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A major Navy League Initiative

For nearly ninety years the Navy League has been contributing to the Australian community's
knowledge of the sea, in the main through its sea cadet organisation and since 1973 as a supporter of
the Naval Reserve Cadets. Over the last twenty years the League’s interests have widened and now
embrace our country’s maritime affairs in general.

espite the ciforts made by the Navy

League and other organisations and

individuals associated with the sea,
the community in general has what can only
be described as a shallow understanding of
Just how important the sea is 1o the nation.

To help increase this understanding,
particularly among young people, the
League has produced a video entitled “The
Sea and Ausiralia”. The video consists
of six self-contained cpisodes, cach lasting
for about 25 minutes, and covers the
following topics:

Episode 1

Introduction: The voyage of the First
Fleet, and a shon maritime heritage wur of
Sydney Cove and Pont Jackson.

Discovery and Early Settlement by
Europeans: The rapid growth in maritime
technology and exploration in the 15th
Cenltury; the discovery of sea routes 1o the
East; Portuguese expansion; the search for
Terra Australis; early sightings; Cook's
discoveries; the founding of our colony and
early settlement.

Episode 2

The Nature of the Sea: The properties
of sea water; tides; currents, weather; under
water volcanoes; hurricanes and cyclones;

e L
Episode 3
The Resources of the Sea: Fish and
other marine sources of protein food; pearls;
seaweed: plankton; Aquaculture; oil and
gas; salt; minerals; winds and tides.

Episode 4

Commercial Shipping, Ports and
Facilities: Our economic dependence nn sea
transport, our shipping industry; our major
poris and their facilities.

Episode 5

Finding Our Way and Safety at Sea:
Early navigation; the development of the
of navigation; charts;
navigational aids; ships’ safety equipment
and safety at sea,

Episode 6

Protection and Conservation:
Protecting our maritime heritage; our
defence and the role of the Royal Australian
Navy: conserving our maritime resources;
control of pollution, quarantine, smuggling
and illegal immigration.

It is proposed to make the video
available to schools throughout Australia
and to assist teachers a booklet will be
supplied containing ten general recall
questions and five further research questions
on projects for cach of the six episodes.

Contemplated several years ago, the task

proved much more difficult, time consuming
and expensive than a1 first anticipated; it is
1o the credit of the NSW Division of the
MNavy League, particularly the President
(Otto Albert) and a small team who bore the
brunt of the exercise, that they persevered
and produced a video which in 1erms of
choice of subject matter and technical
quality, is first-class measured against any
standard, . 27,
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An Unexpected Decision

by GEOFFREY EVANS

I present about 40 women are
A serving at sea in what could be
classified 25 non-combatant ships,
a very small proportion of the 1800 or so
serving in the RAN
No one doubts the intellectual talents of
women or their capacity to perform
extraordinarily well under siress — two
major wars, several “undeclared” wars and
numerous civil disasters attest to this
Rightly or wrongly however it has been
the policy of most democratic
governments to refrun from giving women
combat roles in their armed forces and
Australian governments have not been an
exception.
The Chiel of Naval Stafl has referred 1o
the “peacetime” employment of women at
sea; since World War 2 Australia has not

The decision by the Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Michael Hudson, to increase the number of
women serving at sea in RAN ships and provided privacy problems can be overcome, to exclude
only submarines from the types of ship to which they can be posted, has several interesting
implications which must have been considered by the Government before the decision was made.

been “at war”, at least officially, with any
nation although its armed forces have
been Cllp.ljll.'lj in combat l!pEf.l[IlPIl': on a
number of occasions including the Korean
War, Confrontation and Vietnam; they
could easily have become involved in the
Persian Gulf and during the first Fijian
coup.

Given the Government's policy of
excluding women from combat-related
situations (it is also Opposition policy) it
must be assumed that female crew members
would have 1o be withdrawn from any ship
detailed for duty in an arca where it might
come under attack. Even if trained male
replacements were available, this at the very
least would entail a delay in the ship’s
operational availability. If the ship happened
1o already be in a potentially hazardous area,

as happened in Fiji, the problem would of
course be compounded.

While there are advantages in giving
women practical experience in warships
there are other very debatable issues
involved including the desirability of having
mixed crews in the limited space available
in most Australian naval vessels, conversion
costs and so on; the “readiness” factor
however would seem of particular
importance.

It is understood some other navies are
treading the same path or contemplating
doing so, the main reason being manpower
shortages; if this is so, either conditions of
service in the armed forces will have 1o be
greatly impraved which would no doubt be

APENSIvE, Of ¢ must be prepared
1o accept their womenfolk in combat roles.
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STRADBROKE Il

CAPTAIN M.,

STRADBROKE 1II was
somewhat of an unusual vessel,
being one of the few craft to
experience both Naval and
Military service during the
Second World War.

The vessel was built in 1928 by Norman
Wright at Bulimba on the Brisbane River as a
luxurious motor yacht, with schooner rig. She
wes 104 gross registered tons; 940 1ons net and
measured 94 feet overall, 80.2 feet at the
waterline with a beam of 18.8 feet and
draught of 8.9 feet. STRADBROKE Il was
constructed of wood with the hull, metal
sheaved.

STRADBROKE Il was registered to Mr.
G. Whatmore of Brisbane in 1929, but in
1937 was re-registered in Melbourne 1o Mr.
Lou Abrahams, a well known local
yachtsman. As pan of a thorough overhaul
during the same year, the vessel was fited
with a modern 131 hp Paxman engine for a
speed of nine knots. Offered for sale as pant
of the Abraham estate in 1939 she was
described as (sic) “one of the most lavish,
finest, modem yachits available”.

The Port Phillip Pilot Service bought her
in 1940 1o act as a relief pilot cutter at Port
Phillip Heads. Due 1o a reduction in shipping
and the cost of maintaining a pair of coal

CAROLIN, PORT PHILLIP SEA PILOT

STRADBROKE Il as a pilot cutter

fired cutters in service the decision was made
0 lay up the AKUNA, ex HMAS UNA, and
STRADBROKE Il became the reliel pilot
vessel.

As the RAN maintained a naval boarding
party onboard whichever pilot vessel was on
station STRADBROKE Il became a
requisitioned examination vessel for the
period from 24 April, 1941 to 12 April, 1943,
in conjunction with the 58 VICTORIA. For
this role she is reported 10 have been armed
with a single .303 inch Vickers machine gun
The naval party boarded all inbound vessels,
{with the pilot), 1o clear the vessel for eniry to
the port. However, because of her size,
STRADBROKE 11 was not the success as a
cruising pilot cutter that the service had

-~
Moorad at Williamstown (far right) for auction in 1946. The old colonial auxiliary MARS,

ftall funned), hes af the end of the pler.
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envisaged. She was too small for the
conditions and the numbers of personnel
mvolved.

When shipping picked up agein in 1943,
AKUNA was re-commissioned and
STRADBROKE II transferred to the
Australian Army as an Army Scabourne
Ambulance, No. AH 163, She was officially
purchased by the Commonwealth on 3
February, 1944. Unfortunately no records of
her Army service survived the conflict,
although she was unsuccessfully auctioned
with a number of other Army craft at
Williamstown in 1946,

Passed in on 8 May, 1946, STRAD-
BROKE Il was eventually sold on 21 May,
1947. Following an overhaul and refitting at
Wright's shipyard, Brisbane in late 1947, she
began her new role in New Guinea as a
commercial vessel

Owned and operated by Commander
Dyson Hore-Lacy, STRADBROKE 11
serviced his Gaura plantation, on an island
one half a mile off the coast a1 Talasga, in
West New Britain. The vessel delivered
supplies to the island, returning back 1o
Rabaul, 180 miles away, with copra.
STRADBROKE 11 was eventually wrecked
on a reef off Cape Lambert whilst being
delivered for sale with the plantation in 1956,

Details of STRADBROKE Il from the auction
leafler.

LOT 10,

TWO-MASTED MOTOR SCHOONER
“STRADBROKE 11", Length, 8801t Beam, 1911
Depth, 9 fi. Fited with Grey marine diesel, 240
hp. engine. Grey marine reverse reduction cluich
Aux. generator driven from main engine, shunt
wound 110 V 10 Amps. Generator anit four-
cylinder driven engine; make and H.P. not known;
110 V. 1T Amps. Nine bunks in Forecastle, 3 bunks
in forward cabin, and scparaie lavatory, Large main
cabin, all cedar panelled. Large engine room.
Engincers’ cabin fitled with 3 bunks. Afier cabin
finied with 1 bunk, separme lsvatory. Also fined aft
are 2 extra bunks. Upper deck, wheelhouse,
binnacle, chart room, etc. Two lifeboats hoisted on
davits,
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The Navy's oldest
commissioned ship, the
mine countermeasures
vessel HMAS Curlew,
ended her 36-year career
on 30 April, 38 years to the
day after her keel was laid
in Scotland.

HMAS Curlew was
decommissioned in a
ceremony at her base,
HMAS Waterhen, at
Waverton in Sydney. After
sailing down Sydney
Harbour, she was
farewelled by the RAN
Support Command Band
and a full naval cere-
mony. She was the last of
the six Ton class ships
purchased from the Royal
Navy in 1962.

HMAS CURLEW was laid down at
Montrose Shipyards, Angus, on 30 April

1952 and was constructed as HMS
CHEDISTORN.

She was launched on 6 October 1953 and
completed on 28 September 1954, She was
immediatelv paid off into the Reserve.

Re-named HMS MONTROSE on 10
December 1954 she was attached as training
ship to the Tay Division of the RNVR
(DUNDEE).

On 16 October 1957 she was again paid

July-September, 1990

Six Tons on exercises in Jorvis Bay.

off into the reserve and re-named HMS
CHEDISTON.

Following the RAN's decision 1o
purchase six minesweepers in 1961/62 she
was taken out of reserve and refitied for the
RAN. The refit was completed in August
1962 and the ship was re-named HMAS
CURLEW. During the conversion for the
RAN she was fitted for minehunting but not
with the associated sonar.

In company with HMAS SUPPLY and
the five other minesweepers she sailed for
Australia on | October 1962 arriving on 6
December 1962.

In 1963 HMAS CURLEW was involved
in an operation in Tonolei Harbour which
had the Mi ping Squad ping
the harbour of war time mines so that the

CURLEW — The Last Ton

harbour could be used for timber exporters.

On completion of a mid cycle docking in
1964 she carried out Mine Counter-
measures Exercises before leaving for her
first tour of duty with the strategic reserve
during  the Malaysian/Indonesian
confrontation in May 1964

HMAS CULREW arrived back in
Australia in February 1965 and commenced
a major refit. It was during this period in
dock that most of the hull planking was
replaced.

She sailed from Sydney on 23 Seprember
1965 for her second tour of duty with the
strategic reserve, CURLEW was engaged on
patrols during the confrontation until August
1966 when hostilities between the two

HMAS CURLEW in 1962, with other Ton class units.
THE NAVY
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CURLEW — THE LAST TON — continued

CURLEW — THE LAST TON — continued

countries ceased. She arrived in Sydney in “To™
October 1966 and decommissioned on 19
December 1966 for final conversio

oa
Minchunter, the task she was originally
purchased for

During the conversion the equipment
fitted was the 193 sonar and associated
generators, a plotting table, activated rudders
and a portable mine disposal weapon bomb
room. The equipment removed included the
magnetic and acoustic swocping gear

On 13 December 1968 HMAS CURLEW
was commissioned at HMAS WATERHEN,
Waverion, as a Minchunier.

Owver the years age has taken its toll o the
six ships of the Mine Countermeasures
Squadron. HMAS CURLEW was the only
remaining vessel of that Squadron still in
service with the RAN. Al the ripe old age of
36 years she had steamed in excess of
400,000 miles and had been underway in
excess of 36,000 hours and was the oldest
commissioned vessel in the RAN. With the
advent of the new Mine Hunter Catamarans
CULREW's years were numbered and with
the passing of CURLEW an era in Mine
Countermeasures also passed

Heaving a line fo HMAS SNIPE With the new MHCAT HMAS SHOALWATER.

Ariving in Sydney for the final E She is == = The RAN's last wooden wa,
followed by HMAS FREMANTLE. WATERHEN.
Drarmed a s vese o s CALWOOD PLUMBING INGHAMS ENTERPRISES
(T SERVICES PTY LTD PTY LTD
5 24 HOUR SERVICE Supphers of
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HMAS CURLEW in 1977 {John Martimer)
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Penang Review — A Wet One

For most RAN personnel at the
Royal Malaysian Navy's
International Fleet Review it
seemed that the clock had been
turned back two and for some
four yvears

ver 800 officers and men, most
embarked in six Fleet units plus
¥ Command Band were representing Australia

others ashore with ,
COMAUSNAVSUP and the Naval Suppory 3 the celebrations marking the RMN's 5th
versary. The week of events was held
on Penang Harbour and ashore at various
locations around the island from 16-21 May
Like the RAN's own 75th and
Bicentenmal Reviews, the 1990 Malaysian
was highlighted by the presence of a
flect of ships, including 35 foreign and
Malaysian naval units
From Australia came the FFG HMAS
CANBERRA (CMDR G.A. WALPOLE),
the DEs HMAS PARRAMATTA (CMDR

by ROSS GILLETT
Navy Public Relations, Sydney

i
el

Raviewing vessel MUTIARA
Page Ten THE NAVY

T.J. SCOTT) and HMAS DERWENT
sTAPLETON), the oiler
RALIA (CMDR 1.5
MOORE) and the patrol boats, HMAS
IPSWICH (LCDR R.A. KEHL) and HMAS
CESSNOCK (LCDR J.V.P. GOLDRICK )

At 40,870 tonnes displacement,
WESTRALIA was the largest ship to attend
the review and with six ships, the RAN the
third largest naval group represented, after
Malaysia and Indonesia

Representing the Chiel of Naval Staff
was RADM Tony Horton, AO, RAN, flying
his flag from the guided missile fr
HMAS CANBERRA, COMAUSNAV
arrived in Penang on Monday 4 May 1o
begin a round of official discussions and
ceremonies 10 mark the Royal Fleet Review

“The presence of the six Fleet units at the
R=view emphasises the close relations
between the two nations and navies”,
RADM Horton said. “In fact there has been

(y g i

SRl INDERA SAKT]

July-September, 1990

PENANG REVIEW — A WET ONE — continued

HMAS WESTRALIA

- - - -
v P - - - — -
Oman logestic landing ship NASR AL BAHR
July-September, 1980 THE NAVY




PENANG REVIEW — A WET ONE — continued

32 visits by RAN ships already this year”, he
added

“The Malaysian Review has allowed the
RAN personnel present 1o meet the cultures
and customs from such navies as the USSR
and the middle cast

Prior 1o the amival of the ships, the NSC
Band performed at a number of locations,
including school concerts near Butterworth
‘We received a tremendous reception al each
performance and later for the RAN reception
aboard CANBERRA and for the official
March through Georgetown on Saturday 19
May’, saud LEUT Pl Anderson, the band
master. “This was despite the fact that len
other naval bands were present and the
Malaysian officials exhausted the number
and locatnions where each national band
could play

The arrival of the 60 plus ships was
heralded by gun salutes from each vessel
emtenng Penang Harbour and was responded INS KHUKRI

by Fort Comwallis, on the foreshores of the
city.

To mark the era of ‘glasnost’ and
‘peristroka’ a number of crew from the DE
PARRAMATTA got together with the sailors
from the Russian destroyer ADMIRAL
TRIBUTS, which was anchored only a shon
distance from the RAN DEs and FFG.

Penang, like Sydney in 1988, soon
became an international city, with over
10,000 officers and men from the various
world's navies. A large sporis programme
was available with RAN 1eams competing in
soccer, badminton, tennis and hockey as
well as trishaw races and the Dragon Boat
Competition on the harbour.

One of the first events attended by
COMAUSNAVSUP and other personnel
was the opening of the Naval exhibition, a
pictorial presentation of the past and present
Malaysian Navy.

The streets of the city of Georgetown

o b i

Indonesia's HASANUDDIN ex HMS TARTAR

KRI KAKAP with mntoom embarked
Page Tweive THE NAVY

g
talian frigate LIBECCIO
July-September, 1990

PENANG REVIEW — A WET ONE — continued

were transformed into a camival ground on
Saturday 19 May as 3,000 sailors undertook
a five kilometre march through the old
streets. Unfl ly for the org and
the participants the weather was unkind 10
all as the heavens opened up with an almost
¢ downpour. The A Naval
contingent followed after the large
Malaysian platoon.

The actual Review Day, Sunday 20 May,
began well enough, but by 9.00am ominous
black clouds were seen threatening from the
direction of the mountains, behind the city.
His Majesty, the King of Malaysia was
embarked on the reviewing vessel KD
MUTIARA, and a1 9.30am began inspecting
the first of three static lines of ships
followed by a moving line of small patrol
boats from various nations.

*All of our ships in the static and moving
lines were in immaculate condition and
represented the RAN well’, said RADM Sri Lanka patrol vessel JAYASAGARA
Horton, who was embarked in  of the ships weighed anchor and sailed for  conducting a series of exercises with
CANBERRA. their respective homeports. [PSWICH and  Malaysian and Singapore patrol boats

With the conclusion of the Review many CESSNOCK  sailed for Singapore,  enroute. Both arrived on the 24th,

—— = e

Ex HMS JAGUAR, now the Bangladesh ALI HAIDER

p— i T - ——

2 = e, T
Soviet ADMIRAL TRIBUTS Turkish Meko 200 frigate, TURGUTREIS
July-September, 1990 THE NAVY Page Thirteen
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NAVAL MATTERS

by A. W. GRAZEBROOK

ARMY AND NAVY PROPOSE
HELICOPTER SUPPORT SHIP

Navy’s plan to modify their training ship JERVIS BAY to enable her to operate a
number of larger helicopters has been postponed indefinitely. Insufficient funds
were available. More important than that, as details of the modifications were
studied it became apparent that there is insufficient headroom in JERVIS BAY to
accommodate suitable helicopters in the vehicle deck.

ow, Vice Admiral M.W. Hudson (Chiefl of Naval Siaff) has
N suggested publicly (in the “Canberra Times™) that the Austra-
lian Defence Force should buy a helicopter support ship.

NAVY magazine understands that a consensus of support is
developing between Army and the RAN in favour of such a ship.

The vessel would be capable of operating (presumably mannised)
Blackhawk helicopters — a type already in Army service. She would
also be able to operate Navy helicopiers

The Navy helicopters are likely to be either the remaining Sea
Kings (the cnly Navy helicopters fitted with dunking sonars — a
capability much needed) or utility helicopters. The STOB2 Seahawks
are all required for the FFGT class frigates.

The need for the acquisition of a helicopter suppont ship arose
during the Fiji operations to rescue Australian citizens. Similar
circumstances have ansen recently in other parts of our region.

Another important aspect is the need 10 move our Army about in
balanced units.

At'present, the ADF's amphibious operations capability are
imparted by the heavy landing ship TOBRUK and six heavy landing
craft. These are optimised for over the beach operations. Although
TOBRUK has a flight deck, she has no hangar and minimal

and quip for helicopters.

The ADF needs a helicopter suppont ship 1o provide vertical lift
for personnel and supplies in arcas where over the beach operations
are not feasible or where both vertical and over the beach landings
are appropriate.

Contrary to the implications of the headline in the “Canberra
Times™ article, the proposed helicopter support ship cannot be an
aircraft carrier (for Sea Harriers or any other fixed wing aircraft)
unless the necessary equipment is built into her.

That special equipment includes command control and
communications facilities, fuelling, ammunition, on board
maintenance capabilities and flight deck equipment (particularly the
ski-j jllll'lp angled lacrching ramp).

for differs y from that ired

For a sigmficant power projection capability, a force would be
required to be able not only to land the force against opposition,
support that force logistically, and provide ground attack and
defensive air cover for an extended peniod after the landing

The landing capabilities of the proposed helicopter support ships
would be sufficient to land a force and rescue Australian citizens,

The Navy League argues that helicopter support ships for the
ADF should be lited for operating Sea Harrier aircraft. This is
important because simply having as flight deck for Sea Harriers is not
enough for operating Sea Harriers in the combat role.

It is a fact that, unless the helicopter support ships are fitted for
Sea Harrier operations when they are built, it would be exiremely
time consuming and expensive to modify them later.

The design options available are of imerest.

The French, British, ltalian and US navies operate a number of
ships which are basically landing ships dock (LPD, LSD) with a
flight deck. However, their helicopier capacity is insufficient for ADF
purposes.

Other navies — India, Indonesia — operate ships which are large
over the beach landing ships with flight decks. For helicopter
operations, these suffer from similar disadvantages 10 TOBRUK.

The US Navy's IWO JIMA class LPHs — with full length flight
decks and “islands” set to starboard — are steam driven, manpower
intensive and probably larger than the ADF needs. Although a second
hand ship might be atractive superficially, they are already at least
twenly years old, steam driven, and manpower intensive (600 ship’s
company).

Converted merchant ships may be cost effective although this
would have to be sufficient to offset such disadvantages as limited
tactical manoeuvrability, and deep draught (significant when seeking
sheliered water for landing operations). The ships would need 10 be
able 1o enter Townsville, base of Army's Operational Deployment
Force.

An advmuge of selecting a modern design is the much higher

for c\r:n  STOVL (let alone conventional) fixed wmg :ln_r:fl 5

lability of modemn ships — numbers as high as 85%
are mentioned. It can be argued that, with this high operational

Another aspect is the extent of the troop lift y provided
by the acquisition of two helicopter support ships. A muimum of
one ship would be available in each Ocean (Indian and Pacific) at any
one time. One of the two ships would be reritting pan of the time.

The heavy landing ship TOBRUK would be available part time —
when she was not refitting. The ocean going capabilities of the heavy
landing craft are limited to moderate weather conditions.

The acquisition of two helicopter support ships would not provide
the ADF with a significant power projection capability in terms of
mounting and subsequently supporting an opposed operation landing
a balanced force in battalion strength or more.
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bility, one helicopter support ship should be enough 1o provide
the ADF with its required capability.

When the type choice is made (in about 1997), the {ront runner
design is likely to be a purpose built ship of the type, size and
capability of the Bremem Vulka OPHC, described in detail in a recent
issue of NAVY magazine.

There are other similar designs il . Vickers §
and E g offer one. Carri ol'lertd an outline d.cstgn ©
the RAN in 1982,

Carringtons would be a strong candidate 1o build whichever
design is sclected.
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HMAS SPRIGHTLY — Naval Service

Type Fleet Tug (Desel Electnic)

Displacement R00 1 load) 570 tons (standard)
Length 143 fee

Beam 33 feet

h 16 feet (maximum )
12 knots imaximum)
Levingstone 5.B. Co, Orange, Texas, USA
Lad down 6th June 1942
Launched. Tth Aug
Completed 23rd November 1942

HMAS SPRIGHTLY and her sister ships RESERVE and
TANCRED were built on behall of the Commonwealth
Government for the Commonwealth Salvage Board which was
constituted on [4th March 1942 10 orgamise an effective marine
salvage area in Australian walers

SPRIGHTLY, a steel vessel of all welded construction was
designed 1o maintain a towing speed of 10 knots in fair weather
hauling a 10,000 ton vessel. She was taken over by an Australian
crew in the USA and hoisted the Australisn Red Ensign on 23rd
November, 1942 under which she operated as a Salvage Board Tug
until 1944

In February 1944 she was transferred 1o the control of the
Australian Commonwealth Naval Board and on 23rd February 1944
commissioned for service with the Royal Australian Navy under the
command of Lieutenant G.S. Duck, RANR(S)

SPRIGHTLY served as a naval tug in New Guinea and northern
Australian waters from May 1944 unuil July 1946 when she
returned 1o Sydney having steamed 50,797 miles. She paid off into
the Reserve Fleet on 23rd December 1946,

On 23rd November 1953 SPRIGHTLY re-commissioned at
Sydney under the command of Licutenant-Commander LN

HMAS SPRIGHTLY duning the 13505 {Phota Ron Hart)
THE NAVY

Morison, RANVR. She remained in service until June 1959 when
she was transferred 1o the Operational Reserve having added a
further 75,000 miles to her record of mileage steamed on naval
service.

In December 1961 she was 1o be leased on chanter to the Pacific
Tug and Salvage Corporation for a period of two years. However
she remained under naval control and was placed in Reserve
classified as a Submarine Rescue Ship.

On 29th August 1969 SPRIGHTLY was sold 1o T. Korevaar and
Sons Pty Lid, Williamstown, Victoria for $65,150.

A SHORT HISTORY ON THE
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE
FORMER R.A.N. TUG SPRIGHTLY

SPRIGHTLY was purchased by T Korevaar & Sons Pty Ltd
in 1969 and registered in Melbourne in the name of Pacific
Towing Co., a Korevaar subsidiary,

Although the SPRIGHTLY was originally purchased by
Korevaar's for towage work it was found that this type of work was
not available and SPRIGHTLY was initially contracted to Esso
Exploration for approximately 12 months to carry out
meteorological work in Bass Strail between Flinders Island, Eden
and Lakes Entrance.

Additional work was also found with a 12 week survey around
Tasmania for the Burcau of Mineral Resources and a 6 week
contract for Shell 1o act as a Standby vessel for helicopters
operating 1o the drilling rig OCEAN DIGGER which was carrying
out drilling operations 30 miles off Port Lincoln,

In 1973 SPRIGHTLY was contracted to the Commonwealth
Scientific and Indusirial Research Organisation’s Division of
Fisheries and Oceanography as a rescarch vessel.

To suit SPRIGHTLY to her new role extensive modifications

HMAS SPRIGHTLY — NAVAL S

were made 10 the vessel at Korevaar's Geelong workshops during
May o October 1973, These included removal of the 1owing winch
and conversion of the winch room into a laboratory, the extension
of the boat deck aft 1o provide a sheltered area for a wet laboratory
and the installation of a new office for researchers directly behind
the wheelhouse.

To enable sampling work 1o be carried out the rear deck was
built up to the level of the bu!warks with & wood deck 10 provide a
clear working area. A twin barrel hydraulic winch was installed on
the boat deck for towing of nets and handling mooring equipment
for current meters eic. A hydraulic oceanographic winch was
installed on the starboard side of the boat deck to handle water
sampling equipment. In cach case the wires were taken over the
stern via a hydraulic A frame. To handle the additional hydraulic
load new hydraulic power equipment was located on the boat deck.

Subsequent modifications included the fitting of a bow thruster
in 1975 and the addinon of airconditioning in 1976, Two 35 KVA
alternators were added, one in 1973 and other in 1976, the wet
laboratory below the boat deck was enclosed and the hydraulic
equipment updated including enclosing the hydraulic power room
on the boat deck

SPRIGHTLY was also repainted with a white hull and
supersiructure and light blue funnel with CSIRO markings
replacing the previous scheme of red hull, white superstructure and
black funnel with a broad white band

In her final configuration as a rescarch vessel SPRIGHTLY was
juipped with three lab ies s, chemistry and wet)
the winching equipment described above, substantial radio, radar,
direction finding and depth sounding zquipment and

CE — continued
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SPRIGHTLY during her service with the CSIRO

occasions when she voyvaged to Honiara for the Shearwater

Expedition in January/February 1979, whilst she completed the

Aurorex Cruise which started from Sydney in March 1982

circumnavigating Australia to finish back in Sydney in July 1982,
SPRIGHTLY operated under contract to the CSIRO unul 1984

accommodation for up to 20 people. The usual compl
consisted of B to 11 crew and up to 8 scientists and echnicians.
During the 12 years SPRIGHTLY was contracted to the CSIRO
she carmied out a variety of assignments which included 3 1: years
based in Fremantle researching the crayfish industry, 6 months in
the Gulf of Carpentana working on the prawn fishing industry and
approximately 7 years based in Sydney carrying out research in
coastal waters around NSW, Queensland and Victoria.
SPRIGHTLY did however venture further afield on 1wo

AT ™

o

SPRIGHTLY, December, 1987 for the Tall Ships armival in Port Phillip
(Photo L. Rex)
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ing 10 Melb on the 27 December 1984, laying up in
Victoria Dock.

Following this SPRIGHTLY was involved in a number of small
site survey contracts for Geomex including: Bass Strait in July
1985, Port Lincoln in October 1985, Bass Strait in November 1985,
and off Sydney in January 1987, the last being a survey for a new
OTC cable 1o New Zealand.

It was also at this time that SPRIGHTLY was given her final
colour scheme under Korevaar ownership, a royal blue hull, white
superstructure and light blue funnel minus the CSIRO markings.

During this period SPRIGHTLY also returned 1o her original
role, towage and salvage carrving out the salvage of the trawler
CAPE FLINDERS from the beach at Jan Juc near Torquay on 16
February 1987 and towing the vessel back 10 Melboume, arriving
the following day.

In Melboume she frequently towed the dumb hopper barge BIG
YELLA carrying spoil dredged from the Yarra River out to the
dumping ground in Port Phillip Bay as part of a contract Korevaar’s
held with the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works.

During October 1987, SPRIGHTLY was engaged by Howard
Smith Industries 1o locate an anchor and chain lost tanker near
Barwen Heads alihough recovery of the anchor was left 1o an
anchor handling wg/supply vessel,

By the late 1980s work was becoming infrequent and Korevaar's
had placed SPRIGHTLY on the market however she was to carry
out one more memorable assignment, when on the 31 December
1987 she carried family and friends of the Korevaar's and 60
members of the Victoria Branch of the World Ship Society 1o view
the arrival of the Tall Ships in Melbourne, SPRIGHTLY being
granted a centificate 10 carry up to 100 passengers by the Marine
Board of Victoria on this special occasion.

SPRIGHTLY remained laid up for most of 1988 except for a
short period when she was used as an accommodation ship for crew
working on a dredging project at Corio Quay, Geelong.

On the 21 March 1989 an agreement of sale was signed with the
firm Kirung Investments Pty. Lid., who took delivery of
SPRIGHTLY in Victoria Dock, Melbourne on the 31 March 1989
i diatel ing wark bishing the vessel.
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Weller

performance and rellablllty
Made with top quality COO ' erT

materials and attention to
detail, they're made to last,
and, best of all, made with
pride. So when you purchase
Weller soldering equipment,
you'll feel that warm
satisfaction of quality and
reliability of every product.
C&mil?;?mwrrrs;:lsnu hatteries,

but with temperature controlled

soldering, a hot air facility and a

brazing torch for electronic. electrical,
hobby and model work

BR200
200 gram butane gas refill for
Weller Pyropens and gas powered

soldering irons,

DS650 .
A self contained desoldering station with
built-in vacuum pump. The station is
lightweight and portable.

N

- il
EC1001D

WTCPS
Weller “closed loop™ system of A professional soldering station with dial up
temperature control immediately  temperature function.
replaces temperature loss for
constant control.

Available from: q C D P
Division of Advanced Component Distributors Pty. Limited
N.S.W. vic, QLD S.A.
106 Baimore Road Unit 2, 17-19 Melrich Road 55 Noreen Streat 20d William St.,
North Riverwood, N.5.W. 2210 Bayswater, VIC. 3153 Chapel Hill, QLD 4069 Norwood, SA 50687
Fax: (02) 534 4910 Fax: (03) 762 5446 Faux: (07) 878 1490 Fax: (08) 364 2811
(02) 534 6511 (03) 762 4244 (07) 878 1488 (08) 364 2844

GERMANY’S
SEEADLER

SAILING SHIP RAIDER OF THE
GREAT WAR

One of the most unusual, yet
most successful warships of
the 1914-1918 Great War was
the sailing ship SEEADLER,
herself a war prize and from
all records, the oldest vessel
to be employed in the role of
raider by the German Naval
Command.

PASS OF BELMAHA, the vessel

was captured by U-36, while flying
the United States flag. She was taken to
Germany and converted to the raider
SEEADLER. As part of her mission the ship
was disguised as the Norwegian IRMA, a
merchantman known in European and

C onstructed in Scotland in 1878 as the

Artists impression of the raider SEEADLER
THE NAVY
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GERMANY'S SEEADLER — continued

Atlantic waters. To accomplish her new role
the 4,500 wn SEEADLER was armed with
two 103mm guns, which could be hidden
from approaching ships. She camed a crew -
of &4 officers and men and was powered by %
an auxiliary diesel for 9 knots. Her three tall
masts camned 21 sails

Al the close of 1916 SEEADLER sailed
from the Atlantic with Felix, Gral von
Luckner in command. On 25 December the
ship was stopped and searched by the British
auxiliary PATIA, but allowed to continue
SEEADLER proceeded south 1o Brazil,
sinking two merchanimen enroute. During
the next eight weeks the raider took nine
ships and accepted many prisoners. Using a
captured French barque. von Luckner rid
himself of the unwanted crews, who made
their way to Brazil.

On 19 April, 1917 SEEADLER sailed
around Cape Homn, 1o begin cruising along
the coast of Chile to latitude 35 degrees

south. Subsequently the raider made for the
north-west, crossing the equator in June
During both June and July she captured
three Amencan inte trading vessels.

Crew health, had by now become critical.
Little or no fresh provisions remained and
some of the crew were suffering from
scurvy, Von Luckner headed towards the
Sociely Islands for some rest from raider
activities, a period during which
SEEADLER have captured or sunk 16 ships,
totalling 30,100 gross tons,

However, afier a few days at the island
the ship was struck by a storm and grounded
on the island’s reel. SEEADLER'S crew

- -
-
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GERMANY'S SEEADLER — continued

t1ook 1o the ships’ boats and headed for an
adjacent island. Later they commandeered
an island schooner, but despite their best
efforts all personnel were finally captured,
being interned for the remainder of the war

SEEADLER — Ships Data
4,500 1ons, length 83.5m, beam 11.8m,
draught 5.5m, one auxiliary diesel, 900 bhp,
single shaft, two 105mm guns

RED CROSS NEEDS BLOOD!

Become a Blood Donor!

* ROAD OR LINE MARKING

PRINTOUT BINDER TROLLEY R

Is and alternative trolley to keep

“in use” binders close at hand by
your desk. It is fitted with twin-
track castors for lingertip mobility
from one desk to another. Simple
kits convert this versatile trolley to
haold the small Microcomputer
binders or alternatively, standard
suspension filing

FILING SoLuTIONS PrY. LI1D.

7/16 Tarnard Drive, Braeside, 3195
Phone: (03) 587 3733 Fax: (03) 587 4513

(Indoor or Outdoor)

* CAR PARKS

* NUMBERS, LETTERING
& ALL AIRPORTS

= (03) 729 6103

Mobile Telephone Service (018) 333 730
Pager: (03) 234 0977

17 Kelly Street, Bayswater, 3153
Fax: (03) 720 2515
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CURRENT CONTRACTORS TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (NAVAL SUPPLY)

SOFRACO International Pty Lid ~ Ship repair and maintenance contractors.
~ Suppliers of equipment for marine systems. Specialist

supplier of matenal of French onigin.

- Agents for:

PIELSTICK  diesels for marine propulsion

ACB marine gearboxes shafting and C.P.
propellors

CMR vessel automation and alarm systems

HEPBURN  deck machinery replenishment of sea

equipment
SOFRACO Engineering
Systems Pty Lid

~ Engineering design support.
Integrated logistic support.

TEL: (02) 29 2668
163-165 CLARENCE STREET, SYDNEY, NSW 2000
FAX: (02) 290 2553

OUT OF THE PAST

by ALAN J. MORGAN

Kodak.

You can rely on Kodak diagnostic x-ray
imaging products.

Kodak are contractors to
the Australian Department of Defence Support.

Kodak (A/Asia) Pty Ltd
173 Elizabeth Street Coburg, Vic, 3058

Telephone: (03) 353 2521

Facsimile: (03) 353 2389 ﬁ
.

HMAS STUART

SPECIALISTS IN ON-SITE
ELECTROSTATIC REFINISHING
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

* Al Sieed Office Fumaure - Lidoors Ficler Doors,
Commarcial Freazer Unas
- Strucures

FAST % CLEAN #» EFFICIENT

51 4251 or 939 2110
274 Enmore Road, Marrickville, 2204
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H.0.: 140 Railway Pde, Bassen. Telephone: 377 1833, Fax: 279 2244

Australian Car
Transportel's

Prolessionals with
Competitive Rates

Spmdﬁ:us for ﬁocmw!!mw Districts, also

N:IINWIF
Lot 283 Abalone Cl, Rockingham, Telephone: 527 4977
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Life Begins at 40!

A history of the Military Sealift Command

In August of 1949, the United
States Secretary of Defense
issued a directive making the
Secretary of the Navy the single
manager for ocean transportation
and directing him to establish an
operating agency within the Navy
Two months later the Military Sea
Transportation service —
renamed the Military Sealift
Command in 1970 — was
established as the operating
agency for ocean transportation
MSTS initially began operations

with 223 personnel transports,
cargo vessels and tankers from
the Naval Transportation Service
and the Army Transportation
Service. In the 1950s. at the
height of the Korean War, MSC
had a fleet of 467 ships that
operated around the world. They
carried United Nations troops
from their homelands to Korea;
they evacuated wounded and
refugees, they provided
everything from beans, bullets
and black oil, to helicopters and

Page Twenty Six
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military hardware needed at the
battlefront.

1950s

arely had MSC come into its own
B when hostilities erupted in Korea on
June 5, 1950,

The command already had received 92
ships from the Navy, but 115 Army ships
were in the process of being transferred
when the conflict began

By July 1, MSC had an additional six
ships on charter from private companies and
the Maritime Admimistration had been asked

LIFE BEGINS AT 40

o remove |30 more vessels from mothballs
1o be wmed over W commercial firms that
would operate them from MSC under
govemment contract

Purpose was 1o creaie a bndge of ships
spanning the Pacific from the United Stiates
1o Korea, 1o support United Nations troops
deployed to Korea

The mission was achieved. Stanstics
indicate that 87 per cent of United Nations
fighting forces and equipment were moved
o Korea by sea. This figure represents 3.5
million passengers and 98.1 million
measurement tons of cango

In December 1950, MSC ships evacuated
105,000 soldiers, 91,000 civilians, 17,500
vehicles and 350,000 ons of supplies from
Hungnam, Korea only hours ahead of an
advancin, V.

And at Inchon, MSC ships were involved
in the amphibious landings of UN troops as
their crews worked around the clock
unloading supplies.

Some 3,000 Amencan prisoners of var
i Korea returned 1 the US aboard MSC
ships in June 1954

In other operations of the 1950s, MSC
ships supplied US bases on the west coast of
Alaska and together with the US Coast
Guard and the Canadian Navy navigated and
charted the Nonhwest Passage for the first
time

And from MSC's Gullf subarea
headquarters, flour, grain and ferulizer were
shipped 10 Marshall Plan countries
Europe in 1950 while foodstuff was
delivered monthly 1o Japan, Korea
Germany, Egypt, Libya and ltaly

Throughout the 50s MSC ships were
involved i helping the nations of the world

July-Seplember, 1990

— from Europe and the Far East — 1o ports
of the Indian subcontinent, the
Mediterranean and Red Sea, the Arab Gulf
and the Indian Ocean

And the command also shipped supplies
1o scientists invelved in multinational
research in Antarctica as part of the well-
known Operation Deep Freeze.

Indeed, in 1958 the MSC charter was
expanded 10 include tion of scientific
support ships, vessels that would be

THE NAVY

Fleet lug, USS ATAKAPA

ivolved i oceanographic research. missile
tracking, communications and other unusual
MssSIOns

Civilian refugees, a tragedy in all wars,
were evacuated by MSC ships wherever
trouble erupted in the world of the 1950s

In October 1951, the USNS Rose
brought 2,500 aliens from Czechoslovakia,
Estonia, Hungary, Poland, Romania and
Russia to join the US Army in New
York.

And in a foreboding forecast of things to
come, the MSC operated aircraft transporier,
the Windham Bay, first large ship 1o
navigate the Long Tam River since 1925
tied up in Saigon, French Indochina in
February 1951, During uts stay. 17 hand
grenades were lossed at the ship by
terronsis.

From 1954 to 1955, USNS vessels
sealifted some 300,000 refugees flecing
from North Vietnam to South Vietnam, a
ragedy doomed to repeat uself i 1975

Again, in 1956, following the heroic
Hungarian uprising, MSC sealified 21,500
Hungarian refugees 1o the United States

Despite wars, near wars and the
beginning of future wars, MSC was
involved in other missions of mercy and
defense dunng the 1950s,

In February 1951, USNS Morton and
Marine Phoenix rescued 24 passengers and
crew from the Swedish ship Christer Salen
which broke in half during a tvphoon north
of Tokyo Bay

Two years later, at the other end of the
world, the USNS Muir rescued 118
passengers and crew from the halian ship
Tripolitania sinking off the coast of Sicily.
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Missile Range instrumentaton Ship, USNS REDSTONE

USNS OBSERVATION ISLAND, missile range support

And in four separate incidents in 1953
MSC owned or operated ships were
mnvolved in the rescue of 172 persons from
sinking ships on the high seas.

In one of the worst sea tragedies of
modern times, the sinking he Andrea
Doria following a collision with the Swedish
ship Stockholm, the USNS Thomas was
credited with rescuing 159 survivors

MSC ships also continued routine sealift
operations during the 1950s. The &ih US
Infantry Division sailed 1o Europe to join
NATO forces in May 1951 aboard three
MSC ships

1960s

MSC entered the space age
even as wars and other natiol I
continued fo occupy its ships around the

The nose cone of the first missile fired
inio space was recovered in August 1960 by
the USNS Haii Victory, now the USNS
Longview. In July 1963, Astronaut Gordon
Cooper's 22.orbit space flight was
monitored by the USNS Range Tracker's
stellar inertial navigation system

Earlier, in July 1961, USNS Eltanin,
operated by MSC for the National Science
Foundation, became the world's first
Antarctic research shup

The decade ended on an optimistic note
scientifically when the MSC “"Moonship
Fleet,” USNS Vanguard, Redstone, Mercury
and Huntsville, supported the successful
Apollo 11 flight 1o the moon. MSC had lent
it 5 sea legs to the American astronauts who
made “one small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind.”

MSC ships and their crews were
mvolved in major national tragedies duning
the [960s, beginning m August 1963 when
USNS Mizar located and photographed the
sunken submanne USS Thresher.

USNS Manne Fiddler was involved in an
unusual mission in September 1968,
Together with USNS Towle it hauled
hundreds of thousands of gallons of
contaminated water for burial in Charleston,
5.C. The water had been contaminated when
a B-52 carrying an atomic bomb crashed
while landing in Thule, Greenland

In October 1968, Mizar located the USS
Scorpion, & submarine that had disappeared
with all hands. She was found in the Atlantic
400 miles southwest of the Azores, in
10,000 feet of water.

When the miniature rescarch submarine
Alvin sunk early in 1969 in 5,000 feet of
water off the New England Coast, Mizar
was sent 1o find her. The Mizar crew again

LIFE BEGINS AT 40 — continued

accomplished their mission and
photographed the Alvin,

MSC ships wers involved in national
crises and wars whenever and wherever they
occurred throughout the 1960s

In December 1961 and during the first
three months of the Berlin buildup, MSC
transports sealifted 29,182 wroops 1o Europe

When the Cuban crisis developed, USNS
Upshur was on a routine voyage 10 Panama
via Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. With less than
four hours notice, Upshur was diverted 1o
evacuate dependents from Guantanamo. It
lifted 1,725 passengers 10 Norfolk

In April 1965, after President Lyndon B.
Johnson sent US troops 10 the Dominican
Republic to protect American nationals,
USNS Laurentia and the §S Santo Cerra
were dispaiched there to deliver supplies for
the armed forces. MSC was involved in far
reaching though routine operations berween
crises but the big story was command
support of the war in Vietnam,

Even before the escalatic
MSC casualty when the U
mined and sunk on May [, 1964 while
moored in Saigon,

MSC ships first came on the scene in
March 1965 when USNS Mann transported
an advance element of 2,000 Republic of
Korea soldiers from their homes to South
Vietnam.

In June, MSC chartered ships sealifted
U.S. Coast Guard Squadron One, composed
of 17 patrol craft, to the war zone and in
August elements of the Army’s 1st Cavalry
Division sailed to Vietnam aboard USNS
Kula Gulf

One year later, in August 1966, USNS
Patch and Darby completed the longest
troop lift in US military history carrying
Amencan soldiers 12,500 miles — halfway
around the world — from Boston 1o
Vietnam.

' " Sk

In October 1966, two vessels, the S5
Meredith Viclory operated by American
President Lines and the converted Liberty
ship Benjamin Chew operated by US Lines,
were added 1o the MSC flect in Southeast
Asia. The Meredith Viclory was awarded the
Gallant Ship Award for evacuating 14,000
Korean refugees in a single voyage.

The Vietnam war became personal for
MSC towards the end of 1967, In
November, 85 President Buchanan was
considerably damaged by gunfire in the
Long Tam River. There were no casualties.

In December 1967, the MSC chartered
ship 55 Seatrain Texas, anchored at Nha Be
near Saigon, was hit by a floating explosive
device.

From 1960 until the Vietam buildup in
1965-66, the MSC fleet averaged 85 ships

Maritime Prapositioning Ship §S 151 LT JACK LUMMUS

At one point the chartered fleet was down o
two vessels,

But, during the early 1960s, the US
Merchant Marine underwent the greatest
change since steam replaced sail, The era of
the comtainer ship had begun.

With such ships one gang of
longshoremen could load as much cargo in
12 hours as six 1o cight gangs formerly
loaded in a week

MSC customers, Army, Navy, Marine
Corps and Air Force soon developed an
“appetite” for container service which
helped reduce cargo pilferage, limited
damage, and lowered cargo handling time
The box which could be delivered from door
to door — from factory and field — was
attractive to the military shipper and MSC
was a pioneer in use of container ships

MSC also was an indusiry partner in the
continued development of the roll-on, roll-
off ships in the 1960s,

Troop transports went out of service
during the 1960s although they were used
right up to the end of the decade, shuntling
US troops in and out of South Vietnam. One
result was the merger of the passenger and
cargo divisions at M5C headquarters with
most troops now moving by air.

During the years the shooting was going
on in Southeast Asia — with Americans
involved — the MSC fleet remained
relatively stable after the buildup. More than
400 ships were controlled by MSC during
much of the laner half of the 1960s.

The problem, after US withdrawal, was
1o reduce MSC assets to a needed level, a
process that was completed over a couple of
years. During the war years, MSC delivered
nearly 18] million measurement tons of dry
cargo and almost 198 million long tons of

world New Fleet Tug, USNS NARRAGANSETT Auxiliary Crane Ship SS KEYSTONE STATE petroleum products to military customers.
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LIFE BEGINS AT 40 — continued
g With the MSC celebra

ng 40 years, il
{ 128 ships and more than 9,000

MSC TODAY

The MSCs pnimary m
¢ red for as
xist. MSC's
san 19584
and the Chief of Naval
Hy designated siratey
the US Navy's major
together with se

si0n is 10 supply

control, power

projection and strategic deterrence

To be able to respond, it must develop
procedures and techmques Tor maintaming
the sealifl base, It must coordinate with the
maritime industry on which the US must
rely so heavily lor emergency augmentation
A primary means of fulfilling those roles 15
by peacetime deliv of Department of
Defence worldwide cargo.

Though ocean ransportation remams is
primary mission, MSC has added new
he past four decades. It now

LISNS ALGOL

Hospital Ship USNS MERCY. a converted tanker

ships that are involved in oceanographic
surveys and rescarch and in support of the
space program and military missile test
centres. In additton, MSC has 46 ships that
are specifically commitied 1o fleet support
missions known as the Naval Fleet Auxihary
Force. Included in NFAF are six T-AO 157
class oilers, with more being built and seven
n the construction program for a total of 18
of these new sophisticated oilers

Another rapidly growing part of NFAF
are the T-AGOS or ocean surveillance ships
It has 17 T-AGOS delivered, with 10 ships
operational. MCS will have a total of 23 T-
AGOS active by 1993, The five year defense
plan calls for six additonal twin hull — or
SWATH T-AGOS to be awarded by
1994, bringing the otal 1o 28 surveillance
ships.

Eight new oceanographic survey ships
and an acoustical rescarch shap will add nine

July-September, 1990

USNS ZEUS. Cable Repair Ship
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LIFE BEGINS AT 40 — continued

mane vessels 1o the MSC fleet by 1994, Four
new crane ships will give 12 of these vital
contingency ships, which are part of the
Ready Reserve Force. The RRF, made up
mostly of older cargo ships capable of
carrying unit equipment now (1989)
numbers 93 ships. When activated, the RRF
ships are controlled by MSC. The RRF 15
projecied to increase to 142 ships by 1994
The successful deployment of US
mililary forces depends on the ability to act
quickly. Recogmising that hostilities can

Fleat Ofler USNS ANDREW J. HIGGINS

erupt al any tme, the Afloat Prepositioning
Force was established. The APF is made up
of 25 ships loaded with military equipment
and prepositioned around the world
Included as a part of the Afloal
Prepositioning Force is the Maritime
Prepositioning Force consisting of 13 ships
divided into three squadrons.

Another change at MSC was the
acquisition of eight Fast Sealift Ships for the
rapid deployment of a mechanised Army
division. These ships are almost as large as

an arcraft carrier and can cruise at 33 knots.

Another aspect of MSC's changing face
is combat medical support. Two very large
hospital ships support the combat forces
Each contains a4 1 ,000-bed treatment facility
and 12 operating rooms. The first of these
ships, the USNS Mercy, provided
humanitarian medical care to more than
70,000 people in the Philippines and the
South Pacific in 1987

Life does indeed begin at 40 as the MSC
presses on regandless!

Survedlance Ship, USNS PREVAIL

RETIRING ?
INVESTING ?

IN THE PAST, WHEN PEOPLE RETIRED OR CHANGED JOBS, THE FINANCIAL

M GROUP AUSTRALIA FTY LIMITED

e epewatend m N casth Wades

PLANNING DECISIONS WERE STRAIGHT FORWARD.

THE GOVERNMENT'SNEW REASONABLE BENEFITS LIMITS (RBL) HAVE

NOT ANY MORE!!

REALLY COMPLICATED THIS BASIC DECISION.

A WRONG DECISION CAN COST YOU DEARLY IN EXCESS TAX.
LET US ASSIST YOU TO PLAN YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE, SO YOU DON'T LOSE OUT.

RING DR JOSEPH BRAYSICH TODAY ON (02) 252 2801

SYDNEY - PO BOX H221, LEVEL 13 TOWER BUILDING AUSTRALIA SQUARE SYDNEY 2000 » TELEPHONE (02) 252 2801 - FAX 252 3063

LEAVING
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SERVICE ?
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Navar NEws

Women in the
Navy

The Chief of Naval Stall, Vice Admiral
Michael Hudson, has forshadowed an
increase in the number of women in the
Mavy and the opening up of new positions,
including more for women at sea.

Admiral Hudson said that the Navy had
been actively pursuing a policy of
employing more women, and the percentage
in the RAN was now 11.5%, a significant
improvement on the situation five years ago,
when the percentage was only 6.5%

"This percentage needs 10 increase cven
more if the Navy is 1o capialise on 1he
talents of women and there is scope for this
within existing Government guidance” he
sad.

Admiral Hudson said that the number of
women at sea would build up steadily and he
noted that all females who had joined the
RAN since 1984 are liable for sea service

“Presently there are only 40 women at
sea, which is hardly more than half of 1% of
our seagoing personnel

“My aim 15 to achieve the same
percentage of women at sea as there are
women throughout the Navy overall. ™

Admiral Hudson said that the only
constraint on the employment of women at
sea would be the resourczs needed 1o
provide appropnate accommodation

“Although the present inlerpretation of
Government policy on the employment of
women in combat or combat-related
sifuations imposes some restrictions for sea
going employment,” he said, “it is my view
that at least in peacetime women should be
Bl\':“ llllnl[\s and Elperltﬂt! n every
aspect of naval operations ashore and afloat,

with the exception for the present, of
submarines.”

It was only through undergoing this
training and experience that they could play
their full part in the conduct of naval
operations.

Admiral Hudson also pointed to the
progress made within the RAN to date. He
abserved that the percentage of women in
the RAN 15 already higher than in the USN
and in the Canadian Forces, each of which
have a female population of around 10 per
cent. The RAN and USN policies for
employing women at sea have been similar
for a number of years,

“In the UK, during the annual debate on
the Royal Navy in February this year, the
example of the Australian Navy was quoted
in discussions on whether women should go
1o sea in the Royal Navy,” he said.

“As many Australians will have observed
in the media. the Royal Navy's First Sea
Lord has since announced that seagoing
postings will now be available to women in
the Royal Navy."

“Although we have certainly had women
in certain seagoing billets for some time, |

N %
The Indian Navy training ship TIR amving n Fremantle for a four day visit in May, 1990,
(Photo ¥, Jeflery)
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HMAS STUART retums from a four manth South East Asian deployment in March, 1990

have directed my personnel staff 10 bring
forward detailed plans to increase the range
of positions available to women — and that
includes more seagoing billets for women.”

Navy to get two
more
minesweepers

The Government has approved the
acquisition of two second-hand tugs to
undertake minesweeping duties for the
Royal Australian Navy. The Minister for
Defence, Senator Robert Ray, announced
that the contract was signed on April 18,
19940.

The tugs, to be purchased this year,
would be used to tow the new “clip-on’
sweeps designed and developed by the
Royal Australian Navy Research
Laboratories in Sydney and the Matenal
Research Laboratory in Melbourne. Th
RAN has been using three fishing trawlers,
acquired in 1988, 10 develop the tactics and
doctrine 1o be used in the operation of the
new sweeping equipment. These trawlers are
not powerful enough to tow the large
sweeps, hence the requirement for the tugs.

Senator Ray said that because the waters
in which we could need to counter mines
vary in their characteristics, we need
minesweepers (0 complement our calamaran
minehunters. The two wgs would form an
integral part of the Navy's minesweeping
force, which is being established by utilising
‘craft-of-opportunity”, comprising fishing
trawlers, tugs and other small craft

Because of the vast coastline over which
our mine countermeasures force could be
expected 1o operate, our minesweepers and
~inehunters need to be capable of rapid
deployment to any mine threat area, Senator
Ray said. This would be achieved by using
specialist mine warfare support personnel
operating from mobile trailers.

The Government afforded a high priority
1o the development of a capable mine

July-September, 1990

NAVAL NEWS — continuea

The Fremantie-class patrol boal HMAS GERALDTON fowing three appr

N e — e ——
Indonesian fishing vessels from the Rowley Shoals area off the

novthern West Australian coast lowards Broome on May 7, 1980,

C ded by L >

Russ Baker, HMAS GERALDTON intercapted a fourth Indonesian vessal in the araa several days later

This vessel, the Sinta Daharim, sank while under tow with 1200 kg of ilegally taken Trocus shell aboard.
Of the 58 fishermen taken off the first three vessels taken lo Broome, at least 27 were repeat offenders
RALDTON)

countermeasures force that will ensure that
‘our major ports can be kept open. This latest
acquisition of two tugs for use as
minesweepers was another step towards
achieving a credible mine countermeasure
force, Senator Ray said.

Australians and
Americans in
Canberra
remember Coral
Sea Battle

The United States Ambassador joined
Australia’s Defence Force and Navy
chiefs at the American War Memorial in
Blamey Square, Canberra, on May 3 to
commemoraie the 48th anniversary of the
Battle of the Coral Sea.

A Naval guard from HMAS HARMAN
and the Naval Support Command Band
came to attention shortly before noon for the
arrival of the members of the official party,
including the Member for Canberra, Mrs
Ros Kelly (representing the Prime Minister
and Australian people), the US Ambassador,
Mr Meivin Sembler. Chief of the Defence
Force, General Peter Gration and Chief of
Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Michael Hudson,

During the 45 minute service, an RAN
Petty Officer led a catafalque party
comprising two US marines and two
Australian sailors.

The Service began with a prologue to be
delivered by the Navy's Principal Chaplain
Jarvis. The prologue was followed by
speeches by Mr Sembier and Mrs Kelly, the
playing of the last post and reveille, the
blessing, and the playing of the Australian
and United States anthems.

The Canberra ceremony was one event in
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(Photo by courtesy of HMAS GE|
a week of ceremonies, celebrations and US
ship visits taking place around Australia 10
mark the Battle of the Coral Sea.

New Assault Boats
for Army

The Army is shortly to take delivery of
the first of its new fleet of assault boats.

To be built by the Perth-based Australian
Boat Manufacturers Pry Lid at an overall
cost of $1.3 million, 159 of the aluminium
boats will be delivered during the next 10
months.

They will replace the current fleet which
has been in service since the 1960s.

Used mainly by infantry and engineers
for inland waterway crossing, the new
assault boats can carry |2 fully-equipped
soldiers or a cargo of 1200kg. They can also
be coupled stern 10 siern 1o give greater
capacity for load ferrying.

When fitted with a 40hp motor, the flai-
botomed craft travels in excess of 10 knots.

Weighing in a1 210kg, five metres long
and with a two metre beam, the boat is more
robust than its predecessor and, even when
fully loaded, will sull Noat when flooded.

After open tenders were called, several
hoats were extensively trialed by the Army.
The assault boat produced by the Australian
owned company, ABM Pty Lid, was found
lo be the most suitable for Army ‘s needs.

A new life for
former RAN
Flagship

The former Navy fMagship, HMAS
Stalwart, has begun a new life as a cruise
ship in the Mediterranean.

HMAS Stalwart, a 15,000 tonne
destroyer tender, was recently sold to the

THE NAVY

Cyprus-based shipping firm, Sea Royal
Ferries, by the Department of
Administrative Services for an undisclosed
amount, instead of being sold for scrap as
has been the case with many
decommissioned naval ships.

The Minister for Defence. Senator
Robert Ray, praised AUSSALES, the new
disposals group of Administrative Services,
for a convincing demonstration of the
organisation's commercial prowess,

Senator Ray said it was a competitive
sule with 12 offers received from within
Australia and overseas, The sale had been
conducted efficiently with the whole
process, from advertisement 1o agreement
and sale ar a satisfactory price, being
completed within four months.

By selling Sualwart as a “going concern’,
the Defence Minister smid that a
considerably better price had been realised
that if she had been simply sold for scrap

Preparing a ship for scrap was expensive,
involving dry-docking, securing hull
openings and removal of equipment and
hazardous material. Normally, retired RAN
vessels were sold for scrap if other navies
were not interested in acquiring them

In this instance, although Stalwart was a
warship, she had been built as @ maintenance
ship and her size and construction lent itself
1o commercial use. AUSSALES had
recognised this potential, as had Mr
Marangopolous, Director for Royal Sea
Ferries, who completed handover formalities
at Garden Island, Sydney, on Thursday, May
i

Senator Ray added that the Navy was
pleased thar the sale had gone so smoothly
and that the former flagship was 1o see
further service in a different but perhaps
more glamorovs role rather than be
consigned to an ig fate in the
wrecker's vard.

Page Thirty Three



] & R COMMUNICATIONS PTY. LTD.

] & R Communications is a national company with offices in every major
capital city throughout Australia

Specialising in all types of Communications installations and Equipment.

* TELEPHONE SYSTEMS
* TELEPHONES
* TIME CLOCKS & TIME MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
* FACSIMILE MACHINES
* INTERCOM SYSTEMS
* INSTALLATIONS - TELEPHONE POINTS & RELOCATIONS
- DATA POINTS
- BLOCK CABLING
*« MORE
We have qualified personnel available to work on projects of a more sensitive nature,
presently one of our Defence Contracts is the installation of “Project Discon”.
REMEMBER we offer PROMPT AND EFFICIENT service. Call us for a competitive
quotation. We will SAVE TIME AND MONEY.

MELBOURNE SYDNEY BRISBANE ADELAIDE PERTH ALBURY CANBERRA
(03) 758 5466 102) 683 3155 1071 397 3711 (08) 362 3777 109) 450 6500 (060) 41 1166 (D62} 39 1333

AVERY LABEL (AUSTRALIA)

Supplier to all Government Departments/Organisations of Self Adhesive Labels

B Computer Printer Labels *(various kinds IN contract)
B Photocopier labels *(Whole range of IN contract)
M Laser printer labels*®
W Office labels*

W Customised labels®
W Security labels*

M File cover labels®
* Bulk Discounts available

PHONE: Toll Free — 008-252-237
SYDNEY (02) 560 7177
MELBOURNE (03) 882 8027
ADELAIDE (08) 274 3704
PERTH (09) 458 5509

Addresses:

SYDNEY — 75 Union Street, Dulwich Hill 2203
MELBOURNE - 96 Camberwell Road, Hawthorn East 3123
ADELAIDE ~ 213 Greenhill Road, Eastwood 5063
PERTH — 2 Denby Street, Wilson 6107

Contractor to the Department of Defence
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AEW - SMT
AUSTRALIA
PTY LTD

132 South Terrace, Pooraka SA 5095

Medium Volume Precision
Machining & General Engineers.
Electro-Plating & Heat Treatment
Specialists.

Suppliers to the

Aircraft, Defence & Automotive
Industries.

Quality Conttrol System Compatible
to AS3902

Details PATRICK BALE

Telephone: (08) 262 2420
Fax: (08) 260 1273

SPEED QUEEN
Built Better to

WASHERS Last longer
DRYERS 6 to 50 kg COIN-OP & COMMERCIAL
IRONERS to 120" LAUNDRY CLEANING EQUIP.
INDUSTRIAL PP vy
WASHERS 610 40 KD ¢icif Motis Caravan Parts
with high speed extraction ., 55 « LEASING « FRANCHISE

26 Years Servics to the Indusiry

“Suppliers to the Armed Forces”

Telephone: (03) 417 5139

Service & Parts — Frigidaire, Hoyt,
Speed Queen

Formerly
D.O. CAMERON (LAUNDRETTES)

119 HODDLE STREET, RICHMOND,
VICTORIA 3121

TELEPHONE: (03) 417 5139

A/H: (03) 885 6069
FAX: (03) 417 3864

C. P. DETMOLD
PTY LTD

45 Chief Street,
Brompton, SA, 5007

Current Suppliers to
The Royal Australian Navy for
disposable
¢ Aluminium Foil

* Food Containers and Lids

* Paper Bags
* Plastic and Foil Takeaway Food
Containers and Plastic Cups

Telephone:
(08) 348 3200

Facsimile: (08) 348 3224

OFFICE
SYSTEMS

A Division of
SBA DISTRIBUTORS PTY LTD

Suppliers to the Defence Forces
* CANON Photocopiers * KALAMAZOO
Business Systems « OLYMPIA Typewriters
* SHARP Photocopiers, Calculators, Cash
Registers and Computers + PHILIPS Dictating
Equipment » GBC Word Finishing Equipment
* BENDIX & FELTEX Chairs and Furniture
+ AHI PRECISION Desks and Filing Cabinets
* MOVIETEX Charting Systems = PENRITE
White Boards and Blackboards « ROH
Steelbuilt Mobile Storage Units and Shelving

135 STUART HWY
(Cnr Nylander Street), DARWIN
Telephone: DARWIN 81 8411
Fax: DARWIN 81 2070
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BOOK
REVIEWS

THE WAR AT SEA
Royal & Dominion Navy Actions
in World War 2
by Gordon Smith
Published by lan Altan, UK
Review copy from Thomas C. Lothian
Pty. Ltd.

Price: $50.95

This book provides a concise overview
of Royal & Dominion naval actions during
World War 2 i detailed

Researchers and students of naval history will
find this & most valuable reference laid-out in a
concise and simplistic casy-1o-read manner.

VIC JEFFERY

* * *

THE AMERICAN STEEL NAVY
by John D. Alden, Commander, USN

(retired)

Published by Naval Institute Press

This writer was only half way The
American Steel Navy when I decided to
begin this review. The book is a
compilation of both narrative and
photographs (mostly from glass plates) of
the development of the United States naval
Sforces from the introduction of the steel
hull in 1883 1o the close of the world cruise
by the Greas White Fleet in 1909,

The author has successfully combined his well
researched writings with the best photographs of
the era, but unlike the more traditional
publications, has divided his efforis into siep by
step mini chapters. These highlight everything
from the new construction, but old design,
monitors, dynamite ships, the growth of the
American battleship and cruiser, new classes
including submarines, torpedo boats and
miscellaneous vessels such as enlisted pleasure
yachts, war prizes and auxiliaries of the Steel
Navy. Within the first section are over 20 sub-
chapeers.

Forging a Modern Sicel Navy. the second
section, describes the construction and repair,
1 2. arms and
organisation 1o name a few. The third section is
devoted 1o the Men and Operations while
appendices provide the relevant technical and

€ gical tables ing the various
theatres of operation, spanning the
Atlantic, Indian and  Pacific,
Mediterranean, and Europe. Also included
are significant events in the military and
political spheres to provide a complete
picture of events af thar time.

Author Gordoer Smith sets out with three aims
— Detail Royal Navy warship losses, where and
in what circumstances; acknowledge ihe part
played by all naval forces (and the other armed
forces) in the then British Empire, the

p type data.

All of the photographs in The American Steel
Navy have reproduced o the best possible size.
Combine this with the ! d

development and service history of the

s fighting ships, Warship, in its new
annual format, has sharpened its focus on
these essential concerns.

The coverage is international in scope and
ranges from the introduction of sieam in the US
Navy to the carrent projects to reintroduce
ps into naval strategy. Amongst other
es arc USS Olympia. The Firsi Flowers,
Ships woh Steel Skires, Sovier Submarine
Cruisers, The Sinking of the Yamato and The
Pegusus Programme

There are two features geared 10 the new
annual frequency: a listing of the important naval
books published in the year with reviews of the
most significant, and & review of the principal
developments of the naval year — in both -ases a
convenient way of keeping up 1o date without
recourse 1o the expensive naval annuals and the
myriad of defence journals and magazines.

270 x 200mm (103" x 7}, 256 pages, 200
photographs, 85 line drawings.

* * *

HMS GANGES
by John Douglas
Published by The R dv d Press,
Kineton

The name “GANGES" conjfures up
many images in the minds of most who
hear it. To some the sharpest image will be
that of the 150 ft mast which every boy ar
GANGES had to climb. To others the name
conjures up images of shouting Gis who
made those at GANGES wish they were

from the glass platcs and the use of high quality
paper, the result is a wonderful collection of the
formative years of the United States Navy.

Each photograph is provided with a detailed
caption, linked 10 the carlier text to allow the
reader to trace the growth, successes and failures
of the various ships, battles and other
developments.

For the technical reader over 20 pages of line
drawings prepared by A.D, Baker 111 are featured

Royal Australian Navy, Royal Canadian Navy,
Royal Indian Navy and the Royal New Zealand
Navy: and thirdly. 10 ensure a more hal d

in an appendice, all drawn to the same scale.
Adjacent 1o each drawing is a brief hiswory of the
units of each class depicted.

account of the Untied States Navy's operations in
World War 2. Mr Smith has achieved his aim
admirably.

Containing 192 pages, this book includes 129
black and white photographs with a high quality
of reproduction which lan Allan Publishers are
renowned for. The bulk of the photographs come
from the Real Photos Co Lud., with the Imperial

An y raghy; highlighting the
degree of rescarch by the author is included in the
ook, as well as a large format index.

The American Steel Navy was first published
in 1972 after four years research by the author.
This excellent reprint by the United States Naval
Institute Press appeared on the bookshelves in
1990 and is strongly recommended 1o all readers
It is now available direct from the publishers at

War M buting the ! lis, Maryland, 21402, USA
Amongst the RAN graphs included is a gt " Ross T
superb half page shot of the cruiser HMAS * * * oL
PERTH | and an even larger quality view of the
destroyer HMAS NESTOR. WARSHIP 1989

This book is supponied by eight Theatre Loss Edited by Robert Gardiner

maps and nine appendices covering an analysis of
Royal & Dominion Navy major warship losses
and the Axis Navies losses in total and those due
o Royal and Dominion Navies.
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Always devoted to the design,
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here else. Alas, or fortunately, there
will be no new generations of Boy Seamen
who will be able fo experience the delights
of GANGES. The closest anyone will be
able to get is by reading John Douglas’
book.

John Douglas, an ex-GANGES nozzer, has
recountered his trials and tribulations at the hands
of the Gis, PTls and KR and Als. In doing 50 he
has not only wnitten a very enjoyable account of
his time at GANGES but has also provided an
insight into the life of & new entry in the Roya!
Navy ai a time when corporal punishment was
still pan of the naval disciplinary system. These
tales, recountered by John Douglas, highlight the
fact that whilst life was tough for those at
GANGES it filled those that completed the
training with a sense of pride and Joyalty. It was
this loyalty that saw the retarm 10 GANGES of so
many ex-GANGES boys for the final parade that
there was not enough room in GANGES' 150
acres (0 accommodale them.

HMS GANGES is a book that fills the need of
many people, these interesied in naval history,
those interested in the social structure of the navy
or those who are just interested in a good yam. All
of these will find HM5 GANGES a worthwhile
and enjoyable book 1o read.

JOE STRACZEK
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DSTO &

AUuSTRALIA

DSTO Engineering Technology Branch
Provides Design. Mirg & Consultative
Services in Advanced Mirg Technologies
Computer Aided Design. Compuler Aided

Mtrg Specialised Fimshes/Coatings
Pattern Making, PCB Design & Mirg, H
Treatment, Welding to Awrcraft Standard
Sheetmetal. NATA Metrology Laboratory

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY BRANCH
DEFENCE SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
ORGANIZATION

P.O. Box 1600
Salisbury, SA 5018

Phone: (08) 259 6562
Fax: (08) 259 5177

The amazing Minubishi Canter 4WD, with limited slip
diff, has the strength and toughness of a real rruck with
the comfort of a ute. So you can
carry a full 2.25

wonne body and

pavload off-road.
Experience Canter !
Al Your nearest

¢ Sopd 1SS
Mitsubishi dealer. TRUCKS

Commands Respect.

Current Contractors to the Department of
Defence

FOODSERVICE

Suppliers of Cheese, Vegemite, etc, to the
Royal Australian Navy

For Enquiries Call Toll Free

(008) 33 1699

BT.R. ENGINEERING
(AUSTRALIA) LTD

= Senvice and emergency disc brake systems for cranes and
malerials handling equipment Torgues from 1Nm 1o 500000Nm
and beyond

« Heenan Eddy Current Drves and Controls

Sales & Service Division: B TR ENGINEERING (AUSTRALIA) LTD
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NAVY LEAGUE AND CADET NEWS

SHIPPING AND WATERFRONT REFORM

It has always been popular to link shipping and the waterfront
in the public mind as if they were one and the same industry,
whaose problems should be addressed as such.

Of course both are fundamental parts of the maritime scene but
in many ways they, and the problems of those who work in them,
are as different as chalk and cheese,

It is perfectly possible 10 have a highly efficient shipping
industry trading world-wide while also having poorly organised
mefficient local waterfroms, and vice-versa. Clearly the nation is in
the most advantageous position when both the Aust-shipping
industry and the waterfront which services shipping of all nations,
are highly efficient

In many ways the differences between these two different but
inter-related industries were highlighted ai the conference on
Shipping and Waterfront reform held at Darling Harbour, Sydney
on 19/20 February, 1990. This conference, arranged by Aust
Investment Conferences and endorsed by the Aust. National

Together with the above major developments Diesel Fuel taxes
have been adjusted 1o allow fatrer competition with foreign vessels.

Indicative of the growing competitiveness of the Australian
merchant fleet 1s the gradual increase in its size as ship owners gain
confidence and find the revitalised industry more rewarding
Additions of new ships have grown gradually each year from 2 in
1987-88 10 4 projected 10 1 1990-91. While older ships will drop
off the list, the overall numbers of ships and the total fleet cargo
capacity are growing steadily

While much remains 10 be done, the industry seems on courss
for an expanding and bright future with all the advantages this
should bring to the nation, There 15 a huge and immediate
apportumity 1o increase the proportion of our seabome trade camed
in Australian ships from its carrent low level of 4%

Cargo carried in Australian ships *value-adds’ 1o the exporn
concerned, carns foreign exchange, reducing our balance of

Maritime Associatioh was well ded by representatives of
virtually all interested parties from all comers of the continent.

Apart from a shon attendance by the Hon. Ralph Willis MP
Minister for Trade and Communications who delivered an address
covening the Govemment update of the various reform packages.
Representatives from both sides of Parliament were noticeable by
their absence — an unfortunate omission given the national
importance and relevance of reform measures in the current
economic climate

There scemed to be widespread agreement thai there has been
much improvement in the general intermational competitiveness of
our shipping industry. Indeed 11 was claimed, with some
justification, that shipping was the clear leader among all our
industries in structural adjustment, internal re-organisation, and
improved productivity and efficiency.

With generally close co-operation between owners,
managemeni, unions and Government following a series of
inquiries and agreements, much has been achieved in the last 7
years.

The benefits of the establishment of the A lian Maritime
College at Launceston, with its many training courses including
those for *integrated ratings', are now being felt

Along with re-organisation in new ships, the introduction of new
manpower replacement technology, retraining, and restructuring,
amalgamations have reduced the number of unions in Australian
flag ships from 7 to 3. and hopefully this will reduce 10 2 {officers
and ratings) in the near future, With these changes have gone
changes in social relationships and conditions aboard ships, thus
allowing major reductions in crew sizes and greater feelings of “all
of one company”

Manning levels have already been reduced considerably and
within 3 years will be down 10 17 or 18 people with the possibility
of further reductions to about 14. This compares with an average of
26 10 36 of a few years ago, and will be comparable 10 OECD
levels.

In parallel with the many changes has been a remarkable fall in
industrial disputation and an increasing record of reliability.

There is still some way 1o go, particularly in the ratio of crews
needed for each ship, (1o allow for leave, sickness etc) which is still
well above European levels. Nevertheless crew costs are no longer
as significant as they used to be in the overall running costs of
ships.

One remarkable development is that the car ships *Australian
Scaroad” has a crew of 21, which is one less than similar Japanese-
manned vessels. Indeed Japanese crew costs are now sometimes
higher than those of Australian manned vessels.

July-September, 1990

payments deficit, creates national wealth and employment and with
the consequent expansion of our merchant fleet, supports our
defence capability.

The waterfront however, is a different story.

While there is no denying that some reforms have been achieved
such as gradual rejuvenation of the workforce; improved fraining,
improved incentives; a reduction in industrial disputes and hours
lost; reduction in manning at some gram loading terminals; removal
of 200 redundant gangway waichmen; and some reductions in tug
crew sizes, a great deal remains to be done

ENGINES DIVISION
Diesel & Gas Turbine Engines
To Suit All
INDUSTRIAL, MARINE &
RURAL APFLICATIONS
Sales # Installation

* Commissioning « Maintenance
* Repairs & Spare Parts

DORMAN, RUSTON
PAXMAN, KELVIN, HINO
& BAUDOUIN,
RUSTON GAS TURBINES, IVECO
GENERATOR SETS

LOT 105, COCEBURN ROAD,
HENDERSON, WA

Tel: (09) 410 2944
Fax: (09) 439 2223
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reduce costs by as much as 5%. Many other measures will be
needed 1o improve organisation, training labour productivity

the waterfront, with al
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Fundamentally, however, a new spirit of endeavour is needed on
misations concerned working together

for the nation's good and ihe necessary recovery of our economy
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Rear Admiral (Retired)
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TS Coral Sea lives up fo is mofto “Second fo None” by being
awarded the Navy League Efficiancy Award for being the
mast Efficient Unit in Australia for 1989, Picturad here with the
award (Left fto Fight) The Commanding Officer TS Coral Sea
LTCDR 1AM McDougall NRC, Seaman A. Jansen, Recruit
M. Brown, Able Seaman R. Crofft and Chie! of Naval Stalf

VADM M. Hudson AC
iPhotograph by courtesy of Tawngvilke Bufietn|

The President of the Townsville Branch of the Navy League
Mr. Ed Bowen (Left) receives a cheque for $10,000 from Mr.
Hal Slaney (Right) representing the Sheraton Breakwater
Island Casino Communmily Beneft Trust The money is being
used to help pay for the recently completed Boat Deck and
Bosuns Store for TS Coral Sea

(photograph courtesy Towraville Buletin)
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The Universal Solution

/ W

da is becoming the universally preferred
defence language  and it also the
language we adopted right from the owset at
Universal Defence Systems,
Whilst other Australian companics are
imvolved with Ada, we specialise in it
Unversal Defence Systems is an Australian
Company specialising in systems and software
engineening for defence. Our products include
an arificial imelligence expent system shell and
a comprehensive and flexible, real-time C1
system written in Ada, a Umiversal data base

UNIVI

management system, a formatted message
editor and a Mission Computer System (MCS
shown above).

We also have hundreds of reusable Ada
utility packages, ready for specialised
application or integralion into existing systems.
I'he adaptability of this code means lower cost
and greater efficiency, whatever the application.

Our armoury of expertise is growing daily!

For more information, contact our Managing
Irector, Peter Jupp

RSAL

DEFENCE SYSTEM

THE ADA SPECIAL

S'I‘S

s e

AD IMPACT 1
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AVIATION SALES AND
PRODUCT SUPPORT.

(] Landing gear overhauls and

repairs

(L] Rotary and fixed wing
hydraubc overhauls

[] Technical training

[J Corporate fight centres

[] Defence equipment marketing

[J Aviation infrastructure

Like to know more?

Contact Dawd Bell

Awaton Marketing Director

4-8 Harley Crescent. Bankstiown

NSW 2200 Austraka

Ted (02) 7088555, Fax (02) 708 1480

Al Hawker Pacific, keeping you
fying 1s our top pnonty
Across Austraka, New Zealand,
the Pacific, Asia, USA, the Middie
East and Europe, Hawker Pacific
1s the name for
("] Awrcraft and helicopter sales
[} Awation parts and pilot
accessones
[] Engineering senice and
mantenance
(] Awrcraft modifications.
conversions and rebuilds
] Engine sales and overhauls

[HAWKER] |

Sydney. Canberra, Melbourne, Bnsbane
Perth, Casrns, Auckdand, Singapore, Kuala
Lumpur, Jakana, Bangkok, Manda, Hong
Kong. Seoul, Beyng. Los Angeles, Miams
Amsterdam_ Bahran WA
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AUSTRALIAN SAFETY
ENGINEERS (WA))

A Division of Chubb Australia Ltd
26 YAMP1 WAY, WILLETTON, WA 6155
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Telephone: (09) 457 8500
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WYECY AR BACEK-UPD

One of the mast noticeable advancements in Personal Computers (PCs) in recent years is the amount of data

they are now able to handle. The

e size of a hard disk installed has grown to 80 Megabytes and there are

now hard disk drives available for the PCs that offer a staggering 1.2 GB of storage capacity.

These recent developments have made the drives more delicate and more st ble to the

dust and poor handling.

P

With the disk platter turning at 3600 revolutions per minute, If even a small speck of dust should come
between the platter and the read/write heads which fly at less than one air molecule above the platters, data
on the disk can be greatly damaged. Add to this the possibilities of human error, power fallure, earthquakes
and fires, and you can see the need for an effective tape back up system.

At Allaw, we recommend Archive’s Viper Data Cartridge Tape Back-up units which handle from 40 to 150 Mb
unattended back-up. Archive Viper Serles function reliably and with low cos' performance, making them an
excellent secondary medium for back up and because it makes large amounts of data easy to handle. Data
Cartridges are also an effective media for distributing large complicated software.

SYDNEY - Phone: (02) 4159111

Seftware | Opumiing Sysies

Pesape. 57 Ton DOS. Novell || Pastape, 8y-Tos,

Fax: (02) 4159115
MELBOURNE - Phone: (03) 561 8644

Fax: (03) 560 3596
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Fax: (07) 891 6915
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THE DEFENCE FORCE and THE COMMUNITY
THE WRIGLEY REPORT

The following comments are nol to be taken as a review of the recently issued report by Mr Alan
Wrigley entitled “The Defence Force and the Community” , a report commissioned by former
Defence Minister Beazley in May 1989. To review a 600-page document containing a host of

recommendations in the space available 1o Viewpoint is impossible and unfortunately publishing

deadlines preclude a detailed review in this issue of

HE Wrigley Report is an important

document as it deals with an important

subject - the relationship between the
Defence Force and the community and is
written by an official experienced in the
defence decision-making process and who's
recommendations, if accepted by
govemnment, would quite drastically change
Australia’s defence organisation.

In brief, the object of author Wrigley is 10
create in the Australian community an
understanding of the country’s security
problems and to do so by involving the
community to a much greater extent in
defence activities. Involvement would be in
several ways but principally through a
greatly increased Reserve Force component
and the feplu:ement by civilians of regulu
ADF 1 gaged in su‘ppurl
ranging from i to ing. A

THE NAVY.

nvolvement in Australia’s neighbourhood is
not ruled out.

One cannot quarrel with the objective of
the Wrigley Report - betler community
understanding of, and involvement in,
national defence but the writer of Viewpoint
is of the opinion that a number of assertions
are arguable and some proposals unreal stic;
for example, to almost double the size «f the
Reserve (and use Reservists to replace
regular personnel) is surely impracticable
given existing recruiting/retention
difficulties.

O preclude the deployment of ADF
Tunlli overseas, thus removing an
important  option available 1o
governments, is a proposal unlikely 1o be
lc:epted by political leaders: the recent
1o send a naval force to the Middle

smaller number of civilians would be directly
employed by the Defence Department but a
vastly increased number would be involved
in functions contracted oul 10 industry.

The report is highly critical of the
proponents of a militarily self-sufficient
Defence Force; this the Report maintains is
wasteful, makes timely expansion difficult 1o
achieve in an emergency and tends to
separate the armed forces from the wider
community.

The Repont acknowledges that attitudes in
some areas, not least in the ADF, would have
to change if a “total”, ie, community-based,
defence effort is 1o be achieved: Change may
require firm and bipartisan political pressure
or direction.

Political attitudes to defence over the
years are discussed in the Report and the
author notes the change from a forward
del’cnct posture to the present more

stance. O i o
nujw UW commitments by the ADF is
strongly expressed although lesser

1 - The Navy, October-December, 1990

East bears this out.

The Report's direct and implied criticism of
Service leadership is harsh and mostly
misdirected; afier all, political leaders make
the important defence decisions albeit on the
advice provided by a composite team of
civilians and servicemen in the Defence
Department, a team which for a time
included Mr Wrigley.

While there would appear 1o be scope for
change and increased civilian participation in
some suppont functions, for example, stores
and victualling, author Wrigley appears to be
rather optimistic about the ability of

governments to ensure industrial harmony at
all times; the Navy in particular has had
some unfortunate experiences in this regard.

Mr Wrigley correctly regards the lack of
and disinterest of far 100 many
Australians in their Defence Force as a
weakness in our country’s security and wants
to bridge the gap (in passing, one might add
that the role of the media, supposedly a
bridge between government and people,
receives very little attention in the Report).
‘Whether or not the Wrigley proposals are
acceptable or practicable, a1 least a major
attempt has been made 1o remedy a serious
deficiency and his Report warrants wide
attention.

-

Federal President
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AKUNA
Dear Sir,

Following on from the article on STRADBROKE Il (July/Sept
1990 issue); it is interesting to note that the Port Phillip Sea Pilots
had a further connection with the RAN in two of their other vessels:
both named AKUNA, and both with long, varied careers.

The first AKUNA was purchased from the RAN on 6 January
1925 as the ex-HMAS UNA. This twin screw, coal fired steamer of
953 tons gross, 210° LOA, and 15 knots; was originally built in 1911
by Bremer Vulcan as the KOMET and used by the colonial
administration of the German 1 Govt in New Guinea. By July
1914 she was part of the German Navy. When captured by the RAN
in October, she was converted 10 a sloop, and used as a patrol vessel,
renamed HMAS UNA.

On purchase by the PPSP, she was regisiered in Melbourne, 12
May 1925 and named AKUNA (meaning ‘flowing waters'). She was
fitted out as a cruising pilot cutter 1o operate off Port Phillip Heads, in
conjunction with the S§ VICTORIA. The internal fittings were
described as luxurious; and she served the PPSP very well until
WYUNA commissioned in 1953 (except for two years laid up during
the war 1941-43 whilst STRADBROKE Il operated).

AKUNA was sold on 23 March 1954, 10 J. Dent for demolition in
the Maribymong River. This work proceeded slowly till 1957,

The Navy sold HMAS GLADSTONE to the PPSP in July '56 10
become the second AKUNA. Built by Walkers, Maryborough, in
1943 as one of the 56 Bathurst class mi Afer cc
at Willimnstown 1956-8 to a cruising pilot cutter, she was registered
as AKUNA on 22 April 1958, and served as such, in conjunction
with WYUNA, till 1974 when the PPSP operaling ‘fast
launches’ as & means of shipping pilots.

AKUNA was sold in March 1974 to §. Bevan-Davies, but

BB
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AKUNA in 1975. (Photo —~ GMI'HJ

ined laid up in Melt Sold 10 B. in 8 t
1977, she sailed to Brisbane; where | remember her laid up at
Borthwicks Wharf reportedly under arrest, and bankrupt, [
understood both owners intended 10 operale her as a private yachi,
but failed. When sold again on 7 September 1978, 1o B. Baron, she
sailed to Singapore to be fitted out as & hospital/relief ship for service
in the South China Seas assisting Vietnamese boat people, from
December 1978.

‘Whilst unofficially referred 1o as the * Bmhm&uu thewuuz
cause of some official emb were a dipl

headache by this time!
On 3 September 1979 the ship was reported anchored 55 NE of
Singapore with 135 refi d waiting Australian Government

approval 10 land them.

Her Melboumne register was closed on 21 April I98CI AKUNA
was re-registered earlier under the Panamanian flag on 4 February
1980 as AKUNA 11; the first time the II had been officially used. Mr
B. Baron sold her on 14 April 1980 to the ‘Food for the Hungry
Internationa” of Arizona, USA, under whom she continued refugee
rescues.

The vessel developed boiler troubles about this time, and
eventually operated only on one boiler, at a speed of five knots. By
1981 AKUNA had rescued 365 refugees for the new owners, who
sold her late 1981. After shifting her 10 Song Khla, Thailand, the
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VIEWPOINT - READERS
(CONTINUED)

h faulted . and *Food for the Hungry' bad to
mposzss the ship. AKLM\ ex GLADSTONE was sold in 1983 10
be broken up in Thailand. The name AKUN.\ is continued today in a
current PPSP pilot launch.

Yours faithfully,
M. J. CAROLIN
Port Phillip Sea Pllot.

SUBMARINES AT MALTA
Dear Sir,

| was surprised 10 see in the July-September 1990 issue of The
Navy on page 35 an illustration of submarine L 26 with caption
underneath reading HMS OTUS.

HMS OTUS was a sister to HMS OSIRIS (not speit OSITIS as
shown) which is illustrated on the same page. Both were sisiers 1o
OTWAY and OXLEY. Other sisters were ODIN, OLYMPUS,
ORPHEUS and OSWALD, OBERON of same class differed in
having a blunt bow.

L 26 was one of 33 - L class submarines built for the Royal
Navy under the Emergency War Programme 1917-1922. The L cl.lu
followed the K class steam driven and were an imp
H class. Early Ls appeared similar to the H class bul some were
given a 4in, gun mounted on a fair water in front of the conning-
tower. Later Ls were also given a 4in aft of the conning-tower and
some were converted for mine laying.

Only 3 Ls served during WWIL L 23, L 26 and L 27. All three
were built by Vickers A g. Barrow and completed at Chatham.
L23 lost off Nova Scotia while under 1bw 10 shipbreakers 1946. L 26
broken up Canada 1946. L 27 broken up Canada 1947.

The Ls were 236ft x 23.5ft x 13.5f. 760/1080 tons. 17.5 knots on
surface. 10.5 knots submerged. 4 bow tubes | or 2, 4in guns.

The photo of HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH was taken after the
trunking of her two funnels about 1933, Just prior to WWII QUEEN
ELIZABETH was again rebuilt with NELSON type bridge, single
funnel hanger and crane.

Hope this is of interest.

Yours faithfully,

STRADBROKE |
Dear Sir,

Captain Carolin’s anticle on STRADBROKE 11, brought a query
to my mind if the STRADBROKE [l was in fact wrecked off Cape
Lambert in 1956.

A vessel named the Stradbroke and regi d in Glad was
used in the 60s and 70s by a Mr Tim Rnhmson in Brisbane.

The vessel was exactly the same as the one as in the photographs
in the article, however the wheel nouse was a little different.

The square parts also visible, were identical 1o the Stradbroke
operated by Tim Robertson,

STRADBROKE was used 1o carry provisions, laundry, eic, 1o
Ampol Tankers especially the P.J. ADAMS.

The last time | saw STRADBROKE she was moored at a private
Jetty past the Jindalee Bridge a good way upstream from the city.

1 enjoyed the article and wondered if the STRADBROKE [1 was
not destroyed and that this was the same vessel which was operated
by Mr Tim Robinson.

Yours faithfully,

JOHN GATES

Ascot, Qid 4007

The vessel mentioned by John Gates was the STRADBROKE |,

& similar but smaller vesse! lo the one depicted in the last lssue
of The Navy - Editor.
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e silent service proves Australia’s 1
The silent service proves Australia’s most swift

As an RAN detachment of three ships arrives in the Persian Gulf, Tom Frame shows that
Australia's navy has had a long tradition of being constantly ready for war.

already become directly involved in the current

Gulf crisis. Yet as a nation that relies upon the oil
the Gulf produces, it was inevitable.

What is perhaps even more amazing was that when the Prime
Minister, Bob Hawke, spoke with President Bush he was able 1o offer
an Australian naval task force of three ships which would sail in just

I T HAS surprised many people that Australia has

three days.
So while there wuldeh)r nfnn:wu:k while a military force was
prepared for g Fiji during 1987,

the navy has shown itself ready for combat, and not just a minor
police action, in half the time.

There are many reasons for this, but principal is that warships
must be at a high level of operational readiness if they are to be at sea
nlall Olhﬂmmmﬂuwwmrdhumwﬂiwm

hips are at eight hours’ notice
for sea and this often means eight hours’ ml’nrwlr

The attitude p by such dards of di
is a product of the Nny:hislnrywdumthu in the opening
moves of every conflict in which Australia has been involved, the
RAN has played the dominant role.

World War | was declared at 10 am on August 5, 1914, The
immediate fear was German activity in New Guinea and the
whereabouts of the East Asiatic Squadron under Admiral von Spee.

At that very moment, the battlecruiser and flagship, HMAS
a\USTRALIA was hurrying north up the eastern coast to a

having dep Port Jackson the previous

ing at 9.45 in p of war starting. She would join with

the SYDNEY, the WARREGO and the YARRA which had sailed
from Townsville on August 3,

The cruiser MELBOURNE had sailed from Sydney just over an
hour later steaming south about the continent to take up her patrol off
the West Australian coast. The refitting of the two Australian
submarines, AE | and AE 2, st Williamstown was cut short and they
were both ready for service on August 10, sailing with the cruiser
ENCOUNTER the next day. The cruiser had also been refitting.
HMAS PROTECTOR sailed from Port Jackson as the submarine
parent ship,

Within a week of war being declared, the Australian Fleet had
arrived al ils assigned war station and began 1o take action against the
Germans. It was because this action was so swift and the enemy
given so little time 1o prepare or reinforce that von Spee was driven
out of the Pacific. German New Guinea was captured by mid-
September and the raider SMS EMDEN had been hunted down and
sunk. By mid-November 1914, the RAN had removed any divect
threat 10 Australia or its interest.

The outbreak of World War II saw the RAN just a well prepared
for hostilities. In fact, the navy was the only service that was ready.
The fact that war was about to be declared and as it was Sunday had
no bearing on the Navy's mobilisation for war.

The heavy cruiser CANBERRA was al sea patrolling the coast of
NSW. The light cruiser HOBART and the destroyer VOYAGER were
off Gabo Island in search of enemy raiders while VAMPIRE was off
Cape Otway searching for the Italian merchantmen ROMOLO and
VENDETTA was patrolling the coast off Port Stephens. VOYAGER

and VAMPIRE then sailed to reinforce HMAS SYDNEY based in
Fremantle. Australian ports were sealed and enemy merchantmen
cither captured or pursued. Some were able to escape given that they
had around nine days' notice of the outbreak of war.

Mﬂm;hm:tuwuumnlwgwmlma\mmlh,u
fleet was i diately at sea g and p ing A dia's vital
sea lines of communication.

The Korean War saw the RAN directly involved again within the
first week of hostilities. The frigate HMAS SHOALHAVEN had
been in Japanese waters for five months as part of the occupation
force when North Korea invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950, The
destroyer BATAAN was on its way to Hong Kong to relieve
SHOALHAVEN.

Less than three days later, Prime Minister Bob Menzies was able
10 place the two RAN ships at the disposal of the United Nations.

two sub HMAS SYDNEY snroute to
New Guinea in early Worid War One.
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HMAS SHOALHAVEN during the Korean War.

SHOALHAVEN immediately sailed from Sasebo for Pusan as part of

an Allied convoy escort. a task she would continue 1o perform until®

August 31 when relieved by the destroyer WARRAMUNGA.

The early avalability of the Australian ships assisted in the vital
resupply of the Korean Peninsula, the blockading of the western
coast and highlighted Australia’s commitment 1o the UN

Although the RAN was not allogether unprepared for some
participation in the war in South Vietnam, the timing of the
announcement that Australin would commit ground forces did cause
some problems

Considering the strategic circumstances of the early 1960s made
it likely that Australia would need a troopship, the ageing aircraft
carrier HMAS SYDNEY was saved from the scrapyard and
converlad for such a role. Until specifically required for that purpose,
the navy operated her as a training ship.

HMAS SYEY, sails for South Vietnam with a full load of army
BQUIpment
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Menzies' decision to send Australian troops o Vietnam depended
10 some degree on their transportation to South Vietnam, together
with their equipment and supplies. This vital support would
undoubledly come from the Navy.

Information that Australia was 1o be involved on the ground in
Vietnam was passed to the captain of HMAS DUCHESS before
Menzies' announcement in Parliament.

Commander lan Burnside was told to prepare his ship for service
off Vietnam, including the escort of SYDNEY. However, the
“troopship” was then refiting at Garden Island Dockyard in Sydney.
On May 4, 1965, its captain was informed the ship was required to
sail for Vietnam.

In a Herculean effort :hc refit was curtailed and painting
completed. 153 sailors were recalled from leave to make up her full
peacetime complement, They prepared for sea trials and storing of
the ship began

By May 26, cargo and military vehicles were loaded, and the
soldiers of the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, were
embarked. Sydney sailed for Vung Tau, South Viemam, at | am on
May 27

Since the end of Australia's involvement in the Vietnam conflict,

HMAS SUPPLY.

the Navy has been called upon with short notice 1o play a leading
role in Australian diplomacy.

The demands placed on the Navy have been diverse. There was
the impromptu decision 1o send HMAS SUPPLY to Mururoa in 1973
to profest against French atomic testing. After the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan on the eariy 1980s the Navy was involved in Persian
Gulf patrols. Five RAN ships were sent 1o Fiji for the purpose of
evacuating Australian nationals within two days of the first military
coup.

There are two reasons for the Navy usually being the first on the
scene,

First, the Navy's ships are maintained at a high level of
operational readiness or can be brought to that state in very little
time. This has meant they are available for deployment almost
immediately,

Second, because the navy is the most mobile of the armed forces
and has units deployed continuously in South-East Asia and the
Pacific, it is often very close to the scene of activity and in the best
positipn 1o d Australia’s i and resolve. This was
certainly the case during the Malayan Emergency and
“conf ion" when the p of RAN units throughout the
region saw them immediately thrust into action. There was not a ship
or a single life lost in that period.

The fact that this level of readiness is maintined in peacetime
means that A lia has some flexibility in its dipl y and can
select from a range of options, including the prompt despatch of the
three ships, The characteristics of the ships also allows plenty of
freedom of action.

NAVY TO GULF

Whereas in the past RAN units often had to rely upon fuel of
dubious quality from foreign supply ships or poris, the wnker
SUCCESS, which sailed recently, will provide fuel of guaranteed
quality throughout the long passage and reduce Australia’s
dependence upon any other nation.

The two frigates ADELAIDE and DARWIN - being of American
design and © ion, are fully ible with US Navy vessels
already in the Gulf and possess a good mix of defensive and
offensive weapons and sensors,

As the RAN has developed a deep und ding of the US Navy
and its operating procedures from ANZUS exercises over the last 40
years, the Australians should have little trouble in becoming an
integral part of the vast naval armada assembling in the Guif.

Three ships fo the Gulf, August, 1990, HMAS SUCCESS leads HMAS DARWIN and HMAS ADELAIDE (rear). (Photo - J. Straczek)

Continued

vast international fleet will hopefully deter President Saddam
Hussain from aggression against Saudi Arabia and force him to
withdraw from Kuwait.

Iraq is vulnerable to ntllck from naval forces, which have the
capacity for a u ion to any further
developments. lraq's cxpcmnu: and lh:]lly Iu repel this type of force
is limited.

Certainly there is no chance of any of the fruit of this incursion,
passing through the Gulf, which has only recently been completely
cleared after Iraq's protracted war with Iran.

The outcome of the current crisis is by no means clear and is
impossible to predict. But whatever happens, it has already shown
that the prolonged period of peace since Vietnam has not diminished

The long passage across the Indian Ocean provided an ded
opportunity for exercises and the fine tuning of the ships®
organisation, particularly the command teams.
The rapid response from nations such as Aushalia and Canada to
the Guif crisis.should leave Irag in no doubt as to the determination
of a large part of the world to resist its aggression. The arrival of this

HMAS DARWIN leaves the Fleel Base for the Guil.

the readi of the RAN 1o respond to an international crisis or the
Government's confidence in the ability to perform in a tough
situation,

Lisutenant Frame is with the Department of History at the Australian
Defence Force Academy.

Farewell to family and friends, August, 1990.
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School Ship SOBRAON

Beginning in 1866 the Colonial Government of New South Wales moored the old
school ship Vernon in Sydney Harbour as accommodation for the child offenders
of the colony. In 1890 the twenty-four-year-old composite sailing ship Sobraon
was purchased a replacement for Vernon. The new ship remained in this
capacity until joining the Royal Australian Navy in 1911 as a training vessel for
the ‘lower deck'. Fred Hanger, a former incumbent of the ship, wrote of his

experiences aboard Sobraon:

IFE aboard her be
d It was a lively

lashed

cady li
then there was up to the large
washhouse the fo'c sle head
Soofn alterwards, washdown parties were
piped 2 starboard walch on deck, the ponl

the mess deck and lower slecping
deck
the dr

ich was almost at water level, Then
s, such as pump boys, gangway
boys etc, were sorted out, and the rest were
*, each being
halfl a coconul husk, which was wielded from
side 10 side on the wet and sanded deck.

This occupied over an hour he
scrubbing party started aft on the poop deck,
and, oh! what a relief, 1o stand for a couple
of minutes while we walked down the ladder
1o th n deck; for all this scrubbing was
crouching on our haunches and
slowly moving along on the 1oes. And wasn't
that lovely on a cold moming; for sometimes
greal care was NOT taken by the hose boys,
so that we were copiously splashed with the
cold sea waler, pumped up from the harbour
by a large sicam Worthington pump!

The mate was in charge of this party. He
walked among the boys. and woe betide any
malingerer, for the mate had a large thick
cane and was not afraid o use it,

" By eight bells the poop, fo'c'sle and main
decks had been thoroughly washed down; all

herded together

done

The staff and boy officers onboard the NS5 SOBRAON,

halliards and cutters’ falls were coiled in
their respective places, the Jdecks squeezed
nearly dry and all gear put away. “All hands
to breakfast” was then piped.

The mess deck, just below the main deck,
had many mess lables, each seating 16 boys.

Commander's reception room.
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Two peggies from each mess collected a
dixie of porridge and another of coffee as
well as a kid of bread, one slice to a boy. The
second officer went the rounds as the captain
of each mess reported “All correct, sir”.
Then the boys sat down to wolf half the

amount they could have eaten!

After breakfast, each boy had his allotted
task cleaning and polishing cutlery, etc
These had to be all laid out on the mess
lables ready for capiain’s inspection al nine
o'clock. Before that it was a case of away o
the sleeping deck to change into No | ducks,
ready for Divisions

Divisions sounded at two bells. All
hands, about 300, then mustered on the main
deck in a double row on each side of the
main deck. After the roll had been called, the
male went 1o the captain's office on the poop
and reported all correct. The caplain now
came out in all his glory, and, with the mate
and second officer trailing behind the bugler
and doctor, made an inspection of every man
and each pan of the ship

After the inspection, the captain’s “Carry
on, Mr Mate” was the signal for several
pipes — to muster the pinnace crew, the
school party and the vanious working partics.

All the positions aboard ship were
assumed by boys under the eyes of the
supervisors. The crew for the pinnace, a 12-
oared barge, brought her alongside the port
side ladder, and she ook un the working
party who were being taught carpentry over
at Cockatoo Island. Other boys onboard
were distributed to their various classes,
including school for the younger and
backward ones. Others wem 10 classes in
seamanship, the compass or knotting and
sphicing. All these activities continued until
seven bells.

Then the pinnace crew had again 10 run
out along the boom and down the lizard into
the pinnace, which they pulled over to
Cockatoo to bring the carpenters aboard for
their lunch. Another job for the pinnace was
1o go over to the Balmain Colliery for a punt
load of coal for the donkey boiler, which
generated the day's steam for the pumps and
generator. The chief engineroom boy ran the
dynamo all day, charging batteries for the
lights at night.

1w i -

il

On coal ship days it was quite a day's
work. The boys brought the punt alongside
on the port fore side. A few boys got on the
punt to fill the coal bags, which then were
hoisted by a whip from the fore topsail yard,

Recreation ground ashore.

the 1ail being led to a leading block on the
fo'c'sle bulwark and tailed on o by a couple
of dozen boys who ran across the deck,
hauling a bag at a time up to be emptied into
the bunkers on the fo'c'sle head. It was a
dirty job and always hurried, so as 1o get
washed in time for eight bells (four o'clock).

All hands were then piped 1o wash
clothes, which were hung on lines rigged
between the fore and main shrouds.
Everything wgs done at the double, since lea
was piped at two bells. This consisted of a
mug of tea and a slice of bread, and as soon
al it was over we could spend the remainder
of the first dog watch on deck.

At four bells, recreation was piped. All
strippers and good conduct boys then went
either to the library (under the poop) or w0
the large recreation hall in the ‘tween decks,
from abaft the mainmast to the mizzen, The
remainder of the boys were divided between
the physical culture and sword drill classes
on the main deck, or the crowd which
squatted on the forward part of the mess
deck to hear a story read by one of the boys.

Al three bells (7.30) all hands were piped
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SCHOOL SHIP SOBRAON - Continued

" The laundry.

below o the sleeping deck. Afler prayers
and muster, hammaocks were slung and woe
betide the bov last in his hammock as eight
bells were struck

Boys performed even the duties of
watchmen and lookouts. The latter were on
duty on the fo'c'sle all day. while the
lookout boy on the poop not only had 1o
strike the bell on time, but also 1o hoist
signal flags, keep a lookout for shore signals
indicating a launch or gig was wanted at
Balmain, and to watch the craft on the
harbour. Saturdays were always busy for the
cufter crews, who went out to the assistance
of overtumed yachis

I remember a shore pariy came aboard
one night 1o give us a concert. They sang and
acted on the poop, with the boys squatied on
the main deck. At the end we were all given
a bun and a cup of lemonade, but were
interrupted by the bosun’s pipe “Away third
cutter’s crew”

Some of the concen party lived up the
Parramatta River and their last ferry was
already passing ahead of us, making for
Cockatoo. As soon as all were safely aboard
the cutter, the crew gave way with a will and
chased the ferry, catching up with 1 at the

Navy, October-December, 1990

next wharf. The visitors marvelled at the
cutter's speed and ordered a case of fruil w0
be sent aboard for us next day

The Darr was a small tender, brigantine
rigged, | think. She had sieam as well as sail
propulsion and ook only a limited number
of boys, those who were anxious 1o go 1o
sea. Each year she sailed for a few months
around the north of Australia

Captain Thompson, the Dart's skipper,
lived at Long Nose Point, and whenever the
Dart was going out, he always blew a few
long blasts on the whistle as his wile came 1o
the front of the house to wave goodbye, The
boys, of course, said he had 10 stop the
engines in order 1o blow the whistle,

In conclusion let me say | have none but
very happy memories of the Sobraon.
Although she was a tight ship, she gave me
the happiest years of my boyhood

Practical instruction

In 1911 Sobracn was purchased
by the Royal Australian Navy.
renamed Tingira (the open sea) and
anchored usually in Rose Bay. She
remained in the naval ranks until
decommissioning on 30 June 1927

In 1933, moves were rade by the
newly formed Australian Nautical
Exhibition and Museum Company
Limited, to retit Tingira as a show
ship to accommodate meetings
fetes. lectures and other
entertainments. She was to be
moored in Circular Qucry

The estirated cost for the venture
was £10,000. A total of 10,000 shcres
were to be offered. The plan did not
draw sufficient public support and,
after changing ownership a number
ol times. Tingira, ex Soktraon, was
broken up in Berrys Bay in 1941

SOBRAON's library.

School Room.

SPECIALISED
WELDING (wa)pryLm

Fabricators of  Heat Exchange Equipment - Pressure Vessels + Pipe Spooling
* VALVE MAINTENANCE * TESTING AND OVERHAUL
Our Vaive Maintenance Overhaul and Testing Dept has been set up to accommodate the
majority of Valves used in the Petrochemical, Industrial and Marine Fields
N.A.T.A. APPROVED

1 ALICE STREET, BASSENDEAN, WA 6054
Phone: [09) 279 5922 - Fax: (09) 378 2299
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On 5 April 1990, a
surprising signal from the
Chief of the Australian
Naval Staff to numerous
authorities stated *... and
accordingly | have directed
that, subject to the
provision of suitable
accommodation, women
shall be permitted to serve
in peacetime in all ships
except submarines”.
Clearly someone had given
the Chief of Naval Staff
permission to make this
statement. Who was it?

HE new Federal Cabinet was sworn
Tln on 4 April 1990. It seems

unlikely that either the new Minister
for Defence (Mr Ray) or new Mimster
for Defence, Science and Personnel (Mr
Bilney) would have the time to study
and make a decision on such a complex
and controversial matter in the few
hours before the Chief of Naval Staff’s
signal was released. There can be little
doubt the decision had been taken by the
previous Ministers (Mr Beazley and Mrs
Kelly) prior to the Federal election on
24 March although no mention was
made of it during the clection
campaign.Nearly two months later, on
30 May, Mr Bilney announced in a press
statement “Women will serve in combat-
related positions”; he went on o say,
inter alia

* "1 have taken this decision on the
advice of the Chiefs of Staff
Committee”, It will be noted that the
Minister used the word “advice”
rather than “recommendation” and
this is hardly surprising when the
Chiefl of the Defence Force, General
Peter Gration, was subsequently
quoted in several newspapers as
saying I don't think the couniry is
ready 1o put women into combat, |
don’t know if it ever will”

* “The Services will no longer use the
exemption under the Sex Dis-

Women

by Vice Admiral
Sir Richard Peek

crimination Act which allows women
to be excluded from combat-related
duties. Al this stage the exemption
for combat-related duties will remain
alongside the exemption for combat
duties”. Can an individual Chief of
Staff, a junior Minister or indeed
Cabinet disregard or alter a
regulation made under an Act of
Parliament without first explaining or
tabling the proposed amendment in
the Senate and the House of
Representatives?

“Having regard to the particular
nature of their operations each of the
Services have examined their
activities to determine how women
will move into combat-related roles,
This has been done with the clear
understanding that they will not be
withdrawn should a conflict arise.
The Royal Australian Navy has
decided that women can serve in all
Navy ships with the exception of
submarines ...", In other words it
would appear that both “combat” and
“combat-related” exemptions are to
be discarded,

Do Australian parents really want
thewr daughters and grand-daugh [
be engaged in combat? Although war of
1939-45 dimensions may scem a remole
possibility, it should be remembered that
in the last 45 years of “peace” our armed
forces have been in action or at risk on
numerous occasions while fulfilling
United MNations or Treaty obligations;
the Korean War, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Kashmir, Namibia and the Sinai come 10
mind, near-involvement in the Persian
Gulf and during the first Fijian coup,
and more recently our ships were
deployed to the Persian Guif. The
pantern of events is unlikely to change.

It has been suggested that, as women
are reported to fight alongside men in
places such as Nicaragua, Sri Lanka and
the Phillipines, Australian women
should be able to Jo likewise. Even if
the reports are correct do we wanli 1o
follow these few countries and not the
overwhelming majority of countries
which do not allow their women in 1o
combat? Should we be leading the way
in this matter as it has been claimed we
are doing?

It is widely believed in the defence
community that the real and compelling
reason for the ministerial decision is the
inability of the Defence Force to recruit
and retain sufficient male personnel to
man RAN ships, including combat
ships, and to man the combat-related
units of the Army and Air Force. So far
as the Navy is concerned the current
male naval establishment is about
14,000. If we cannot attract and retain
this very small percentage of a male
population in excess of seven millions,
there is something desperately wrong
with  our young men, the
Defi fTreasury adi ation of pay,
allowances and conditions of service, or
our political leadership. To my
knowledge, there is nothing the matter
with our young men.

Perhaps Ministers should devote
more of their abilities and energy 1o
attacking the real problems and forget
about the “quality career opportunities™
for talented women.
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NAVAL MATTERS

by A. W. GRAZEBROOK

REGIONAL STABILITY
AND DEFENCE

Detente in Europe, the Soviet Union's withdrawal from Eastern

Thailand is enlarging her surface combatant force with new ships and
modem weapons. She has plans for submarines and an ASW helicopter
carmier. Her primary concern is Cambodia, but the siuation in Myanmar
(Burmnjmuullmhrwryms

with second hand ships, 1o be

Europe, the end of Communisi domination of some Eastern Europ
nations and claimed reductions in Soviet armaments are leading some
European and North American democracies to reduce their defence
budgets.

Some Australian disarmament advocates have suggested that
Australia should also reduce her defence expenditure,

The Australian Government has pointed out that other regional
powers have not reduced their armied forces and that there are a number
of causes for concem over regional stability.

It can be demonsirated that the Australian Government is
understating the position,

A number of regional nations are modernising andfor expanding their
maritime forces. In most cases, they have good strategic and defence
reasons for this.

Taiwan is replacing her surface combatant force and expanding her
submarine force, The new frigates will be more modem and capable
editions than our own FFGT class frigates, The design for tier 11 frigates
has not yet been finalised, but they will be similar in capability 10 our
own Anzacs. Taiwan's primary concern is the People's Republic of
China. She also claims resource-rich islands.

Indonesian fast attack craft.

laced hyl'ngulr_xbulllund:rlpmsmwncarl three
luncslhenzzn{wtlwnanm frigates, is clearly justified in the light of
her geostrategic position and dependence on internal sea

Malaysia's new corveties and modemn submarines with the latest
capabilities will further enlarge her fleet. A glance at the map justifies her
copcem at communications between cast and west and through the
M.llm Straits.

"s naval 1o be directly applicable
1 her situation and dependence upon merchant shipping.

Japan’s Navy, being sicadily modernised with ships and aircraft
capable of more distant operations in the protection of trade, clearly
considers the Soviet Union remains a threat. Japan rightly emphasises
that the Soviet naval scrappings are merely the disposal of obsolete and
worm out ships and submarines. Production of new, larger and more
capable ships, submarines and aircrafis continues without sign of
cuthacks.

Although the Chinese Navy is having to struggle very hard to
modemise her naval forces, which lag behind technologically, there 15
increasing evidence that she plans an aircraft carrier. Her nuclear
submarine programme continues. Clearly, her primary concem is the
Soviet Union.

Only India's naval expansi is ified by her
stralegic circumstances. She already “has a massive superiority of naval
power over all other Indian Ocean littoral states including Australia
(who, in any case, must consider the South Pacific and northern
approaches as well), It is time for Australia 10 take seriously some of the
national ambitions being advocated in India.

All this is before the effect is felt of the availability of surplus
weapons from disarming Warsaw Pact and NATO nations and competing
hungry defence equipment supplicrs.

Already, we hear of Thailand g towards the isition of
some 650 surplus US Army tanks. Speculative comment has
Indonesia as a recipient of Charles F. Adams class guided missile
destroyers,

Malaysian (laf) and Singapore naval units.
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NavaL MATTERS - Continued

With other regional powers of similar size clearly concemned at the
strategic outlook,, and spending more 1o develop the forces they need, the
Australian G is right 1o be 1. We would be unwise o
assume that our outlook is much bener than that of our neighbours.

.o pogion, (hara aee Qe pogsiions soutiries. which have interel
stability problems. There are others with latent internal stability
problems. There are several areas of potential iniernational conflict.

Internal instability in a nation is at best unsertling and potentially very
damaging 1o that nation’s neighbours. Al the very least, there is a risk that
neiglibouring naiws will become havens for supp of

White Paper, while still meeting other high priority objectives”, Senator
Ray said.

“While Defence spending levels have been preserved, Defence has
had 10 bear its share of the need for overall budgetary restraint,” Senator
Ray said.

“Some reductions in Defence Force capabilities have been required
50 that funds could be made available for higher priority requirements,

including the capital equipment investment program and measures such
as improved living-in ac d and ent d individual

All 100 easily, this can grow into the use of neighbouring temitory for
bases or as a route for arms, to armed incursions in hot pursuit of
nsurgents and 1o the use of force 1o eliminate bases.

Australia has already been involved in some ways.

The Indonesian anne xation of East Timor led 10 East Timorese setuing

quip levels.

HMAS COOK and HMAS STUART will be paid off earlier than
was anticipated and there will be an overall 7.5% reduction in F/A-18
and F-111 operational flying hours. These capability and operational
reductions will yield some $9 million during 1990-91, as well as
continuing savings across the Forward Estimates period. Another

up in Australia 1o advocate their cause 1o the di fiture of Ind

More recently, Austiolia was used as a transit point o ship amms o
opponents of the current Fijan Government.

Faced with Hobson's chowce over Papua New Guinea's troubles in
Bougainville, we have opted lor the lesser of two evils and supplied
equipment to the PNG Defence Force. This has been used against armed
secessionisis who have forced the closure of a significant Australian
owned mining operation which is also vital 1o the PNG economy.

Populous regional nations with internal stability problems include
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, The Philippines and Papua New
Guinea. Those with latent problems include Fiji, the New Hebrides and
Vanuatu.,

The most optimistic outcome of the current negotiations in Cambodia
are almost certain to see a government in which a brutal tyrant, with an
homendous record of mass killings, recovers major influence. Small
wonder that Thailand is ing her defence forces.

The long running civil war in The Philippines has weakened her
economically. Her defence forces are now almost wholly equipped for

escort will replace HMAS STUART in Western Australia
before the end of the financial year.

TWO RAN SHIPS TO BE
PAID OFF

Thmembmu&dnmmmqﬂ‘mNﬂmw

will reduce pr on fi l in the RAN. However,
MMHMMMN&N{#W}WJM&M
assigned to Persian Gulf operations.

The Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Michael Hudson, said it had
been decided to withdraw the oceanographic research vessel, HMAS
COOK, and destroyer-escort HMAS STUART, from operational service
on August 31 and to pay ofl both vessels later this year.

In the case of HMAS STUART, it was a matter of advancing the date
she was due to decommission by about 20 months and replacing her in

the civil war and would be unable to resist a seizure of outlying

Myanmar is in a state of turmoil. There scems litile prospect of a long
term peaceful solution 1o Sri Lanka’s racial fighting.

It 1s reported in Jane's Defence Weekly that the Japanese Defence
Agency study of the future composition of the Soviet Pacific Fleet is
illuminating. They forecast that, of 141 submarines and 103 major
surl‘lr: combatanis, Il-l erI b: withdrawn and 49 new ships and

will be ., the deletions will be obsolete
typcsmml!mgﬂ:wuflheSvnﬂmclmmmwm:ydm
submarines, Moreo.er, the average age of the Pacific Fleet units will
drop from 19 to 15, average displacement of submarines will increase 10
7000 tons (compared with 4000 tons) and of surface ships from 3400
tonnes to 5400 tonnes.

C‘lc.lrly reductions in k

y of individual ships and sub

in size and

muﬂ'.lelby'
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DEFENCE SPENDING
LEVELS MAINTAINED

Defence Minisier Senator Robert Ray stated in late August that the
1990-91 Defence budget of $8970 million would maintain the current
level of Defence outlays.

The Defence budget resiores the 0.5% reduction in Defence real
Mwhﬂlmw“lmmnlm[ﬂ

ddi revised 2 for the sale of property will allow
Defence to retain net revenue up 1o the value of an additional 1% of
Defence outlays.

“The retention of Defence spending at current levels will allow us 1o

continue 1o work towards the self-reliance objectives of the Defence
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NavaL MATTERS - Continued

Western Australia with the destroyer-escort HMAS TORRENS early
next year.

Admiral Hudson said other measures being taken 1o constrain
expenditure by the Navy as a result of the financial year 90/91 Federal
Budget include:

*  further reductions in administrative staff in Canberra, and

+ reductions in the allocations to ship repair and overhaul, weapons,
oﬂwremapnmn. stores and fuel.
“While i ion of these will mean a further review,

m:guﬂmw of the ship repair program,” he said, “there will be

no reduction in the level of support to HMA ships assigned w Persian

Gulf operations.

“They will continue to receive the highest priority”

Admiral Hudson said that while the Navy's a!lucuxmnlﬂﬁ billion
was less than that for which the Service had bid, the allocation represents
an actual increase of $260 million.

“The taken 10 & d ! the
nmmmdmnmmﬂnmummmmpl: and dollars," he said.

“The paying off of any ship is always a source of regret, as is the
paying off of these two ships which have made such outstanding
contril

vay s budg:l is, b A
10 reduced di

with the G "s wider
from which we could not hope 1o be

exempt.”

The Chief of Naval Staff said the measures, including paying off two
ships, also mean that the Navy will achieve the necessary savings this
financial year 1o pursue higher priority activities.

These include Seahawk heli WO new missile frigates
under construction at Williamstown, Collins Class submarines and
ANZAC frigates.

Admiral Hudson said the paying off of COOK and STUART would
also mean immediate relief 1w the Navy's manpower shortage.

“Their ships’ will be redeployed 1o guided missile

and frigate technical training 1o meet the requirements 1o man
HMA Ships HOBART, CANBERRA and MELBOURNE," he said.
*“It will relieve other sailors due or overdue for shore postings, and it
will fill vacant billets ashore in cast Australia.”

Annual General Meeting 1990

NOTICE is hereby given that the ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE NAVY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA will be
held at the National Press Club, Canberra, ACT, on Friday,
16th November, 1990, at 8.00 pm

BUSINESS

1. To confirm the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in
Perth on Friday, 17th November, 1989,

2. To receive the report of the Federal Council, and 1o consider
matters raised therefrom,

3. To receive the financial statements for the year ended 30th June,
1990,

4. To elect office bearers for 1990/91 as follows:
{a) Federal President
ib) Federal Vice-President (3)
lc} Auditor,

for these p are 10 be lodged with the
Honorary Secretary prior to the meeting,

5. General Business: To deal with any maner notified in writing to
the Honorary Secretary by 30th October, 1990,

By Order of the Federal Council

PO Box 269 . M. BLYTHMAN,
Burwood, Vic 3125 Honorary Federal Secretary.
Telephone: (03) B05 2559

Facsimnile: (03) 888 8075

Current Contractors to the Department
of Defence

ANITECH

UNIT 1, 35 GARDEN ROAD
CLAYTON, VIC 3168

Suppliers of
Computers, Computer
Maintenance, Electrostatic
Plotters, Computer
Peripherals to the Royal
Australian Navy

rhone: (03) 562 4277

ANSAIR

GARDEN DRIVE, TULLAMARINE
VICTORIA 3043

Manufacturers of:
ve Passenger Buses

v¢ Personnel Transport Vehicles
¢ All Types of Transport Seating
¢ Sheetmetal and ABS Forming

= (03) 339 6712

FACSIMILE (03) 339 6717
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DEFENCE INDUSTRY

P. D. Scott-Maxwell

In most, if not all the developed countries, the defence industry is big business.
Although there have been no major conflicts since World War II, there have
been some serious localised wars, which sustain a state of tension and general
readiness to defend one’s rights, or those of others.

N spite of the dramatic changes which

are taking place in the USSR and

Eastern Europe, it would obviously be

most unwise (o relax our vigilance

unduly. There can always be an
unexpected flare-up as occurred in the
Falklands. Britain dealt with it in a most
expeditious manner, because she was
prepared and knew what to do. Her
preparedness was partly foruitous, as there
were pressures al the time 10 reduce the
aircraft complement of the Royal Navy. In
the event their presence was essential to
SuCCess.

Perhaps the most remarkable contribution
came from the merchants navy, where major
vessels were commandecred and converted
1o a wanime role in very quick time. There
are obvious lessons to be leamt here! The US
were so impressed that they lent a hand oo

Whether we like it or not, defence
industry will always be an essential part of
Australia’s scientific and engineering
endeavours.

The otal defence spending in the United
States is so huge, that it has become an
essential part of their economy, whilst in the
USSR, s defence spending has all but
brought the economy w0 its knees. Between
these two extremes there are large spenders
and small spenders, amongst the latter we
must count Austrahia,

The aspects mentioned hereafler are not
given in any particular order of importance
as they are all equally relevam to the national
well being, and | refer particularly to the
private enterprise sector of the economy, The
various government agencies referred to
below have yel to prove whether they are in
fact viable without the large subsidies they
received in the past, said io be in the order of
some $200,000,000! This is the magnitude of
total savings which must be made under the
new managements. Quite a daunting task 10
turn what is in effect a huge trading loss into
an acceptable commercial profit and a
dividend for the sole owner. the
Government!

For those who are not familiar with the
current trend, away from subsidised
government defence factories, and
dockyards, to private enterprise and
government owned agencies, the following
changes have taken place to date.

Acrospace Technologies of Australia P/L
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(ASTA) has taken over the old government
sircraft factory. Australian Deflence
Industries P/L (ADI) has in effect taken over
the old ammunition factories, the ordnance
works and the naval dockyard at Garden
Island

The Williamstown Dockyard has heen sold
10 a private company AMECON and they have
been awarded the Anzac frigate building
contract,

The 1ype 471 submarine replacement
contract weni 1o another privale consonium in
Adelaide, Australian Submarine Corporation

PiL

For some years, the Commonwealth
Government have encouraged local
par ation in manufacture of defence
equipment. Indeed a level of 30% was until a
few years ago the aim, but more recently it
has been much higher and on the ANZAC
Frigate contract suppliers from overseas have
had to find Australian and New Zealand
manufacturing partners and achieve a 70%
Australian and New Zealand indusiry
panticipation { ANZIP).

Of course, il equipment meets the
criterion of 70% ANZIP, the Commonwealth

Parry Engineering are manulfacturing six of these new Michell Thrust Blocks for the

Collins class submarines.

Cockaton Dockyard P/L 15 a bit in limbo
until the future of the remaining Oberon refits
has been decided by Dept of Defence, which
decision 1s imminent.

Cockaloo Dockyard is actually owned by
the government, but has been leased 10 privaie
enterprise companies for over fifty vears.

A key feature of the current invesiment
programme in defence equipment, is the
involvement of local industries as much as
possible. In other words, we must become self-
reliant in defence.

will not pay a premium for the equipment in
excess of 20% over the overseas suppliers
price unless it is of major strategic
importance 1o Australia.

As a measure of participation of industry
in defence, there are aboul 600 Companies,
or their subsidiaries of divisions now listed
in the latest edition of Defence Reference
Book 29.

The trend is obviously away from grossly
inefficient bureaucratic control towards
profit responsible organisations, of one sorn

DEFENCE INDUSTRY - Con

and another. A classical example of better
late than never.

The opportunities are there, more than
ever before for private firms 1o get involved
in the defence industry, its back-up support
and associated development work. It is still
an industry worth being part of for the
following reasons:

(a) It broadens the productive base and
encourages investment in more ad-

To sight some classical examples. The
German V2 rocket, with its hydrogen
peroxide oxygen/fuel turbo pump
system, was the precursor of all the
post war developments in space.

First by the Russians then the US. Now,
space is cluttered with spent rockets
and their payloads, lelecommunication
and spy satellites galore. Micro
electronics, and a host of other
log established completely

de

vanced technol ; this is a chall
o 1o be more ad
There are also opportunities o obtain
contracts for overseas offset work.
Alternatively, a repair and maintenance
facility for military equipment, whether
made i Australia or overseas, provides
a firm base on which 1o build the
production on components and
complete units,
(¢} Generally
speaking - de-
fence equipment
requires to be
manufactured to
higher design
standards than
commercial
equivalents. One
may ask why?
This is a very
vexed issue
where the cus-
tomer tends to
err on the safe
side. This is
more costly, and
puts the con-
tractor at addi-
tional risk. In
many cases com-
mercial design
standards would
be adequate, as
overall quality
standards  are
tending to im-
prove as we
progress, but,
warships and
aircrafl are sub-
ject 1w very
Severe siresses
during  man-
oeuvres at high speeds, and submarines
at great depths; where the power 1o
weight ratio is 2 2 premium, higher
design standards are a must.
Also, because of the higher
performance ratings, faligue stresses
play a more vital part in the design.
For warships, designing for high shock
accelerations cannot be avoided, due 10
direct hits and near misses. All these
factors must impose additional costs.
(d) There are substantial spin-offs from
defence work to commercial
applications.

(b

new industries. The entire nuclear
industry derived from the allied atom
bomb project. This has become an
enormous illd‘lS")‘ in many countrics,
excepl Australia which chose 10 ignore
it, and this will be to our ultimale cost.
(¢} One does not have to be a manufacturer
to be in the defence industry because a

Non-retractable fin stabiliser.

lot of defence equipment will always be
imported from the US and Europe. So
there are many representative agencies
who are licensed 1o sell overseas
products to the Dept of Defence and
can arrange for their manufacture and
after sales service in Australia,

But we must be fair 10 newcomers, it is a
risky business with plenty of grey areas. The
biggest grey area at this very moment is -
what effect will the changes in the USSR and
Eastern Europe have on world demand for
defence equipment?

It could produce a glut, or even a

ed

shortage, it is too carly to tell. There are

reports that the USSR are disposing of their

older outmoded equipment in favour of more
technological sophistication, a case of
quality rather than quantity.

To confuse the issue further, the US have
always tended 10 overrate and exaggerate
Russian defence performance for the sake of
their own budget justification!

Defence work attracts higher overhead
costs and this must not be allowed w affect
the true costs and profits. If your business is
largely defence work (like ASTA and ADI),
it will be very difficult to antract profitable
commercial work because of the cost
siructures,

In both cases a comprehensive balance
must be sought, one tends to be inimical to
the other.

Dealing with the
buresucracy can be a
very disenchanting
and frustrating
business and patience
ie essential. Even
when you finally
secure an order, it may
be a long time before
you get paid, unless of
course you can gel a
substantial down
payment with the
order,

A very wise
precaution for those
considering entering
the defence industries
would be to find out
as much as you can
about the modus
operandi, before you
start.

One could well
slart with the
Australian Institute of
Management
Intensive Courses,
where the key topics
are covered.

I. Selling to the
Dept of Defence
both services and
hardware.

2. The tendering and
contractural process.
The advantages and disad ges of
doing defence business.

Give Stephen Bond a ring on (062) 82

1914 about the next course.

In conclusion, the only advice I can give
you after many years of experience in the
defence industry is to

- GET IT RIGHT FIRST TIME -
from the quotation to the delivery of the
finished product, otherwise you will be in
big troubles financially.
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Survey
Motor Launch Pictorial

The science of hydrography originated in the need for the production of maps
specially designed for the use of the mariner. Nothing has been more
important to the foundation and expansion of seaborne trade among the
nations than the production of such charts - the end result of the hydrographic
surveyor’s work.

By any standards the task facing the Royal Australian Navy's
Hydrographic Service is a daunting one. The Australian area of
charting responsibility covers some 11.5 million square nautical miles
of oceans and seas, including the waters of Papua New Guinea
Between 1945 and 1987 only 30% of the area within the continental
shelf had been surveyed 1o an adequate standard, with a further 20%
10 a temporarily adequate standard. The remaining area accounts for
much of the Navy's current survey work.

For some years the Hydrographer has & __n attempting to improve
the Navy's survey resources in order 1o make the huge task casier 1o
accomplish, HMS Ships PALUMA, MERMAID, BENALLA and
SHEPPARTON are fine examples of such resources, All four vessels
were first commissioned 198990

In November 1987 a contract was signed with Eglo Eng ng

The class is fitted with the latest aids 1o navigation as in all RAN
ships. Each vessel is capable of conducting mosi scamanship
evolutions at sea, an ability of particular importance to a survey
vessel where lowering boats into the water, taking bottom samples,
laying danbuoys and erecting shore stations are part of everyday life.

There are 12 billeted positions onboard each SML. The crew
includes two surveying officers, four ship's engineers/lechnicians,
four seaman/survey recorders, a radio operator and a cook. In order 1o
provide the required level of technical expertise the ships will operate
in pairs and members of crew will be interchangeable. For example
one vessel of a pair will have a senior mechanical engineer, while the
other will have a senior electrical engineer. This pooling of expertise
is important for operations in remole arcas.

of Adelaide, South Australia, for the building of four catamaran
hulled vessels based upon the “Prince” class of Ro-Ro passenger
ferries. The twin hulls with bulbous bows and raked transom provide
good stability in heavy conditions, concurrent with good living room
and space below the main deck. In addition, the catamaran hull sits
well out of the water, the ship drawing only 1.9 metres — a favourable
characteristic in shoaling and reef waters where the ships will be
required to operate.

Each SML carries the very latest in survey equipment onboard.
The heart of the survey aulfit onboard is the Hydrographic Data
Logging and Processing System (HYDLAPS). The system collects
and logs all information obtained on the survey ground as soon as it
is received. This is a large step from the procedure not so long ago
when all information was manually processed after the day's work.
HYDLAPS has post-processing abilities that enable the surveyor 1o
see the finished product of a day’s work at the press of a button.

All data collected by the ship is stored on computer data cassettes
that are forwarded to the RAN's Hydrographic Office 1o allow
comprehensive checking of the survey results. The SMLs are the first
ships in the RAN Marine Science and Hydrograpiiic Force to be
installed with the HYDLAPS system; the remaining vessels are
progressively being fined out.

e
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SHIPS' DATA
No NAME
AGSCO1 PALUMA
AGSCO2 MERMAID
AGSCO3 SHEPPARTON
AGSCO4 BENALLA
BUILDERS EGLO ENGINEERING, SA
| DISPLACEMENT 310 TONNES
| LENGTH 36.6m OVERALL
| BEAM 13.7 METRES
|  PROPULSION  TWIN DETROIT v12 DIESELS

12 KNOTS

SPEED
! SHIP'S COMPANY 12

America’s
Underwater
Navy

by ANTONY PREST

Since the 1960s the US Navy's submarine

submarines that American shipyards have dropped out of the

SSK business altogether. Today, only two yards undertake
the building of SSBNs and S5Ns: Newport News Shipbuilding at
MNewport News, Virginia; and the Electric Boat Division of
General Dynamics at Groton, Connecticut. It is not an ideal
position for the Navy and the DoD, but one made inevitable by
the contraction of the American shipbuiiding industry and the
complexity of 55Ns.

T HE USN is now so commitied to nuclear propulsion for

Starting with strategic forces, the vencrable A3 Polaris SLBM
system has been phased out, leaving 14 of the surviving 25
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (55BN-640) and LAFAYETTE (SSBN-
616) class SSBNs armed with the C3 Poseidon system, but the 12
JAMES MADISON (SSBN-627) class have been rearmed with
the C4 Trident | missile. This system was introduced to improve
terminal accuracy - its warheads have a CEP of only 500m — and
to increase range to 4000n.m. Each missile carries eight 100kT
MIRV warheads. Its successor is the DS Trident [I, an even more
fearsome weapon, carrying 14 150kT MIRVs or seven 300kT or
475kT MARVs out to 6000n.m. The missile is 441t (13.4m) long
and weighs 130,0001bs (591), almost twice as much as Tridemt 1.

The D5 Trident II trials programme was dogged by some
spectacular failures, notably the first attempt by the USS
TENNESSEE (S5BN-734) 1o launch a Trident 11 in March last
year, Redesign work on the nozzle controls cured the wrbulence
problems and the TENNESSEE sucreeded in firing three rounds
in 11 days in December, followed by two more in January. This
reversal of fortune freed $950 million *frozen® by Congress for
completion of the prog . and the TENNESSEE started her
first operational patrol in March, this year.

To deploy Trident | and Trident I1, the US Navy is building 20
OHIO (SSBN-726) class SSBNs. Each 18,0001 boat is armed with
24 missiles, but the first eight went to sea with the Trident |
system on board. Now that the TENNESSEE has completed her

E gt T

trials programme, these eight will being a retrofit cycle 10 replace
their missile systems with Trident 11,

The OHIO class are designed 1o spend less time in harbour
between Blue and Gold patrols (exchanging crews each time),
and to deploy as economically as possible the total strategic
deterrent force of MARV warhcads permitted under the SALT |
Treaty. The SCB 304 design also introduced a new nuclear
reactor, the General Electric 58G. Rated at 60,000hp, the twin
turbines and single reactor plant develops nearly twice the power
of the S6G reactor in the LOS ANGELES class S5Ns. It has a
core-life of nine years, an important factor in achieving cheaper
life-cycle costs for the Trident system,

Since 1921, 10 OHIO class have been commissioned and the
WEST VIRGINIA (SSBN-736) and the Kentucky (SSBN-737)
will join the fleet this year. As the programme progresses lowards
completion in the late 1990s, the older S5BNs will be
decommissioned to keep within the terms of SALT 1. Two old
S5BNs, the SAM HOUSTON and JOHN MARSHALL are now
rated as SSNs after a conversions to amphibious transports at
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in 1983-85. The carry swimmer-
delivery vehicles (SDVs) and up to 67 SEALs can be
accommodated in the space formerly taken up by missile bes,

There are now only three S5Ks in the USN, the BLUEBACK
(55-581), and the deactivated DARTER (55-576) and the
experimental DOLPHIN (AGSS-555), The BLUEBACK was
damaged by an electrical fire off San Diego last May and is
schedule for deactivation in FY'91. Despite repeated pleas to
return to the SS5K business to provide the Navy with submarines
which are cheaper than SSNs and, more importantly, capable of
missions denied to S5Ns, no change of policy is planned., The
submarine command is too worried that scarce dollars will be
diverted from the SSN programme and, in time of growing
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financial stringency, il is hard to fault that judgement

Under the new budgel announced in January, six of the
PERMIT (S5N-594) class will be retired this year, leaving six o
he STURGEON (55N-637) class will also be
retired, cutting the class to 35 units. Another casualty of the
budgei culs is the one-of-a-kind GLENARD P. LIPSCOMB
(S5N-685), which adopred turbo-electric drive to reduce noise
Another one-of-a-kind |5 the NARWHAL (SSN-671), which was
the tesibed for the S5G natural circulation reactor.

run on. Two

The kbone of the 55N force 15 the 47-strong LOS
ANGE {SSN-688) class. which has been in production since
the carly 1970s. Three more are 10 be delivered this year, four
next year and four more in 1992, Ten were approved in FY 1987-
1990, the HARTFORD. TOLEDO, TUCSON and the unnamed
SSN-TTI/TT7, but the last two projecied in FY91 were dropped
last year to release funds for more modern construction. The last
of the class 1s S5N-773, ordered last December from Newport
News Shipbuilding

The original SCB 303 design has been superseded by two
major upgrades From the PROVIDENCE (S5N-719) the
srmament is increased by the provision of 12 vertical-launch
tubes for Tomahawk submarine-launched cruise missiles
(SLCMs). Siting the VL tubes forward of the dome bulkhead
allows the designers space o increase stowage of Subroc ASW
missiles and Mk48 Torpedoes.

Further redesign resalied in the ISSN-688 or Improved LOS
AN ES class. From the SAN JUAN (SSN-751) onwards, the
forward diving planes were moved from the sail 1o the forward
part of the hull; and were made retraciable o improve handling
under ice. Anechoic tiling has been fitted for the first ime, as
part of the continuing scarch for silent running. Much greater
attention is paid 1o silencing of main machinery, when compared
to ecarlier S5Ns - one reason for the greater size of the LOS
ANGELES ciass boats. The new BSY-1 SUBACS has
encountered some problems, bul promises 1o give these SSNs and
their successors greatly enhanced combat effectivencss (see
below)

Embodying all state-of-the-art submarine technology and the
latest tactical thinking, is the SEAWOLF (S5N-21) class. The
design emphasises higher speed and a greater weapon load, but

Smrgom class submarine LSS GUITARRO.
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considerably lower noise signature, better sonars and an
integrated overall mission effectiveness. Over $1 billion has been
invested in development, including $365 million for the S6W
nuclear reactor. Anechoic tiling of the hull will reduce the sonar
profile and a pumpjet propulsor will replace the conventional
skew-bladed propeller.

The command system will be the new BSY-2(V) and the
sensor fit includes the BQQ-5A(V ' passive bow sonar and new
TB-16 and TB-23 towed arrays. A dozen VL Tomahawk SLCMs
will be installed but, unlike the LOS ANGELES class, the missile
tubes will be inside the pressurised hull. Ad additional 50 tube-
launched weapons will be embarked, including Mk48 Mod
(ADCAP) 1orpedoes bul the Sea Lance ASW missile has just
been cancelled. The number of tubes is reported to be doubled,
from four to eight, and reports suggest that diameter may be
increased to 30in (762mm) to allow for the development of ulira-
long range torpedoes or missiles in the future. For the foreseeable
future, however, the tubes would be fitted with liners to permit
standard 21in (533mm) Mk48 torpedoes to be fired.

The SEAWOLF was ordered in January, last year, at a cost
{inclusive of R&D) of §1.5 billion. A second was approved in
FY90 and two more are planned under FY9! funding, at an
estimated cost of $1 billion each. The inescapable escalation of
cost will make it very hard for the USN 1o achieve its goal of 30
new 5SNs, while the decommissioning of older S5Ns threatens
the desired force-level of 100 SSNs. By the end of this year the
total will be:

2ETHAN ALLEN

6 PERMIT

15 STURGEON

| NARWHAL

19 LOS ANGELES

B Improved LOS ANGELES
+ 16 under construction or ordered
107 '

The effective lives of the ex-55BNs cannot justify their
retention for much longer and the lives of the remaining PERMIT
class are also drawing to a close. Two factors determine the fife
of nuclear submarines: the age of the reactor; and the number of
deep dives the boat has carried out. Both govern safety factors.
An old reactor runs the risk of radiation leaks and a high number
of dives increases the risk of metal fatigue in the pressure hull.

Despite scaremongering about advances in Soviet SSNs’
performance, the standard of design of US nuclear submarines is
very high. The US Navy has led the world since it introduced
nuclear propulsion 35 years ago and there is little sign that it is
about to surrender that technical lead. Despite intensive
operations, only 1wo SSNs have been lost, the THRESHER and
the SCORPION and neither accident resulted in any detectable
radiation hazard.

The tests with the experimental ALBACORE and advances in
reactor design led to the remarkable SKIPJACK SCB 154 design,
establishing a benchmark not only for the USN but all other
navies,

Although two experimental submarines were built with
electric drive, US nuclear engineers have remained largely
wedded to the pressurised water reactor (PWR). For many years
the Westinghouse S5W and its derivatives were standard. Not
even the massive resources of the US Navy permitted the luxury
of a dedicated reactor plant for each new class, and it took many
years before any major increase in puwer could be funded.

The US Navy's SSNs have a number of missions. In peace-
time their main role is rec sance, with a dary 1ask of
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escorting SSBNs to and from their patrol areas. In wartime, their
main targets would be enemy SSNs and SSBNs as first priority,
with any enemy surface ships as a second priority. Other
peacetime roles include intelligence gathering and ASW training
for air and surface forces, as well as other submarines. An
unusual tactic developed Is close co-operation with carrier battle
groups, stationing an SSN ahead of the main battle group to ward
off the risk of attack by a hostile SSN.

The addition of Tomahawk SLCMs has given S5Ns a new
capability 1o attack land targets, using nuclear warheads or
conventional warheads for
purposes such as airfield denial.
ASW tactics are likely to take
the form of ‘barrier patrols’
across ' chokepoinis’ through
which enemy submarines must
pass to reach their hunting
grounds.

Contemporary US sonars
owe much to the large German
passive arrays under 2
development at the end of the
Second World War. They have a
series of fixed transducers
forming beams in various
directions by electrical phasing
of the transducer inputs. In
recent years towed arrays of
passive transducers have been
shipped. Unlike the surface ship
arrays from which they are
derived, they are of the ‘clip-on’
type, shipped on leaving
harbour and unshipped when returning.

After the breakthrough with the SKIPJACK, succeeding
design improvements 1o hulls and weapon systems were
evolutionary rather than revolutionary. The SUBACS advanced
sonar/fire control system was perceived, therefore as the first
major improvement in mission effectiveness for many years. It
was intended to be fitted in the ISSN-688 or Improved LOS
ANGELES class, from the SAN JUAN (SSN-751) onwards. In
1986 when it was renamcd SSY 1, Congress was told that it
and software, and would
explon advanced aconsnc sensors such as wide aperture amrays to
analyse acoustic detection data, identify targets and make fire-
control calcuiations. There were to be three variants, Basic
SUBACS for 55N-751/759, SUBACS-B for SSN-760 and the rest
of the class. and SUBACS-B prime for the SSN-21 class.

Los Angeles class submarine USS LOS ANGELES.

Unfortunately, the project ran into considerable technical
difficulties and, by the end of 1985, Congress knew that
SUBACS had overrun on cost and time without achieving the
desired level of performance. Various reviews concluded that
further R&D would run to $2.4 billion and shipbuilding costs for
the submarines already authorised would be 40% greater than the
sum budgeted.

The Navy took over management of the project and
restructured it to allow a two - track approach. Under the new
arrangement BSY-1 is being developed by IBM for the SAN
JUAN and her sisters, while
BSY-2 was won by General
Electric and RCA. The Navy's
troubles were not over, for when
the first BSY-1 was installed in
the SAN JUAN, the cabling did
not fit into the submarine.
Rectifying that problem resulted
in further cost overruns, but all
reports suggest that the project
is now back on course.

The problems encountered
with SUBACS should not blind
us to the achievements of the
US Navy and industry in
tackling the tactical problems 1o
be faced in the “ext century. As
with other naval designs in the
past the SEAWOLF looks
expensive now, but only on
comparison with older designs.
Such a huge jump in combat
capability never came cheaply,
and Rep. Les Aspin, Chairman of the House Armed Forces
Committee, has recenily spoken out in favour of the SEAWOLF
programme, saying Ihlt existing US submarines can no longer

the improvement y to match
the latest Suvlcl submarines.

A final word on ine rescue ppropriate.
The US Navy has two purpose-built rescue ships, tlle twin-hulled
PIGEON (ASR-21) and ORTOLAN (ASR-22). They were built
20 years ago 1o support the Deep Sub Rescue Vehicl
(DSRVs) MYSTIC and AVALON, These two 37t submersibles
were developed after the loss of the S5SN THRESHER in 1963,
lnd provide the only rescue vehicles designed to operate with

i lying at i depths. They have the particular
of being le, and have carried out tests
with the ] Royal Navy SSBN REPULSE on two separale occasions.

UNITED WEIGHING 1-
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

Sales & Service of:
WEIGHBRIDGES — PLATFORM SCALES
BATCHING SYSTEMS ~ LOAD CELLS
RETAIL SCALES

Phone: (03) 311 9155
Fax: (03) 312 4904

CNR CRANWELL & ANNESLEY STS
ERAYBROOK, VIC 3019

BOORER HARRISON

CONSTRUCTION P/L
General Builders

Alterations, Additions
& Contracts

2 MARINA AVE, FRANKESTON, VIC 3199
Phone: (03) 789 6724
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FFG 05 - Floating Free

by JOHN FILLER

On 3 June, in almost perfect conditions, the
Navy’s latest guided missile frigate, FFG 05,
MELBOURNE, took to the waters of Port Phillip,
undocked and for the first time since her launch

was floating free!
Not quite thineen months after her launch by Mrs Hazel Hawke
on 5 May, 1989, MELBOURNE was towed from her building dock

Floating free for the first fime,

Hands fo the capstain as FFG 05 takes another step towards her
commissioning.
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with no fuss, no bands, no assembled medis and most imporandy, no
problems. The frigate has now been fitted with her gas turbine
propulsion, the funnel and mast are in place and the missile launcher
installed before the bridge structure. Also fitted are her sonar dome,
auxiliary propulsion units, active fin siabilisers controllable pitch
propeller system and the rudder.

Now berthed alongside Nelson Pier for the installation of
navigational and fire control radars, MELBOURNE will also receive
the imp l d and control and the inder of
her major armament.

FFG 06 Update

Progress with the sixth FFG, NEWCASTLE, proceeds to
schedule. The basic unit of the aluminium superstructure is being
built upside down at EGLO in South Australia and when completed
will be shipped 1w Williamstown 1o be joined 1o the hull, when the
latter is ready. In Newcastle, hull sections for the FFG 06 are now
taking shape.

In early 1991 the completed hull sections will be barged to
Williamstown 1o be placed on the ramp. Subsequently the whole
sections will start assuming the shape of the new ship in quick time.

\

N‘wl;l

The 60 fonnes GMLS Mk 13 Mod 4 missile launcher is lowered
into place.

NAVALNEWS

RAN OBERON
Class Submarine
Refits

“Australian Defence Industries Naval
Engineering Division has been selected
as the preferred tenderer for the
remaining two refits of Navy's Oberon
Class Submarines™, the Minister for
Defence, Robert Ray, has announced.

“Contract negotiations with ADI will
commence shortly to enable the refit of
HMAS ONSLOW to begin as soon as
possible at ADI’s Garden Island Facility in
Sydney".

The decision follows the Minister's
announcement on 20 June 1990 that the
Government had reaffirmed its decision to
proceed with the sale of Cockatoo Island,
the present venue for Oberon Class refits,
and that the Island would be sold at the
completion of refit work on HMAS ORION
now in progress,

As part of the Governmenis examination
of the possible benefits of the early closure
of the dockyard on Cockatoo Island,
tenders for the remaining refits were
invited from ADI and two Western
Australian Companies, Australian
Shipbuilding Industries and Clough

Engineering Companies, in July 1989.

“The decision to select ADI follows an
exhaustive evaluation of the tenders which
was conducted in accordance with the sirict
probity conventions required for
Commonwealth contracts, and involved the

thorough and impartial Department of
Defence procedures normally applied only
to major capital equipment projects.

“The tenders received were of high
quality and reflected the high capabilities
nr industry in both the Sydney and

lling weather c

HMAS OXLEY - Home from Gallipoli

The HMAS STIRLING-based submarine HMAS OXLEY arrived home on 24 July
as Lhe last participating Australian Defence Force unit in the ANZAC 75th anniversary

. Despite

crowd of family and friends wl!h the Band of the Sth Military District providing the
music for the occasion, HMAS OXLEY deployed on 19 March and afier emulating the
voyage of her predecessor AE2 visited Taranto before deploying to south-east Asia
where she took part in the Five Power Defence Arrangement *Starfish’ exercise.

the submarine was met by a large

Phcser LSPH W MecBiride. RAN

areas. ADI has been selected as
m tender was judgtd as giving the best
value for money”, Senator Ray said,

Submarine
Rededication -
HMAS OVENS to
resume service

The Oberon class submarine, HMAS
OVENS, re-entered Naval service on 4
July after a two-year refit.

In a ceremony at the Submarine Base
HMAS Platypus at Neutral Bay, the
Minister for Defence, Science and
Personnel, Mr Gordon Bilney, rededicated
OVENS on her return from & $64 million
refit at Cockatoo Island dockyard.

“The refit included updating of her
commumnum and nurhmery as well as

or refurbi of almost
cver}' fitting onboard,” the Minister said.
“The ceremony will mark the beginning
of OVEN's fourth commission in the RAN
and this will probably be her last.”
Mr Bilney explained that the
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NAVAL NEWS — continued

introduction of the new Collins Class
submarines, now under construction in
South Australia, should be well under way
by the time OVENS" new operational term
expines

A British-designed and buill submarine,
OVENS was the third of the six Oberon
class boats bought by the RAN

First commissioned in 1969, OVENS
will complete operational preparations in
September and resume her role in the front
line of Australia’s maritime defence

50th Anniversary
of Cape Spada
Action

The Navy has presented a uniform of
its most famous hero, Vice Admiral Sir
John Collins, to the Australian War
Memorial in Canberra on 19 July.

The presentation marked the 50th
anniversary of the sinking of the ltalian
cruiser, BARTOLOMEO COLLEONI, the
RAN's most successful engagement of
World War I1.

The uniform to be presented has the
rank insignia of a Captain - the same rank
as Sir John wore when he led the attack by

HMAS SYDNEY retumns fo Alexandria after her victory over the italian ships at the

Battle of Cape Spada.

HMAS SYDNEY off Cape Spada, Crete,
50 years ago.

The presentation of the uniform - on
loan to the memorial for its Naval gallery

-

1o Tonga.

The Kingdom of Tonga patrol boat VOEA PANGAI departing from the HMAS
STIRLING fleet support facility in Western Australia on 13 August, 1990, as pant of
her work-up. VOEA PANGAI was handed over and commissioned in Fremantle on 30
June as the eleventh patrol boat of the Pacific Patrol Boat Project and the second to go

Proso: Nawy Pubdic Relations (WA
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for 18 months from the RAN College — was
made by the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff,
Rear Admiral lan McDougall, to the Acting
Director of the Memorial, Mr Brendon
Kelson,

New Life Saving
Device for Navy

Sallors of the Royal Australian Navy
will have a much b-tter chance of
surviving fires in ships using an
Australian-made breathing device.

The RAN has ordered 8000 of the

y life support respi y devices

(ELSRDs) from MSA (Aust) Piy Limited
in a contract worth about $1.8 million,

MSA (Aust) Pry Limited had competed

against international rivals for the right 1o
develop their "MSA Lifeguard’ for the
RAN.

The ‘MSA Lifeguard® consists of a
small rechargeable storage bottle for

p d air, flame resi hood and
fame resistant fittings.

The device gives a minimum of eight
minules of breathable air when activated -
allowing personnel to escape to the upper
deck and clean air.

The BO0O units on order for the RAN
would be delivered at a rate of 1000 a
month.

NAVAL NEWS - condinuea

First Regional
Maritime Exercise

Vanuatu has hosted its first regional
maritime surveillance exercise
involving the Australian Defence Force.
The exercise was held over the week
during the country’s 10th Anniversary
of Independence.

The exercise, called Mantas 90, took
place between August | and 8B, Other
nations participating in the exercise,
included New Zealand, Solomon Islands
and Tonga.

RAN staff assisted in the planning of
the exercise and RAN participation
included the patrol boat HMAS
CESSNOCK and two instruciorsfexercise
co-ordinators. A RAAF P3C Orion long-
range maritime patrol aircraft also took
part in the exercise.

Naval Personnel
to Face Charges

Four naval officers from the guided
missile frigate (FFG) HMAS DARWIN

are to face court martial because their
ship ran aground near the northern tip
of Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands on
May 7.

Commanding Officer of Darwin,
Commander B. G. J. Nye, the Exrcutive
Officer, Licutenant Commander G, L
James, the (then) Navigating Officer,
Licutenant B. R. Victor and the Principal
Warfare Officer, Licutenant W. F. Lloyd
will appear before a joint General Court
Martial at HMAS PENGUIN.

Seen preparing to berth at the HMAS STIRLING fleet support facility in Western Australia on 12 June, the United States Navy
nuclear-powered guided-missile cruiser USS TRUXTUN was making a historic fourth visit to the base. USS TRUXTUN is the only
foreign warship to have made four visits, having previously visited in 1978, 1982 and 1986. This was almost certainly her last visit 1o the
west as TRUXTUN seems certhin to de-commission in 1991 as pant of the USA's defence cutbacks.

Proto: GATANG SALMERI, AN PUBLICATIONS
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WARSHIPS FOTOFAX
German Battleships 1897-1945 and
Japanese Battleships 1897-1945
by A. A. Burt
Published by Arms and Armour Press
Review copies from Capricorn Link,
Australin

This series has now been expanded fo
cover the period from 1897 1o 1945 with
the latest booklets illustrating and
describing German and Japanese
Batrleships.

Eighty plus photographs, all captioned,
allow the reader to follow the development
of the two navies principal capital ships
from pre-dreadnoughts to the massive
BISMARCK and TIRPITZ in Nazi service
and  YAMATO and MUSASHI,
commissioned by the Imperial Japanese
Navy.

A feature of both booklets is the
inclusion of additional technical and
historical data plus line drawings of the
largest units in the centre of each booklel,

Note: Other recently released Fotofax
titles include British Submarines of World
War One and from the Vintage Aviation
Fotofax series, The Fleet Air Arm (Royal
Navy-Editor), 1920-1938

The former highlights the numerous
warlime activities in the North and
Mediterranean Seas as well as around
Turkey and the Gallipoli Peninsula.
Included in the booklet are photographs of
HMAS AE| and HMAS AE2 plus the six J
class submarines, transferred 1o the RAN
after the armistice.

* * *
GERMAN WARSHIPS
1815-1845

by Erich Groner
Revised and Ewmdodby Dister Jung and
Martin Maass

Published by Conway Maritime Press

This book was first published in 1965,
shortly after the death of its author. In the
years since, two naval writers, Dieter
Jung and Martin Maass have updated the
volume and by adding new information
where priate, have now re-released
the book with Conway Maritime Press.

BOOK
REVIEWS

d offered by the helicopter and the
test of modern naval air strategies in the
South Atlantic.

If the giant carrier has had its day, the
smaller, faster craft with its helicopter
support and awesome firepower has
ensured naval aviation a role into the 210t
century. And, if drawing-board theories
overcome budgetary restraints 1o reach
manufacture, a fresh breed of warplane,
operating from new-style caiiiers, will have
major influence on military defence for the
foreseeable future.

Having been at the forefront of naval air
develop from its i the Fleet
Air Arm is a vital constituent of world
military history and merits the study this
volume will encourage amongsl serving
officers, professional historians and
laymen.

* * *
ALLIED SUBMARINES

work on the German Navy from inception
10 1945, one has to look no further than the
book currently on offer. Three additional
volumes are expected to be published for
the remaining warship types; submarines,
mine warfare craft, auxiliary warships
(raiders), amphibious ships and support
vessels 1o mention but a few.

German Warships is published by
Conway and should be available in most of
the larger or specialist military bookshops
across Australia,

* * *

BRITISH NAVAL AVIATION
The Fleet Air Arm, 1917-1980

Published by Arms and Armour Press
Raview Copy from Capricorn Link,
Australia

The age of military aviation had barely
dawned when it was realised that the
power and influence of the warplane
would be multiplied it it were able to
operate closer to the heart of the

German Warships covers the period
from the carliest recorded naval vessels,

lefield. Unless a landbase was first
secured in the vicinity, this could only be
done by devising a floating airstrip and

from tiny oared and sail p
to the end of the Third Reich and its
beleaguered naval forces in 1945. The book
details design. construction, dimensions,
machinery and armament and provides
commentary on careers, seakeeping and
performance.

With only a few exceptions, mostly very
old or very small, all ciasses of warships in
the period are illustrated via an impressive
selection of scale line drawings. For many
of the ships and classes the vessels are
depicted through several drawings, 1o
represent different phases of service
careers. Altogether 10,000 ships and craft
are described.

For readers searching for a definitive
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thus, via ¢ y stages, the aircraft
carrier was born and naval aviation came
of age.

If it was the Second World War that first
saw extended use of seaborne air power, it
was the Falklands conflict that most
succinctly demonstrated the effect of fixed-
and rotary-wing aircraft when delivered 1o
the war zone by carrier vessels far from
home territory.

In this first substantial history of British
naval aviation for many years, Ray
Sturtivant takes the reader back through the
infant days of the first deck landings, into
the years of improvisation and experiment,
the dramas of the Second World War and
the first jet-powered naval aircraft, to the

London
Raviewad by VIC JEFFERY

Highly respected maritime author
Kenneth Poolman has made a concise and
commendable effort in his endeavour to
describe the war effort of Allied
submarine fleets in World War Two with
this book.

Including the suhmlrlnn of Great
Britain, France, United States of America,
Soviet Union, The Netherlands, Greece,
MNorway, Poland and Yugoslavia, this
reference works packs an enormous amount
of information into 160 pages.

The author looks at the principal
theatres of action in the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans, the Mediterranean Sea and
lesser waters also, The inclusion of many
first-hand accounts of actions along with a
descriptive easy-to-read format supported
by 163 black and white photographs, 10
maps and four line drawings make this a
most enjoyable book.

There are some superb photographs
included in ALLIED SUBMARINES
including an excellent shot of HMS TAKU
riding the turbulent waters of the Bay of
Biscay, a fine view of the former RAN
HMS OXLEY and of a personal interest, a
full page shot of the Netherlands K XI
which was scuttled west of Rottmest Island
in Western Australia in September, 1946,

One realises just how far submarines
have progressed after studying a photo of
the after torpedo compartment in HMS
?ARTHIAN showms the emergency hand
- driven by
what looks I(ke a :umbe.rwmr. giant bicycle
chain!

Clearly captured in this book is the
feeling of utter helplessness and terror of
submarine crews under attack, submarines
being the hunted as well as the hunters. The
undersea war was renowned for its heroic
deeds and tragedies.

Boox REVIEWS - Contlnunsd

Comprising 14 chapters, it includes
titles like The Thin Grey Line — when the
Royal Navy had only 21 submarines
immediately available in home waters at
the outbreak of war, Shallow Waters,
Springtime for Stukas and Defence and
Offence in the Pacific, the chapters are
divided into many interesting sub-sections.

A sample of the sub-sections of this
book include: Escape of the Scharnhorst
and Gneisenau, The Poles arrive, In the
minefields, US Wolfpacks, ‘Unlucky
Boat', Chasing the Cavours, Syrian Patrol
and Rogue torpedo. This account gives an
indication of quality of the text of
ALLIED SUBMARINES.

A most enjoyable reference book,
ALLIED SUBMARINES of World War
Two retails at $65.00 and is distributed in
Australia by Capricorn Link (Australia)

Pty Lid of Lane Cove, NSW.
Recommended reading.
* * *
WARSHIPS OF THE CIVIL
NAVIES

by Paul H. Silverstone

Published by the Naval Institute Press,
Annapolis Maryland, USA 21402

Reviewed by 'ACHERON'
This is an unusual book, describing as

‘Warships of the Civil War Navies provides
an excellent visual account of the
types of men-o-war and includes

it does the b of the A i
Civil War. The author states that it is the
Jirst ever publication to list and describ
all of the participating vessels.

Supporting the narrative is a unigue
collection of photographs of the 1861-65
period, with sections devoted to US Navy,
the Revenue and Coast Survey
organisations and naturally, the
Confederate States Navy.

The Mississippi River fleets of both
sides provides a detailed insight into the
riverine armoured craft including

gunboats and rams. Side-whellers and
stern-whellers, traditional river ferries
were also taken up for war duties and
outfined with various types and degrees of
armament.

MONITOR and VIRGINIA (ex
MERRIMACK), the two most famous civil
war vessels arc described with their
respective feets. Details of hundreds of
craft are included in the book, giving the
reader a total picture of this important era
of naval warfare and ship construction.

The quality of the old photographs in

many onbogrd scenes depicting both the
personnel equipment.

As far as this writer is aware, no photos
have survived of the famous USS
MONITOR, completed in 1862. In the
book the vessel is shown via an onboard
view with her two 11 inch guns protruding
from the battle damaged turret. Other
interesting ships illustrated include the
early Spar torpedo boats of both sides,
many sail powered warships and a
selection of the acquired vessels, formerly
tugs, ferries plus some warships from other
navies.

The Confederate ‘commerce raiders’
including ALABAMA, FLORIDA and
SHENANDOAH were outfitted or built in
Great Britain to menace the Union's

h ships and gly tied up
their naval forces. The SHENANDOAH is
denicted in Melbourne undergoing refit in
February, 1865, her Confederate flag alofi.

Warships of the Civil War Navies is
highly recommended to all readers and can
be obtained direct from the publishers at
the above address for $44.95 (US).
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NAVY LEAGUE MARITIME
VIDEO LAUNCHED

The Navy League's iwe and a half hour six-epivode educational
video, The Sea and Australia, which was featured in VIEWPOINT
last edition (The Navy, July-September 1990), was launched by the
Federal President on 26 July at a special function at the University
and Schools Club in Sydney.

The series has since been Jaunched in Melboumne, and separate
functions will follow in other States and Territories

The video, which has already been enthusiastically endorsed by
the NSW Director-General of School Education and by the RAN, is
being sent free by the League to all Australian secondary schools
Copies are available for purchase by using the order form on this
page

In producing the series, the Navy League gratefully acknowledges
the support of the following: Australian National Maritime
Association, ANL Limited, Commonwealth Bank, Albert Recording
Studios, Australian Radio Network and the Sydney Maritime
Museum.

Pictured at the handing over of the master video-tape o the

Federal President are (left to right): Script-writers John

Grover and Federal Vice-President Andrew Robertson,

Federal President Geolfrey Evans, Executive Producer and

NSW State President, Otto Albert, and Series Producer Rob
McAuisy.

e e e
THE SEA AND AUSTRALIA
ORDER FORM
To; The Secretary
The Navy League of Australia (NSW Division)

Box 1718 GPO
SYDNEY, NSW 2001

Please send me copies of The Sea and Australia @ $55
each (including postage and handiing).

| enciose cheque/postal order for ... AT O SRR
payable o The Navy League of Ausiralia.

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

FORMAT

Q vHs

[ M)

(Address)
 Beta

(Posicoda)
e ——
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A Background to

the League
The Navy League of Australia is incorporated
in the Australian Capital Territory as a company
limited by guarantee.

Principal objects of the League include:

» To keep before the Australian people the fact that we are a
maritime nation and that a sound maritime industry is an
indispensable element of our national well-being

+ To promote, sponsor and encourage the interest of Australian
youth in the sea, and sea-services, and 1o support practical sea-
ramning measures.

Members of the League for the most part are people who have an
interest in maritime affairs, or who wish 1o broaden their knowledge
of maritime matters and who otherwise support the objects of the
League

The League had its origin in the Navy League established in
Britain wowards the end of the 19th century. From a simple beginning,
a world-wide organisation of independent, national Navy Leagues
emerged which over the years have influenced public thinking on
maritime affairs and through a remarkable youth training scheme,
created in tens of thousands of youngsters an interest in the sea and
ships,

An Australian branch of the British League was first formed in
1901, in Tasmania, followed by others on the mainland; all had
“Navy League Cadet” units which were then the main reason for their
existence. After World War Il the branches amalgamated, separated
from the British parent and formed the Navy League of Australia. At
this time the cadel units received limited assistance from the RAN,
mainly in the form of uniforms.

By 1952 the League had become an Australia-wide organisation,
the cadets had been re-named “Sea Cadets™ and an Australian Sea
Cadet Corps (ASCC) formed. Following amendments 1o the Naval
Defence Act, the ASCC ived greatly i d naval c
and 8 Sea Cader Council consisting of League and RAN
representatives was established to oversee the ASCC's sctivities.

Expansion of the ASCC, and especially the expense of providing
accommodation, then a Navy League responsibility, caused a further
change in 1973, ASCC cadets became “Naval Reserve Cadets™
(NRC) which, although not a part of the Defence Force, were now a
naval responsibility in all respects. The League however continued to
support NRC units in a number of ways, such as providing equipment
unavailable from naval sources and acting as the link with local
communities.

Although no longer responsible for the cadets, the Naval League
of Australia still plays an active part in supporting the cadet
movement, but its activities have been expanded to embrace maritime
affairs in general. A consequence has been a larger membership more
represeniative of the maritime community.

Seminars are arranged; articles written by members appear
regularly in the print media; the League's quarterly magazine THE
NAVY has been expanded and circulation increased; submissions are
made by appropriately qualified members to parliamentary and public
inquiries into the maritime industry, and so on.

“THE SEA AND AUSTRALIA" is the Navy League of
Australia’s most ambitious project to date, and perhaps the most
important, as it is designed primarily for the oncoming generation on
which our country’s future depends.
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Rockwell International,
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The ultimate proof of performance is
continuing customer satisfaction.
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We also helped build the first commer-
cial Australian satellite earth station. And
we are proud to share our technological
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products.
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