reduction to lgnl
ships would result in some cost increases to the program. Cnltllng
even deeper to fund only three ships per year could have dire
consequend predicted.
e “It's my view that we are
going to put one of these
shipbuilders out of business,
Hood said.

The DDG-51 is regarded as
the centrepiece in the surface
Mavy's ability to project power
and maintain its combat
capability at sea into the next
century. Current Navy plans
envision the construction of 33
ships al an estimated cost of $27
billion.

Despite the critical role of
battleships in Operation Desert
Storm as cruise missile carriers
and long-range fire support, the
Navy still intends to retire ils
remaining two ships, the USS
Missouri and the USS Wisconsin,
in 1992 “The banleships will be
kept as long as Desert Storm goes
on, but they will not be saved,” a
Navy official says.

The high operations and
mainienance costs of the World
War 11 battleships, currently
running about $60 million per
year, plus their crew of more
than 1,500 men, are the
principal factors against their
continued service, officials says.

However, an analysis of the
direct operational and support
costs of US Navy Ships
performed by Ron O'Rourke, a

USS ARLEIGHBURKE  naval analyst at  the

Congressional Research

Service, reveals that the $60 million cost to operate a barttleship is

equal 1o the cost of operating a nuclear-powcred cruiser and only

marginally more expensive than the $47 miilion cost 1o operate a
cruiser equipped with the Aegis battle management system. .

“Cuts are being driven by end strength (reductions), not military
value,” says O'Rourke. “End strength (manpower) should not drive
force culs.”

) i surface b will not be sufficient 10
meet the requi explicit in the Maritime Strategy, but may

Pascagoula, Miss., are the shipyards building the DDG-51. To date,
the Navy has issued contracts to construct 15 DDG-51s.
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suffice in a post-Cold War era,” says Scott Truver, a !-uvnl _lmlyst with
Information Spectrum, Inc., a consulting firm based in Arlington, VA.

Calling All NAVALMEN

NAVAL MEMORABILIA WANTED

The Headguarters of the Shire of Corio is sporting
a nautical atmosphere for the third time in its Naval
history.

A Naval M has been established within the bl walls of

plus bemg Mentioned in Despatches on three occasions, e was lost with his
ship, HMAS “Penh” when she was sunk i a battle against an overwhelming
Japanese Naval force n March 1942

In 1921, Osbome House was used as a submanne base with °J' ¢lass

Osbome House on the shores of Corio Bay.

Built in 1858, Osborne House has had an association with the Royal
Australian Navy which commenced in 1912, when the Navy first
occupied the premises. In 1913, the first Royal Australian Naval
Officers” Training College was opened by the Govemor General, Lord
Denman, accompanied by the Prime Minister, the Right Honourable
Andrew Fisher,

Amongst the very first intake of cadets was 4 young lad named John
Augustine Collins who retired as Vice- Admiral Sir John Collins K.BE.,
C.B.

He achieved two firsts by becoming the first graduate from the
College 1o become First Naval Member as well as Chiel of Naval Suail,

When in command of HMAS “Sydney™ he won fame by sinking the
“Banolomeo Colleoni™ and later the destroyer “Espern™,

Promoted 1o Vice Admiral in 1950, he was knighted by the Queen in
1951,

Not a bad record for the lad from the first intake at Oshome House!!

Another cadet 10 gain fame was Hector MacDonald Laws Waller who
emtered Osborne House in 1914, He quickly established himsell as a
leader by becoming Cadet Captain and later, Chief Cadet Caplain

As Midshipman Waller, he served in HMS “Agincoun”. Promoted to
Commander in 1934, he served in HMS “Resource™ and then
commanded HMS “Brazen” in the Mediterrancan during the Spanish
Civil War,

From 1934 10 1936 he was Commander of the RANC and when War
broke out in 1939, he was appointed 1o command HMAS “Stuan™ as
Commander (D) of the “Scrap lron™ Flotilla. Awarded the DSO and Bar

Tﬁi Boatswain’s Call, or whistle, was once the only method other
than the human voice of passing orders 1o men on board ship.
Today more sophisticated communications sysiems exist but the
Royal Navy, always believers in tradition, still use the Boatswain®s Cail.

The boatswain was the officer in charge of rigging, sails and sailing
equipment. He therefore needed to issue onders more often than other
officers and so the whistle was named afier hing

In the old days men were ngidly rained, almost like sheepdogs, 1
respond nnmediately 1o the piping of the Call. At sea, m moments of
danger — particularly in storms — they could be counted on 1o hear the
high-pitched tones of the Call, and react without delay. A shouted order
may not have been heard abeve the sound of howling winds and lashing
waves. Instruction 1o hoist sails, haul or let go ropes were conveyed by
different notes and pitchies

It was first used on English ships in the thincenth contury, during the
crusades, and became known as “The Call” about 1670 when the Lord
High Admiral of the Navy wore a gold whistle as a badge of rank. This
was knowwn as the “Whistle of Homour™

The ordinary whistle of command was issued in silver and often cach
officer had his own Call decorated with rope diesigns and ship's anchors.

Each section of the Boatswain's Call has a naunical name. The ball is
the buoy, the mouthpiece i the gun: the ring is called o shackle and the
leal is catled the keel

USING THE BOATSWAIN'S CALL

The call should be held between the mdex Finger and thumb, with the
thumb on or pear the shackle, The side of the buoy rests agaist the palm
af the hand and the [

gers close over the gun amd buoy hobe in position

HISTORY OF THE BOATSWAIN’'S CALL

being moored alongside, firstly the submarine depot ship,
HMAS Platypus, then later alongside the turret ship, HMAS Cerberus
{(which was then named “Platypus 1) off Noah Geelong

With this historical background, it is an ideal place o set up a Naval
Muscum.

A good supply of anifacts has already been loaned or donated Tor display.
bt there is moom for meore

Should readers have ANY stemn of Naval memorabilia, equipment, teris
of umitorm, photographs, ¢ o any shape, size of condition, in fact,
absolutely anything that can be associated with the Navy, that they would
like 1o lend, or donate to the museum. they are requested o contact the
honorary curator of the museum

The address of Oshome House is- Swinbume Street, Nonh Geelong,
3215, Funther information can be obtained by phoning Bob Appleton, the
Honorary Curabor, on (11521 79 5244 or after hours, (052 43 1066

No doubt there are a number of ex-servicemen who have memorabilia
tweked away where no-one can see it In the muscum it will be on public
dasplay for all 1o see, with the donor s nane attached if requesied

For those people who do not wish 1o donate the ilem, it can remain their
property by means of a loan ag and vet be withd, Trom the
muscum al 3 week s nobce.

\)\ LLTE \\\-\u

BOB APPLETON, Hon Curator

position 1o throdtle the exit of wir from the buoy 1o the desired amount.
Care should be taken not to touch the hole of the buoy or the end of the
pun, of the sound will be choked

There are two main notes, the “low and the high™ and there are three
tones, the “plain”, “ihe warble™ and the A

The plain note i made by blowing sicadily into the mouth of the gun
with the hole of the buoy unobstructed by the fingers, The plain high
note i produced by panly throiling the exit of air from the booy. This is
done by panly wrapping the fingers around the buoy, taking care not to
touch the edges of the hole. Intermediate notes can be oblained by
throttling 1o o greater or lesser degree,

The warble 15 obtaned by blowing in a series of jerks, with the result
like a call of 2 canary Th s prodduced by vibrating the longue while
blowing, as if rolling the | R"

PIPING THE SIDE AS A MARK OF RESPECT

The best known use of the Boatswain's Call is for “Piping the Side™,
the signal of respect which, in the Royal Navy, is reserved for the
Sovereign, senior Royal Navy officers and for 2l forcign naval officers.
A corpse when being brought on board or sent out of a ship is also piped,
but the Sick: 15 never piped at any shore establishment,

This mark of respect owes its ongins o the days when caplains used
to vasit other ships when at sea. On such occasions the visiting captain
was howsted aboard from his own boal m a chair slung on a whip rope
from the lower yard-arm, 10 the accompaniment of the pipe of the
boatswain giving orders 1o the men manning the whip.

P algaryyC ¥ Velerans'
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Saeellite N@W@@ﬁ@&)

Navigation through modem lechnology has come a long way these
past twenly years. Although the sextant is still in use, Satellite
Navigation has made navigation easy to those unfamiliar with the
principles of navigation and like automatic cars, which are designed for
one legged people, Satellite Navigation is for the lay man

Satellite Navigation was first developed for the US Navy and is
generally referred 1o as Navsat. Ji is a highly accurate, passive, all-
weather, worldwide navigational system, suilable for sub-surface and
surface navigation as well as for use in aircrafts. Navsal became
operational for Polaris Submarines i 1964 and was released for Civilian
use in 1967, It is suitable for use on vessels of any size, including yachts.

DOPPLER SHIFT

The measurement of radio signals transmitied by Navsat is based on
the Doppler Shift phenomenon — the apparent change in frequency of the
radio waves received when the distance between the source of radation
(in this case the Satellite) and the receiving siation is increasing or
decreasing because of the motion of either or both. The amount of shift
in either case is proportional to the velocity of approach or recession. 'I_h:
frequency is shified upward as the salellite approaches the receiving
station and shified downwards as the Satellile passes and recedes. The
amount of this shift depends on the exact locations of the receiving
station with respect 1o the path of the Satellite.

Accordingly, if the Sateilie positions (orbits) are known, il is possible
by a very exact measure of the Doppler Shift i frequency to calculate
the location of the receiver on Earth. The Doppler Shift is also affected
by the Earth's rotation, but this effect is allowed for and cormected by a
computer in providing the fix.

The accuracy oblained by using this l)opplu Shift technique is
possible because the y and time, can
readily be determined wan accuracy of one pan ln a Billon,

COMPONENTS OF THE SYSTEM

The Navsat System consists of one or more Satellites, ground
tracking stations, a comp centre, an inj station, Naval
observatory time signals, and the shipboard receiver and computer.

SATELLITE DATA

Each Satellite is placed in a nominally circular polar exit orbit at an
altitude of about 600 miles, orbiting the Earth in approximately 105
minutes. Only one Sateliite is used al any given time o determine
position. The Satellite stores data which is updated lrm‘rl i 3mnnh=d

whenever a transmitting satellite passes within range of a radio receiver
on Eanth and consists of a combination of the motion of the Satellite in us
orbil, the motion of the vessel over the surface of the Eanh and the
rotation of the Earth about its axis. Each of these motions contributes 1o
the overall Doppler Frequency Shift in a characteristic way. Four or five
two minute doppler counts are obtained during a typical Sateilite pass,
The Doppler counts and the Satellile messages are fed o2 digital
computer. The computer then compares calculated range differences
from the known salellite position 1o the estimated ship’s position with
these measured by the Doppler counts. The Navigation Fix is obtained
by scarching for and finding those values of latiude and longitude which
miake the calculated range differences agree best with the measured range

differences.
MNAVSAT ACCURACY

Navsal Fixes have a higher order of accuracy and reputability.

For a fixed location a dual-frequency receiver can be :xptw:_d 1o give
a fix within 150 yards (46 m) and a single-frequency receiver within 100
yards (91 m).

Accuracy of fix for a vessel underway is dependant upon precise and
accurate knowledge of own ship's motion. Typically, a transit fix of a
moving vessel can be ds accurate as 0.1 mile (185 m).

NAVSTAR GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM (GPS)
A second generation satellite navigation system under development is
known as the Navsiar Global Positioning System (GP5). When
operational, the Navstar System will ensure the accessibility of updated
navigation signals worldwide. Navstar Satellites, orbiting 10,898 miles
above the Earth will broadcast continuous time and position messages.
This hnghly sophlsncam! tri-service project is dﬂusned m provide
accurale position {three-di , velocity
and time “information with 1wcr cost uset equipment of mducad sw: and
weight and with 1k ¢ and
Signals are received I'rnm my four Navstar Satellites, These are
d time Tated, and p d 1o derive precise time,
position and velocity information.
The Global Positioning System is composed of:
Satellites - Twenty four in all, that complete two revolutions of
the Earth per day, transmitting continuously.
Control Stations — Consisting of a master station and a few monitor
sets located in the US that control and fine tune the
Satellites when they pass over each day.

injection station approximaltely every twelve hours; it B
following data every two minutes:

Fixed and variable parameters describing its own orbit.

A time reference.

The Satellites, sometimes referred to as “Birds” are completely
transistorised: they are octagonal in shape, and have four windmill like
vanes which carry solar cells. They are gravity-gradient stabilised, so that

User Equi ~ Light weight, small and relatively inexpensive
receivers that may be installed on shups, aircraft and
glwndvcnicmorcmiedaunmpti.

The Navstar Program is divided into three Ikpclﬂil\s upon
the number of Satellites orbited. In phase | six “Birds” will provide
mdmdmmmdmmfmemwdSuu During phase
11 additional Satellites will be launched providing a worldwide, two-

the directional antennas are always pointed downwards, loward the
Earth.
POSITION FIXING .

A Satellite fix may be obtained when the Satellite’s maximum
altitude relative to the observer is above 15 degrees and less than 75
degrees. As a general rule, each satellite will yield four fixes a day - two
on successive orbits and two more on successive orbits some twelve
hours later. Ideally, a Navsat Fix could be obtained about every 90
minutes. Hi this seq may be disturbed, as the Satellite, while
above the horizon, may pass af too great or 10 xmall an altitude relative 1o
the observer o permit obtaining a position.

The Fix determined by the ship's computer sysiem ishlwdlunllm
Doppler Frequency Shift which occurs whenever the relative distance
between a transmitter and a receiver is changing. Such a change occurs

24 The Navy, April-June, 1981

dimensional navigation capability with position within 300 meires (328
yards) and velocity within 2 knots. The phase 11l configuration,
ounmumguf.ASuelimmﬂmturblulphm.w-ﬂlsnwlyluhuna
three di | navigation ion 10 users around the world.

Satellite Navigation is p | and advantag for vessels of all
lypes when m:lllnnty or :cnnomully justifiable. It is available
worldwide and is not affected by wtllhc cond.uwn! including local
thunderstorms. 1t requires ]

hipb which is relatively
expensive and complex, but which is not difficult to operate. It provides
positional information 10 a high degree of accuracy and precision if
supplied with the correct information of own vessel’s motion with
respect 1o the bottom.

AW OVERVIEW

by Vice Admiral DAVID LEACH AC CBE LVO RAN (Rtd) Chief of Naval Staff 1982-1985

The “Defencc Force and the Communi
Alan K. Wrigley, published in June 1

ty” Report to the Minister for Defence by Mr
990, in response to a Ministerial Directive, is a
careful

thought provoking, well researched piece of work that deserves

That Australia should become involved
in the Gulf War less than six months after
the Review was published, places an
interesting perspective on some of the
arguments and assertions made.

The first chapter traces the changing
public and political attitudes to Australia's
defence from World War 1, through to World
War 1l and Vietnam. Righly, the Review
concludes that the general public is not well
informed on Defence issues and that while
there have been differences in political
doctrine and a lack of the rhetoric
has not resulted in vastly different defence
pmgrlmmen.

‘The Review asserts that the community is

p jed by the emphasis on Readi
Readiness with all its aspects of equip

examinction.

became a reworked 1987 Defence White
Paper.
The Rcvu.-w suffers in this Chlpm I‘mm

and equipment 1o expand force element
groups, should the need arise,
Having set the scene in previous

on Readi and W g
Time and also in the assumptions made on
the Force Structure which doesn't allow for
a contribution to the United Nations for
more than a peace keeping force.

The statement that the Defence Forces
must be structured for either sovereignty
defence or force projection is not necessarily
true,

Chapter 3 traces the changes in the
Australian Defence Force from the 1960s.
The important changes in capital equipment,
in force siructure, Confrontation, Vietnam
:nd the move fo an all volunteer force are

training and ammunition reserves is vital 1o
an effective Defence Force and it is believed
that the public generally understands this.
There would be great concern if once a
decision was made, ships took months,
rather than a week, to deploy 1o the Persian
Gulf at the start of the present crisis. There
would be a lack of morale, too, in the
Defence Force if they felt they weren't ready
to act swillly and effectively.

The Review comectly identifies the need
for a broadly based public information
programme, but has perhaps an optimistic
view of what can be achieved by public
relations,

The need is seen for

. With On overseas
experience. The Review records that we
have come a long way particularly in a
greater joint approach to defence matters.

The claim that MCM Mine Counter
Measures, broad area surveillance and army
mobility continues to be ignored is not
comecl.

The Review strikes at the professional
full time serving personnel and this
unforiunate theme is carried through
subsequent chapters.

An attempt is made in Chapter 4 10
identify ADF elements that might be used in
eredible contingencies, through the
examination of contingency planning

and while this has been elusive in the past,
the Gulf War has shown consensus in the
decision for Australian involvement and, at
the same time, has raised opposition doubts
about some tenants of the “1987 Whn:c
Paper”. In particular on Australia's

This is an interesting approach, however,
in listing the more important force element
groups in credible contingencies, the Review
amlls amongst others, tactical fighters and

rarcel‘ yers and

interests and that the ADF should be
structured predominantly in the defence of
Australian sovereigniy.

Chapter 2 precise with the assessments
of Australia’s strategic outlook from the
1976 White Paper, the 1981 Katter chorl

It is that these force
elements are in the ADF as insurance against
uncertainties of the future. This surely is

P the Review in Chapter 5 discusses
a different kind of Defence Force! It
concludes that Australia suffers serious
penalties in cost, efliciency and expansion
capability Ix:cluu: we have not adapted from
an expedi y force tradition to a
mmignly — defence posture.

The main features of the proposed
alternative model is 32% fewer regular
military personnel, 92% more pari-time
military personnel, 43% fewer public sector
Defence civilians and double the privaie
sector civilians, mostly in service industries.

The concepis of passing civilian-type
takes 10 civil infrastructure, expansion of
reserves and making greater use of the
national training infrastructure are sensible,

For the Navy’s part, to transfer 4
destroyers and | submarine 10 the Reserves
with only 20% of the total crew being full
time shows a complete lack of understanding
of the i fepend of crew bers in
minimum manned ships like the FFG's and
the need for constani training together 1o
achieve battle efficiency and readiness. This
is particularly so in submarines where one
wrong action by a crew member could
hazard the whole ship.

The costing is also questionable. Admiral
C. A. H. Trost, USN, when reporting 1o
Congress a5 Chief of Naval Operations, said:
“It is a fact that Naval Reserve force ships
are only 10% less expensive than fully
active, immediately deployable, fully
maintained front-line ships™.

Chapter 6 looks at some overseas
experience and has some interesting
comprmsolu Thcre is always the danger of

what Defence is all about — and it
shom the dmger in lrymg categorise

The Chapler has some v:ry sensible

and the 1986 Dibb Report, which

on possible sources of

P

where probl are

different and the country has, for example,

different strategic circumstances and
compulsory military service.

In Chapter 7, the Review provides a
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THE DEFENCE FORCE AND THE C

COMMUNITY

Continued

critigue of the currem Reserve organisation
and proposes improvements. Many of the
wals have meril and these could be
onsidered in expanding the Reserve forces.

A nimiber of reforms are proposed, such

give clear and
provide sullient eg

provide beiler pay and

encourage former service per
join

provide sullicient Tull-time irainimg
stalf

improve iraming methods with more

use of sumulators

Not all ol these ar

response o appro
snaires 10 RANEM
by MM indicated a

ques
personmel

Turther aclive service

Also the suggestion that the ADF is out
ol step with the employment of women, is
nol borne oul by recent RAN and ADIE
policics

Chapter B looks at arcas where Defence

Force activities can be civilianised. This s
already happening as evidenced by the
creation of Australian Defence Industries 1o

run Garden Island Dockyard and the sale of

Williamstown Dockyard 1o commercial
interests

There is no doubt that other arcas such as
apprentice training, maintenance and repair,
supply and transport and communicalion are
worthy of further detailed examination

Chapter 9 srgues for a more involved
public sector and the need for greater
attention to national planming for defence

CMETRENCICs,

SUMMARY

I'he Review acknowledges that s
implementation would take 69 years and in
some suggested areas for reform, the ADF is
already moving
aof the Review area;

The positive aspects

The need 10 encourage greater public
awareness on Delence issues and the
Gulf War, through the medium of
television has already helped in this
regard,

The transfer of some functions such as
dept level maintenance, supply and
transport o the civil infrastructure.

The need for restructuring of the
Reserves

Greater support for the School cadet
system to strengthen defence links with
the community.

* Examination of some training, eg
apprentices, being transferred to the civil
sector,

The review of some legislation for
out of reserves and commandeering civil
assels.

The Review has some negative aspects:
The  denigration of  military
professionalism, the discounting of
Readiness as a proper Defence principle,
and Recognition of the advance that has
already been made in civil-miliary
relations, mine countermeasures (o
mention but a few

The Review also seems 1o dismiss any
significant requirement for overscas forces,

Frequent reference is made 1o overseas
experience and in particular the United
States There is an assumption that overscas
practices and concepts can be readily
translated 1o Australia. There are important
differences of relative size, geography and
conscription that makes this difficult in a lot
ol cases

Proud to be appointed service contractors
to the Navy Fleet of Nissan Vehicles

Labelling, easy as...

ROYAL NEW ZEALAND

Navy

— 50TH ANNIVERSARY -

Early Years

rom the year 1887 1o 1909 New

Zealand’s interest in Naval Defence

was expressed in a practical way by

contributions 1o assist in

maintaining an Imperial Naval
Force in Australian and New Zealand
waters. From 1887 the sum contributed
amounted 10 £20,000 per annum. In 1903 it
was raised to £40,000 per annum; and in
1908, it was enacted that it should be
increased 10 a sum of £100,000 per annum
for 10 years as from 12 May 1909,

The proceedings of the Imperial
Conference held in London in 1909 has the
effect of focusing greater public interest on
the Naval Defence problem, with the result
that New Zealand undertook 1o present the
battle cruiser NEW ZEALAND 1o the
Imperial Government. This vessel was

commissioned in 1911, She served with the
battle cruiser squadrons of the Grand Fleet
throughout the war, and took part in the
naval actions of Heligoland Bight, Dogger
Bank and Jutland.

In 1911, consequent on arrangements
agreed upon at the Imperial Conference of
1909, the Imperial Parliament passed the
Naval Discipline (Dominion Naval Forces)
Act. This statute provided for the application
of the Imperial Naval Discipline Act 1o
Naval Forces raised by any Dominion with
such modifications and adaptations as might
be found necessary 1o conform 1o the law of
the Dominion. In 1913 Ncw Zealand
decided w0 prepare a naval ion for

by regulations issued under authority of
Orders in Council. Transfers of ships and
personnel as between the New Zealand
Imperial Gi and

other Dominion Governments was
authorised. The Imperial Naval Discipline
Act and the Admiralty Regulations were
applied 1o the New Zealand Naval Forces,
subject 1o any modifications necessitated by
local conditions. The Act provided that
whenever Great Britain is engaged in
hostilities the Naval Forces of the Dominion
pln automatically under the control and
ition of the G of Great
Brmm_ During periods of strained relations

the express purpose of manning ships (o be
employed in New Zealand waters. The
Naval Defence Act of 1913 was passed 1o
give effect to this decision. This Act
empowered the Government to raise and
maintain Naval Forces and 1o govern them

y the Gi General may be
P‘mu.lulml:on place the Naval Forces under
Imperial control.

In 1913 HMS PHILOMEL, a light
cruiser of 2575 tons, was detailed as 2 sea-
going training ship, while a Naval Adviser 1o
the New Zealand Government was

The Navy and Magic Nissan
the top service teams in WA,

Sales ® Spare Parts ® Service Department

164 Leach Highway
Melville WA 6156

Telephone:
317 1463

Facsimile:
317 2544
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—_—
HMS PHILOMEL, survived as depot ship till after WWil

HMS CHATHAM, light cruiser on station,

appointed. War broke out in 1914 before any
other executive action could be taken 10 give
effect 1o the staiue. HMS PHILOMEL was
withdrawn for escon duty and for service in
naval operations in the Red Sea and Persian
Gulfl until, a1 the end of the war, she was
presented by the Admiralty 10 the
Government of New Zealand as a training
ship. Subsequent she became the nucleus of
a  Dominion Naval organisation
PHILOMEL was stationed at Auckland as a
slationary ship until 1946 when she was
disposed of 10 ship-breakers.

In the in 1917, the g of
Naval defence was reconsidered in London,
but no effective decisions were taken beyond

gnising that the ad istration of all
Maval Forces in the Empire should follow
the same lines in matters of maintenance,
armament, methods and principles of
training, and organisation. At the Imperial
conference held in 1919 the Dominion
represenlatives lost no opportunity ol
impressing on the Government of Great
Britain the importance of Naval defence 10
New Zealand. At the request of the
Dominion representatives, Admiral of the
Fleet, Viscount (later Earl) Jellicoe, flying
his flag on board HMS NEW ZEALAND,
visited the Dominion to report on malters
affecting Naval defence. Having considered
Lord Jellicoe's report, the Government
decided to give effect 1o the Act of 1913,
HMS CHATHAM was lent by the Imperial
Government in 1920 for service under the
New Zealand Government and the first bawch
of New Zealand recruits joined HMS
PHILOMEL the following year.

Mew Zealand, therefore, having

HMS DUNEDIN, one of wo D class cruisers based in New Zealand waters.

Naval defence, by a natural process of
evolution departed from the policy of
subsidies, and thereupon assumed
responsibility for a definite share in the
material organisation of Naval defence. The
couniry underiook to maintain a sea-going
Naval Force and a training centre under her
immediate control. It was provided by Order
in Council dated 20 June 1921, that the
official designation of this force should be
“The New Zealand Division of the Royal
Navy”, In September 1941 the King
graciously approved the proposal that the
New Zealand Naval Forces should be

a consisient aititude 1wwards the problem of

desig the Royal New Zealand Navy.
her step was taken in fulfilment of

Naval obligations by an enactment passed in
1922 1o authorise the formation of a Naval
Volunteer Reserve force officered by and
recruited from volunieers who do not follow
the sea as a profession. This Naval Volunteer
Force has headquarters at Wellington,
Auckland, Christchurch and Dunedin.
Parliament passed an Act in 1927 binding
the Dominion Government to the cost of
construction of the Imperial Naval Base in
Singapore. This contribution took the form
of an annual subsidy to provide for a total
sum of £1,000,000. The last instalment of
this sum was paid during the year ended 31
March 1936, At the same time (in 1927) the
Government announced that New Zealand
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Resarve fraining vessel, HMS WAKAKURA
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would undertake responsibility for the
mainienance of modemn cruisers when the
Singapore subsidy had lapsed.

Between the years 1921 and 1937 the
Royal Navy Cruisers CHATHAM,
DIOMEDE and DUNEDIN were active in
New Zealand waters as part of the New
Zealand Division of the Roval Navy

During 1924 and 1925 HMS CHATHAM
was relieved by HM Ships DUNEDIN and
DIOMEDE and the oil tanker NUCULA was
hired from the Admiraity to attend them
Because of the progress made wn the
formation of the Naval Volunteer Reserve,
HMS WAKAKURA (a minesweeping
trawler) was purchased in 1926 for
instructional work with the volunicer
Reserve Division.

Two Royal Navy escorl vessels were also
employed on the New Zealand Station, HMS
VERONICA, arriving from England in
1920, and HMS LABURNUM in March
1922. They were maintained by the
Admiraity but were under the operational
control of the Chiel of Naval Staff, New
Zealand. In February 1934, HMS
VERONICA was relieved by the newly
completed escort vessel, HMS LEITH, HMS
LABURNUM remained on the New Zealand
Station until February 1935 and HMS
WELLINGTON arrived in May 1935 1o take
her place. HM Ships LEITH and
WELLINGTON reveried to Admiralty
control on the outbreak of hestilities in
September 1939 and passed 10 other spheres
of operations.

In October 1935, because of
representations made to the New Zealand
Government by Great Britain relating to the

HMS LEITH

international situation consequent on the
Italian invasion of Abyssinia, HMS
DIOMEDE was placed under the control of
the Imperial authorities lor service on the
Easi Indies Station. Having served for six
months a1 Aden and in the Red Sea, the ship
proceeded 10 England, where she paid off on
31 March 1936 and transferred her New
Zealand crew 1o HMS ACHILLES. This
vessel was then commissioned for service in
the New Zealand Division. HMS
LEANDER was commissioned on 29 Apnl
1937 and replaced HMS DUNEDIN in the
New Zealand Division.

The Second World
War

Upon the outbreak of war in September
1939, the Government organised available
privale tonnage for quick conversion to
minesweepers and established a flotilla and
three groups. The florilla comprised
COASTGUARD, GALE, MATAL MURITA
and PURIRL. The first group (based at
Auckland) included WAKAKURA,
DUCHESS and HUMPHREY, the second (at
Wellington) SOUTH SEA and FUTURIST
and the third JAMES COSGROVE and
THOMAS CURRELL.

The need {3r an independent naval force,
as distinct from Royal Navy ships on loan to
the Division, was satisfied in July 1941
when the RNZN was formally established by
Royal Decree,

As a first step, all ships currently serving
with the New Zealand Division and those
ordered and active with the Government for
war service, were integrated into the new
Navy. These included all built-for-the-
purpose and requisitioned crafi.

During the period up to 1945 the navy
remained a small ship force, equipped with
numerous locally-built patrol and
minesweeping vessels. As with RAN, the
Fairmile B motor launch was produced
locally, although ali Harbour Defence Motor
Launches were imported.

From only six active units in September
1939 and 29 in July 1941, the fleei operated
81 warships and auxiliaries by late 1945,

In September 1939 the New Zealand
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HMNZS LEANDER, hero of the River Plate.

division of the Royal Navy comprised the
following ships:

LEANDER - Light cruiser, cight 6 in,
eight 4 in guns,

ACHILLES - Light cruiser, eight 6 in,
four 4 in guns.

WAKAKURA - Minesweeping trawler,
one 4 in gun.

Achilles, Leander and
Gambia

HMNZS ACHILLES, which had been
detached for service in South American
walters with HM ships EXETER and AJAX,
won fame in the Batile of the River Plate,
which resulted in the defeal and self-
destruction of the German pocket battleship
ADMIRAL GRAF SPEE.

HMNZS LEANDER was employed on
patrol duties in New Zealand waters during
the first four months of hosulities. In
January 1940 she was one of the escons for
the six transports which carried the First
Echelon of New Zealand troops for service

HMNZS Kiw!

in the Middle East. Subseq 1y,
LEANDER spent some months on patrol
and convoy escort duties in the Red Sea,
During that time she steamed nearly 31,000
miles and assisted in escorting without loss
18 convoys totalling 396 ships of 2,500,000
tons. While operating in the Indian Ocean in
February 1941, LEANDER intercepted and
sank the Ialian raider RAMB 1, from which
11 officers and 92 ratings were taken
prisoner Later in the year she ook an active
part in naval operations off the coast of Syria
in support of the army. LEANDER arrived
back in New Zealand in September 1941
after an absenve of 16 months.

After hostiliti~s against Japan began on §
December 1941, HMNZ Ships ACHILLES
and LEANDER - operating under the
United States Commander, South Pacific
Area and the South Pacific Forces — were
employed as escorts for convoys

p g P | and supplies for the
United States task forces in the Solomon
Islands area. On 5 January 1943 & task force
covering the passage of reinforcements 1o
Guadalcanal was attacked by Japanese
aircraft. One bomb hit HMNZS ACHILLES
on a gun turret, her casualties being 13 Killed
and eight seriously wounded. She

q y went o England for a long

refit and paid off on 21 September 1943,
Operating as a unit in a United States
task force of cruisers and destroyers,
HMNZS LEANDER took part in the night
action of 12-13 July 1943, known as the
Batile of Kolombangara, against iwo groups
of Japanese destroyers and one cruiser. in
this action two American cruisers -
HONOLULU and ST LOUIS - and
LEANDER were damaged by lorpedoes. A
United States destroyer was also torpedoed
and later had 10 be sunk. LEANDER's

lties were 28 killed and 15 injured -
the Japanese lost one cruiser, three
destroyers were sunk, and one destroyer was
severely damaged, LEANDER subsequently
proceeded to the United States for
permanent repairs and arrived at Boston on
23 December 1943, having completed seven
and a half years' service in the Royal New
Zealand Navy.

The officers and ship's company of
HMNZS ACHILLES turned over 1o HMS
GAMBIA (8,000 tons with twelve 6 in guns
and eight 4 in guns) which was
commissioned as a unit of the Royal New
Zealand Navy on 22 September 1943, She
joined the British Eastern Fleet at
Trincomalee in February 1944 and took part
in operations against Japanese bases at
Sabang and Surabaya from April 1o July.

After refitting in New Zealand,
GAMBIA joined the British Pacific Flee
which, as Task Force 57, carried out
operations against the Japanese in the
Sakashima Gunto and Formosa during
March 10 May 1945, She also took part in
operations against Japan in July and the first
week of August 1945, HMNZS ACHILLES
was recommissioned on 23 May 1944, and
at the end of that year joined a cruiser
squadron of the British Pacific Fleet. She
took part in the operations against
Sakashima Gunio on 24-25 May 1945, Truk
(Caroline Islands) on 14 June, and Japan in
July-August. Both GAMBIA and
ACHILLES took part in the final operations
against the Japanese.

Monowai

The Liner MONOWAL (10,850 tons
gross register) was fitted out as an armed
merchant cruiser. She was commissioned on
30 August 1940, and during the next two
and a half years was employed on patrol,
escort and transport duties in the South
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Hmrzé AIMU, magnelic minesweeper

Pacific. She was in action in January 1942 in
Fiji waters against a Japanese submarine,
which submerged after a briel exchange of
fire,

Arabis and Arbutus

The corvetles ARABIS and ARBUTUS
were additions 10 the Royal New Zealand
Navy during 1944, The former joined the
25th Mine ping Flotilla at the begi B
of 1945, and ARBUTUS served with the
British Pacific Fleet during the final stages
of the war,

Minesweepers

During 1940-41, a number of coastal
ships and fishing rawlers had been fined out
as minesweepers. Several of them, operating
as the 25th Minesweeping Flotilla, were
employed in June-Sepiember 1941 in
sweeping a considerable mineficld that had
been laid in June 1940 by a German raider in
the eastern and northern approaches 1o
Auckland. Up to 16 September 1941 the
Motilla accounted for 130 mines. HMNZS
PURIRI was sunk through hitting a mine,
with the loss of her officer and four ratings.

During 1942 the anti-submarine and
minesweeping forces of the Royal New
Zealand Navy were sirengthened by the
arrival of seven new vessels from Great
Britain.

During the night of 29-30 January 1943
HMNZ Ships KIWI and MOA, two anti-
submarine vessels of the 25th Minesweeping
Flotilla then serving in the Solomon Island
area, fought a gallam and successful action
against the large and powerfully armed
Japanese submarine, 1-1. Forced to surface
after being depth charged, the submarine
was cngaged by gunfire from the two small
ships, A fierce action lasted more than one
hour and KIWI thrice rammed the
submarine, which finally struck a reel and
was wrecked. One Japanese survivor was
picked up HMNZS MOA was sunk at
Tulagi, Solomon Islands by enemy air attack
on 7 April 1943, five ratings being killed
and 15 injured. In August 1943 HMNZS
TUI ook part, with aircraft, in the sinking of
another large Japanese submarine, the 1-17,
from which six survivors were picked up.

In addition to the 25th Minesweeping
Flotilla, 12 motor launches constructed in
New Zealand 2nd commissioned in 194243
operated in New Zealand waters, and from
early 1944 in the Solomon Islands area
where they carried out anti-submarine patrol
and escort duties. Sixteen harbour defence
motor launches, commissioned during 1943-
44, did duty principally ai Auckland and
Wellington, one being detached for service
in the Fiji Group. Eleven anti-submarine
minesweeping trawlers were constructed in
New Zealand and commissioned during
1942-44,

Training Establishment

By 1940 it was apparent that there was

Minesweeper HMNZS SCARBA
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Misswooper HUMPHREY.
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no longer sufficient space in the old
Admiralty Reserve for both a naval base and
a training establishment. When, on 9
September 1940, the Admiralty asked New
Zealand to expand its training facilities, the

titution of a new ¢ hment became
imperative. On |1 December, the Navy
received Cabinet approval for the occupation
of the old quarantine station on Motuihe
Isiand in the Hauraki Gulf, and on 14
January 1941 the station was commissioned
as HMS TAMAKL

Training began almost mmediately with
178 men under training and a ship's
company of 42. A building programme was
begun which was designed to give TAMAKI
a training capacity of 600 “hostilities only’
men a year and 120 ‘conuinuous service’
ratings. This programmes was completed
within 18 months,

On | October 1941 TAMAKI became an
establishment of the new Royal New
Zealand Navy as HMNZS TAMAKI, and by
the end of 1943 more than 1,000 men a year
were being trained. Of the 10,000 men who
served in the Royal New Zealand Navy or
on loan 1o the Royal Navy duning the second
World War, 6,000 passed through TAMAKI,
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a creditable record when the initial
difTiculties, the limited accommodation, and
the small staff are considered.

Naval Wireless Station

In 1942 the Royal New Zealand Navy
established a naval wireless telegraphy
station at Waioury - on a high plateau in the
centre of the North Island. It was known for
some years as the Waiouru W/T Sation, but
on 30 October 1951 11 was commissioned as
HMNZS IRIRANGL

During its wartime peak, IRIRANGI had
an establishment of about 150 officers and
ratings. There were more than 80 Wrers who
did most of the ransmitting. The station’s
major achievement was in broadcasting for
the Brtish Pacific Fleet off Japan when it
was found that the American circunts were
too heavily loaded 1o handle traffic for the
Admiralty. In addition, a large proportion of
the messages between Admiral Earl
Mountbatten, then Commander-in-Chiel
South-cast Asia, and the British Government
passed through the station.
Wartime Expansion

In September 1939 permanent New
Zealand Naval personnel then serving

Motor Launci: LADY GAY.

==
Requisitioned minasweaper HMNZS MATAI
totalled eight officers and 716 ratings,
together with 74 officers and 541 ratings on
loan from the Royal Navy. In addition, there
was in New Zealand a Royal Naval
Vol Reserve org Iling 70
officers and 600 ratings.

As at Seplember 1944, the §
New Zealand naval personnel serving in the
Royal New Zealand Navy comprised 27
officers and 899 ratings, together with 80
officers and 643 ratings of the permanent
Royal New Zealand Volunieer Reserve. In
addition, there were 1,565 temporary
officers and 5,966 *hostilities only” ratings.
Of the total personnel of the Royal New
Zealand Navy in September 1944, some
3,200 New Zealand officers and ralings were
serving in ships and establishments of the
Royal Navy, including about 650 in the Fleet
Air Amm,

The Women's Royal New Zealand Naval
Service, established in 1942, 1otalled, in
September 1944, more than 500 personnel.

(Part Il - The RNZN 1946 - 1991
| will appear in the next issue.)

Requisitioned Danlayer HMNZS PHYLLIS.

FLUSH DECKS

and FOUR PIPES
by JOHN D. ALDEN, USN (Rid)

The techmical, historical and
photographic history of the United States
Navys® famous flush deck destroyers is
graphically reproduced in the reprint of
this 1965 book by John Alden.

For readers new to the book and its
subject matter, Flush Decks and Four Pipes
traces the 273 “four stackers”, classes of
destroyers onginally buill for service in the
Grest War, but which operated throughout
the mid-war years only 1o provide further
use in the Second World War.

With the advent of many new
construction ships during the SWW use was
sllI:I I'ound for the old destroyers. These

(1]
minelayers, landing ships, escont v:iscls and
support craft for flying boats. Another fifty
of the type were transferred 1o the Royal
Navy to help easc that Navies lack of
escorting ships for the convoys o Great
Britain.

Each destroyer is |ISlCd hg numbcr 1o
include all
and then cross indexed by name and number,

The quality of photographs in Flush
Decks and Four Pipes provides an excellent
insight in the design of the class, with each
one providing clear, unusual or action views
of the ships and personnel. Also depicted are
the fates of those ships transferred 1o
England and Canada, the post-war sales and
scrappings and any ships wrecked or
damaged in battle.

A major point 1o arise from the reading
of this book was the sensible approach by
the US" 1o the retention of a large *mothball®
fleet, able 1o be quickly recommissioned for
war duties, unlike any new construction
which normally took several years to
complete. With the amival of the new ships
the old ‘four stackers" were still of use, with
some serving in Australian waters during the
Second World War. The same policy of
retaining Australian ships in reserve could
have seen the recommissioning of the five §
class destroyers, the leader ANZAC and
even the cruiser BRISBANE to provide a
ready response (o the enemy naval threats in
local waters,

Flush Decks and Four Pipes is
thoroughly recommended 1o all readers of
The Navy magazine. Good value and good
reading.

WARSHIP 1990
Published by Conway Maritime Press
Reviewsd by JOE STRACZEK

Conway Maritime Press continue o
impress with their dedication to producing
to qualizy publications on maritime
subjects. This years edition of Warship is
no exception.

This is the second year that Warship has
been issued as an annual and it shows an
evolutionary development on the first

BOOK
REVIEWS

this may be expanded 10 include
a lnrs:l number of books on the more
esoteric aspects of naval history and science,

The main section of the annual consists
of twelve feature articles these range in
topics from a discussion on ramming
through 1o the provision of aircraft 1o Malia
and the attack on the TIRPITZ. Each of
these articles is of the high standard that is
expected from Warship. However, with the
shift to an annual there is the question of
how the editor would have dealt with
Campbell’s excellent series on British naval
guns, previously published in the quanerly

g Will the readership lose such
informative articles because they cannot be
condensed into between 15 and 20 pages or
do we wait 12 months for the next
instalment. A simple solution of course
would have been to publish it as a book
(hint!).

Overall Warship 1990 continues the high
technical, historical and photographic
standards set by its predecessors. It occupies
a lmlquc position as a naval annual covering

edition. Both editions are divided into two
sections the first containing a number of
feature articles and the second a review
section. In the new edition of Warship this
review section has been increased in size,
Though the format remains unchanged.
Contained in the Review section are;
‘Warship Notes, Naval Books of the Year and
The Naval Year in Review.

The section on Warship Notes 1 believe
should be pan of the Feature Articles. This
could then be used as a forum not only for
short articles bul also as a venue for passing
on small snippets of information. The
Review Section would then contain twn
parts. One covering naval books and the
other looking at the year in review. Both
chapters are exiremely useful, though {
would rate the one on naval books first. This
is one of the few arcas where a listing of
naval books published can be found. As time

I as well as ¢ v issues and
should form the centre piece or any
historical library.

ARMOURED SHIPS
Paintings and Text by IAN MARSHALL
FPublished by Conway Maritime Press

Reviewed by ROSS GILLETT
Over the last few years numerous issues

of The Navy magazine have featured the
paintings of naval artists John Bastock and
later Phil Belbin as well as some from the
Australian War Memorial, including
Charies Bryant. Many of the paiztings of
Belbin appeared during the RAN’s 75th
anniversary year while those of Bastock
now hang in the wardrooms of various
HMA Ships.

In his book Armoured Ships, author and
illustrator lan Marshall has assembled within
one volume the ships, their settings and the
ascendancy that the armoured warships of
the world’s navies enjoyed for so many
decades,

During peacetime and wartime, the ships
are portrayed from 1843 1o 1984, In some
cases the backgrounds overpower the actual
vessels, with HMS IRON DUKE at Malta in
1924 and ALMIRANTE LATORRE in
Chilean waters in 1929, being two prime
examples,

The artist has presented his paintings
chronologically, with the examples
supported by relevant events in the history
of each Armoured Ship. Brief statistica! data
is provided for every painting in the book.

Although not all of the paintings are up
to the standards established by the
Australian artists described earlier, many are
worthy of framing and for modellers, are of
reference value.

In 180 pages lan Marshall has assembled
a unique collection of the world's armoured
ships, showing them in a light that few 1oday
could imagine. Recommended.
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Naval Pen Drawings by Alan Morgan

Guided Missie Destroyer HMAS BRISBANE [ALAN MORGAN)
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