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THE METALIZATION STORY

METALIZATION PTY LTD. Corrosion protection specialists
who are part of West Farmers Subsidiary High Nickol Alloys
went to sea recently — almost.

They got the job of cleaning and respraying the decks and
stacks of RAN survey vessel HMAS Moresby.

This was the first time that METALIZATION P/L have been
given the opportunity to perform this application to the Navy's
specifications. It involved shot blasting to parent metal to
remove all stains and corroded sections of the decks. The
decks and stacks were then treated by metal spraying zinc and
later sprayed with aluminium. All in all 3000 sq ft of deck was
treated in this application for the prevention of corrosion
against salt water attack on steel.

The work was carried out at HMAS Stirling or Garden
Island as we used to call it. As a follow up to the corrosion
application they were further involved in the application of
spraying monel on aluminium bronze propellor shafts to
increase bearing area life.

Metalization advised that they can deal with a steel corro-
sion application with about any type of corrosion problems. All
machining is portable and can be utilized as ‘in situ' applica-
tion. Metalization is also involved in the reclammation of most
metals including s/steel, cast iron, aluminium and aluminium
bronze. As well as being manufacturers of specialised
fabrication and hard facing of mining equipment etc.

Also available is a reasonable comprehensive machine
shop back up with facilities for turning and grinding plus rota-
ting equipment for rota rotating work pieces up to five tons.

Any further information pertaining to any of the above areas
can be obtained by writing to:

METALIZATION PTY LTD

PO Box 63, Bassandean, Western Australia
Or phone Mr M. Hooton
(Manager) on (09)279 3156
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Australia’s first locally built torpedo-bost destroyer,

HMAS WARREGQ in the Fitzroy Dock. 20th November, 1914. Behind her. still

10 be Iaanched Is TORRENS. (Photo — Cockatoo Island).
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Dreadnought Globe Valves are manufactured in a
range of materials including cast iron, S. G. iron. cast
steel and cast bronze. Sizes range from 8 mm up to
300 mm in 4 patterns

TRW MISSION
DREADNOUGHT

Settlement Road, Thomastown, Vic 3074
Telephone: (03) 465 2755
Telex: AA31358
Major distributors in all capital cities

To TRW MISSION DREADNOUGHY
PO Box 48. Thomastown. Victoria 3074

Please supply further information on your range of Dreadnoughl Globe Valves

Name:. .. ... .. .. .. . ..

Company: ...... ... .. . . .

Address: ... ... .. ...

Postcode: ................ . ... . Telephone:.... .. ... ... .. . . .
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Editor’s
Comments

“THE NAVY" features as its main theme for
the first issue of 1980, the Australian Fleet.
Tony Grazebrook discusses the outlook for the
new decade and the problems the service will
have to face in respect to both men and
equipment.

Historically, we feature the arrival of HMAS MELBOURNE 1n
1956 and the River class frigates of World War Two, whilsi a
ship of more recent times, HMAS VENDETTA is also allotted
space 1o mark her decommissioning in late 1979. The
Commander of T. S. GAYUNDAH has provided a brief
history of his unit for this issue and news has also been
received from the Wesiern Australian Division.

With the continuing crisis in Iran and Afganisian, much has
been said in recent limes regarding the capabilities of the Royal
Australian Navy and the need for additional ships 1o bolsier
the fleel. Newspapers report almasi daily the urgent
requirement for a new carrier and follow-on desiroyers, eic.

Readers are invited 1o drop a line 10 the Editor and express
their views on the subject.

New coniributor in this issue is Mr S. Given, who has provided
many fine phalographs, as well as the VENDETTA article.

Many thanks are due to him, along with our regular
contributors.

In the forthcoming issue North and South American navies will
be presenied. Particular articles will include; The Arrival of the
Greal White Fleet by David Dimeni; USS MONITOR — The
Ship that Launched a Modern Navy: Tony Grazebrook will
alsa be looking ai the United Siates Navy Teday. A much
enlarged Warship Piclorial includes the Royal Canadian Navy
since World War Two and the fleets of South America. For the
students of naval gunnery, Harry Adlam oullines the many
types of field guns uced by Ausiralian forces during the past
century. As well the regular series on New Zealand warships is
continued with WAKAKURA.

In the coming year **The Navy'' will present a more varied
book review service while continuing the present trend of
tropical and modern articles with their historical counterparis.
This combination of old and new will be achieved through the
conlinued suppori of league members and contributors.
Articles long and shori are always welcome, although naturally
must be naval or maritime inclined.

ROSS GILLETT

OUR COVER PHOTOS

HMAS MELBOURNE leads a United Staies Navy Essex
class sircraft carrier snd HMS ARK ROYAL dwing
exercises in the iate fifties. (Photo — S. Given).

HMAS MELBOURNE, port quarter serial viewm. Note
Bristol Sycamore helicopter aft of the island structure.
{Photo — S. Given).
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An impressive photograph of. the Daring cisss destroyer HMAS
VENDETTA, tsken shortly after her first commissioning. (Photo
— S. Given).
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The Arrival of
HMAS MELBOURNE, 1955

HMAS MELBOURNE was launched on the 28th February, 1945 — 35 years
ago this year, (1980). She was not commissioned into the Royal
Australian Navy (RAN) until October, 1955. During this 10-year period
between launching and commissioning into the RAN, MELBOURNE was
extensively modernised and completed. Australia was lent the Royal
Navy aircraft carrier HMS VENGEANCE until MELBOURNE was ready for

service.

The arrival of MELBOURNE in Australia was a spectacular
occasion. The mood which greeted the ship had been set in the  included glowing words about the fact thai **the interior and
United Kingdom by the crew of the MELBOURNE (who had bridge o1 . . . MELBOURNE can be sealed against the fallout
sailed over in the VENGEANCE to **pick-up™* the new ship). In from atomic explosion®.

fact, the officers and ratings of MELBOURNE claimed a Indeed, the MELBOURNE was hailed by the Sydney press
*‘marriage record’’. 60 crew members were married in England as “‘the most modern light fleet carrier in the world*** with *“its
while preparing MELBOURNE for the trip home.

Understandably. the crew were **very proud of themselves®''.

The MELBOURNE, after working-up exercises and

commissioning on 28 October, 1955, sailed from Glasgow on

11 March, 1956, and reached Fremantie on Tuesday, April 24,

1956. About 60 aircraft crowded on MELBOURNE's new

angled flight deck and also in her hangar. The aircraft were

two squad of anu-submarine Gannets and one squadron of

Sca-Venom fighters’. Also included in the complement of

aircraft on board was *‘the first delta-wing jet aircraft in

Australia — the Avro 707A"" which had been lent by the

British defence authorities to the RAAF for testing and

experimental/evaluation work. The report from Fremantle

iy e
e e ]

This fine serisl view of HMAS MELBOURNE was taken In 196S.
Westiand Wessex anti-sub e hehi are

Sea Vemoms and Gannets share HMAS MELBOURNE's flight Two of the new W
visible. (Photo — S. Given).

deck 21 the carrier turns Into wind. (Photo — S. Given).
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new angled deck, steam catapults, mirror landing aids and the
force of hard-hitting aircraft’**. ]

On lcaving Fremantle, the MELBOURNE headed for Sydney
with the **hard hitting aircraft’* being unloaded at Jervis Bay

and taken to Nowra Air Station.

ber. 1972 — Part of the Ausirslian nsval force involved in SEATO cxercise Ses Scorpiss
‘I')Ifh':A;rMELBOURN! are from lefi, HMA Ships DERWENT, SNIPE, VAMPIRE, PERTH, BRISBANE, TEAL

ivali — **right on timec at9.35 am™"* —
(L)drii.l_rlr!ls.l.ll ::éder;(?triencts **one of the grnlesflwelcomes ever
given 10 an Australian warship®"', complete v_v.uh arcraft
overhead, waving crowds on shore, **tooting"* fernes and scores
of small craft on the harbour'**. She was escorted by the

are depicted in this view. Pictured with
‘Al ART.

(Photo — RAN).
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HMAS MELBOURNE during heeling trisls. (Photo — RAN).

aircraft carrier SYDNEY, the frigates QUEENBOROUGH and
QUICKMATCH, destroyer ARUNTA and the RN submarine

L e

A Grommond S2G Tracker is Iaunched by catapult from the
carrier’s flight deck as a Skyhawk jet fighter bomber awaits her

THOROUGH. Aboard the MELBOURNE, $00 officers and
ratings lined the flight deck.*

The MELBOURNE was greeted by 3000 people when she

drew alongside Garden Island. Among the 3000 who gave
MELBOURNE a noisy reception were some of the 60 wives
w!no had traveiled ahead of the ship to Australia,™ as well as
wives and children of the crew who had been away for about a
year in England. While the happy reunions were going on, the
commander of the MELBOURNE, Captain C. G. O. Gatacre
held a Press conference on board and praised the new ship as
the “'mosi lethal in the Ausiralian fleet™" .

TI:ne crew were given immediate leave and a naval spokesman
said to the press that the MELBOURNE would not begin
exercises, or embark her aircraft, until July. 1.

The last act of arrival occured on 14 May, 1956 when the
MELBOURNE became the flagship of the RAN in a
*‘colourful Garden Island ceremony®'. More than 800 people
watched the flag of Rear-Admiral H. M. Burrell, Flag-Officer
Commanding the Australian Fleet. transferred from the carrier
SYDNEY (0 the MELBOURNE. The two carriers were stern to
stern at erden Island and Burrell walked across a plank from
one carrier to the other. 1000 officers and ratings from the 2
carriers took part in the ceremony.

With the official transfer and the public welcome behind her,
little did MELBOURNE *‘know'* of the full, varied and
sometimes tragic career in front of her. MELBOURNE holds
the distinction of being the longest serving flagship of the
RAN, as well as the more dubious honour, having been in the
water for 35 vears, of being one of the oldest ships ever in the
RAN. Perhaps no other ship of the RAN, past and present,
has hlq such an intensive, busy and long career. And that
career is not over yet.

1. See Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) 9 Ma
y. 1956. p 7.
2. SMH 24 April, 1956, p. 4

3. ibid. . i
4. SMH9May,p. 7. o iy

S. SMH 10 May, p. 4. 10. SMH, 9 May, p. 7

turn during transit 1o exercise Tasmanex, mid 1979. (Photo — 8- ibid, p. 2. I1. SHM, 10 May. p_4
RAN). ibid. T
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The 4th October, 1978. Following ax impressive display of maval power, Operation Jubiiee Salute off the New Sosth Wales coast,
HMAS MELBOURNL. enters Sydney Harbour after earlier returning from the Spithead Review to mark the 25th year of reign of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. (Photo — RAN).

The Navy's former Naval Support Commander,
Rear Admiral Guy Griffiths has left the Navy as
firmly convinced as ever of the need to maintain an
aircraft carrier as part of the nation's maritime
force.

**| have always been a firm believer in the neud for Naval air
support at sea and | see no reason to change that view — nothing
has cropped up to change that concept,” Rear Admiral Griffiths
said.

Rear Admiral Griffiths, AO, DSO, DSC, a former
commanding officer of the aircraft carrier, HMAS
MELBOURNE, retired late January after 43 years in the Navy,
the last 12 months as Flag Officer Naval Support Command
based in Sydney.

He handed over to Rear Admiral Andrew J. Robertson, DSC,
the former head of the Australian Defence Staff in London and a
former commanding officer of the Naval Air Station, HMAS
ALBATROSS at Nowra.

Rear Admiral Griffiths said Australia should be in a position to
deter anyone from interfering with our interests and should be
developing the capability accordingly to meet this need.

"In developing that capability, in terms of money, we are
paying a premium for peace, if you like, it is our insurance policy
for peace,"" he added.

Admiral Griffiths said the view had been put **what will a ship

*If we didn't have the ships and imports were cut for a
specified period, what sort of detrimental effects would this have
on our economic conditions,*" he said.

“In addition to its inherrent tactical capability, short of
conflict an aircraft carriet is a most useful ship for flag showing,
goodwill visits, as a deterrent to people who may be toying with
the idea of launching a conflict.

"You can deploy an aircraft carrier at a distance from
Australia and, with support, can maintain that presence for long
periods.

"If fleet units are beyond the range of shore-based air
support it is very necessary to have your own air capability,” he
said.

Rear Admiral Griffiths said he would like to see a ship of at
least 20,000 tons or ‘‘larger if we can afford it"" as a replacement

for HMAS MELBOURNE.

““Again if we could afford it, we should have two of these
ships. We should also go for vertical take-off aircraft which
would provide a suitable capability, within reasons of budget,**
he said.

Rear Admiral Griffiths said people have to become more and
more aware of the fact that Australia is an island nation
dependent on the sea for economic development and therefore,
the development of a maritime force was a very important factor.

The Navy of the future, he said, would have to work hard at

intaining its high ds, ensuring that it adapted to change

be worth when you are shooting at it". The he said,
should be ‘*what is it's worth to prevent the shooting in the fisst
place, how much are we prepared to pay to keep the peace™.

Feb/March/April, 1980
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but at the same time retaining sound discipline, and also ensuring
*'that we a:¢ getting best value for our defence dollar."
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Moves Towards International
Cohesion at Sea

AVI-IR\' interesting Paper appeared in the United Kingdom
In the closing stages of 1979, which due in no small
measure to the efforts of the Navy League has been receiving

some attention in Australia.

The Paper entitled **World Shipping a1
Risk: The 1ooming Threat to the
Lifelines'' was prepared by Admiral of
the Fleet Lord Hill-Norion, former UK
Chief of Defence Staff and Chairman of
NATO's Military Committee. and
published by the Institute for the Study of
Conflict. in London.

In a wide-ranging study of the
international scene, Lord Hill-Norion
expresses the belief that Russian room for
manocuvre on land is constrained by the
cohesion and resolution of NATO. Ihe
largely American nuclear umbrella. and
the nationalism and numerical strength of
the Chinese. The Admiral considers it
logical 10 assume this situation has led to
the development of Russia's massive
maritime capability — stated by the far-
sighted and very able Russian naval
Commander-in-Chief, Admiral
Gorshkov, 10 be *‘the most important

element in the Soviet arsenal 10 prepare
the way for a Communised world'* — and
that the West is at risk at sea more than on
land.

Looking ahead over the next decade
and into the nineties, and referring to
likely alliances between the United
Kingdom and other couniries. Lord Hill-
Norton believes NATO, although its
composition may change, will remain an
F.‘feclive delerrent 1o Russian aggression
in E_uro_pe. In the Pacific he anticipates
continuing political and military links
with Australia and New Zealand; he
stresses the imporlance of Japan in
political, economic, industrial *‘and very
likely mililary** terms, and assumes thai
because her interests lie very close 1o those
of the democracies and the risks are
similar, Japan will throw in her lot with
the demacracies well before the end of the
eighties

Lord Hill-Norton declines 1o speculate
on the future actions of China, a polential
super-power, but sees no need for that
couniry to seek territorial expansion
except perhaps for political reasons.

The Admiral anticipates a continuing
United Kingdom association with a fast
developing and geographically scatiered
Broup of countries including Brazil,
Korea, Saudi Arabia and the ASEAN
couniries.

Page Eight

NATO, Japan and the other countries
mentioned — polential middle-powers —
and of course Ausiralia and New
Zealand. are all dependeni upon sea-
borne trade for their economic survival as
are many other friendly countries not

specifically mentioned. It is the
vulnerability of ships using the trade
roules (which are extremely restricted at a
number of vital points) which alarms
Lord Hill-Norton and causes him to
believe stability and peace are at risk a1
sea rather than on land.

Comparing German submarine
strength at the beginning of World War 1|
and present Russian submarine strength,
the admiral recalls thai Germany started
the war with SO diesel-electric submarines
and nearly won the vital Battle of the
Atlantic: today, apart from her strategic
nuclear-missle underwater fleet, Russia
has not less than 350 aitack submarines of

The Russian guided missite cruiser PETROPA VLOUS. {Photo — RAN).
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which 150 are nuclear powered and in
dditi to this formidable force has
some 650 shore-based combai and
reconnaissance aircraft {with the Backfire
bomber adding to this airpower), S0 or so
vessels deployed world-wide gathering
intelligence plus an unknown number of
rec issance Wi in per
orbit. Further. Russia has some 400,000
mines in stock and undoubtedly the
means to lay them where they would do
most harm.

If 1his frightening capability 10 desiroy
and disrupt on a global scale is not
enough, in various navies large and small
— same polentially hostile and close 10
the viial irade routes — there are
currently more than 750 missile-armed fast
patrol boats. nol particularly effective on
the broad oceans bui highly lethal in
confined waters through which ships must
pass during their voyages.

Lord Hill-Norion states without
qualification thai neither the United
Kingdom nor any other middle-power can
stand alone in this day and age. and sees a
joint effort by all the countries dependent
upon the free flow of trade as the only
way to counter Russia's ability 10 exploit
maritime opporiunilies at will.

The Admiral puts forward a number of
proposals designed 10 reduce if not
eliminate the threat of trade dislocation
which include the establishment of a
global NATO-type organisation to ensure
cohesion in the maritime effort of part-
icipating nations. He mainiains that this is
not a Utopian dream and points to the
success of NATO in a limited area, and 10
the international aviation system which
has existed for more than iwenly years.

Lord Hill-Norion does not believe his
proposals would involve nations in
massive spending on maritime forces —
“‘the combined strengths of those like-
minded sovereign Siates whose interests
are at risk are even now close to adequate
for the task if their commiiments could be
shared. properly co-ordinated and
directed . . ."" The Admiral however does
not under-estimute the difficulties of
establishing a world-wide constabulary
force with power to deter a would-be
aggressor; chief among the problems is
the seeming inability of Western
governments to realise thai dangers
actually exist, a pre-requisite to action of
any kind.

Before commenting on the implications
of Lord Hill-Norton's proposals for
Australia it is desirable to refer 10 later

proposals emanating from the Uniled
Siates and no doubt spurred by events in
Iran, Afghanisian and elsewhere.

An American Scheme
It is reported that a group of
congressmen have called for the
formation of a multi-nation Pacific
maritime force. 10 be under US leadership
and to which a number of countries

Feb/March:April, 1980

including Australia, Canada. Japan, New
Zealand. South Korea and the ASEAN
nations would be asked to coniribute.

In that the purpose of this Pacific fleet
is to pratect the trade routes it has an
imporiant element in common with Lord
Hill-Norion's world-wide ma :ime
alliance. However. if reported correcily
the American proposal appears 10 involve
nations commilting par: of their armed
forces to a foreign (US) command,
whereas the Hill-Norton plan calls for co-
operation only. This is a very imporiam
difference.

Implications for Australia

In its present form, the American
proposal for a Pacific-region grouping (it
musi be assumed it is meani to extend inlo
the Indian Ocean, and 1o include
Indonesia) seems unlikely to be politically
acceplable 10 most countries concerned,
including Australia. Even in wartime,
countries are generally reluctant 10 allow
control of their armed forces 1o pass 10
another nation and it is hard 10 envisage il
happening in peacelime. no matter how
threatening the circumsiances. The
American scheme, as reporied in
Ausiralia (in January) seems unlikely 10
succeed in the form proposed by the
congressmen.

With regard 1o the Hill-Norton
proposals, the idea of a world-wide
maritime alliance is very much in line with
the views expressed by the Navy League

emminent and experienced a person as
Lord Hill-Norton is speaking-out on the
need for unity between common-ir.terest

countries throughout the world. and
backing his call with hard facts, it is
doubiful whether his proposals  will

prosper without a considerable change in
attilude on the part of the gnvernments of
the countries concerned.

Theproblemarenotsomuch *'technical™”
as palitical. Required is a comprehensive
surveillance/intelligence system, and a
command and control organisation, well
within the ability of the various defence
depariments 10 provide. Defence
depariments however can go only so far
- nalional governmenls musi create the
climate and set the limits of co-operation,
and there is very litile evidence to show
that Wesiern governmenis in recenl years
have looked very far ahead or beyond
their own boundries

Nevertheless, jusi as
commonsense resulied in NATO, so
eventually will the muiual support
principle of thai organisalio. prevail on a
wider scale. I is hkely that fewer
countries than envisaged by Lord Hill-
Norton will be involved in the early
stages, and it may be thar a number of
regional groupings will come first — this
in fact appears 10 be the irend now.

So far as Ausiralia is concerned, we
have nothing 10 lose and much 10 gain by

necessily and

of Austraiia 10 the def: sub- iltee

forgetting the unreal ‘‘Fortress
Australia’’ idea and embarking on a
def sirategy thal acknowledges the

of the Parliameniary Foreign Affairs and
Defence Committee 1n 1978.

“"Throughout the world there are
millions of people in communities large
and small who share similar ideals, hopes,
fears and aspirations, and who have
nothing whatsoever to gain from
territorial expansion or war. One sees a
great need for these often geographically
separated communities 10 co-operate not
only on a regional basis, but on a world-
wide scale; the times and circumstances
require such co-operation . . . "',

While 1t is satisfactory to know thai so

truth of Lord Hill-Norton's siatement,
‘It has long been accepted that no
medium-sized power can stand alone'’:
indeed it 1s questionable that any single
power can do so in this day and age. It is
safe 10 say our defence leaders are well
aware of the realities of life and within the
limits dictaied by oyr own and other
governments, sirive towards mutual co-
operation. Nol nearly so certain is the
awareness of governmenis or their
willingness 10 face facts and provide
leadership even when they are aware of
the dangers.

With Compliments from

Purdon & Featherstone

Pty Ltd

Shipwrights, Ship Repairs. General Surveys,
Slipways. Contractors to the Royal Australian
Navy

30 Napoleon St, Battery Point
Hobart, Tas
Phone: (002) 23 7953
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CLAM
ENGINEERING
COPTYLTD

11 PROGRESS STREET
MORNINGTON, VICTORIA 3931

Manufacturers and Suppliers of
Steam Traps and Accessories for
The Royal Australian Navy

TELEGRAMS: TOREADOR

TELEPHONE: (059) 75 1266

Inserted in the Interest of Australian Defence
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The ‘‘River’’ class
Frigates of World War 2

The Second World War saw
the Royal Australian Navy
short of ships of all classes,
but probably the greatest
shortage was in the escort and
anti-submarine field. A very
successful Australian Mine-
Sweeping programme had
been put into operation, and
most of these AMS's were
used as escorts. Before the
AMS programme had been
completed, another ship-
building programme was
launched. This was the effort
to build anti-submarine
frigates.

The class selected for Australian yards
was the British **River’* class frigate. The
choice of the name was odd, but as a new
type of ship was being introduced, the old
title of frigate was re-introduced. The
frigatc was a WW2 design, brought about
by the lack of range of the **Flower** class
corvelle which the Royal Navy built in
large numbers. The “‘Flowers'' were
rather rough riding ships in the North
Atlantic, so the Admiralty brought oul a
design for a larger ship, able o face the
heavy weather. The design was based
upon the pre-war sloops, but less refined
to allow for more rapid construction.
When the first frigates were

commissioned they were known as *'twin
screw corvelles™, but the title was soon
changed 10 the now well known term of
frigate.

Conltracts were awarded in Australia to
build frigates but although the war
finished before the programme was
completed, great sirides had been made.
In all cight “'River'* class frigates had
been launched. most of them completed.
and another four altered 1o the *'Bay*
design of anti-aircraft frigate. All the
Australian  vessels received “'River’"
names.

Basically the “‘River*’ class was a (win
screw ship with an overall length of 301
feet 3 inches, a beam of 16 feet 6 inches
and a draught of 9 fect. The displacement
was 1370 tons standard, and the
machinery consisted of a iwo shaft set of
reciprocating engines. These were four
cylinder triple expansion. and had a total
ihp of §,500. This gave them a speed of 20
knots. The machinery was simple and
reliable, although the boiler rooms were a

bit cramped. SO0 tons of oil fuel was
carried, and this gave the frigates a good
range.

Designed as A/S frigates, the
“Rivers’’ carried a fair gun armament.
Two single 4 inch QF MK XI1X HA/LA
guns were carried, one on “'B’'‘ deck and
the other on “*X' deck. Close range
armament was 20 mm (o begin with but
40 mm Bofors were added as they became
available.

For A/S operations, the *'Hedgehog**
ahead throwing weapon was carried on
the foc'sle with depth charge equipment
aft.

They were rather roomy ships, mainly
due 10 the extending of the foc'sle deck to
practically the stern. Unlike destroyers,
both boiler rooms and the engine room
could be entered without going out into
the weather. The bridge was quile
comfortable, although open in the usual
British practice. The 20 mm Oerlikons
carried in the bridge wings were upselting.
but at least they were carried high and had
good arcs of fire.

HMAS BARWON, 1946, approaches Obelisk Bay in Sydney Harbour as she mskes bes
way to the open sea. (Photo — Australian War Memorial).

The frigate HMAS BARCOO. (Photo — Australian War Memorial).
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The first *‘cab off the rank'' was
*GASCOYNE", built by Morts Dock in
Sydney. Itis interesting (0 note that all the
frigates were built by yards that had been
engaged in the AMS programme, so if we
take ““GASCOYNE's'* building times we
get a fair idea of the general efficiency of
the Australian yards during WW2. Laid
down on 4th June, 1942, **"GASCOYNE""
was launched on 20th February, 1943. On
20th December, 1943, “GASCOYNE"
commissioned under the command of
Commander J. Donovan, RAN. This ship
was usually known as ‘‘Gaspipe’’, in
keeping with the old habit of the sailor in
giving his ship a nickname.

The next frigate 10 commission was
*BARCOO", built by Cockatoo Island.
This ship was launched on 26th August,
1943, and commissioned on 17th January,
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1944. *BARCOO"" was 1o become well
known as a survey vessel in later years.

“BURDEKIN" was next. Built by
Walkers in Maryborough, Queensland,
this ship was launched on 30th June,
1943, and commissioned on 27th June,
1944. It is one of those absolutely incom-
prehensible facts that this frigate was to
see less than two years actual service
before being paid off into reserve. “'E*’
class reserve on 18th April, 1946, and
became the group ship in Corio Bay,
Geelong. She never re-commissioned for
service.

“HAWKESBURY', another Morts
ship was launched on 24th July, 1943, and
commissioned on Sth July, 1944, She was
followed by “LACHLAN', also from
Morts, launched 25th March, 1944 and
commissioned 14th February, 1945. The
last frigate commissioned before VJ Day
was "DIAMANTINA", a ship which is
still (1980) in existence. This ship was
built by Walkers, launched 6th April,
1944, and commissioned on 27th April,
194S.

Two other ""Rivers’ were
commissioned in 1945, but too late to see
war service. They were "BARWON™,
launched from Cockatoo Island on 3rd
August, 1944 and commissioned by Lt
Cdr H. L. (Herbie) Gunn, DSC, RAN,
and “MACQUARIE", built by Morts,
launched 3rd March, 1945 and
¢ issioned 7th D ber. 1945, by
Lieutenant L. M. Hinchliffe, DSC, RAN
This ship was probably the only major
Australian warship commissioned new by
a lieutenant, in WW2, and illustrates the
difference beiween permanent service
officers and reserve officers. Lt
Hinchliffe was a lieutenant when war
broke out, and was still a lieutenant when
it finished. On the other hand there were

A decommissioned BARWON, usder charge of. two tugs. including BRONZEWING
theft). (Photo — R. Hart).

the way promotions were handled. The
permanent navy had to stand by the old
*‘time’” system.

Another four ships were laid down in
WW?2, but the design was modified to the
Anti-Aircraft role. The four ships all bore
“River” names, but are officially des-
cribed as "Bay class''. after the British
“Bay"" class anti-sircraft frigates. These

four ships were named
‘“*CONDAMINE"", *'CULGOA"',
MURCHISON"'"' and
“"SHOALHAVEN"

The basic “‘River"’ design was modified
in these four ships to mount two twin 4
inch MK XVI mountings. probably the
best all round gun fitted in British ships in
WW2. It was a dual purpose weapon with
a fast rate of fire, and was a more power-
ful gun than the MK XIX fitted in the A/S
frigates. The actual siting of the twin

many reserve li ders who
joined up after the war began. Such was

was a2 much better arrangement

that in the British **Bay" type. By

HMAS DIAMANTINA. (Photo — RAN).
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removing *'B'’' deck. and mounting the
iwin mount in a bandstand on the foc'sle,
16 tons in weight could be carried lower,
the same was done with the after
mounting, and the stability of the ships
was improved.

The bridge wings were omitted, and the
20 mm mounts were carried on the lower
wings at ""B*" deck level. Three single
40 mm's were mounted at the break off
the boat deck, and a *‘Hedgehog’ was
carried on the foc'sle. The ships were still
well equipped to fight ines, but
had a much improved AA potential.

With the commissioning of the four
*‘Bay's’’, some of the ‘‘River's’ were
taken in hand for conversion to **Squid”’
ahead throwing weapons. This entailed
siting the fore-gun on a bandstand close to
the stem, and mounting a pair of three
barrel “*Squids’* on **B"" deck.

Two of the *River's™ were fully
converted 10 surveying. These were
““LACHLAN"' and “BARCOO". Extra
charthouse accommodation was
provided, and arrangements were made to
carry extra boats, including a specially
built 34 foot survey motor boat. The
survey ships were given a new colour
scheme of grey hull, white upperworks
with buff funnel and masts. They were
very pretty looking ships in this guise.

“LACHLAN" did not las: long as a
survey ship, and in 1947 she was paid of .
She was not to remain idle for very long,
as the Royal New Zealand Navy requested
the loan of “LACHLAN' to carry out
survey work in New Zealand waters. On
the 8th October, 1948, “LACHLAN"
was transferred on loan to New Zealand.
She was well liked by the New Zealanders,
who eventually purchased her. She paid of f
in Auekland on 14th December, 1974, and
is still in use as an accommodation ship.

The Australian frigates had a varied
existenee, but only one,
“DIAMANTINA"" remains today, and
her days are numbered.*
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Some of these ships had very little use
and were practically new ships when sold
as scrap. In 1962, ‘BARWON",
“"BURDEKIN'". "*CONDAMINE"",
““MACQUARIE"., “HAWKESBURY",
"*MURCHISON"'" and
“‘SHOALHAVEN"' were all braken up in
Japan **BARCOO'" and
"“GASCOYNE"" lasted another ten vears
due to their employment as survey ships
but 1n 1972, they too went to the
wreckers.

““CULGOA’" was utilised as an
accommodation ship at Waverton,
Sydney. She was condemned for living
purposes, and was scrapped.

That leaves only two, one in Australia
and one in New Zealand still afloat. They
will not last very lang, but there are hopes
that “‘DIAMANTINA'" may be
preserved. Let us hape so.

Ten other **River™ class frigates had
been ordered, but they were cancelled at
the cessation of hostilities. They would

have been named, "BALMAIN'',
‘*BOGAM'", "*CAMPASPE'",
“MURRUMBIDGEE™', "'NAMOI",
‘“NEPEAN'' ""WARBURTON"",

“WILLIAMSTOWN'' and *'WOIL.LON
DILLY".

An odd point arises when we find that
during construction it was decided to
change some of the names.
“MACQUARIE" was laid down at
““CULGOA"", but the name was changed
with the ship building at Williamstown.
This ship had been laid down as
““MACQUARIE"" so it changed names
with the ship being built in Sydney. Why
this took place | for one cannot
understand, but it happened.

The four ‘*Bay's’’ were given a facelift

A wartime view of HMAS HAWKESBURY. (Photo — RAN).

in the 1950's. They received a lattice
foremast. and ended up with five 40 mm
MK VII Bofors guns as close range
armament, and the 20 mm mounts were
landed. The eight *‘River's"" retained their
anginal tripod mast, but grew all sorts ot
buildings on their upper decks.
‘DIAMANTINA"" received a new
roofed-in bridge. She also carried a single
40 mm forward of the bridge possibly to
give her warship status, but there was no
ammunition supply to this gun. All
ammunition had to be sent up by
*'Armstrongs Patent Purchase®.

‘BARCOO"" carried an after

HMAS MACQUARIE. (Photo — Australian War Memorial).
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charthouse in her surveying days, and this
seemed 1o give her a graceful appearance.

*“GASCOYNE"* had gone into reserve
in 1946, but this was a fully maintained
state designed to allow for re-
commissioning in 14 days. In June, 1958,
she re-commissioned for survey work, so
it would appear that the conversion to
“*Squid** was wasted.

“"HAWKESBURY" went out of
commission soon after the war but was
brought back into harness in May, 1952,
and was present at the Atomic Test at
Monte Bello that same year.

‘““BARWON"* went out of commission
on 31st March, 1947, and was replaced by
““CULGOA". She had served a grand
total of 15 months in commission.

“MACQUARIE" re-commissioned in
August 1952, but ten years later sne had
been scrapped in Japan.

The ““Bay’* class have been dealt with
because they were basically a “*River’’
class modified for AA duties. No attempt
has been made to cover war histories, but
the "‘Bay’s"* did go to Korea, where they
received warm praise for their work.
*MURCHISON", in particular, made
Quite a name for herself with her exploits
in the Hann River during that conflict.
The surprising thing was that
“MURCHISON'* had been the day
running training ship for the A/S school
in Sydney, and had been steaming with a
much recduced complement. She got
away on time., still short of crew members
and received her final deaft whilst off
Moreton Bay, delivered by the pilot
steamer *‘John Oxley*'.

The builders of the four *‘Bay’s"* were
State Dockyard, Newcastle, for
‘“CONDAMINE"", Williamstown
Dockyard for ‘“‘CULGOA*, Evans,

Fab/March/April, 1980

Deakin, Brisbane, for “MURCHISON"
and Walkers, Maryborough, for
“*SHOALHAVEN"".

Although the four ‘*‘Bay's” were
regarded as being the more modern of the
whole programme, it is one of those
quirks of fate that the last two Australian
built frigates in commission were *'River”'
class ships.

Summing up. the “'River'' class frigate
was a well built, comfortable ship with a
fair turn of speed, able to face any
weather. They were fine anti-submarine
ships, but usually did all other duties. The
extended foc'sle was well received as it
made 1he ships very dry. The machinery
was simple and efficient, and the gunnery
arrangement was quite good for ships of
that type. It is a pity that they were
scrapped, but the fact remains that they
were ageing. "DIAMANTINA is still in
good order but she is now thirty-four
years old, so we musi leave sentiment
behind and look at things clearly. The
‘River’" class frigates were built for the
Second World War, and would certainly
he obsolete if required 1o fight the type of
ship that is being buil1 in these missile age
limes.

With pendant flying, HMAS DIAMANTINA sails down harbour at the clase of her
career. Praposals are naw in had to preserve the frigate in Brisbane. (Photo —
RAN).

They were good ships. They were well
built ships. They were built in Australian
yards. Let us not forget them.
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DURANCE
BY ROSS GILLETT

On 23rd August, 1979, the Minister for Defence,
Mr D. J. Killen, announced that a new and more
capable underway replenishment ship would be
built for the Royal Australian Navy, at the Cockatoo
Island Dockyard in Sydney.

The new ship, as yet unnamed, will be similar to the Durance
class, of which one, LA DURANCE, is serving in the French
Navy, with a second, MEUSE, 1o be commissioned in the 1980-81
period. The following article should proviac readers with a greater
insight into the ship and its capabilities.

MISSION
The mission of the Durance class Underway Replenish:nent
Tanker is essentially to refuel flotillas of medi gc vessels  d d

An srtist's impression
of.the Darance class
Neet olier.

(Photo — RAN).

is that of the automatic tension support cable which has already
been tried and proved on several French vessels. Two of these
stations enable heavy loads to be transferred. These support
cables rest on two gantries situated in the mid-section of the
vessel.

In addition, the Durance class tanker is equipped with a
helicopter also enabling heavy loads to be transferred. Wide clear
spaces provide ready access to the helicopter pad and transfer
stations, from the victuals and munitions lifts and freight holds.

AT SEA REPLENISHMENT
— Distance between vessels: 25 to 100 metres
— Time needed 1o jettison lines in the event of danger: 30 to 60
seconds.
— Transfer capacity for solid loads: 11 tons in 30 minutes.
— Total time needed to secure and releace the support cable: 3
to 6 minutes.

State of the sea: the satisfactory operation of the system
entirely on the type and vrability of the

(frigates, destroyers, etc), both at sea and in harbour One of the
leading features of the tanker is its simplicity 2id endurance,
being able to operate in all climates and carry out 30-day missions
without returning to harbour.
DESIGN

The general structure of the ship bears witness to the care
taken to make it both effective and reliable. Its hold capacity is
10,000 tons of freight, distributed as follows:

Fuel oil 7500 metric tons
Diesel oil 1500 meiric tons
AVCAT 500 metric tons
Feed water 130 metric tons
Victuals 170 metric tons
Munitions 150 metric tons
Spares $0 metric tons

PROPULSION
Propulsion is via two semi-fast diesel engines (16 PC 2.5V)
10,000 HP each. These engines are independent and drive two
variable-pitch propellers through two gear boxes.
ELECTRICAL
All electric power used for replenishment operations at sea is
generated in two alternators, each of 2000 kW, driven by the
main engines. The ship's own requirements are met by three 480
kW diesel-alternators.
ACCOMMODATION
Particular care has been taken with accommodation on
board the Durance class, enabling a crew of 150 officers and men
to work, relax and live in excellent conditions. As well,
accommodation is provided for 45 passengers.
REPLENISHMENT EQUIPMENT
The new vessel will be equipped with four lateral
hydrocarbon stations and one stern station. The system adopted
Feb/March/Aprll, 1980
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vessel supplied.
PUMPING FACILITIES

The Durance class is equipped with hydraulic cargo pumps
flooded in the tanks. With this system, very high pumping rates
can be obtained, coupled at the same time with flexible and
perfectly reliable use of the pumping facilities.

The cargo pumps are started up and controlled from the
Cargo Control Centre, which is located at the centre of the ship,
between the two gantries.

The following arc also controlled from the Centre, which
constitutes one of the novel features of this vessel:

— remote-control of the cargo collector valves
— implementation of the replenish i It
execution of the corresponding operations at sea.

PRINCIPAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE VESSEL

and

Length 157 m

Breadth 2lm

Draft 8.7m

Displacement at Full Load 17,800 tons

Speed 19 knots

Propulsion 2SEMT-PIELSTICK 16 PC

2.5 V engines
Maximum power at 3520

rpm 20,000 HP
2 variable-pitch propelless, di 42m
CONCLUSION

All of the above facts and figures relate to the French Navy
version and may, of course, differ slightly to the finished RAN
ship. Work at Vickers Cockatoo Dockyard is scheduled to
commence in late 1980, with delivery set down for 1983. As yet no
name has been chosen for the new ship, although the possibliities
include BILOELA, KURUMBA, SIR1US and SUPPLY.
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Outlook for the Eighties

S we move into the 1980’s,

a number of senior polit-
icians, and serving and retired
Officers have made statements
which give us the opportunity
to consider the issues which are
paramount from the Navy's
point of view.

However, before we do this, it is
appropriate 10 review, in a few lines,
developments in the 1970"s:

e The 197§-77 dearth of new
construction orders, and delays in
modernisation projects, has come to
an end. but has left a back log of new
work that must be overcome.

Whilst some new orders have now
been placed. mainly with local
builders, a number of very important
procurement and construction
decisions are very seriously overdue:
The New Aircraft Carrier
The Follow On Destroyer

New Mine Counter Measures
Vessels
Helicopters for HMAS Ships
ADELAIDE. CANBERRA and
SYDNEY

The consequences of the failure to
make these decisions earlier will be
very costly indeed in budgetary
terms.

Perhaps most important of all, the
six valuable years from 1971-77 —
years of relatively low threat — were
not used to best advaniage to build-
up long lead equipment items.

Now the international situation has
deteriorated substantially. This de-
stabilisation is now recognised not caly by
the more far-seeing observers, but also by
a number of very senior Australian
ieaders.

THE STRATEGIC SCENE

Not only have relations between the
two major marilime super powers
deteriorated, but we have also seen
unmistakable proof that serious
consequences in our region are
unavoidable:

* Deploymen. of some of Russia's
biggest, most pow-rful and most
modern ships — the aircraft carrier
MINSK, the LPD IVAN ROGOV

Feb/March/April, 1980

and the “*Kara™ Class guided missile
armed crusier PETROPAVLOVSK
— in our region signifies a profound
change in Russia's maritime warfare
policy for the Indian Ocean —
Western Pacific Region. Their Fleet
in this region is no longer the **poor
relation™". It includes some of their
newest and most powerful ships.
These same ships signify major
Russian ‘‘technology jumps' in
maritime warfare — fixed wing
VSTOL aircraft operating from
aircraft carriers, a major step
forward in amphibious warfare
technology and so on. We musi
expect these technology break-
throughs 10 be available to regional
client powers in the next ten to
twenty years — the period in which
MELBOURNE's successor, the
Follow On Destroyers and other new
ships the RAN needs will be entering
service.

The readiness of Russia to transfer
technology to regional powers has
already been proved by Russia's
transfer of OSAIll Class SSGW
armed fast attack craft and PETYA
Class 35 knot frigates to Vietnam -
a nation whose Navy had been
moribund from 1975.

Russia is now (at the time of writing)
providing Vietnam with over AS2
million per diem in military aid.
Heavy construction work, of a type
often associated with major rocket
installations, is kncwn 10 be going on
a1 Da Nang, in Vietnam.

Perhaps in part from an
undersiandable fear resulting from
Russia's much increased military
support of Vieinam, ldonesia has
embarked on a major naval
improvement programme, including
the acquisition of new SSGW armed
and helicopter armed 1200 ton 30
knot corvettes, submarines, tank
loading ships and large SSGW armed
fast attack craft.

Similarly perhaps, the People's
Republic, of China is now seeking
modern weapons and sensors for her
Navy — with some B0 submarines,
this is already no mere small coastal
force by regional siandards.

THE NAVY

As agreed in November, by the
League's Federal Council, which includes
some of Australia’s foremost defence
thinkers, it may be that the Warning Time
of a threal to Australia has already
started.

IVAN ROGOYVY, Russia’s sew ssssull
ship. {(Photo — RAN).
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In this contexi, Australia is faced with a
need in the 1980°s not only 10 catch up on
the backlog in new construction orders, in
themselves essential to maintain the
maritime strength needed 10 cope with the
mariume threats which could be posed
now, bul also to increase thai sirength
substantially. Such an increase is needed
to respond 10 the new strategic
deterioration referred 10 earlier.

PRIORITY NEEDS

An examination of public statemenis by
recent Chiefs of the Naval Siaff shows
that they regard the availability of fixed
wing seaborne airpower — a new aircraft
carrier — as of the highesi priority and as
absolutely indispensable. As the present
Chief of the Naval Siaff told the Navy
League’s Annual General Meeting in
Canberra in  November, ‘‘Taciical
airpower al sea is essential, and in our
area a ship with appropriate aircraft is the
only practical solution 10 this need"".

Whilst some progress is at last being
made in thai three potential designs of
new aircraft carrier are being examined in
detail, a definite selection of 1ype and
firm new consiruction order are urgently
needed.

Closely allied 10, but not contingent
upon, the urgent need for a new carrier is
the need for provision of new helicopiers.
The RAN's present six SEA KING
helicopters are insufficient 10 provide the
anti-submarine warfare capability (for
which ten SEA KING's were accepted as
the minimum necessary when the original
procurement decision was made in 1972,

Furthermore, although the first FFG
(HMAS ADELAIDE) will be
commissioned later this year, the
helicopters for that ship and her two later

FREMANTLE, seen ‘har!' fitting out. has suffered over-welght problems snd her
commissioning hss now been deisyed. (Photo — RAN),
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sisters, have not yet even been ordered.
The proposal 1o embark small Army
helicopiers will provide the FFG’s with a
service and limited reconnaissance
capability only. Full helicopter capability
a major part of the new ships' fighiing
potential against submarines and SSGW
armed fast atiack craft — cannot now be
available until 1985.

Another urgent priority need is that for
new destiroyers, needed 1o replace initially
the “‘River”” Clcss ships starting in 1988
when YARRA, the eldest of these,
reaches retirement age.

Although the need for this Follow On
Destroyer Class was accepied as long ago
as April, 1974, (by the then Minister for
Defence, Hon L. H. Barnard). no
decision has yet been accepted on the lype
of ship that should be built. However, it
can be speculated (from statements made
about the subject) that Navy's preference
is for a locally produced version of the

Feb/MarchiAprll, 1960

The new hesvy Isnding ship TOBRUK Is graduslly tsking shspe ss this photogrsph
shows. In the sboye view, the bow door is open ss are the iwo sehicle ramps. (Photo —
RAN).

guided missile frigates now building in the
United States. It is suggested that the cost
of maintenance facilities and training
activities is much lower for one large class
of ship than for 1wo classes of ship of
different 1ypes, and that this saving would
more than outweigh the savings achieved
by replacing the ‘‘River's’ by ships
smaller than the FFG's. 11 1s noteworthy
that. by the time the four carly **River™
replacement programme is completed. the
first of the RAN's DDG's (HMAS

PERTH) will be due for retirement. An
updated FFG type might well be a suitable
replacement.

Thus, whilsi some progress is at last
being made on new ships — the three
FFG's, the underway replenishment ship.
the heavy landing ship and the patrol
boats — further decisions are needed
urgently.

Of course. new ships and aircrafl do
not alone make a Navy. They need bases
and men to man them.

Navy work bost (NWB) U 1230 st Cairns, 11th July, 1979. {Photo — 5. Given).
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BASES
Although progress on new ships has
been inadequale to ensure the availabity
of the necessary maritime sirength in the
1980°'s. there has been significant
expenditure on new bases and operating
facilities:
Cost in
1979

Work Completed $ millions
Williamstown Dockyard —
modermsation to standard
for building new desirovers

Stage | 16
HMAS STIRLING —
Cockburn Sound. WA 70
New berthing facilities —
Garden Island 2
Work Underway or Approved
Williamstown Dockyard
modernisation Stage 2 19
Darwin pairol boat base
improvements 19
Cairns patrol boat base
improvements 1
Brisbane facilities for
amphibious warfare
squadron 1
Garden Island facilities for
FFG's et al 7

Proposals for Further Expenditure
Garden Island — Fleel Base

and Dockyard

Modernisation 190
Williamstown Dockyard
Modernisation Stage ¥ —

weapons and electronics

workshops na

As can be seen from the details given,
some $A145 million has already been
spent. or approved for expenditure. The
great majority of this money has been, or
will be, spent within Australia. This
money has achieved some improvement in
deployment times (resulting from the
Cairns, Darwin and Cockburn Sound
facilities) as well as provided the new
facilities needed 10 maintain new types of
ships with new weapons, sensors and
propulsion systems.

The area of apparent difficulty is at
Williamstown Dockyard. where it has
1aken some six years from the date of
laying of her keel to build the
oceanographic ship HMAS COOK. It
took that same yard less than five years to
complete (in  1970) the much more
complex destroyer escort HMAS SWAN.
It is difficuli to avoid the conclusion that
something has gone wrong.

Many reports, from reliable sources,
atiribute the delays almost wholly 1o
cumbersome procurement procedures
applied by the Department of
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COOK 1t isunch, Wiltiamstows Dockysrd in August. 1977. (Photo — RAN).

h

Administrative Services to the pur

hnology and d Officer

of components for ships in hand at
Williamstown. Whether or not these
reports are wholly correct, they lend some
force to the suggestion that the Follow On
Destroyers should not be built at
Williamstown unless the problems of the
1ype that have delayed the completion of
COOK are eliminated. Delays in the
modernisation of the destroyer escort
HMAS PARRAMTTA suggest that the
problems referred to have not been
overcome yel.

A further potential problem at
Williamstown is the provision of skilled
labour, of which there is already a
shortage in the western suburbs of
Melbourne. An increase of some 25%
would have been required in Williams-
1own's production labour force to build
the DDL’s, and it must be assumed that
something similar would be required to

wastage at LCDR and CMDR level (due
in part at least to the early date at which
an Officer can leave the Service with an
immediate pension entitlement).

Whilst some 35% of uniformed naval
personne! are manning the operational
forces (ships, submarines and aircraft), as
many as 30% of naval uniformed
personnel are involved in training at any
one time — a much higher percentage
than in major civilian industrial
undertakings. In recognition of the high
percentage of naval personnel involved in
training. Navy planners have achieved
much in maximising training efficiency
and improving initial selection procedures
to minimise the number of Officer and
Sailor entries who drop out at an early
stage. Service dropouts are extremely
expensive, as their uniforms and selection
and ind procedures are all paid for

build the Follow On Destroyers at that
Yard.

Not only civil but also uniformed
personnel present the Navy with further
challenges in the 1980°s.

PERSONNEL

It is public knowledge that the
Government is keeping an extremely tight
reign on the personnel 'evel of all three
Services, in an endeavour to free funds
for major equipment items with long lead
times.

In this context, only very small
increases in naval personnel numbers have
been permitted to man the new patrol
boats. the heavy landing ship. etc. At its
30 June, 1979, permitted maximum of
16,582, the totai aathorised number of
full \ime unifocrmed men and women are
still some 3 per cent below the 17,128
figure of kst January, 1973.

It says much for the Naval Personnel
part of DEFNAY that the Fleet has been
manned without major operational
dislocation in a climate of increasing

Feb/March/Aprll, 1980

without any return on the investment.

The number of candidates for entry
into the WRANS far exceeds vacancies, a
fact which reinforces the case of those
who argue that the full potential of the
WRANS in the Navy is far from achieved
— although they are now manning an ever
increasing diversity and number of billets.

If one area of concern over personnel
matters had to be nominated, it would

ptobably be that of submarines, where a
lack of volunteers has forced the laying up
of one of the RAN's submarines. his
lack of volunteers is alleged to be due to
inad money r of the
discomforts of submarine life. This lack
of money recognition is largely out of the
hands of Senior Service Officers, being
governed by non-Service near-arbitration
procedures. Some changes have been
announced in remuneration recently. It
remains to be seen whether these have the
desired effect.

Thus, there are those who argue that,
with  the i of bmari

b ially increased r
not the main answer to those (relatively
few) personnel problems which exist.
Navy as a whole is on target strength,
although there are imbalances between
ranks and ialisati The ber of

did for entry is ly high but

r ion needs imp! .

Thus, whilst money for personnel in
general is not a major difficulty, more
money must be found for equipment.

MORE MONEY MUST BE FOUND

The Governmental failure to order the
new ships needed during the period 1971-
77. and delays in the modernisatiion
programme, will result inescapably in
exceptional demands for funds during the
1980's.

This need coincides with a deterior-
iating strategic situation. Put simply, the
potential threat is much greater now than
it was in 1972, The potential threat will
grow further in the 1980's. Further

I y would be i .

Thus the major challenge for the Navy
League in the 1980°s lies in ensuring that
successive Governments spend the money
on i that is absolutely ial
to ensure viable maritime defences. It is
for Navy to see that money is not only
well spent but is seen by the taxpayer to
being well spent.

hi.

Compaments from

BAY VIEW LAUNDRY

Current Contractors to the
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
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Laundering Requirements
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N the 9th October, 1979, after nearly

21 years' service to the Royal Australian
Navy, the **Daring'’ Class destroyer, HMAS
VENDETTA, officially paid off and was towed
to join her sister, DUCHESS, at Athol Bight in
Sydney Harbour.

Of all-welded construction, VENDETTA was ordered in
October, 1947, and laid down at the Williamstown Naval
Dockyard on 4th July, 1949. Her sisters, VAMPIRE,
commissioned in 1939, and VOYAGER, commissioned in 1957,
were both built at the Cockatoo island Dockyard, Sydney
Another ship, DUCHESS, was of British build and was
commissioned into the RAN in 1964,

VENDETTA's launch took place on 3rd May, 1954, and the
2800 ton warship was embarked on her career by Mrs Nancy
Waller, wife of the late Captain Hec Waller, RAN

During trials on 18th July, 1958, VENDETTA accidentally
rammed the Albert Dock caisson and damage 10 her bows caused
her completion to be put back by some three months. On
¢ letion, she was ¢ ioned on 26th N ber, 1958, and
put under the Command of Captain R. J. Robertson.

April 1959, saw VENDETTA on an operational visit to New
Zealand, from which she returned in May of that year.

Sailing from Sydney in Decamber, 1959, she headed for the
Far East to relieve HMAS Anzac in the Strategic Reserve.
VENDETTA's job was taken over by VAMPIRE and she
returned to Sydney in July, 1960.

The ship attended the Hobart regatta in February, 1961, and
on her return was di hed to ¢ s from the
freighter **Runic’* which had run aground on Middleton Reef, on
the NSW Coast.

Another tour of duty in the Far East in April, 1961, saw
VENDETTA in exercises with SEATO forces, and also a
representative of the RAN for the Philippine Independence
celebrations in July. She returned to Australia for a refit in
August, 1961

Again, VENDETTA sailed for the Far East in March 1962,
and after Easter she joined with SEATO forces in exercise *‘Sca
Devil"'. She returned in June, and visited Noumea during

On the slipwav ar Wiiinmstonw. 3rd May, 1954. (Phoio —
RAN).
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VENDETITA — Ship s badge. (Photo — S. Given).

August. The next month the ship arrived for the Commonweaith
Games held in Fremantle.

For the last six months of 1962, and the first two months of
1963, VENDETTA was in the Far East and took part in a further
SEATO exercise ‘*Sea Dovetail™.

Mid 1964 saw VENDETTA yet again on her way to the Far
East, from which she returned to Sydney on 12th December.

The first half of 1963 was spent in refit, and on |1th August,
the destroyer sailed on her sixth trip *‘up top'*. During this
voyage VENDETTA escorted the troop carrier, SYDNEY to Viet
Nam.

November and December of 1965 saw her on anti-infiltration
patrols during the Ind. ian conf ion of Malay

Fltting omt, %tk April, 1957. (Photo — RAN).
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An esrly brosdsude view of HMAS VENDETTA. Note the

On 20th May, 1966, word came that the dredge “‘W. D.
ATLAS" had sank off Jervis Bay. VENDETTA searched for two
days and recovered four bodies.

In July, the same year she again escorted the SYDNEY to
Viet Nam.

VENDETTA's next assignment was to aid the United States
Navy Submarine “TIRU" which had gone aground on
Fredericks Reef, North Q land, on 3rd N ber, 1966.
After refloating. the submarine was escorted by VENDETTA to
Brisbane.

The “‘Daring’" again headed for the Far East on Sth March,
1968, after much time on routine duties in Australian waters. She
returned to Australia in October, that year, and in May 1969,
went to New Zealand. VENDETTA then sailed back to Sydney
for a refit.

do tabe g (NoI0 — > wiveny.

She was deployed to Viet Nam on [5th September. 1969,
relieving BRISBANE. On 3rd October. that year. VENDETTA
Joined the US Seventh Fleet in the role for which she was designed
— Naval Gunfire Support. HOBART replaced her on 30th
March. 1970 and VENDETTA returned to Sydney on ) 1th April.

Prior to her detachment to the Seventh Fleet, VENDETTA
had her torpedo tubes removed and was modified to enable her to
work with the American warships.

VENDETTA sailed for her cighth tsip to the Far East in
September, 1970, and returned to Sydney on 20th April, 1971,

In September, the same year. she pad off at Williamstown
Naval Dockyard for half-life refit and modernisation and
recommissioned on 2nd May, 1973. During her modernisation,
VENDETTA was given an aluminium alloy superstructure and

HMAS VENDETTA st speed. Her "*B" turret guas sre elevated to maximom. (Photo — S. Given)
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IRONCORE TRANSFORMERS PTY LTD

111 FERRARS STREET, STH MELBOURNE, VIC
Suppliers to the RAN- of Custom Built Special Transformers up to 150 kBa. Portable
Transformers — Custom Built to Naval Specifications. A Wholly Owned Australian
Company

Phone Don Kent on (03) 699 7677

W:ith Comphments from

Golden Poultry Farm Pty Ltd

A Major Supplier of Farm Fresh Poultry to the Royal Australian Navy. Remember, it
Bakes Golden Because it's Fresh from the Farm

For Oraers

Phone: (03) 783 6200
Or Write

GRANTS ROAD, SOMMERVILLE, VIC

Heeling trials, cither 1958 or 1959. (Photo — RAN).

an enclosed bridge. An Air Warning Radar and a new Fire
Control System were also fitted.

On 26th February, 1974, she sailed to join the ANZUK
forces in the Far East and to escort the Royal Yacht **Britannia**
from Darwin to Indonesian waters.

Enroute to Darwin, on 6th March, 10 take over escort duties,
VENDETTA rescued a boatful of survivors from the coastal
steamer "WARAWI'* that floundered and sank in heavy seas in
the Arafura Sea, north of the Arnhem Land coast.

VENDETTA returned from four and a half months *‘up
1op™* on 12th July, 1974. In October. of the same year, she

MARKS BROS PTY LTD

Suppliers lq the Royal Australian Navy of Electrical Equipment, Diving and Breathing Apparatus,
) Full Comprehensive Advice and Service to All Naval Personel and their families
Want 10 Learn to Dive, then call in and see John or Don Marks at:

82 FERGUSON ST, WILLIAMSTON
OR PHONE: (03) 397 5139

For Personal Appointment

Rider Productions
of Melbourne

Suppliers of Tracksuits & Footbali Jumpers to the Navy
Manufacturers of Sporting Uniforms

735 High St, East Kew, Vic 3102
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repr d the RAN in the 100th Anniversary of Fiji's cessation
from Britian. her main role at this time being a communications
ship for the then Prime Minister, Mr Whitlam.

Cyclone Tracy struck Darwin on Christmas Day, 1975. and
VENDETTA sailed with other major fleet units, for *‘Operation
Navy Help Darwin"*. She returned in February, 1978.

VENDETTA then spend some time in Australian waters
where she sailed to Western Australia for exercises. While in the
“West"', she operated around Timor during the civil war
disputes.

In mid September, 1975, the destroyer sailed from Darwin,
again for the Far East and returned to Sydney in November.

Proceeding to Melbourne, she spent a further ten months in
the hands of Williamstown Naval Dockyard, but was back in
Sydney by 10th October, 1976.

On 7th lanuary, 1977, she again left for the Far East. After
receiving an SOS on 10th May, VENDETTA gave aid to a
Vietnamese Refugee Boat lost in the South China Sea off the
coast of Malaysia.

VENDETTA arrived back in Australia, and during
November, 1977, sailed for New Zealand and AUCKEX '77. On
her return, she was awarded the Otranto Shield for efficient
gunnery during 1977.

The next six months were spent on the usual duties and on
27th June, 1978, she headed for the Solomon Islands
Independence Celebrations, arriving at Honiara on 6th July.

VENDETTA was at Christmas Island in November and then
returned to Singapore. She was back in Sydney at the end of
1978.

She sailed once again, this time to Western Australia for the
state's 150th Anniversary Celebrations and while in the **West"',
participated in exercise *‘Dirk Hartog™, with the Royal
Netherlands Navy.

VENDETTA. under the command of Commander Mike
Freeman, sailed sadly into Sydney Harbour on 28th June, 1979,
flying a 366 ft paying-off pennant. During her life she had
steamed 671,000 miles both at home and abroad, in peace and at
war. With the US Seventh Fleet, VENDETTA had been assigned
189 separate missions. What is to become of her is to be left up to
the owners, the Royal Australian Navy. Already her life blood is
being fed to her replacement, a sparkling new FFG.

If it means nothing to anybody else, the essence of the
VENDETTA's life can be summed up on one sailor’s words.

“THEY PAID OFF THE WRONG SHIP.™

HMAS VENDETTA's ships bost takes depth resdings as they assist the submarine USS TIRU off Fredericks Reel. (Photo — S.
Given).

THE NAVY
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PENGUIN at anchor and isid up in Sydsey Harbour before her
conversion 10 a stationary depot ship. (Photo — RAN).

Between the years 1913 and 1923, the
Royal Australian Navy employed at Garden
Island as an alongside depot ship, the thirty-
seven year old former composite screw
sloop, HMS PENGUIN.

Originally designed by Nathaniel Barnaby and buili for the
Royal Navv by Napier of Glasgow, PENGUIN was launched on
25th March, 1876. She comprised one of fourteen ships of the
Osprey and Doterel Classes and as originally buili was classified
as a survey ship. The vessel was 170 feet in length, 36 feet across
the beam and drew 15 feet 9 inches. With a displacement of 1,130
tons, she was driven by a one shafi horizonial compound
expansion engine. manufaclured by R. & W. Hawthorn.
Maximum speed raled was 9.87 knols a1 666 IHP. Bunker
capacily measured 150 tons of coal and radius of action with
conlinuous use of engines was judged 10 be 1,500 miles. To
complete the 1echnical features of the ship, PENGUIN mounted
two 7 inch MLR and three 64 pdr MLR guns, as well as four
machine guns. Her all-up cost reached £52,111 when
commissioned for service on 23rd Augusi, 1877,

Much of PENGUIN's early career was speni in the Pacific
where she enjoyed four years prior 1o returning 1o Plymouth 10
pay off in lale 1881, Along with her large number of sisier ships,
PENGUIN was re-engined ai the Devonpori Dockyard and ai the
same time lost her 64 pdr siern chase gun, which was replaced by
1wo § inch BL guns mounied on the poop. Afier a long period in
reserve, she reccommissioned in 1886 for service in the Easi Indies.
Her second commission also 100k the sloop 10 the Easi African
waters where she was deployed in the suppression of the slave
trade on the African Siation. During 1888, PENGUIN
participaied in the blockade of Zanzibar, capiuring several dhows
in the process.

PENGUIN returned to England in 1889. Her armameni was
again reduced and now comprised only Iwo 64 pdr ML guns.
which were retained to provide an insurance againsi native
allacks. Conversion was completed in December, 1889. The
following month, January, 1890, PENGUIN sailed for the
Pacific 10 underiake a series of surveys which were to span a
period exceeding sixieen years. The space left vacani with the
removal of her two largesi guns was now used for the cariography
and instrument rooms. Al the same lime, ship's boals were
increased 10 nine, including two steam cullers.

Feb/March/Aprll, 1980 THE

PENGUIN 5vrossciiert

In 1895, PENGUIN sounded 1o a depth of 4,900 fathoms,
(withoul t1ouching botiom) in the Tonga Trough. exceeding the
record, made by HMS CHALLENGER, of 4,575 fathoms in
1875. The ensuing year (February, 1896), she bcat her own
record when a sounding of 5,155 fathoms was achieved in the
Kermadec Deep. During the ume in Ausiralian coastal walers,
PENGUIN performed exhaustive surveys of the Greai Barrier
Reef. In January, 1907, she arrived in Port Jackson 10 pay off
and finally ended her sea-going career on 31st March, her place
being taken by HMS FANTOME.

The grand sum of £650 was allolled by the Admirally on
I1TMh February, 1908, 10 convert PENGUIN to a depoi and
receiving ship. Dismaniling commenced in June, 1908, and was
completed before the new year. In her new guise, PENGUIN
recommissioned on Ist January. 1909. Admirally conirol of
Garden Island and PENGUIN was relinquished on 27ih June,
1913, when the whole base was sold for £2,000.

PENGUIN remained as the island depot ship uniil
Sepiember, 1923, when she was sold 10 privale interesis. Her new
owners converted the sloop 10 a floaling crane and in this guise
she operaled on Sydney Harbour until 1960. Finally on 13th
December, 1960, her hull was set on fire in Kerosene Bay.

Heavy components of a 50 ionane crame to be employed in

the construction of the Roval Ausiraliam Navy's sewm AOR

are offloaded from the MV IRON CAPRICORN which

carried it from Port Kembis ss deck cargo. This ship

bullding crame will I’ the present lifting capscity
os Cockatoo Island. (Photo — Cockatoo Island).
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A Short History
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A. R. SHERGOLD & CO.

Suppliers of Brushware and Broom Handles 1o The
Royal Australian Navy. We Help Keep the Navy Clean
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3 Mooreflelda Rd, Kingsgrove, Sydney, NSW
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ANY units of the Naval Reserve Cadets have gone through the various changes of

status from the time the sea cadets were first raised as part of the Navy League. Others have been
formed more recently and have been Naval Reserve Cadets from the start. A short history of the
Brisbane Unit, T. S. “GAYUNDAH"" is recorded here to give an overall comparison with the cadets in

general.

The Navy League had been trying for
some lime 10 have a unit formed in
Brisbane and when approval was given by
the Director of Naval Reserves on the
20th August, 1954, to allow T. S.
‘GAYUNDAH' to function as a
recognised unit, their efforts were
rewarded. The unit was given approval 10
raise a 65 member unit, known as
Corvette strength, and on 24th Augusi,
1954, the first parade was held in the old
Alice Streer Depot of HMAS
“*"MORETON"''. The first intake
comprised $$ boys and in January. 1955
the first Annual Continuous Training
session was held at the Boom Defence
Depot al Pinkenba.

Afier the 1955 camp, the unit moved to
the old Kangaroo Point Depot, a very
historic location. Kangaroo Point had
been the home of the Queensland
Maritime Defence Force, and the
buildings had been completed in 1884,
Quite a fitting iraining area for the cadels.
To add a bit more naval flavour, the RAN
brought the AMS vessel HMAS
“*MILDURA"" to Brisbane to fill the role
of a training ship. Evidently the site was
quite acceptable for training and as
interest grew, approval was given 10 bring
the approved strength up to 120 members,
known as Destroyer sirength. The unit
enjoyed a good relationship with the
RAN. and indeed the Annual Continuous
Training was held aboard ‘MILDURA*
where the cadets could enjoy as near as
possible ship routine. ‘‘MILDURA" was
a static training ship, but ai least she was a
naval vessel and had all the cramped

R. M. Smith & Sons Pty Ltd

Grocery Contractors to
The Royal Australian Navy
Telephone: 560 3990

9 Jobez Street, Marrickville
Sydney. NSW

Compiwnents irom

H. I. Fraser Pty Ltd

Australian Representatives and Service

Agents for Hale Hamilton Valves and Clam

Steam Traps as Supplied to The Royal
Australian Navy

Telephone: 939 6222

7 Chard $1, Brookvale. NSW
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ace i that gave reality to a
training camp.

In 1959, there was a dramatic re-
organisation of the RAN establishments
in Brisbane, Xangaroo Poini being one of
the sites that was to be closed down. In
September, 1959. the Xangaroo Point
Depot was handed over to the Army's
Water Transport, and T. S.
““GAYUNDAH"' shifted ship to a little
used naval esiablishment at New Farm.

New Farm was a very bare home when
the cadets arrived. bui it was nol long
before it was in full working order. Some
structural work was done by the
Commonwealth, but the bulk of the work
was done by the Unit itself. The third
home still bore the title of T. S.

Feb/March/Aprll, 1960

Fiagship and pride of the Queensiand Marine Defence Force, GAYUNDAH. (shown
here as HMAS). (Photo — S. Given).

““GAYUNDAH™, and thai is whai
counted.

In 1961, the unit became 1he largest in
Australia, with a sirength of § officers, 11
instructors and 160 cadeis. In the same
year, T. S. "GAYUNDAH'' was judged
to be the most efficient unit in
Queensland and was given the honour to
be the first 10 receive the Sea Cadet
Colour for Queensiand. Commander N.
S. Pixley, CMG, MBE, VRD, RANVR,
presented the Colour on behalf of the
Queensland Division of the Navy League.

After “MILDURA' was removed
from the Navy List, the cadets carried out
the Annual Continuous Training at
HMAS “MORETON", where they
received *‘on the job' training working
with the men of the RAN including such
tasks as providing berthing parties for
visiting warships.

One memorable occasion was when T.
S. “GAYUNDAH" combined with T. S.
“PALUMA" to provide a guard of 100
for Lord Casey, the then Governor
General, for the opening of the Royal
National Exhibition in August, 1966. This
was the first time that such a guard had
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been mounted by the Sea Cadets in
Australia.

The unit has always been an efficient
one, and has gained the most efficient
unit in Queensland irophy no less than
cight times, and in 1961, was awarded the
Navy League Trophy for the most
efficient unit in Australia.

On the lighter side, the unit has
collected museum items which musi be
considered to be of national importance,
the most treasured relic being the bell
from HMQS ""GAYUNDAH"* which was
presenied to the unit by the Royal
Australian Navy in 1955.

In 1973, the Australian Sea Cadet
Corps was taken under naval control,
with the title of Naval Reserve Cadets.
The unit retained the title of T. S.
“*GAYUNDAH", and it would appear
that with the general state of efficiency
that the unit has aitained, the unit has
only just commenced its life. For 25 years,
T. S. “"GAYUNDAH"' has been part of
the Brisbane scene, and there is no reason
why it will not lasi for another 25 years at
leasi. Queensland can be very proud of
this cadet unit, just as it was proud of the
little gunboat thai firsi carried the name.
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& Company
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THE BRITISH DESTROYER

BY T. D. MANNING
Published by Godfrey Cave Associates.
Reviewed by *'The Dustman*®'

| have had The British Destroyer for
aver fifteen years, being lucky enough to
have picked up one of the original issues,
and 1 am very pleased 10 see Manning's
wonderful book back in print. | make no
bones of the fact that this is one of my
favourite baoks, and must have read my
capy over one hundred times already.

Captain Manning's book is by no
means the complete work on the subject
but is a delightful boak all the same. The
photographs are excellent, covering the
full range of ships that carry the title of
destroyer. A brief history is given of each
class giving the year of launch and the
vear of disposal, and many other
interesting features of interest. Of course
not all ships are shown in individual

princes fabricare services

Navy. Ci Dry

a Are Proud to be Assoclated with the Royal
N . Claani
e and Laundry Service

Telephone: (03) 93 2376

5 Wells Rd. Fronkston, Vic

Or Write To
PO Box 3. Loowa, SA
Vio Rainbow. Vic
Nhill Road
Compiments from

BUCHANAN & BROCK
SHIP REPAIR PTY LTD

Marine Engineers and Boilermakers
Supplying Eye Plates and Other Fittings 10 the Royal
Australian Navy
Contact us tor Your Special Requirements

Telephone: (03) 74 2640
34 Lorimer Street
South Melbourne. Vic

photographs, but each class is well
represented just the same.

The American four stack destroyers
that joined the Royal Navy in 1940 are
cavered. and in tis instance, goes a bit
further that Edgar March's great volume,
but this is a .ery much smaller book than
March's so naturally does not carry as
much information.

In the case of Australian ships that were
abiained from the Royal Navy, Manning
seems (o have done his homework better
than a lot of other writers of naval
subjects. For once we find a Briush writer
who knows that “NEPAL" was first
commissioned into the RAN. Most other
writers make a point of saying that
“NEPAL” was the only N to be
issioned in the Royal Navy. By an

ALSAFE INDUSTRIES PTY LTD

261 WICKHAM RD, MOORABBIN, VIC
Telephone: 95 2511

All Lines of Safety Equipment, Including: Life Jackets, Buoyancy Vests, Safety Footwear,
Gloves, Goggles, Respirators, Rainwear, etc

Branches: Melbourne. Marwell, Gealong, Sydney, Brisbane, Adelalde, Perth
MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF SAFETY EQUIPMENT
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odd chance, Manning gets mixed up with
*NOBLE'' and ‘'NERISSA’".
“NOBLE' was commissioned into the
Dutch Navy and “NERISSA™ was
commissioned by the Polish Navy.
“NERISSA" came back to the RN ai the
end of WW2 and was renamed
“*“NOBLE'". Manning gets these two ships
a bit mixed up and so only mentions seven
instead of eight N class boats. He also
misses ‘*QUIBERON'" and
“QUICKMATCH™ being in the RAN,
being commissioned as HMA Ships in
1942. These are minor points only. The
book itself has become a regular
“‘chestnut®’ as far as | am concerned. and

Feb/March/April, 1980

in this case | am quite prepared to accept a
few minor errors.

1 love this book, and | am sure you will
too. (The facsimile edition is now
available in many bookshops.)

MODERN WARSHIP
DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT

BY NORMAN FRIEDMAN
Published by: Conway Maritime Press
Price. £9.50
Reviewed by: ROSS GILLETT

Very little information coneerning
modern warship design and development
has been published in recent years.
However, with the release of Norman
Freidman's latest work, this important
sphere of naval thinking has been

presented in most readable and interesting
format. A highly original woark, the
author outlines the dramatic changes in
warship design since 1945, together with
shifts in strategy and tactics that have
accompanied them. Much of the work is
given over 10 the effects of new
techmology on combat ships and
throughtout the book, Norman Freidman
continues the trend established in his
carlier publication *'Battleship — Design
& Development®’.

““Modern Warship — Design &
Development®' spans 192 pages and
measures 10°* x 8'*'. Phatographs and line
drawings number 167 and 65 respectively.
The book concentrates primarily on the
developments affecting the United States
Navy and throughout comparison is made
to the other allied fleets as well as those of

This is the way torpedoed ships will probably sink is the fatare. The American light

cruiser WILKES-BARNE was destroyed Ia tesis by
broke the ship's back. This photograph was iakea from

mder-the-keel explosion which
‘‘Modera Warship — Design &

Developmesnt''. (Photo — Conway Marine Press).
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Issued in the stol A ian Del

The possibie shape of the future warships, the US prototype SWAT (Small Waterplane

Twin Hull), which operates on twin hulls like s catamaran, but st speed the ship rises

out of the water ke s hydrofoil. From “*‘Madern Warship — Design & Development ™.
(Photo — Conway Maritime Press).

the Soviet. The statement is made that
“Soviet warships do not look like western
anes; they look a grezt deal tougher and
they seem (O cafry many more weapons
per ton or per square fool of deck space*’.
Bearing in mind the exaggerated pre-war
respect for Japanese men-of-war, the
book asks whether this attitude is justified
and if not why it persists.

These questions and many others are
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well d by *‘Modern Warships —
Design & Development’'. The book
provides the reader with a well balanced
appreciation of the capabilities and
qualities of today's warships through its
very undersiandable text and well
captioned photographs. In the section
dealing with anti-submarine weapons, the
use of helocoplers at sea, the American
ASROC, French Malafon and Il

warship. This book will undoubtedly
prove an assel to ‘‘Navy'' readers’
libraries.

THE SHIPS & AIRCRAF1 OF THE US

FLEET — by Norman Polmar
Published by: Brassevs Publishers Lid
Reviewed by: **Gayundah*'

This, the latest edition of *‘The Ships &
Aircraft of the US Fleet', provides a
comprehensive guide (o the present status
of the United States Navy. Proposed
ships, ships in commission and in reserve
arc all presented in typical *“‘Janes’’
fashion by the author, Norman Polmar,
who was in fact editor of the United
States section of “*Janes Fighting Ships™
b 1967 and 1976.

y
Australian lkara are described. Scale
drawings also depict the relative size of
each anti-submarine weapon, with |kara
being the smallest.

In these days when most naval

The book is divided into 26 chapters
covering each warship type, eg
submarines, aircraft carriers, destrover.
mine warfare ships and support vessels,
etc. Each particular class or ship is

publications tend 10 on the

ill d by a sel of black and

ships only, it is heartening 1o see a book
appear which goes beyond the weapon
platform itself and describes the qualities
and capabilities of 1oday's modern

white photographs, although some of
these date as far back as the early
seventies, which seems odd for a
publication released in 1979. Al the

beginning of most chaplers, a brief
discussion precedes the actual ships and a
table is included listing each class,
providing the reader with; class/ship,
ber active, ber buildi b
in reserve, period commissioned, and
types of armament carried, ie, AA W,
ASW, helicopters and guns. The
individual class or ship descriptions
contain the usual technical data, as well as
special notes on classification, cost design
armament and conversion (if applicable).

Full construction dates comprise their
own lable with builder, fiscal year
appr ‘ed and present status (Pacific
Active or Pacific Reserve) complementing
this superb presentation.

The problem of rising costs affeciing
most, if not all, US construction
programmes is borne out in *‘The Ships &
Aircraft of the US Fleet''. The proposed
modernisations 1o be carried out on all the
Charles F. Adams class has now been
reduced 1o only a few of the ships
originally intended, whilst the five ship
I.SD 41 Class of amphibious warship
vessels which gains mention in the book
has since publication been deleted
entirely.

*‘The Ships & Aircraft of the US Fleet**
measures approximately 9'4*" x 10'' and
spans 350 pages from front to back. The
quality of paper used is not as high as
some British or local publications but
most photographs seem to reproduce well
enough. An atiractive dust  jacket
featuring a “‘bow on"" view of the USS
ENTERPRISE protects the covers.

As well as every size and type of craft in
the United States Navy, the aircraft
serving the fleet, ashore and afloat are
described with the usual technical daia
and general discussion. Naval weaponry
and sonars are also devoled their own
chapter, as arc the Coast Guard, National
Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
and addenda

*'The Ships & Aircraft of the US Fleet*’
should appeal 10 most naval types whose
interest is the USN. At approximately
$25.00, the book represents only a small
oullay for such a detailed description of
the present day American naval forces
and a< such is stronglv recommended.

SUPPORT THE

BLOOD BANK

RED CROSS

Muir Engineering Pty Ltd

Marine Engineering Manufaclurers of

Windlasses. Mydraulic Steering Equipment. Capsians

lor Vessels up lo 30 m. Shipwrights and Slipping
Facititias up to 100 Tons

44 Nopoleon $t. Rattery Point, Hobort, Tos

Telaphone: (002) 34 6474

Anchor

Fab/March/April, 1960

THE NAVY

Paga Thirty-Seven




The Royal New Zealand Navy Today

Strength of the Fleet

Frigates: 1 Broad-beamed
Leander Class CANTERBURY
| Leander Class WAIKATO
2 Whitby Class OTAGO
TARANAKI
Light Forces 4 Lake Class PUKAKI
ROTOITI
TAUPO
HAWEA
S HDML Type PAEA
KUPARU
KOURA
HAKU
MANGA
Survey Vessels: I ex mercantile MONOWAI
2HDML Type TAKAPU
TARAPUNGA
2 New Construction (TAKAPU)
(TARAPUNGA)
Miscellaneous I Research vessel TUI
1 Diving Tender MANAWANUI
1 Dockyard Tug ARATAKI
Personnel
January, 1979: 2,825 officers and ratings (RNZN)

January, 1979: 347 (RNZNVR).

HMNZS CANTERBURY was the isst major combat unit (o be

delivered to the Roysl New Zesland Navy. She carries no Limbo

mortar but instead has been fitted with two triple torpedo tube

mountings. As well, she mounts the customary twin 4.5 inch

mount forward, Wasp helicopter and Seacst stop the hangar.

Two single 20 mm guns complement the armament. (Photo — J.
Mortimer).

HMNZS TARANAKI, was originsily isid down in 1958 and
completed for service on 28th March, 1961. (Photo — J.
Mortimer).
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HMNZS WAIKATO, shown hece with her Wasp helicopter

airborne, has been in commission since 1966. She retains her anti-

submarine mortar in the well aft. but mounts no forpedoes.
(Photo — Royal New Zealand Navy).

The FI11 of the high sess, HMNZS OTAGO, was completed in
1961. In recent years she has been converted io s fishery resesrch
vessel with the remoral of her iwo limbo motors. The sircraft
carrier USS BENNINGTON is in the process of replenishing the
frigate's bunkers. (Photo — Roya! New Zesaland Navy).

Although no losger in service with the RNZN, HMNZS

BLACKPOOL was one of.four type 12 frigates in use in the late

sixties and early seventies. She was replaced in the fleet by

CANTERBURY and returned io Grest Britain where she was isid

up and eventuaily deleted in 1976. (Photo — Roys! New Zcsland
Navy.)

Feb/March/Apll, 1980

|

m—

3

HMNZS MONOWAIL srriving at Auckland. from the United
Aingdom. 2nd February, 1978, after her consersion fo the n, s
survey ship. In the centre left of the photograph is HMNZS
OTAGO and behind her the former RAN frigate LACHLAN,
laid up. Note the ftelescopic hanger fitted to HMNZ.,
MONOWAL (Photo — Roval New Zcaland Navy ).

Originally constructed as the CHARLES H. DAVIS for the

United States Navy, TUI was transferred to New Zesiand on loan

in September. 1970. This period was Ister extended to 1975, but it

is now intended that she will remain in the RNZN until the early

1980's. TUL is cremed by 24 and carries IS scientists. (Photo — 1
Mortimer).

The second of the Brooke Marine pairol craflt (o complete ses
trisls was TAUPO, shown here being lifted abosrd the
STARMAN for delivery to Auckiand. The vessel is crewed by 1
officers and 18 men and can achieve 25 knots maximum. (Photo

~ Roval New Zealsnd Navy).
Fab/March/April, 1880
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One of four new patrol ceaft. HMNZS ROTOITI was built by
Brooke Marine and completed in 1975, She carries one twin S0
calibre machine gun forward of the bridge. and one combination
&1 mm mortor 50 calibre machine gun aft. plus numerous small
arms. The craft have not praved 8 great success operationally and
with limited funds svailable to the Navy, will need to see out
many more years of service. (Photo — Roval New Zcaland
Navy).

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

One of the many +visits made in conjunction with ihe siate's
150th Anniversary Celebrations was the re-union ol the American
Submarine Veterans. Several since WW 1 had settled in Western
Australis with families, and on this nccasion some thirty others
arrived from the L nited States.

In 1968, a memorial was mounied 10 commemorate the filty-
two US Submarines operating out of Western Ausiralia; a
twenty-one inch torpedo, near the Fremanile War Memonal. On
that occasion many Veierans from the US and Ausiralia attended
the opening ceremony.

A long-serving council member of the Western Ausiralian
Division is Arthur Bancrofi, a survivor of the sinking of HMAS
PERTH on Ist March, 1942, in which action the USS
HOUSTON was also sunk. He was being 1ransporied as a POW
in a Japanese ship which was then sunk by the US Submarine
QUEENFISH. Picked up by the submarine he spend seven days
on board, then 10 be landed at base and eventually returned 10
Ausiralia.

Arthur kept in touch with the survisors of the USS
HOUSTON and in 1976, was a special guest in the US for the
Bicentenary Celebrations. Arthur was made an Honorary
Member of the US Sub ine Velerans and it was in keeping for
his busy part of this re-union that the Wesiern Ausiralian
Division was able 1o assist and support him for a most enjoyable
get-together with the Veterans and their families al our Navy
League Headquariers.

The Girls Australian Sea Cadet Corps of the T. S. SWAN
also played their part by forming a Guard of Honour a1 a very
imptessive wreath laying ceremony at the US Submarine
Memorial. The visit created many [riendships locally and in
particular with the Navy League.
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The Nava: Reserve Cacels provide lo the spinfual. social and educational
weitare ol boys and 10 Jevelop i them characier a sense ol patnotsm self-
relance cilizenship and discipling

Uniforms are supplied free ol charge

Cadets are required 10 produce a certiicale {rom ther docior 10 confirm they
are capabie of carrying ou! the normal dulies and activiies cf the Cadet Corps If
myured whiig onduly Cadeis arec lor payment of c

Parades are heid on Saturday atiernoon and cetian Umils hold an addiional
ane nght a ween
@ nleresiing syliabus of raning covers a wide sphere and inCludes

If you are between the ages of 13 and 18 years:

seamanship. hand'ing of boals under sail and power navigalion physical training,
nile shooting. signalling. splicing of wire and ropes general sporiing activities and
other varied subjects

Insiructional camps are arranged for Cadels and ihey are aiso gven

opportuniies whenever possibie 10 undertake Irairing ai sea m ships of ihe Royal
Australian Navy

Cadels, f considering & Saa Carees are Qiven every assis1ance (o (on 1he Royal
Ausitaian Navy. Ihe Mercantie Matine of 1he Rayal Ausiralan Naval Reserve bul
thete 18 nO COMPuISION 10 |0 These Services

For turther information, please contact the Senior Officer in your State. using the addresses provided
below.

SENIOR OFFICERS NAVAL RESERVE CADETS: SOUTH AUSTRALIA: StaH OHico Codots. HMAS Encountor. PO Bax
NEW SOUTH WALES: S1aH OHico Cadats HMAS Watson. Watsons 117 Pasi Adoloida, 5015

Bay. NSW 2030 VICTORIA: StaH OHico Cadais. HMAS Lonsdola, Rouse Stroot. Porl
QUEENSLAND: StoH OHica Codots. HMAS Mortan. Bax 14167, GPO  Malbourne 3207,

Brishane 4001 TASMANIA: StaH OHico Codots. HMAS Huan. Hobori. 7000.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA: StaH OHico Cadeis. HMAS Losuwin. PO Bax  AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: StoH OHico Codots. HMAS
S8 Fromantio. 6160 Watson. Watsons Buy. NSW. 2030.

““The Civilian Arm of the Navy’’

AN INVITATION

The peopl iready have an inferes! in the sea or some aspec! of maritime affairs; some will be
interesied in the Roy. en13 in general. Olhers in 582 cade! iraining and activilies. A minority of readers will be
membars of Ihe Navy League n| Ausiralia. which is vary much invoived wilh [he maritime world

To the majority of The Navy's readers — the non-members — we in the Navy League elend an invitation 10 join us in actvely promoling the wellbeing of our
couniry. You will be joining a sizeable group of citizens. a mix of young and not-so-young people. of hghly qualified professionals and imaginaiive “‘amateurs ™, all keen 1o
coniribuie in one way or anothar 10 the maritime sirength ol Ausiralia — essentiai 1o the sureial ol our countryin (hese futbulen! limes

Don't just read about the activilies of the Navy L eague and be a speciator of events — join us and your ledg ot simply
and be a “player ' yoursell

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA
Application for Membership

10: The Secretary,
The Navy L.eague of Ausiralia,

1 wish (0 join Ihe Navy League of Ausiralia with whase abjects | am in sympathy.
Name
Mn)

(Misy) PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
(Rank)

Street. ... ..... ...Suburb. . State Posteou*

Sigaature Date
Enclosed is a remittance for $6.00 being my first annual subscription.

AFTFR COMPLETION, THIS FORM SHOULD BE DISPATCHED TO YOUR DIVISIONAL SECRETARY
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High reliability electronic instruments .

Supplied to the Royal Australian Navy by Hewlett-Packard.
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Hewlett-Packard electronic products include scientific instrument:tion in
electronic test equipment, computers, calculators, distance measuring equip-
ment, medical and analytical instrumentation

HEWLETT
PACKARD

Adelaide 272 §911 — Brisbane 229 1544 — Canberra 80 4244 — Melbourne 89 6351
Perth 386 5455 — Sydney 449 6566




