











FIGHTING SHIPS OF THE
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAYY
by ROSS GILLETT
Published by Burgess Media Services Lid
PO Box 2131, Welhngton. N2
Raviewed by: BRIAN ALSOP
Price: $11.9%

s 0 comprehentive 128
hhlar) by class, of thase fighting
served
Bolh built-far-ihe-purpose and requisitioned
ships are cavered with comprehensive data and
a briel history of each veasel included.

In addition 10 those ships commonly
presented, the vessels detailed include 1welve
colonial navai vessels which enicred RAN
service, but which regrettably arc rarely listed 1n
histories of the RAN. Also included
book are details of 1wa classes of buili-for-the-
purpose ships which served the Services Recon-
naissance Depariment  (SRD) during the
Second World War. These ships, like the
orgamisation for which they worked. are little
mentioned in other works. In **Fighting Ships
of the Royal Austraham Navy' the reader will
tind their full particulars

The book 1 illustrated with (35 photo-
graphs, mosi of which have not previously
been published. Each vessel is illustrated with
al leasi ome. and 1n many cases more photo-
graphs. 1t is clear thai the author has put much
eftort into lacating the photographs collecied
in this book
Unfortunately, due 10 the limited space
ailable, it would have been impossibie far the
author 10 represent major auxiliary as well as
hting ships. Hence, as the book's 1iitle
implics, only fighting vessels are covered.

As a brief reference work. hting Ships
of the Royal Ausiralian Navy'' is invaluable
Highly recommended

“SEA COMBAT OFF THE
FALKLANDS"
by ANTONY PRESTON

Reviewed by: SHTANDART
The definltive history of t(he A
Argentine conflict concerning the stewardshlp
of ke Falklands’Malvinas Islands will
ubiedly mot be wrillen for some years yet:
r discussion here by the
nnl historian Antony
(
“The Lemons That Musi ;:

Apart 'wm a fairly brief historical summary
of the discovery, selilement and latter-day
tionalistic territorial claims surroundin,
remoic part of the world, the authar conce
Irates on material and consequent I1a |
considerations which made this fortunately
brief but fierce conflict of such imporiance 10
muditary personnel the world over.
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The fabled God of Baitles is reputed by the
cynics to favour only the possessor of the *'big
battalions''. Hawever, in this war. he definitely

favoured the numerically imferior British
Forces with success by endowing them with
superb training and unmaichable esprit de
corps and motnvation.

As this baok only 100 graphically shows,

and disappointing weapon performance in
other least expecied categories. These
deficiencies tended 10 be offset by mal-
functions in the Argentine i
ordnance which, whilst saving h ships,
wasted the lives of many courageous and highly
skilled Argentine aircrew and valuable aircr;

Whilst this was undoubtedly a missile
technology war, the hand-laid ship-borne
machine gun and the heavy-calibre naval nﬂ(

addition 10 the ship’s armament could be made
without sacrificing the two boats amidships!

This is a splendid book. 1 is of worth 10 such
an extent that when you also 1ake into account
its comprehensive phatographic conteni. your
personal budget could not be belter served by
purchasing this one work out of all the material
currently available.

“THE ILLUSTRATED
ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MODERN
WARPLANES"
by DOUG RICHARDS
Published by: Lansdowne Press. 1982

Reviewed by: “MOSQUITO""

In recent years there have been many baoaks

reallirmed their iecessity 10 an
degree and the cumulative effects on the Royal
Navy of decades of emasculative parsimony on
the pari of successive British governmenis were
all 100 painfully evident in the |l(l of appro-

1o be y
on aircraft. Madern Warplanes by Doug
Richards is one such book. Unforiunately, it
cannol be described as am encyclopaedia as
there is insulficieni technical detail lo warrant
his. N ! 0ve. Modern

priatc armament and def
available to HM Ships
In addition, the A i ibited a

Warplames is an exccllent and easy lo read
book which should appeal 1o balk

remarkable degree of iechnical expertise and a
ialent for improvisation which was 10 cost the
British dear

The author pi several i

alrcraft modellers and enthusiasis alike.
The excellence of 1his book lies not only in
lh( hundud: of colour phaiographs and

answers 10 questions like: What were the aciual
reasons for the final sinking of HMS SHEF-
FIELD? What were the circumsiances sur-
rounding the death of the Master of the
ATLANTIC CONVEYOR? Exacily why did
“‘Vulcan™ XM 597 land a1 Rio de Janeiro after
autacking Por1 Stanley?

One also reads of the major class of British
warship which was designed and built with so
tight a margin of siability thai absolutely no

gs but mainly in the small line dn-m;s

aircraft variants or modifications but do not
illusirate them. Maodern Warplanes is an
exception 10 this rule in that the author has
altempied 10 show most of the major mod
cations made. The use of calour drawings has
also allowed the author 1o illustraie aircraft
s and calour schemes from Abu-Dhabi

Only one Australian military aircraft is illus-
irated by a colour draw This is a Macchi

warks 10 date. This latest baok is purely an
ency(lopl(dll ul facis. Mlny readers lodly are

MB 326 bel to VC 724 Squad of the

Royal Ausl an Navy Fleet Air Arm.
Unfortunaiely, the colour scheme shown in
incomplete. as the wing-1ip 1anks should be
coloured Oxford Blue have the word
NAVY on them. The caption 10 this sketch also
gives the impression that it is an Air Force
aircrafi; even though it now is, bul that's
another story.

The overall ireaiment of Ausiralian service
aircraft is rather poor. In most cases na
mention is made of the fact that a particular
y nm:nll is operated by ane ol

the RAN's HAS Mk 50 and Mk S0A Sea '
helicopiers and the RAAF s C130 Hercules (for
which the RAAF was the fareign
customer). In cases where Australia docs get a
mention there are some errors. An example of
this is the Macchi previously mentioned as well
as the eniry for the Westland Scout/Wasp. The
RAN operated 1wo Scout helicopiters, in the
utility role from HMAS MORESBY, no!
Wasps as claimed in the book. These Scous
had been specially modified for ship-borne
operations.

Despite the above sharicomings Maodern
Warplanes is an exiremely well written and
illusirated book which a1 $24 represenis good
value for money

“ANILLUSTRATED GUIDETO
THE MODERN USNAVY"

by JOHN JORDON
Published by: Lansdowne Press
Reviewed by: ROSS GILLETT
Price: $10.00

This compact book provides full data and
descriptions of more than 4@ warship 1ypes
currently in service with the United Siates
Navy. The vessels are arranged withln sections
of classes and then listed under the name ship
of thai class.

A brief introduciory piece discusses the
development of the Fleet to 1oday's standards,

colour, with a good selection of line drawings
showing deck plans and side profiles.

The book also features sections on carrier-
borne fixed-wing aircrafi, radars, missiles,
guns and ASW weapon: d sensors.

“An lllustrated Guide 10 the Modern US
Navy™ is a relatively cheap investment for
many hours of enjoyable reading into the
current state of the “'world’s most advanced
naval power™'. Recommended.

“USNAVAL WEAPONS"

by NORMAN FREIDMAN
Published by: Conway Maritime Press

Reviewed by: ROSS GILLETT

“*US Naval Weapons™ is a 288 page bhoak
i and every i1l

m employed in the American Fleet
clalied 1ables for each acapon are
included In the book and furiher amplified by
authariiatlve descriptions of why the weapon
was developed and how it functioned in
service.

The author is fast esiablishing himself as
America's leading naval writer, with six major
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mare

ships and wcapons were 5o designed.

Naval Weapons™ goes a long way in satisfying
this need for more detail.

Numerous black and white photographs and

scale line drawings appear throughou! the

book, while the dust jacker features a coluur

*'US Nava! Weapons' is a
book and as such would a
readers inleresied or specialising in the US
Navy and its many and varied weapons. These
weapons descriptions have been properly
researched and well presenied.

Fighting Ships of the
Royal Australian Navy

A BMS “THE WORLD'S NOT-SO-
LARGE NAVIES™, Volume |1
For the first i an accuraie all-
embracing pictorial history of Aus-
iralia‘s Fighting Ships.
¢ Compiled by the cditor of *'The
Navy* azine and noted historian
Ross Gilletr, with foreword by Rear
Admiral Guy Griffiths, RAN.
An essential reference work for
libraries, serving ex-RAN members,
naval buffs, model makers, or the
“‘justinterested’’.
Altractive, handy, ready-reflcrence
book tracing the developmeni of the
RAN's “‘teeth’* from 1911 to preseni-
day vessels.
Detailed 1exi, notes and 133 photos
(many rare), on ari paper, square
bound, 128 pages, 210mm x 150mm,
colour cover. Pricc: $11.95

The Royal New Zealand Navy

A BMS "THE WORLD'S NOT-SO-

LARGE NAVIES™, Volume |
history of 1he
RNZN. New Zealand's Fighting Ships
from 1913 10 10day’s vessels, 140 photos,
on art paper, square bound. 128 pages.
210mm x 150mm, colour cover

Vetted and approved by the RNZN,
compiled by Michael Burgess, with fore-
word by Rear Admiral John O. Rass,
RNZN. Price: $9.95

Cruisers of the World, 1873-1981

A source book coniai

nations, from the British Shah u' 1873 10
the Sovie1 Kirov 1981, square bound, 128
pages. 210mm x 150mm, colour cover,
compiled by Michae! Burgess, with fore-
ward by Rear Admiral John O. Ross,
RNZN. Price: $11.45

These and other BMS naval titles are
available from:

Other pleasing aspecis of the baok are the
detailed captions which in themselves tell a
d the linc drawings, most of which are
fully itemised.

The book's dust jackel proudly claims
*‘Every gun, missile, mine and 10rpedo used by
the US Navy from 1883 10 the present day™.
When onc reads beiween the covers, this
statemeni is found 10 be compleicly warranted.
Highly recommended

*CRUISERS OF THE WORLD

1873-1981"
by MICHAEL BURGESS
Published by Burgess Media Services, 1983
Reviewed by: RON WRIGHT
Price: $11.95

Readers may well be forgiven for thinking
thai the Bri; moured iran (ri, SHAH
f 1873, and the new Rumsiam nuclear powered
balilecrulsas KIROV have litle or mothing in
common.

Bui bath can be raled as ‘‘cruising vessels'*
and they form the (irsi and last vessels in this
new book by Michacl Burgess. The linkage
beiween these Iwo extremes is shown by some
120 vessels illust, the cruiser's develop:
men! over more than a century.

Each vessel has a page 10 itscll, with a photo-
graph and all essential data being sup-
plemented by notes. T peal of the book
lies mainly in the photographs, particularly of
older vessels, and in the notes, where even the
mos! experienced reader is likely 1o (ind some
information 1hat is new 10 him. There is, for
example, the Russian Cruiser (Rossia) whose
bailer power was sufficient only 10 power Iwo
of ils three engines, while the well-known
French Cruiser Dupuy De Lame is credited
with having certain watertight comparimenis
filled with cellulote which was meant 10 swell
on contact with water and plug shot holds.

Overall, this book lends itself well 10 browse
g and in such fashion will give much
erest and enjoyment.

A CENTURY OF NAVAL
CONSTRUCTION: THE HISTORY
OF THE ROYAL CORPS OF
NAVAL CONSTRUCTORS, 1883-
1983"

by D. K. BROWN, RCNC
Published by Conway Maritime Press

Reviewed by: "MOSQUITO"

A Century of Naval Conmsiruction by D. K.
Brown is a well writicn and very readable
histiory of ke Royal Corps of * Con-
siruciors. The Corps was (ormed N
1883, as a result of comcern aver the profes-
sionalism of British warship designers and con-
siruciors.

The decision 10 form the Corps into a profes-
sional body was mauc only afier a bitter
siruggle againsi vesied interests and has been
fully vindicated by history. The background 10
his struggle is detailed in the first chapter. The
remainder of the book iraces the development
of the Corps through the reign of the various
directors.

This book is, however, more than just a
hisiory of the Corps, it is also a history of the
design and developmeni of warships over the
past 100 years. In covering this period of rapid
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The case for Mercedes-Benz
defence vehides is backed by

very convincing arguments.

Armed Services around the world.
including 64 armies and Nato forces,
have chosen Mercedes-Benz vehicles to
ensure reliable, fast tactical mobility
regardless of the conditions they must
operate in.

Despite challenges of terrain,
weather or ground extremes,
Mercedes-Benz all-wheel drive defence
vehicles are proving unbeatable in
accomplishing “get in and get out™
missions with men and materials.

In addition to achieving such
critical objectives, these high perform
ance vehicles, developed from series
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production commercial models, provide

the following significant benefits.

« In-country logistic support from an
established Mercedes-Benz parts and
service network.

« Commonality of major components
that. in times of emergency. could be
sourced from commercial fleets.

« Uncomplicated driver and mechanic
raining.

« Overall, Mercedes-Benz all-wheel
drive defence vehicles assure user
acceptance through high performance
diesel engines, easy to operate fully
synchromesh gear boxes, safety of

THE NAVY

stabiliser controlled suspensions. high
clearance axles, low centre of gravity
and high side-angle stability.

Mercedes-Benz is today’s answer o
defence needs for all-terrain Armed
Services vehicles which can be relied
on for ground movement of personnel,
support equipment and essential
supplies.

Mercedes-Benz.
Makes defence sense

Mercedes-Benz Australia. Mulgrave, Victoria
HOLT $22MBE

Oclober, 1963

technological development Mr Brawn reveals
the p ises that are i y made in
the design of modern warships. These com-
promises are generally the result of naval
pol . i and the hnol

available a1 the time. Because this book does
caver the design and development of British
warships over the las1 100 years it is of special
interest 10 students of Ausir. naval history.

As the vast majority of Au s warships
came from Admiralty drawing boards Mr
Brown's book provides us with an interesting
insight in10 some of the decisions taken in the
design of these ships. There arc also some
i i pieces aof i i provided
about individual ships, such as the fact1 1hat
HMAS SYDNEY {(ex HMS TERRIBLE) was
the only aircraft carrier built in a Royal
Dockyard. A Century of Naval Construction is
also onc of the few books 10 do justice 10 the
impartance of the design and construction of
the CERBERUS in relation 10 1he development
of the modern warship. **With twin screws, no
sails and a twin 10in 1urrct a1 cach end she was
the germ of the modern batileship*”.

Apart from desig warships, members of
1he Corps have been involved in various other
projecis. These ranged from designing 1anks
and 1rench digging machines to rescarch into
1he collapse of bo. der bridges tincluding the
Westgate Bridge in Melbourne). This involve-
ment by members of the Corps in other
projects apart from warship design as well as
1he free exchange of personnel and inform:
beiwecen the Admiralty and the civilian ship-
yards is onc of the rcasons why British ship-
yards have consisiently produced some of the
mos1 capable and innovative warships in the
world. Perhaps conained within the pages of

Mr Brown's book are some important lessons
ta be lcarnt, especially by Ausir.
The illustrations contained

thin 1he book

formance of HMS LEANDER a1 sea to that of
her model in the tank at Haslar. The model's
performance predicis perfectly that of 1he
actual ship.

Ovecrall A Century Of Naval Construction by
D. K. Brown is yet anather tharoughbred 10
come from the siables of Conway Maritime

Press and as such is
worthy addition 10 any m:

““CONWAY'S ALL THE WORLD'S
FIGHTING SHIPS 1947-1982 PART
I — THE WESTERN POWERS™"

Published by: Conway Maritime Press

Reviewed by: ROSS GILLETT
Price: $80.00

For 100 many years, authors and publishers
in (ke naval boak field tended 1o specialise
in the iwo world war eras with only an
occasianal publication devoted 1o the ficens of
10day tJadcs being an excepiion of course).

In their effort to produce the widesi possible
coverage of the world's *'fighting ships'” since
the dawn of the modern ironclad in 1860,
Conways have 10 date produced the fascinating
1860-1905 volume, the 1922-1946 follow-up
volume and now Par( | of the 1947-1982 era; a
period of 25 years' witnessing the navies of the
world move from war 10 pecacetime operations,
new ship designs, 1the demisc of many warship
1ypes. the emergence of nuclear propulsion and
the continuing importance of the aircraft

carricr, submarine and now missile-f
crafi.

The 304 page. 1947-82 valume of *Canway's
All the World's Fighting Ships™ lists every
i ant warship consirucied far the NATO
countrics, Ausiralia, New Zcaland and Japan;
the last trio being referred 10 as **pra-western
navies™". Each fleet is preceded by Conway's
usual 1ables 10 illustraie all units in service a1
the beginning of 1947,

Some of the most pleasing aspects of this
lates1 Conway book arc the quality of phota-
graphic reproducti (291 ph hs). and
the use of over 250 line drawings. Together
they provide the rcader with an improved
insight in10 the many changes cffecied 10
warships in the last quarter of a century. Also
fcatured are those ship designs, projected but
never actually commissioned. These include the
abortive British desiroyer and frigate projects
of the 1950s and 1960s. the United States super
carrier UNITED STATES, and naturally our
own DDL, light destrayer project.

No index of ship names is provided in the
baok as it will be included in Part 11, covering
the Warsaw Pact, non-aligned counirics and
minor navies. The volume under review here
should appecar in Australia later in the year.
The final book in the serics, 1906-1921, is
currently in preparation.

When the first valume of “Conway's All
The World's Fighting Ships, 1860-1905" was
released in the late 1970s, | commented that the
book must rank with the all time great naval
reference works and that the size and
originality of the underiaking was immediatcly
apparent. The high standards achieved in the
two earlicr volumes have been successfully

i d. Highly ded

A.G.A

PRODUCTS AUST
PTY LTD

GEODIMETER
SALES — HIRE — SERVICE
275 Harbord Rd, Brookvale

Telephone: 938 2333

Preferred Contractors to the R.A.N.
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C.E.

MARINE & INDUSTRIAL AGENTS
13SLEEP ROAD, PARA HALS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 50%
TELEPHONE: 264 4047
TELEX: AA 02972

PRODUCTS MANUFACTURED BY OUR COMPANY
STERNTUBE OIL SEALS
RUDDER CA! RBEARINGS
FLOATING ARD OIL SEALS
STERNTUBE OILFEED SYSTEMS
FAIRLEADS AND DECK ACCESSORIES
PRODUCTS HANDLED #Y OUR COMPANY NATIONALLY
VICKERS NEOX AND HYDROX UNDERWATER LUBRICATING
OILS AND GREASES
TUFNOL WATER LUBRICATED BEARINGS
ARS HYDRAULIC MARINE TRANSMISSIONS
REINFORCED GLASS BUOYS. BEACONS. TOWERS AND
PERCHES. DEEP OR SHALLOW WATER. GAS OR ELECTRIC
LANTERNS. RADAR REFLECTORS
CARADYN DYNALUBE WIRE ROPE LUBRICATOR
JAMES ROBERTSON WINCHES AND DECK MACHINERY
ROBINSON MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL CONTROL EQUIPMENT
LAPEYRE STAIRWAYS
FIFE FORSTER STEEL FORGINGS
BECCLES ROPE COILER
PRODUCTS MANDLED @Y OUS COMPANY IN SOUTH
AUSTRALIA
MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL GEAR BOXES
ALEMITE LUBRICATION EQUIPMENT
ALTEX DEVOE PROTECTIVE PAINTS
PHILADELPHIA RESINS INCLUDING CHOCKFAST,
SOCKETFAST AND COATINGS

It in ditficully contac Technicsl Mans
C.EN)torany m

1ihews. Tech.Eng

GLENDINNING'S
MENSWEAR
PTYLTD

NAVAL OUTFITTERS
UNIFORMS, CLOTHING &
ACCESSORIES
R.A.N. — MERCHANT NAVY
YACHT CLUBS, ETC
CATERED FOR

767 GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY
Phone: 211 5652

Also:
94 KINGHORN STREET, NOWRA

Phone: (044) 21 6732

Industrial
H. T. Electrical
Services Pty Ld

(BARRY KNIGHT)

24 Hour Industrial Maintenance
industrial Instaliation
High Tension Cable Jointing and
Cabling Contractor

Electrical Contractors to the
Royal Australian Navy
in Western Australia

35 Etherington Avenve
Spearwood, WA

Phone: (09) 418 2691 (All Hours)
After Hours: (09) 349 2217

WELCOME TO THE NEW

BOMADERRY
MOTOR INN

: DAVE & SUE DILLON

This luxuriously appointed family motel, built
1982, offers the ultimate in motel accommo-
dation at moderate tarift

Your Hos

* Executive Suites

e Twin, Double and Family Units

Plus one unit equipped for disabled persons

Conveniently located for all sporting facilities
and clubs

Self Contained Unilts Available

NRMARATING 6 ¢ ¢ @
Phone: (044) 21 0111

or write to

PO Box 48, Bomaderry, NSW, 2541
BUS AVAILABLE TO HMAS ALBATROSS
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Op-

Sir,

One cannoi bul be concerned abaul Australian defence matters at
this time. Security is one of the prime responsi of Government, but
here it often receives less 1han ad id y because
our Governmenis are clecied for only three years whereu Defence
development is necessarily a long-term process.

It seems thai less impol ce is 10 be auached 10 the ANZUS
alliance. If this is so, then it would be logical for more emphasis to be
placed on sirengthening our own Defence Force; but it appears that the
reverse will be the case.

1f Austri to be secure from regional threats, we must have a
force capable of deterring. by threat of ret ory offensive action. those
who might think of embarking on some m ry excursion agains( us,

New Bridge Road
Edgecliff, NSW, 2027
Telephone 329939
12th May, 1943

Dear Editor,
The Council of the RANSA is endeavouring 1o re-establish
of RANSA in ne and Perth and to form Squadrons in
other ports where possible. RANSA activities have loag been confined to
Sydney and Canberra and should expand with the intrease in Naval
facilities around Austr.
There is a need to give the plan maximum publicity and the Councnl
would very much appreciate your assistance in *'The Navy'* ma
that serving and former Naval personnel may be encouraged to 1ake an

Beach Road, Ed.ech" Sydney. or coniact the Secretary to the NOIC in

their area. Vol 8 new are required.
Yours faithfully
Commodore RANSA (Australia)
Dear Sir,

am sure | am joined by the thousands of donors who coniributed to
lhe Save the Krait appeal when | say | am disguzied by the planned

Regional couniries must also be aware of the ination of our
Governmen! 10 secure our interests, if necessary by use of our Defence
Force.

The decision that our last aircraft carricr was not to be replaced is an
example of the rundown. This necessary arm of fixed-wing aircraft was
introduced by the Chifley Government as a result of war experience,
which indicated clearly the imporiance of conitrolling our sea approaches
and our sea communications.

Past wars are not necessarily a guide to the future, but experience
indicates thai air power al sea has become more, rather than less,
importani. Now, however, our M. ime forces (Navy and Air Force) are
10 be expected (0 protect our interests without the full means 10 do so.

Certainly there could be occasions when ihe fighters and Flil
a craft would be able 10 provide support; but there could also be

when shore-based fighter/strike aircraft cither were

not available when needed or did noi have the range to provide the
support.
Loss of such ability is, no doubt, seen by our neighbours as a

ion to protect our interests :hould the need lme No

We believe that a fund

8 iny of this famous vessel to placement on the “'hard'’ a1 the
Clnbe War Museum.

cavalier decision by the so-called trusices is a complete breach of
faith wuh the people who donated money to keep her afloat. Toquote the
poster headed *'Death of a Hero”' — ** restored 10 carry on her
peacetime role, not just a museum piece bui as a living reminder of the
nation's debt to servicemen and women.*

MV Krait is a unique symbol, not lo be plrl"el!d with a Lancaster
bomber or bits and pieces of J . For her ism to
have mea she must be kept afloat and lluve in whatever role
volunteer boating organisations have for her.

To quote the appeal poster again — *'This gallant little ship deserves
more. Give her a future.”’

DAVID BAUME
Church Poini

Dear Sir,

There is nothing so sad and neglected as a ship out of water. With the
best will in the world, the management of the National War Memorial in
Canberra will not be able to susiain life in the Krait if she is allowed to die
ondry land.

To see this diminutive vessel cutting her way down Pinwater is
phic i y 10 the feark of those A i who, during

expect 10 be able 10 get m ime defence on the cheap. Missil d
patrol boats are useful in narrow walers but are largely ineffective in the
vast oceans which surround us.

Si ly it is easy to look for a cheap solution by hlvm. more
nly the submarine has some
unique capabilities — but the conventional submarine has its limitations.
Also there could be many occasions when it would be very unwise to start

fleet with RAAF support and with
tion lued -wing f pable of protecting our

way from our shores as possible.

g less would not be adequaie for Australia’s security and

would be scen by others as a weakening ol our National will. We should

no! settle for a *‘che: solution, such as the British Government

appeared to be doing. which resulted in the Falklands war.

In lhe long run it is cheaper in every way to avoid war by making a
ressor aware of the high risks beforchand, rather than by
5! ter a war has been allowed to start.

It is up to the people of Australia to insist on the provision of
adequate delence in times of no obvious direct threat. The lack of a
“‘bluc-water’* Navy would place the country at a very grave risk. In the
past, Governments ha ne to war unprepared. It is our concern that
this should not happen again.

V.A. T.SMITH

®_|. PEEK
H.D.STEVENSON
A.M.SYNNOT

Former Chiefs of Naval Staff
Canberra, June, 1983

October, 1983
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s
wartime, put their trust in such a small ship.

They feli secure in the knowledge that, despite her appearance, she
was a big ship, safe and comforting in her elemeni. She must remain
afloat.

To allow the Krait to rot on shore in the soulless city of Canberra is
to deny this fine vessel the dignity of the peace for which she fought so
valianily.

ALANJ. LLOYD
Riverview Road, Avalon

20 Maric Cresecent
Mona Vale, 2103
29th June, 1963
The Editor,
The Navy.

Dear Sir,

Many people put money, time and a great deal of effort into a major
refit of *'Krait"*, with the express purpose of enabling her to continue a
useful life afloat.

There were rumours of moves 10 cement her up, some time ago, so
there were plenty of warnings. Mow did this irresponsible deci
“‘Krait*' come about? Up 1o now there seems to be a conspiracy of
by those responsible. Is this another case of arrogance on one side and
incompetence on the other?

The people who have given so much of their own time and effort to
keep “‘Krait"* even just afloat, over the many years preceeding the major
refit, must feel they have now been cheated. These people and those who
donaied to “'Krait's" refit are owed an explanation at least.

Yours faithfully
DENIS FOSTER
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Twenty years after the night
that made her famous, KIWI
was declared surplus by the
Royal New Zealand Navy.

The Mimisier for Defence. Mr Eyre, an.
nounced that the ship. which had been In
reserse for siv years, had no future iraiming
salue, and would be vold

His viatement recalled one of New Zealand's
mosi unusual N tions. It was less a battle
than a brawl fought at night nsl odds with
Elizabethan gusto. and. by all accounts, to the
a of Eli. ]

HMNZS KIWI, post-war (Photo — RNZN)

Everything about the participants was
robust. The two ships, 600-10n corvettes. KIWI
and MOA, were ordered before the war and
with a third, TUL. were buili in Scotland. All
arrived In New Zealand in 1942.
anese sweeping down the
Pacific, the Navy was pressing a mixed bag of
coasters and trawlers into service as mine-
smeepers

The three ships joined the famous 25ih
Minesweeping  Flotilla, and ended in the
embaitled Solomon Islands. They were popular
ships, chunky and far from handsome, but
they had room, and they were sturdily built.

The r ded to their d
ing officers. Lieutenant-Commander Gordon
Bridson, of KIWI, was a large Aucklander and
a former swimming champion. Lieutenant-
Commander Peter Phipps. of MOA, was a
substantial South Islander who had been one of
the earliest members of the Volunteer Reserve.

Both men had commanded ships on Channel
the

convoys In the United Kingdom duri
dangerous days of 1940 and 1941

At the beginning of 1943, one of the decisive
battles of the Pacific war was being fought on
and around the humid island of Guadalcanal.

The Americans were slowly expandi an
Invasion beachhead on the island; the Japanese
were desperately irying 10 run in reinforce-
ments by destroyer or submarine.

One of these submarines was the 1-I. On the
night of 29-30 Janu she was off the north-
west end of Guadalcanal. So were KIWI and
MOA

On paper. it was a particularly even battle.
The submarine was longer than the two ships
combined. She displaced more than they did
1ogether. Her 5.5 gun could fire a shell
heavier than the combined weights of the
corvettes’ single 4”’ guns.

Shortly after 2100, Able Seaman E.

Paga Fifty-aix

KIW1. The little ship raced in 1o ram
and rode high up on the hull, throwing off
barges and startled soldiers. KIWI used full
power 10 pull clear. and with MOA helpfully

illuminating. rammed twice more.

every member of the ship's company who
could find something 10 fire, atiacked the
decks below.

McVinnie, in KIWI, picked up a submarine on
A

The ship dropped a pattern of six depth
ges, lurned. lost contact, regained it. and

altacked again

The anack damaged the submarine’s electric

motors. She surfaced and. fasier than either of
the 1wo ships, made off into the darkness.

KIW1and MOA followed., firing star-shell to

illuminate. and high explosive 10 damage. Hit
by MOA, the submarine returned the fire.

One of |-|'s 1wists broughi her beams on 0
hit hard

Datailed view of HMNZS KiWi's damaged
bow (Photo — RNZN)

Incredibly. the submarine could still move.
MOA took over, hammering her with gun fire
until she went ashore on a reel and became a
tolal loss.

The third ime she rode well up on the sub-
ine. and lay there, listing, while fuel from

Readers of '‘The Navy' are
I-1's ruplured pipes gushed up over her, and

invited to write in expressing
their views on nautical affairs of
general interest.

The camming had damaged KIWI's bow.

NAVY LEAGUE |
| DIVISIONAL
& CADET NEWS

Notica is heraby given that the Annual Genaral Meeting of the Navy League of
Australia will ba haid at the Maibourna State Cotiege. 757 Swanaton Street. Cariton,
Victoria in Confarance Room S820. Level! 8, Science Education Building at 7.30 pm on
Friday. 11th Novembar, 1983

BUSINESS

(1) Toreceive the report of the Federal Council
and to consider matiers arising therefrom.
(2) To receive the financial statements for the
year ended 30th June, 1983,
(3 To elect office-bearers for 1983/84 as
follows:
(a) Federal Presiden:.
(b) Federal Vice-Presidents (2).
() Federal Council Members.
td)  Audilor.

THE NAVY

Nominations for the above to be lodged
with the Honorary Secretary prior to the
meeting.
{4) General Business.
By Order of the Council

Oclober, 1983

Operating rne faclones for the

manufaciure of munitions and other defence
malenel. {hree aerospace facililies, 1wo
naval dockyards and mine research and
developmeni esfablishments, the
Depariment of Defence Suppor! designs,
develops and manufaclures a range of
products for the Ausiralian defence force

PRODUCTS

Included are

® Ancrafi

® Guided weapon Sysiems

® Small arms ® Qrdnance —
® Ammunilion ® Explosives

® Rockel molors ® Propeliants

® LUnilorm clothing

® Generalor sels

FACTORIES
Ammunition Faclory Foolscray. Vic
Ordnance Faclory Bendigo. Vic
Ordnance Faclory Manbyrnong, Vic
Small Arms Factory Lilhgow. NSW
Albion Explosives Faclory, Vic
Explosives Faclory Manbyrnong. Vic
Mulwala Explosives Faclory. NSW
Munitions Filting Faclory St Marys. NSW_
Ausiralian Government Clothing — =
Faclory, Coburg, Vic
Government Aircrall Faclories.
Fishermen’s Bend and
Avalon. Vic
Aircrafl Engineering Workshop.
Pooraka. SA
Guided Weapons and Elecironics
Suppor! Facility. St Marys. NSWi

DOCKYARD SUPPORT
The Williamsiown (Vic) and
Garden Island (NSW)
Naval Dockyards have
exiensive facililies '
tor the

consiruction

and repair of

naval vessels

T

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

The Department’s dafence research and
development laborataries, form the second
larges! research and development
orgamsalion in Ausiraia with some 1000
professional scientists and a tolal staff of
about 4400

RESEARCH FIELDS
® Aerodynamics
o (¢

LABORATORIES

Matenals Research Laboratocies,
Maribyrnong. Vic

Matenals Testing Laboralory. Alexandria
NSW

Armed Forces Food Science Establishment
Scolisdale, Tas

Jont Tropical Trials and Research
Estabhishment, Inmstail. Old

Aeronaulical Research Laboralones,

‘j&;y. Rations

F s Bend. Vic
RAN Research Laboratory. Edgecilf. NSW
Advanced Engineening Laboralory

Salsbury. SA
Electronics Research Laboratory. Saltsbury SA
Weapons Sysiems Research Laboralory.

.. .. SErVing
> the natiom's
defence needs

Anzac Park Wesl, Canberra ACT 2600 Auslralia
Telephone: (062) 48 2111 Telex: AA62063




Software Sciences

Software Sciences combines practical experience as a
systems house with specialist skills in aviation consultancy to
provide a wide-ranging capability in Air Traffic Control and
Airport systems.

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL

Major areas of practical expertise are:

B Fiight Data Processing (FDP) Systems —
including systems for procedural control in
non-radar areas such as trans-ocean.

B Radar Data Processing Systems, including
short range, long range, ground movement
(using networked micro-processors), and
weather radar processing;

B Combined FDP/RDP and flow control
systems;

B Census of ar movements over a particular
region

B Air/Ground data link studies

AIRPORTS

The company's resources are particularly
suited to:

B Taxiway, runway, and terminal area
simulation models;

Airside scheduling systems
Flight information systems
Message switching systems;
Check-in systems.

Operational/financial statistics
B Commercial data processing

For more information contact

Gwynn Boyd.
Software Sciences has carried out work for the Software Sciences
Civil Aviation communities of over twenty Ll (A Drvision of THORAN EMI Pty. Lid.)
countries including Algeria, Australia, Belgium, 9th Floor
Canada, Denmark, Federal German Republic, 68 Alfred Street
France, Hong Kong, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Milson's Point NSW 2061
Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Telephone (02) 922 7400 Telex 23451

Turkey, UK, and USA. PO Box 402 Haymarket 2000
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