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SHOES . . . 
The largest and most up-to-date Shoe Store 
in the District. Full and half sizes in all styles 
for men, women and children. Here you can 
choose your exact styles and fitt ings and securo 
i t at a lower price than you would pa / 
elsewhere. 

Your inspection invited 

A. BAGLEY & SON 
•THE BOOT STORE' 

211-213 BEAMISH ST., CAMPSIE. LF3I83 

HIGH-CLASS 

FURNITURE MANUFACTURERS 

CHISWELL BROS. 

ROCKDALE SYDNEY 
N.S.W. 

Telephone: LW 5443 

SUTTON FOREST MEAT CO. 
PTY. LTD. 

Butchers and Smallgoods Manufacturers 
• 

761 George St., Sydney M 664S-9 

257 King St., Newtown LA 1119 

373 Parramatta Rd„ Leichhardt LM 4239 

BROOMFIELDS LTD. 
Ship Chandlers 

152 SUSSEX STREET SYDNEY 
(Near King Street] 

RIGGINGS, PAINT AND VARNISHES, Etc. 

When ref i t t ing, remember BROOMFIELDS cen supply 
ell the necessary equipment at reasonable col t , 
plus prompt delivery. 

For Enquiries 'Phone: M 4801 

Cockatoo Docks & 
Engineering Co. Pty. 

Ltd. 
C o n t r a c t o r s t o . . . 

H .M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY 
Ship-builders, Mar ine & Engineers 

G e n e r a l 
Inquiries invi ted 

C O C K A T O O ISLAND 
SYDNEY 

P h o n e : W 1941 (10 lines) 

Packed in small and 16-oz. t int 

OBTAINABLE ALL LEADING STORES 
Manufactured by 

Matthews, Thompson & Co. Ltd. 
74-78 K I N G STREET, N E W T O W N 

A few effortless rubs give e perfect, lasting surface 
that transforms wood floors, linos, and furniture into 
things of gleaming beauty. 
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1942 or 1943? 
The questionings of increasing numbers of intelligent people are growing 

in insistence. Why, they ask, is it tha t the Chinese (as reported) are scoring 
such smashing victories over the Japanese? Are such reports broadcast in 
Australia because we are not in a position to contradict them? Again, if the 
Chhiese, who are short of planes, tanks and munitions, are so successful, why 
have the Japanese fought so valiantly and successfully against American forces 
and the Empire's best? Can it be tha t the Chinese are better led than British 
and Americans? 

Spokesmen in U.S.A. and in the Emnire never tire of repeating tha t Allied 
personnel and equipment are superior to tha t of the enemy. But they don't tell 
us why this superiority Is not in the right place a t the right time. 

From the Netherlands East Indies we are invited to talk less and do more. 
Even in Australia it is recognised that this war has produced battles of words 
and still more words, the like of which neither hopeful nor cynical people have 
ever known. I t may be that in 1948 we will sponge the Japanese from the 
Pacific waterways and eliminate their air-borne strength—this has been loudly 
promised to us: it may be that in 1948, Germans and Italians in Europe will 
suffer a like fate. Meanwhile, of more immediate concern is this year 1942, a 
year already big with fate, and what is done before 1948 dawns will irrevocably 
determine the fu ture of mankind. 

jM _ 
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A drum you can't beat FOR VALUE I 

Whether you require . drum « « ' ••• 1 

School Band. Dene. B.nd or Orche.tre. « . heve «h . t 
you need at the pr ic . you w.nt lo peyl 

ORCHESTRAS, 
etc. 

Wr i t * (or full Free 
Catalogue and 

Price LitHI 
Eety Termi ar.d 
Generous Trede-in 

Allowance! 
Specialising in 
Instrumental and 
Percussion 

Equipment lor . . 
THE BUGLE BAND 
SCHOOL FIFE 

BANDS 
DANCE AND 

BRASS BANDS & 

N I C H O L S O N ' S 
"The Musical Centre" 

GEORGE ST. SYDNEY (Between King * Market) 
For Everything Musicall 

• Glass cups and 
saucers are here to STAY—in 

more senses than onel They outlast china by years 
and years. They are much harder t o break or 
crack; and. because they do not craze, are infinitely 
more hygienic. From the artistic point of view— 
well, just take one look at the latest glass cups in 
clear, green or amber! Compare them with their 
commonplace china ancestors) Only one decision is 
possible. Another point: Glass cups m d saucers are 
made in Australia. Glass on your beakfast tray or 
tea-table is a practical gesture of patriotism. 
Wherever cups and saucers are sold you can buy 
them in GLASS. 
MARKETED I Y C K O W N CUVSTAl CLASS FTY. LTD. 

Making Honey 
How to make money—that 

is the problem! 

By speculation? That is too risky, 
especially for the man of small or 
moderate income and with family 
responsibilities. 

By investment? How long would it 
take to build up an estate of any 
size? There is, too. the risk of loss 
—investments do turn out badly at 
times, and there is the possibility' 
that you may die before the invest-
ment process has proceeded very 
far. 

But A.M.P. Life Assurance is a form 
of estate building, of making money, 
that is free from these drawbacks 
while possessing the advantages of 
remunerative return, security of 
capital, freedom from depreciation 
and ready liquidity. And in the 
event of your death during the term 
of the life policy, future premiums 
are cancelled and the assurance 
automatically becomes cash for the 
benefit of your family. 

S»nd for booklet (post free), 
"Life Assurance as an Asset." 

A.M.P. SOCIETY 
87 PITT STREET. SYDNEY 

A. E. WEBB, Manager for N.S.W. 
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"SHIPS, SHIPS AND MORE SHIPS. 
By Major George D. Treloar, D.S.O., M.C. 

About 9,000,000 tons of shipping have been 
sent to the bottom. 

Each belligerent country is striving to stave 
off a t ine when insufficient shipping may be left 
for its own vital needs. 

To this end, both Britain and the U.S.A. 
are building to capacity. 

America has announced a programme to 
build at the rate of two ships per day: the Dutch 
East Indies is undertaking ship-building with 
the use of native labour: Australia is setting 
out to build 60 ships, each 9,000 tons gross, over 
a period of five years: Ship-building is also going 
on in Canada. All of which is encouraging, but 
it would be more than optimistic to believe that 
none of these new vessels being built or pro-
jected will be destroyed. Should Japan or Vichy 
France or both countries enter the conflict, the 
rate of shipping losses would inevitably in-
crease. 

Japan, herself, seeing the writing on the 
wall, is turning out numbers of 350 ton wooden 
auxiliary vessels. 

Original shipping tonnage may be regarded 
as essential capital that has been gravely de-
pleted; while building programmes reported are 
no more than efforts to cover further losses of 
that capital, with little or no hope of replacing 
the original capital lost and which is absolutely 
essential to the world's trading necessities. 

At the end of the war the position that will 
have to be faced is not only our own losses in 
shipping but the appalling world shortage. 

Are we, in Australia, exerting our maxi-
mum possible effort to build shipping replace-
ments to help cover current losses? Are we 
making a still greater effort, to play our part 
in replacing the capital tonnage already lost? 
Are we building to the limit to cope with the 

s enormous world-wide shipping shortage that 
jmuat be faced a t the end of the war? And are we 

building sufficient tonnage to enable this Domin-
ion to handle our present necessities and our vast 
accumulation of raw products when once nor-
mal trade is resumed? To all these questions 
I must give an emphatic NO! 

Let us examine the position. From U.S.A. 
it is reported that, owing to various adverse 
factors, there is a distinct limitation to the 
numbers of steel ships that can be built during 
the war. So in America about 100 wooden ships 
built during the last Great War have already 
been recommissioned into active service. Ship-
ping yards lying almost deserted for the past 
twenty years are now working all out build-
ing wooden vessels of all kinds; many for Naval 
use, including high-speed submarines, mine-
sweepers, auxiliary craft of many types, deep-
sea fishing boats to replace those requisitioned 
by the U.S. Navy, and freighters up to 1,600 
tons—and all of wood. 

Hard facts must be faced. Prejudices and 
preferences must be thrust aside. There is a 
crying need for ships, ships, ships of all types. 

They are needed urgently, and that ur-
gency will increase, not decrease, as war takes 
its toll and with the passage of time. 

In no other war period in history has the 
"time factor" been of such compelling import-
ance. In this one it is all compelling. Every 
conceivable branch of democracy's war-effort 
must keep in mind that dreaded "time factor." 
What are we doing about i t? Here is a question 
every citizen is entitled to ask—a question that 
qualified accountants as specialists should ex-
amine with care and advise upon. 

But supposing Australia's projected 60 
vessels be completed in the five-year period, and 
that not one of them be lost in the interim, 
what hope would they have of transporting 
our huge accumulation of raw products, to-
gether with current production awaiting export? 
Unthinking optimists may say that other 
nations will naturally send their shipping. Befcre 
this war is over, the total loss of world ship-
ping may very easily reach 20,000,000 tons. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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AUSTRAL BRONZE COMPANY 
PTY. LIMITED 

Established 1914 
Head Office end Works: 

O'RIORDAN STREET, ALEXANDRIA 
SYDNEY 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 
Copper Rods and Bars; Busba-s for Electrical Work; 
Manganese 8ronze Rods; Bars and Ingots; Extruded 
Brats, Architectural Bronze, Muntz s Metal and Copper 
in Round, Square, Hexagon and Special Sections: 
Copper Plates and Rolled Copper Anodes, Aluminium 
Bronze Rods and Bars. Copper. Brass, Gi ld ing Metal. 
Phosphor Bronze and Nickel Silver in Sheets and Strip. 

MUNTZ METAL AND NAVAL BRASS 
CONDENSER PLATES 

SHEETS AND SHEATHING 
Manufacturers of (under Licence) 

STONE'S MANGANESE BRONZES FOR MARINE 
CRAFT PROPELLERS 

Branch Office: 
101-103 KING STREET, MELBOURNE 

For Good Health 
and Enjoyment . . . 

ALWAYS KEEP ON 
HAND A SUPPLY OF 

YENDARRA 
SHERRY 

It's Obtainable Everywhere 

McWillionT* Wines 
Pty. LM. 

For The Wines of Good Taste' 

BIRT & COMPANY 
(PTY.) LIMITED 

4 BRIDGE STREET. SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
P.O. BOX M l 6.P.O. 

Ake at 
44 E i f l i Street, IriikiMS Mmdravt Cold Stores, »*—I— T • nil R»Uk*n» j i v n w y «TTWT| Jvvin • r t i M n t . 

SHIPPING AND GENERAL AGENTS 

"SHIPS. SHIPS AND MORE 
SHIPS" 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Countries left with shipping will not unnaturally 
use it for their own purposes first and to their 
own ends. 

Present known building plans carried to 
most complete realization can do no more than 
help to counter current losses. 

A few months ago it was officially admitted 
that shipping losses were three times as great 
as possible construction. Since then losses in 
the Atlantic have happily decreased, but Russian 
and enemy losses have increased. 

Is Australia to be left a t the mercy of other 
countries regarding the use of shipping that 
survives this terrible storm? 

The closer the present position and future 
outlook are studied, the more clearly it can be 
seen that our own ship-building plan is hope-
lessly inadequate. 

We must bend all our efforts to winning 
this war: and we must bend all our efforts to 
winning our share of the peace to follow. Ship-
building is as vital to our war-effort as is the 
manufacturing of guns. Ships of steel: com-
posite ships (with steel frames and wood sheath-
ings) and wooden ships. Ours is an island con-
tinent. The sea is our frontier. Our sea-borne 
trade is vital to our economic health. 

Isn't it paradoxical that the last develop-
ment we consider is tha t of a wide and progress-
ive ship-building industry and the establishing 
of an adequate Australian mercantile marine? 
The lack of it is crippling us now and, unless we 
take prompt action, we will be left a t the mercy 
of countries controlling what is left of world 
shipping. 

Apart from the 9,000 tonners to be built, 
a survey of possibilities has revealed that steel 
ships up to 2,000 tons could be built with ease 
in various Australian ports, while wooden ships 
of up to 500 tons and bigger could be built at 
many ports with speed. 

An enemy raider can find and then settle 
one 9,000 tonner with one torpedo, but it would 
require f a r greater effort to search for and sink 
four 2,000 tonners. 

Experienced ship-building personnel is to-
be found here in numbers, for the building of 
any kind of steel or composite vessel up to 2,000 
tons and of wooden ships; and this skilled person-
nel is going to waste, while Australia and the 
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rest of the world are crying out for ships. 
Let us examine the situation from another 

angle. 
Recently, the Federal Government placed 

a ban on the remitting of certain patriotic funds 
to England, because of our need to conserve 
exchange. That was a necessary and wise action. 
But why are we so short of foreign exchange? 
Because we are not in the position to continue 
exporting our surplus primary products; we have 
not the ships to carry it. So it goes on accumu-
lating in enormous quantities and at a tremend-
ous rate. What happens in the meantime? In 
certain directions the Federal Government is ad-
vancing to growers the price of this stupendous 
production. The people are being taxed to find 
the money to pay to producers to grow more 
duction, and more still will be grown. Thus 
which we cannot ship, so that still further tax-
ation must be applied to pay for future pro-
folly on folly's head accumulates. We must 
have foreign exchange to pay for essential raw 
materials, such as rubber, oils (mineral and 
vegetable), cotton and for machinery, to men-
tion a few items. Increased shipping of our pro-
ducts could secure that foreign credit, but 
owing to the shortage of shipping we cannot 
export except to very limited extent. 

SINGAPORE OR EGYPT? 
The "Manchester Guardian" says: "If it 

ever came to a choice between losing Singapore 
or Egypt, Singapore would have to go in any 
war the Empire hoped to win. This is the 
Government's case a t its strongest. I t still can-
not silence regrets about what we lost in Malaya, 
and anxiety for what we may yet loee. 

"What the people suspect—and cheerful 
observations for many months by our Far East 
military leaders support the suspicion—is that 
the Government underrated the Japanese and 
trusted too much to our Malayan defences. I t 
is hard to believe tha t if the Government had 
clearly foreseen what was happening a t this 
moment, it would not have sent earlier those 
reinforcements which it can now afford to send 
to Burma and Malaya." 

ATLANTIC NAVAL COMMAND 
The Admiralty announced that Vice-Ad-

miral Sir John Tovey, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Home Fleet, was taking command of the 
Anglo-American forces in the Atlantic. 

GiOBMX 
BtlF EXTRACT 

For appetising flavour, strength-building nourish-
ment and economy in use . . . you can't beat 
GLOBEX. It contains the full strength and con-
centrated essence of the primest beef and it is 
made in a second. 
Try it for soups, gravies, nourishing beef tea. 
and it makes really delicious sandwiches . . . 
but spread it thinly. 

• 
OBTAINABLE FROM ALL CHEMISTS AND STORES 

I, 2, 4 and B ox. jan or 4 and I oz. container. 

PAUL ft GRAY LTD. 

Ship Chandlers 

82 SUSSEX STREET 

'Phone: BW 1851 

THE STAFF OF UFE . . . 

is a STURDIER STAFF if spread with 

NORCO BUTTER 

Be sure to ask for— 

IT 
"THE BUTTER OF PBTFECTION" 
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WRENS AND THE ROYAL NAVY 
A FEW OF THE JOBS THEY TACKLE 

Two years and two months have passed since 
a Sunday in September of 1939 when England 
declared war on Germany. The Women's Royal 
Naval Service was then being organised from a 
single room in the Admiralty by the Director 
and the Deputy Director, aided by a band of 
voluntary workers and a paid staff of two clerks. 
Wrens are now an accepted feature in most 
Naval Shore Establishments. At first perhaps 
considered a nuisance, as most innovations are. 
they have become a necessity and are usually 
regarded as a welcome help. 

A Wren is not an extra hand. She is, or will 
be af ter due experience, a replacement, and fills 
a place not merely in some particular office or 
workshop, but in the general life and organisa-
tion of the establishment to which she is at-
tached. Wrens take part in parades, inspections, 
Church Services, drills, dances, entertainments 
and general social activities. The accommodation 
of W.R.N.S. personnel, their health, welfare, 
recreation and general routine are matters for 

W.R.N.S. Administrative Officers. But the work 
of Wrens comes directly under the Naval Officers 
of the establishment, and the Commander-in-
Chief of the Command, in which they serve. 
Thus the Women's Royal Naval Service, while 
administered from the Admiralty as a separate 
organisation, is interwoven like weft in the warp 
to form the texture of Naval administration 
ashore. And more and more as the tide of war 
carries men out to sea, touches of Wreu blue 
appear in the pattern of gold lace. 

What do Wrens do? It is impossible to give 
any adequate idea within the compass of a few 
words. Inevitably they have been drafted in 
large numbers for domestic and clerical work. 
Both sound dull, yet there is no end to the 
variety of posts a Wren steward or a Wren 
writer can hold. Wren stewards, in their neat 
white coats, soon acquire the swift skill and 
traditional procedure of wardroom service. In 
addition they retain the "womanly ar t" of mend-
ing, and many an officer finds his clothes in 
better repair since Wrens appeared on the scene. 

A Wren writer may be drafted to a Head-
quarters establishment with a large specialised 
staff, or a small office on a jetty where she has 
half a dozen jobs to do. She may work at a 
Naval Air Station or a Naval Control Service 
Station, at a convoy port or a submarine base. 
She may spend her day (or night, if need be) 
remote from sight of ships, sea or sky. She may 
work in an office with the waves beyond its 

DESIGNERS A N D MANUFACTURERS 

O F EVERY TYPE O F WIRELESS 

EQUIPMENT FOR USE AT SEA, O N 

LAND, A N D IN THE AIR 

A m j J j M n M M A A j l I A / I M I a c c M I T K I i y i l l l U I f O f f i r t l C 5 5 

(A/sia) Ltd. 
AIMII IKI S Nittonil WirtltH Or ÎNIMTION 

H. H. CUSH ft COMPANY 
MULLENS STREET ROZELLE 

Telephones: WB 1916, WB 1069, WB 1917 

Country Mill and Factory :: PENROSE 

Telephone: Penrose 5 

TIMBER MERCHANTS 

and Box and Case Manufacturers 
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windows and water lapping against its walls. 
Wherever it be, local peculiarities provide the 
interest as well as the difficulty of each par-
ticular poet, and call continually for the right 
peg in the right hole. 

In the field of communications Wrens play an 
important part. At first they were employed 
mainly on routine work. Gradually, however, 
W.R.N.S. personnel, both ratings and officers, 
are being entrusted more and more with re-
sponsible duties. As typists, teleprinters and 
telephone operators, as plotters, coders, cypher-
ers, as wireless telegraphists and visual signal-
lers, they form part of the intricate machinery 
by which the movement of ships is directed, 
invigilated, safeguarded, controlled around the 
world. Ceaseless as ocean currents the machine 
moves on. From noon to midnight, from mid-
night to noon, unending watch is kept. 

Women have been found particularly suited 
for the accurate detailed records required in 
naval pay and supply departments. Once they 
have thoroughly mastered the language of naval 
pay and the system of naval victualling in kind, 
Wrens can be set to work on the great ledgers 
of a pay office or on that comprehensive record 
of a victualling department known as the "bible." 
The correction of confidential books is another 
piece of work admirably carried on by women 
who are gifted with unfailing accuracy, un-
limited patience, and that quality of vision tha t 
makes the work worth while. 

This war has produced a tremendous stock-
taking (too tardily undertaken) of the potential 
resources, human and material, of the whole 
British race. The utilisation of woman-power 

"KNOW YOUR ONIONS" 

Carter's Are Best 

CARTER BROS. (PRESERVES) 
PTY. LTD. 

228-230 WYNDHAM STREET 

ALEXANDRIA 

is being explored as never before in history. In 
consequence, Wrens Eire now appearing in sheds 
and workshops where they were hitherto un-
known. On Naval Air Sta'..»ns they have learnt 
to pack and keep in perfect working order the 
parachute equipment of squadrons in training. 
They have been entrusted with the responsible 
task of checking the movable fittings of 'planes. 
They are being introduced in fabric shops and 
dope shops. They will shortly be trained in the 
simpler operations of cleaning, improving, over-
hauling the multitudinous parts of aeroplane 
engines and fittings. If they prove sufficiently 
skilled they may be employed as air mechanics. 
Mechanical skill, however, is a matter not ouly 
of strength and talent, but of training and prac-
tice. The question is not merely What can 
women do? but also Where can Wrens live? 
Accommodation is already the nightmare of exis-
tence to many W.R.N.S. administrative officers, 
and complicates the whole question of "dilution" 
by women. 

Serving personnel of the W.R.N.S. now num-
ber upwards of 18,000 officers and ratings. The 
Service steadily expands. At the Royal Naval 

(Continued on Page g) 

ALFRED HERBERT 
(Australasia) PTY. LTD. 

• MACHINE TOOLS 
• MACHINE SHOP ACCESSORIES 
• ENGINEERS 
• SMALL TOOLS 

101 PYRMONT BRIDGE ROAD 
PYRMONT 

'Phon.: MW 2734 (3 linn) 
Melbourne Office: 

144 KING STREET, MELBOURNE 
'Phon*: MU 4821 
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Help ing A u s t r a l i a ^ W a r Effort 

The St. JOHN 
Ambulance Brigade 

in the Service of Australia 

AS an ever-ready essential service, 
the St. John Ambulance Brigade 

has grown vastly in its functions and 
importance-as part of Australia s 
War Effort. 
In providing Instructors for numerous 
war-time organisations, in training the 
public in First Aid, Home Nursing and 
Air Raid Precautions, and in maintain-
ing regular medical First Aid Service 
on all public and patriotic occasions, 
the Brigade has won for its national 
usefulness a wide appreciation that is 
richly deserved. 

Tt,e St. John Brigade play. part—end 
Qantei Empira Airway, a r . plae.ed to co-
operate wherever po..lble with t h „ nehonally 
important organisation. 

This menage it preientad by 

Qantas Empire Airways 
SYDNEY MELBOURNE BRISBANE 

F. W. HUGHES 
PTY. LTD. 

Wooden Mills 

30 GROSVENOR STREET 

SYDNEY 

•Phone: B 7224 (2 lines) 

E 2 0 BOX 
BRITISH-MADE CAMERA 

Simple to use, and gives good 
"snaps" right from the start. For 
8 pictures 21 x 3i. or 16 pictures 
2 i * If inches, on Kodak 120 roll 
film. Instructions given with every 
camera. Make photography your 
hobby. 

HARRINGTONS PTY. LIMITI 
SYDNEY 
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OCCUPATION OF PORTUGUESE TIMOR 
Australians welcomed the announcement of the occupation of 

Portuguese Timor by Dutch and Australian troops. 
Had the Japanese gained possession of the air base at Dili, 

Portuguese Timor, this would have placed them within easy striking 
distance of Darwin and the Dutch possessions in Timor and the 
adjoining islands. Thus, to leave Timor unprotected from attack 
constituted a grave threat both to Australia and to the Netherlands 
East Indies. 

The British Government has explained to the Government of 
Portugal that strategical exigency necessitated the occupation of 
Timor, but that the troops would be withdrawn as soon as the 
emergency passed. 

The joint Australian-Dutch move in Timor, though it is 
relatively small, is significant because it is an earnest of unity of 
action between the A.B.C.D. Powers, and because it is a sign that 
Australian defence is not merely passive, but is re»>.dy to forestall 
aggressive action by the enemy. 

WRENS AND THE ROYAL NAVY 

(Continued from Page 7) 

College, Greenwich, an Officers' Training Course 
is held and sixty cadets are continuously in 
training. A Central Drafting and Training 
Depot for ratings in London accommodates in 
two establishments over 500 trainees, and smaller 
depots have been opened in four of the Com-
mands. At these depots a general disciplinary 
training is given to all recruits, lasting normally 
for two weeks. Special courses of training are 
provided for pay clerks, supply assistants, tele-
printer operators, cinema operators, radio mech-
anics. Instruction in naval procedure is given 
to S.D.O. watchkeepers, shorthand typists and 
clerical workers, also to transport drivers and 
dispatch riders. Cooks and stewards are trained 
at the drafting depots, and Wren cooks are also 
trained in the Royal Naval Cookery Schools. 

A Wren is only a complete Wren when she is 
drafted to a 'ship' and becomes part of the 
Royal Navy. However well she has been trained 
beforehand, the newcomer has much to learn. 
She learns by living; her teachers are her col-
leagues, and their teaching is good. The 
W.R.N.S. owes much of its character and effici-
ency to the patience, comradeship and kindness 

of the officers, petty officers and men of the 
Royal Navy. The factor that welds the two 
Services together like the flame of a welding rod 
is the knowledge of a job of work to be done 
and the war to be won. 

A great deal of glamour attaches in the public 
mind to the Navy and the Wrens. This war has 
stripped the glamour from most things in life. 
But human qualities remain.—J.H. in "The 
Navy." 

Australian Asbestos Pty. Ltd. 
54 MEEKS ROAD MARRICKVILLE 

Telephone: LA 1792 

Manufacturers of High grade Asbestos, Rope 
Lagging, Asbestos Cords. Self-lubricating 
Palmetto Type Packing, Graphited Valve 
Twist, Jointings, etc. Also Dry, Greasy or 
Graphited Cotton, Hemp and Asbestos 
Packings. 
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D . H A R D I E 
"The Canvas Specialist" 

Manufacturers Tarpaulins for all purposes. 
Be wise: obtain your Sails, Boat Covers, and 
everything canvas from— 

D . H A R D I E 
295 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, NORTH SYDNEY 

'Phone: XBI773 

EMBROIDERED BADGES. HAT BANDS. 
CLOTHING, TAPES, etc., 

Manufactured by 

H. SCHIESS & SONS 
PTY. LTD. 

522-8 CANTERBURY ROAD 
CAMPSIE, SYDNEY. N.S.W. 

'Phone: LF 3818 

Peek Frean's Digestive 
Ovals give you all the 
nourishment o f s u n -
ripened wheat and the 
roughage of good Aus-
tralian bran. And they 
are so deliciously baked 
that they are a treat to 
eat—rough and crunchy. 
with a full rich flavour. 

DIGESTIVE OVALS 

« yy 
B i n g O 

Pure Fruit Jellies 
and 

Creamy Custard 
THE PERFECT COMBINATION 

BRITESHINE PTY. LTD. 

114 Rothschild Av«. Rosebery 

Better and British . . . 

" HOFFMANN " 
Ball and Roller 

"TIMKEN" 
Tapered Roller Bearings 

Bearing Service Co. of Aust. 
Pty. Ltd. 

38 WENTWORTH AVENUE 
SYDNEY 

Telephone: M6038 

L . M . W A T S O N 

2 YOUNG STREET ANNANDALE 

SYDNEY 

Telephone: LM 1834 

SHEET METAL WORKER 

Electric, Oxy and Spot Welding 
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Victorian Navy League Sea 

Cadets on the march. 

M A I L C E N S O R S H I P 

In pointing out the infinitely greater danger 
of the interception of outgoing oversea mail 
since the outbreak of war in the Pacific, the 
Minister for the Army (Mr. Forde) recently 
urged the public to make in letters no reference 
whatsoever, either directly or by innuendo, to 
the presence of any ships in Australia, to the 
movements of any units, or to anything con-
cerning Australia's defence measures. 

Mr. Forde stated that there was little likeli-
hood of any information of value to the enemy 
leaving Australia because of the exactitude of 
the censorship measures imposed on outgoing 
mails, but he emphasised that the more deletion 
the censor found it necessary to make, the more 
delay would be caused m the release of bulk 
mails. 

R . A . A . F . E N L I S T M E N T S 

Applications from all parts of the Common-
wealth for enlistment in the R.A.A.F. have in-
creased sixfold since the outbreak of war in the 
Pacific. 

Enlistment figures for the week following 
Japan's treacherous attack, compared with those 
for the week preceding the attack, showed that 

applications received in N.S.W. increased by 
approximately 800 per cent., in South Australia 
more than 500 per cent., in Victoria more than 
450 per cent., in Western Australia approxi-
mately 300 per cent., and in Tasmania and 
Queensland approximately 200 per cent. 

These figures are by far the best since the 
evacuation of Dunkirk and demonstrate the 
ready response in an emergency of the young 
men of Australia. 

"LET US TO THE 
TASK, TO THE BATTLE 

AND THE TOIL" 
WINSTON CHURCHILL 

These ringing words contain a message 
of the utmost significance. Let us pledge 
our strength, our efforts, our money and 
determination to the attainment of Vic-
tory and a lasting Peace. 

"The Empire and her Allies expect that every I 
man will do Ms duty." 
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S. HOFFNUNG & CO. 
LTD. 

CLARENCE STREET 

SYDNEY 

Who wish the Navy League 

every success. 

J. SCOTT PTY. LTD. 

Manufacturers of 

SCOTT'S "RENOWN" BRAND ROPE 
AND CORDAGE 

Head Office and Stores: 

163 CLARENCE STREET SYDNEY 

Ropeworlts: MASCOT, N.S.W. 

N O T E S O N E M P I R E 

If you look at a map of the British Empire, 
neatly coloured pink by tradition—an odd 
colour to choose, when you come to think about 
it—the temptation is great to consider it as a 
unit, as something uniform. As a matter of fact 
the British Empire, with its 485,000,000 people, 
its 13,290,000 square miles, is very far from 
being uniform. Its vast "mixture of growths 
and accumulations" is by no means governed 
by a single law. 

The Empire includes dominions like Canada 
and Australia, which are self-governing, sister 
states of Britain virtually independent since the 
Statute of Westminster, except for the common 
bondage of the Crown. It includes the colossal 
sub-continent of India, itself sub-divided into 
British India and princely states, which we shall 
deal with soon. It includes some Crown colonies 
which are administrative dictatorships, and some 
which have constitutions and legislatures. It in-
cludes "free states" like Eire, mandated terri-
tories like Palestine, protectorates like the hin-
terland of Aden, condominions like the Anglo-
Egyptian Sudan, territory held jointly with 
France like the New Hebrides, and political 
curiosities such as Bhutan or Sarawak which fit 
into no normal categories. There are even 
regions ruled by chartered companies like the 
old East India Company. 

Par ts of the Empire were rented and then 
purchased, like Zanzibar. Some were gifts, 
Bombay for instance. Some were gained by con-
quest, and some by luck in exploration, like 
Australia. Some came to Britain as the result 
of warfare thousands of miles away, like Canada; 
some were grabbed locally, like Hongkong from 
the Chinese. British Honduras was won by 
woodcutters from the West Indies, and Malta 
by a revolution of the Maltese. Togoland was 
captured from the Germans, the Gold Coast 
from the Dutch, Cyprus from the Turks, Jamaica 
from Spain, and parts of India from the Portu-
guese. Some divisions of the Empire were 
gained by original settlement, like Barbados and 
Fiji ; some, like Nigeria, were ceded by native 
kings. Some were almost lost by war, like South 
Africa; some regained af ter mutiny, like Oudh 
and Agra; some were loot, like Tanganyika. 
Some parts, too, have been surrendered, like 
Egypt, though technically Egypt always had a 
special s tatus outside the Empire proper. 

—John Gunther in "Inside Asia." 

ALPHA KNITWEAR PTY. LTD. 
Manufacturers of Man's, Ladies' and Boys' 

Knitted Outerwear 

60 KING STREET, NEWTOWN 
N.S.W. 

Telephones: LA 3705-6-7 
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A GIANT OF THE SEAS 
F 0 " r ' ~ h V "" '>» of British battleship. In the 

foreground ,s a nest of anti-aireraft guns. 

SOUTH BEND 4*" 
PRECISION LATHES 

THREE BENCH MODELS 
NOW IN STOCK 

Write for catalogue and 
prices to— 

"The Pioneer House for 
Quality Machine Tools" 

2« n i j c D E M C ° M A C H , N E R Y COMPANY PTY. LTD. 243 Cleveland Street, Redfern. N.S.W. « r w . n . ' , 3 5 5 W l l l , 4 m Street, West Melbourne, Vic. 
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C. G. TREVITT & CO. 

Blacksmiths and Tool Manufacturers 
Iron and Steel Works' 

• 

O'RIORDAN STREET ALEXANDRIA 
SYDNEY 

Telehone: MU 1137 

EXCELSIOR CONFECTIONERS 
114 MYRTLE STREET CHIPPENDALE 

ICE CREAM CONE MANUFACTURERS 

and specialists in 

CHOCOLATE COATED MARSHMALLOW 
NOVELTIES 

'Phone: MX 1394 

AARON'S 
EXCHANGE HOTEL 
No. I GRESHAM STREET 

MEALS A LA CARTE 

Everything True to Label 

'Phone: BW2I6I Phone: BW2I6I 

L. A. WOOLDRIDGE. Manager. 

K. A. WOOLDRIDGE, Managing Director. 

JOHN GOODWIN PTY. LTD. 
Reliable Lime and Cement Merchants 

D«poti: 
I M WESTON I D . . ROZELLE W l 1133. WB l«03 
WILBERFORCE AVE.. ROSE SAY F U 9 7 I I 
l i t M A I O U I R A BAY, I D . . MAROUBRA JUNCT. FJ 2014 

Factory: 
GARDEN and BOUNDARY STS., ALEXANDRIA 

MX297B 
R*pr»«»nt«tiv»»: 

H. GEE (FWI47I) . F. KIMPTON (FUBI30) 
T. IATESON ( W l (797) 

w. C. PENFOLD & CO. 
PTY. LTD. 

Printers and S ta t ioners 

88 P i n STREET, SYDNEY 

WRIGHT. HEATON & CO. LTD 

Customs and Forwarding Agents 

Branches throughout N.S.W. and Victor 

97 PITT STREET 

'Phone: BW 1935 
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SEA CADET NOTES 
"Victory" Depot. North Sydney: 
Junior Officer Noel Blencowe of the N.L. Sea 

Cadets is highly commended for saving the life 
of Allen Chalker, aged five years, on New Year's 
Day. Young Allen was playing on the wall at 
the end of White's Reserve when he fell into 
the Harbour in deep water. His brother Robert 
ran to the Navy League Depot for help and Noel 
Blencowe dashed out and ran to the end of the 
wall and plunged in fully clothed to save the 
helpless child. 

Mr. Orchard, of the Volunteer Coastal Patrol, 
was in his cruiser and took the completely ex-
hausted child from his rescuer on board. Mr. 
Orchard commended Blencowe for his action and 
said it was the nearest thing to drowning he had 
ever seen. 

The Navy League commends Junior Officer 
Blencowe for his meritorious deed. 

* * * 

The Depot Xmas Party to wind up the year's 
activities was largely spoiled by a violent storm 
and torrential rain which partly flooded the 
depot. Six suitable books were donated by the 
Ladies' Committee for presentation to the most 
efficient Cadets. 

Mr. J . A. Williams, acting O.C., reports that 
attendance is satisfactory and that training 
proceeds in accordance with the schedule. * » * 

Messrs. H. Collins, O.C. Woolwich Company, 
and E. Barton, O.C. Manly Company, report 
"All's Well." 

» » • 

Owing to the war certain patriotic functions 
of a national character, where massed parades 
of Youth Movements would have been a feature 
as in previous years, have been discontinued for 
the present. Officers in Charge of Navy League 
units will be notified 3hould any new arrange-
ments be made. 

* * # 

Further restrictions in the use of petrol in-
crease the difficulties of inter-company events 
and the respective O.C's. should do everything 
possible to keep the Cadets busily interested 
locally. 

When Cadets reach the age of 18 years they 
may remain with the League only if they are in 
reserved occupations and hpld exemptions issued 
by the Military Authorities. 

) 
One hundred and fifty-two Navy League offi-

cers, petty officers, and Cadets are known to 
have joined the Fighting Forces since the be-
ginning of the war, and several have already 
lost their lives in the service of Australia. 

T H E M E D I T E R R A N E A N 
A reader refers to the Mediterranean as "the 

sea where perennial summer reigns." Not al-
ways. In that tideless sea the cold blasts of 
winter are met with, and at its western ap-
proaches heavy fogs sometimes shut down on 
visibility completely for many hours. Even 
among those beautiful Grecian Isles— 

"Where burning Sappho loved and sung. 
Where grew the arts of tear and peace. 
Where Delos rose, and Phoebus sprung" 

we have seen the sea lashed by wet, wild winds 
till the white horses surged beneath flying manes 
of spume. Such climatic vagaries by contrast 
enhance the blue of heightened skies and the 
blue depths below for which the Mediterranean 
is justly famed. 
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The Navy League 
N.S.W. Branch 

Patron: 
His Excellency The Governor of N.S.W., 

The Lord Wakehurst, K.C.M.G. 

Rear Admiral J. B. Stevenson, C.M.G. 

Executive Committee: 
T. H. Silk, M.I.C.E., M.I.N.A. (Chairman) 

Sir Kelso King, S.S.D. 
Commander F. W. Hixson, O.B.E., 

S.SJ). 
Sir Thomas Gordon, Kt. 
Commander S. W. Spain 
Commander J . R. Patrick, R.D. 
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Sir Kelso King, S.S.D. C. M. C. Shannon 
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Robertson, Crane and Gibbons 
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MeCANN'S SHOE STORE 

10 WILLOUSHBY ROAD, CROW'S NEST 

Modern styles, comfortable fittings and com-

plete satisfaction await every customer at 

McCain's She* Store 
Telephone: XF 1939 

AIMS AND OBJECTS 
T h e Navy League Is a Volun ta ry Pa t r io t i c and 

non-Sectar ian Aaaoclatlon of Brl t lah Peoples, ent i re ly 
outside p a r t y politics, des i rous of r ende r ing the 
g rea t e s t service of which it Is capable to the Empi re , 
par t icu la r ly In connect ion wi th all m a t t e r s concern ing 
the sea. 

Ita Objects a r e : 

o enlist the suppor t of all c lasses in Main ta in ing 
t h e Navy a t t h e Requis i te S t a n d a r d of S t r eng th , 
not only wi th a view to the sa fe ty of ou r E m p i r e , 
bu t also wi th the objec t of secur ing Brl t lah pres t ige 
on every sea. a n d p ro tec t ing ou r vas t Mercant i le 
Marine. 

To b r ing home to every person In the E m p i r e t h a t 
commerce can only be guarded f r o m a n y possible 
a t t a c k by a Navy , In Conjunc t ion wi th t h e Air 
F a n e , sufficiently s t r o n g In all t he e lements which 
mode rn w a r f a r e demands . 

To encourage a n d develop the Navy League Sea 
Cadet Corps, not only wi th a view to keep ing alive 
the sea spi r i t of ou r race, b u t also to enable the 
Beys to Become Good Clttaons, b y l e a r n i n g dis-
cipline, d u t y a n d se l f - r e spec t 

Published monthly by the Navy League, N.8.W. Branch, a t their offices. Roysl Exchange, 54a Pitt Street, Sydney, and 
primed by Bsrrymore Press Ply. Ltd., <5 York Street, Sydney. 

G. E. CRANE & SONS | 
PTY. LTD. 

BUILDERS' SUPPLIES. ETC. 

P I T T S T R E E T 

S Y D N E Y 

BAKER E N G I N E E R I N G 
PTY. LTD. 

Specialists in Marine, Stationary and Road 
Diesel Engines, all classes of Machine Worlc, 

Aluminium and Bronze Castings. 

131 PARRAMATTA ROAD 

AUBURN, N.S.W. 

Telephone: UX 6007 

METAL MANUFACTURES 
Port Kembla, N.S.W. 

LTD. 

Maker* of . . 
SSSTYnB: W a - f c 

, 5JUJ.NO a g e n t s h Distributors In ,11 si.tr., 
»lrr. Cabin, rtr. 

BRITISH INSILATEU CAULKS LTD. M MI UIHtam St., Mrlb. Krntbla Bid*.. Sydney 

Tube. A Bran. wire 
kxox kchi.ai>i> * I'll. Collin. House, Mrlb Krntbla Hide.. Sydnrj 

MACHINE TOOLS 

WOODWORKING MACHINERY 

SMALL TOOLS 

ENGINEERS' SUNDRIES 

GOODALL & CO. PTY. LTD. 
Machinery Merchants 

301-305 KENT STREET SYDNEY 

'Phone: B77I4 (5 lines) 

PEARSON & McLEOD PTY. LTD. 
• 

GOOLD STREET, SYDNEY 

'Phone: MA 1350 

O 

I Machine Knives and Saws for All Trades 
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J O H N L Y S A G H T 
(Australia) PTY. LTD. 

33 MACQUARIE PLACE 

SYDNEY 

N.S.W. 

Telephone: B677I (4 lines) 

N ? y 

SAFETY IS .ALWAYS THE FIRST 
' , CONSIDERATION 
' f i f I 

Invest'in Life Assurance—Group or Individual 
. Fplicies—with 

T i i e PRUDENTIAL 
ASSURANCE COMPANY LTD. 

( I n c o r p o r a t e d in E n g l a n d ) 

The Largest Insurance Company in the 
British Commonwealth of Nations 

ASSETS EXCEED £354.000.000 

PRUDENTIAL BUILDING 

MARTIN PLACE SYDNEY 

Branches Throughout Australia and N.Z. 
It it m o r e c o n v e n i e n t t o h a v e ALL your i n s u r a n c e s 
with t h e o n e c o m p a n y . The P r u d e n t i a l t r a n s e c t s 
Life, Fi :e , A c c i d e n t a n d M a r i n e Business. 

Telephone: BW 2885 

CAPSTAN 
they're blended better 

Mild, Medium and Full 8trength 

AUSTRALIAN 

JOCKEY 

CLUB 

(A.J.C.) 
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Cockatoo Docks & 
Engineering Co. Pty. 

Ltd. 
C o n t r a c t o r s t o : . . 

H .M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY 

Ship-builders, Mar ine & Engineers 
G e n e r a l 

Inquiries invi ted 
C O C K A T O O ISLAND 

SYDNEY 
Phone : W 1941 (10 lines) | 

GIOBEX 
BEEF EXTRACT 

For appe t i s ing f lavour, s t reng th -bu i ld ing nourish 
ment and economy in use . . . you can ' t b e a t 
GLOBEX. It contains the fu l l s t rength and con-
c e n t r a t e d essence o f t h e pr imest beef and i t is 
made in a second. 
Try i t f o r soups, gravies, nour ishing beef tea. 
and i t makes real ly de l ic ious sandwiches . . 
b u t spread it th in ly . • 

O B T A I N A B L E F R O M A L L C H E M I S T S A N D STORES 

I , 2, 4 and 8 oz. jars or 4 and 8 oz. conta iners 

O B T A I N A B L E A L L L E A D I N G STORES 
M a n u f a c t u r e d Cy 

Matthews. Thompson & Co. Ltd. 
74-78 K I N G STREET. N E W T O W N 

A tew effort less rubs g ive a pe r fec t last ing surface 
•hot t ransforms wood floors, l inos, and fu rn i t u re into 
th ings of g l eaming beau ty . 

I METAL MANUFACTURES LTD. 
Port Kembla, N.S.W. 

Makrr* of . . . 
Non-Friruu* Wlrr and Stranded < onductom. l u b r n . 
Telephone t aMr*. Braldrd Wire and C ib ln i , r lc . 

SKI.LINO AOKNTS 
(with DUtrl batons In all State®> 

Wire. 1 » N m . etc. Tubr* X Hra»<» Wlrr 
KHITI>H I.NMILATKII KNOX M H I . U I ' 

C A R U M LTI». * ' « . . i t 
M-JW William St. , Mrlb. « ollln* Hoa»e. Melb. 
KrmMu Hide.. Sydney Krmbla Kids . Sydiir.. 

BIRT & COMPANY 
(PTY.) LIMITED 

4 BRIDGE STREET. SYDNEY. N .S .W. 

P.O. BOX 544 B . G .P .O. 

AUo at 

64 E a g l . Street, Brisbane: M u s g r a v . C o l d Stor .s, 

Stanley S t r . e t , South Brisbane. 

S H I P P I N G A N D G E N E R A L A G E N T S 

THE STAFF OF LIFE . . . 

is a STURDIER STAFF if spread with 

NORCO BUTTER 

Be sure to ask for— 

" T H E B U T T E R O F P E R F E C T I O N " 

F M I T C H E L L L I B R A R Y 

R UAR 
j SYDNEY-
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• 

At Australia's Front Door 
A brave and resolute foe is battering the north door of Australia. A no 

less brave and resolute people will repel him to the uttermost limit of their 
physical and material resources. 

All Australians now must clearly recognise the gravity of the great task con-
fronting them; they will hold on as grimly as their fathers held on at Oallipoli 
and win the gratitude of Australia and the admiration of the enemy. Every 
Australian seaman, soldier, airman and Chilian will do his duty in the supr m : 
hour of trial, sparing not himself, displaying a calm and unshakable courage In 
the fur}' of the bursting storm till the sun of victory shines again. 

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA! 
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Royal 
Packet Navigation Co. 

Ltd. 
(K.P.M. LINE) 

2 5 5 G E O R G E S T R E E T 

S Y D N E Y 

N.S.W. 

'.hono: BW 2381 

I 

D U C O N 

C O N D E N S E R S 

Condensers ere an integral part of all wirelets 

instal'ations. Ducon Condensers are renowned fo r 

t l ieir rel iabi l i ty. On shipboard the lives of men 

depend u p o i the effect ive funct ioning of the wire-

lots equipment. That is why Ducon Condensers are 

so o f ten specif ied by rad io engineers. 

• 

Ducon Condenser Pty. Ltd. 

E O U R K E STREET, W A T E R L O O , S Y D N E Y 

ALSO AT MELBOURNE 

Helping Australia's War Effort 

The St. JOHN 
Ambulance Brigade 

in the Service of Australia 

AS an e v e r - r e a d y e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e , 
t h e S t . J o h n A m b u l a n c e B r i g a d e 

h a s g r o w n vas t l y in i ts f u n c t i o n s a n d 
i m p o r t a n c e — a s p a r t of A u s t r a l i a ' s 
W a r Ef fo r t . 
In p r o v i d i n g I n s t r u c t o r s f o r n u m e r o u s 
w a r - t i m e o r g a n i s a t i o n s , in t r a i n i n g t h e 
pub l i c in First A i d , H o m e N u r s i n g a n d 
Ai r R a i d P r e c a u t i o n s , a n d in m a i n t a i n -
ing r e g u l a r m e d i c a l Fi rs t A i d S e r v i c e 
o n all p u b l i c a n d p a t r i o t i c o c c a s i o n s , 
t h e B r i g a d e h a s w o n f o r i ts na t ior .a l 
u s e f u l n e s s a w i d e a p p r e c i a t i o n t h a t is 
r ichly d e s e r v e d . 

Til. St. John Br ig .d . pl«y« rH p.rt—«nd 
Q . n t . i Empire Airw.y. are pl . .»ed to co-
operate wherever poulble with this n.tion.lly 
important 0r9.ni t . t i0n. 

This M M t a b p r . i . n t . d by 

Qantas Empire Airways 
SYDNEY - MELBOURNE - BRISBANE 
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NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES 
FACTS OF INTEREST 

Area 
J a v a 
S u m a t r a 
B o r n e o 
Ce lebes 
O t h e r I s l a n d s 

132.274 Sq. K M. 
471.550 ,. 
533.838 „ 
189.536 „ 
572.553 .. 

T o t a l 1.899.751 Sq. K M 

Principal Exports 

S u g a r 
R u b b e r 
Coffee 
T e a 
P a l m Oil 
K a p o k 
C o p r a 
C o p r a C a k e 
Sizal H . r . i p F i b r e 
P e p p e r 
l a s ~ a v a P r o d u c t s 
l o c o n u t Oil 
Ci t io . ie i la Oil 

M e t r i c Vons 
Y e a r 1938 

1.085.640 
320.358 

70.168 
81.876 

220.989 
16.342 

562.106 
93.155 
90.140 
55.540 

249.871 
20.361 

2.328 

Exports of Minerals 
Y e a r 193f. 

T i n a n d T i n O r e M e t r i c T o n s 26.618 
Coal 39.250 
P e t r o l e u m a n d P r o d u c t s „ ,. C.031.677 

Railways Open to Public Traffic 
4,613 mi l e s 

Principal Shipping Companies 
K o n l n k l l j k e P a k e t v a a r t Ml]. 325.871 g r . reg . t o n s 
S t o o m v a a r t MiJ. N e d e . i a n d 277.354 
R o t t e r d a m s c h e Lloyd 334.499 
D e u t a c h - A u s t . a l l s che 

D a m p f s c h i l i s - G e s e l l s c h a f t A.G. 206.465 
J a v a - C h i n a J a p a n L ine 89.792 

Total 
E u r o -
p e a n s 

J a v a 193.257 
S u m a t r a 28.707 
B o r n e o 5,765 
Celebea 7,921 
Moluccas 4,844 
O t h e r I s l a n d s 1,517 

242.011 

Population 

N a t i v e s 
40.889.497 

7,733,620 
2,041,845 
4,168,186 

875.769 
3.434,111 

Chinese , 
e t c . T o t a l 

634.478 41.717,524 
476.243 8,238,570 
146,923 2.194,533 

50.479 4,226,586 
12,417 893.030 
23,154 3,458,782 

98,143,028 1,343.878 60,731,025 

Population of the Principal Towns 
E u r o - N a - Ch in - O t h e r 

P l a c e p e a n s l ives cse O r i e n t a l s T o t a l 
J A V A — 

O a t a v l a .". 47.906 325.978 71,688 6,388 435.181 
S o u r a b a y a 25.900 271.275 38.871 5,629 341.675 
B a n d o e n g 25.200 158.964 24.838 — 209,002 
S e m a r a n g 12.587 175,457 27,423 2,329 217.796 
M a l a n g 7.463 70.662 7.831 690 83.646 
Mces to r Corne l ia 5.946 83,677 7.127 1.081 97.831 
D j o k j a k a r t a 5 593 121.979 8.913 164 136.649 
B u i t e n z o r g 5.233 51.935 7.179 1.084 65.431 
Magc ian i ; 4.169 43,948 4.633 194 52,944 
S o u r a k a i t a 3.225 149.585 11 286 1.388 165.484 
S o e k a b o e m i 2.259 27.183 4.587 162 34.191 
S a l a t l g a 1.977 20.361 1,822 114 24,274 
Madlocn 1.681 36.903 3 174 114 41.872 
C h e r i b o n 1.653 42.667 8.191 1.568 54.079 
r e g a l 1.296 37,182 3.277 1.260 43.015 
Kedi r l 1.028 43.733 3.69S 108 43.567 
P .UMATRA— 

r . c i l an 4.293 41.270 27.287 3.734 76.5M 
P - i d a n g 2.5S.J 10,744 7.263 1.455 52,051 
l ' j l c m b a n g 1.895 8fi.8£,2 15.192 3.876 108,145 
L C K N E O -

L a n d j e r m a a i n 917 57,822 5.014 1,015 65,698 
C E L E B E S -

M a c a s s a r 3.477 65.445 15.333 CC0 84.055 
Llcnado 1,30 J 2 0 . 0 1 5 . 5 1 9 58 J 27.544 

M O L U C C A S — 

Anibo ina 1.873 13,587 1.120 713 17.334 

PLEASE NOTE 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s o f a s u i t a b l e n a t u r e 

a r e c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d , a n d s h o u l d b e 
a d d r e s s e d t o t h e E d i t o r , t h e " N a v y 

" L e a g u e J o u r n a l , " R o y a l E x c h a n g e 
B u i l d i n g , B r i d g e S t r e e t , S y d n e y 
T h e N a v y L e a g u e d o e s n o t n e c e s -

s a r i l y e n d o r s e t h e o p i n i o n s o f c o n -
t r i b u t o r s t o t h e J o u r n a l . 

T e l e p h o n e B 7 8 0 8 
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Facts About Paradise Isles, Hawaii Territory, U.S.A. 
(We are indebted to "Paradise of the Pacific" 

for this information concerning Honolulu.) 
THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS (annexed 1898) 

became a Territory and "an integral part of the 
United States of America" in 1900. Hawaii is 
neither a "colony" nor a "possession"; nor is it 
a "dependency." 

The principal islands of Hawaii, comprising a 
chain about 375 miles long and lying in the 
North Pacific between 18-54 and 22-14 N. Lat., 
and 154-48 and 160-13 W. Long., beginning with 
the northernmost, with square mileage noted, 
are: Niihau, 73; Kauai, 547; Oahu, 598; Molokai, 
261; Lanai, 139; Maui, 728; Kahoolawe, 44, and 
Hawaii, 4,015. Total, 6,405. 

DISCOVERY 
Spaniards shipwrecked at Kona, Hawaii, 1527: 

(Spaniard) Juan Gaetano's discovery, 1555. 
•Discovery by Captain Cook, 1788; death of Cook 
a t Kealakekua, Hawaii (where monument 
stands), 1779. 

LATER HISTORY 
Vancouver visited islands 1792, 1793, 1794. 

Kamehameha I set up monarchy, 1795; died 
1819 (age 82). Idolatry abolished 1819, first 
American missionaries arriving in year following. 
Recognition of independence by United States, 
1842. Reciprocity t reaty with U.S., 1876. King 
Kalakaua, aged 55, reigned 17 years, died 1891, 
succeeded by Queen Liliuokalani (born 1838), 
died Nov. 11, 1917, who was deposed 1893, when 
provisional government was established, followed 
by Republic of Hawaii, 1894. Insurrection sup-
pressed, 1895. United States annexed islands, 
1898. Territorial government established, 1900. 

CUMATE 
Mild, equable and comfortable all year round. 

In Honolulu in 1921, the maximum temperature 
was reported at 87 deg. and the minimum 62 deg., 
with a mean relative humidity of 68.5 deg. Sel-
dom has the thermometer shown a greater varia-
tion than 30 degrees throughout the year and 
from 7 to 10 degrees between midnight and mid-
day. While it is practically perpetual summer 
a t sea level, any climate, even to freezing, may 
be obtained by ascending the mountains. Fogs 
and hurricanes are unknown. Snow is found 
only on the highest peaks. No snakes. Average 
maximum temperature for 30 years, 73.77 de-
grees. Average annual rainfall, 30 years, 28.31 in. 

CHIEF SCENIC WONDERS 

Hawaii National Park (dedicated 1921), in-
cluding the occasionally active volcano, Kilauea, 
31 miles from Hilo, island of Hawaii; the inter-
mittently active summit crater of Mauna Loa, 
island of Hawaii, elevation 13,675 feet; the 
crater of Haleakala, island of Maui, elevation 
10,032 feet, area 19 square miles, largest quies-
cent crater in the world. 

Waimea Canyon, Kauai, 3,000 feet deep (a 
miniature Grand Canyon of the Colorado). 

The Pali, Oahu, 6 miles from Honolulu; 1,200-
foot precipice and magnificent panorama. 

POPULATION 

The fourteenth census of the United States, 
completed April 1, 1930, shows the population 
of Hawaii on that date to be 368,336. Compared 
with a population of 255,912 in 1920, this shows 
an increase during the ten years of 112,424 or 
a fo r t j -four per cent, increase. 

The estimated population of the Territory as 
of June 30, 1934, was 378,948, classified as to 
racial descent as follows: 

Hawaiian 21,796 
Caucasian-Hawaiian 18,: 
Asiatic-Hawaiian 16,250 
Portuguese 29,236 
Porto Rican 7,280 
Spanish 1,267 
Other Caucasian 45,888 
Chinese 26,989 
Japanese 148,024 
Korean 6,638 
Filipino 56,700 
All Others 711 

378,948 

The Island of Oahu is one municipality, "City 
and County of Honolulu," the population being 
207,004. The city proper, capital of the Territory, 
on leeward and south-western side, has a popu-
lation of 141,976. The Island of Hawaii (about 
the size of Connecticut), 60,502; Hilo, chief city 
of this largest of the island*, 15,409; Maui, with 
Kahoolawe, Lanai and Molokai (Maui County) 
58,300; Kauai, with Niihau (Kauai County), 
37,176. 

I M l TNI NAVY LRAftUi JOURNAL 
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DISTANCES FROM HONOLULU 
Auckland 3,850 Hong Kong 4,961 
Los Angeles 2,232 
Manila 4,803 
Panama 4,665 
Samoa 2,290 
San Francisco 2,100 
Seattle 2,401 
Sitka 2,395 
Suva 2,736 
Sydney 4,424 
Tahiti 2,389 
Unalaska '. 2,016 
Victoria 2,343 
Yokohama 3,445 

ELEVATIONS AND DIMENSIONS 

Feet 
Mauna Kea (Hawaii) 13,825 
Mauna Loa (Hawaii), intermittent 

volcano 13,675 
Haleakala (Maui), quiscent crater 10,032 
Hualalai (Hawaii) 8,275 
Waialeale (Kauai) 5,170 
Kaala (Oahu) 4,030 
Kilauea (Hawaii), active volcano 4,000 
Konahuanui (Oahu) 3,105 
Tantalus (Oahu) 2,013 
Pali (Oahu) 1,214 

HALEAKALA (largest crater in the world— 
quiescent). Area, 10 square miles; circumference, 
20 miles; length, 7.48 miles; width, 2.37 miles; 
elevation, 10,032 feet. 

KILAUEA (active crater) . Area, 4.14 square 
miles; circumference, 7.85 miles; width, 2.96 
miles; elevation, 4,000 feet. 

MOKUAWEOWEO (summit crater of Mauna 
Loa). Area, 3.70 square miles; circumference, 
9.47 miles; length, 3.7 miles; width, 1.74 miles; 
elevation, 13,675 feet. 

WAR LOAN 

YOUR SUPPORT IS 

NECESSARY NOW! 

BEST WISHES from 

Mackenzie & Petersen 
Pty. Ltd. 

Lighterage Contractors 

FOOT OF ERSKINE STREET 
SYDNEY 

'Phone BW 1714-5 for all enquiries 

P.D .F . 

Health Stores 

Noted for . . . 

DRIED FRUITS 

NUTS 

HEALTH CEREALS 
and 

HEALTH CHOCOLATES 

e 

SYDNEY . . . SUBURBS . . . and COUNTRY 
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POOLE & STEEL 
PTY. LTD. 

43 STEPHEN STREET 
BALMAIN 

N.S.W. 

GENERAL ENGINEERS 
BOILERMAKERS 

SHIPBUILDERS 
DREDGE BUILDERS 

Plans, Specifications and Estimates prepared 
for Mining Dredges and Plant of all kinds. 
Electric Welding and Oxy-Acetylene Work. 

Telegrams: 

"POOLSTEEL," BALMAIN, N.S.W. 

Telephones: WBI03I , WB 1058 

W. G. PICKRELL 
PTY. LTD. 

42 KING STREET NEWTOWN 

• ENGINEERS 
• ELECTRIC WELDERS 

• SHEET METAL WORKERS 

Contractors for Steel Lockers to the 
Naval Board for Coastal Defence Vessels 

P.O. Box 44, Newtown 

'Phone: LA 5084 (3 lines) 

N O W IS THE TIME 

BUY A.VB HtiLrt 

W A R SAVINGS 
C E R T I F I C A T E S 

D O I T T O - D A Y ! 

North Coast Steam 

Navigation Co. Ltd. 

3 SUSSEX STREET 

SYDNEY 

'Phone BW 2441 (7 lines) 
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Courtesy "S.M. Herald." 

H.M.S. BARHAM SUNK 
H.M.S. Barham of the Royal Navy was sunk by a German submarine 

off the North African coast on November 25th last with a heavy death-roll. 
Berlin radio reported the sinking of a battleship of the Barham class a t the 
end of November, but this claim was not confirmed by the British Admiralty 
until the closing days of January, 1942. The admission of loss is not usually 
made until all the next of ldn of casualties have been notified, this being one 
of the reasons for the lapse of time between the date of sinking and its official 
publication. 

"OUR HEARTS ARE WITH YOU" 
Such was the message radioed by the B.B.C. 

to the people and defenders of Singapore. How 
hollow it sounds! 

Two years and a half of war! 
» 

The world's richest and largest empire and a 
message to the stricken and dying! No less a 
message than this should have been possible: 
"Men, planes, guns, tanks to sweep the enemy 
before you, arrive to-morrow." How much more 
heartening! How much more useful than "Our 
hearts are with you." 

A surfeit of good wishes, no matter how heart-
felt and sincere cannot stop a well-equipped, 
determined and well-led army. 

France, Belgium, Norway, Greece, Crete, 

Malaya, Singapore all branded with the indelible 
words: Brave men, supreme sacrifices, shortage 
of planes, shortage of war-winning equipment, 
and, as a result of shortages, equally indelible 
is the inevitable retreat. 

I t is remembered that accredited spokesmen 
promised the people of Australia month:: ar*o 
that in future our fighting forces would meet 
the foe on equal terms at least, meaning tho 
provision of fighting equipment in quality and 
quantity no whit inferior to that m the hands 
of their opponents, also air strength capable of 
successfully combating and exhausting any air 
power matched against them. How different the 
fulfilment f rom the promise! 

Almost every war correspondent reiterates the 
cry: "More planes"! "More planes"! 
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There is only one way to be sure of t he f u tu re . . . 

SAVE FOR IT 
This U a time for the bending of every effort to 
the common e r n e of winning the war. 
Australia Is up against Its greatest crisis and 
only if every citixen restricts his or her spending 
to abeolute necessities, and saves every possible 
penny, can victory eventually be won. 
As never before. Saving is of national and most 
immediate Importance. You can do your bit. 
as every Australian should and as every true 
Australian undoubtedly wil l—Save for safety . 

A Commonwealth Savings Bank 
A c c o u n t prov ides the easiest, most e f fec t i ve way. 

IT IS O f THE U T M O S T I M M E D I A T E N A T I O N A L 
I M P O R T A N C E T H A T EVERY C I T I Z E N S H O U L D 

SAVE 

E. E. HARPER ft SONS PTY. LTD. 
HARBER STREET, ALEXANDRIA 

Manu fac tu re rs of al l descr ip t ions o f ar t ic les 
in Sheet Meta ls , S ta i n l eu Steel , C o p p e r , 
Brass and Msintz M e t a l , H o s p i t a l Equ ipmen t , 
Lockers. Steri l izers, Tanks, ate. 

STAINLESS STEEL SINKS" AND DRAINING 
BOARDS A SPECIALITY 

Government Contractors — State & Federal 

P.O. Box 33, Alexandria 

'Phone: LA 3681 (4 lines) 
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AUSTRALIA'S AlpF THE FUTURE 
Nearly 5,000 Australian boys aged between 

16 and 18 years have already joined the Air 
Training Corps to fit themselves for enlistment 
in the Royal Australian Air Force as soon as 
they are old enough to join the arm of the 
Services in which Australians are making a 
•olid contribution toward the defence of Aus-
tralia. 

The first batch of youths who enrolled in the 
become members of the Royal Australian Air 
Corps is now eligible for entry to the R.A.A.F. 
and will be absorbed in the Empire Air Training 
Scheme early this year. 

The Air Training Corps, ultimately to consist 
of 84 squadrons comprising 12,000 Cadets, will 
be drawn from the cream of Australia's boys. 
There are 190,000 boys in Australia between the 
age limits of the corps, and from this number 
air Cadets will be chosen for their suitability to 
Force when they are old enough. 

The Australian Government places great fai th 
in the Air Training Corps as a reservoir from 
which will flow a steady stream of Australia's 
air aces of the fu ture . 

Because of great call-ups of men from the 
Army, necessitating unforeseen issues of uni-
forms and equipment, it has been found that 
the supply of uniforms for the Air Training 
Corps will not now be possible. Distinguishing 
badges will, however, be issued and the Corps 
will be organised on Air Force lines. Many of 
the cadets already enrolled in the 47 squadrons 
formed before the end of 1941 have been given 
a preliminary course of training to ascertain 
^whether they are suitable for undergoing the 
full syllabus embracing such subjects as mathe-
matics, science, theory of flight and aircraft 
recognition. Cadets have shown great interest 
in their work and instructional parades have 
been well attended. 

Since the outbreak of war with Japan, arrange-
ments have been made for all Cadets to be 
'trained in aircraft recognition, A.R.P. and antl-
,gas work so tha t they may be available to local 
A.R.P. organisations in the event of an c m e r 
gency. F 

Australia's air Cadets of to-day are Australia'* 
„ (air crews of to-morrow, and in this knowledge 
" they are preparing themselves for the time when 

their service will be transferred from the class-
rooms and parade ground to the battlefields of 
the air. 

Youths who want to fit themselves to fight 
Australia 's air battle should make contact with 
Wing Headquarters in their home State. Ad-
dresses are:— 

No. 1 Wing H.Q., A.T.C., Kelvin Hall, Collins 
Place, Melbourne. 

No. 2 Wing, Prudential Building, Martin Place, 
Sydney. 

No. 3 Wing, Norman Chambers, 49-55 Creek 
Street, Brisbane. 

No. 4 Wing, A.M.P. Building, King William 
Street, Adelaide. 

No. 5 Wing, A.N.A. House, S t George's Terrace, 
Per th . 

No. 6 Wing, 178 Macquarie Street, Hobart. 

—From Dept. of Information. 

WAR INCOMES 

Increased taxation to produce levelling in pay, 
for the duration of the war, among all men and 
women engaged in industry, was advocated in a 
resolution adopted by the N.S.W. Council of 
the N.S.W. Returned Sailors and Soldiers' League 
recently. The resolution reads:— 

"In view of the present inequality of sacrifice 
caused through the present system, representa-
tions be made to the Federal Government to 
have instituted the R.S.L. policy of total con-
scription of wealth, industry and man-power; 
tha t all men and women engaged in industry in 
Australia be placed on the same ra te of pay; 
and tha t the Federal Government be asked to 
increase taxation to level all incomes accord-
ingly." 

W A R L O A N 

YOUR SUPPORT 

IS NECESSARY NOW! 

E L E C T R I C A L E N G I N E E R S 
C O N T R A C T O R S 

Repairs and Maintenance 
e 

F . R . B O W M A N 
21 JERSEY ROAD WOOLLAHRA 
SYDNEY 
• 

Telephones: FL4232 Private: FW 5047 

J. J. HOELLE ft CO. 
(Government Contractors) 

TERMINALS, Etc. 

Manufacturers of Utilux Reading and 
Portable Hand Lamps, Transformers and 

Grillers, ctc. 

47-49 ALMA STREET 
DARLINGTON 

Phone: MX 1541 

MARINE & GENERAL ENGINEERS 

Contractors to Min. of Munitions 

NAVAL SHIPBUILDERS, etc. 

W. E. SMITH 
3-5 CAMBRIDGE STREET 

MILLERS POINT SYDNEY 

"Phone: BW6I59 
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SELLERS FABRICS PTY. LTD. 

^OWDEN STREET 

ALEXANDRIA, N.S.W. 

Telephone: MX 1316 

Canvas and Duck 
Manufacturers 

H A N S M A N 
HIGH-GRADE FOOTWEAR 

all condition*. 

FROM ALL LEADING STORES 

Manufactured by 

HANSMAN PTY. LTD. 

M A R I O N STREET, REDFERN 
SYDNEY 

NEW LANGHAM HOTEL 
II YORK STREET, SYDNEY 

Spacious Lounges and Dining Halls 

Centrally situated alongside Wynyard Station 

Telephone: BW 7189-4973 

THE NEW LANGHAM HOTEL 
is now under the management of 

Mr. F. C . Wooldridge 

J. c . LUDOWICI * SON LTD. 

117 YORK STREET 
SYDNEY 

T e l e p h o n e : M434I (4 l i ne . ) 

POWER TRANSMISSION ENGINEERS 

LEATHER BELTING MAKERS 

G. ADAMS & SON 

180 GARDENER'S ROAD, MASCOT 

Telephone: FF I73S 

Makers of 

WOODEN AIRSCREWS 

Approved by 

Air Board and Civi l Aviat ion Department 

Contractors to the Defence Department 

WM. N. BARRON PTY. LTD. 

MERCHANTS IN 

SPECIALISED STEELS ' 
e 

22-24 WYNDHAM STREET 

ALEXANDRIA 

SYDNEY 

e 
'Phones: MX 3436-3437 
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SEA CADET NOTES 
Mr. E. Barton, O.C. Manly Navy League Sea 

Cadets, reports plenty of activity at the depot. 
The whaler is receiving a thorough overhaul 
and will Boon be spick and span and in com-
mission again. Two Cadets specially mentioned 
by the O.C. for keenness and attention to duty' 
are Signaller Victor Lloyd and Bosun Jack 
Mitchell. Both lads are seeking an opportunity 
to join the Merchant Navy, where they should 
do well. 

* * * 

Mr. J . H. Hammond, O.C. "Victory" Depot, 
North Sydney, reports tha t about 70 Cadeln 
took part in the Australia Day celebrations. 

The Gordon cutter mooring has been moved 
from the west to the east side of Neutral Bay 
on instructions from the Maritime Services 
Board. The change was rendered necessary 
owing to vessels again using the gas wharf. 
Mr. Williams has carried on at the depot during 
the O.C.'s temporary absence and has given 

much valuable time and excellent service to the 
Company. 

The sub-branch committee, of which Mrs. 
Perko, is Hon. Secretary, meets a t the depot as 
occasion arises and attends to necessary business 
connected with the sub-branch. 

• • • 

Mr. H. Collins, O.C. Woolwich unit, reports 
that the local Committee, presided over by Mr. 
Fairland, is providing certain necessary equip-
ment for the Company and arranging f e r the 
repair of the slipway. 

• * * 

Generally, Sea Cadet activities are satisfactory, 
but most of the older Cadets have been absorbed 
in various war industries and are unable to 
attend the depots as regularly as formerly. • • • 

About 100 Cadets of North Sydney unit visited 
an American-Filipino hospital ship recently. 

— NAVAL AWARDS — — 
The Naval Board announced that the following awards had been approved 

by the King for Royal Australian Naval personnel:— 

The circumstances surrounding the awards were not made known, except 
that the recipients were serving in a destroyer overseas. 

BAB TO D.S.O.—Commander A. S. ROSENTHAL, D.S.O., R.A.N. 
D.S.C.—Schoolmaster R. G. FENNESSY, R.A.N. 
D.S.M.—Able-Seaman J. S. McLEOD, Able-Seaman J. V. HEALEY. 
MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES.—Sub-Lieut. P. S. COLCLOUGH, D.S.C., 

R.A.N.V.R., Leading Seaman A. M. KR^UTZ. 

Commander Rosenthal was awarded the D.S.O. in November, 1941, for hia 
services in the Mediterranean. Born in Sydney, he entered the Royal Australian 
Naval College in December, 1914. He was sent to Britain for exchange duty 
a f te r the war. He was promoted lieutenant in 1922, lieutenant-commander in 
1930, and commander in 1937. 

Schoolmaster Fennessy joined the R.A.N, with that rank in 1938. Since 
early last year he has been serving in a destroyer overseas. 

Able-Seaman McLeod, who is a native of Coolac, N.S.W., was an engine 
driver before joining the R.A.N, in 1938. He was rated an able seaman in 
March, 1940. j, 

' 
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"WHAT IS A COMMANDO?" 
AUSTRALIANS DO NOT LIKE THE WORD 

The word "Commando" is much in the news 
a t present, and no doubt as the war progresses 
we shall hear much more of it. I t is a word of 
Portuguese origin, commander, meaning a com-
mand, and was used by the South African Dutch 
and familiarised in the Boer War. In effect it 
is a small raiding par ty whose success depends 
upon the dash of its leader and the initiative 
of the men under him. Courage and mobility 
are important factors, and Australian troops, 
both in the last war and in the present, have 
proved themselves masters in the ar t of this 
type of warfare. 

The splitting up of the Boer Army into small 
Commandos was largely responsible for the 
splendid opposition it offered against the British 
forces and for greatly prolonging the struggle. 
Specially selected groups, well mounted, and 
each man a crack rifle-shot, repeatedly threw 
into disorder very much larger bodies of troops, 
and af ter inflicting serious damage, would vanish 
as mysteriously as they appeared. 

Guerrilla warfare is somewhat akin to com-
mando fighting. Guerrilla groups work more in-
dependently, and are not, in the main, attached 
to central commands. They are generally iso-
lated, wandering bands who harass the enemy 
when and how they can. The word "guerrilla" 
is derived from the Spanish word "guerra," 

ROGERS MEAT CO. PTY. LTD. 

CARCASE BUTCHERS 

247 GEORGE STREET SYDNEY 

Contractors to Defence Forces 

meaning war. In 1808-14 guerrilla bands fought 
against France, and some joined service with the 
Duke of Wellington. 

Mr. Ian Fitchett, the noted Australian official 
war correspondent, in reporting the success of 
a detached Australian group in Malaya, states 
that the Australians do not like the word "Com-
mando." I t may be that they will themselves 
coin a word for their unconventional forays. 

In the last war, raids on enemy trenches to 
bring back a prisoner or two for questioning, 
or for identification of the opposing divisions, 
*>ere commonplace incidents, and generally were 
successfully accomplished. 

In the present war the Australian defenders 
of Tobruk, particularly the men out on the 
perimeter, won a well-deserved and wonderful 
reputation for their nightly explorations in 
enemy territory which as often as not resulted 
not only in securing essential information, but 
in inflicting serious damage on the enemy before 
they returned to their trenches. 

Whatever name may ultimately apply to these 
highly exciting and extremely profitable excur-
sions the initiative, resource and valour of the 
Australian troops will be linked with them. It 
is the possession of these qualities that fits the 
Australians for the task.—From the Department 
of Information. 

FREDERICK ROSE LTD. 
Panel Manufacturers and Suppliers of Airply 

for Aeroplane Framework 

MENTMORE AVENUE, ROSEBERY 

Telephone: MU247I 

And Furniture Warehouse 

208 CLARENCE STREET, SYDNEY 

Telephone: M A 6 I I I 

Meat Hall, Homebush: UM 6542-8745 

Heed Office: BW2874 
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Courtesy "8.M. Herald." 

H.M.S. ARK ROYAL 
The of t " s u n k " a i rcraf t carrier a* the result of an 

enemj torpedo attack. 

FOR THE MODERN HOME—specify 

Sanitary Ware and Plumbers' Hardware 

Paints and Colour Materials 

Chrome and Electro Plating 

From . , , 

WATSON & CRANE PTY. LTD. 
373-375 PIH STREET 

Telephone: M 2181 (6 lines) 

I SIDNEY WILLIAMS & CO. PTY. 
I LTD. 

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS 

Manufacturers of 
"COMET" WINDMILLS 

and other famous 

"COMET" PRODUCTS 

Works and Gene ra l Of f ice : 

CONSTITUTION ROAD, DULWICH HILL 

SYDNEY N.S.W. 

'Phones: LM 2491 ( 6 lines) | 
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An 82 ton Dauglal B-19 flying battleship being flight-tested before being handed over to the 
U.S. Army. These sty mammoths have the greatest load-carrying capacity and the longest 

non-stop range of any 'plane yet built. 

ELMA 
DIAMOND PRODUCTS 

Metal Imprcg a ted Diamond Laps & Wheels 
Emery Wheel Dressers 

Hand Laps 
Industrial Diamonds of all Types 

G . A N D It I E S 

245 7 PITT STREET SYDNEY 

Telephone: MA 3995 

You can bo ccsured of a Good Drink by 
visit ing-

WATSONS PARAGON HOTEL 
Circular Quay 

BOTTLE DEPARTMENT 
FLAGONS ALE 

B4223 Telephone B4223 

DARLING ISLAND STEVEDORING 
& LIGHTERAGE CO. LTD. 

PYRMONT SYDNEY 

W H O WISH THE LEAGUE EVERY SUCCESS 
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fre ifcu in the faaQUC 
Whif HCt? 
THE NAVY LEAGUE IS. . . 

a WATCHDOG of National and Imperial 
security, 

an ENEMY of apathy in all matters 
naval and maritime, 

a TRAINER of the citizens of to-morrow, 

a PRESERVER of our glorious sea 
heritage. 

a If you subscribe to these Ideals you should subscribe te 

the League's funds for their more perfect attainment. 
I 

THE LEAGUE NEEDS NEW MEMBERS 

WHY NOT JOIN N O W I 
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A I M S A N D O B J E C T S 

Th* Navy League l> a Voluntary Pat r io t ic and 
non-Sectarian Association of Brit ish Peoples, entirely 
.iitstde par ty politics, desirous of render ing the 
greatest service of which It Is capable to the Empire, 
part icularly in connection with all ma t t e r s concerning 
the sea. 

Its Objects are: 

To enlist the support of all classes In Maintaining 
the Navy a t the Requisite Standard of Strength, 
not only with a view to the safe ty of our Empire , 
but also with the object of securing Brit ish prestige 
on every sea. and protect ing our vast Mercantile 
Marine. 

To br ing home to every person in the Empi re tha t 
commerce can only be guarded f rom any possible 
a t t ack by a Navy, in Conjunction with the Air 
Force, sufficiently s t rong In all the elements which 
modern wa r f a r e demands. 

To encourage and develop the Navy League Saa 
Cadet Corps, not only with a view to keeping alive 
the sea spiri t of our race, but also to enable the 
Boys to Become Good Clttsans, by learning dis-
cipline. duty and self-respect. 

Published monthly by the Navy League, N.S.W. Branch, at their offices. Royal Exchange, 54a Pitt Street, Sydney, and 
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"LET US TO THE 
TASK, TO THE BATTLE 

AND THE TOIL" 
W I N S T O N C H U R C H I L L 

These ringing words contain a message 
of the utmost significance. Let us pledge 
our strength, our efforts, our money and 
determination to the attainment of Vic-
tory and a lasting Peace. 

"The Empire and har Allies e x p e c t t h a t eve ry 
man will d o his d u t y . " 

Peek Frean's Digestive 
Ovals give you all the 
nourishment o f s u n -
ripened wheat and the 
roughage of good Aus-
tralian bran. And they 
are so deliciously baked 
that they are a treat to 
eat—rough and crunchy, 
with a full rich flavour. 

DIGESTIVE OVALS 

SPECIALISTS IN CABINET A N D 

JOINERY TIMBERS OF ALL KINDS 

5,000.000 feet In stock 

MOULDINGS TO A N Y DETAIL 

D. HARDY & SONS PTY. LTD. 
451-475 GLEBE ROAD, GLEBE, SYDNEY 

N E W S O U T H WALES 

'Phone: M W 2683 (7 lines) 

AARON'S 
EXCHANGE HOTEL 
N o . I G R E S H A M STREET 

MEALS A LA CARTE 

Everything True to Label 

'Phone: B W 2 I 6 I 'Phone: B W 2 I 6 I 

L. A . WOOLDRIDGE, Manager. 

K. A . WOOLDRIDGE. Managing Director. 

M A C H I N E TOOLS 

W O O D W O R K I N G MACHINERY 

SMALL TOOLS 

ENGINEERS' SUNDRIES 

GOODALL & CO. PTY. LTD. 
Machinery Merchan t s 

301-305 KENT STREET SYDNEY 

'Phone: B 7 7 I 4 (5 lines) 

J. W. McGREGOR & CO. 

WOOLBROKERS 

5 BOND STREET, SYDNEY 

N.S .W. 

'Phone: B 6 4 2 9 
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CAPSTAN 
they're blended better 

Mild, Medium and Full Strength 

'Phone 
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for ALL 
TIMBER QUOTATIONS 

BEDROCK PRICES 
O u r ef f ic ient e q u i p m e n t and la rge-sca le buying en-
ab l e us t o o f fe r qual i ty t i m b e r a t absolu te ly b e d r o c k 
p r i c c t . C o m p r e h e n s i v e stocks of all wan ted t imbe r s 
a r e m a i n t a i n e d , a i r -ccasoned or ki ln-dried. P r o m p t 
del ivery . 
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GARDENER'S ROAD - - MASCOT 

Geared to Service 
-since 1884 

WILL IAM A D A M S A N D C O M P A N Y LIM-
ITED have been serving the Australasian 
Engineering and Industrial Worlds for over 
half a century. We can supply engineering 
needs, including machinery, tools, steel of all 
descriptions, electrical reguirements. and an 
extensive ranae of cc i rnod i t ies illustrated in 
our catalogue. 

= W I L L I A M ADAMS — 
& COMPANY LIMITED 
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MELBOURNE, BRISBANE. ADELAIDE and PERTH 

Flavour - Sealed 
Imperial 

H A M P E 

A delicious new appetite thrill, 
to serve. Try it with fried 

salad—or in toasted sandwiches. 

RIVERSTONE MEAT C O . PTY. LTD. 
Sydney 

A MEAL IN EVERY CAN ! 
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THE STAFF OF LIFE . . . 
is a STURDIER STAFF if spread with 

NORCO BUTTER 

Be sure to ask for— 

"THE BUTTER OF PERFECTION" 

EMBROIDERED BADGES. HAT BANDS 
CLOTHING. TAPES, etc.. 

Manufactured by 

H. SCHIESS & SONS 
PTY. LTD. 

522-8 CANTERBURY ROAD 
CAMPSIE, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

' P h o n e : LF38I8 

"KNOW YOUR ONIONS" 

Carter's Are Best 

CARTER BROS. (PRESERVES) 
PTY. LTD. 

228 230 WYNDHAM STREET 

ALEXANDRIA 

Peek Frean's D 
Ovals give you a I the 
nourishment o t s u " 
opened wheat and the 
roughage good Aus 
tra"an bra". A -d the* 
are so aelcious.y bated 
that they are a treat to 
eat—rough ana crunch, 
* : th a ful rich ( a vou ' . 

DIGESTIVE OVAIS 

Better and British . . . 

••HOFFMANN M 

Ball and Roller 

"TIMKEN " 
Taparad Roller Bearings 

Bearing Service Co. of Aust. 
Pty. Ltd. 

38 WENTWORTH AVENUE 
SYDNEY 

Telephone : M 6038 

SELLERS FABRICS PTY. LTD. 

BOWDEN STREET 

ALEXANDRIA, N.S.W. 

Telephone: MX 1316 

Canvas and Duck 
Manufacturers 
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NOW — AND AFTER 
The movement of the war in the Pacific and Indian Oceans would seem to 

make manifest Britain's inability to render effective aid in Australia at present. 
The responsibility and burden of ilefence thus falls on uur own shoulders, but-
tressed by all the aid it is in the power of the United States of America to send 
to us. Such help must be determined by the available ships and space to carry 
essential war supplies, by the armed protection to convoy fhe shi|>s across the 
vast ocean spaces, and by the means at fhe disposal of the Axis, particularly 
the Japanese, to prevent ships and supplies from reaching Australian ports. 

The problems presented by ocean distances, especially the continued pro-
tection and maintenance of vital communications can only be solved by sea-
power and carried aircraft, unless the control of convenient bases permits the 
use of other methods of safeguarding convoys. Sea-power becomes a double-
edged weapon when your opponent possesses it too. 

If Japan can successfully maintain her sea-superiority against the Allies, 
Australia's danger is intensified a hundredfold, for the nation controlling the 
sea-ways may also be in possession of transferable air-power to strike where 
and when it wills, the attackers holding the elements of surprise and direction 
in the hollow of their hands. 

The story of this war is one of supreme effort by friend and foe alike, and 
provides an epic of human endeavour, achievement, and human and material loss 
on a world scale, beside which the deeds, gains and losses of the Caesars, the 
Alexanders, Ghengis Khans, Napoleons and Nelsons are mere incidents. 

The pattern of things to come is now being hammered out on a human 
anvil, and its consequences are destined to be the yeast to those nations resilient 
and best able to endure all good and evil things in disaster and in victory. 
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DESIGNERS A N D MANUFACTURERS 

O F EVERY TYPE O F WIRELESS 

EQUIPMENT FOR USE AT SEA, O N 

LAND, A N D IN THE AIR 

Amalgamated Wireless 
(A/sia) Ltd. 

Australia's National Wireless Organisation 

NOW IS THE TIME 

DO I T T O - D A Y ! 

Newcastle and Hunter 
River Steamship 

Co. Ltd. 

Head Office: 

147 SUSSEX STREET 
SYDNEY 

'Phone: M 4011 (3 lines) 

Outside of Office Hours: 

'Phone: M40I2 

"The Best for Less 
In Men's and Boys' Wear" 

Cooee's Slogan is as true to-day 
as ever it wasl 

YOU SAVE MONEY BY SHOPPING AT 
COOEE. 

C O O E E 
CLOTHING LIMITED 

Head Office: 

326-28 GEORGE STREET — SYDNEY 

196 Pitt Street, 246-8 Pitt Street. Stores in 
all Principal Suburbs and at Newcastle and 

Wollongong. 
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SPORT O R VICTORY? 
Australia is at war! To many it would seem, even a t this late date, of 

paramount importance that horse racing, tin hare coursing and other forms 
of peace-time sport be given priority over the urgency for military training. 
For example, it is said to be a fact that certain militia units were moved from 
a country racecourse for the express convenience of the local racing club which 
desired to hold its racing on a Saturday. On another occasion, Military units 
were summarily shifted to another site to allow greyhound races to take place. 

The inconvenience imposed on the soldiers, the additional cost to the tax-
payer and the prosecution of the war counted for nought—there must be no 
interference with horse or dog racing! 

In these critical days there is no place for unnecessary sport organised 
for profit, nor Is there a place for go-slow methods in the National effort If 
Australia and Democracy and all that these entail, are to survive the Jugger-
naut of total war which is rolling towards us. 

GENERAL BENNETT'S ESCAPE 
Major-General H. G. Bennett's escape from' 

Singapore and his return to Australia aroused 
wide-spread discussion. Some folk maintained 
that an able and wide-awake general rightly 
saved himself for future generalship in the in-, 
terests of his country; others claimed that 
under no circumstances short of death, loss of 

physical movement, capture or official recall 
should a general leave his men, these expressed 
the view that in circumstances more or less 
parallel the captain of a battleship would re-
main with his ship. The subject is a contentious 
one and should be left to a calmer atmosphere 
in which a true and impartial history of the 
war will be written. 

H.M.A.S. " P E R T H " 
The /Vary Board hat announced the lots of the Australian cruiser "Perth" 
and the sloop "Yarra." Il is presumed that they icere destroyed by Japanese 

action in East Indies waters. 
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HONOUR TO OUR SEAMEN 
By VICE-ADMIRAL J . E. T. HARPER, C.B., M.V.O. 

(In the Nautical Magazine, London.) 

The announcement defining the style of the 
honours to be granted to the gallant officers 
and men of our Merchant Navy is an indica-
tion that the splendid services performed by 
them will be more generously recognised than 
was the case in the Great War of 1614-18. 

Even so it is clear that the public does not 
yet fully appreciate what we owe to our mer-
chant ships and fishing fleets. 

The inconvenience—or as some consider it 
hardship— of being rationed for certain articles 
of food is as nothing to what we would suffer 
if even a small proportion of our merchant 
ships ceased to function because of the perils 
of the sea in time of war. Let those who feel 
disposed to complain at the reduction of their 

normal weekly consumption of sugar and butter, 
and those armchair critics who protest against 
every small discomfort which comes their way 
in war time, pause for a space and consider 
what would be their lot if the officers and men 
of the British Merchant Navy were unprepared 
to face the dangers and hardships which are 
daily events in the lives of all those who go 
down to the sea in ships: dangers and hard-
ships cheerfully borne by our merchant sea-
men, with little hope of any reward. 

What does the sea mean to us? I t means 
our life—no more, no less. 

So accustomed are we to live in security 
tha t in time of peace the necessity for the de-
fence of the British Islands is seldom thought 
of by the masses; but in time of war the sub-
ject looms largely in the public mind. In past 
generations the adequacy of our defence was 
judged by the efficiency of the two defence 
forces—Navy, and Army—and by their 
power to prevent aggression, whether this took 
the form of an invasion of the country, or an 
attack on the sources of its supply of food and 
raw materials. The march of science then made 
it necessary to include the defence of the air 
in addition to the defence of the land and the 

Thar* i t only o n * way t o b * tu r* of t h * f u t u r * . . . 

SAVE FOR IT 
This i t a t i m e f o r t h e b e n d i n g of every e f fo r t 
t o t h a common cause of winning t h e war . 
Australia is up against its greatest crisis and 
only i f every citizen restricts his or her 
spending to absolute necessities, and saves 
every possible penny, can victory eventually 
bo won. 

As never before, Saving is of national and 
most immediate importance. You can do your 
b i t . as every Austral ian should and as every 
true Australian undoubtedly will—Save for 
safety. 

A Commonwealth Savings Bank 
A c c o u n t p rov ides t h e eas ies t , m o s t e f f e c t i v e w a y . 

IT IS O F THE U T M O S T IMMEDIATE N A T I O N A L 

I M P O R T A N C E THAT EVERY CITIZEN S H O U L D 

SAVE 

SHOES e e e 
The largest and most up-to-date Shoe Store 
in the District. Full and half sizes in all styles 
for men, women and children. Here you can 
choose your exact styles and f i t t ings and secure 
i t at a lower price than you would pay 
elsewhere. 

Your inspect ion invited 

A. BAGLEY ft SON 
"THE BOOT STORE" 

211-213 BEAMISH ST., CAMPSIE. LF3I83 
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sea, and that modern weapon of the air increased 
rapidly in importance. In these days we are wont 
to allude to yet another line of defence—the 
"Fourth" Line—Home Defence, with its com-
plicated system of Air Raid Precautions, et : . 

Of what avail a powerful navy; a mighty 
army; an invincible air force to defend our 
shores; and A.R.P. to protect our lives if we 
fail to receive our daily bread? Great Britain 
is more dependent than is any other country on 
the importation of food stuffs and raw materials. 
Unlike continental nations, Great Britain has 
no back door by which essential supplies can 
reach her people if her front door—-the sea— 
is blocked. 

In peace time it is necessary not only to our 
comfort, but to our existence, for about 50,000 
tons of food; 100,000 tons of raw materials and 
54,000 tons of oil fuel to be brought daily to 
this country by sea. In war time, owing to the 
necessity for making provision for the safe 
transport overseas of troops and their supplies 
and owing to the unavoidable delay and possible 
loss caused to our merchant ships by the efforts 
of the enemy to prevent their passage, it is ob-
vious that some curtailment must be expected 
in the quantity of imported goods available for 
home consumption. Hence the necessity for 
some form of rationing. 

If passage along the highways of the ocean, 
along those vital arteries which join the limbs 
and the heart of our Empire, was denied to our 

G. E. CRANE ft SONS | 
PTY. LTD. 

BUILDERS' SUPPLIES, ETC. [! 

P I T T S T R E E T 

S Y D N E Y 1 

merchant ships, the people in these islands 
would starve, and those in our o\erseas domin-
ions would lose their prosperity. In short, our 
Empire would cease to exist. 

I t follows, therefore, that the safety of Great 
Britain does not lie merely in the defence of 
the British Islands; it lies in the defence of our 
trade routes and of our overseas Dominions 
and Colonies. 

Our success in war, our security, our very 
existence, depend on sea power to a greater ex-
tent, if possible, than in past generations; partly 
owing to the fact that we now have five million 
more mouths to feed than we had twenty-five 
years ago, and partly because the advent of 
aircraft and modern traffic calls for an ever 
increasing quantity of imported fuel. 

Sea power in its widest sense does not, how-
ever, depend on the Royal Navy alone, or on 
our other fighting Services; the very foundation 
of our sea power lies in our Mercantile Marine. 
Guard our sea highways as we may, we can ob-
tain no power or security from the sea unless 
our merchant ships keep always on the move. 
I t is no exaggeration, therefore, to say that in 

(Continued on next page) 

AUSTRALIAN 
JOCKEY 

CLUB 

(A.J.C.) 

s 
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PLEASE NOTE 
Contributions of a suitable nature 

are cordially invited, and should be 
addressed to the Editor, the "Navy 

"League Journal," Royal Exchange 
Building, Bridge Street, Sydney 
The Navy League does not neces-

sarily endorse the opinions of con-
tributors to the Journal. 
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HONOUR T O OUR SEAMEN 
our Merchant Navy we find the very foundation 
of our defence. 

When we speak of our "Four" lines of de-
fence let us remember that, even if our Mer-
chant Navy is not included in these lines, it is 
no less important to our existence and to our 
success in war. 

Those splendid men of our Merchant Navy and 
Fishing Fleets have shown, time and again, that 
they are endowed with a sea sense and a sea 
courage of which any Briton may well be proud. 
With little thought of reward our seamen risk 
their lives as surely as do those in our warships, 
in the trenches, or those who fly. 

The nation owes these men a debt of gratitude 
well-nigh impossible to pay in full measure, and 
any honours granted the Merchant Navy will 
have been well and truly earned. 

VOLUNTEER DEFENCE C O R P S 

N e w Regulat ions 

Regulations constituting the Volunteer De-
fence Corps as part of the military forces of the 
Commonwealth have been approved by the War 
Cabinet. These regulations, known as the V.D.C. 
Regulations, dispel any doubt as to the official 
status of the corps. 

Under the regulations just issued, ail members 
of the V.D.C. will be required to enlist. This has 
been found necessary so that they will have full 
status as soldiers in case they go into action 
and will have the same compensation rights as 
other members of the military forces. 

By enlisting, members at present in the V.D.C. 
will not increase the obligations to serve which 
they have already undertaken. 

Authority has been granted by the regulations 
for the appointment of officers, warrant officers 
and N.C.O.'s f rom amongst the members of the 
corps. 

The regulations fur ther provide tha t men 
employed on full time service shall be entitled 
to pay and allowances a t the daily rate specified 
for the militia forces. Payment provisions are 
also provided by the regulations for members of 
the corps who perform part-time service. 

No payment will be granted for instructional 
parades, schools of instruction, etc., but arrange-
ments are being made for the payment of fares 
to authorised parades or schools away from the 
member's home district. 

FREDERICK ROSE LTD. 
Psnel Manufacturers end Suppliers of Airply 

for Aeroplane Framework 

MENTMORE AVENUE, ROSEBERY 

Telephone: MU247I 

And Furniture Warehouse 

206 CLARENCE STREET. SYDNEY 

Telephone: MA i l l ! 
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Impressment of Rifles 

Although the number of .303 rifles being han-
ded in under the impressment order is mounting 
daily, there are still many owners who have not 
yet complied with the order. 

The Minister for the Army (Mr. Forde), in 
issuing a recent warning to offenders that fur-
ther action would be taken by the Army if the 
rifles were not handed in immediately, said that 
he took a very serious view of this matter. He 
explained tha t the main object of impressment 
was to enable military authorities to obtain a 
complete statement of the number of rifles avail-
able in Australia and to discover where they are 
situated. 

Up to the present few aperture sights have 
been received. The models in this type required 
are the Bisley (made by W. Dunn, Melb.) and 
the King's (J. Mues). I t is known that there is 
a large number of these held by riflemen. 

Members of Rifle Clubs who join the Volunteer 
Defence Corps must hand in their rifles, but 
authority has been given for them to receive 
them back as part of their issue of equipment. 
Other owners of .303 rifles should take them to 
Area Recruiting offices. If not living within ten 
miles of a recruiting office, they must return 
them to the nearest police station. 

Arrangements have been made for payment for 
all rifles impressed. 

—From Dept. of Information. 

REMEMBER OUK ADVERTISERS! 

We ask you to keep in mind the nrma 
advertising their products In the Journal . 

These are the people whose co-operation 
'•aa made the production of your magazine 
possible, and you will do both the Journal 
and the Navy League a service by consult-
ing them for your various requirements. 
And, to doing so pleaae mention— 

" T H I NAVT LEAGUE J O U R N A L ' 

FORGING AHEAD FOR DEFENCE 

In times of war and national 
peril, everyone must play his 
part. 

To play our part in meeting 
the national demand for war 
supplies, we are forging ahead 
on the manufacture of urgently 
needed equipment for the 
fighting forces. 

Let us all pledge our efforts 

to the attainment of Victory 

and a lasting Peace. 

COOTE & JORGENSEN 
PTY. LTD. 
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SEA CADET NOTES 

Courtesy "S .M. Hera ld . " 

.4 , „ „ , „ of Koepan* in Dutch Tin,,,r. The island has been occupied by 
llir Jit/Mine*,'. 

Captain L. E. H. Maund, R.N., remained on 
l)oard his torpedo-blasted and sinking ship till 
every officer and man, fit and casualty, was 
safely transferred to the rescuing destroyer. He 
then slid down a rope to the destroyer amid 
cheers of the survivors. 

Most of those people who would have the 
world believe they live for others, usually find 
it hard to live with others or to make others 
desire to live with them. 

The League is always glad to seo or hear 
from old members, many of whom are doing 
their bit in every theatre of war. 

Messrs. J. H. Hammond, H. Collins and E. 
Barton and all those associated with them are 
deserving of special thanks for the manner in 

which they carry out their voluntary duties 
under extremely difficult and restricted circum-
stances. 

Word has been rcccivcd from overseas that 
Mr. C. Tottman, a former O.C. of Wcolwich 
Company, is fit and well. Not so good is the 
news of another cx Sea Cadet officer, Mr. Pierce. 
He is seriously ill and is being invalided home. 
We wish him a safe recovery. 

Calls from Messrs. Snow and Brennan, form-
er Navy Leaguers wore appreciated, and letters 
from Messrs. G. H. Smith and H. Collison late 
of Manly and Woolwich units respectively, con-
vey greetings to old comrades. 

Mr. G. H. Smith, who was in Darwin during 
the great Japanese raid, is safe and well. 

DARWIN, NORTH AUSTRALIA 

Raided by unit, of the Japanese Air Force and heavily bombed. 
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The Price of Admiralty 
By C O M M A N D E R A. B. CAMPBELL, R.D., of t h e B.B.C. "Brains Trust" 

Minesweeper making port—at dusk—and they've had no sleep to speak of 
for four days. A plane looms up—drops to 50ft. and lete go two bombs. One 
hits the funnel. The other explodes in the coal in the af ter hold. Which seems 
lucky at the time, for the coal absorbs the worst of Uie blow—and Grimsby 
trawlers are made to take hard knocks. 

But the third bomb blows her stern right off, and she sinks. Yet even 
as they are in the open boat, the plane returns and machine-guns them. 

What words the Skipper used to curse tha t plane are no concern of yours— 
or mine. Bnt what is your business and mine—most definitely our business—Is to 
do everything we can to lighten the load of the Navy these days. We do it 
by spending less and saving more. 

The hardship and bitter sacrifice of men like those is part of the price 
we pay in winning the Battle of the Atlantic. Your sacrifice in return is so 
little—-simply put your money safely away where It can earn good interest till 
better days ooroe round. And there's no hardship in that . 

But don't think of it as a sacrifice. Think of It as a glorious thank-offering 
to all tha t fine band of brethren who stand guard over the Narrow Seas and 
Contrive to bring us our dally bread. In very t ru th : The Signal is SAVE! 

S C H O O L S F O R W A R PURPOSES 
Many large schools in England were taken 

over by the Government in 1940 and converted 
into arms factories, etc. Considerable publicity 
was given to the matter a t the time with the 
result that when the German bombers arrived 
school buildings were bombed and hundreds of 
children were killed and others maimed. The 
Germans were not to distinguish between 
schools used for their legitimate purpose and 
schools used to aid the war ef for t Here in 
Australia the influential Press has given pub-
licity to the taking over by the three fighting 
forces of certain schools. Should Japanese 
bombers appear, the pilots, possessing the pub-
lished information in the daily press about the 
conversion of schools for war use, are not likely 
to discriminate between such schools and 
school* filled with children. The published 
statement about schools, gives information to 
the enemy which he is likely to use on the as-
sumption that schools, other than the few 
nsmsri, also a n being used fo r war purposes. 

"LET US TO THE 
TASK, TO THE BATTLE 

AND THE TOIL" 
WINSTON CHURCHILL 

• 

These ringing words contain a message 
of the utmost significance. Let us pledge 
our strength, our efforts, our money and 
determination to the attainment of Vic-
tory and a lastir.g Peace. 
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THE ESSENCE OF RUSSIA 
W H A T HITLER H A S N O T U N D E R S T O O D 

By Sir J o h n Pollock in "The N a v y " 

"Russia is a country of contradictions. No one 
who knows Russia can say anything true about 
the Russians, because the moment he has said 
one thing he instantly feels that at the same 
time he must say exactly the contrary." Thus 
was wont to speak Mr. Woodehouse, British 
Consul-General at Petrograd during and before 
the last war. It was Mr. Woodehouse, too, who 
coined the aphorism once widely quoted: "There 
are only two men of any consequence in Russia 
—the Emperor and the man he is speaking to." 
Since Mr. Woodehouse knew Russia and the Rus-
sians better, probably, than any other English-
man of his day, it was natural that af ter the 
Russian revolution had closed his consulate he 
should be sent to South America. 

To one who spent almost the whole of tha t 
war (1915-1919) on service in Russia, and saw 
both revolutions at close quarters, it is curious 
to note the small advantage taken concerning 
Russia in this war by opinion in England of 
experience in the last, and the number of illu-
sions about Russians that have been engendered 
since. 

Let me begin by explaining that I have no 
tenderness for Bolshevism. I am probably the 
only man alive to have escaped from the head-
quarters of the Cheka in Petrograd; I did so a 
few hours before I was to be tortured, thereafter 
to be shot. The Soviet regime was, from the 
start , a despotism, engineered for no deeper 
reason than, under the guise of Communism, to 
put absolute power into the hands of intriguers. 
Stalin has jettisoned a large part of the Com-
munist stock-in-trade, while retaining the sub-
stance of despotic power. This, indeed, is dis-
tinctly agreeable to most Russians, who, on the 
whole, like being ruled despotically, this being 
the only political system of which they have 
experience. Stalin, and those who work the inter-
locking committees which are the core of the 
Soviet regime, have turned into something very 
like a collective Tsar. 

This being so, no one should have been sur-
prised that the German invasion of Russia pro-
voked an immediate, massive, and unbroken out-
burst of patriotism in Russia. Any Russian 

(Continued on next page) 
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T H E ESSENCE O F RUSSIA 

State attacked by the foreign invader was bound 
to become an embodiment and symbol of the 
nation. ( 

Before Hitler's right-about, no matter what 
efforts Great Britain might make to win Soviei 
benevolence were foredoomed to failure. German 
militarism was too close in its basis to Bolshevism 
to allow a serious divergence between them— 
short of their coming to blows. Had Hitler wished 
lo make us a present of Russian help he could 
have found no better way than to attack Russia: 
no other way indeed existed. 

On the f ront west of Warsaw in 1915, General 
Zaharov, nicknamed "the trench general," and 
for that trait much beloved by his soldiers, called 
cut a man from the ranks before me. "Now, 

N.S.W. TROTTING CLUB 

GREYHOUND RACING at Harold Park 
(Glebe) 
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T R O T T I N G 

Next Meeting Saturday, April 18th 

O. N. HOLLIER, Secretary 

HARD FOUNDRY COKE 

FEDERAL COKE CO. 
LTD. 

39 MARTIN PLACE 
SYDNEY 

'Phone BW 1701 for ell enquiries 

young-fellow-me-lad (molodyets), here's an Eng-
lish ally come to see us. Tell him why you are 
fighting." "Because the Germans want t i take 
our land from us, your Excellency." "And shall 
we let them?" The whole company answered 
with a joyous shout, "No!" Touch the Russian 
land, and every Russian—be he Red or White, 
from north, south, cast, or west—becomes a 
patriot, and nothing but a patriot. To imagine 
the contrary showed a total lack of insight into 
the Russian character. 

Another astonishing error made here was the 
assumption that in the last war Russia was 
beaten by Germany. Russia was beaten, not by 
Germany, but by revolution. 

The history of that war in Russia falls into 
five parts. ( I ) In 1914 the Russian offensive 
against East Prussia failed a t the battle of Tan-
nenberg. But that disaster did not give the Hun 
victory beyond it. Until 1917 the Russians held 
the front from Dvinsk to Riga solidly. (2) In 
1914 also the German's offensive in Poland car-
ried them into the suburbs of Warsaw. The Rus-
sians counter attacked and drove the enemy close 
on forty miles west of Warsaw, where they dug 
in. Thence, despite murderous German assaults, 
for example, at Gumin and Sohachev, to which 
Spottsylvania was a joke, the Russians were 
never directly budged. (3) In 1915 the Russians 
drove into Galicia, captured Peremyshl, and were 
preparing to attack Cracow; their cavalry was 
already raiding the plains of Hungary. Then 
came Mackensen's great counter-offensive. Catch-

GIOBEX 
B£IF EXTRACT 

For appetising flavour, strength-building nourish-
ment and economy in use . . . you can't beat 
GLOBEX. It contains the full strength and con-
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but spread it thinly. 

• 
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I, 2, 4 and 8 ox. jars or 4 and 8 oz. containers 

Merck, I H 1 T H I H A V T L I A O U I J O U I H A L P a f . „ 

ing the Russians unprepared and commanded by 
their worst general, without supplies, organised 
defensive positions, or respectable communica-
tions, he rolled them back, retook Peremyshl and 
Lvov, turned north, and cut off the whole of 
Russian Poland, which had to be evacuated. That 
was a big German success; but it was the last. 
(4) In 1916 General Brussilov, having replaced 
Ivanov as C.I.C. of the south-western front, drove 
again at Galicia, achieved a substantial success, 
retook a large strip of former Austrian territory, 
and took 60,000 prisoners; that was the last Rus-
sian success. (5) From the autumn of 1915 to 
the beginning of 1917 General Alexeiev, who had 
succeeded the Grand Duke Michael as generalis-
simo, set out to reform and equip the Russian 
armies, setting the spring of 1917 as the date for 
a grand offensive. 

Unhappily, Alexeiev had not reckoned with the 
effects of long inaction on his troops; doing noth-
ing, their morale went to pieces. I t was the 
mistake made by General Gamelin in the first 
nine months of the present war. But in Russia 
it led, not to military defeat, but to revolution. 
Revolution conquered Russia. 

The false belief in a German victory then led 
many people to expect an easy Germany victory 
now, as we have seen, without warrant. 

Yet another surprise awaited the unwary. The 
Russian morale, it was thought, would crumple. 

This expectation was, perhaps, even stranger. 
In action, Russian morale never breaks. I was 
an eye-witness of the defeat in Galicia in 1915, 
and of the retreat, part of which I made with 
the staff of General Radko Dmitriev, Bulgaria's 
hero of the Balkan Wars, who had taken Russian 
nationality in order to fight the Hun. At Tarnov, 
Jaroslav, Sambor, and in the Carpathians, a mil-
lion Russians died; at least half as many again 
perished in the chaos of the retreat. 

At no moment during or af ter the retreat did 
I hear a single word from officers, soldiers, or 
civilians t ha t betokened broken or even dimini-
shed courage. Two soldiers without arms would 

(Continued on next page) 
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T H E ESSENCE O F RUSSIA 
struggle for the rifle dropped by a third, struck 
dead. The worst tha t could be said of the officers 
was that, as throughout the war, they exposed 
themselves with reckless daring. 

Russian morale and patriotism, therefore, 
given favourable conditions, such as those madly 
offered by Hitler, are almost proof against 
attack. Knuckling under to Germany would have 
cost Stalin his regime and his life. The only 
large open question was whether the Russian 
Army was well equipped with modern mechanical 
means. 

Since the Russians themselves had invented 
troop carriers, parachute troops, and various 
anti-tank arms, there was no precise reason to 
doubt i t ; but the matter had to be proved. Proved 
it has been. This cannot surprise those who knew 
the Russians' supple talent, their marvellous 
manual skill, and when put to it, their powers of 
organisation. 

The trans-Siberian railway, a great achieve-
ment in its day, was built by a Russian engineer. 
Russian rubber manufactured products were the 
finest in the world; so were Russian cloth and 
boots. During the last war the Zemsky Soius, 
or Union of Rural Communes, that contained the 
germ of genuine self-government for the nation, 
was brought to a high pitch of usefulness to 
both army and refugees. The medical and social 
services of the Army were first rate. The hos-
pitals and trains of the Russian Red Cross were 
models of their kind. 

No soldier in the world was better fed, better 
clothed, or kept cleaner than e Russian. Every 
man had a steam bath once in ten days, and while 
he had it his clothes were disinfected. Neither 
typhoid nor typhus made their appearance until 
the revolution; nor in the long stretch of the 
western front, over 500 miles, was there any 
syphilis. 

Before an attack every man had a clean lin^n 
shirt handed out to him. He would put i t on, 
then stand upright, cross himself, and say: "For 
my Tsar and my country. Now I go to die." 
And so he went and died. And so do Russian 
peasants go now, and so do they die. 

These are things that , i t would seem, not only 
we have forgotten, but the Germans too. To us 
oblivion and illusions about Russia may have 
had no worse effect than to show up crankiness 
and complacency. But to Germany they may well 
prove to have been mortal, or a t least a long 
step on the way to disaster. 
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GIVE THEM B O O K S 

Appeal by Camp Library Service 

The Camp Library Service, which was organ-
ised at the outbreak of the war by the N.S.W. 
Branch of the Australian Institute of Librar-
ians for the purpose of providing reading matter 
for the men of the three fighting forces, acts as 
the official book collecting and distributing 
agency for the N.S.W. Division of the Australian 
Comforts Fund. 

Throughout the Commonwealth, the various 
State Divisions of the A.C.F. will be holding 
a "Book Week" appeal during February and 
March for books and magazines for our sailors, 
soldiers, and airmen. 

In New South Wales "Book Week" which 
will be held from March 23rd to 27th, will be 
conducted by the Camp Library Service, aided 
by representatives from various public bodies. 

Since its establishment, the Camp Library 
Service has distributed over 300,000 books and 
magazines to the men of the R.A.N., A.I.F., and 
R.A.A.F. in Australia and on active service over-
seas. Large collections have been placed on every 
transport leaving Australian shores for use on 
the voyage. 

The vast expansion of Australia's armed 
forces following Japan's entry into the war has. 
enormously increased the demands upon the re-
sources of the Camp Library Service and it 
was for this reason that it was decided to hold 
a Book and Magazine week. 

The object of the "Book Week" appeal in 
N.S.W. is to secure at least 250,000 books and 
magazines for men a t their battle stations, 
many a t isolated posts which are almost en-
tirely dependent on supplies of reading matter 
for recreational activity. 

Collection depots will be established in metro-
politan and country centres. In the Sydney city 
area, collection depots will be set up adjacent to 

railway stations, fer ry wharves, tramway and 
omnibus termini, and large retail stores and a 
large number of voluntary workers will collect 
books and magazines in the streets. 

The appeal has the support of Naval, Army, 
and Air Force chiefs, who all stress the value 
of suitable recreational reading as an aid to 
maintaining morale among the personnel under 
their command. 

Mr. H. Missingham, a well-known Sydney ar-
tist has designed a striking "Give Them Books" 
poster in red, white, and blue, and khaki in 
which the heads of a sailor, soldier, and airman 
are imposed on the open leaves of a book. This 
poster reproduced also as a window card is the 
official "Book Week" pictorial symbol, and its 
appearance on a building or in a window denotes 
the location of an authorised Camp Library 
Service depot. Watch out for the poster in your 
district and leave your donations there. 
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The Navy League 
N.S.W. Branch 

Sir Ke l so King , S .S.D. 
C o m m a n d e r F . W . H i x s o n , O.B.E. , 

S .S.D. 
S i r T h o m a s G o r d o n , K t . 
C o m m a n d e r S. W . S p a i n 
C o m m a n d e r J . R . P a t r i c k , R . D . 

H o n . T r e a s u r e r s : 
S i r Kelso K i n g , S .S.D. C. M. C. S h a n n o n 

H o n . A u d i t o r s : 
R o b e r t s o n , C r a n e a n d G i b b o n s 

P a t r o n : 
H i s E x c e l l e n c y T h e G o v e r n o r of N.S.W. , 

T h e L o r d W a k e h u r s t , K.C.M.G. 
P r e s i d e n t : 

R e a r A d m i r a l J . B. S t e v e n s o n , C.M.G. 
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e : 

T . H . Si lk , M.I .C.E. , M.I .N.A. ( C h a i r m a n ) 
C. M. C. S h a n n o n 
W . A . M a c k a y 
S i r W a l t e r C a r p e n t e r , K .B . 
J . L . Milson 
S. Cooper , S .S.D. 

H o n . S e c r e t a r y : 
C o m m a n d e r F . W . H i x s o n , O.B.E. , S .S.D. 

S e c r e t a r y a n d E d i t o r of J o u r n a l : 
W . W . Bea le , O .B .E . 

A I M S A N D O B J E C T S 

The Navy League is a Voluntary Patr iot ic and 
non-Sectarian Association of British Peoples, entirely 
„utside par ty politics, desirous of rendering the 
greatest service of which it is capable to the Empire, 
part icularly in connection with all ma t te r s concerning 
the sea. 

Its Objects are: 

To enlist the support of all classes in Maintaining 
the Navy at the Requisite Standard of Strength. 
not only with a view to the safe ty of our Empire, 
but also with the object of securing British prestige 
on every sea. and protect ing our vast Mercantile 
Marine. 

To bring home to every person in the Empire tha t 
commerce can only be guarded f rom any possible 
a t tack by a Navy, in Conjunction with the Air 
Force, sufficiently s t rong in all the elements which 
modern war fa re demands. 

To encourage and develop the Navy League Sea 
Cadet Corps, not only with a view to keeping alive 
the sea spiri t of our race, but also to enable the 
Boys to Become Good CIUMAS, by learning dis-
cipline. duty and se l f - respect 

i 
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GARDENER'S ROAD - - MASCOT 

i 

CAPSTAN 
they're blended better 

Mild, Medium and Full 8trangth 

Confidence . . . 
. . . cannot be bought — only 
given. Men with conf idence in 
their ship and their commander 
have given f reely something which 
cannot be assessed in concre te 
terms. They have fai th in their 
own destiny. W e at C o o e e have 
fai th and conf idence in our Ship 
of C o m m e r c e . W e believe confi-
dent ly in the fu tu re of our Com-
pany beceuse we know tha t it 
s tands firm on a solid policy of 
Fair Dealing. Because of this 
policy we. in turn, have ga ined 
the conf idence of the public. 

C O O 
CLOTHING 

"The Best for Less in M< n's 

S Y D N 

M . W . 3 
B r t t 

t > 

1>P - j -
Wear" 

A drum you can't beat FOR VALUE I 
Whethe r you requi re a drum for a Brass Band, 
School Band, Dance Band or Orches t ra , we have what 
you need at the price you want to payl 

ORCHESTRAS. 
. ^ e t c . 

Wr i t e for full Free 
C a t a l o g u e and 

Price LittsI 

Easy Terms and 
Generous Trade-in 

Allowance! 

Specialising in 
Instrumental and 
Percussion 

Equipment for . . 
THE BUGLE BAND 
S C H O O L FIFE 

BANDS 
DANCE AND 

BRASS BANDS & 

N I C H O L S O N ' S 
"The Musical C e n t r a " 

G E O R G E ST.. SYDNEY (Between King & Market ) 
For Everything Musicall 
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J O H N L Y S A G H T 
(Australia) PTY. LTD. 

33 MACQUARIE PLACE 

SYDNEY 

N.S.W. 

Telephone: B677I (4 lines) 

E N L I S T E D ! . . . 
Horry I i -an ' l h e l p y o u 
<111 y o u r " p e a c e " Jol»* 
ill tli<> m o m e n t , lint t h e 
NfrvlccN of m v r a w m a -
t e r i a l s h a v e b e e n e n -
l i s t e i l f o r i l c f e n c f 
w o r k . I Mm t h u s In-
s t r u m c n t a l in h e l p i n g 
A u s t r a l i a ' s w a r e f f o r t . 
T h a t ' s a Krrat c o m p l i -
m e n t to " D u l u x " 
q u a l i t y ! I I I . B K O X 
T H O S E J O B S W I T H 
Y O r I . A T K R ! 

T h e S y n t h e t i c F l n l n h 

S u p e r s e d e s K n a m e l s 
a n d V a r n i s h e s . 

" A P r o d u c t o f B r i t i s h A u s t r a l i a n I^ead M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
P t y . L t d . 

F. W. HUGHES 
PTY. LTD. 

Woollen Mills 

30 GROSVENOR STREET 

SYDNEY 

'Phone: B 7224 (2 lines) 

THOMAS ROBINSON 
& SON PTY. LTD. 

FLOURMILL AND WOODWORKING 

ENGINEERS 

160 Sussex Street 

Sydney 

Telephones: MA 2812, MA 4971 
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Royal Exchange, 54a Pitt Street, Sydney—B 7808 
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MERCHANT NAVY MEN 
From time to time some criticism is written or voiced against men of the 

great service which makes it possible for the Allied life-line to remain unbroken 
even though it is mightily strained. 

I t is true tha t an insignificant number of merchant seamen have left the 
sea since the beginning of the war for better jobs ashore, more lucrative jobs 
affording social amenities and more nights at home. This desire for change 
has always been a trait common to a few people in all lands, just as some youths 
on leaving school, readily turn their backs on all that land-life offers and freely 
choose the sea as a career. A very small number of seamen Imve deserted 
their calling because in their opinion, merchant ships were inadequately pro-
tected against enemy attack from the air, surface c ra f t or from submarines. 
Very often these opinions were justified by results of the most tragic character. 
Generally, seamen have voluntarily and unhesitatingly accepted every war risk, 
voyage af ter voyage, In convoy or oat of convoy, through zones of the greatest 
danger where bombs, machine-gun bullets, shells, mines and torpedoes daily 
add to the ghastly toll of brave men and valuable ships. Even af ter their 
ships have been lost and themselves surviving the most harrowing experiences 
they have returned again and again to the sea and its manifold war dangers. 
Yes, these merchant seamen are very gallant men. 

During this war a number of active and distinguished admirals and other 
responsible men whose position gives them a clear view of the actual facts, 
have repeatedly paid the highest tributes to the indispensable work of merchant 
seamen and to their undaunted and enduring courage and unflinching devotion 
to duty in the face of the hostile acts of the enemy. 

The vulnerability of his ship, weather conditions favouring the foe or ham-
pering his own freedom of action, together with certain navigational restrictions 
imposed by the exigencies of war, fur ther increase the seaman's many anxieties. 

To the men of the Merchant Navy, then, we lift our thoughts and salute 
them. They deserve every consideration and encouragement and the fullest 
support capable of being bestowed on them by the Allied nations now and 
when the war Is over. 
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TKara is only on* way to b . sur. of t h . fu ture . . . 

SAVE FOR IT 
This is a time for the bending of every effort 
to the common cause of winning the war. 
Australia is up against its greatest crisis and 
only if every citizen restricts his or her 
spending to absolute necessities, and saves 
every possible penny, can victory eventually 
be won. 

As never before, Saving is of national and 
most immediate importance. You can do your 
bit, as every Australian should and as every 
true Australian undoubtedly will—Save for 
safety. 

A Commonwealth Savings Bank 
Account provides t h . easiest, most effective way. 

IT IS OF THE UTMOST IMMEDIATE NATIONAL 
IMPORTANCE THAT EVERY CITIZEN SHOULD 

SAVE 

J ' 

A drum you can't beat FOR VALUE I 
Whether you reguire a drum for a Brass Band, 
School Band, Dance Band or Orchestra, we have what 
you need at the price you want to payl 

ORCHESTRAS. 
etc. 

Wri te for full Free 
Catalogue and 

Prico Lists! 

Easy Terms ard 
Generous Trade-in 

Allowance! 
Specialising in 
nstrumental and 

Percussion 

Eguipment for . . 
THE BUGLE BAND 
SCHOOL FIFE 

BANDS 
DANCE AND 

BRASS BANDS & 

N I C H O L S O N ' S 
"The Musical Centre" 

GEORGE ST.. SYDNEY (Betwean King i Market) 
For Everything Musicall 

ALFRED HERBERT 
(Australasia) PTY. LTD. 

• MACHINE TOOLS 
• MACHINE SHOP ACCESSORIES 
• ENGINEERS 
a SMALL TOOLS 

101 PYRMONT BRIDGE ROAD 
PYRMONT 

•Phone: MW 2734 (3 lines) 
Melbourne Office: 

144 KING STREET, MELBOURNE 
'Phone: MU482I 

Confidence... 
. . . cannot be bought — only 
given. Men with confidence in 
their ship and their commander 
have given freely something which 
cannot be assessed in concrete 
terms. They have faith in their 
own destiny. W e at Cooee have 
faith and confidence in our Ship 
of Commerce. We believe confi-
dently in the future of our Com-
pany because we know that it 
stands firm on a solid policy of 
Fair Dealing. Because of this 
policy we. in turn, have gained 
the confidence of the public. 

C O O E E 
CLOTHING LIMITED 

"The Best for Less in Men's & Boys' Wear" 

S Y D N E Y 
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I Renowned for Flawless Service and 
Excellent Cuisir.e 

PETTY'S HOTEL 
I YORK STRWT, SYDNEY 

Telephone: BW437I 
A la Carte Luncheons from 2/6 
A la Carte Dinners from 4/ -

Private Rooms are available for Cocktail 
Parties — Wedding Receptions — Lun-

cheons — Dinners — and Suppers 

SEA CADET NOTES 
Mr. J. H. Hammond has relinquished his hon-

orary post of Officer in Charge of the Sea Cadets 
at Victory Depot for reasons of ill-health and 
Mr. J. Williams, Chief Officer, has been appoint-
ed to the Command. 

The Department of Information's Japanese 
"Hate" campaign has served no good purpose, 
and all decent people are glad it has been in-
terred. 

PLEASE NOTE 
Contributions of a suitable nature 

are cordially invited, and ahould be 
addressed to the Editor, the "Navy 

"League Journal," Royal Exchange 
Building, Bridge Street, Sydney 
The Navy League doea not neces-

sarily endorse the opinions of con-
tributors to the Journal. 

Telephone - - - - B 7808 

SHOES . . . 
The largest and most up-to-date Shoe Store 
in the District. Full and half siies in all styles 
for men. women and children. Here you can 
choose your e*act styles and f i t t ings and secure 
i t at a lower price than you would pay 
elsewhere. 

Your inspection invited 

A. BAGLEY ft SON 
"THE BOOT STORE" 

211-213 BEAMISH ST., CAMPSIE. LF3IM 
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"STAND FIRM AND CARRY ON!>( 

What To Do In Evrat Of Invasion 

The pitiful fa te of panic-ridden ci iiians in 
Europe in 1940 fleeing in the face of German 
invasion of their land, has a poignant message 
for Australia today, when the threat of invasion 
by the Japanese is coming ever closer. 

It is most important that the public should 
realise that disorderly evacuation is one of the 
greatest dangers in a moment of panic. The nor-
mal life of the community must be preserved, 
even in face of the enemy's approach. 

Guidance for the people of Australia in the 
event of invasion is contained in a handbook 
issued by the Department of Home Security fcr 
the public, air-raid wardens and police. 

The outstanding instruction is to "sit tight 
and to move only when and as ordered by E 
responsible official." 

The Minister for Home Security (Mr. Laz-
zarini) said that the pamphlet was designed to 
let the public know what was expected of them. 
In this difficult period the resolute attitude of 
the Australian public was our best asset. His 
message to the people was, "Stand firm, carry 
on." 

The "invasion" pamphlet instructs the civilian 
to give all possible help to our troops, and not 
to tell the enemy anything or assist him in any 
way. The enemy, it states, would like to spread 
wide confusion, despondency and rumour so as 
to have the roads choked with refugees, pre-
venting the advance of our forces. The civilian 
must be alert and keep a clear head and still 
tongue. Some typical advice is: If fighting is 
proceeding in nearby areas carry on normal 
life. Children should go to school until in-
structed not to. If fighting breaks out in the 
neighbourhood and the order "Stand firm" is 
given, keep indoors or in a shelter until the 
fighting is over. Take orders from police, AJt .P. 
wardens and the military Volunteer Defence 
Corps. Do not use the telephone or send tele-
grams. Put your motor car out of action when 
told to do so, by removing distributor head and 
leada, and either empty the tank or remove the 
carburettor. 

In discussing what the individual should do 
if personally attacked, the pamphlet states that 
the enemy is not likely to turn aside to attack 
separate houses. "If small parties are going 
about threatening persons and property in an 
area not under enemy control and come your 
way, you have the right of every man and 
woman to do what you can to protect yourself, 
your family and your home." 

Careful plans have been made to enable news-
papers and radio to bring people the news in 
the event of an invasion of Australia. 

"In the case of need there are emergency 
measures which will bring you the news," the 
Minister said. "If a temporary breakdown in 
news supply occurs, the public should not listen 
to rumours or pass them on, but should wait 
until real news is available." 

—Dept. of Information. 

THE WAR FRONTS 

Those many wishful thinkers and super-
optimists who imagine tha t the Germans have 
been bundled back to the Polish frontier would 
do well to study a good map. They will get a 
shock. I t will be seen that in spite of the daily 
Russian victories broadcast by radio, the Ger-
mans have in their mighty grip nearly all 
Russian territory to the west of a rough line 
f rom Leningrad to the Sea of Azov; in addition. 
German troops occupy the whole of Poland 
and the Baltic countries formerly under Russian 
rule. Italy, it is true, has lost most of its empire, 
but without commensurate gain to the Alliea, 
and Japan has already won an empire of almoet 
incalculable value. What will happen in the 
fu ture no man can foretell with absolute cer-
tainty, but what has happened since September, 
1939, we do know with tolerable exactness. And 
when making assessments or striking balances, 
on no account must we lose sight of the moat 
vital factor of all—the continued capacity of the 
Allied Mercantile Marine to function or n o t 
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General Woodworking . . . 

Detail Joinery a speciality . . . 

CHAPMAN. SON ft DAVIDSON 
PTY. LTD. 

DATCHETT STREET BALMAIN 

(EAST) 

Phones: WB 1116, WB 2450 

DARLING ISLAND STEVEDORING 

ft LIGHTERAGE CO. LTD. 

PYRMONT SYDNEY 

WHO WISH THE LEAGUE EVERY SUCCESS 

SELLERS FABRICS PTY. LTD. 

BOWDEN STREET 

ALEXANDRIA. N.S.W. 

Telephone: MX 1316 

Canvas and Duck 
Manufacturers 

THE PANAMA CANAL 
(By W.W.B.) 

There is little that the world does not know 
concerning the Panama Canal itself, but there 
is much that is only known to the U.S.A. 
Government of the fortifications guarding- the 
famous water-way. 

The Panama Canal was first opened to traffic 
on the 15th of August, 1914—a few days af ter 
the beginning of the first world war. The Canal 
cost £74,000,000 to construct, to which must be 
added the expenditure of many millions of 
pounds for the provision of the defences, all of 
which was borne by the U.S.A. 

The immensity of this marvellous engineering 
achievement at a figure representing the cost of 
seven or eight modern battleships, to be fully 
appreciated, must be seen over its total length 
of about 50 miles. The value of the Canal to 
the U.S.A. cannot be assessed in terms of 
dollars, nor is it easy to envisage its enormous 
potential and actual naval and military signifi-
cance in relation to this second world war; it is 
enough to say that in some geographical respects 
it makes a crooked ocean track straight and 
reduces to fractions east-west and west-east 
coastal distances of the American continent, to 
say nothing of its shortening of many trans-
ocean routes and the saving of valuable time. 

A traveller through the Canal cannot help 
but be impressed by the quiet (and we emphasise 
the word quiet) efficiency of the handling of 
ships in the locks and, indeed, from the time of 
a vessel's arrival at Balboa or Cristobal till it 
takes its final departure to sea. 

Those travellers who know only Suez as a 
great artificial highway along which much of 
the world's commerce flows in normal times, 
would find here nothing in common—unless it be 
the polyglot population of Panama as a reminder 
of Port Said—with the physical features of De 
Lesseps' finished masterpiece. 

The construction of the Panama Canal was a 
problem infinitely more complicated than Suez; 
and the scenery in which Panama is set is f a r 
more varied, beautiful and interesting. 

Approaching the Canal from the Pacific the 
vessel enters the Balboa Basin and proceeds to 
the Miraflores Locks to be raised 58 feet to the 
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level of Miraflores Lake. Two miles distant are 
the Pedro Miguel (commonly known as Peter 
Magill) Locks, where the vessel is raised a 
fur ther 27 feet and enters Gaillard Cut, formerly 
called Culebra Cut. This is perhaps the greatest 
point of interest in the canal, for it was here 
that the first attempt at excavation was made 
by the French. A channel with an average 
depth of 120 feet and a width of 300 feet had 
to be cut through nine miles of hills. On 
leaving the Cut, the vessel enters Gamboa Reach 
and proceeds across the Gatun Lake—an arti-
ficial lake, 24 miles in length, formed by the 
flooding of the Chagres River and the construc-
tion of a dam. 

A point of interest here lies in the fact that 
the numerous islands, now covered with banana 
planations, were mountain tops before the con-
struction of the lake. The largest of these 
islands—Barro Colorado—is now a bird sanc-
tuary. 

At the Atlantic end of the Gatun Lake are 
the Gatun Locks—the largest and most impres-
sive locks in the Canal—where the vessel is 
lowered 85 feet to sea level and proceeds across 
Limon Bay to the Atlantic Ocean, a distance of 
seven miles. 

On the east side of Limon Bay is the city of 
Colon, the docks section of which is known as 
Cristobal (the city having been named after 
Christopher Columbus). 

There are six parallel pairs of locks on the 
Canal; two pairs at Miraflores, one pair at Pedro 
Miguel and three pairs at Gatun. Ships are 
not allowed to pass through the locks under 
their own power, but are towed through by 
electric locomotives called "Mules," running on 
rails on the dock walls. Each lock is 1,000 feet 
long, 110 feet wide and 70 feet deep. The aver-
age time occupied in filling and emptying a lock 
is 15 minutes. The time required to pass a 
vessel through all the locks is estimated at 
three hours, one and a half hours a t Miraflores 
and Pedro Miguel, and about the same time at 
Gatun. As a rule the transit of the whole 
Canal takes about eight hours. 

Cockatoo Docks & 
Engineering Co. Pty. 

Ltd. 
C o n t r a c t o r s t o . . . 

H .M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY 
Ship-builders, Mdr in* & Engineers 

G e n e r a l 
Inquiries invi ted 

C O C K A T O O ISLAND 
SYDNEY 

Phone : W 1941 (10 lines) 

From Colonial Days . . . 

U S H E R ' S 

Distinguished Among the World's Fii est 
Hotels 

• 

CASTLEREAGH STREET SYDNEY 
B65II (8 lines) 

E L E C T R I C A L E N G I N E E R S 
C O N T R A C T O R S 
e 

Repairs and Maintenance 
e 

F . R . B O W M A N 
21 JERSEY ROAD WOOLLAHRA 
SYDNEY 
e 

Telephones: FL4232 Private: FW 5047 
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OBTAINABLE ALL LEADING STORES 
M a n u f a c t u r e d Oy 

Matthews, Thompson & Co. Ltd. 
74-71 K I N G STREET. N E W T O W N 

A f . w e f fo r l le is rubs g ive a per fec t l es t i rq surface 
that t ransforms wood floors, linos, and fu rn i tu re into 
thingi of g leaming beauty . 

THOMAS PLAYFAIR PTY. LTD. 
(Established I860) 

Manufacturers a d Distributors of 

PLAYFAIR'S SMALLGOODS 

FRESH. FROZEN AND COINED MEATS 

DRIPPING AND LARD 

ARGYLE STREET :: SYDNEY 

Telephone: B7I7I (6 lines) 

THE STAFF OF LIFE . . . 

is a STURDIER STAFF if spread with 

NORCO BUTTER 

Be sure to ask for— 

"THE BUTTER OF PERFECTION" 

SCIENCE AIDS ARMY 

Additional scientific qualifications of a high 
standard have been brought to bear on the work 
of the Australian Army Inventions Board, with 
the decision of the Minister for the Army (Mr. 
Forde) to appoint Dr. Richard van Riet Woolley, 
who is a native of South Africa, to the post of 
Chief Executive Officer and Director of the 
Board. 

Dr. Woolley has been described as "a brilliant 
mathematician, physicist and astronomer whose 
training has particularly fitted him for the post." 
He has already carried out most valuable work 
in connection with intricate war equipment and 
is at present a member of the Optical Munitions 
Panel and Director of the Commonwealth Solar 
Observatory. In connection with his work on 
the Optical Munitions Panel he visited the 
Netherlands East Indies to investigate predictors 
and optical equipment. He has carried out im-
portant work in computing lens systems for 
optical munitions and in the past 18 months has 
irganised the Commonwealth Observatory to 
design and produce optical munitions—one of 
the outstanding Australian wartime industrial 
achievements. 

Dr. Woolley is to devote the whole of his time 
to the business of the A m Inventions Direc-
torate which was created to search for inven-
tions, ideas and devices capable of contributing 
to the successful prosecution of the war. He 
was born 35 years ago in South Africa and 
graduated Bachelor of Science and Master of 
Science at the Capetown University. He also 
graduated B.A. and Ph.D. at Cambridge Univer-
sity and has other high scholastic attainments. 
He possesses wide experience of the manufactur-
ing side of optical equipment and design. 

The Directorate also includes other notable 
scientists and industrialists. Among them are 
Mr. L. J. Hartnett , Director of Ordnance Pro-
duction, who represents the Department of 
Munitions; Sir George Julius, representing the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research; 
Professor E. Ashby, of Sydney University, re-
presenting the Australian National Research 
Council; the Commonwealth Commissioner of 
Patents, Mr. C. Teece, as well as representatives 
of the Army and of engineering employees.— 
Dept. of Information. 
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THE EMPIRE'S LIFE LINE 
Though manifold danger, hem them the intrepid men of the Merchant Navy keep 

these ships on the move. 

W. G. PICKRELL 
PTY. LTD. 

42 KINP, STREET NEWTOWN 

• ENGINEERS 

• ELECTRIC WELDERS 

• SHEET METAL WORKERS 

Contractors for Steel Lockers to the 
Naval Board for Coastal Defence Vessels 

• 

P.O. Box 44, Newtown 

'Phonx: LA 5084 (3 lines) 

BUSSELL BROS. 
Grocers 

5 Cowpfr St., Waverley FW 1219 
.->4 L a c k e y S t . , S u m m e r Hi l l I A 1100 
208 O x f o r d S t . . W o o l l a h r a F W 3208 
75 lion<11 R o a d F W 3432 
1.13 B o n d ! R d . . B o n d ! F W 5468 
221 Hondi R d . , I londl F W 4382 
"08 N e w S o u t h H e a d R d . , Rone H a y Ft" 7370 
103 A n z a c P d e . , K e n f t l n g t o n F X 2894 
77 N e w C a n t e r b u r y R d . , P e t e r N h a m . . . . I.M 5530 
865 G a r d e n e r ' * R d Man. 498 
467 N e w S o u t h H e a d R d . , 

D o u b l e B a y F M 1720, F M 3138 
525 Old S o u t h H e a d R d . . R o n e B a y F l 9084 
419 V i c t o r i a R d . , C h a t u w o o d J A 4305 
227 C o o g e e B a y R d . , C o o g e c F X 5720 
372 M i l i t a r y R d . , C'remorne X M 5347 
86 Mi l l er S t . , N o r t h S y d n e y X B 1330 
896 M i l i t a r y R d . , Mornnan X M 2742 
902 A n s a e P d e . , M a r o u b r a F J 1746 
3 R o * l y n S t . . D a r l i n g l w r f t t F I - 2200 
88 O x f o r d St F A 1070 

1197 B o t a n y R d . , Mawcot; C n w l n ' i B r i d g e Rd. a n d 
R a i l w a y S t . , S y d e n h a m ; 248 O x f o r d S t . , P a d d i n g -
t o n ; 47 K r a k l n e v l l l c R d . . K r a k l n e v l l t e ; Car . B o o t h 

a n d T r a f a l g a r S t« . , A n n a n d a l e . 
Aluo a t P e n r i t h , Wlndwor, C a m p b e l l t o w a , 

B l a c k t o w n a n d M u d g e c . 
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STORM FROM THE WEST 
Come back with me to 1913—the year before 

the war that was to end all wars that was to 
make the world safe for Democracy. 

General Sir Ian Hamilton was in Australia. 
He had come from Britain to report and advise 
on defence. At Centennial Park, Sydney, a mili-
tary parade was arranged in his honour. It 
was to be climaxed with a march past of 20,000 
Senior Cadets. 

These lads were in the 14 to 18 age group (in 
those days, under the Compulsory Training 
Scheme, young men from 18 to 26 were classed 
as Militia). 

The day of the parade broke hot, with a gusty 
north-easter blowing. Towards noon the wind 
eased. The afternoon was stifling. We had 
struck another of Sydney's famous contrary 
spring days. 

I Look part in the parade. I remember 
every incident of i t ; our long, hot march to the 
Park; those thick woollen khaki shirts tucked 
into close-fitting breeches; those tight puttees 
that gripped our legs . . . that unbearable heat. 

The parade was mustered. The march past 
was about to begin. 

Suddenly, out of the west, a tornado swooped 
down on us. A screaming wind flung dust and 
papers and limbs of trees upon us. Purple 
clouds heralded worse to come—and it wasn't 
long in coming. There was a blinding flash of 
lightning—an ear-splitting crash of thunder. 

But above it all came a stentorian order, 
shouted a t us through the megaphones: 
"Parade—Attention! STAND FAST!" 

We stood. We stood as the full fu ry of the 
storm burst—the storm from the west—one of 
the most violent in Sydney's history. We stood, 
while rain and hail beat down upon us. We 
stood while thousands of spectators scampered 
for cover. We stood as the lightning and 
thunder, continuous now, seemed to single us 
out for special attack. 

Just in front of me, three civilians sheltered 
under a tree. A great flash of lightning—and 
the tree was split from top to bottom. Three 
bodies lay motionless on the ground. One of 
them was a charred mass. 

Then the storm, with tropical contrariness, 
ceased as suddenly as it had begun. 

The march past started—as odd a march past 
as you ever did see—a march past of sodden, 
dripping boys with squelching boots. But we 
were proud though bedraggled. We had stood 
fast in that blinding storm from the west. 

General Hamilton was proud, too. Next day 
he said: "I have no fear for the future of this 
country while it is in the hands of these steady 
young men." 

He knew his men. Within a year many of 
- those steady young chaps were in the A.I.F. 

They laid the foundations of the imperishable 
tradition of the Australian Digger—on Galli-
poli. in Egypt, in Palestine and in France— 
during the grim days of 1914-1918. 

To-day the sons of those men have taken up 
where their fathers left off. They have carried 
on the great tradition in Libya, Greece, Crete, 
Malaya. . . . 

For the first time in Australia's history her 
Militiamen have been in action—at Rabaul, in 

-*New Britain, at Port Moresby, in Papua, and 
in Darwin. 

Australia is proud of her men at arms. 
Australia is confident, too. 

«*_ For right here at home the sons of the men 
of 1913, who stood fast as the storm from the 

4west came down on them, are ready to stand 
.fast against the storm from the north that 
threatens to batter them any day now. 

STAND FAST! What a magnificent battle 
cry, not only for our gallant soldiers, but for 
the nation as a whole-

—From Dept. of Information. 
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American soldiers now training 
in Australia. 

Some Superstitions of Seafaring Folks 
By C U V E HOLLAND in the "Nautical Magazto ." 

Although there are almost numberless super-
stitions connected with the sea in the seafaring 
lore of different countries, it is doubtful whether 
the modern sailorman is at all more super-
stitious than landsmen of a similar class and 
with corresponding training and opportunities of 
acquiring knowledge. Most people, did they but 
admit it, will be found to have some pet super-
stition. Some will undertake no new work on a 
Friday, for example, yet others will neither sit 
down at table if the company numbers thirteen; 
or pass beneath a ladder. Indeed, superstition 

would appear from the world's history to be 
almost a human instinct. And of all people 
perhaps sailors—from the fact that they have 
to deal with and meet in Nature some of the 
most inexplicable of incidents and phenomena— 
are by environment and circumstances most 
prone to be superstitious. On close examination 
many of the superstitions of the sea would 
appear little more than those of the land, upon 
which, in the course of the ages, have been 
grafted sea interpretations of the various pheno-

(Continued on next page) 
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mena which have from time to time given rise 
to them. These have been preserved, as many 
land superstitions have not been, through the 
innate conservatism of the sailor-man, even 
though in the course of tL» years science or pure 
reason has afforded rational explanations of 
them. 

In olden times superstitions w.^re so intimately 
connected with the ship itself that they may be 
said to have formed a par t of her. I t was built 
into her in the very wood used for her keel; 
had a place in the flags which were to wave at 
her mastheads; played an important part at her 
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launching; had not a little to do with her name; 
the crew; and the times and reasons on which 
she was to sail. 

Superstition was responsible for the signs and 
portents which boded ill to her as much as for 
those which were esteemed to be indicative of 
good luck; and was even thought to control the 
winds and waves which gently swept her towards 
her desired haven or buffeted her from her port 
of destination. 

In many countries it was the practice to build 
some stolen wood into a ship's keel so that she 
might sail faster at night. But this practice 
was a somewhat risky one, as, if the first blow 
struck in doing this struck a spark, the ship was 
held to be doomed to destruction on her first 
voyage. 

The more elaborate ceremonies which took 
place in former times at the launch, when ships 
were garlanded with flowers and decked with 
leaves, and wine was poured on the deck, and 
the vessel purified and blessed by the priest 
who anointed it with egg and sulphur, still sur-
vive in a modified form in the launching cere-
mony of to-day, when a bottle of wine is shat-
tered against the cutwater of the receding ship 
as she is named and glides gracefully into the 
water. The old time pouring of wine by the 
captain on deck af ter it has just touched his 
lips, the "spread" of cakes and ale for the crew, 
the cups of wine offered to passers-by on the 
quay (the refusal to accept and drink which was 
considered an omen of coming disaster) have 
their modern and less picturesque equivalents 
in the dinner or other entertainment given by 
the builder in the yard. 

1906 1942 
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To have a cat on board is considered so un-
lucky that shipping agents will tell one that they 
know of many hands who will not ship for a 
voyage if they happen to know "poor puss" is a 
passenger. 

An old yacht's captain told the present writer 
that whilst he was a seaman in the Mercantile 
Marine quite a number of fatalities, which were 
almost inexplicable except as "bad luck," hap-
pened to a ship on which he voyaged to the 
western ports of South America. They started 
with a cat, and until she was drowned by one 
of the apprentices nothing but bad luck pursued 
the "Rose of Sharon." At Valparaiso a stray 
cat crept aboard and apparently escaped detec-
tion. A few hours out from tha t port a block 
fell, and striking the second mate on the head 
killed him instantaneously. An hour later mews 
proceeding from the hold apprised the seamen 
tha t puss was aboard, and to their satisfaction 
a t least explained the catastrophe. The cat was 
promptly sought for and when found tied up in 
a small bag heavily weighted and dropped over-
board! 

Lawyers, women, and clergymen have from 
time immemorial been looked upon with dis-
favour as passengers upon sailing ships and as 
certain to bring ill-luck. The first named from 
the antipathy of sailors to the profession, an 
antipathy so marked that the term "sea lawyer" 
is one of the greatest contempt. The second 
named are unpopular, no one seems to have quite 
discovered why. Possibly it is because a sailing 

ship is a very unsuitable place for them, or even 
because of the seamen's dread of witches and 
their spells. The third class of people, whether 
priests, clergymen or parsons, are probably con-
sidered to bring bad luck because of their black 
clothes, and the circumstances tha t their chief 
duties when on board are to bury the dead and 
console the sick. I t may also be tha t their 
presence is unwelcome because of the Devil being 
their chief enemy, and from tha t fact the fear 
arises that he will take pains by means of 
tempests to destroy them. 

There are many superstitions connected with 
family names, and men bearing certain of them 
would never be able to ship under their own. 

(Continued on next page) 

A V KEEPON^ 
VJ3UYI N O 

W A R S A V I N G S ' 
C E R T I F I C A T E S 

Sing a jong of sixpence— 
It isn't much to tp«nd; 
But every time you spend 

it, 
'^p y ° 9 get a 

DIVIDEND 

When You Shop at 

GREEN COUPON STORES 
J 



H R 14 THT NAVY U M M JOURNAL April. 1*4} 

SOME SUPERSTITIONS 
O F SEAFARING FOLKS 

Many animals, too, such as hares, black cats, 
pigs, etc., in olden times could not be safely 
carried or even mentioned on shipboard without 
disaster arising. And although these particular 
animals (with the exception of the cats) nowa-
days appear less unpopular there are still cap-
tains who would not have them aboard, and 
seamen who, if these were found there, would 
probably expect all sorts of misfortunes to ensue. 

Of all the nations, Russian Finns are supposed 
to be able to work the most potent spells. They 
are able, so Jack believes even to the present 
day, to call up hurricanes out of the vasty deep, 
ensure calms, and to bring about these undesir-
able events by merely sticking their knives into 
the mast. No seaman, so the superstition goes, 
ever knew a Russian Finn who was penniless, 
for by merely putting his hand into his pocket 
he is always able to find money, whilst his rum 
bottle like the widow of Scripture's cruse of oil 
never runs dry! 

Whistling is not liked aboard ship, that is to 
say landsmen's whistling. If a calm prevails a 
sailor-man frequently woos the good graces of 
St. Nicholas or St. Antonio by whistling in the 
hope and belief that a breeze will spring up, but 
when once the ship shows signs of having way 
on her woe betide the unwary passenger who 
whistles. Should he do so indeed he may per-
chance find that like the skipper in the "Golden 
Legend"— 

"Only a little while ago, 
I was whistling to Saint Antonio 
For a cap-full of wind to fill out sail, 
And instead of n breeze he has sent a gale." 

Many seamen even nowadays undoubtedly be-
lieve in the efficacy of whistling to raise the wind. 

The belief tha t ra ts desert a sinking ship or 
one that is doomed has some foundation in 
common-sense. Rats having a liking to be dry-
footed are in consequence very likely to desert 
the hold (in which they generally have their 
quarters) on the first appearance of a leak of 
any magnitude. I t is therefore probable that 
the exodus of the ra t s in nine cases out of ten 
may be taken as an indication of the unsea-
worthiness of the vessel. 

Raman Catholic sailors in many ports on Good 
Friday slack their gear, cockbill their yards, 
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and scourge an effigy of Judas; while Spanish 
seamen, on certain specified days, lay out aloft 
at sunset to beat the sheaves and pins of the 
blocks (pulleys) so as to drive the Devil out of 
the gear. 

I t is generally supposed, however, that this 
superstitious practice had its rise from the disas-
ter which in days gone by overtook a Spanish 
squadron that had lain at anchorage so long that 
when the enemy's fleet came in sight the ships 
were unable to make sail and engage it, owing 
to the pins and sheaves of the blocks having 
rusted and become unworkable. 

In ancient times figure-heads were generally 
the images of gods or goddesses, later on of 
saints and sea heroes. They were held in rever-
ence, and almost every seafaring nation has 
enshrined in their sea lore superstitions and 
beliefs connected with them. Chinese junks 
usually have two eyes, one on either side of the 
prow, to enable the vessel to see its way! A 
junk without these eyes is to a Chinese sailor-
man an absurdity. "No have eyes how see go?" 
they ask, and it is difficult indeed to persuade 
them that such things are useless. 

In ancient times, too, ships' bells were blessed, 
and if by any chance they were struck wrongly 
they were (and still on some ships are) struck 
backwards to break the evil spell which was 
believed to follow such an error. 

A Queen of the Sea, 1890. 

Amongst the many other superstitions of the 
sea is the world-wide one of the "Flying Dutch-
man," who for having cursed God was condemned 
forever more to navigate the high seas without 
putting into port; the burning phantom ship; 
and the ghostly S t Elmo's fire. In many a 
church of little fishing hamlets and ports on the 
French, Spanish, and Italian coasts are hung 
votive offerings, models of ships, rudder heads, 
and even rusty marlinspikes, for dangers passed 
through in safety, and as insurance against pos-
sible ones to come, visible signs that even in 
this twentieth century there survives in the 
heart of many a seafaring man some of the old 
superstitions which came into being when the 
world was young. 
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OUR SEAFARERS 
A correspondent questions our statement in the April issue of the Journal 

under the caption, "Merchant Navy Men," wherein we wrote: "An insignificant 
number of merchant seamen have left the sea since the beginning of the war." 
There is no valid reason why the view expressed then should be altered. We 
had in mind Australian and British-born seamen, not coloured men, or foreigners 
whose custom in normal times It was to sign British Articles, nor did our words 
include the personnel of Allied or neutral ships in the present war: of these, 
in regard to any dereliction of duty, allegiance, or change of vocation, we are 
not competent to express a trustworthy opinion from the incomplete data 
available. Subsequent inquiries have served to confirm all that appeared in 
the article under review. 

We venture to remind our correspondent of the fact that normal work and 
training of Merchant Navy men is in the ar ts of peace and not of war, even 
though it is true that a proportion of merchant seamen, especially those on 
passenger liners, are naval reservists who a t the outbreak of war were auto-
matically absorbed by the Senior Service and Its auxiliaries. The Royal and 
Royal Australian Navies, as everybody knows, provide our "front line" seamen 
and these men are our professional fighters on the sea, together with the Naval 
Air Service. I t is to fit these men for the exacting duties they must perform 
that Naval organisation, specialisation and general training are directed. Their 
job, too, is to afford the greatest possible measure of protection to the men and 
ships of the vitally indispensable Merchant Fleet on whlcn depends the transport 
by sea of necessary raw materials, all essential food commodities over and above 
home production, the multifarious articles of war equipment munitions and 
troops. No far-flung maritime empire can continue to function if its Mercantile 
Marine is unable to meet ail vitally important demands made upon i t 

(Continued on next page) 
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H A N D Y M A N 

By E. I f . Phillips. Merchant .Vflt'j 

When you're cheering for Tommy and shouting lor 
lack 

And fetching them bacon and beer, 
'Tis a wonderful thing, that none of you sing 

In praise of the Engineer, 
lie isn't a picturesque figure, I fear. 
Ilis manners and habits are somewhat queer. 
You may call it rot, but I'll tell you what. 
He's the handiest man of the blooming lot. 

Is the greasy Engineer. 

He is one of Britain's neglected sons 
For whom nobody seems to care. 

But Jack couldn't fix his wonderful guns 
If the other chap wasn't there. 

For whether in war or whether in peace 
He's up to his eyes in steam and grease. 
I f cute and smoke, packing and coke. 
IVhxle poets are praising the other folk. 

He stands by. does the Engineer. 

Nobody brings him peppermint drops 
And nobody stops to flatter, 

But they pretty soon shout if the engines stop 
And want to know what's the matter. 

But he's down below so they needn't fear, 
With a grip that is strong and head that's dear, 
Wailing for the Stand-by gong, 

Is the greasy Engineer. 

T h e N a v v B o a r d a n n o u n c e d r e c e n t l y t h a t t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n d e s t r o y e r " V a m p i r e " h a s been los t 
in ac t i on a g a i n s t t h e J a p a n e s e . T h e r e w e r e s o m e 
c a s u a l t i e s . 
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THE FORTY-NINERS1 SEAWAY 
The romance of the old forty-niners in the 

Californian goldfields and their adventures on 
the prairie route have been made familiar to 
most people by literature and the film, but the 
seaways which were used by the majority have 
been comparatively neglected. Yet their story 
is every bit as interesting as that of the land 
i oute, and the exhibition at San Francisco should 
make them far better known. 

Although the annexation of California by the 
United States and its subsequent confirmation 
by treaty with Mexico attracted comparatively 
little attention among the general public in the 
East, the authorities themselves realised the pos-
sibilities of the Western States even before the 
Mexican War, and carefully investigated the 
possibilities of shipping. The sailing ships' route 
round Cape Horn had been in use for many 
years, especially for the big trade in hides, but 
steamboats were the attraction of the moment 
and Washington was anxious to make the most 
of them. California was regarded as being a 
purely agricultural possession, and it was con-
sidered that the population would be sparse for 
a good many years, so that a steamship service 
would have to be heavily subsidised by the 
Government in order to cover its expenses. As 
they wanted to cut their commitments down as 
much as possible, a treaty was made in 1846 
between the United States and the Republic of 
New Granada, which then possessed the Isthmus 
of Panama, whereby the rights of New Granada 
were guaranteed in return for their undertaking 
to give America the right of way and transit 
across the Isthmus by any existing means or 
any which might be employed in the future. 

The road across the Isthmus had been used 
by the Spaniards for centuries, ever since Balboa 
discovered the Pacific in 1513. In the days of 
the Spanish rule the route was well maintained 
for mule trains, and it was the principal trade 
road between the Mother Country and the 
colonies in the Pacific. I t was unhealthy and 
frequently raided by buccaneers and others, so 
that at an early date the Spaniards considered 
cutting a canal to overcome these disadvantages 

and the jungle that was constantly overgrowing 
the road. 

The discovery of gold in California in 1848 
changed all preconceived plans based on agri-
culture. It took some time for the news to travel 
East and to spread, so that the real rush did 
not occur before 1849 although a good deal of 
gold was being found in the previous year. In 
1848 San Francisco was visited by a dozen sail-
ing vessels, mostly whalers, but in 1849 no fewer 
than 775 vessels left from the Atlantic ports 
alone, in addition to ships from practically every 
part of the globe to which the news had pene-
trated. Nearly 100,000 passengers were landed 
on the San Francisco waterfront. 

The rush caught the U.S. authorities in the 
middle of their negotiations with the steamship 
companies. Efforts to establish mail services 
in 1845 and 1847 had been unsuccessful, because 
the authorities had insufficient funds at their 
disposal to at tract the shipowners from less 
hazardous routes. Finally, the U.S. Mail Com-
pany agreed to run a steamboat service between 
New York, New Orleans and Chagres on the 
Atlantic side of the Isthmus, and just before the 
discovery of gold was published Washington had 
concluded another contract with the Pacific Mail 
Company to run a monthly service from Panama 
to Oregon, with calls at various points on the 
Mexican and Californian coasts. These two ser-
vices were linked by the Overland Route across 
the Isthmus and promised the Western states, 
of which Oregon was then regarded as being 
quite as important as California, all the steamer 
facilities that they could reasonably demand at 
that date, for the cost of sending steamships 
round the Horn was quite prohibitive. The dis-
covery of gold concentrated the attention on 
San Francisco; the Pacific Mail ships got their 
contract rectified to stop there and to cover the 
Northern part of the route with smaller tonnage 
on a branch line. 

Naturally enough, there was very soon plenty 
of opposition, and how a large proportion of the 
steamers ever finished the voyage is a mystery, 
for vessels of all types were pressed into the 
service and the greater part of them were abso-
lutely unsuitable and would never have been 
allowed to sail by the U.S. steamboat inspectors 
of to-day. On the other hand, some of the ships 

(Continued on page 10) 
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"BLOOD BROTHERS" 

When Australians and Americans 
Fought As One 

American and Australian soldiers, sailors and 
airmen are to-day blood brothers in arms. The 
Supreme Commander-in-Chief in the Anzac Area 
(General Douglas MacArthur) has said so. Aus-
tralia's own army leader (General Sir Thomas 
Blarney) has said so. 

This blood brothership of the men of two 
great Pacific democracies is no new relationship 
forged by the military demands of a common 
cause. I t is a relationship that goes back to 
the mud and blood of France in 1918 when 
Australian and American troops, under the com-
mand of Australia's greatest soldier, General Sir 
John Manash, helped complete the rout of the 
tottering German armies. 

I t was a glorious chance that fixed July 4— 
the anniversary of American Independence—as 
the date of the Battle of Hamel in which Ameri-
can and Australian troops won a great victory. 

When he was planning the Battle of Hamel, 
Sir John Uonash was given 1,000 American 
troops of the 33rd Division whom he divided into 
platoons and split up among the seasoned Aus-
tralian brigades. So skilful was Monash's plan-
ning of that battle that the full text of his battle 
orders and a detailed description of his battle 
plans and preparations were published by British 
GJI.Q. for the benefit of all army leaders. 

Although less than a division took part in the 
action, 3,000 Germans were killed or wounded, 
1,500 prisoners were taken and a great deal of 
booty captured. 

This is what General Monash had to say about 
the Americans:— 

"It was the first occasion in the war that the 
Americans fought in an offensive battle. The 
contingent of them who joined us acquitted them-
selves most gallantly and were ever af ter re-
ceived by the Australians as blood brothers—a 
fraternity which operated to our mutual advan-
tage three months later." 

Three months later Monash was offered the 
2nd American Corps to help the A.I.F. break the 
Hindenburg Line around Bullicourt. In all, 
50,000 Americans, commanded by Major-General 
G. W. Read, were put under his leadership. 

Monash thus describes the conduct of the 
Americans in the battle:— 

"They showed a fine spirit, a keen desire to 
learn, magnificent individual bravery and splen-
did comradeship." 

The Australians and Americans took longer 
than was expected to reach their objective, but 
they got there. 

They got there as a single army, led by an 
Australian. 

I t may be an American who will lead the next 
invincible combination of Australian and Ameri-
can blood brothers to victory in the Pacific. 

—From Dept. of Information. 
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"THIN GREEN LINE" GROWS 
STRONGER 

Work of V.D.C. 
Behind the khaki bulwark of Australia's home 

army stretches a thin green line of toughened 
warriors and of soldiers in the making. 

These are the men of the Volunteer Defence 
Corps, the patriots who are giving up all leisure 
hours to learn the a r t s of war and make their 
country's security more secure. 

Every day their numbers swell. Every day 
the thin green line is becoming thicker, more 
solid. 

"Grasshoppers" is the affectionate term that 
the boys in khaki have for their green-uniformed 
brothers in arms. The description is apt in more 
than a colour sense, for the V.D.C. is being 
trained in guerrilla fighting—in the ar ts of that 
"little war" which demands the agility of a 
grasshopper in those who wage it well. 

Ranks Open to All 
Th"e V.D.C. claims to represent the real morale 

of Australia. I t is no idle claim. The Corps is 
open to all Australian males between 18 and 60 
years who are not eligible to bear arms with the 
regular forces because of age or reserved 
occupation. 

There is no sectional control of the V.D.C. Like 
all other branches of the Australian Forces, it is 
organised from Army Headquarters. Like all 
other branches of the Defence Forces, it knows 
only one allegiance, one duty—the security of 
Australia. 

Hard, Modern Training 
The Volunteer Defence Corps is a real military 

unit with a real military job to do. Recognising 
this, tne Government is providing many new 
training centres in addition to the many already 
in operation in drill halls, municipal halls and 
spare buildings in city and country. Members 
of the Corps are being trained on the lines of 
the ordinary field forces in such vital branches 
of military science as field-craft, guerrilla fight-
ing, tank-hunting, road blocks, bombing, grenade 
attacks, demolition and technical exercises. 

It is hard, modern, realistic training to which 
members of the Corps devote their leisure, and 
hardly a man who has been with the Corps for 
six months has not done his share of bivouacs, 
day and night manoeuvres and special schools of 
instruction. 

Surprises for Enemy 
How well the V.D.C. has responded to training 

is proved by one incident in recent large-scale 
military manoeuvres "somewhere in Victoria." 
Members of the Corps co-operated with crack 
full-time units in this elaborate war game, and 
time and again the local V.D.C. members, with 
their intimate knowledge of the terrain and 
conditions, were ahead of the official intelligence 
units with vitally important information. 

Australia's Volunteer Defence Corps has many 
surprises in store for any infiltrators flying 
columns or parachute troops who may pierce 
the lines of the regular army. 

Members of the V.D.C. have a job to do, and 
they mean business. If the emergency comes, 
they will be there—a secondary line of trained 
defence that has both the will and the ability 
to become a first line if the occasion demands. 

—From Dept. of Information. 
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—Courtesy ' S.M. Herald. ' 
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SAVED BY A COACH HORSE 
By Captain A. W. Peane , F.R.G.S. 

After leaving the sea I received an appoint-
ment in London to manage the gold dredging 
company on the Molyneaux River, Otago, N.Z. 
During that time I had a thrilling experience. 
Having decided to inspect the gold dredging 
companies higher up the river, I hired a buggy 
and pair of horses and started from Alexandria, 
my headquarters. 

Shortly af ter leaving the township I saw that 
one of the horses was not fit, so went very 
slowly until I reached Clyde. Here I managed 
to get Hughie Craig, the well-known coach-driver 
of Cobb & Co.'s coaches, to lend me a horse. 
This change of horses saved by life. 

The next stopping-place was to be Cromwell, 
which I reckoned upon reaching about 9 p.m., 
intending to stay the night there. Soon af ter 
leaving Clyde darkness fell, with a thick drizzle, 
so I lighted my two lamps, which shone very 
brightly. My road ran along the right bank of 
the river, and in many parts I could look a hun-
dred feet below me at the roaring cataract; even 
if out of sight it could be heard plainly. My 
own horse was on the river side and the bor-
rowed coach-horse on the inside. About 8.30 
p.m., when I began to think I should soon see 
the Cromwell lights, and when I was in about 
the very worst part of the road, suddenly a tall, 
white figure with both arms held up appeared 
in f ront of the horses in the full glare of my 
lights. The horses made a bound to the left, 
or towards the river; I felt the buggy slant out-
wards, and I knew the wheels were over the 
bank. However, the coach-horse, which had 
travelled hundreds of times over the road, saved 
me—he leaned, whilst going full speed towards 
the inside, and by his weight pulled his mate 
and the buggy back to safety, flew past the 
figure, and then took charge of me. 

For four miles we tore along that road, pass-
ing tent af ter tent on the hillside, with the 
miners rushing out to see what lunatic was risk-
ing his life, until we came to the Cromwell 
bridge, with an almost right-angle curve to the 
left. The coach-horse again saved me; he liter-
ally pushed my mad beast round, and here we 
narrowly escaped being smashed up. We clat-
tered over the bridge, with a riderless horse 
ahead of us, and drew up at the hotel door, the 
whole population running out of their houses to 
see what was the matter. At first everyone 
thought I was on a drunken spree, and it was 

• only the sight of the riderless, foaming horse, 
-which also had stopped, that told them some-
thing was wrong. I reported the matter to the 
local police, thanked God for my escape, had a 
good supper and sleep, and next morning went 
on to Quecnstown. 

On my arrival there I was met by the police, 
and was told that I was wanted to show them 
where the affair had happened, as a Government 
official was missing. In company with the police-
men, I went back over the road. When we 
reached the place it made me feel ill to look at 
it. Over 250 feet below was the roaring river. 
At the edge of the bank the tracks of wheels 
were plainly seen where they had gone over 
about eight inches below the edge. Here the 
soil which they took with them had held just 
long enough for the coach-horse to bring it back 
on the road again—even the marks of my horse's 
feet were visible over the bank. I t was a mar-
vellous escape indeed. 

Apparently a man had been down the river 
collecting taxes from the miners and on other 
business connected with the sluicing claims. 
Somehow he had been thrown off his horse, 
which was the one I heard ahead of me galloping 
into the township. Hearing my buggy come 
along, the man endeavoured to stop it. He had 
a long white waterproof coat on, and this was 
the apparition that frightened my horses, and no 
wonder. Ten days later his body was picked up 
a t Beaumont 100 miles down the river. 1 thank 
God to this day for the loan of Hughie Craig's 
coach-hone. 
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THE FORTY-NINERS' S E A W A Y 
(Continued from page 5) 

were remarkably fine vessels for their day, 
although the Americans were tempted by their 
unlimited supplies of the finest shipbuilding 
timber to stick to wooden ships and paddle pro-
pulsion a t a time when the Europeans were 
beginning to discover the advantages of iron. 
W. H. Aspinwaii was the moving spirit in the 
Pacific Mail Line, which was often known as 
"Aspinwall's Line," and his ships were particu-
larly well built as he fully realised the great 
handicap which he had to overcome in the lack 
of docking facilities and coaling stations in the 
Pacific. Coal had to be taken round the Horn 
by sailing ships and cost a lot, while docking 
had to be avoided as much as possible. The 
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Pacific mail service was inaugurated by the 
"California," which arrived at San Francisco at 
the end of February, 1849, af ter a very adven-
turous voyage which had connected at Panama 
with the New York mail service across the 
Isthmus, and the first really big wave of gold 
miners who fought for places in the ship. Over-
crowding was the order of the day; some of the 
more reputable owners did what they could to 
control the numbers which they carried, but the 
officials could have done nothing even if they 
had troubled, for the great desire was to get 
out to the Land of Promise and nothing else 
mattered. 

The most formidable opposition to the sub-
sidised companies started in 1851 when the 
famous "Commodore" Vanderbilt, who had got 
his early experience with a little ferry steamer, 
put ships on to both the Atlantic and the Pacific 
routes. He used the Isthmus of Nicaragua for 
his land passage instead of Panama, and al-
though his ships were very bitterly criticised on 
every count he managed to a t t ract a very large 
number and materially assisted in reducing the 
time between the Isthmus and San Francis:o 
from three weeks to a fortnight or less. The fili-
bustering campaign in Nicaragua in 1856 closed 
Vanderbilt's route, and he threatened to move to 
Panama in direct opposition to the Pacific Mail 
who bought him out for cash. Some years later 
he came to another agreement whereby he main-
tained the service from New York to the Isthmus 
by way of New Orleans, covering the old U.S. 
Mail Company's route, while the Pacific Mail 
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operated the Western section. In 1865 his At-
lantic ships were bought out and the Pacific Mail 
then operated the service right through. 

I t is curious that, while California was pro-
ducing almost incredible wealth, it was never 
able to finance a steamship company although 
several attempts were made. Practically all the 
financial business was done in New York, where 
the demand for passages to California, without 
any regard to what was to be paid, attracted 
innumerable companies which were mostly of 
the bubble class without any hope of permanent 
success. The bigger companies did not hesitate 
to overcome this competition by any means that 
were convenient; there were no gloves used by 
either side. The bigger companies had some 
advantage by the efforts that they made to 
regulate their ships, but, generally speaking, 
the miners who went to California by sea were 
not of the same fine type as the pioneers who 
crossed in prairie schooners, and the passenger 
lists contained some of the worst elements in 
the Eastern states. The officers of the steamers 
had to be ready for trouble day and night, not 
only among the passengers themselves, but also 
among the crews, for in spite of good pay and 
conditions any number of the hands who signed 
on only did so for the purpose of getting to the 
goldfields, while others found that service in the 
Pacific steamers was the best way of keeping out 
of the hands of the police who only wanted their 
particular area left alone. The work done by 
those officers is worthy of a full history. 

The American steamship companies were not 
the only ones interested in the Panama route, 
for the gold diggings attracted adventurers from 
the whole of Europe. Ships of all countries, 

both sail and steam, packed the harbour of 
Chagres, but the most prominent house flag was 
tha t of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. 
I t was only a comparatively short distance be-
tween their West Indian terminal and the coast 
of Panama, so that they took full advantage of 
the gold rush and extended the route of the 
paddlers with which they then maintained the 
service. So popular was this extension that it 
was at one time suggested that the Australian 
mails should be sent by the Panama route. Very 
thorough in everything that it did, the Royal 
Mail advanced the government of New Granada 
—which was in its usual state of chronic im-
pecuniosity—the funds to repair the Cruces road 
which was an important par t of the Isthmus 
route, and afterwards found part of the money 
to build the Panama Railroad. 

(Continued on next page) 
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THE FORTY-NINERS' S E A W A Y 

The completion of this railroad, carried out 
with the very greatest difficulty, was a godsend 
to the gold-seekers, for before its advent the 
road was a very unpleasant one. Passengers 
who landed a t Chagres proceeded up river by 
native dug-out canoe, having to provide their 
own sleeping equipment and everything that was 
necessary. Owing to the dangers in the river, 
ranging from rapids to snags, the canoes were 
only able to proceed by daylight and the native 
canoe men had a habit of stopping at intervals 
during the day as well. If they were allowed to 
do this the river part of the journey might take 
any time, while if their passenger objected he 
was liable to be tipped into the river among the 
alligators with all his food and luggage. 

There were two roads from the end of navi-
gation into Panama, the first leaving the river 
a t Gorgona. There it was that the canoe men 
would always stop if they could contrive to, 
although the proper road was from Cruces, some 
distance fur ther up. The Cruces road, whose 
connection with the R.M.S.P. has been mentioned, 
was regarded as a remarkably good one and was 
usable at all seasons, whereas the Gorgona road 
was quite impossible during the rains. The river 
part of the trip generally took three days and 
another was spent on mule pack to reach 
Panama. In the early days the time from New 
Tork to San Francisco, across the Isthmus, was 
between 33 and 35 days supposing that the 
steamers at either end were not suffering from 
one of their frequent breakdowns. The Panama 
Railroad, when it was opened in 1855, cut down 
the time across the Isthmus from four days to 
four hours. I t was reckoned to be the most 
expensive railroad ever built, about £30,000 per 
mile, but it got so much traffic that nearly a 
third of the cost was repaid before the line was 
completed. While it was actually under con-
struction the eager miners would take the train 
as f a r as they could, even if it was only a few 
miles, and they did not mind what they paid 
for it. 

Even more romantic with a glamour to hide 
some of the uglier aspects, was the sailing ship 
route by way of Cape Horn which had an 
immense influence on naval architecture all over 
the world, and which waa the route chosen by 
moat miners. Ships had been going round Cape 
Horn Into the Pacific far a long time, but until 
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the gold rush there was no great effort made 
to attain speed and the haphazard sailing de-
scribed by Dana in "Two Tears before the Has t" 
was the order of the day. As early as 1830 
the famous Matthew Maury of the U.S. Navy 
had conceived the idea of wind and current 
charts for the assistance of sailing ships, and 
twenty years later his absolutely sound ideas 
were still having to fight for a hearing. I t was, 
perhaps, the difficulties of the Cape Horn passage 
which had more influence than anything else in 
persuading professional seamen to listen to 
Captain Maury. Until then the voyages were 
generally unnecessarily protracted, which was 
the last thing tha t either owners or passengers 
desired, unnecessarily strain was put on the 
personnel which caused heavy casualties, and 
damage was caused to the ship's gear which 
could often have been avoided. 

When the rush started the clipper ship, al-
though it had already been evolved out of the 
old Baltimore clippers and other sources, was 
still in a somewhat primitive state, and there 
were many authorities who doubted the value of 
an extra knot or two when it was obtained by 
fining down the lines until the ship could carry 
very little cargo. The competition of the early 
Cunard and other steamers had forced the 
owners of Atlantic packet ships to go in more 
and more for clipper lines for the carriage of 
their emigrants, but they were regarded as being 
the exception and even they were criticisd. 
When the news of the gold discovery was circu-
lated, every available ship was fitted out for the 
Californian trade as quickly as possible. Not 
only were there thousands of hopeful miners to 
be transported, but all their gear and a good 
deal of their food as well, for the sudden influx 
had completely swamped the productive ability 
of the State. Those who had struck lucky in 
the goldflelds had an ability to buy that they 
never had before, and as both the overland and 
the steam route were far too expensive to be 
considered for goods, the sailing ship vis Cape 
Horn had a magnificent opportunity. 

From 1849 onwards the principal shipyards 
on the New England Coast were kept busy 
building clipper ships. I t was in the early days 
tha t their lines were most extreme, the aim of 
the builders and owners being to contrive a 
110-day passage f rom New Tork or Boston to 
San Francisco with tolerable regularity, less 
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SEA CADET NOTES 
It is now known that one hundred and eighty 

Navy League Sea Cadet officers, instructors, 
petty officers and cadets joined Australia's fight-
ing services—mainly the Navy—since the be-
ginning of the war. Five were on H.M.A.S. 
Sydney when she was lost; three formed part 
of the complement of the Perth when she was 
sunk in action by the Japanese, and one was 
killed in action in the Mediterranean. 

North Sydney Company (Mr. J . Williams in 
command) continues to provide excellent mus-
ters on training nights. Signalling, compass 
classes, first aid, squad drill, boat-work, rope and 
splicing, etc., are part of the curriculum. Mr.. 
Williams and all those associated with him are 
deserving of the support and goodwill of all 
citizens who are interested in the training of 
boys in the elements of seamanship. Woolwich 
and Manly Companies, under the respective com-
mands of Messrs. H. Collins and E. Barton, are 

numerically smaller than North Sydney, but 
the work is similar, equally as useful and of a 
high standard of efficiency. 

» « * 

Lieutenant Alan Hill, R.A.N.R., and Lieuten-
ant Farr, formerly associated with the League, 
still take an interest in Sea Cadet activities. We 
were glad to meet them again recently, and to 
wish them the best of good fortune. 

» » # 

N A V Y ' S T H A N K S F O R J A C K ' S D A Y 
F U N D 

The chairman of the Royal Australian Naval 
Relief Fund Jacks' Day Appeal, Rear-Admiral 
G. C. Muirhead-Gould, has received a letter from 
the Rear-Admiral commanding the Australian 
Squadron, thanking the people of New South 
Wales for their magnificent response to the 
appeal. 

The appeal has resulted in a total of £46,000 
being raised up to date. 

THE FORTY-NINERS' S E A W A Y 
whenever possible. These extreme ships were 
usually very uncomfortable for their passengers, 
which mattered very little to the owners as they 
were most unlikely to see any of those passen-
gers again, but they also had a tendency to 
wrack themselves to pieces alow and aloft, which 
was a very serious matter indeed as the ship 
repairing facilities in the Pacific were practically 
non-existent, and where they did exist they were 
terribly expensive. So in the mid-fifties the 
lines were made more moderate to give a 
healthier ship and also to carry more cargo, and 
this was often done without impairing the ship's 
speed in the least. 

Some of the most noteworthy naval architects 
and shipbuilders in the world were busy on the 
Californian clippers, headed by the famous 
Donald MacKay. Their designs were magnificent 
and influenced the whole world; within the limi-
tation of soft woods their construction also could 
scarcely be bettered, in spite of the fact that 
many of the ships were turned out in record 
time, but they were pressed so hard to make the 
best passages that very few of them had long; 
Uvea. Some of them foundered while they were 

still new; several were burned through the gross 
carelessness of their passengers in spite of the 
fire discipline which the officers tried to main-
tain. Most of the remainder were leaking so 
badly af ter a few years that they were relegated 
to the trades in which salt water did not really 
matter, but in those their fine lines were very-
much against them by limiting their carrying 
capacity. 

Ever since the earliest days of the indepen-
dence of the United States, the keynote of their 
shipping policy has been that the coastal trade is 
strictly reserved for American ships, generally 
American-built as well, and as there was no 
foreign competition with its cheaper crews and 
smaller running expenses, the American owners 
could afford to see a certain amount of waste. 
Waste there was in plenty in every department, 
and the fares and freights charged on the inter-
coaatai run tempted harpies of every kind to vic-
timise the shipowners. Among the worst were the 
crimps and keepers of sailors' boarding houses 
in New York City, to whom the shipowners had 
to pay a heavy bribe or they could not get a 
single seaman, although the port was full of men 
who were willing to ship before the mast without 
pay in order to get to the goldfields. 
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When they did get their crews on board they 
were the toughest to be found anywhere in the 
world, leaving even the famous Liverpool "packet 
rats" completely in the shade. They cared 
nothing for discipline and every one of them had 
every intention of deserting for th<1 goldfields, 
where he was sure that he would soon find a 
fortune big enough to keep him in idleness for 
the rest of his days. An able seaman's pay 
varied from 125 to 200 dollars a month, but 
such a sum meant little to them, and if they got 
the opportunity they deserted and left their 
accumulated pay with the ship. In July, 1850, 
there were no less than 500 idle ships in 'Frisco 
Bay, unable to get away for lack of men. Many 
of these never left port. Over a hundred of 
them were used as floating stores, hotels, hos-
pitals or prisons a t their anchorage, while others 
were drawn up into the mud of the San Francisco 
waterfront where they supplied ready-made 
warehouses and lodgings at a time when there 
was no labour to erect orthodox buildings. A 
good example is the case of the British ship 
"Niantic" which arrived in San Francisco in 
July, 1849, and was abandoned by all hands from 
the captain downwards. After being idle for 
some months she was either bought, or else 
quietly possessed, for conversion into a ware-
house ashore. Firmly embedded in the mud she 
seemed quite safe, but her topsides were des-
troyed by fire and the part of the hull below 
ground was used as the foundations and cellars 
of the Niantic Hotel which was built on to it. 

Another great difficulty which the shipowners 
had to face, even greater than the desertion 
trouble which tended to right itself when dis-
appointed miners drifted down to the waterfront 
again, was the lack of return cargoes to the 
East, so that ships which had made large sums 
in fares and freights to California generally had 
to cross the Pacific in ballast and search for a 
cargo in the East Indies or China. The repeal 
of the British Navigation Acts at about the same 
time that the trade started gave the American 
clippers a great chance in the tea trade between 
China and Britain, and they took full advantage 
of i t 

However, the outward rates were generally 
sufficient to cover any risk on the homeward. 
In 1850 the clipper "Samuel Russell" loaded at 
60 dollars per ton, earning 72,000 dollars for 
the single run, which was roughly what she had 
cost to build. Several other ships were equally 
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lucky. The clipper's best advertisement for these 
high rates was her speed, and fast passages 
were fully advertised, so fully indeed that nowa-
days it is often difficult to see just how true 
some of the claims are. In 1849 the record 
passage from New York to San Francisco was 
120 days by the Memnon." In 1850 the "Sea 
Witch" did the run in 97 days, and in 1851 the 
"Flying Cloud" sailed from Sandy Hook to San 
Francisco in 89 days 21 hours, which stood as 
the record until I860 when the "Andrew Jack-
son" did it in 89 days 4 hours. 

The American Civil War checked the construc-
tion of big clippers for the Californian trade, but 
even if i t had not occurred it is doubtful whether 
their trade would have continued, as the profits 
had been greatly reduced. The completion of 
the trans-continental railway, and the substitu-
tion of grain for gold as California's most im-
portant product, put an end to all the exotic 
romance of the Cape Horn route although it was 
•till to produce the finest seamen in the world. 
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THE KING! 
The official organ of the English Navy League, "The Navy," 

reports:— 

His Majesty King George VI has become Admiral of the Sea 
Cadet Corps. 

Previously, Sir Lionel Halsey had been Admiral of the Navy 
League Sea Cadet Corps. He accepts a lower rank. Why? Because 
the King himself has become Admiral of the Sea Cadet Corps. 
Among all the honours earned by our Sea Cadets, amidst all the 
pride in official recognition of their service, no honour could 
possibly be the occasion for so much pride as this personal contact 
between the Crown and the Sea Cadet Corps. King George VI 
has been, as his father was, an ordinary officer in the Royal Navy. 
He has done what no other monarch has done since the legendary 
days of personal heroism. He served as a junior officer in a gun 
turret of a battleship in the greatest naval battle of history. His 
titular command of the Sea Cadet Corps will be forever an 
inspiration to duty and discipline. 

At the same time the Duke of Montrose becomes Commodore 
of the Sea Cadet Corps in Scotland. 
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SEA CADET NOTES 

Messrs. H. Collison and Crosskill, on short 
leave from the R.A.A.F., paid a call at League 
Headquarters recently before returning to their 
respective units. Both were formerly associated 
with Woolwich Company of Sea Cadets when, as 
officers, they gave years of excellent. service. 
Most of their colleagues are in the Fighting 
Services for the "duration," and when oppor-
tunity offers they, too, look up the Navy League 
and its Sea Cadet Corps. 

Mr. J. Williams (O.C., North Sydney Com-
pany) reports: "Twenty cadets under my charge 
attended the funeral of the late cadet Dawson 
Brown of this Company. 

"Leading-seaman Richard Whitford is com-
mended for saving a boy from drowning. Details 
of the act will be supplied to the Royal Humane 
Society. 

"A working party under my charge visited 
the boatshed at Woolloomooloo Bay when the 
punt, lying alongside, was beached to free it 
from water. I take this opportunity to thank 
the personnel of Preston's boatshed for their 
ready assistance and for the use of their slip 
and winch to aid in getting the punt ashore for 
overhaul. 

"Good musters of cadets are a feature at 'Vic-
tory' Depot. The lads are looking forward to 
the Patriotic Pageant to take place a t the Sydney 
Sports Ground on the afternoon of June 21. We 
hope to meet our fellow officers and cadets there 
from Woolwich and Manly units. 

"Mr. Armstrong has been appointed acting 
Chief Officer of this Company." 

North Sydney Cadets were most interested 
to hear Mr. D. Brennan (a former member of 
North Sydney unit till he joined up) relate some 
of his many and varied experiences afloat since 
the beginning of the war. 

To the relatives of the late Dawson 
Brown, Cadet a t "Victory" Depot, North 
Sydney, Officers and Cadets extend their 
sincere sympathy. 
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SIGNS AND PORTENTS 
Irresistible forces have been more in evidence 

than immovable objects in this war. 
Many people see in the great British air-raids 

on German cities the beginning of the end of 
Germany as a mighty antagonist. They may be 
right 

It is the writer's opinion that no matter how 
devastating and morale-shaking the effects of 
such raids, they of themselves will not win the 
war. Much of ladostry will be dislocated and 
masses of Invaluable equipment will be 
destroyed, but unless the German armies in the 
field are smashed and scattered beyond recovery, 
Germany will not be beaten. It may be that air-
raids of the intensity of those over Germany 
would reduce Italy to calls for peace, but that 
they will crumble the military spirit and power 
of Germany is far more problematical. 

The destructiveness of air-power is not under-
rated, nor are the far-reaching possibilities of 
the planned use of the plane hidden from the 
imagination, but planes to be war-winners must 
be used In large numbers as part of the armies 
In the field for the purpose of disorganising and 
destroying; and at sea their value must be 
immeasurably extended proportionately to an 
ever-increasing number of aircraft-carriers from 
which they can operate. It is, of course, true 
that ships within range of land-based aircraft 
greatly add to their own chances of destruction, 

especially if not screened by a strong force of 
carrier-borne fighter aircraft. But all this does 
not detract from the world-shaking importance 
of the movement of the vast armies on the 
Russo-German front. Here, in this writer's 
opinion, the first real cracks to victory or defeat 
will be unmistakably revealed. 

The action of commandos, of guerrilla warfare, 
of sporadic raids of all kinds can have no influ-
ence on the main issues which will decide the 
fate of the world for generations to come. And 
It seems crystal clear that the main issues 
will be resolved on the principal Russian fronts 
and on the sea. 

Briefly, then, final victory will not be achieved 
until the main German armies in the field are 
utterly broken and routed. Whether the Allies 
are capable of accomplishing this gigantic task 
by military effort is far from certain, but it Is 
clear that overwhelming victory most be sought 
via this road and not along the by-roads where 
singleness of aim and purpose weaken and lose 
their knock-out punch. 

Militarily the Allies have not yet even 
scratched Japan through her skin, but they have 
suffered a t her hands mnch loss of valuable 
tissue. The present moving picture is of enor-
mous efforts, of positional sparring, of terrific 
blows, of destruction, of death, but the end Is 
far off. 

—W.WJI. 
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THE BISMARCK BATTLE 
Here is an authentic story of what happened on beard the battleship 

"Bismarck" during her last Fateful Minutes 

By ROBERT S. CLOSE in "Digest of World Reading," Well-known Writer of Sea Stories 

On the night of May 21, 1941, two grey 
shadows swept out from the Norwegian port of 
Bergen into the bleak waste of the North Atlan-
tic. One was the German battleship, "Bismarck," 
arrogant in pride as the world's mightiest battle-
ship, and supremely confident of her unsink-
ability; the other, her escort, the 10,000-ton 
cruiser, "Prince Eugen." Into the broad passage 
between Greenland and Iceland they headed, a 
wolf and her sturdy cub on prowl for Allied 
convoys. 

But their departure from a guarded lair had 
not passed unnoticed. Alert aerial reconnaissance 
warned the British of the menace, and formid-
able units of the British Fleet, including Britain's 
largest battleship, "Hood," and her newest and 
most powerful, "Prince of Wales," were imme-
diately mobilised to intercept them. 

At dawn of May 24 the steel gladiators tore 
the misted curtain and entered the arena from 
opposite horizons. Aboard the "Bismarck" pipes 
shrilled, loud-speakers blared a brazen call to 
battle. 

From almost extreme range, the "Hood's" 
15-inch guns opened fire, hurling great shells 
through the scud and spume. The "Bismarck" 
answered with all her turrets. 

Then the German directed her fire at the 
"Prince of Wales." The grey canopy of growing 
day filled with a thunderous rumble. Sheets of 
spray blanketed the "Prince." She stumbled in 
her stride and yawed from her course. A roar 
of triumph burst from the "Bismarck" men as 
she was seen to drift injured from the running 
fight. The duel was left to the "Bismarck" and 
the "Hood" across 13 miles of icy seas. 

At the "Bismarck's" third salvo, the lookouts 
saw the "Hood" belch a gust of oily smoke. The 
giant ship reared in the sea, listed to port, then 
suddenly buckled and broke in two. The stern 
half sank immediately. Like a harpooned whale 

the other half floundered for several minutes, 
then slowly slid beneath the rush of endless 
combers. Vale the vanquished. The brief and 
deadly combat was over. 

From the turret crews to those in the tunnels 
far below the waterline the news swept in a 
fire of jubilation to every compartment of the 
"Bismarck." Men cheered and embraced each 
other. With only scarred injuries, and a few 
wounded among her immense crew, the "Bis-
marck" had won cheap victory. 

For two days the ship seethed with excitement 
and jubilation. The crew mustered to hear the 
stirring speeches radioed from their Fuehrer, 
and to hear announcements of decorations 
awarded to members of the gunnery crews. 
Motion picture operators from Dr. Goebbels' 
propaganda department, who had filmed the 
naval action, now recorded lifted faces roaring 
"Sieg Heils" of victory. 

The mighty ship was packed from stem to 
stern, for in addition to her usual complement 
she carried 500 cadets from Flensburg, the Ger-
man naval academy. The elation on board was 
not merely a reaction from anxiety. It was the 
accomplishment of a triumph all had confidently 
expected, not only because of the belief in the 
leadership of a Leader they had been trained 
never to doubt, or even in the supreme belief of 
their Master Race that had been inoculated into 
them from infancy (most were yet in their 
early twenties), but because the engagement 
apparently justified the data regarding the "Bis-
marck's" structure, which had always claimed 
her to be invincible and unsinkable. 

And certainly this belief was not altogether 
based on nebulous propaganda. The "Bismarck!' 
was the greatest and most powerful warship 
ever to have been built. There seems little doubt 
that her tonnage was much greater than the 
35,000 tons permitted under the Naval Treaty. 
Some competent authorities have rated it nearer 
double. She was faster than any British or U.S. 

(Continued on next page) 



Pe«e I TNI NAVY I H M JOMtNAl Jaw. 1M1 

I 

MACHINE TOOLS 

WOODWORKING MACHINERY 

SMALL TOOLS 

ENGINEERS' SUNDRIES 

COODALL * CO. PTY. LTD. 
Machinery Merchants 

301-305 KENT STREET SYDNEY 
"Phone: B 7714 (5 lines) 

SHOES . . . 

The largest and most up-to-date Shoo Store 
in t h e District. Full and half sizes in all styles 
f o r men, women and children. Here you can 
c h o o s e your exact styles and fitt ings and securo 
if a t a lower price than you would pa / 
el—where. 

Your inspection invited 

A. BAGLEY & SON 
"THE lOOT STORE" 

211-213 BEAMISH ST.. CAMPSIE. LF3I83 

THE BISMABCK BATTLE (continued) 

battleship. While her length was about equal 
to the largest unit in the British navy, her beam 
of 118 f t . gave her spreading weight and power, 
a solid structure to carry the four massive 
turrets for her eight 15-inch guns, and ample 
room for her four planes amidships. 

But it was in her hull below the waterline 
rather than her armament that made her unique 
in naval shipbuilding. For here the shell of her 
bottom was protected by no less than five skins 
of steel, each honeycombed into watertight cells 
of complicated arrangement. She was as near 
to being unsinkable as the mechanical ingenuity 
of man could devise. Her crew believed utterly 
in her invincibility. 

But according to a recent American article, 
written by Edwin Muller, whose sources are 
wholly authentic, there were some of the older 
hands aboard the "Bismarck" who knew that 
against the sea and the might of man no ship 
could ever claim to be completely invincible. 

Of these, records Uuller, Captain Lindemann 
was, perhaps, the most sceptical. A veteran of 
the last war, he had already had one ship sunk 
under him and knew that no ship afloat could 
claim invincibility from sinking. He is pictured 
as being a quiet and capable officer rather than 
a fanatic of political and economic movements. 
But his superior officer was a Nazi from polished 
boot to braided cap. 

Like many men of slight build, Admiral 
Luetjens had an air of stern belligerence and 
violent behaviourisms. He was a shouting leader 
who used emotionalism to fan the fervour of 
his men. And as was inevitable with one of such 
emotional instability, he knew secretly the 
pendulum swing into the lowest depths of 
despondency. 

Although the "Bismarck's" augmented per-
sonnel of 2,400 made conditions extremely 
uncomfortable, morale had been high from the 
moment they had left Kiel about a week pre-
viously. There could not be ample quarters and 
additional protection too, so the crew slept 
jammed together. Junior officers slept four to 
a tiny cabin. 

But morale based on fanaticism cannot be 
kept up indefinitely under war conditions at sea 
—the first crack appeared on the second day 
af ter the destruction of the "Hood," when the 
"Prince Eugen" left the "Bismarck" and turned 
toward home. 

THE STAFF OF LIFE . . . 

is a STURDIER STAFF if spread with 

NORCO BUTTER 

Be sure to ask for— 

"THE BUTTER OF PERFECTION" 

b • 

Jeee. 1141 TNI NAVY U M N JOWMMi. r a « e i 

For the escort's crew would be the ceremonies 
of a victorious return, theirs the cheers and 
feasting and the flush of conquest during the 
nights ashore, theirs the visits to loved homes. 
But for the "Bismarck" there were still the stern 
realities of war and the emptiness of the menac-
ing ocean. As if symbolic of impending events, 
the weather gloomed with snow-squalls and 
sleet. Many of the cadets had never been out 
of sight of land before; their eyes mourned the 
long swirling ribbon of their wake that stretched 
toward the fa r haven of their homeland. 

And then on the morning of May 26, when off 
the southern end of Greenland, they knew that 
they now, in turn, were being hunted. From 
somewhere in the blanket of mist overhead came 
the drone of a plane. With a gusty hand the 
gale lifted a brief corner overhead, and there 
winging in the roaring wind was an American-
built Catalina. A.A. guns hammered the scud 
with a barrage of shells. The plane disappeared, 
but a little later there was again the menacing 
drone from the clouds. Like the eye of a relent-
less Nemesis hovered another plane. 

To add to the tension, a rumour crept around 
the ship that Captain Lindemann and the 
Admiral had come to loggerheads over an 
opinion of strategy. Realising that they would 
soon be dogged by units of the British Fleet and 
air arm, Captain Lindemann urged the Admiral 
to race at once for the shelter of home waters. 
But Luetjens, drunk with victory, angrily 
refused the suggestion. Instead, he mustered 
all hands, and in a grandiose speech announced 
he intended to lead them on to fur ther conquests. 

That afternoon the swelling hum of aircraft 
soared from over the heaving rim of the sea. 
The beat of screws throbbed the air like a swarm 
of gigantic wasps. A whole squadron of Naval 
Swordfish planes had found their quarry. Down 
they swept, these wire-stayed antique biplanes, 
contemptuously referred to by plane-carrier 
pilots as "string bags." One by one they leaped 
through the hail of fire to within 500 yards of 
the "Bismarck's" heaving hulk. At 20 feet they 
spat their silver dolphins. One struck the "Bis-
marck" dead amidships. A column of sea 
spouted high above the mastheads. The ship 
jolted from truck to keelson. Down below the 
damage crew worked a t a compartment suddenly 
swamped with water. 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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THE BRITISH SEA CA9ET CORPS 
The first Lord of the Admiralty announced in 

1 te Hons J of Commons recently that the 
Admiralty has arranged to take over the direc-
tion of the training and organisation of all 
i ecognised Sea Cadet Corps throughout the 
United Kingdom and Northern Ireland. This 
i ecision is in accordance with the Government 
policy of taking the greatest responsibility for 
training the youth of the nation from the school 
leaving age. 

The new scheme gives much fuller recognition 
than hitherto to all recognised Sea Cadet Corps, 
the great majority of which are affiliated to the 
Navy League and envisages considerable expan-
sion entailing the lormation of a number of Sea 
Cadet Corps units throughout the United King-
dom and in Northern Ireland. 

It will thus expand, encourage and help the 
valuable training provided in the Sea Cadet 
Corps units and help to meet the future den-.andi 
for personnel for the Royal Navy. 

The Admiralty, through the Admiral Com-
manding Reserves, will, by arrangement with 
the Central Associations, assume control of the 
training and organisation of the Sf-a Cadets. 
Matters of administration will remain the 
responsibility of the present Central Associa-
tions, of which the most extensive is the Navy 
League. 

Revised arrangements will apply to Sea Cadets 
between the ages of 14 and 17. These Cadets 
will be expected, on attaining the age of 15, to 
give an honourable undertaking, supported by 
the consent of their parents, to join the Royai 
Navy in due course. 

All Sea Cadets coming under the scheme v/ill 
receive a free issue of uniform, of which certain 
particulars are under further review. Any Sea 
Cadet accepted under the Y Scheme at the age 
of 17 will continue to train in his Sea Cadet 
Corps or in other accepted organisation or ser-
vice, until called up. Others may enter the 
Communications Branch of the Royal Navy after 
reaching the age of 17 and after receiving the 
special training necessary for that branch. 

ciations will be selected for appointments in 
the R.N.V.R. (Special Branch). Such appoint-
ments will be unpaid, but the officers will receive 
uniform allowances. 

There are at present 107 Sea Cadet Corps 
units and 12,000 Sea Cadets in Britain. One 
hundred new Sea Cadet Corps units are to be 
formed, and the number of Sea Cadets is to be 
expanded in the immediate future to 25,000. 

The administration of finance will remain the 
i esponsibility of the Central Associations, who 
will receive an annual grant of 12s. for every 
cadet between the ages of 14 and 17, and for 
cadets who on attaining the age of 17 have 
enrolled under the Y Scheme and continue in the 
Sea Cadet Corps. 

Hitherto, the annual capitation grant to the 
Central Associations in respect of Sea Cadets 
has been 3s. 6d. The increased grant of 12s. 
will cover some 40 per cent, of the total cost to 
individual units of providing the necessary 
equipment and facilities required to carry out 
the training. The remainder of the cost will 
continue to be met by the funds of the Central 
Associations from voluntary contributions. The 
proportion of the cost, whicii will continue to be 
borne by the Associations, will preserve the 
voluntary character of the Sea Cadet Corps and 
continue to stimulate local interest in the 
various units. 

Both the capitation grant and uniform will be 
made subject to certain conditions of attendance 
at drills and certification by an Admiralty 
Inspecting Officer of the efficiency of the unit. 
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BRITISH — AND PROUD OF IT I 
In case there should be the slightest vestige 

of doubt where the R.S.L. stands, let it be stated 
that the R.S.L. is British and aggressively so. 
It has no intention of standing passively by while 
attempts are made to weaken the link with the 
Mother Country. 

Returned men have affectionate memories of 
Britain, and of the magnificent British troops 
with whom they were privileged to serve as com-
rades in the days of the last war. Their first 
experience was of the gallant 29th Division, a 
body of men as much like Australia's own as 
could be imagined. Right onwards through the 
three and a half years of warfare that followed 
the landing at Anzac the A.I.F. served alongside 
the British Tommy, and learned to admire and 
respect him for the great soldier he was. 

There were often weak regiments, made up of 
new drafts—youngsters who should have been 
at school, but these came only when war had 
taken toll of Britain's manhood, and men and 
boys were sent in together to finish the job. 

Returned men are not fair weather friends, nor 
do they readily forget services rendered. Aus-
tralia has past debts to redeem—debts to kins-
men who have borne the cost, in blood and 
money, of the defence of the Empire—a defence 
which has stood Australia in good stead until 
now. 

Nor would returned men add one iota to the 
criticism of the British war effort. If there is 
to be any blunt speech—if there are to be any 
statements made without regard to sentiment 
or family ties—then one can begin at home and 
question whether we in this country possess the 
right to criticise. Having allowed Britain to 
carry the major burden of defence, and leaned 
on her down the years for protection against 
foreign aggression, Australia hardly stands in 
a strong position to criticise. 

In its two and a half years of peace and calm, 
ensured to Australia over most of that time by 
the men of Britain, serving on all seas and in all 
lands, the Commonwealth can hardly be said to 
have given of its best Actually, it began to 
move with determination only when danger 
approached its back-door. Returned men fought 

an uphill fight for two years to secure a 100 
per cent, war effort, and even now much remains 
to be started. 

Threading the recent criticisms of Britain was 
a suggestion of decadence. The heart of the 
Empire was on the wane, and virility was a 
quality found only in the Dominions . . . 

On what ground can we stand as a nation for 
a general criticism of British virility? Where 
has there been so much softness, surely the pre-
cursor of decadence, as in our own cities? 

Where does there exist any evidence of British 
decadence ? 

Is it in the Royal Navy, whose ships are on 
all seas fighting against odds that are greater 
than ever, and who only come under notice when 
the enemy is dealt with or is victor? 

Is it in the Army, which has shown itself on 
top on every occasion it has been afforded 
equality in equipment and air strength? 

Remember 1941! France, Holland and Bel-
gium had gone. Only Britain remained—a non-
military nation which carried on the fight 
unaided against the armed might of a war-like 
nation powerful in its own right and swollen 
with the spoils of conquered countries. 

It cannot be in the air that Britain shows 
decadence. There is no one now who doubts 
that Germany, from July in 1940, threw in 
everything she had to blast England off the map. 
The Germans do not do things by halves, nor 
do they send a boy .on a man's errand, or a 
battalion to do the work of an Army Corps. 
German offensives are timed for the precise 
moment when every man shall be in his proper 
place, trained, fully equipped, and ready to 
strike. All these conditions were present in 
August, 1940, and yet the attack failed. The 
numerically weaker British Air Force gave the 
Luftwaffe such a hiding that it lost heart and 
went home not to return. 

No one has dared to suggest that there ia the 
slightest hint of decadence in the Mercantile 
Marine. Evidence that the men of the Mercan-
tile Marine possess in full measure the spirit of 

(Continued on next page) 
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the race is afforded every day. Two names in 
Britain's long and glorious story of the sea will 
descend in history to endure as long as Britain 
endures. They are those of Captain Kennedy of 
the "Rawalpindi" and Captain Fegan of the 
"Jervis Bay." Wherever seamen meet and speak 
of bravery—wherever the courage and daring 
of fighters at sea are toasted, these names will 
recur, for the men who bore them wrote into 
the world's maritime history two of the most 
glorious chapters ever penned. 

—Reprinted from "Ltufti," official organ of 
the Returned Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen's 
Imperial League of Aust.-alia (Vic. Branch). 

SHORTAGE OF BRITISH SEAMEN 
The difficulties experienced by shipowners in 

manning their ships with competent seamen is 
mainly due to the great losses of personnel sus-
tained by the Merchant Navy, the result of 
enemy action. Thousands of merchant seamen 
have been killed or drowned since the beginning 
of the war. 

WHAT EVERY AUSTRALIAN 
SHOULD KNOW 

Emphasising that in the event of air attacks 
dispersal is the keynote of protection, the 
Department of Home Security urges the public 
to avoid concentration in large numbers in the 
city. 

I t is suggested that this might best be 
achieved by shopping locally, by leaving children 
at home when the city area is visited, and by 
avoiding visits to the city at night-time under 
brown-out conditions. Large congregations of 
people are considered a danger at any time 
when air-raids are a possibility, and the Depar' 
ment, in view of experiences in other countries, 
urges that masses of people should not congre-
gate. 

If Attack is Sudden 
It is important to learn now where public 

shelters are located, so that these may quickly 
be reached in an air-raid and in an orderly 
fashion. Remember that if unable to reach a 
building or to take cover, the best protection is 
to lie face downwards in the gutter with the 
hands over the ears, elbows on the ground sup-
porting the weight of the body, and the mouth 
open. 

J a a a . 1 * 4 2 T M I NAVY U A O M JOURNAL P a f a I I 

Live Wires 

Electric wires brought down during an air-
raid are a danger. They must always be treated 
as live wires. Keep away from any wires on 
the ground. You should report any fallen wires 
to your local Air-Raid Warden at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Summing up, the golden rule to follow in an 
emergency is not to panic, be calm, take cover 
and stay put. 

—Department of Information. 

SAILING SHIP JOINS ALLIED 
FLEETS 

Before Finland actively joined the Axis the 
steel four-masted barque "Lawhill" left Aus-
tralia and sailed into the Buffalo River, South 
Africa. When South Africa declared war on 
Finland the "Lawhill" had, of necessity, to 
change her flag. When U-boat sinkings make 
every serviceable hull of value to the Allies, it 
is of interest to learn the use to which this 
vessel is being put in the following story from 
the South African Bureau of Information: "It 
must be 25 years since a crew was recruited for 
a deep-sea windjammer in South African waters, 
but old-timers who breasted the waves in days 
when sailors were sailors have been turning out 
sea chests to find, amid bits and pieces from 
many lands, the old yellow documents which 
certify that their owners have served their time 
in sail. Old-timers have been sought by the 
Union Government of South Africa which adver-
tised for them. South Africa, which has never 
before owned a really big windjammer, has 
acquired Gustav Erikson's 'Lawhill' as a prize 
of war and a crew has been called for to man 
her. She is a barque of 2,816 tons, a sister ship 
of the 'Garthpool' and one of the largest sailing 
ships afloat. Soon she will carry the Union's 
colours at the mast-head, manned by men who 
remember days when a mast held more than a 
brace of radio wires." 

The "Lawhill" was launched for British 
owners from the yard of W. B. Thompson and 
Co. Ltd.. Dundee, in the year 1892, and is, there-
fore, fifty years old—a wonderful tribute to the 
builders, the steel and to the men who com-
manded and cared for her since she left the slips. 
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FRANCE STILL FIGHTS FOR LIBERTY 

Romarkobl* Document 

A remarkable and moving document has 
reached General de Gaulle's headquarters in 
London. I t is addressed to the "workers of the 
free world" and comes from the trade unionists 
of France. This is what it says: 

"It is in confidence and hope that we, active 
trade unionists living in France—members of 
united and Christian unions—who have remained 
faithful to the national and social traditions of 
the Labour movement with the knowledge that 
we represent the unanimous opinion of French 
workers, on this first day of May, 1942, call upon 
workers all over the world, and more especially 
upon British, American and Russian workers 
who share the heaviest responsibility in the task 
of liberation. 

"Comrades, we do not ask your pity. Yet our 
country is plundered and betrayed—plundered 
by a pitiless enemy who steals our machines, 
our food and our labour to wage a war of 
slavery. Our country is betrayed by the most 
despicable man in France, a man who served his 
apprenticeship in treachery at our expense. 

"Our plight is serious. The Germans impose 
low wages, interfere with food supplies and 
organise black markets. Their export of National 
Socialism is fundamentally based on social 
inequality. Our liberties are dead. We have no 
longer any means of expression, any free trade 
unions or any social security. 

"We do not ask your pity, but we ask you to 
maintain your confidence in us. We are not the 
accomplices of traitors. Germany forces some 
of us to work for her by sheer force or by threat 
of starvation. They lie who would make you 
believe we collaborate in the least degree' with 
the invader or his henchmen. On the contrary, 
it is in you, comrades, that we place our con-
fidence—in you who are working to free us, in 
you who are making planes, tanks and ships for 
victory. We are ready to do everything to help 
you; to sabotage the enemy's production as we 
can, to accept justified bombing of factories 
working for Germany and to follow the instruc-
tions you may send us. 

"Our country is still at war. Our representa-
tive, the representative of the people of France. 
General de Gaulle, fights with the Allies. 
Although his army is still small, there is a huge 
imprisoned force behind him in France. The 
enemy will not, perhaps, be able to keep this 
force enchained. 

"Comrades, on this first of May so full of 
memories for you and for us, our hearts beat 
with yours. Think of us often and remember 
that, like miners working to reach their friends 
after a pit explosion, you are working for com-
rades in peril." 

—Department of Information. 

THE BISMARCK BATTLE (continued) 

Although the blow did not cripple the "Bis-
marck" it seemed to have utterly unbalanced 
Admiral Luetjens. He is reported by an eye-
witness to have mustered the crew and made a 
speech—an extraordinary speech. 

He said the "Bismarck" would now be forced 
to do battle; the British, having found her, 
would bring up their strength. While he hoped 
U-boats and their own planes would come to 
their assistance, the "Bismarck" would, in any 
case, take more than one of their opponents to 
the bottom with her. "Remember your oath, 
men," he shouted. "Be true to the Fuehrer to 
the end." 

This speech was a shattering blow to the 
men's morale. They had been told that they 
were invincible. It had been dinned into them 
that their ship was unsinkable. Now, suddenly, 
there were doubts and words of Death! 

Morale was further worsened by rumour of 
violent quarrels among the Admiral's staff and 
the ship's officers. To offset the blunder of 
Luetjen's speech, officers spread a rumour that 
U-boats and planes were actually on the way. 
The "Bismarck" was headed towards Finisterre, 
hoping to reach the French coast and creep 
along it to safety. 

(Continued on Pace 19) 
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GEORGE NASSER & SON • 

SHIRT MANUFACTURERS 
(Defence Contracts Only) 

• 

229 CLEVELAND STREET 
REDFERN, N.S.W. 

'Phona: MX 1638 

G. L. BRIGGS & SONS PTY. LTD. 

Timber Merchants 

STOREY STREET, ROZELLE 

'Phone: WB 2038 

_ WAR SAVINGS 
CEBT/F/CATFS 

Sing a song of sixpence— 
It isn't much to spend; 
But every time you spend 

it, 
' o 9 e t a 

DIVIDEND 

When You Shop at 

GREEN COUPON STORES 
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THE BISMARCK BATTLE (continued) 
But again the Swordfish came. They soared 

with strumming wires and laden bellies. As 
night was dropping her mantle they attacked. 
Three torpedoes struck the blurred shadow of 
the "Bismarck." Two of them did little damage, 
but the other gave the blow that eventually led 
to the vessel's end. It exploded in the steering 
gear and jammed the rudder hard to port. The 
log needles slowed around the dials. With her 
rudders jammed hard across, she swept slow 
circles in the sea. Attempts to repair the 
rudders failed. The ship yawed about like a 
maimed dog. The Knight's Insignia of the Iron 
Cross was promised to the man who could repair 
the rudders. In the midst of all the confusion 
a radio was received from Hitler, safe in 
sanctuary, saying, "All thoughts are with our 
victorious comrades." 

A little after midnight a flotilla of British 
destroyers surged through the darkness and 
began to circle around the stricken ship, like 
terriers around a hamstrung beast. Every now 
and again one would dart between the stab oi" 
shells and loose torpedoes. More of the vital 
compartments were shattered. More men filled 
the casualty wards. 

One last message Luetjens radioed to his 
Fuehrer: "We shall fight to the last shell. Long 
live the Fuehrer, chief of the Fleet." After that 
he cracked up. From behind his door he was 
heard shouting hysterically: "Do what you like. 
I'm through." 

All through the night the "Bismarck's" crew 
strained their eyes for the promised help that 
never arrived. 

And then as dawn of May 27 pasted a grey 
r.mear across the sky, there loomed on the hori-
zon two massive lions of England's grand fleet, 
the "Rodney" and the "George V." They pushed 
apart the wind-lashed seas, and at 11 miles range 
their 16-inch guns opened up. The "Bismarck" 
returned salvo for salvo. Then one 2,100 
pounder, travelling half a mile a second, struck 
the "Bismarck's" control station and ended her 
co-ordinated firing. 

The "Rodney" and "George V" closed to two 
miles, flogging the German with a flail of steel. 

whipping great hunks of metal from her massive 
hide. Through these gashes sheets of flame 
snorted on writhing men, leaping high to the 
wrecked bridge and tumbled turrets. Yet still 
the "Bismarck" floated, and the English mar-
velled at her buoyancy. No ship of war had 
taken such terrible punishment and remained 
afloat. 

The decks became a vast and buckled pan. 
The cries of men and boys wailed on the wind 
until the men fighting her became sickened with 
the slaughter of their guns. 

For seven hours it went on, shell after shell, 
until the pride of Germany's Fleet rolled over 
like a stricken shark. 

Her black belly became alive with crawling 
men. Then slowly her bow tilted to the sky. 
The sea washed upward from her sinking stern 
. . . until there was left of her only men swim-
ming in the oil and freezing water. 

About a hundred were rescued by the British 
ships, but a warning of approaching U-boats 
compelled the British vessels to leave the field. 
In the icy sea those left did not swim for 
long . . . 

Neither Lindemann nor Luetjens were among 
the rescued, but some of the hollow-eyed, hag-
gard men dragged from the sea claimed the 
Admiral redeemed himself at the end by stick-
ing to his ship as she went down. 

Thus ended the battle of the "Bismarck," Ger-
many's nearly unsinkable ship. In her sinking 
there is still England's unlearned lesson: A 
modern battleship, however formidable, is only 
valuable in modern warfare in ratio to the air 
protection afforded it. 

PLEASE NOTE 
Contributions of a suitable nature 

are cordially invited, and should be 
addressed to the Editor, the "Navy 

"League Journal," Royal Exchange 
Building, Bridge Street, Sydney 
The Navy League does not neces-

sarily endorse the opinions of con-
tributors to the Journal. 

Telephone B 7808 
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MONEL 
BRASS 

BRONZE 
COPPER 
NICKEL 

ALUMINIUM 
NICKEL SILVER 

NICKEL ALLOYS 

FIVE 
FLOORS OF 
CENTRE CITY 
SPACE DEVOTED TO 

BETTER 
M E T A L S E R V I C E • 
W R I G H T & C O M P A N Y 
81 CLARENCE ST., SYDNEY :: BW37II 

= = = = = Monel is a registered trad* mark • 

AIMS AND OBJECTS 
T h e N a v y L e a g u e is a V o l u n t a r y P a t r i o t i c and 

non-Sec ta r i an Assoc ia t ion of Br i t i sh Peoples , en t i re ly 
outs ide p a r t y politics, des i rous of r e n d e r i n g the 
g r e a t e s t se rv ice of w h i c h it is c a p a b l e t o t h e E m p i r e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y in connec t ion w i t h all m a t t e r s c o n c e r n i n g 
the sea. 

I t s O b j e c t s a r e : 

T o enl is t t h e s u p p o r t of al l c lasses in M a i n t a i n i n g 

t h e N a v y a t t h e R e q u i s i t e S t a n d a r d of S t r e n g t h , 

no t only w i t h a v iew to t h e s a f e t y of o u r E m p i r e , 
b u t a lso w i t h t h e o b j e c t of s e c u r i n g B r i t i s h p r e s t i ge 
on eve ry s e a a n d p r o t e c t i n g o u r v a s t M e r c a n t i l e 
Mar ine . 

T o b r i n g h o m e t o e v e r y pe r son in t h e E m p i r e t h a t 
c o m m e r c e c a n only be g u a r d e d f r o m a n y possible 
a t t a c k by a Navy , in C o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e Ai r 
F o r c e , suff ic ient ly s t r o n g in all t h e e l e m e n t s wh ich 
m o d e r n w a r f a r e d e m a n d s . 

To e n c o u r a g e a n d deve lop t h e N a v y L e a g u e Sea 
Cade t Corps, no t on ly w i t h a v iew t o k e e p i n g a l ive 
t h e s e a s p i r i t of o u r race , b u t a l so t o e n a b l e t h e 
Boys t o B e c o m e Good Cit iaana, by l e a r n i n g dis-
cipline, d u t y a n d s e l f - r e s p e c t 

Published monthly by the Navy League, N.S.W. Branch, at their offices. Royal Exchange, 54a Pitt Street, Sydney, 
and printed by Star Printery Pty. Ltd., 433 Kent Street, Sydney. 

S A N D B A G S ARE G O O D SHELTER 

and to are 

S A V I N G S ! 
Build slit trenches end eir reid shelters by all 
means—but build your SAVINGS, tool The 
important thing to do is keep the enemy well 
away from our doors. The more money you 
save the greater protection you are building 
around your home. . . . For the money you 
save helps to provide bombers, guns, essential 
equipment. 
Don't spend foolishly—don't buy anything you 
don't really need—look after the pence, and 
watch the shillings and pounds as well. Before 
you know it, you will have saved a substantial 
sum to help AUSTRALIA TO VICTORY. 

• 

An Account with the 

C O M M O N W E A L T H 

S A V I N G S B A N K < 

will Simplify Saving 

BLACK & DECKER 
( A / A S I A ) PTY. LTD. 

Portable Electric Tools 

4 BRIDGE R O A D 

GLEBE 

'Phone: MW248I 

R. W. GORMAN 
2 n d F l o o r , " C a n b e r r a H o u s e " 

2 9 7 ELIZABETH STREET 

SYDNEY 

'Phone: MA 4217 
• 

Malar of 

Orthopaedic and Surgical Appliances 
Artificial Limbs, Abdominal and 
Colostomy Baits, Crutches and Trusses 

Suppliers of Surgical Hosiery. 
• 

Under p.tronag. of t h . N.S.W. Society for 
CrippUd Children, leading Hospitals, end 
prominent Orthopaedic Surgeons of Sydney 

CONTRACTOR TO COMMONWEALTH 
GOVERNMENT 

PUT A N fNDING 
TO N E E D L E S S , 

SPENDING 4 

I " 
MLT/OJVAl) 

STEELCRAFT PTY. LTD. 
Manufacturing Engineers 

10 W A S H I N G T O N STREET 

SYDNEY 
'Phone: MA 2682 



APSTA 
The Empire's 

favourite 
cigarette 

TIMBER? 
JOINERY ? 
FLOORING? 

'Phone MU1221 (5 lines) — 
Huge stocks of all wanted timbers are maintained both 
air-feasoned and klln-drled. Prompt delivery by fast 
motor fleet. Bedrock prices. 

Thatcher A Ooerg specialise in preclslon-bullt Detail 
Joinery of the finest quality and workmanship. A full 
range Is continually on hand. 

Parquetry. "Arborite." and General Flooring contracts 
undertaken any.vhere In Australia. Write for quotations. 

THATCHER & OBERG PTY. LTD. 
Genera l Timber Merchants — Detail Joiners 

Parquetry end Flooring Specialists 

GARDENER'S ROAD MASCOT 

Macdonald, Hamilton 
& Co. 

Union House, 247 George Street, Sydney 
and , 

No. 4 Challis House, Martin Place, Sydney 

Telehone B 7 5 I I 
» 

SHIPPING AGFNTS 

P. & O.S.N. C O . 
E. & A.S.S. C O . LTD. 

A.U.S.N. C O . LTD. 
B.I.S.N. G^). LTD. 

AIR TRAVEL SPECIALISTS 

Booking Agents for all . Main Airways 
throughout Australia and the world. Full 
information regarding Airways can be 
obtained from our Airways Office . . . 

No. 4 Challis House, Martin Place, Sydney 

Newcastle and Hunter 
River Steamship 

Co. Ltd. 

Head Off ice: 

147 SUSSEX STREET 
SYDNEY 

'Pnone: M 4 0 I I (3 lines) 

Outside of Off ice Hours: 

'Phone: M 4 0 I 2 


