











Compliments to The Navy from . . .

Kings Cross
Rex Hotel

EXCELLENT CUISINE

Dinner Dance and Entzrtainment
Nightly

+

MACLEAY STREET
POTTS POINT, N.S.W.

For Reservations Phone 35-3341

Blue Star Line

Regular sailings of fast and modern ships
to the United Kingdom, Continental and
Fast Coast North American ports taking
Wool, General and Refrigerated Cargo.
First-class accommodation for a limited

number of passengers.

Full information regarding freight, passage
rates and sailing dates from

BLUE STAR LINE

(AUST.) PTY. LIMITED

380-386 Queen Street, Brisbane
Phoenix House, 32-34 Bridge S5t., Sydney
454-456 Collins Street, Melbourne
198 North Terrace, Adelaide

Agents in all principal ports, and Tasmania

Best wishes for Xmas to all Naval
and Ex-Naval personnel from . . .

CITY OF SYDNEY
TAXI TRUCKS

RADIO CONTROLLED
24 HOUR SERVICE

Special Discount to Servicemen

+

32-6826 32-6826

A Company of the Vickers Group

Cockatoo Docks &
Engineering Co.
Pty. Limited

BUILDERS OF MANY

OF THE NAVY'S FINEST

FIGHTING SHIPS

Cockatoo Island,

Sydney

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: CODOCK 1

TELEPHONE: 82-0661
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— BOOK REVIEWS —-

“SAILING INTO SOLITUDE”

Author: Val Howells,

Publisher: Temple Press, London, $2.50.
Review by: IKARA.

Crossing the Atlantic in a small
boat, although still a rather dan-
gerous practice, has become almost
fashionable these days, and only
recently did Captain John Ridgway,
having completed a r
voyage in a rowing boat, announczd
thut he wanted to enter the third
Single Handed Trans-Atantic Race
for yachts. I' is interesting, then,
to read Val Howells' account of
his part in the First Single Handed
Trans-Atlantic Race held in 1960,

Mr. Howells was to make this
journey, of more than two months
duration, in a 25-foot Folkboar.
The other competitors were Francis
Chichester, now making a single-
handed sail to Australia, and
Blondie Hasler, of “Cockleshell
Heroes” fame,

The author sailed by way of Ber-
muda, his only stop on the entire
journey, which took fifiy-six days
actual sailing time. During 1this
time, his only companions, for good
and evil, were the sea and the
hoat. The story is not that of a
race a1 breakneck speed, but that
of how a man must face up 1o
the tribulations of journeying alone,
and how he must face up to him-
self. In his conquest of the ocean
we are made to see both the in-
significance and the grandeur of
man.

This may sound high-flown and
pretentious, but the book is pri-
marily the story of a practical man
making a journey few of us would
dare 10 attempl. From this we
can get some idea, perhaps, of how
we might react to similar circum-
stances.
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This does not mean that the
book, and the author, are entirely
without fault. It would not be
hard for the reader to gain the im-
pression that Mr. Howells' prepara-
tions for this jounery were ths
most chaotic and haphazard of the
four competitors. For a man who
spent eight years al sea and is
apparently a very good navigator,
Mr. Howells' lack of preparations
as far as navigation was concerned
was almost suicidal. He left be-
hind an important set of nautical
tables, admittedly inadvertently,
but deliberately took only one sex-
tant, an essential instrument, and
only one chronometer, which he
wore on his wrist at all times, even
taking in sail in a howling gale.
He was quite satisfied with the ac-
curacy of this wrist chr A

versen cruiser to learn that simple
fact.

The book, too, has its faults. The
interlude at Bermuda is entirely
out of place. Some of the descrip-
tions of this episode seem 10 haye
been suggested by the kind of
editor who would (as “Punch” as-
sures us) ask a historian: “Surely
there might have been some orgies,
even in Calvin's Geneva?" Mis-
prinis also are no help, like thet
on page 72, where his mileage
logged from the start is given as
11,155 instead of 1,155 — such a
mistake is inexcusable in this sort
of book. Another boner is on
page 46, where he speaks of the
importance of keeping the south
westerly wind on the port quarter,
when he means south-easterly. A

but it only worked accurately on
his wrist, so ti.ere the chronometer
stayed, until it was lost overboard,
an almost inevitable result when
laking in sail in the middle of a
sharp squall, The author was very
lucky in that he only lost the
chronometer when he was in a posi-
tion to find Bermuda comparatively
easily. He carried a radio trans-
ceiver, whose battery was ruined

south- ly in this situation
would have blown him to the north
pole.

It should be pointed out that Mr.
Howells was very lucky in the
weather the whole time. The worst
that he suffered was a short squall
when he could have run into a
storm lasting five or six days-

The various criticism:s 1 have
made, though hould not

on the second day, and a di
finding (pr bly istor) radio
for which he carried no spare
batteries. Inevitably, the batteries
of this direction-finding radio went
flat, and this emergency igati

B I
detract from what is a very wegll
written book, with absorbing de-
scriptions of the ocean, the author's
own reactions, and the boat itself,
with its i ious self-siéering gear.

al aid became useless. Even mor:
astonishing, his bucket had no ling
attached, so that when he dippsd
it in the sea while the boat was
moving the bucket immediately
filled with water and was torn
from his grasp, and of course sank,
1t only takes a weekend on a Hal-

THE NAVY

This is an attractively printed bobk
with a very good set of illustra-
tions, many of them taken by th:
author. On the back cover th:
publishers ask the reader 10 writ:
to them for details of their other
books about the sea. 1 certainly
shall. .
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XMAS GREETINGS TO ALL

Gloury’s Sporis
Store

. (D. & F. Thompson, Props.)
For a Complete Range of
Sporting Goods & Toys

AGENTS for MALVERN STAR
CYCLES

All Sport Equipment Repairs
HOBBIES — TOYS — GAMES, efc
Special Prices Available to
Organisations, Clubs, etc.

24 Central Park
FRANKSTON, VIC.
PHONE FRANKSTON 3-4910

PLEASE MENTION THIS AD. WHEN
CALLING

E. R . WAY & SONS Pty. Ltd.

# SCRAP METAL DEALERS

All Types of Non-Ferrous Metals. Scrap Steel.
Cast Iron

PURCHASED FOR CASH

26 West Thebarton Road
Thebarton, S.A.

Phone 57-9676

Christmas and New Year Greetings from . . .
VAN PELTS JOINERY P/Ltd.

For:
COMPLETE KITCHEN CONSTRUCTIONS
AND FURNISHINGS
5 Brown Tce., Salisbury, S.A.
WE ARE SPECIALISTS
Phone us at 58-1529 for Your Quote
Now — Or After Hours 58-2860

“THE WARSHIP IN HISTORY"

Author: Philip Cowburn.
Publisher: MacMillan, London.

Price: $6.40.

Review by: T. B. Millar (reproduced with authority from The
Sydnlge Morning Herasd, s Lacs

This is a book for the connois-
seur or the collector, for everyone
who has ocean salt in his blood
and is affected by the romance of
going down to the sea in ships and
doing business in greal walers.

Philip Cowburn was for 17 years
on the staff of the Humane Studies
Department at the Royal Naval
College, Greenwich. (He is now
in the Departmeny of History at
the University of N.S.W.) This
volume obviously comes out of that
experience and is a labour of love,
both by him and by the publisher.
It is a production worthy of its
subject.

For, over the centuries, men
have put into vessels of war great
i ity and skill, at times also

('O‘mplimenh to the RAN, from . . .
LA PALOMA RESTAURANT

Wine, Dine. Dance to Latin American Music —
Frliﬁ:y. Saturday and Sunday (Sunday no cover
charge). Fully Licensed. Open Luncheons and
: Dinners.
Availuble for Private Fum:tions

PICCADILLY CENTRE, BLACKTOWN
NS W.

For Reservations Phone 622-3660

ROGER .IT TULLOCH

¢ CHEMIST
of

1293 MAIN NORTH EAST ROAD
TEA TREE GULLY, S.A.

i he many members of the Navy League
WAITE%RIRY XI\IAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Phone your Local Chemist at 64-2845
FOR FREE DELIVERY OF CHEMIST
GOODS

R.A.& D.P.
HOPKINS

Specialists in

CLEANING AND PUMPING AlL
SEPTIC TANK SYSTEMS

26 SCOTT STREET
POORAKA, S.A.

Phone 62-2910
Radio Controlled
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some of their nobility and sense of
beauty. Perhaps this is because
every ship is a challenge to the
elements, and a warship bears the
additional task of meeting or met-
ing out man's hostility to his own
kind.

This book is by no means a
complete history of warships. Such
a task would require a series of
volumes. But the author has traced
the main stages of the development
of the warship from the third mil-
lenium B.C. until the present day,
illustrating his essays will: = large
number of excelldnt reproductions
of paintings, carvings, models, en-
gravings and photographs.

The combination of sail and oar
as a means of propulsion lasted
some 5,000 years or more, and the
refinements developed were surpris-
ingly few. For a long time the
only difference between a warship
and any other ship was the inten-
tion of the occupants.

Early developments were the
high washboards to protect the

N, o bar. )
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oarsmen, the crow’s nest for extra
vision, additional banks of oars, a
keel and a rudder. For offence, a
“beak”, often of bronze, was fitted
to ram the opposition, and raised
platforms from which 1o shoot
arrows or drop weights upon him,
The size of vessels, and the shape
and positioning of sails, also gradu-
ally changed.

Sea fighting at a distance began
with catapults, fitted to some of
Rome's Byzantine fleet.  These
could throw half a ton of lead
about 750 yards, Mr. Cowburn re-
cords, but their accuracy was
limited.

Another Roman secrel weapon
was a form of maritime napalm.
called by Gibbon “Greek fire".
This was apparently a mixture of
liquid bitumen or of naphtha with
pitch extracted from coniferous
trees, It was blown laterally
through long copper tubes placed
in the bows and “shaped into the
mouths of savage monsters” to
add to the terror.

Gunpowder did not come until
the fourteenth century, and the first
gun was placed on board an Eng-
lish ship, Christopher of the Tower,
in 1406. This revolutionised naval
tactics, making ships stand off from
each other rather thon grapple in
personal combat. Once guns were
in they were in with a vengeance,
but in quantity rather than in
quality, Henry VIII's best-known
warship, Henry Grace a Dieu or
Great Harry, a four-master of
1,000 tons, carried 173 guns of 12
different kinds.

Although not carved and gilded
as later became fashionable, this
ship must have been a gay sight
in a good breeze. Mr. Cowburn
relates that her mainmast carried
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two streamers, one 40 and one 51
yards long, while those on the fore-
mast and the mizzen were 36 and
28 yards, respectively. It had, in
addition, 28 banners wrought with
gold and silver and with silk
fringes, 10 flags of St. George, and
seven other buckram banners.

For the next 300 years there was
little change in basic ship design.
Some of the wooden ships had re-
markably long lives. The first Van-
guard, built in 1586, lasted 80
years. The Warspite, renamed
Edinburgh, had 105 years of ser-
vice,

The really revolutionary changes
came, of course, at the beginning
of and during the nineteenth cen-
tury. Steam replaced sail; breech-
loading guns, firing pointed explo-
sive shells from rified barrels, led
to armoured protection and then
to almost wholly metal ships; wire-
less provided inter-communication.
The revolving turret brought greater
flexibility. The submarine and th:
torpedo increased offensive capacity,
while mines gave all-weather, day
and night protection 1o harbours.
In the twentieth century, the air-
craft-carrier. radar, nuclear propul-
sion and the nuclzar missile have

i d lh’ e i

Mr. Cowburn does much more
than give a catalogue of ships and
their characteristics. He discusses
changes in naval strategy and tac-
tics and gives vigneltes of great
sailors and accounts of some of
the great sea battles of history. He
writes i ingly, with gh de-
tail for most specialists but not too
much for the layman.

Yet, with due respect to him, it
is the illustrations that really make
the book into a collector’s item.
Here he has drawn on the immense
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resources «of London’s museums.
W see Odysseus’ ship passing the
Sirens (taken from « Greek wine
par of about the fifth cemury B.C.):
a Viking loagship of sbowm A.D.
900; crusading round ships a th:
conguest of Constantinople in 12. )
Mualtese and Turkish galleys, Duich
ind Elizabethan galleons,

There s Fulton's Demologus.
luunched in 1814, the first steam
warship in the world: and a paini-

Bl = v S : Lt R

ing of a iug-of-war belween wo
British sloops. one with paddle-
wheel and the other with o screw
propeller, 1o see which was the
more powerful. At full steam for
both the screw ship pulled the
other ignominivusly  backward  at
three miles per hour,

And so on, into the dreadnoughts,

the pocket  battleships.  aircrafl-
carriers  and submarines. The
narrative  provides 1he  essential

YT

links and details, bul the piclures
tell the story. One ospect that
stands out is the extreme conserva-
tism of naval designers and their
masters, their reluctance 1o inno-
vale and experiment. Yet that con-
servatism may itself be a tribute
10 the sea and its power, which
cannot be dared too far.  As Mr.
Cowburn quotes Conrad: “The seu
has never been friendly 10 man. At
most it has been the accomplice
of human restlessness.”

The Ideal Christmas Gift

Have regular copies of “The Navy” magazine sent fo your friends as a Christmas
gift. Cost, only $2.40 for one year.

It couldn't be simpler—just complete the form provided below. The editor will
advise your friends that the magazine comes as a gift from YOU.

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FORM

TO The Editor,

“The Navy™ Magazine,

Box C178, Clarence Street Post Office,
SYDNEY, New South Wales, Australis.

Please add the names entered hercunder. to the list of subscribers for 1967, 10 “The
- Navy"” Mbogazine. | enclose $2.40 for each name entered.

Nume
Strect
Suburb

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Subscription paid by .
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The Royal Yacht “Brittania”

is equipped with

NU-SWIFT

The World’s Fastest
Fire Extinguishers

Easy to Handle!

CERTAIN
to Operate!

Nu-Swift are installed
in every ship of Her
Majesty’'s Roval Navy
and are standard equip-
ment in 23 other Navies,
including the Royal Aus-
tralian, Royal New Zea-
land, Royal Canadian,
French, South African,
Royal Netherlands and
Royal Hellenic Navies.

A size and type for every fire risk
SOLD BY STORES AND GARAGES
Distributed in Western Australia by:

SANDOVERS
44 Belmont Ave., Belmont, W.A.
Phone Inquiries 65-1711 Ext. 353
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Australia’'s National Wireless Organisation

AMALGAMATED WIRELESS (AUSTRALASIA) LTD.

47 York Street, Sydney
MELBOURNE » WELLINGTON, N.Z. * LONDON
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