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" l i g h t i n g Ships of the Royal Austral ian 
N a v y " is a comprehensive 128 page pictorial 
history by class, o f those f ight ing ships which 
have served the R A N since its b i r th in 1911. 
Both bui l t - for-the-purpose and requisit ioned 
ships are covered wi th comprehensive dala and 
a brief history of each vessel included. 

In addi t ion to those ships commonly 
presented, the vessels detailed include twelve 
colonial naval vessels which entered R A N 
service, but which regrettably arc rarely listed in 
histories of the R A N . Also included in this 
book are details o f two classes of bui l t - for- the-
purpose ships which served the Services Recon-
naissance Department (SRD) dur ing the 
Second Wor ld War These ships, l ike the 
organisation for which they worked, are l i t t le 
mentioned in other works. In "F igh t i ng Ships 
of the Royal Austra l ian N a v y " the reader wi l l 
f ind their fu l l particulars. 

The book is i l lustrated wi th 13$ photo-
graphs. most of which have not previously 
been published. Each vessel is i l lustrated wi th 
at least one. and in many cases more photo-
graphs. It is clear that the author has put much 
ef for t into locating the photographs collected 
in this book. 

Unfor tunately, due to the l imited space 
available, it would have been impossible for the 
author to represent major auxi l iary as well as 
f ight ing ships. Hence, as the book's t i t le 
implies, only f ight ing vessels arc covered. 

As a brief reference work . "F igh t i ng Ships 
of the Royal Austral ian N a v y " is invaluable. 
Highly recommended. 

"SEA COMBAT OFF THE 
FALKLANDS" 

by A N T O N Y PRESTON 

Reviewed by: SHTANDART 
The def ini t ive history of Ihe Anglo-

Argentine conf l ict concerning Ihe stewardship 
of Ihe Fa lk lands/Malv inas Islands wi l l 
undoubtedly not be wr i t ten fo r some years yet; 
however Ihe book under discussion here by the 
well-regarded Brit ish naval historian Antony 
Preston, represents an excellent enlargement of 
its sub-tit le. " T h e Lessons That Must Be 
Learned" . 

Apart f rom a fair ly brief historical summary 
of the discovery, settlement and latter-day-
nationalistic terr i tor ia l claims surrounding this 
remote part of the wor ld , the author concen-
trates on material and consequent tactical 
considerations which made this fortunately 
brief but fierce conf l ict o f such importance to 
mi l i tary personnel the wor ld over. 

FIGHTING SHIPS O F THE ROYAL 
AUSTRALIAN NAVY 

The fabled God of Battles is reputed by the 
cynics to favour only the possessor of the " b i g 
bat ta l ions" . However, in this war. he defini tely 
favoured the numerically infer ior Brit ish 
Forces wi th success by endowing them wi th 
superb training and unmatchable esprit de 
corps and mot ivat ion. 

As this book only too graphically shows. 
Brit ish determination was part ial ly negated by 
material in fer ior i ty in some important areas 
and disappoint ing weapon performance in 
other least expected categories. These 
deficiencies tended to be offset by mal-
funct ions in the Argentine air-delivered 
ordnance which, whilst saving Brit ish ships, 
wasted the lives of many courageous and highly 
skilled Argentine aircrew and valuable aircraf t . 

Whilst this was undoubtedly a missile 
technology war, the hand-laid ship-borne 
machine gun and the heavy-calibre naval r i f le 
reaf f i rmed their necessity to an unexpected 
degree and the cumulat ive effects on the Royal 
Navy of decades of emasculative parsimony on 
the part o f successive Bri t ish governments were 
all too painfu l ly evident in the lack of appro-
priate armament and defensive measures 
available to H M Ships. 

In addi t ion, the Argentines exhibited a 
remarkable degree of technical expertise and a 
talent for improvisat ion which was to cost the 
British dear. 

The author provides several i l luminat ing 
answers to questions l ike: What were the actual 
reasons for the f inal sinking of H M S SHEF-
F IELD? What were the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of the Master of the 
A T L A N T I C C O N V E Y O R ? Exactly why d id 
" V u l c a n " XM597 land at Rio de Janeiro after 
attacking Port Stanley? 

One also reads of the major class of Brit ish 
warship which was designed and bui l t wi th so 
tight a margin of stabil i ty that absolutely no 

addi t ion to the ship's armament could be made 
without sacrif icing the two boats amidships! 

This is a splendid book. It is o f wor th to such 
an extent (hat when you also take into account 
i is comprehensive photographic content, your 
personal budget could not be better served by 
purchasing this one work out o f al l the material 
currently available. 

"THE ILLUSTRATED 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MODERN 

WARPLANES" 
by D O U G R I C H A R D S 

Published by: Lansdowne Press. 1982 

Reviewed by: • MOSQUITO" 
In recent years Ihere have been many books 

published pertaining lo be "encyclopaedias" 
on a i rcraf t . Modern Warplanes by Doug 
Richards is one such book . Unfor tunate ly , it 
cannot be described as an encyclopaedia as 
there is insuff icient technical detail lo warrant 
this. Notwi thstanding llu- above. Modern 
Warplanes is an excellent and easy lo read 
reference book which should appeal lo bo lh 
aircraft modellers and enthusiasts alike. 

The excellence of (his book lies not only in 
the hundreds of colour photographs and 
drawings but mainly in the small l ine drawings 
detail ing the major variat ions on each aircraf t 
type. Far too of ten aviat ion books describe 
aircraft variants or modi f icat ions but do not 
i l lustrate them. Modern Warplanes is an 
exception to this rule in that the author has 
attempted to show most of the major mod i f i -
cations made. The use of colour drawings has 
also allowed the author to i l lustrate aircraf t 
markings and colour schemes f rom Abu-Dhab i 
to Zaire. 
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Only one Austra l ian mi l i tary aircraft is illus-
trated by a colour drawing. This is a Macchi 
M B 326 belonging to V C 724 Squadron of the 
Royal Austral ian Navy Fleet A i r A r m . 
Unfor tunate ly , the colour scheme shown in 
incomplete, as the wing-t ip tanks should be 
coloured Ox fo rd Blue and have the word 
N A V Y on (hem. The capt ion to this sketch also 
gives the impression (ha( it is an A i r Force 
aircraf t ; even though it now is. but that 's 
another story. 

The overal l treatment of Austra l ian service 
aircraft is rather poor. In most eases no 
mention is made of the fact that a particular 
type of mi l i tary aircraf t is operated by one o f 
the Austral ian services. Examples of this are: 
the RAN 's H A S M k 50 and Mk 50A Sea King 
helicopters and the R A A F ' s C130 Hercules (for 
which the R A A F was ihe first foreign 
customer). In cases where Austral ia docs get a 
mention there arc some errors. A n example of 
(his is (he Macchi previously mentioned as well 
as the entry for the Westland Scout /Wasp. The 
R A N operated two Scout helicopters, in the 
ut i l i ty role f rom H M A S M O R E S B Y , not 
Wasps as claimed in the book . These Scouts 
had been specially modi f ied for ship-borne 
operations. 

Despite the above shortcomings Modern 
Warplanes is an extremely well wr i t ten and 
il lustrated book which at S24 represents good 
value for money. 

"AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 
THE MODERN US NAVY" 

by J O H N J O R D O N 
Published by: Lansdowne Press 

Reviewed by: ROSS GILLETT 
Price: 510.00 

This compact book provides fu l l dala and 
descriptions of more lhan 40 warship types 
currently in service wi th Ihe Uni ted States 
Navy. The vessels are arranged wi th in sections 
of classes and then listed under the name ship 
of thai class. 

A brief in t roductory piece discusses the 
development of the Fleet to today's standards, 
as well as Fleet organisation, classif ication 
systems and comparisons of US and Soviet 
armament and magazine storage. Most of the 
i l lustrations appearing in the book are in fu l l 
colour, w i th a good selection of l ine drawings 
showing deck plans and side profi les. 

The book also features sections on carrier-
borne f ixed-wing a i rcraf t , radars, missiles, 
guns and A S W weapons and sensors. 

" A n I l lustrated Guide to the Modern US 
N a v y " is a relatively cheap investment for 
many hours of enjoyable reading in lo the 
current state of the " w o r l d ' s most advanced 
naval p o w e r " . Recommended. 

"US NAVAL WEAPONS" 
by N O R M A N F R E I D M A N 

Published by: Conway Maritime Press 

Reviewed by: ROSS GILLETT 
" U S Naval Weapons" is a 288 page book 

describing and i l lustrat ing every signif icant 
weapon system employed in Ihe American Fleet 
since 1883. Detailed tables fo r each weapon are 
included in Ihe book and further ampl i f ied by 
authori tat ive descriptions of why Ihe weapon 
was developed and how it funct ioned in 
service. 

The author is fast establishing himself as 
America's leading naval wr i ter , w i th six major 

O c t o b e r , 1983 

works to date. This latest book is purely an 
encyclopaedia of facts. Many readers today are 
becoming more interested in the details o f why 
ships and weapons were so designed. " U S 
Naval Weapons" goes a long way in satisfying 
this need for more detai l . 

Numerous black and white photographs and 
scale line drawings appear throughout the 
book, while the dust jacket features a colour 
montage of some of the "weapon systems". 

" U S Naval Weapons" is a highly specialised 
book and as such wou ld appeal greatly to 
readers interested or specialising in (he US 
Navy and its many and varied weapons. These 
weapons descriptions have been properly 
researched and well presented. 

Fighting Ships of the 
Royal Australian Navy 

A BMS " T H E W O R L D ' S NOT-SO-
L A R G E N A V I E S " . Volume I I 

• For the first t ime, an accurate all-
embracing pictor ia l history of Aus-
tralia's Fight ing Ships. 

• Compi led by the editor o f " T h e 
N a v y " magazine and noted historian 
Ross Gi l let t , w i th foreword by Rear 
Admi ra l Guy Gr i f f i t hs . R A N . 

• An essential reference work for 
l ibraries, serving ex -RAN members, 
naval bu f fs , model makers, or the 
" j us t interested". 

• At t ract ive, handy, ready-reference 
book tracing the development of the 
R A N ' s " t e e t h " f rom 1911 to present-
day vessels. 

• Detailed text, notes and 135 photos 
(many rare), on art paper, square 
bound. 128 pages. 210mm x 150mm, 
colour cover. Price: SI 1.95 

The Royal New Zealand Navy 
A BMS " T H E W O R L D ' S NOT-SO-

L A R G E N A V I E S " . Volume I 
The only pictor ia l history of the 

R N Z N . New Zealand's Fight ing Ships 
f rom 1913 to today's vessels, 140 photos, 
on art paper, square bound, 128 pages. 
210mm x 150mm, colour cover. 

Vetted and approved by the R N Z N . 
compiled by Michael Burgess, w i th fore-
word by Rear Adm i ra l John O. Ross, 
R N Z N . Price: $9.95 

Cruisers of the World, 1873-1981 
A source book containing 136 photos, 

on art paper, w i th detailed text and notes 
on i 28 cruisers, inc luding " f i r s t s " , 
" l a s t s " , " l a rges t " , " sma l l es t " , f rom 18 
nations, f rom the Brit ish Shah of 1873 to 
the Soviet Ki rov 1981. square bound. 128 
pages. 210mm x 150mm, colour cover, 
compiled by Michael Burgess, w i th fore-
word by Rear Admi ra l John O. Ross. 
R N Z N . Price: $11.45 

These and other BMS naval titles are 
available from: 

Data Book* Pty Ltd 
«• York St. Sydnay. Z0C0 
Telephone <M) M MM 

Address 

Books required 

Other pleasing aspects of the book are the 
detailed captions which in themselves tell a 
story and the line drawings, most of which are 
fu l ly itemised. 

The book 's dust jacket proudly claims 
"Every gun. missile, mine and torpedo used by 
the US Navy f rom 1883 to the present d a y " . 
When one reads between the covers, this 
statement is found to be completely warranted. 
Highly recommended. 

"CRUISERS OF THE WORLD 
1873-1981" 

by M I C H A E L BURGESS 
Published by Burgess Media Services. 1983 

Reviewed by: RON WRIGHT 
Price: SI 1.95 

Readers may well be forgiven fo r th ink ing 
thai Ihe Bri t ish unarmoured i ron fr igate S H A H 
c f 1873, and Ihe new Russian nuclear powered 
baltlecruls«r K I R O V have l i t t le or noth ing in 
common. 

Bui bo lh can be rated as "c ru is ing vessels" 
and ihey form the first and last vessels in this 
new book by Michael Burgess. The linkage 
between these two extremes is shown by some 
120 vessels i l lustrat ing the cruiser's develop-
ment over more than a century. 

Each vessel has a page to i tself, w i th a photo-
graph and al l essential data being sup-
plemented by notes. The appeal o f the book 
lies mainly in the photographs, part icular ly of 
older vessels, and in the notes, where even the 
most experienced reader is l ikely to f ind some 
in format ion that is new to h im. There is, for 
example, the Russian Cruiser (Rossia) whose 
boiler power was suff ic ient only to power two 
of iis three engines, while the wel l -known 
French Cruiser Dupuy De Lome is credited 
wi th having certain watert ight compartments 
f i l led wi th cellulose which was meant to swell 
on contact w i th water and plug shot holds. 

Overal l , this book lends itself well to browse 
reading and in such fashion w i l l give much 
interest and enjoyment. 

"A CENTURY OF NAVAL 
CONSTRUCTION: THE HISTORY 

OF THE ROYAL CORPS OF 
NAVAL CONSTRUCTORS, 1883-

1983" 
by D. K. B R O W N . R C N C 

Published by Conway Maritime Press 

Reviewed by:' MOSQUITO'' 
A Century o f Naval Construct ion by D . K. 

Brown is a well wr i t ten and very readable 
history o f the Royal Corps of Naval Con-
structors. The Corps was fo rmed in Angus!. 
1883. as a result o f concern over the profes-
sionalism o f Bri t ish warship designers and con-
structors. 

The decision to f o r m the Corps into a profes-
sional body was mauc on ly after a bitter 
struggle against vested interests and has been 
ful ly vindicated by history. The background to 
this struggle is detailed in the first chapter. The 
remainder o f the book traces the development 
of the Corps through the reign o f the various 
directors. 

This book is, however, more than just a 
history of the Corps, it is also a history of the 
design and development o f warships over the 
past 100 years. In covering this per iod of rapid 
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The case for Mercedes-Benz 
defence vehicles is backed by 
very convincing arguments. 

A r m e d S e r v i c e s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d , 
i n c l u d i n g 6 4 a r m i e s a n d N a t o f o r c e s , 
h a v e c h o s e n M e r c e d e s - B e n z v e h i c l e s t o 
e n s u r e r e l i a b l e , f a s t t a c t i c a l m o b i l i t y 
r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e c o n d i t i o n s t h e y m u s t 
o p e r a t e i n . 

D e s p i t e c h a l l e n g e s o f t e r r a i n , 
w e a t h e r o r g r o u n d e x t r e m e s . 
M e r c e d e s - B e n z a l l w h e e l d r i v e d e f e n c e 
v e h i c l e s a r e p r o v i n g u n b e a t a b l e in 
a c c o m p l i s h i n g " g e t i n a n d g e t o u t " 
m i s s i o n s w i t h m e n a n d m a t e r i a l s . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o a c h i e v i n g s u c h 
c r i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e s , t h e s e h i g h p e r f o r m 
a n c e v e h i c l e s , d e v e l o p e d f r o m s e r i e s 
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p r o d u c t i o n c o m m e r c i a l m o d e l s , p r o v i d e 
t h e f o l l o w i n g s i g n i f i c a n t b e n e f i t s . 
• I n - c o u n t r y l o g i s t i c s u p p o r t f r o m a n 

e s t a b l i s h e d M e r c e d e s B e n z p a r t s a n d 
s e r v i c e n e t w o r k . 

• C o m m o n a l i t y o f m a j o r c o m p o n e n t s 
t h a t , in t i m e s o f e m e r g e n c y , c o u l d b e 
s o u r c e d f r o m c o m m e r c i a l f l e e t s . 

• U n c o m p l i c a t e d d r i v e r a n d m e c h a n i c 
t r a i n i n g . 

• O v e r a l l . M e r c e d e s B e n z a l l w h e e l 
d r i v e d e f e n c e v e h i c l e s a s s u r e u s e r 
a c c e p t a n c e t h r o u g h h i g h p e r f o r m a n c e 
d i e s e l e n g i n e s , e a s y t o o p e r a t e f u l l y 
s y n c h r o m e s h g e a r b o x e s , s a f e t y o f 
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s t a b i l i s e r c o n t r o l l e d s u s p e n s i o n s , h i g h 
c l e a r a n c e a x l e s , l o w c e n t r e o f g r a v i t y 
a n d h i g h s i d e a n g l e s t a b i l i t y . 

M e r c e d e s B e n z is t o d a y ' s a n s w e r t o 
d e f e n c e n e e d s f o r a l l t e r r a i n A r m e d 
S e r v i c e s v e h i c l e s w h i c h c a n b e r e l i e d 
o n f o r g r o u n d m o v e m e n t o f p e r s o n n e l , 
s u p p o r t e q u i p m e n t a n d e s s e n t i a l 
s u p p l i e s . 

®Mercedes-Benz. 
Makes defence sense 

Mercedes Benz Australia. Mulgrave. Victoria 
HOI? 1S32UBC 
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technological development M r Brown reveals 
the compromises that are cont inuously made in 
the design of modern warships. These com-
promises are generally the result o f naval 
policies, economics and the technology 
available at the t ime. Because this book does 
cover the design and development of Brit ish 
warships over the last 100 years it is o f special 
interest to students o f Austra l ian naval history. 

As the vast major i ty o f Austral ia 's warships 
came f rom Admi ra l t y drawing boards M r 
Brown's book provides us wi th an interesting 
insight in to some of the decisions taken in the 
design of these ships. There are also some 
interesting pieces o f in fo rmat ion provided 
about indiv idual ships, such as the fact that 
H M A S SYDNEY (ex H M S T E R R I B L E ) was 
the only aircraf t carrier bui l t in a Royal 
Dockyard. A Century of Naval Construct ion is 
also one o f the few books to do justice to the 
importance of the design and construct ion of 
the CERBERUS in relat ion to the development 
of the modern warship. " W i t h tw in screws, no 
sails and a tw in lOin turret at each end she was 
the germ of the modern bat t leship" . 

Apart f rom designing warships, members of 
the Corps have been involved in various other 
projects. These ranged f rom designing tanks 
and trench digging machines to research into 
the collapse of box girder bridges ( including the 
Westgatc Bridge in Melbourne). This involve-
ment by members o f the Corps in other 
projects apart f rom warship design as well as 
the free exchange o f personnel and in fo rmat ion 
between the Admi ra l t y and the civi l ian ship-
yards is one o f the reasons why Bri t ish ship-
yards have consistently produced some of the 
most capable and innovative warships in the 
wor ld. Perhaps contained wi th in the pages o f 

Mr Brown's book arc some important lessons 
to be learnt, especially by Austral ia. 

The i l lustrations contained wi th in the book 
are both interesting and informat ive. One 
which is o f particular note compares the per-
formance of H M S L E A N D E R at sea to that o f 
her model in the tank*at Haslar. The model 's 
performance predicts perfectly that o f the 
actual ship. 

Overall A Century O f Naval Construct ion by 
D. K. Brown is yet another thoroughbred to 
come f rom the stables of Conway Mar i t ime 
Press and as such is highly recommended as a 
worthy addi t ion to any mar i t ime l ibrary. 

" C O N W A Y ' S A L L T H E W O R L D ' S 

F I G H T I N G S H I P S 1 9 4 7 - 1 9 8 2 P A R T 

I - T H E W E S T E R N P O W E R S " 

Published by: Conway Maritime Press 

Reviewed by: ROSS GILLETT 

Price: $80.00 
For loo many years, au thor , and publishers 

in Ihe naval book f ield have (ended lo specialise 
in (he (wo wor ld war eras w i l h only an 
occasional publ icat ion devoted lo Ihe fleets of 
today (Janes being an exception of course). 

In their e f for t 10 produce the widest possible 
coverage of the wor ld 's " f i g h t i n g sh ips" since 
the dawn of the modern i ronclad in I860. 
Conways have to date produced the fascinating 
1860-1905 volume, the 1922-1946 fo l low-up 
volume and now Part I o f the 1947-1982 era; a 
period of 25 years' witnessing the navies of the 
wor ld move f rom war to peacetime operations, 
new ship designs, the demise o f many warship 
types, the emergence of nuclear propuls ion and 
the cont inuing importance of the aircraft 

carrier, submarine and now missile-f ir ing small 
craf t . 

The 304 page. 1947-82 volume of " C o n w a y ' s 
A l l the Wor ld ' s Fight ing Ships" lists every 
significant warship constructed for the N A T O 
countries, Austra l ia , New Zealand and Japan; 
the last t r io being referred to as "pro-western 
navies". Each fleet is preceded by Conway's 
usual tables to i l lustrate all uni(s in service a( 
(he beginning of 1947. 

Some of the most pleasing aspects of this 
latest Conway book arc the qual i ty o f photo-
graphic reproductions (291 photographs), and 
the use of over 250 line drawings. Together 
they provide the reader wi th an improved 
insight in to the many changes effected to 
warships in the last quarter o f a century. A lso 
featured arc those ship designs, projected but 
never actually commissioned. These include the 
abort ive Brit ish destroyer and frigate projects 
of the 1950s and 1960s, the Uni ted States super 
carrier U N I T E D STATES, and natural ly our 
own D D L . light destroyer project. 

No index of ship names is provided in the 
book as it w i l l be included in Part I I . covering 
the Warsaw Pact, non-aligned countries and 
minor navies. The volume under review here 
should appear in Austra l ia later in the year. 
The f inal book in the scries. 1906-1921. is 
currently in preparat ion. 

When the first volume of " C o n w a y ' s A l l 
The Wor ld 's Fight ing Ships. 1860-1905" was 
released in the late 1970s. I commented that the 
book must rank w i th the al l t ime great naval 
reference works and that the size and 
or ig inal i ty o f the undertaking was immediately 
apparent. The high standards achieved in the 
two earlier volumes have been successfully 
maintained. High ly recommended. 

A . G . A 
PRODUCTS AUST 

PTY LTD 
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Preferred Contractors to the R.A.N. 
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C.E.J 
MARINE & INDUSTRIAL AGENTS 

II SLEEP ROAD PARA MMS. SOUTH AUSTRALIA S m 
TELEPHONE: 1UIU1 

TELEX: AA I W i 

PRODUCTS MANUFACTURED BY out COMPANY 
STERNTUSE OIL SEALS 
RUDDER CARRIER SEARINGS 
FLOATING INSOARD OIL SEALS 
STERNTUSE OILFEED SYSTEMS 
FAIRLEADS AND DECK ACCESSORIES 

PRODUCTS HANDLED BY OUR COMPANY NATIONALLY 
VICKERS NEOX AND HYDROX UNDERWATER LUBRICATING 
OILS AND GREASES 
TUFNOL WATER LUSRICATED SEARINGS 
ARS HYDRAULIC MARINE TRANSMISSIONS 
REINFORCED GLASS FISRE BUOYS BEACONS TOWERS AND 
PERCHES DEEP OR SHALLOW WATER. GAS OR ELECTRIC 
LANTERNS RADAR REFLECTORS 
CARADYNOYNALUBE WIRE ROPE LUSRICATOR 
JAMES ROSERTSON WINCHES AND DECK MACHINERY 
ROSINSON MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL CONTROL EQUIPMENT 
LAPEYRE STAIRWAYS 
FIFE FORSTER STEEL FORCINGS 
SECCLES ROPE COILER 
PRODUCTS HANDLED BY OUB COMPANY IN SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA 
MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL GEAR SOXES 
ALEMITE LUBRICATION EQUIPMENT 
ALTEX DEVOE PROTECTIVE PAINTS 
P H I L A D E L P H I A RESINS I N C L U D I N G C H O C K F A S T . 
SOCKETF AST AND COATINGS 
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GLENDINNING'S 
MENSWEAR 

PTY LTD 
N A V A L O U T F I T T E R S 
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A C C E S S O R I E S 

R . A . N . — M E R C H A N T N A V Y 
Y A C H T C L U B S , ETC 

C A T E R E D FOR 
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Phone: 211 5652 
A l s o : 

94 K I N G H O R N STREET, N O W R A 

Phone: (044)21 6732 

Industrial 
H.T. Electrical 

Services Pty Ltd 
(BARRY KNIGHT) 

24 Hour Industrial Maintenance 
Industrial Installation 

High Tension Cable Jointing and 
Cabling Contractor 

Electrical Contractors to the 
Royal Australian Navy 
in Western Australia 

35 E t h e r i n g t o n A v e n u e 
S p e a r w o o d , W A 

P h o n e : ( 0 9 ) 4 1 8 2691 ( A l l H o u r s ) 
A h . r H o u r s : ( 0 9 ) 3 4 9 2 2 1 7 

WELCOME TO THE NEW 

BOMADERRY 
MOTOR INN 

Your Hosts: DAVE C SUE DILLON 

This luxuriously appointed family motel, built 
1982, oilers the ultimate in motel accommo-

dation at moderate tariff 

• Executive Suites 
• Twin. Double and Family Units 
Plus one unit equipped for disabled persons 

Conveniently located for all sporting facilities 
and clubs 

Self Contained Units Available 
NRMA RATING + + + + 

Phone: (044)21 0111 
or write to 

P O Box 4 8 , B o m a d e r r y , N S W , 2541 
BUS A V A I L A B L E T O H M A S A L B A T R O S S 
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. c < & e r s t Q 

^ e d i f i ^ 

Sir. 
One cannoi but be concerncd about Austral ian defence matters at 

this l ime. Security is one o f the prime responsibilities of Government, but 
here i l of ten receives less than adequate consideration probably because 
our Governments are elected for only three years whereas Defence 
development is necessarily a long-term process. 

It seems thai less importance is to be attached to the A N Z U S 
alliance. I f this is so, then it would be logical for more emphasis to be 
placed on strengthening our own Defence Force; but it appears that the 
reverse wi l l be the case. 

I f Austral ia is to be secure f rom regional threats, we must have a 
force capable of deterr ing, by threat o f retal iatory offensive action, (hose 
who might think of embarking on some mi l i tary excursion against us. 
Regional countries must also be aware of the determinat ion of our 
Government to secure our interests, i f necessary by use of our Defence 
Force. 

The decision that our last aircraft carrier was not to be replaced is an 
example of the rundown. This necessary arm of f ixed-wing aircraft was 
introduced by the Chi f ley Government as a result o f war experience, 
which indicated clearly the importance o f cont ro l l ing our sea approaches 
and our sea communicat ions. 

Past wars are not necessarily a guide to the future, but experience 
indicates thai air power al sea has become more, rather than less, 
important . Now . however, our Mar i t ime forces (Navy and A i r Force) are 
to be expected to protect our interests wi thout the fu l l means to do so. 

Certainly there could be occasions when the fighters and F i l l 
aircraft wou ld be able to provide support ; but there could also be 
important occasions when shore-based f ighter /s t r ike aircraf t either were 
not available when needed or d id not have the range to provide the 
support. 

Loss o f such a capabi l i ty is. no doubt , seen by our neighbours as a 
lack of determinat ion to protect our interests should the need arise. No 
longer wi l l Austral ia be seen to have the major mar i t ime force in the 
region — we wi l l be seen to have a force wi th a very l imi ted capabi l i ty. 

We believe lhat a fundamental mistake is being made by those who 
expect to be able to get mar i t ime defence on the cheap. Missile-armed 
patrol boats are useful in narrow waters but are largely ineffective in the 
vast oceans which surround us. 

Simi lar ly it is easy to look for a cheap solut ion by having more 
submarines instead o f surface ships. Certainly the submarine has some 
unique capabilit ies — but the convent ional submarine has its l imitat ions. 
Also there could be many occasions when i l wou ld be very unwise to start 
submarine warfare ( fo r example submarines d id not play an active role in 
the Korean and Vietnam campaigns). 

We believe it is essential, i f we are to be conf ident of our freedom 
f rom attack, to have a " b l u e - w a t e r " fleet w i th R A A F support and wi th 
its own ready-reaction f ixed-wing a i rcraf t , capable o f protecting our 
interests as far away f r o m our shores as possible. 

Any th ing less wou ld not be adequate for Austral ia 's security and 
would be seen by others as a weakening of our Nat ional wi l l . We should 
not settle for a " c h e a p " solut ion, such as the Bri t ish Government 
appeared to be do ing, which resulted in the Falklands war. 

In the long run it is cheaper in every way to avoid war by making a 
potential aggressor aware o f the high risks beforehand, rather than by 
having to fight after a war has been al lowed to start. 

It is up 10 the people of Austra l ia to insist on the provision of 
adequate defence in times o f no obvious direct threat. The lack o f a 
"b lue -wa te r " Navy wou ld place the count ry at a very grave r isk. In the 
past. Governments have gone to war unprepared. I t is our concern that 
this should not happen again. 

V. A . T . S M I T H 
R. I. PEEK 

H. D . S T E V E N S O N 
A . M . S Y N N O T 

Former Chiefs of Naval Sta f f 
Canberra. June. 1983 

O c t o b e r . 1083 T H E 

New Bridge Road 
Edgecl i f f , NSW. 2027 

Telephone 32 9939 
12th May . 1983 

Dear Ed i tor . 
The Counci l o f the R A N S A is endeavouring to re-establish 

Squadrons of R A N S A in Melbourne and Perth and to fo rm Squadrons in 
other ports where possible. R A N S A activities have long been confined to 
Sydney and Canberra and should expand wi th ihe increase in Naval 
facilities around Austra l ia . 

There is a need to give the plan max imum publ ic i ty and the Counci l 
would very much appreciate your assistance in " T h e N a v y " magazine so 
that serving and former Naval personnel may be encouraged lo take an 
active part in the organisation o f new R A N S A Squadrons. 

Serving, retired, reserve and former Naval personnel interested in 
forming Squadrons are requested to either wr i te direct to R A N S A . New 
Beach Road. Edgecl i f f . Sydney, or contact the Secretary to the N O I C in 
their area. Volunteers to organise new Squadrons are required. 

Yours faithfully 

Commodore R A N S A (Austral ia) 

Dear Sir, 
I am sure I am jo ined by the thousands of donors who contr ibuted to 

the Save the Kra i l appeal when I say I am disgi'Med by the planned 
ignominy of this famous vessel to placement on the " h a r d " at the 
Canberra War Museum. 

This cavalier decision by the so-called trustees is a complete breach of 
fai th w i th the people who donated money to keep her af loat . To quote the 
poster headed " D e a t h o f a H e r o " — " . . . restored lo carry on her 
peacetime role, not just a museum piece, bu i as a l iv ing reminder of the 
nat ion's debt to servicemen and w o m e n . " 

M V Krait is a unique symbol, not to be paralleled wi th a Lancaster 
bomber or bits and pieces o f Japanese mini-subs. For her symbolism to 
have meaning, she must be kept af loat and alive in whatever role 
volunteer boat ing organisations have for her. 

T o quote the appeal poster again — " T h i s gallant l i t t le ship deserves 
more. Give her a f u t u r e . " 

D A V I D B A U M E 
Church Point 

Dear Sir. 
There is noth ing so sad and neglected as a ship out o f water. W i th the 

best w i l l in the wor ld , the management of the Nat ional War Memor ia l in 
Canberra wi l l not be able to sustain l i fe in the Krait i f she is al lowed to die 
on dry land. 

T o see this d iminut ive vessel cut t ing her way down Pit twater is 
graphic testimony to the fearlessness of those Austral ians who. dur ing 
wart ime, put their trust in such a small ship. 

They felt secure in the knowledge thai , despite her appearance, she 
was a big ship, safe and comfo r t i ng in her element. She must remain 
af loat. 

T o al low the Krai t to rot on shore in the soulless city of Canberra is 
to deny this f ine vessel the digni ty o f ihe peace for which she fought so 
val iant ly. 

A L A N J. L L O Y D 
Riverview Road. Ava lon 

20 Mar ie Cresecent 
Mona Vale. 2103 

29th June. 1983 
The Ed i to r , 
The Navy. 

Dear Sir. 
Many people put money, t ime and a great deal o f e f for t in to a major 

refit o f " K r a i t " , w i th the express purpose o f enabling her to cont inue a 
useful l i fe af loat . 

There were rumours of moves to cement her up. some time ago. so 
there were plenty of warnings. How d id this irresponsible decision on 
" K r a i t " come about? U p to now there seems to be a conspiracy o f silence 
by those responsible. Is this another case o f arrogance on one side and 
incompetence on the other? 

The people who have given so much of their own t ime and ef for t to 
keep " K r a i t " even just a f loat , over the many years preceeding the major 
re f i t , must feel they have now been cheated. These people and those who 
donated to " K r a i t V ref i t are owed an explanation at least. 

Yours fa i th fu l ly 
DENIS FOSTER 
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THE N I G H T T H A T MADE KIWI FAMOUS 

HMNZS KIWI, post-war (Photo - RNZN) 

Everything about the participants was 
robust. The two ships. 600-ton corvettes. KIWI 
and MOA, were ordered before the war and 
with a third. TUI. were built in Scotland. Al l 
arrived in New Zealand in 1942. 

With the Japanese sweeping down the 
Pacific, the Navy was pressing a mixed bag of 
coasters and trawlers into service as mine-
sweepers. 

The three ships joined the famous 25th 
Mineswceping Flotilla, and ended in the 
embattled Solomon Islands. They were popular 
ships, chunky and far from handsome, but 
they had room, and they were sturdily built. 

The robustness extended to their command-
ing officers. Lieutenant-Commander Gordon 
Bridson. of KIWI, was a large Aucklander and 
a former swimming champion. Lieutenant-
Commander Peter Phipps. of MOA. was a 
substantial South Islander who had been one of 
the earliest members of the Volunteer Reserve. 

Both men had commanded ships on Channel 
convoys in the United Kingdom during the 
dangerous days of 1940 and 1941. 

At the beginning of 1943. one of the decisive 
battles of the Pacific war was being fought on 
and around the humid island of Guadalcanal. 

The Americans were slowly expanding an 
invasion beachhead on the island: the Japanese 
were desperately trying to run in reinforce-
ments by destroyer or submarine. 

One of these submarines was the I-l. On the 
night of 29-30 January, she was of f the north-
west end of Guadalcanal. So were KIWI and 
MOA. 

On paper, it was a particularly even battle. 
The submarine was longer than the two ships 
combined. She displaced more than they did 
together. Her 5.5" gun could fire a shell 
heavier than the combined weights of the 
corvettes' single 4 " guns. 

Shortly after 2100. Able Seaman E. 

illuminating, rammed twice more. 
The third time she rode well up on the sub-

marine. and lay there, listing, while fuel from 
l - l ' s ruptured pipes gushed up over her, and 
every member of the ship's company who 
could find something to fire, attacked the 
decks below . 

The ramming had damaged KIWI's bow. 

Incredibly, the submarine could still move. 
MOA took over, hammering her with gun fire 
until she went ashore on a reef and became a 
total loss. 

Readers of "The Navy" are 
invited to write in expressing 
their views on nautical affairs of 

general interest. 

NAVY L E A G U E 
DIVISIONAL 

& CADET NEWS 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Navy League of 
Australia will be held at the Melbourne State College. 757 Swanston Street. Carlton. 
Victoria in Conference Room S820. Level 8. Science Education Building at 7.30 pm on 
Friday. 11th November. 1983. 

BUSINESS 
(1) To receive the report of the Federal Council 

and to consider matters arising therefrom. 
(2) To receive the financial statements for the 

year ended 30th June. 1983. 
(3) To elect office-bearers for 1983/84 as 

follows: 
(a) Federal President. 
(b) Federal Vice-Presidents (2). 
(c) Federal Council Members. 
(d) Auditor. 

Nominations for the above to be lodged 
with the Honorary Secretary prior to the 
meeting. 

(4) General Business. 
By Order of the Council 

Twenty years after the night 
that made her famous, KIWI 
was declared surplus by the 
Royal New Zealand Navy. 

The Minister for Defence. Mr Eyre, an-
nounced (hat ihe ship, which had been in 
reserve for six years, had no future training 
value, and would be sold 

His statement recalled one of New Zealand's 
most unusual Naval actions. It was less a battle 
than a brawl fought at night against odds with 
Elizabethan gusto, and. by all accounts, to the 
accompaniment of Elizabethan language. 

McVinnie. in KIWI, picked up a submarine on 
Asdic. The ship dropped a pattern of six depth 
charges, turned, lost contact, regained it. and 
attacked again. 

The attack damaged the submarine's electric 
motors. She surfaced and. faster than cither of 
the two ships, made of f into the darkness. 

KIWI and MOA followed, firing star-shell to 
illuminate, and high explosive io damage. Hit 
by MOA. ihc submarine returned the fire. 

One of l - l ' s twists brought her beams on to 
KIWI. The little ship raced in lo ram. hit hard 
and rode high up on the hull, throwing of f 
barges and startled soldiers. KIWI used full 
power to pull clear, and with MOA helpfully 

Detailed view of HMNZS KIWI's damaged 
bow (Photo — RNZN). 

Page Fifty-six THE NAVY October. 1983 

Operating nine factories for the 
manufacture of munitions and other defence 
materiel, three aerospace facilities, two 
naval dockyards and nine research and 
development establishments, the 
Department of Defence Support designs, 
develops and manufactures a range of 
products for the Australian defence force 

PRODUCTS 
Included are 
• Aircraft 
• Guided weapon systems 
• Small arms • Ordnance 
• Ammunition • Explosives 
• Rocket motors • Propellants 
• Uniform clothing 
• Generator sets 

FACTORIES 
Ammunition Factory Footscray. Vic 
Ordnance Factory Bendigo. Vic 
Ordnance Factory Maribyrnong. Vic 
Small Arms Factory tithgow. NSW 
Albion Explosives Factory. Vic 
Explosives Factory Maribyrnong. Vic 
Mulwala Explosives Factory. NSW 
Munitions Filling Factory Si Marys. NSW^ 
Australian Government Clothing - ' 

Factory. Coburg. Vic 
Government Aircraft Factories. 

Fishermen's Bend and 
Avalon. Vic 

Aircraft Engineering Workshop. 

Pooraka. SA 
Guided Weapons and Electronics 

Support Facility.St Ma r y s .NSW l 

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 
The Department's defence research and 
development laboratories, form the second 
largest research and development 
organisation in Australia with some 1000 
professional scientists and a total staff of 
about 4400 

RESEARCH FIELDS 
• Aerodynamics 

• Oceanography 

V T i u ' . > • Ra,»ns 

LABORATORIES 
Materials Research Laboratories. 

Maribyrnong. Vic 
Materials Testing Laboratory. Alexandria 

NSW 
Armed Forces Food Science Establishmeni 

Scollsdale. Tas 
Joint Tropical Trials and Research 

Establishmeni. Inmslail. Old 
Aeronautical Reseaich Laboratories. 

Fishermen s Bend. Vic 
RAN Research Laboratory, Edgeclitt. NSW 
Advanced Engineering Laboratory 

Salisbury. SA 
Electronics Research Laboratory. Salisbury SA 
Weapons Systems Research Laboratory. 

DOCKYARD SUPPORT 
The Williamstown (Vicl and 
Garden Island (NSW) i 
Naval Dockyards have 
extensive facilities t 
lor Ihe 
construction 
and repair of 
naval vessels M... serving 

Mt he nation's 
defence needs 

Anjac Park West, Canberra ACT 2600 Australia 
Telephone (062) 48 2111 Telex AA62063 



Software Sciences 
Software Sciences combines practical experience as a 
systems house with specialist skills in aviation consultancy to 
provide a wide-ranging capability in Air Traffic Control and 
Airport systems. 

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL 
Major areas of practical expertise are: 

• Flight Data Processing (FDP) Systems — 
including systems for procedural control in 
non-radar areas such as trans-ocean. 

• Radar Data Processing Systems, including 
short range, long range, ground movement 
(using networked micro-processors), and 
weather radar processing; 

• Combined FDP/RDP and flow control 
systems; 

• Census of air movements over a particular 
region 

• Air/Ground data link studies 

Software Sciences has carried out work for the 
Civil Aviation communities of over twenty 
countries including Algeria, Australia, Belgium, 
Canada, Denmark, Federal German Republic. 
France, Hong Kong. Hungary, Italy, Japan, 
Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, 
Turkey, UK, and USA. 

AIRPORTS 
The company's resources are particularly 
suited to: 

• Taxiway, runway, and terminal area 
simulation models; 

• Airside scheduling systems 

• Flight information systems 

• Message switching systems; 

• Check-in systems. 

• Operational/financial statistics 

• Commercial data processing 

For more information contact 
Gwynn Boyd. aSoftware Sciences 

(A Division of THORN EMI Pty Lid.) 

9th Floor 
68 Alfred Street 
Milson's Point NSW 2061 
Telephone (02) 922 7400 Telex 23451 
PO Box 402 Haymarket 2000 
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