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A Message from the
First Naval Member and
Chief of Naval Staff

Vice-_Admiral
V.A.T. SMITH

C.B., C.B.E., D.S.C.

I am delighted to have this opportunity to write a few words for The
Navy'', especially at this time of Navy Week. Whilst | realise that many
readers of “The Navy’ appreciate fully the need for o Navy, there may be
some who do not and, for the latter, | would like to try and briefly illustrate the
need in terms of insurance.

selves and their family or their property against certain risks. The size of the
premium depends upon the risk involved ond the protection required. Hf.
happily, no claims are made then the premium can be examined, but if many
claims are made or the cover is inadequate then the policy holder can be :n
trouble.

Most responsible people today carry insurance in order to protect them-

This analogy is readily applicable to the Navy land | cannot do better |
than paraphrasing part of the introduction to the Naval Discipline Act) whereon,
under the good Providence of God, the wealth, safety and strength of Aus
tralio so much depends.

I would ask all who believe in the need, to explain it to others who are
less informed. In this manner we can play our part in ensuring the maritime
safety of our country.

Reward your shipmates with Scottish Cream Scotch Whisky -

. s.
everybody goes overboard for it. At all good bottle department OUR COVER
MORE POWER FOR THE NAVY —H.MA'S. OXLEY ARRIVES
R.AN. Official Photograph

9¢8 |
Auguu-S'pltmb"»Oﬂob", 1
Foon T e RAVY August-September-October, 1968 THE NAVY

Page Three



Burns, Philp
& Co. Lid.

ARE PROUD OF THEIR ASSOCIATION

WITH

The Royal Australian Navy

BURNS, PHILP AND
COMPANY LIMITED

BRIDGE STREET, SYDNEY

meddage /rom
3/le W/in'idler /or lAe Wauu

The Hon.
C. R. KELLY

M.P.

Navy Day, 1968, comes at a particularly important time for the Royal
Australian Navy. It sees the programme of shipbuilding, which began in the
early sixties, nearing completion.

It was then that the Australion Government decided to buy first two
and later three DDG-type guided missile destroyers for the R.A.N. This month,
the third, HMAS BRISBANE, will reach Australia to take up duties with the fleet.

Her sister ships, HMAS PERTH and HMAS HOBART, have already shown
their fighting prowess in Vietnam, earning high praise from the Americans for
accurate gunnery and the general efficiency of the ships.

HMAS HOBART has now had two tours of duty with the U.S. Seventh
Fi:et and PERTH has just begun her second

In Sydney this year, Navy Day sees the sixth Type-12 destroyer escort
for the R.AIN., HMAS TORRENS, ot the fitting out stage at Cockatoo Island dock-
yord in Sydney, thus almost completing the present building programme for
Type-12's.

The second of the four Oberon-class submarines, HMAS OTWAY, has
reached Australia from Scotland where the fourth, HMAS ONSLOW, was launched
last month.

The flagship of the fleet, HMAS MELBOURNE, will soon compile an ex-
tended refit at Garden Island, Sydney. In the past year, she has been re-
equipped with Douglas Skyhowk fighter-bombers and Tracker anti-submarine
aircraft.

With the launching of HMAS BANDOLIER at Maryborough, Queensland,
recently, 17 of the 20 patrol boats ordered for the R-ANN. early in 1966 have
been delivered. A number of these fine boats are already in service in
Australia and Papua-New Guinea waters.

The srrength of the R.A.N. continues to grow both in men and ships. In
the present financial year, the number of Permanent Naval Forces personnel is
expected to increase by more than 1,000 to 17,510.

Over the past year, the Navy has proved itself once again in Vietnam.
In the years to come, it will continue to play its most important role of protfecting
Australia and her allies.
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Compliments from

MOBILE HOMES PTY LITD.

RINGWOOD “CARAVAN" CENTRE -— SALES AND HIRE

Special Discount on Presentation of this Magazine

REPAIRS -~ REMODELLING -— BRAKES -— FRIDGE
AND ALL ACCESSORY FITTINGS

418 MAROONDAH HIGHWAY RINGWOOD, VIC.
Phone: 870-3697 -  A.H.: 870-8394, 850-3093

COMPLIMENTS FROM . . .

R.J. & M. M. WALL

BAKERS & PASTRYCOOKS

HOME MADE DELICACIES — TO TEMPT THE TASTE

63 MAIN STREET STAWELL, VIC.
Phone: STAWELL 5-1238
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A Great Nay In Southern Seas”

VICTORIA'S COLONIAL FLEET
INSPIRED INHABITANTS

By JACK MILLAR

Puny by todays standards — some may even call them cockleshells — the ships of
Victoria's colonial Navy, with regal and well-kown names as Nelson, Victoria, Albert, Countess
of Hopetown, Childers and Lonsdale, were once the pride and joy of all Victorians.

Whatever the shoricomings of
Governor Siv Charles Hothum, his-
tory credits him with initiating the
Victorian Colonial Navy, Fear of
the Russians, who had a large
squadron roaming the Pacific in
the 1850, brought this aboul,

Worried by the lack of a man-
a-war in Pon  Phillip. Vicloria

saw linle of the British squadron
based on Sydney., Hotham, a naval
captain in his own right, sent Com-
mander W. Lockyer, Melbourne's
Chief Harbour Master and a form:r
Royal Navy officer, 10 England in
1855, with inslructions 10 ger the
best war vessel he could with the
£33.000 provided by the Legisla-

H.M.V.S. “Victoria.”

tive Council. Resuli was the sloop-
of-war VICTORIA. 1he final cost
being reported ar £38,000.

Considerable interest was aroused
in England. the “London Times"
saying. “This event marks the foun-
dation of a great navy in Southern
Seas.”

Thumes-side  builders,  Messrs,

Valianl fitite VICTORIA — flag bedecked on the occasion of the vitil of H.R.H. The Dute of Edinburgh, to Melbourne in

Augusl-Septembar-October, 1968
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Compliments To The Navy From

QUAYLE & HUTTON

FOR THE BEST IN CHOICE QUALITY
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

23.27 MAIR STREET BALLARAT, ViC.
Phone: 2-1528

Private Phone: MR. QUAYLE 5-5836 MR. HUTTON 5-5838

McMILLAN & PYLE PTY. LTD.

SAWMILLERS
*

Direct from Forest to Mill and- from Mill to You

— QUALITY TIMBERS —

ALEXANDERS ROAD MORWELL, ViC.
Phone: MORWELL 4-2845
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An artists impression of H.M.V.S. VICTORIA entering Port Phillip Heads

Young und Co.. of Limehouse.
claimed her as the “first vessel of
war built to the order of a British
Colony.™

A speedy vessel — 13 knoty —
for the times. VICTORIA was a
150 h.p. twin screw ship of 580
tons. Fighting power comsisted of
seven  32-pounder guns, one of
which was mounted on a swivel,
Her complement consisted o) eight
officers and 150 men. recruited
from former Royal Navy and
Merchant Service personnel.

HMVS VICTORIA arrived at
Melbourne on May 31, 1856. under
the command of Captain W. Nor-
man. Meclbournians gave this pio-
necr ship a tumultous welcome. Her
very presence cngendered security.
The occasion was also an historic
milestone — being the first recog-
nition of a British colony of its
personal responsibility for its own
naval defence.

Victoria's fint ‘war-like" act took

August-Septembaer-October, 1968

place carly in 1857. following the
murder by convicts at the Williams-
town quarries of John Price, Vic-
toria’s Inspector-General of Prisons.
No time was lost in returning the
prisoners to their quarters, four
penal hulks anchored a short dis-
tance off-shore. Two of these. the
PRESIDENT and SUCCESS. hous-
ed the hard-core and unrepentant
criminals. For days pandemonium
reigned. Locked in their cells. priso-
ners hammered on doors. yelling
abuse at privon officials.

The authorities, fearing a mass
break-out and somewhat in panic,
ordered the VICTORIA to range
her guns at the offending hulks
and sink them should the prisoners
gain control by force. Fortunately,
this was not necessary.

A real war came VICTORIA's
way in April. 1860. when the gal-
lant little ship was loaned to the
Crown to assist in the fighting
against the Maoris in the Taranaki
region of New Zealand. The Im-

THE NAVY

perial Government agreed to pay
all expenses,

After loading 100,000 rounds of
hall cartridges, VICTORIA sailed
for Hobart Town, where 120 sol-
diers of the 90th Regiment were
embarked. Then followed a six-day
voyage to New Plymouth, at which
port she arrived on April 30, her
troops helping to swell those from
other famous regiments  already
there. She was described as a
“smart little craft with the appear-
ance of a yacht."

Frustration, more than fighting,
wiis the lot of her sailors, referred
to as a “cheerful and lively lot of
lads. mostly Australians recruited
in Melbourne™. Quite a deal of
their fighting took place in bar-
room frolics with the soldiers. How-
ever. some of their number helped
augment the garrison at Fort Niger,
while fifty were stationed at Mt.
Eliot. Some skirmishing took place
and one sailor was taken to hos-
pital with two bullet holes through
a leg.




\ to sunny SOOTH AFRICA . . . or on to ENGLAND

Southern Cross & Northern Star

One Cioss travel in air-conditioned comfort with the latest in amenities.

Single Fares to South Africa from $285
Single Fares to England from $455
Particutors from Authorised Trovel Agents or
SHAW SAVILL LINE

8A CASTLEREAGM ST, SYDNEY. ‘Phone 281828

Every Cabin Air-conditioned
Swimming Pools and Lido
Tavern Night Club

Large Sports Areas
Children's Playrooms

® Elevators
¢ Orchestra
o Stabilizers

ﬂe/icopter /QI/btd
ﬂe/icopler éngineerd
HELICOPTER UTILITIES

PTY. LIMITED

Australia’s Largest Helicopter Company Operates Helicopters through-
out Australia and New Guinea.

OPPORTUNITIES EXIST

FOR PILOTS AND ENGINEERS retiring from the service to fit t.h.em-
selves for civilian employment in an interesting, well paid position.

For Full Details Apply To . . .
HELICOPTER UTILITIES PTY. LTD.
P.O. Box 173, Mascot, N.S.W.
(TELEPHONE: SYDNEY 67-3125)
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Capinin William Norman — VICTORIA'S able Commander throughout most of

her ¢a.eer. Capl. Norman died in E

while [ g the buildi of

the Monitor CERBERUS for the Victorian Colonial Navy.

It was at sea where VICTORIA
performed her most valuable duties.,
running troops and guns to where
the fighting was  thickest.  With
other wurships she maintained a
tight blockade along the coast.

On one occasion her guns did
boom in anger. following a scout's
report that a renegade gun-running
craft was supplying the Maoris in
the Mokau River. By the time the
VICTORIA and other warships
arrived a westerly wind prevented
the sending of boats to investigate.
Huge breakers battered the en-
trance. Quickly the guns were run
out and the range estimated on

August-September-Oclober, 1948

the spot considered most likely as
to where the gun runner was skulk-
ing. Shot after <hot ripped across
the waters into the likely area, but
despite an eager lookout aloft, no
sign of the mysterious vessel could
be seen.

At the end of 1860 VICTORIA
went to Wellington for a machinery
overhaul, returning to the war zone
with troops of the 65th regiment.

After about a year in New
Zealand the situation had improved
to the extent that Victoria was re-
leased 1o return to  Australian
waters.

THE NAVY

While she was away. in her home
port of Meclbourne. an expedition
set out to blaze a trail across the
vast interior of Australia  from
south to north. Robert Burke and
William Wills were the principals,
their party departing in a blaze of
glory before a cheering crowd of
10.000 people on August 20, 1R60.

The Gulf of Carpentaria was
reached on February 11, 1861, but
tragedy struck on the return jour-
ney. Weakened by scurvy and
short rations. Burke. Wills and one
expedition  member  starved and
perished. Another. on the brink of
death, was rescued and cared for
by friendly aboriginals.

Back in Melbourne great con-
sternation was  being  expressed at
the non-arrival of the now overdue
Burke and Wills. Relief expeditions
were sent overland and the Gov-
ernment  made the VICTORIA
a able  for another heroic mis-
sion to convey a search party to
the Albert River. on the shores of
the Gulf of Carpentaria. and work
south from there

Still under the command of Cap-
tain Norman. the VICTORIA sailed
from Melbourne on August 4, 1861,
accompunied by the ship FIRE-
FLY.

At Brisbane the FIREFLY load-
ed stores and horses, and em-
barked a relief party under noted
Queenslund explorer William
Landsborough.

Trouble struck in the Barrier
Reef — in the shape of a cyclone
— and the two ships lost touch.
In the narrow confines FIREFLY
was swept ashore on a coral island.
The crew. relief party and horses
managed to  scramble  ashore
safely. Here the crew mutinied and
broached the rum barrels.

Two days later Captain Norman
came upon the sorry scene in the
VICTORIA. Firm handling soon
restored order. The mutiny was put
down by the simple expedient of
seizing the spirit casks and pour-
ing their contents into the sea. By
expert seamanship the FIREFLY
was refloated and repaired. The
horses  were re-embarked and
Landshorough's  party transferred
to the VICTORIA. which then
towed the FIREFLY the rest of
the way, to become a depot ship
some miles up the Albert River.
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in Nylex
‘Wavelock’

(KEEPS BOATS SHIPSHAPE, TOO)

Keep dry, and warm, in a Nylex ‘Wavelock’ spray jacket. Cut for_comfort c;nd
action —- with hood attached. 'Wavelock is the ideal boat covering, too, tor,
unlike other materials, 1t can't rot or mildew. s shrinkpvoof. Waterproof. And
—— thanks to its unique construction of nylon mesh laminated between two layers
of strong vinyl — Nylex ‘Wavelock is much lighter and lasts much Ionger,Atoo.
It's available n a range of colours including the s_ofety colour, yellow. Nsl a
covering for your boat _and for your own protection . . . you can't beat Nylex
Wavelock It shrugs off salt and spray !

‘WAVELOCK' is manufactured in Australia by
NYLEX CORPORATION LIMITED

Compliments from A. E. and H. E. IRELAND'S

STAR SERVICE STATION

YOUR CALTEX DEALER
*

Major and Minor Mechanical Repairs — CALTEX Petrol and Oils

Accessories and Spare Parts

85 RAGLAN PDE. WARRNAMBOOL, VIC.
Phone: 3062
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The man responsible for oblaining the

“Victaria”™ — Captain  Sir  Charles
Hotham. K.C.B.. R.N.. Governo: of Vic.
tatia, June 1854 — Decembe: 1855

While the explorers were busy
searching  for  Burke and  Wills.
Capiain Norman. from a depot on
Sweer's hland. carried out  valu-
able exploration work in the Gulf.
His name is perpetuated in the
Norman River and the town of
Normanton.

Empty handed. Caprain Norman
finally departed the Gulf on Febru-
ary 12, 1862,

lThe final scene in the Iragic
drama ook place in Melbourne on
January 21, %63, with the State
funeral of the remains of Burke
and Wills. Following the principal
mourners  was  Captain Norman,
leading an armed parly of sailons
from HMVS VICTORIA.

The valiant liule ship's part in
history was not yet over. On April
15. 1864, the auxiliary steamship
NORFOLK arrved in the Port of
Melbourne front Fagland, Packed
in a huge ice box on deck were
about 1000 salmon and  3.000
1roul ova. Previous attempts to in-
troduce ova in 1860 and 1862
failed when the ice melted. It was
imperative  this  consignment  be
1aken 10 Hobart Town as quickly
as  powsible. then to the Salmon
Ponds at the River Plemiy, u Iribu-
tary of the Derwenl. aboul 3
miles away, where special hatcheries
were wiailing 10 receive them.

Auguil-September-October, 1968

Again the Victorian Government
came 10 the rescue. making the
VICTORIA available for this im-
portanmt job. In a furry of steam
she deparied on April 1R, arriving
at Hobart Town on the 20th. The
last few miles 10 the Salmon Ponds
were undertaken by pack-horse.

It was not & moment 100 soon.
On May d41h the first brown trout
cggs were haiched in the Southern
Hemisphere.  while  1the  following
diay the first Atlaniic salmon made
their appearance.

From such small beginnings the
rivers and waterways of Australia
and New  Zealand  were stoched
with these succulent fish,

With all the pomp and ceremony
the small ship could musier. VIC-
TORIA played an honoured role
during the visit of His Royal High-
ness. the Duke of Edinburgh 10 1the
coluny in November. 1867, as Cap-
tain of HMS GAELATEA. As 1he
greal day — the 23rd — dawned.

Meclbournians were agog with ex-
citement. All manner of small craft
cromded the bay.

Waiting a1t the Heads 10 greel
the Royal visitor was His Excel-
lency the Governor. Sir T. B. Mun-
nenv-Sution, aboard VICTORIA.

Escorted up the bay by the VIC-
TORIA. GALATEA dropped an-
chor off Williamsiown 10 the cheers
of the muliitude.

From the baitenes at Williams-
town and Sandridge and from the
VICTORIA. her yards manned by
sailors, royal salutes boomed oul.

For the pgreal occasion,  Mel-
bourne’s population of some 130,000
had been swelled by 1he addition
of another 100,000 from the whole
country around. Departure day —
January 4. 1868 — aw the Duke
step into the VICTORIA'S barge
for the return 10 his ship. He was
accompanied by the Governor and
Caplain Norman.

LORD NELSON — The first Royal Navy ship named cfter the famous Admiral
later became o lraining ship on Port Phillip for the Victarian Cnlonial Navy.

THE NAVY




THE UNITED SHIP SERVICES
PTY. LTD.

88-102 NORMANBY ROAD, SOUTH MELBOURNE
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

MELBOURNE — GEELONG — PORTLAND

isation in Victori fakrication and installation
The largest organisation in Victoria for the _ . lati
of ﬂnin%s for every description of cargo. Bulk grain fittings a speciality.
Dunnage supplied. Holds cleaned. Decks caulked

All trades available and include: ' '
Shipwrights, Carpenters, Joiners, Dockers, Painters, Riggers

TELEPHONE: 69-5231 :: Telegrams and Cables: “UNISTEVE", Melbourne

Polyester Resins for Every Requirement

SUPPLIERS OF POLYESTER RESIN TO
AUSTRALIA’S LEADING BOAT BUILDERS

TECHNICAL SERVICE . .

g TIES ARE AT THE DISPOSAL
UR TECHNICAL SERVICE LABORATORIES AND FACILI
8F POLYESTER CUSTOMERS TO AID IN THE RES?SLV,IATSVA%Z F}T\(/)ABlLLiA{B\iETl:SE
THEY MAY ENCOUNTER. EXPERIENCED STAFF
CONSULTATION OR FACTORY VISITS TO ADVISE ON PROMOTING PRODU;.;SI%T‘;.
AND TO ASSIST IN THE SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION OF POLYESTER .

ESCON CHEMICALS
PTY. LTD.

ROAD, SEVEN HILLS, N.S.W., AUSTRALIA
ABE.g.T:ox ?o, SEVEN HILLS CABLES: RESINS, SYDNEY
TELEPHONE: 622-6088
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As the GALATEA gol under way
the shore balteries and the VIC-
TORIA again fired ; royal salute.

Age was now calching up on the
VICTORIA. and with another fight-
ing ship on order in England. her
value an a meams of naval defence
lost value.

But she win far from done for.
Down-graded. she was used 10 ser-
vice Viclorian lighthouses. When
the clipper ship NETHERBY wuas
wrecked on King Iland on July
14, 1866 — luckily withoul loss of
life — the VICTORIA and another
Government  steamer.  the PHA-
ROS. were used 10 bring the 452
emigranis and crew 10 Melbourne.
Two inps by each ship wias neces-
sary. One of the last imporiani
jobs undertaken by the VICTORIA
wis in 1875, following the large
number of wrecks on King Lland,
when she was commissioned to sur-
vey the island waters and those of
Bass Sirait. - While o engaged she
performed another heroic  rescue,
when the crew of the sinking ship
TIENTSIN were taken aboard off
the north-cast coast of Tasmania.
The TIENTSIN, severely damaged
in a storm. wis low in the walter
as VICTORIA attempled th: 1ow
1o Hobart on December 2. 187%
Several hours laler she sank.

Valiant  lille VICTCRIA  dis-
appeared from the record books in
the [RRO'\. By now Viciorians had
other ships on which 10 lavish their
praise.

THE NELSON AND
CERBERUS

Realising & modern and more
powerful ship was needed for Vie-
toria’s defence. the Colonial Gov-
ernment  sem ils Treasurer.  Sir
George Verdon. 10 consuli with the
Imperial  Government in  England
in  1866. Hc  applied 0 Her
Majestys Government for an iron-
plated ship. together with a wooden
vessel suitable for naval iraining.
Hiv miwion was successful and the
NEILSON and CERBERUS gb-
tained for Melbourne. The Imperial
Governmeni provided ¢ 100.000 of
the ¢ost and Victoria contributed
£25.000.

Under Commander C. B. Payne.
NELSON sailed for Ausralia in
Oclober. 1867, finally arriving at
Williamstown  after o protracied
voyage.

Laid down in 1R0S in honour of
Lord Nelwon. and launched in 1814
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bing Ihe salien| features for the launching of H.M.S. NELSON
p built in England after the battle of Trafalgar. NELSON later

became a unit of the Victerion Colonial Navy.

on the Thames. NELSON way by
far the biggest ship buill 10 that
lime. With 4 tonnage of 2617, she
was one of Englands old wooden
walls, carrying the amazing arma-
ment of 126 guns.

The Press described her as “super
and stupendous. of immense mag-
nitude and exciting much ad
tion. with a figurehead of our brave
and  ever 10 be  lamented  hero
Nelson™,

Unforiunately steam was soon in
vogue and the NFISON Iay for

the best part idle in a dockyard
porl until presented 10 the Vie-
terian - Government.

For the voyage 10 Melbourne
NELSON w.s fitted with sieaming
machinery.

Unitil the turn of the century
NELSON carried oul her duties as
training ship for the Viclorian Navy
ably and well. presenting a fine
sight 10 early Viciorians as  she
moved majestically ahoul the hay.
In 1870 NELSON had ihe honour
of hosting the new Viclorian flag
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Huge crowds allended lhe gala launching of H.M.S. NELSON.

This is lhe icene

al Woolwich, on the River Thames, in 1814.

- the first in which the Southern
Crons officially appeared.

As a coal hulk the historic old
ship was  finally broken up at
Hoban in 1926 — 114 years after
her commiswioning in England.

CERBERUS was a differem pro-
position. and can only bhe described
as.a monsier, as in facl she was.
heing the first of thar class of
turret ship.

Armament consisted of four 18-
1on muzzle loading guns mounied in
o turrets. The 3.340-1on monitor
~hip was designed for a maximum
speed of nine knois but eldom
attained il.

Captain - Norman  of the VIC-
I'CRIA was sent to FEngland to
supervise building. but died before
completion. Ships of 1he monster
<lass — which included CERBF-
RUS. CYCLOPS. GORGON. HE-
CATE and HYDRA — were all
named after dreaded figwes in
Greek mythology. Fo the ancient
Greeks, Cerberus was the three-
headed dog with o serpent’s tail
which guarded the e¢ntrance to

Hades. Under Lieut. Panter. and
with a nondescript crew of mer-
chant seamen. CERBERUS sailed

from Fngland on Octoher 29, 1870,

The voyage oul of 153 davs was
long. slow and unpleasant. De-
signed mainly for harbour defence.
CERBERUS was anything but o
good sea hoat. Storms in the Bay
of Biscay caused many crew de-

Augusl- eplember-October. 1968

sertions al succeeding ports of call
and much 1ime was lost in getiing
replacemenis.

Appearance of the CERBERUS
in Port Phillip. with her hig guns
dominai radiated confidence 10
Melbournians until early this cen-
tury. but some critics 100k unkindly
10 the new monster. describing her
as an “elongated pasomeler with
masis“.

Her carcer. however. was mainly
an inactive one. with infrequeni

sortces down the bay for target
practice.

VICTORIA, AL.BERT AND
CHILDERS GO OFF TO WAR
The year 1884 saw three more

ships added to the Viciorian Navy.
the gunboars  VICTORIA (530
tons) and ALLBERT (350 tons), and
the torpedo hoat CHILDERS.
The squadron, under Captain A.
Brodrick Thomas in VICTORIA,
sailed from Porismouth on Fehru-
ary 14. CHILDERS, with a speed
of 19 knols, was sent on ahead.
Before sailing the 1wo punboals
were honoured by royalty, when
Her Muajesty the Oucen presented
her porirait 10 VICTORIA, and
His Royual Highness the Prince of
Wiles presented his 10 ALBERT.

Malta was reached safely on Feb-
ruary 26. Off the Portuguese coast
CHILDERS ran oul of coal, re-
ceiving  ¢mergency  supplies  from
the steamer PATHAN. For this
assistance the owners put in a claim
against the Viclorian Government.

At this time the Sudan War was
raging in all i1s intensity, in which
Australian soldiers fought shoulder

1o shoulder with their  British
hrothers. Anxious 10  help 1he
motherland. Victoria  offered the
three ships then on passage 10 the
Imperial  Governmert.  This  was
gratefully accepted.
]

H.M V.S NELSON ais a lraining ship for lhe Vidorian Colonial Navy — soon
hete in Hobson's Bay, Porl Phillip. {1 was from Ihe NELSON'S dock that Vidoria's

the first lo offcially incorporale the Southern Cross, wos fown.

NELSON'S top deck was removed before 1ailing from England.
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The NELSON as a lowly coa! hulk on the River Derwent, Hobar), in 1921.

A telegram  from the Viclorian
Ageni-General in London 10 Cap-
1win Thomas a1 Malta  instrucied
him 10 report ax soon as powible
10 Rear-Admiral - William  Heweit
al the Red Sea port of Suakin.

Again CHILDERS wis sent on
ahead. with orders 10 coal i Suda
Bay in the Idand of Crete. Thus
the wee ship hlazed o trail for
later units of the Royal Australian
Navy, who saw much of Suda Bav
during the evacuation of Greece
and hatile of Crete during the grim
days of World War Il. CHILDERS
arrived at Suakin on March 16,
followed three days later by i1he
Iwo punhoats. Alas for the sailors
— victories of the Imperial 1roops
ashore had gone so well tkat no
use could he found for their ser-
vices, and sadder bhut wiser, the
squadran  departed  for  Melhourne
on the 22nd. The Commander-in-
Chief. on hehalf of the Admiraliy,
officially  thanked the Victorian
Government for ils generous offer.

For the Indian Ocean crossing.
CHILDERS wias 1owed mosl of
the way hy VICTORIA. Hol, humid
tropical weather while under: steam
made conditions  almost  unhear-
ahle. but was horne with great foi-
titude.

Auguil-September-Oclober, 1968

After a vovage of 135 days and
13.323 miles, during which VIC-
TORIA's engines turned 10415280
revolution.. the ships arrived ot
Molhourne on June 25, 18RS,

VICTORIA and ALBER1
mounted 1wo large guns, an 8-inch
forwiard, and  6-inch Their
cireer was much the same as CER-

BERUSs. with occasional  forays
into Bass Sirait for gunnery shoots.
In this respect their aim was most
erratic in all hut the calmest sea.
Fhe slightest swell affecied the fall
of shell to a grear degree. On an
even keel gun ranges were restricied
10 four miles, hut this could he
increased hy listing the ships,

Naval  defence  leaned  heavily
towards 1orpedo-hoats in the 1880's,
and the Vicorian  Government
quickly ordered wo more to follow
CHILDERS. These were the second
class hoars LONSDALE and NE-
PEAN.  Years later the much
larger COUNTESS OF HOPE-
TOUN joined 1he fleet 10 make
the Victorian Navy — in ships,
firc-power and men — by far the
largest  of all  the  Australian
Colonies. and a worthy fore-runner
of the RAN,

Of 1he other colonies. Queens-
land possessed 1wo 1orpedo  haas,
New South Wales a Iraining ship
and 1wo 1orpedo hoats. South Aus-
tralia one gunhoal and one 1orpedo
boat. and  Tasmania one 1orpedo
hoat.

The South Australian  gunhoat
PROTECTOR alswo wenl 1o war.
During the Boxer uprising in China
in 1900 her services were offered

The end of a historic ship - - NELSON being ripped apart on the River Derwens,
Hobart, in 1924,
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