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EDITORIAL

Vice Admiral Sir William Creswell, K.CMG., K.B.E.

N April, 1933, died the man
who more than any other will
always be associated with the
Royal Australian Navy.

Sir William Creswell retired
from the Royal Navy in the
rank of lientenant, and in that
rank was gazetted into the
South  Australian  Defence
Foree in 1885, It was a signifi-
eant period in the country’s
affairs, The initial stage of
separate  defensive  arrange-
ments was closing, and one of
the duties of the new (.-in-t',
Rear Admiral Tryon, was to
open  negotiations with the
State Governments, with the
object of formulating a scheme
of naval defence aceeptable to
Australian feeling as well as
to the requirements of Admir-
alty.

The immediate result was an
Auxilinry Australian Squadron
of five cruisers and two torpedo
gunboats. The new ships
arrived in 1891, the same year
that  Creswell attained the
rank of Commander. Appointed
to the Queensland command in
1900, a wider sphere grew still
more enlarged with the coming
of Commonwealth Government,
and the ultimate transfer of
State naval forees to unified
control.

As an interlude in what was
to become years of administra-
tive work, it fell to the lot of
Captain  Creswell as  Senior
Officer of the Aunstralian naval
forees, to take command of the
old South Aunimli:m gunhoat
“Protector’’. which. manned
hy ]wr-«mnr‘ from New South
Wales and Vietoria, was Rpm i-
ally commissioned in the Royal
Navy for serviee in  China.
Together with the three new
eruigers and a naval landing
foree, this was Australia’s con-
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tribution to the *'Boxer’ up-
rising.

Much was to happen in the
next five years. The old Naval
Defence Act of 1887 expired
and was replaced by an agree-
ment to subsidise a Royal Navy
squadron in Australian waters.
The Commonwealth Defence
Act came into being in 1904,
when Creswell was given com-
mand of the Commonwealth
Naval Forees, and, when Navy
Board was re-constituted in
1911, there was only one logical
choice for the position of
director.

“GUARDED WITH
SHIPE AND ALL OUR
SEA OUR OWN'" —

Jdmund Waller.

Thus far and in all that fol-
lowed, Creswell’s singleness of
purpose gave him standing in
a situation that was always
fluid. Many  distinguished,
officers devoted thought and
energy to working out the part
Australia and New Zealand
were to play in Empire defence,
but, for the most part, they
were officers of the Royal Navy
temporarily attached. (Cres-
well’s value at this time -lay
in_ his permanence. A man
with the same background as
the others, he thought along
the same lines, and counld still
be depended on to harmonise
proposals that at times did not
agree,

In the years leading to the
First World War, Creswell's
direction of naval affairs was
largely responsible for provid-
ing the Commonwealth with a

first line Fleet made up of a
battle cruiser, three cruisers
and a number of destroyers,
In support was a comprehen-
sive range of smaller ships and
establishments, which ineluded
# Commonwealth Dock at
(‘ockatoo Island, a Naval Col-
lege and boys' training ship.
Work was beginning at West-
ernport; there were depots and
W/T installations as good as
the best, and out of all this
was growing the pool of trained
men who make a fighting
servive,

It was a respectable effort
Iy any standing, and one un-
likely to be duplicated in any
part of the British Dominions.
When Viee Admiral Creswell
stepped  down in 1919, the
Royal Australian Navy had
become an integral part of the
nation’s life.

MAN AND MACHINE

Writing in ** Ameriean Avi-
ation'’, the American Assistant
Secretary of the Navy (Air)
said that among the prineipal
elements  of Navy striking
power are the attack carrier
forces and the amphibions
groups, tailored for action
in a limited war. The
manned acroplane will con-
tinue to he essential to these
forees. There is no weapon
development  in sight  which
will replace the piloted attack
aeroplane for precise diserim-
inating delivery of the needed
fire-power under changing tae-
tieal situations and in support
of troops. In nearly every
facet of naval operations we
see now and foresee in the
future, the manned aeroplane
is an ever-important link in the
chain of naval strength . .. "



LOOK TO YOUR MOAT

Fllli centuries  Dritain’s
strength has been that of an
island  fortress.  Attack could
only come by sea or air, but
invasion was impossible while
the Royal Navy commanded
the moat surrounding Britain’s
shores. Writing in the **Sun-
day  Times"  (London), Sir
Arthur Bryant examines the
present  situation against  the
haekgrommud of the past, in that
thought-provoking manner that
makes him one of England’s
great eontemporary historians,

SThe fiest artiele of an Eng-
lishman's  ereed is  that  he
helieveth in the sea,’” wrote the
ereat Lord Halifax, To gquoting
that remark, Sir Arthur says
that rich and poor acceepted
this as axiomatic, They never
forgot  that  their  securiity,
wealth and liberty depended on
their Fleet being able to bar
the narrow LI RN IIU“'I'\'I'l'
starved of men and arms the
Army may bhe, the Navy was
never kept short. When, in the
heyday of trinmphant Liberal-
ism, the Kaiser made his inju-
dicions bl 1o outbuild the
British battle fleet, the slogan

CWe want eight and we won't
wait’" swept the country. For
when it eame to the test the
whole nation subseribed to the
words enshrined for 500 years
in the Articles of War: 1t is
the Navy whereon, under the
good providence of God. the
wealth, safety and strength of
the kingdom chiefly depend.”

By
SIR ARTHUR BRYANT
in
“The Navy'

It was behind this woat of
sea power that the British love
of freedom grew. It enabled
nus to avoid centealisation and
develop a policy unattainable
hy those who live in constant
danger, in which anthority is
exereised only after full debate,
and subjeet to the rvight of
every man within lawful limits
to eriticise and oppose the (ov-
ernment.

Nor has it heen Britain's
liberties  alone  that  have

POOLE & STEEL LTD.
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N.S.W.
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General Engineers, Boiler
Dredge Builders

Plans, Specifications and Estimates prepared

for Mining Dredges and Plant of all kinds.

Electric Welding and Oxy-acetylene Work.
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depended on  her control of
ocean, Sea power cannot be
used to conguer the world, but
it ean be used to prevent any
one Power from conguering it.
Twice in our lifetime British
command of the seas has stop-
ped a seemingly omnipotent
military despotism from impos-
ing its rule permanently on a
vanguished  Europe. On  the
second oceasion, in 1940, the
Navy needed the help of the
Royal Air Foree, yet, with its
aid, performed the same fun-
damental service as in the days
of the Kaiser, Napoleon, Grand
Monarque and Philip of Spain,

The oming of the air weapon
changed, at least temporarily,
the means of commanding the
seas: but it changed in no way
the need to do so. Never in
our history has sea power mat-
teredd s0 much as in 193945,
Fortunately for the world’s
liberties and our own, both in
1914 and 1939, ill-prepared as
we were in other ways, we had
at least the wisdom to retain
the means to guard the sea.

We do so no longer. Our
Navy is wenker to-day than at
any time since the Duteh sailed
up the Medway after England’s
rulers had cconomised by lay-
ing-up  the battle feet. This
vear it will consist of three air-
craft carriers, six cruisers, 24
destroyers and 30 frigates in
rommission : by 1960 it will he
still smaller. Nor is it even
adequately modernised ; neither
the first escort vessel with mis-
gile projectors nor the first
nuelear-powered submarine has
et been laid down,

All this is due to many
causes: to  the exhaustion
wrought hy two world wars,
to relianee on the air weapon
and on the US, and N.A.T.O.
navies, and to a general weari-
ness  of electors at  bearing
global burdens,

(Continued on page 21)
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“BRITISH DUCHESS”

IN

MINIATURE

Shown above is & model of the “British Duchess”, one of BP. (Australis) Pty. Lid's latest tankers. Bailt
to a scale of | inch to the foot, the fibregiass and plastic model was made by Mr. Michaelson, the orig-

inator and presiding gemius of the H.D.M. Model Co., Victoria. E

d for a

the Depariment of the Navy in the Naval Consitruction Branch, Mr. Michaelson now makes his hobby
a full-time business. Besides orders from the British, New Zealand, Indian and Pakistan navies, his
cut-away models are used by the R.AN. for training purposes. Models have also beem made for ihe

Orient Line, Shaw Saville, Lloyd Triestino and other commercial shipping lines. model
Duchess” was forwarded to London recently in “Arcadia”, and fi

of
Ing dels of Mr. Michacison's are

to be six vy Inch scale versions of the “Iberia”™ to be used for
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But the chief cause of our
decline at sea is a conviction
that we cannot afford both a
Welfare State and the insur-
ance premium for defending it,
and that the atom bomb—the
ultimate deterrent—makes war
impossible and «a fleet super-
fluous.

This conviction may prove
an illusion. It is not shared by
Russin, who since the war has
built up a fleet of more than 40
cruisers, 150 destroyers and 500
submarines—a far more for-
midable threat to our food
supplies and trade than the
Navy faced in either the first
or second world wars. Since
this great armada cannot exist
merely to defend Russia, it can
be for only one purpose: to
intimidate an island nation that
depends on the sea. Half our
food comes from across
oceans, and the whole of our
oil supplies; with the Atlantie
trade routes lost, we should be
as helpless as Japan in 1945,

Nor, in such an event, would
the possession of the ultimate
deterrent afford us mueh com-
fort. If nuclear weapons can
destroy  Russia, they can
destroy Britain. At what point
in a econflict in which our
enemies used sea power against
our trade routes and refrained
from atomic war should we
resort to the deterrent, know-
ing that the inevitable retali-
ation would wipe out our ecities
and ecivilisation?

Yet the opportunities for a
new model at sea have never
been greater. The advent of
the nuclear-powered submarine
and the voyage of the ‘‘Nau-
tilus'' herald a greater revolu-
tion in naval affairs than the
change from oak to iron and
sail to steam. It is one in which
a Britain true to her sea tradi-
tions and destiny can share,
We cannot he strong both on
land and sea:; we must return
to the rule that in the past
made us “‘rich, free and quiet.”’

To-day sea power is not exer-
cised by ships alone; a close

New Honorary Commodore, R.NR.

ER Majesty The Queen has
been graciously pleased to
approve the appointment of
ITis Royal Highness The Duke
of Glouvester, K.Gi., K.T., K.P.,
(LCB, GOMG, GOCV.O, as
un  Honorary (‘ommodore in
the Royal Naval Reserve with
effect from November 1st, 1955,
The “‘warmest congratula-
tions"" of the officers and rat-
ings in the Naval Reserve on
his appointment have been con-
veved to His Royal Highness
by Viee-Admiral W, K. Edden,
(“B., O.B.E., Admiral Com-
manding Reserves, In his reply
the new Commodore said that
he deeply appreciated the mes-
sage and that he was honoured

tie become a member of the
Royal Naval Reserve,

The vank of Honorary Com-
modore in the Hoyal Naval
Reserve  was established by
Order in Couneil in April, 1915,
Sir Richard Williams-Bulkeley,
who as an Honorary (aptain,
R.N.R.. was in command of the
Naval Depor at the Crystal
Palace, was then appointed to
that rank. After World War 1,
the rank was granted to a
limited number of Senior Cap-
tains of the RX.R in recogni-
tion of partieularly good ser-
vice. H.R.H. The Duke of tilou-
cester was appointed Honor-
ary Captain in the Royal Naval
Volunteer reserve in May, 1937,

link hetween Royal Navy and
R.AF. is now imperative. Yet
the first duty of both is 10
guard the seas that are our
gateway and lifeline. While
Russia has the ultimate deter-
rent, its possession hy the West
is essential. But for Britain,
dependent on the passage of
the seas, it i1s not enough. To
the question, **What shell we
do to be saved in this world!"'
there is mo other answer but
this, ‘‘Look to Your Moat.”"

As for the deterrent itself,
a nuclear-powered submarine
is less vulnerable than any
launching site and, being able
to strike from any point round
an aggressor’s seaboard. pre-
sents a harder threat to pavry
than batteries of rockets or
squadrons of bombers. 1t fulfils
Nelson's definition that the
best defenee for the country
is to lay one's ships against
the enemy, and enables its pos-
sessor, in Drake’s words, ‘‘to
seek (od’s enemies and Her
Majesty's where they may he
found.”

BOARD EXPRESS
APPRECIATION TO
RESERVES

HE amalgamation of the

Royal Naval Reserve and
the Roval XNaval Volunteer
Reserve hecame effective on
November 1st, To mark the
oceasion, the following message
to the Fleet has heen issued by
the Board of Admiralty:

“The unification of the
Naval Reserves affords Their
Lordships a welcome oppor-
tunity to express their appreei-
ation ¢f the serviees rendered
in the past by the officers and
ratings of all branches of the
Reserves, hoth in war and
peace.

“*Their Lordships arve confi-
dent that the fine spirit of
volunteer service shown in the
past will continue to inerease
as a result of this new partner-
ship and that the re-organised
Royal Naval Reserve will grow
in efficiency to meet the ever-
changing needs of modern
warfare.""

THE NAVY

QUEEN'S COLOUR LAID UP IN THE
ADMIRALTY'S PARISH CHURCH

N November 6th, on Horse

(inards Parade, and in the
Church of St. Martins-in-the-
Fields was enacted the final
chapter in the 200-years-long
history of the East Indies Sta-
tion. First the Colour with
Giuard and Royal Marine Band
was paraded before the hun-
dredth and last Commander-in-
Chief of the Station, Viee
Admiral  Sir  Hilary Biggs,
K.B.E. C.B. NSO, After the
inspeetion the  Guard,  with
bayomets  fixed, escorted the
Colour into St, Martins-in-the-
Fields, there to be laid up in
perpetuity in what is tradi-
tionally the parish chureh of
the Admiralty.

In the congregation were no
less  than nine former (‘om-
manders-in-Chief of the Station
and six members of the Board
of  Admiralty, ineluding the
First Lord, the Earl of Selkirk,
who read the lesson, and the
First Sea Lord.

After the singing of the
sailors”  hymn  ““Eternal

Father'', the Queen’s Colour
Indies Station,

of the East

WINNS

borne by a lieutenant marching
at the slow and escorted by two
leading seamen and a chief
petty officer, was brought to
the chancel steps, where it was
taken by Viee-Admiral Biggs.
As the escort presented arms,
the Admiral slowly hore the
Colour to the altar rails and
there delivered it to the Viear,
the Reverend Austen Williams,
using the time-honoured words,

“Reverend Sir, this, the last

of the Queen’s Colours ear-

riedd in the Serviees of the

Queen's Commonwealth by

the  East  Indies Station,

Royal Navy. 1 now deliver

into your hands for safe

eustody within these ancient
walls,”

The first naval ships were
sent to the East Indies in 1744
at the request of the Honour-
able East Indin Company. In
command of them was Com-
maodore Curtis Barnet, first of
one hundred officers, including
such  famous names as Bos-
cawen, Vernon, Byron and
Cornwallis and more recently
Sir James Somerville, to com-

“THE BIG FRIENDLY STORES"

Courtesy and service give a pleasant glow to
Business, and WINNS like to do Business that

way. In that spirit they are happy to . -=ve vou.

WINNS, Oxford Street, Sydney

& Branches
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mand the East Indies Statiom..

The flag of Admiral Bi
was hauled down on Septemgg
7th and at that moment the
Command, which embraced
northern and central parts of
the Indian Ocean and the naval
bases at Trincomalee, Bahrein
and Aden, ceased to exist. Its
responsibilities are now divided
hetween  the Commanders-in-
Chief of the Far East and the
South  Atlantic and South
America Stations and the Com-
modore ot the newly-formed
Arvabian Seas and Persian Gulf
Station,

THE BLUE ENSBIGN

HE least common of the

group, the Blue Ensign is
one of three Ensigns that may
he worn by British ships. The
White Ensign is worn by all
H.M. sh'ps in commission: the
Red Engign by all British ships
except warships in commission,
and those allowed by warrant
1o wear special Ensigns.

Qualifications for this
warrant have recently been
changed. By Admiralty Regula-
tion, merchant ships of the
Biritish  Commonwealth may
apply for 4 warrant to wear
the Ilue Ensign when a
minimum  of  two  naval
reservists  comprising  the
master and one other officer
are carried. Hitherto, the
number was five, consisting of
the master and four other
members of the crew.

The amended regulation
applies to officers of any rank
or branch on the retired and
emergency lists of the Royal
Navy or other Commonwealth
Navies, and to active and
retired  officers of these
Reserves,

Some interest attaclies to
these Ensigns, for they date
from the 17th century, when
Fleete of the Royal Navy were
known as red, white and blue
squadrons, and distinguished
by a flag of appropriate colour.
':‘él& system was abolished im



OMEONE  felt that the

Service  had  been  silent
long enough. Somebody  with
a little gumption came to the
conclusion that a small news
sheet  would anmil
amuse all hands. And so " DIT

. the R.AN, Bulletin®™ was
born on o monthly basis. The
first issoe is in front of me
It is dated September, 1944

Put together by the stafl of
the newlyv-ereated Naval Infor
mation  Seetion, 've  always
believed that ©“DIT had wile
stone status. So far oax 'm
aware, anthority 1o publish
the first  admission that
there might be something in
that  new-fangled  nonsense
called Public Relations,

The name  itself  was  the
outcome of a lot of  head
seratching. You've guessed it
. o.ooowe spun it L. L and,
finally, we had 1o sell it
Fortunately, the then Chief of
the Naval Staff. Admiral Sir
Guy Royle, was on onr side,

(T}

MOMENTS IN HISTORY

(Contributed)

amed to him the venture owed
a preat ddeal. In wishing
SIHT sueeess on its maiden

the  Adwiral  hoped
larger  would
“*these

vovige,
that  something
vome out - of
rinnines,”’

They  were modest
There was very little money
to play with. Nat mueh news
print vither, and no casy means
of getting at what talent might
be spine-hashing in the Myess
ks,

None of that  worried  the
enthusiusts, The whole  thing
was taped ;s we simply had 1o
copy form. In Englamd  the
authorities  were  turning  out
publivity matter by the ton,
anmd most of it was written by
extremely good men. (o the
naval side, aecounts of the war
at  sea were  outstanding
examples of what could and
should be done; eool, ohjective
amd very telling. The R.AF.
had their own technique. They
produced a quaint character
named  Pilot  Officer Prune,
whose idioey was in itself a
lesson that wmight save a life.
The Americans had an extra-
ordinary creature called Sad.
sk, as well as endless films
and news sheets, designed to
tell the folk back home what
it was all about. A good many
plongh  shares  were  being
beaten into fountain pens at
that time. We were competing
w'th the best, and it would be
idle to pretend that ““DIT's"
‘ppearance  left  its  rivals
dumb.

If toil and sweat meant any-
thing we should have stopped
‘em in their tracks. Those of
us who helped ““DIT’s'" early
teps worked long and hard
a « earnestly. We felt that we
were doing something to tell
the world that the R.AN, was
well up with hounds, on a

mudest

enongh

red-hot seent that was setting
in the di on of Tokyo.

About  then, “"Swan'' was
bombarding Wide Day in New
Brituin, and  Allied  troops
were on the point of landing
at Morotai in the Halmaheras
The whale show was hitting it
in top when INT™ made its
first and  dashed  nearly
appearanee. Something
httul hid happened, and on
the fromt page, too. We pub-
lisheal  the photograph of a
couple  of  sailors with  their
caps on flata-back, 1t was a
elanger of  historical  propor-
tions,

The  fuet  that Stokers 11
Chesterticld and . . Aubus-
son of U Napier™ were a niee
looking pair Jdidn’t matter in
the least. A principle  was
involved, amd, as a  halting
memory  recalls,  orders were
issued for all copies of 11T
to be colleeted forthwith for
burning by the Publie Hang-
man, The editorial stafl were
white and shaken. After weeks
of work the whole thing looked
like being a flop. It was awful.
I shudder even now.

Of course, we lived it down
in time: even mustered a
tentative  grin, when  some
kindly soul mentioned that the
Wir wis going onr way in spite
of all. Liberal-minded persons
went further still in admitting
that we were impeecable on
page two, where there was a
capital article on the R.A.N,
in the prideful days of 1913,
Almgside it were a  few
caustic comments on the use
to which the Japs were putting
their submarines, but 1 don’t
know why the Editor felt
boun:d to state that “‘he did
not necessarily agree with the
views expressed.”” He may
have remembered the vardarm
that recruits are told about,

THE MNAVY

—

SEAS BATTER WRECK ON VICTORIAN COAST

An aerial pieture of the “Winston Churchill”, the yawl-rigged auxiliary yacht belonging to the Vietorian
Minister for Transport, Sir Arthur Warner, lies a few yards off Wreck Beach, near Wonthaggl, Victoria.
Struck by some water-logged object early in April, the port side planking opened up, and “Winsten

Churchill" just made the beach. Dk ignals sent off 1} in one of the largest air-sea rescue
operations seen for some while. but, by that time, the Minisier and his crew of six had got themselves
ashore. The yacht (valued at £10,000) has since been brought to Melbourne by road.

—Sydney Morning Herald photo.

April, 1959



but whatever it was, he played
safe card in entting into the
our-column lay-ont an item-
ised aceount of what Dritain
had given Russia in the way
of equipment and arms.
The best of the offerings
come  under the  hewling  of
“*Bhips  and  Shipmates,” a
eollection of odds and  ends
picked up from anywhere at
all. | notice that some master.
mind served up the fact that
t’iﬂh!)'-ﬁ\'n' per cent. of RLAN
vessels  were  in operational
waters, amd that twelve and
one-half per cent. of the entire
R.AN. personnel were actively
engaged in the landings a1
Hollandia. That's not
effort. T'm not the sort tu

define words like ‘‘actively
engaged.’”
Kindly reference is made

to the W.R.ANS., who seem
to have got mixed up with the
R.AAN.NS. in one place. The
survey group. Bemalla, Shep-

r-ﬁlm and others of their
ind get a few lines, and in a

central box is a list of devcora-
tions and awards.

Here Arunta is in evidenee
Commander J. C. Morrow adds
a DSC to his DSO. and
Lientenant Ken Meyers (** Ping
Low™ ) colleets a DR as
well.  Revipients  in other
theatres are also noted, hut in
the main it's a Coastwateher's
benefit. Licutenants Wi

Horton, Josselyn and Waddell ”

all get their DS iler
and an AB. the DSM., and
several others  are  “* Men-
tioned.”' The B.EM. goes 10
Hon. Third Officer Ruby Boyle,
W.RANS, the wife of the
manager of the kauri timber
outfit on Vanikoro Island, who
declined to leave her coast-
watching job  when things
became a trifle sticky just
before the Battle of the Coral
Sea. Incidents like that are
worth remembering,

The well known writer
Vance Palmer contributed a
story, and from another source
altogether comes the informa-

ANTARCTIC
ACTIVITIES

ANTARCTIC AIRPORT
NEXT

HE chief executive officer

of  Qantas  (Mr, . 1),
Turner:  has  mentioned Aus.
tralian interest in an air route
to  the  Antarctie.  Already
there were regular American
thights from New Zealand to
MeMurdo  Sound,  but  the
problem of flying across the
continent needs further inves-
tigation. The first step ix the
establishment  of an  airstrip,

probably at Wilkes. In answer

to questions about a Qantas
serviee from Australia through
Antarctica to South America,
Mr. Turner said that distances
were such that another base
besides  Wilkes  or MeMurdo
Sound would be required in
Antarctica. This would mean
vonsiderable work before the
scheme was possible,

WARM UP AT THE POLE
SI‘EAKING at  a  press

conference in Canberry in
March, Rear-Admiral George
J. Dufek, U.SN. said that
Ameriea would install atomic
generators  to  provide  heat,
light and power for her
Antaretic  bases within  the
foreseeable future,

Admiral Dufek. who has
been in charge of US, Opera-
tion Deep Freeze, stated that
his request for atomic power
had been approved, and was
now awaiting the necessary
funds.

Reactors would be installed
at MeMurdo, Bird, the South
Pole and Cape Hallett. Small
types  of atomie generators
could be flown inland as
necessary. The reactors would
pay for themselves in cost of
fuel and transport, and could
be used, too, for exploiting the
muany mineral deposits which
so far have been little more
than hinted at.

tiom that the aboriginal word
for ('rib Point is “*morradoo,"”
meaning powder and shot. s
that really true!?

I wish | knew more about
siieh thines, 1 wish | knew the
name  of the aunthor of the
ditty pinehed from the pages
of U Kangaroo,” which  was
privately printed for HOMAS,
Australia. The first verse goes
like this .-

“1 don’t want to buy any
posteards

Badly ddeveloped erotie photo-
graphy.

Underelad, overadeveloped por-
nography

Is not what 1'm seeking at all.

So imshi. Oh, imshi, 1 just want

n dragoman
To guide me, to aid me, to steer
My fathering feet to a little

round table
And a large mug of iey cold

heer.""

“DIT™  also earried  a
limerick about a ¢ypher girl in
Malta; there was a pin-up type
who obviously came of decent
parents, and a couple of gowl
drawings — girls again, |
don’t know why, It isn't all
like that. On the last page we
slugged our readers hard and
hwn'_\'_ amnd I wonder now how
many took a great deal of
interest in a scholarly column
on the Edueation Seheme: or
well-meant bits about some of
the artists who make suceessive
numbers  of “ILMAS 4
delight to browse through at
the present time,

We may have heen a bit
high-minded, but we certainly
earried a  punch-line in the
final par. *‘Dental decay,”’ it
reads, ‘‘is affected by diet . | |
it wartime this ean be counter-
acted by the use of earrots.’’
Well, hlow me down, if that's
not spinning a dit!

THE NAVY

Bandblasting the hull of a big liner in the port of Bydney

Sandblasting and chemical inhibiting of ships' plates has brought a mew era fo ship's husbandry . .
'hmm':nﬁh.ﬁnihltudmiulmﬂnmiunuﬁodih hide

old
the inroads of erosion. The speedy and lesting process we apply in the port
" all kinds rates higher in ships' maintenance than any form of rust

MARITIME MAINTENANCE

ANTI-CORROSION ENGINEERS — SAMDBLASTERS SHELL HOUSE, CARRINGTON STREET,

April, 1959



In 1853, just over 100 years
rgo, Long-term Service was
introduced in the Royal Navy.
This overdue reform came
about because it was considered
that the duties of a seaman
kad become too complex to he
learned by the *‘volunteers"
who officially manned Her
Majesty's ships. Preliminary
training of some kind had
become necessary, and the
seeds of specialization, which
were to flourish in a way our
ancestors could never have
imagined, were sown.

Steam  had already estab-
lished itself, despite Lord Mel-
ville's gloomy prophecy that it
would “‘strike a fatal blow at
the maval supremacy of the
Empire’" and a new branch —
the Engineers— was  born.
These technical =ailors were
regarded with some disdain hy
the die-hard sailors of the old
gailing ship navy, but as the
prototype of the modern war-
ship emerged and specialization
in other branches such as Gun-
nery, Torpedo and Signals
became necessary, the prejud-
ice gradually died out.

It is interesting to recall,
however, that long after spee-
ialization had been accepted as
an integral part of the new
navy, we were always taught to
be seamen first and technicians
afterwards. In his book “Run-
ning a big ship on Ten Com-
mandments'’ the late Captain
Rory O’Connor wrote *“Spec-
inlization is nothing very mueh
by itself, but it is the fillip
which helps the ‘good’ Exee-
utive Officer to go ahead in
the Service.'' Many of us can
remember  the  Commander
casting a jaundiced eye over
Both Watehes for Exereise
and demanding to know why
so few of the Torpedo Party
mustered for serubbing decks,
or the delight with which he
was able to eall on the stokers
off wateh for General Drill or
for hoisting hoats,

To-day the opportunities for
plain ““sailoring"’ are becoming

14

TRADITION

By Vice-Admiral B. B. Schofield, C.B,, C.B.E.—from **The Navy""

fewer and fewer and the
officers and men who man our
ships have to be primarily
competent technicians in order
te operate and maintain the
ever more complicated pieces
of equipment which go to make
up the modern warship. The
oilskin-clad lookout need no
longer do his trick on the
spray-swept bridge. Down he-
low, warm, dry and comfort-
able, he scans the dial of a
P.I".I-* watching for the tiny
blip which will announce the
presence of what he formerly
would have called an “*objeck ™
but which he now identifies as
“‘an unknown ship bearing so
and so.'" The state of the
weiather only affeets him in so
far as the movement of the ship
is vconcerned, and as gyro-
stabilisers become general, even
this may cease to hother him.
Other men perform  their
duties in compartments lit by
the eerie blue-green glow of
instrument lights. Day and
right are the same to them. The
silence of their prison is
broken by the drone of an
electrie motor, the thud of a
message carrier ejected from its
tube, or the whining call of a
telephone. Others again sweep
across the sky at a speed
approaching that of sound, the
vovkpit of their aireraft a maze
of instruments with the value
of all of which they must he
well aecquainted. And what of
those imprisoned within the
steel  walls of a  sabmarine,
whirh  with the advent of
1 ear-power need never sur-
fuee for weeks on end,

Yet. if the physical demands
made on the present day sailor
are less than were made on his

* Plan Position Indieator.

predecessors, the mental ones
are much more exacting. Duties
involving the handling and in-
terpretation of intricate seien-
tific equipment call for eoncen-
tration and close attention over
long periods, without any of
the excitement of being able to
see what is going on or even
that of a struggle against the
elements. But  although these
duties differ so much from those
of his predecessors of even 50
years ago, the modern sailor is
still a fighting man and it is as

‘*It is the custom of the English
to command at sea.’'—( harles
11 to Louis XIV.

such that he must be trained.
The education which he has
received to  enable him to
perform his technieal work had
for its objeet the disciplining
of his mind, but there is also
the kind of discipline which
enables him to vcontrol his
natural instinet for self preser-
vation and allows him to earry
on when he senses that his
ship or aireraft has heen hit.
It has been said that by giv-
ing orders and enforeing them
you ean econtrol a man's
actions, but you eannot control
his thoughts. This faet, well
knrown to the Communists, is
responsible for the altogether
abhorrent system of “‘hrain-
washing'® practised by them.
In a demeceracy we seek to
ineuleate the belief that obed-
ienee to orders is not incompat-
ible with happiness by means
which respeet the right of the
individual, and in these Ieader-
ship plays a vital part. Even if
leaders are born and not made
(Coneluded on page 23)

THE NAVY
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'OLD SALTS' GUESTS IN DERN LINER

Twenty-four “old salts” whose average age is 80 were guesis aboard the P. and O. liner
Iberia at Pyrmont on April 16th. Most of the men, who are from the War Velerans'

Home at Narrabeen, served In the Merchant Navv. Gripping the Iberia's wheel recalled
memories for Mr. Bill Grant (76), shown here with the ship's quartermaster. Stan Aeres.

—Sydney Morning Herald photo.



NAVAL AFFAIRS
From All Compass Points

STRENGTH OF THE
RESERVES
FISGURES published in the Do

fence White Paper ** Dofonos
Statisties, 195960 wive 1]
first indication of the strenetl
of the new R.N.R. which now
embraces many of the Volunteer
Reserves. It shows the strength
on January 1 to be 12459, Be.
fore the merger. the strength of
the R.N.V.R. was approximately
10,000 and the old R.N.R. num-
bered some 3,700 men.

The RM.F.V.R. has main-
tained its strength at approxi-
mately 1,550 and the R.N.V S.R.
has inereased by just over 1.000
to 14,516, The W.R.N.R. hear-
ing at 1,020 is lower by just over
100.

- . .

COST OF BUILDING
FA("TS and figures which show
the phenomenal cost of buili-
ing a modern navy were given
recently by the First Lord of
the Admiralty,

A new aireraft carrvier woulid
vost upwards of 40 milljion
pounds, a new fricate from
three to four million and the
complete modernisation of our
amphibious warfare ships might
he as much as 20 million. But
the percentage of Gavernment
expenditure on  the Navy is
slightly less than it was in 1927-
28. The percentage in 1958 59 is
6.7 per cent., a .2 per cent. re-
duction.

In spite of these phenomenal
costs the First Lord has been
able to state that in the past
three years the following new,
or completely modernised, ships
have been brought into service:
two aireraft carriers, 14 destroy-
ers, 26 frigates, 12 submarines

and more than 80 minesweepers
unil smaller vessels,

During the next two vears
Lord Selkirk expeets from the
new  construction  programme
ane aireraft carrier, three erui-
sers, 10 frigates and a number
of submarines and small craft.
There are 40 ships building at
present,

- L

U.8. NAVY HONOURS
BRITISH NAVAL
INVENTORS

T a eeremony in the United
States Embassy in London

recently, the Ambassador, the
Honourable John Hay Whit-
ney. presented United States
naval awards to the men who
made the operation of modern
Jjet aireraft from carriers not
only possible but swilt, safe
aml smooth. The recipients, all
British. are the inventors of
the steam catapult, the deck
mirror landing sight, and the
angled  deck system, all of
which have been adopted by
the U8, Navy.

The Ambassador made the
following presentations:

Legion of Merit (Degree of
Officer): *Rear Admiral D. R.
F. Cambell, D.S.C., Flag Officer
Flying Training.

¢ tCommander H.
. N. Goodhart, R.N. (Admir-
alty. Naval Air Warfare Divi-
sion |,

Medal of Freedom (with
Bronge Palm): *Mr. L. Bod-
dington (Ministry of Supply),
iMr. D. Lean (Royal Aireraft

Establishment), iMr. C. (.
Mitchell, O.B.E. (Messrs,
Brown Bros.).

*Angled Deck System,

tDeck Mirror Landing Sight.

i1Steam Catapult.

UNITED STATES

Tl[l:‘. first guided missile nue-

lear-powered submarine ever
built as such was launched
159 at Mare Island Naval
Shipyard. She will have a dis-
placement of 3,555 tons with a
length  of 350 feet, Named
“*Halibut.”" she was designed as
at carrier and launched for the
“Regulus ™ 11 guided missile to
be fired from the surface. She
is scheduled to be completed in
1959,

IE atomic-powered U.S.S.
“*Skipjack’’ has achieved

the highest speed of any [nited
States undersea craft during
trials in Mareh. Speed is be-
lieved to be in excess of 20 knots,

o - .
FRANCE
E patrol ecraft “L'Eff-
ronté™ (fifth of the name

sinee 1704) was launched in
January, while her sister-ship
“L'Intrepide”” began her trials.

The carrier ** Arromanches™’
sneceeded in spite of a very
heavy sea, in saving with heli-
copters only. the 37 men of the
American ecargo boat ‘*Valiant
Effort™" which stranded on the
Tunisian ecoast in January.

® . .

GERMANY (WEST)
NSIDERABLE furore was
whipped up recently when it
was learned that the former
British frigate ‘‘ Flamingo’’ had
been name ‘‘Graf Spee’’ by the
German Federal Navy, yet the
renaming of two other former
British frigates had passed un-
noticed.
It will be recalled that about
a year ago Germany bought
seven frigates from the Royal

THE NAVY

CUTTING, GAP
BED LATHES

Fast headstock, push-button control, quick,
wasy-change gear box giving 40 different
pitches and 40 changes of spesd. Siam
Bzin. to I8in, height of centres.

Thase high-spasd precision lather by Broad-
bent place at YOUR sarvice the finest and
most advanced British machine-tool enginesr-
ing. They are designed for simplified, cost-
saving production . . . and for oparational
verialility which cuti capitel coshs a1 wall.

HICH-SPEED, SLIDING,

Also avallable: Bread Lathes, Surfacing Lathes, Boring Lathes, Plant Millling
Machines, Heavy-duty Vertical Boring and Turning Mills, ete.

SURFACING, SCREW-

Quotes, BEpecifl and

LAPTHORNE'S (S.A) LTD.

SYDNEY: 301-305 Kent Strest — BX 1611
WOLLONGONG: 300 Crown Street — B 1763
NEWCASTLE: 23 Aldyth Street — LU 1017
MELBOURNE: 63-65 Jeffcott Street — FY 3663

ADELAIDE: 232 Victoria Square — W 4459
BRISBANE: |16 Ipswich Road, Woollcongabba — XA 2686

The object of the Navy League in Australia, like
its nl‘:i‘:‘r counterpart, the Navy League in Britain,
is to insist by :ﬁ. means at its disposal upon the
vital importance of Sea Power to the British

sea training to and instilling naval training in boys
who intend to serve in Naval or Merchant services
and also to those sea.minded boys who do not
intend to a sea career, but who, given this
knowledge, will form a valuable Reserve for the

Commonwealth of Nations. The League sp sors
the Australian Sea Cadet Corps by giving technical

The League consists of Fellows (Annual or Life) and Associates.
All British subjects who signify approval to the objects of the League are eligible.

MAY WE ASK YOU TO JOIN and swell our members so that the Navy League in Australia may be
widely known and exercise an important influence in the life of the Australian Nation?

rticulars, contact The Secretary, 83 Pitt Street, Sydney, N.S.W.
f:rﬁ: Suefr:fm. :43 LitHe Col;: Street, Melbourne, C.I, Victoria

one of the Hon. Secretaries at:

Box 376E, G.P.O., Brisbane, Queensland

726 Sandy Bay Rd., Lower Sandy Bay, Hobart
P.O. Box 90, Darwin, N.T.

(XX 1)

1989

H

30 Pirie Street, Adelaide, S.A.
62 Blencows St., West Lesderville, W.A.
60 Limestone Ave. Ainslie, Canberra, ACT.
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Navy. The first of these to be
accepted by the Bundesmarine
was the former escort destroyer
*QOakley'" of the ‘‘Blankney'
class of Type Il of the *Hunt™
group, which was taken over at
Liverpool on 2/10/58. She was
commissioned  and  renamed
“Uneisenaun’" at Bremerhaven
shortly after.

The second vessel to be trans-
ferred was the ** Black Swan'’
class frigate ‘" Actaeon.”’ She

was later commissioned in Ger-
many as “‘Hipper.”” The third
ship was the ** Flamingo ™" taken
over on 21/1/59.

It is understood that of the
remaining four vessels to be
turned over to Germany shoetly
the **Albrighton™ and  the
*Eggesford,” former units of
the ** Albrighton " class or Type

111 of the ** Hunt ™" group of ex-
esvcort destroyers, will be re-
named ** Raul amd " Brom-
my" prespectively:  and  the
“Black Swan® class  frigates
“Hart™ and *Mermaid ™ will
be  renamed  Seheer’  and

“*Sceharnhorst,””

Strangely  enough, while the
well-known names of the notor-
jous  German raiders of the
Second World War are being be-
stowed on frigates acquired
from Britain, no names at all are
being given to destroyers ae-
quired by Germany from the
United States. The ** Fleteher™”
class  destroyer  *Antony ™’
handed over to Germany from
the American Navy last vear is
known simply as 2.1,

Five similar destroyvers are
being acquired from the United
States and Germany will thus
have as auadron of these ** Flet-
cher™” class ships. Each of them
has a full load displacement of
2,750 tons, an armament of fonr
Aeineh guns, six d-inech anti-
aireraft guns, five 21-ineh tor-
pedo tubes, and a full speed of
35 knots. Until Germany com-
pletes the destroyers she is build-
ing the above ships will be the
largest and most powerful in
the German Federal Navy,

With regard to the launching
of the first A.S. escort vessel
of the new German Navy, it will
be of some interest to point out
that all the armament and elee-
tronies for these ships will be
made in France.

. . -
GREECE

VO destroyers of the ** Flet-

cher™ elass have been ae-

quired from the United States,
They are **Charette’” and Con-
ner,”’ both completed in 1943,
Both ships have lain idle sines
the end of the Second Workl
War, but  were  thoroughly
maodernised before heing turn-
il over,

Sinee 1951 Greecee has made
a pair of ex-1nited States de-
stroyers of earlier vintage, the
“Doxa™" Ladlow ™ and
“Niki™ (ex- Eberle L somewhat
smitller vessels of 2572 tons full
load  displacement, as well as
four former Amervican destroyver
eseorts of 1900 tons full Joad
displacement,

»

"

JAPAN
HE destroyers, " Heywood 1.,

Edwards™™ and " Rivhard

P, Leary.”" have been acquired
from the United States Navy
and  renamed tAriake”  and
“Yugure™® rvespectively. They
are the first vessels of the later
“Fleteher™™ class to e turned
over to a foreign power by the
United States.
L L -

NAVAL DIVERS AID
TRAWLER

WO Royal XNaval divers
from the frigate HL)LS,
“Dunean' worked for two and

a half hours in water 13 deg.
above freezing point off Teeland
during the night of November
20th-21st ta (ree o wire which
had snagged the propeller of
the Grimshy  trawler * King
Sal',

The trawler
vidio to Royal Naval fishery
protection  vessels  patrolling
off Teeland that her warp wire

reported by

had caught round her propeller.
She was incapable of moving
and the wire was fast to the
bottom, 13 miles off the N.W.
voust of leeland.

ILM.S. **Duncan'” sent three
divers with a support party to
assist the “King Sol", and
Able Seaman M. Dungay, of
King's Lynn, and Able Seaman
M. . Sarr, of Girimsby, dived
in relays to remove five and a
half turns of the three-inch
wire from the trawler’s shaft
amd propeller hlades,

The  leelandie gunboat
“Thor"" overheard the plight of
the trawler and called up the
naval 1 te 1o say she also
il a ddiver on board, The Tee-
Liniders said they would be very
pleased to tow *“*King Sol'” into
an leelandic port,

Commaodore 13, ),
semior officer of the Navy's
Fishery  Protection  Squadron,
reported to the Armiralty

*Dunean”  deelined
thanks, *King Sol" remarked.
“Too right he would like to tow
me in'!"

- . -

NEW GUNNERY RANGE
HE c¢rash of a 4-inch nava!
pun fired by the Minister
for the Navy (Senator Gorton)
marked the official opening in

Anderson,

with

March of the RAN.s new
£€1.500,000 gunnery range at
West Head near Flinders, The

range is equipped with every
gunnery system in use in the
R.AN. and plans are in hand
for the installation of the latest

ein-direction  and  goided-wea-
[ons systems,
. . .
SPAIN

HE new naval base espeeially

built for the U8, 6th Fleet
at Cartagena, has recently heen
ignrated, It will offer refuel-
ling am! wmaintenanee facilitivs
to the 1%, ships without inter-
ference with the Spanish dock-
vard, though the latter will take
advantage of  improvements
available to hoth.

THE NAVY

THREE RIVER CLASS FRIGATES NOW REFITTING

mnammuuumuﬂmmmmcumn—mm.wu

Two of the ships, G yne and Di 1] have been In the reserve ficet for about 12 years. The third,
the Barcoo, was paid off in 1955 The three are being refitied and modernised for use as iraining ships.
M{Wulﬁnlmm-lﬁnmnﬁnm

Gascoyne, sald: wmmuuumn-mmnmwm-mm
able” Picture shows Lieut.~( Nicholas blowing dust off the binnacle of the Gascoyne. Walch-
uumummmmmc.qm —8M. Herald photo.
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‘WESTRALIA" TO END
W.A. RUN

The popular
motorship = Westralia” (8,174
tons gross) will be withdrawn
from the West Australin run
in March after 29 vears' ser-
viee,

Aunonneing this last month,
the general manager of Hud
dart Parker Lud. (Mr. R. ..
Edwards) said that the finan-
eial returns of the vessel hal
been <o low that the Company
conld not afford to eontinne
the run any longer,

During the war the * Wes.
tralia™ was converted into au
armed  werchant  erniser  and
was tsed for troop earrving in
the Middle and Far East,

Prior to World War 11, ten
passenger  ships  were  con-
tinnously  employed on  the

passenger

THE MERCHANT SERVICE

Australian  coast, viz., “Zea-
landia”  (sunk
bombing of Darwini, “*Ormi-

ston” (sold to Greek buyers for

Mediterranean  trade  several
Vears HEo ), “Orungal”
(wreeked  off - Port Phillip

during  the

NDER the heading “Good-

bye, Old Friends,” the
“Maritime Journal” throws
into sharp relief the position
of the Australian coastal
trade.

Heads carly in the war | "Can-
berea”™ (solid several years ago,
last known as the “Espana”™
amd  tied up  ar the SNouth

American port of Cuidad Tru-

Jillor, “Katoomba™ talso sold

several years ago and renamed
“Columbia”—laid up at a Greek
port  since  March, 1958,
“Mavuda™ (sold to Japanese
buyers u few years agol, with

the  remaining  present  four
ships. ** Manoora,” - Kanim-
bla,” = Duntroon.” = Wes.

tealin.” shortly 1o be reduced

to th - deplorable state of
wilairs for a younge waritime
nation
- L
OLD COASTAL SHIP
SOLD

G of - Australin’s  oldest

vogistal  vessels,  the  S23-ton

freighter  Waoniora,” has been

solid by Holyman & Co.
The ship, which has

sailing Australia’s

been
coastal

H.M.A.S. QUADRANT UNDERGOES TILTING TEST AT GARDEN ISLAND

The angle at which she lisied caused many people to ring Naval Headquarters anxiously

This space is
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Australian-Oriental Line Ltd, |
The China Navigation Ce. Ltd, |
New Guinea Austrakia Line Ltd.
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Joint
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waters since 1913, was sold to
a Hong Kong shipping firm
through United Salvage Com-
pany.

United Salvage Company
representatives said they did
not know what future would
be decided for the **Woniora”
by her new owners,

The **Woniora™” has been ly-
ing idle at Appleton Dock, Port
Melbourne, sinee last April.

A spokesman for Holyman
subid the ship would not be re-
placed. There were four other
compuny  ships valling ar her

ports the * Lorinna,”
Wareatea,”  “Tarinna™  and
* Lemana.™

¢« @ ¥ @

IDLE “RIVER" BHIP8

* River Norman,” a £ 500,000
Brisbane-built ship. has been
idle for four months -— varn-
ing nothing and costing the
Australian National Line
£250 g week to maintain,

Seven  other “River” class
ships, sisters of the * River
Norman,” are idle.  They, too,
are “moth-balled” — in Sydney
and Melbourne.

Thirteen “River” ships were
brilt in Australian shipyards
during World War II or soon
after,

Only five are still sailing.
They are hauling coal and
iron-ore aronnd the Anstralian
voast,

A spokesman for the Ans-
tralian  National Line said,
““They're far too big for
general- cargo mneeds on the
coast,

“We used them for bulk
cargoes, Last year they did
well, hauling wheat to New

South Wales and Queensland.
but they've been idle sinee.

“Their capacity is about
8,500 tons. Now we have the
‘Lake’ ships that will carry
10,000 — like the ‘Lake Bar-
rine, and the ‘Lake Sorrell’
diesel-powered, designed for
bulk cargoes, and cheaper to
operate.”
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"CANBERRA"-The P. & O.

N eleetronie working model

of the “*Canberra”™ has re-
cently been on show at the In-
ternational  Trade Fair, Mel-
bourne.  The model is of the
new 43,000-ton passenger liner
“ Canberra.” Approximately
st long, it is sealed down
from the future ship's 820ft.
(10011, longer than the 30.000-
ton “lberin” and “Arcadia”™ .

s Canberra’ will be the largest

and fastest ship built in Britain
sinee the ** Queens,” Her keel
was laid at Belfast in Septem-
ber, 1957, and she will be de-
livered late in 1960,

She has been called the **Ship
of the future” because not only
will she be the largest turbo-
electrie  liner ever built in
Britain, but she is of almost
revolutionary design.

IHer twin funnels, side by
side, and all her machinery will
be aft, not only giving her an
unusnal appearance, but pro-
viding extra deck and other
space for passengers.

She will provide air-condi-
tioning throughout for her
3,250 passengers and cerew,
and her speed of 274 knots
{about 94 m.p.h.) will shorten
the TU.K./Australia  return
voyage by two weeks.

The display unit for the
model embodied a 10ft. illu-
minated panel illustrating the
main compartments in the ship,
each of which in the model

Ship of the
Future

viewer
There are 20

light= up when the
presses i button,
buttons,

Viewers of the model could
also “telephone™ the ship, Dial-
ling numbers selected from an
illustrated panel and lifting
the reeeiver, they are able to
hear a voice in English, French
or German deseribing the part
of the ship they have *‘con-
tacted.”

By pushing levers they could
also operate on the model ship
seale models of novel equip-
ment which “*Canberra™ will
carry when she is completed.

Ome is a ‘‘transporter” de-
vice which will be fitted into
the for'ard part of the ship to
load and unload both ears and
vargo horizontally through the
ship’s side. A miniature ear is
used to show how the tranms-
porter works.

The other is associated with
the ship’s lifeboats, which will
be carried flush with the ship's
side, three decks below the tra-
ditional * boat deck.” A mov-
ing lifeboat on the model shows
how the davit mechanism slides
the lifeboat into position over
the water.

n



NEW TUGS FOR
EWINANA
Keels for two £300,000
ocean-going tugs, to handle
tankers in Western Australia,
were laid in Brisbane in Decem-
ber.

Scheduled for delivers next
July, they will be sailed to
Cockburn Sound, Western Aus-
tralia, where they will handle
tankers of up to 100,000 tons
for the Kwinana oil refinery,
largest in the Southern IHemi-
sphere,

Each tug will be 137 feet
long, displacement 40 tons,
and will be powered by 1,500
h.p. eight-exlinder diesels.

They will be the first Aus-
tralian  vessels to use Kort
steering and propulsion nozzles,
Each serew will turn in 2
evlinder, instead of in free

water. Added thrust of the
“jets” will give the tugs a
‘‘free-runming speed of 11
knots.

Each tug will have room for

a crew of 20, and will be fitted

with gull fire-fighting equip-
ment.
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WORLD TANKER FLEET

0il tankers now comprise 27
per cent. of the world's mer-
chant fleet, according to figures

released by the Petroleum In-
formation Bureau (Australia),

Deadweight tonnage of the
world tanker fleet at present is
estimated to be more than 52
million tons d.w., of which 56
per cent. is owned by indepen-
dent operators, 37 per cent.
by oil companies and seven per
eent. by Governments  and
“others.”

The proportion owned by in-
dependent operators has risen
from 49 per cent. in 1939 and
may well rise to 38 per cent,
by 1960,

At present there are an esti-
mated 1,060 tankers on order
in the world's  shipbuilding
vards  and, illustrating  the
move towards the bigger, more
ceonomical supertankers, more
than half of this total comprises
tankers in the 30,000 tons d.w,
to 30,000 tons dw. class with

eleven now on order of 100,000
tons d.w. or over.

- L] L]
NEW MARINE BTAR

The Orient liner * Orsova.”
a frequent caller at Sydney.
will be featured in a new .J.
Arthur Rank film, ** The Cap-
tain’s Table,” now being made
in England.

The film is
book by

based on the
Richard Gordon,

Sturdily constructed with special
locking devices to hold each can

securely in position, handy Carry

Packs are the modern method of
buying and carrying beer in cans.

SAME PRICE AS SINGLE CANS

12/- PER PACK. (METROPOLITAN AREA)

author of the famous ‘‘Dector
in the House” series. It is
about a ship's captain who,
after being in command of
cargo ships for many years,
suddenly finds that he has been
appointed master of a large
passerger liner,

While part of the film was
being  made  recently, port
workers at Tilbury, near Lon-
don, foumd they had a strange
ship — the “*Queen Adelaide”
— in the docks.

_The newcomer. looked  sus-
piciously  familiar, but  the
name Queen Adelaide™  was

there on her port side and stern
for all to see. It was only on
going rouml to her starboard
side that they found the liner's
real pame — * Orsova.”

L - -

LONGEST VOYAGE BY
P. & 0. PASSENGER LINEER
HEN the 28,000-tons liner
“Himalaya” left Sydney
on 18th March she was under-
taking the longest voyage ever
made by one of the P, & O.

Company’s passenger liners.

** llimalaya,” which arrived
in Sydney on 14th March from
the United Kingdom, via Suez,
inaugurated the Orient &
Pacific Line's ** Japan-Pacific
Service,” direetly linking North
America  with Japan, Hong
Kong and the Philippines.

The voyage took ‘‘Himalaya”
from Sydney to Auckland,
Suva, Honolulu, Vancouver,
San Franciseo and Los Angeles,
thenee Honolulu, Yokohama,
Kobe, Hong Kong, Manila and
Singapore. From Singapore,
“Himalaya"” returned to the
United Kingdom via Colombo
and Bombav and the Suez
route,

Another P. & 0. passenger
vessel, * Chusan,” 24,000 tons,
is also inangurating the North
Pacific Serviee in the reverse
direction; she leaves London
on 11th April for the Far East
via Suez and then crosses the
North Pacific to Vancouver and
San  Francisco.

THE NAYVY

FOR
SEA CADETS

E have already discussed

the general rules for
bringing a power hoat along-
side either a jetty or an accom-
modation ladder. Now quite
clearly when a Coxswain has
done this he must immediately
vonsider what steps are neces-
sary tu secure the boat, and, of
course, later on, decide upon
the best method for leaving the
berth,

These twu points, however,
are closely linked together
and the prudent Coxswain will,
when securing the boat, give
a little thought to the prob-
lem of getting under way
again. In other words, he must
try to secure the boat in such
manner as to give the maxi-
mum assistance when easting
off.

A boat alongside an accom-
modation  ladder normally
secures to the boat rope. In

fuct, she has mo real alterna-
tive, and does not need one.
Under these circumstances she
is securely held, and can get
under way without difficulty.
However, when lying along-
side a jetty the position is dif-
ferent, and requires more
thought. One problem, of
course, is that conditions often
change during the time the boat
is alongside. For instance, the
tide may turn, or perhaps even
more important, the coxswain

watisfactory,

until this stage is reached un-
usual situations can be quite
disturbing. Therefore, be pre-
pared for difficulties, and be
ready at all times to meet them.
In this respeet the method of
securing the hoat is important.
Often a boat is made fast at
a jetty with her head rope well
forward, and a stern line lead-
ing aft. This method is quite
but it can be
improved. A boat is generally
held more firmly if her head

Management of Power Boats

(Part 11)
By G. W. NUTLAND

—from ‘‘Sea (adet™

finds that, although, on arrivaly J:nd stern

his was the only boat in sight,
at the time of departure he is
hemmed in by ecraft of all
shapes and gizes.

To anticipate these difficul-
ties is part of the coxswain's
job, and as experience is gained
they pass unnoticed. However,

TRADITION from page 14,
every man in a position of
responsibility should seek to
acquire the qualities essential
to leadership. Most of these
are learnt hy experience, but
with fewer ships and fewer
opportunities for sea-service,
how are we to train men to be
leaders and to maintain the
high standards of the past?

In his book ‘*‘The Navy of
Britain'’, Professor Lewis.
writing of the changes which
have taken place in the navy
in recent years, asks whether
in the face of differences so
vast, there is anything left in
the new navy which is even
remotely related to the old one,
and he answers his question in
these words: ‘‘Indeed there
iz.”” But it is not on the
material plane: it is on the
mental and spiritual. Tt lies
for the most part not in things
but in the men. They, whether
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admirals, officers, or ratings,
are out to achieve the same
results as were their fore
fathers for all the different
tools which lie to their hands.
Most certainly the fact that
they cannot do things the same
way does not mean that they
are not out to do them. And
why they are mot out to do
them — the same old th_ingn—
may be summarized in one
word —** Tradition.”’

And here too is the answer
to our own question- No matter
how small or how technical the
navy of to-day or tomorrow
may be, we can and must keep
alive the spirit on which our
sea-supremacy was founded.
Admiral Sir Reginald Cus-
tance’s words —"Battles are
won or lost by men, not ships’’
—are as true to-day as they
ever were, and the spirit which
wins battles is nurtured on
tradition.

lines are used as
‘springs. This is done by lead-
ing the head rope aft, and the
stern rope forward, so that they
lead towards, or even cross each
other. By securing in this way
the boat is not only held more
effectively. but the coxswain
has a decided advantage when
he is ready to get under way.

As the departure time arrives
the coxswain must take into
consideration the general con-
ditions, and make a definite
decision over what he intends
doing. He must try to gain all
the assistance he can from
natural sources, such as tide
and wind, also take into
account any special character-
isties of the hoat. It is known,
for instance, that a single-
serew bhoat does not steer easily
when going astern. Owing to
the influence of the propeller
her stern swings to port, and it
is difficult to control this side
swing. Therefore, whenever
possible, avoid going astern in
cirenmstances that allow noth-
ing to port.

Let us then imagine that a
single-screw  boat  is  lying
alongside a jetty port side to.
Since her arrival other eraft
have secured ahead and

astern, leaving a very limited



!\llni"' rUl' movenent, II“\\ e,
she has been seeured with her
head and stern lines used as
springs.  and  the  coxswain's
problem now is to elear the
other craft as he leaves the
Jetty,

Under  these  ciremmstinees
the first step is to let go the
fore spring, leaving the how
free. As o precantionary
measure the atter spring may
he ensed, amd if the boat s
not too heavy she may  be
fended off o litthe, When this
is done the engine can be dreiven
slow astern. with the rudder
to port. As this happens the
influence of the propeller is
two-fold. It drags the stern to
port, and in doing so swinegs
the bow to starboard, It also
induees  stern way  which s
checked by the resistance of
the after spring. The result
is that the boat is permitted
no fore-and-aft movement and
the bow swings out, When sof-
ficient clear water appears on
the port side the engine may

Always ask for . . .
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he driven ahead, and the after
spring east off. The boat can
then  be  steered  ahead  as
desired, IF the boat is secured
starboard side to in a similar
situation the same procedure
may be followed with the rud-
iler set to starboard.  Under
these  conditions  rudder  and
propeller  oppose  each  other,
consequently the how will not
respoid so guickly.

The strength of the Aus-
tralian Bea Cadet
as at 24th February, 1809,
was: Officers 104, C.P.O.
Instructors 16, P.0. In.
structors 69, and Cadets
1,47¢. Total 1,658,

The first stage in this oper-
ation is 1o ecast off the after
spring.  Then, if the boat is
Iying port side to, the rudder
is set to prort, anl the l'n’_ri'llt'
driven slow ahead. The intlu-
enee of the propeller here is
to induee head way and also
swing the stern to starboard.
Head way is cheeked by the
resistunee of the fore spring.
anid the propeller, assisted hy
the rudder, quickly swings the
stern to starboard,

When performing this oper-
ation, care is needed to ensure
that the stern has ample clear-
anee on the port side before the
engine is set astern to back
out into clear water, 1t must
e remembered  that  immedi-
ately the engine drives astern
the revolution of the propeller
causes the stern to swing port-
wise, A situation such as this
needs handling  carefully, but
if  difficulties arise they can
often be overcome quite safely
by using the engine with dis-
eretion—a short burst induces
a little stern way, then throttle
down, If this is repeated, steer-
age way ean be maintained,
vet, as the revolutions of the
propeller fall away the drag
on the stern decreases, allow-
ing the rudder to act more
readily.

‘or a hoat lying starboard
side to the same method may
be used with the rudder set to
starboard as the engine drives
ahead.  Unfortunately, under
these conditions rudder and
propeller action oppose each
other and the stern will not
swing easily, However, what
the voxswain loses here is
inickly gained when the engine
is reversed, Rudder and pro-
peller then combine forees to
swing the stern rapidly to port,
ad into clear water,

The  examples  given  here
illustrate the use of springs for
moving a boat in a limited
spuee.  If the general idea is
understood it is easy to appre-
cinte the value of springs used
in this manner. A coxswain
may find that he has to foree
the how from a jetty against a
strong eross-wind, or perhaps
swing the bow out sharply to
rain advantage from the tidal
stream.

EASY MONEY

An example of how to make
money and still remain honest
is given in the * Maritime
Journal,” who quote the case
of young John Wunderwald,
a doek worker of Cairns,
Queensland.  Last yvear this
voung man attended an aune-
tion sale for the wreck of the
sugar lighter Wortanna, which
had grounded at the entrance
to Mourilyan Harbour. Hix
bid of £5 was suceessful and
he thus became a shipowner.
Early this year he sold the
salvage rights to two salvage
men for about £600, but re-
tained a 25 per cent. interest.
Salvage operations resulted in
machinery to the wvalue of
£9000 being recovered. This
entitled the 25.yvear-old Wun-
derwald to an  additional
£1,500, which, together with
his initial €600, gives him a
return of £€2,100 on an
original outlay of £5.
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ALL FOR THE YACHTSEMAN
“Carefree Cruizing.”” By . 8.
Nelman. (Yachting Press).

Mr. Selman is a naval arehi-
teet with wide experience of ship
design, engines and propellers
and his book is a mine of in-
formation with illustrations,
graphs, formulae and tables,

He and a friend find a 54-
foot diesel yucht, Silver Vanity.
Iving for sale in a mud berth in
Chichester Harbour. **On deck
she looked a bit of a mess™ and
there was quite a lot wrong
elsewhere,

The book gives an entertain-
ing account of her inspection
and survey and then the busi-
ness of reconstruetion and fitt-
ing out. So much technical
matter is included that the
book would have been rather
indigestible for the average
vachtsman but for the narrative
style adopted.

most  interesting  book
especially for the man with a
mechanical frame of mind. For
any yachtsman it is worth read-
ing and keeping for reference
against the time when problems
arise.

—F.1.G.H.

* * *

THE BISMARCE AGAIN
**The Sinking of the Bismarck.'*
By Will Berthold. (Longmans).

It is diffienlt to know what
to make of this book. It is a
German account of Operation
‘‘Rheiniibung’"  (though the
author for some reason calls it
Operation ‘‘Bismarck''), which
was the enemy plan to attack
the Atlantie shipping with a
powerful squadron comprising
the Bismarck, Prinz Eugen,
Scharnhorst, and Gneisenau. In
the event, only the two former
ships took part, and the Bis-
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marck was sunk six days after
leaving Korsfiord, in Norway.

As an account of the operation
itself the book is historieally
valueless. It contains so many
errors of fact that one’s con-
fidence in it is destroyed in the
first few pages, and these er-
rors  continue  rvight  through
until the final sinking. The book,
therefore. has to be judged ax
# work of fiction based on fact.
Here, too. the story does not
ring true to English readers,
though this may be due to the
translator’s obvious ignorance
of naval terms and procedures.
It would have been a matter of
some interest, for example, to
have been on the bricge of
H.M.S, Cossack during the night
attack and to have heard Cap-
tain Vian roar, **Turn Away!
Zig-zag! Out of the line of fire!
Back! Re-form!"

This little extract is, in fact,
typical of the whole book, anl
may perhaps be taken as a com-
mentary on its worth.

—P.K.K.
* * *

MEMOIRS OF A SUBMARINE

“One Man Band." By Kear-

Admiral  Ben Bryant, C.B.,

D.8.0., D8, (William Kim-
ber).

“One Man Band™ is Hen
Bryant’s account of the exploits
of the submarines Nealion and
Nafari while they were under
his command during the Second
World War — exploits which
established his reputation as
one of the most brilliant of our
submurine commanders.

Admiral Bryant is also an ex-
cellent writer. His story begins
when he joined the submarine
branch in 1928 and he makes
good use of his peace-time ser-

vice to familiarise the reader
with the normal life and routine
in a submarine, Avoiding tech-
nicalities, he also explains in his
opening chapters her inherent
distdvantages and the difficulties
and dangers she is likely to be
faced with in war. It is thus
made easy for the reader who
knows little or nothing about
submarines to understand the
thrilling events deseribed in the
luter chapters.

Bryvant was not lucky in find-
ing many warships to attack,
most of the 32 vessels he sank
being merchant ships or tankers
carrving vital supplies to Rom-
mel, Allied submarines were of
the greatest possible help to the
Sth Army  though unhappily
nearly 50 per cent. were lost
during the North African eam-
puign, The reader will be thrill-
o with this fascinating story
of heroism and endurance.

—G.I.T.

* * *
QUITE NATURALLY

“Out of Noah's Ark.”" By Her-
bert Wendt, (Weidenfeld &
Nicolson)

The matter is simple : Do you
wish to read the factx as to
whether unicorns  existed,
whether mermaidens flourished.
and who are the abominable
snowmen ! If so, then **Out of
Noah's Ark™" is the vade-mecum
of the animal world that yon
need. This is thus an absorbing
book with an accent on the won-
der of the mutations of animal
life on Earth. Here be dragons
and sirens (who are most dis-
appointing) and a picture of the
hydra with seven heads—all of
which look not unlike Hitler.

This is an encyclopaedia in
miniature, justly recommended
by the Book Society. Its fas-
cination lics not a little in the
lay language approach to mat-
ters of much scientific import
and interest of appeal to young
and old alike.

—JI.H.



ALL ABOUT THE 8EAS

**Book of the Seven Seas.'’ By
Peter  Freuchen,  (Jonathan
Cape).

We have all heard of Peter
Freuchen, the **Vagrant Vik-
ing™": and here is an encyclo-
paedie book on everything that
concerns or has concerned  the
seats to which his long and frait-
ful life has been devoted, One
can merely pick out a few plums
from this variegated pie, Tt is so
up to date that we learn that
leeland is not. as is generally
supposed, entirely dependent on
fish for her livelihood, for cement
plants have been built there to
make use of the vast deposits of
shells which are found along her
shores. It is also, we are told,
contrary to general belief that
sharks are particularly danger-
ous, for even if harpooned they
will not fight. Most tales of
fights with sharks are mere fan-
tasy. Again there have been
pirates whose characters have
differed from what one would
expect—Dampier, for instance,
did not drink and while his com-
panions were carousing in port
e would be bird-watehing or en-
Joying the heauty of tropical
flowers, On the other hand, we
may read here of two female
pirates, Mary Read and Anne
Bonny,  bloodthirsty  villains,
who were said to be without
merey exeept when ‘‘earrving
off struggling and tender young
males.”” We remd that a sorry
fate awaited the Filipinos at the
hands of Magellan, who has heen
called the greatest navigator of
them all. When a couple of vil-
lages refused to be baptized he
helped to burn them and kill all
who could be canght. But he was
ecqually  severe against any
mutinous officer—he had Cap
tain Quesada of the San Antonin
beheaded by his own valet. A
contrast was Captain Cook and
it is one of history’s ironies
that he who wanted more than
any other explorer to be fair
to the natives should have bren
killed by them, —AC.

2%

C.OP.P.

**The Secret Invaders.”” By Bill
Strutton and Michael Pearson.
(Hodder and Stoughton).

The Combined Operations
Pilotage Parties, (.0.P.P. for
short, were set up to make sur-
veys of the coasts of enemy oc-
cupied  countries on  which
assault landings were later to
be made, It was an organisation
of intrepid swimmers who, night
ufter night, would return to the
beaches to gather every essential
fuct which might have a bearing
on the subsequent assault.

This is a tale of perseverance
and of gallantry. It ix very
largely the story of Nigel W ili-
mott, then a Lieutenant-(‘om-
mander, who conceived the ori-
ginal idea and brought it to
fruition. It is good to see the
courage of these (.O.P.P. teams
made public at least, and he
will be a poor-hearted reader
who does not thrill to the story
which this book has to tell. It
is written in a lively fashion,
always easy to read, yet remains
factual enough to be accepted
as a valuable contribution to the
general history of the naval war.
It can be very heartily recom-
mended.

—I.T.

* * *

SHY, 800TY, AND LAYBAN

“The Wandering Albalross."
By Williane Jameson. (Hari-
Davis).

In **The Wandering Albat-
ross'’ William .Jameson has
written an enthralling technical
and yvet lay hook about the
world’s largest bird. It has been
proved an albatross flew 3.150
miles in 12 days and, another
wak found 6,083 miles from its
place of ringing—these flights
being in the Southern Hemis-
phere. Surprisingly its average
size is 10ft. wing span, though
it seems much larger in flight.
There is one museum specimen

of 17ft. 6in. The bird weighs
around 20lb. and, as the author
shows, seems to have secrets of
flight unknown to modern
science in aeronautics. It also
appears to be one of the fastest
birds, with an air speed of 75
m.p.h. The ““Shy’ Albatross
which rarely approaches a ship.
the **Sooty”" with brown plum-
uge, and the “‘Laysan,’” with
the black feet and the short tail,
are all Northern Hemisphere
tyvpes. The remaining 10 of the
listed 13 are native to the South-
vrn Hemisphere,

—n.J,
* * *
""MOONRAKER'S"’
TRAVELS

“The Sea is for Sailing.' By
Peter Pye. (Hart-Davis).

Dr. Pye is an old hand at
sailing yachts through unfre-
iuented seas: and in this book
he tells how he, his wife and
Christopher. an old Etonian
friend, travelled thousands of
miles and put in at numerous
ports, They started well, for on
landing at Bayona in Spain they
encountered one Miguel, a Span-
iard with a rich Seottish accent,
who showed them where to
vat oysters by the hour instead
of by the dozen. Invited to a
hospitable Margquesan house they
dined on quantities of raw fish
soaked in eitron and served with
coconut cream, followed by
sucking pig, with a hibiscus
flower in its ear, baked bread-
fruit and a bottle of Burgundy.
On the Californian coast they
fell in with a remarkable
woman, descended from a Nor-
wich sea-captain and a Spanish
woman., At a Mexican port
Christopher went to a neighbour-
ing town to buy provisions. He
was unsuccessful, but said that
he enjoved his walk back of 10
miles, s'though on the way he
had to wait to let two bulls finish
a fight on the road.

—R.I.

THE NAVY

THE UNITED SHIP SERVICES PTY. LTD.

GEELONG MELBOURNE PORTLAND
VICTORIA AUSTRALIA

The largest organisation in Victorian ports for the supply and erection of fittings
for the carriage of every description of cargo. Bulk grain fittings a speciality.
Dunnage supplied, holds cleaned. Decks caulked. Carpenters, joiners and

shipwrights supplied.

88-102 NORMANBY RD., SOUTH MELBOURNE

Telephone: MX 5231 Telegrams and Cables: " FLEETWAYS,"” Melbourne

SYDNEV o MELBOURNE o ADELAIGE » FREMANTLE o (OLOMBO  AIVEX o EGYPT » NAPLES » MANSEILLES » GINHALTAR » EXGLAND

FAST and FABULOUS

the Orient Line route to England via Sues, glitters
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EDITORIAL

STRAWS IN THE WIND

N the opinion of Admiral Wenneker, the
German Naval Attaché in Tokyo, ‘‘the
greatest single shock to the Japanese was
their defeat in the Battle of the Coral Sea .
because they were confident that they would
conquer Australin hy the end of 1942."

The importance of the Coral Sea engage-
ment, which began in the first few days of
May, 1942, may be defined in different ways,
but nmongst them must be the psychological
effect of this reverse upon a people brought
up to believe in the invineibility of Japanese
arms.

In spite of some talking down in recent
vears, the interrogation of prominent Japanese
and the examination of papers and official
documents after the surrender, leave little
doubt that the occupation of Australia was
planned. A “‘¢ivil administrator’” had been
nominated, and, according to this source, an
enemy foree was to have attempted a landing
between Townsville and Brisbane early in
1942, The capture of Port Moresby was
regarded as a stepping stone in the right
direction.

What appears to have thrown the Japanese
programmie out was the unexpected resistance
of the Americans at Bataan, followed in due
course by the stubbornness of Australian
troops at Milne Bay and in the Owen Stanleys;
by losses of ships and aireraft sustained in
the battles of the Coral Sea and at Midway,
and, finally. by the American landing at
Guadaleanal.

In the game of guessing, the general features
of the Japanese plan had long been foreseen,
and, so far as the Battle of the Coral Sea
was concerned, Allied success was partly due
to the correct interpretation of what used to
be called ‘‘straws in the wind” — those bits
and pieces of information received from all
sorts of nmexpected places.

In reading reports that are now available
to all, the accuracy of deductions drawn is
very striking. At the beginning of January,
1942, an acerial reconnaissance of Truk showed
i Jarmnesr Hospital Ship, together with a
force of eruisers and destroyers. which the
erystal ball boys in this country believed to
be the makings of an enemy advance towards
the south. In the event, Rabaul was oceupied
by the Japanese on 23rd January.
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The first indication that Port Moresby was
a likely objective came shortly after, n the
form of reports showing the presence in the
Truk-Rabaul area of a Japanese naval foree
made up of what was thought to be four
carriers plus the principal elements of the
Fourth :Mandates) Fleet. On 2nd February,
Ja bed Port Moreshy, and
within a week Iandmgs were made at Lae and
Salamaua.  Japan's intentions were now
obvious, and in the next few weeks U.S.
sources (who had broken Japanese codes) were

He that commands at sea may take as
much and as little of the war as he will.—

Franecis Bacon,

able to give Port Moresby warning of impend-
ing attack, and actually mentioned ships of
the enemy striking force by name. The date
of the attack is given as “‘on or after 2nd
May."

All this had its bearing upon the position
of Allied naval forees on 3rd May, when
Admiral Fletcher in Task Force 17 heard that
the Japanese were coming ashore at Tulagai,
in the Solomons. That message was one of a
number originated by the Australian Naval
Coastwatching Service, directed in the field
by Commander E, A, Feldt, RAN. As
deseribed by Feldt in his book. *“ The Coast-
watchers,” the man who had a grandstand
view of the Tulagai landings was “old, frail
and in ill-health™': an Island trader in peace-
time who became a Petty Officer RANVR.,
and subsequently spent many months dodmng
the Japs while observing and reporting their
movement:

To the Japanese. the occupation of Tulagai
was merely a step in a planned operation that
had Port Mm-pnb\ as its immediate objective.
It offered a suitable base from which to
support the Port Moresby attack group or to
meet any US. counter move that might
eventuate. The Japanese were not expm
the rough handling they received in the
Sea engagement. ’l‘hev knew nutlung about
those wind-blown straws, and how it was that
we were waiting for them.



DEFENCE POLICY AND THE ROYAL NAVY

a Memorandum to all
Branches of the Navy League.
the Governing Body of the
League in Great Britain state
that they are seriously disturbed
by the fact that the strength of
the Royal Navy is being
reduced to such an extent that
by 1960 operational fleets will
be the smallest in history.

The Memorandum continues
by reviewing Government pol-
iey. This it states is based upon
three considerations (a) the
possession of nuclear weapons
and the means to discharge
them as the principal deterrent
to an all-out nuclear war: (b}
wconomy; (¢ reliance on
defensive alliances — N.A.T.O.,
S.EA.T.O. and the Baghdad
Pact, and more particularly
npon the strength of the United
States.

No objection is taken to any

of the above postulates, and in
the opinion of the Governing
Body. the nuclear deterrent
must be maintained. But if
it is accepted that the nu-
clear  deterrent has and will
prevent a suicidical all out
war, the danger of a
war fought with conventional
weapons is increased; particu-
larly a war arising out of the
kind of loeul indents of which
there have been too many in
recent yvears.

Economy itself is admirable,
but defence must always be a
first priority with any govern-
ment.  The  benefits of the
**Welfare State’” ecannot be
enjoyed unless they are de-
fended.

Dealing with Britain's al-
liances, the Governing Body
agrees that the free world must
stand together, but in such a

EZDA
ZINC BASE DIE CASTING ALLOY

conforming in composition with
British Standard Specification 1004

produced by
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combination it is believed
that the British part should
primarily be at sea. With Brit-
ish interests all over the world,
it would be dangerous to assume
that allied naval forces would
be available for the protection
of British property wherever
it might be attacked.

AN ANALYSIS BY THE
GOVERNING BODY OF
THE NAVY LEAGUE

The duties of the R.N. are
briefly summarised under threv
headings. In peacetime, the
funetion of the Navy is to up-
hold British interests, including
the demands of trade and
foreign poliecy throughout the
world. Minor wars must be
prevented from developing into
major eonfliets, in which con-
nection the RN, must be free to
trunsport  Roval Marine or
Army detachments to the scene
and provide air cover, artillery
support and supply. In a major
war, the R.N. must in asso-
viation with Britain's allies,
maintain control of the seas.
Only in this way can the
strength of the free world be
maintained, and that applies
whether the war be fought with
conventional or nuclear weap-
ons,

As a deterrent in a nuclear
war. the navy must provide
mobile platforms for the dis-
charge of nuclear weapons by
strike aireraft launched from
aireraft carriers. and guided
missiles from surface craft or
from submerged submarines.
In this connection, the Navy
alone can provide the full
strategic requirement of mobil
ity, endurance, surprise and a
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high degree of invulnerability.
The submarine of the future
will, in addition, be virtually
invisible,

The above capabilities enable
the Navy to strike at envmy
territory from any part of the
ocean perimeter, thus giving
greater range to missiles than
is possible from present or
projected land sites.  Ships
which ean dischuarge these duties
can discharge any of the other
duties outlined above. It is not
necessary to create different
fleets for different purposes.

The Governing Body believe
thut the threat of all-out
nuelear war is less while both
sides possess the deterrent, and
that the greatest danger faced
by the free world at present is
the possibility of subversion,
infiltration and the encourage-
ment and exploitation of minor
incidents, leading to a major
war neither  plammed  nor
esired by either side.

In such an event, successful
attack upon the essential sea-
born supplies of allied nations
would paralyse their eapacity
tu resist. This danger to the
strueture of the defensive
policy of the Allies is believed
to be well understomdl by the
Soviets. It is the only possible
explanation of the tremendous
efforts they have made to create
a vast, offensive Navy.

This force is believed to con-
sist of some 30 heavy cruisers,
not less than 150 destroyers and
at least 500 submarines, There
is also a land-based naval air
force of some thousands of
aireraft.

In the face of such a threat
the Memorandum continues.
the Royal Navy has been al-
lowed to run down to an alarm-
ing estent. Where there were
four aircraft carriers in 1956
there are now three; cruisers
have dropped from nine to
three, while destroyers showed
a drop of five in the years
between 1956-58.

Acecording to the Memoran-

May, 1959

dum, we have not yet begun to
build the revolutionary ships of
the future, likely to take the
place of major warships of
war-time or pre-war design
whieli form the fleet today. The
first escort vessels to be armed
with  missile  projectors in
place of conventional guns have
not vet been laid down, though
they have been announced as

“ordered’” in Naval Estimates

for several years past. The first

nuelear-powered submarine has
vet to be laid down,

In contrast, the United States
has a number of both the above
vlusses of vessels in operational
service and is actively inereas-
ing their number. With this in
mind, it would be dangerous to
ussume that other countries are
not making similar progress.

On the facts presented, the
vonelusions reached in the Mem-
oramdum, and that .—
tn) The present and, still

more, the prospective
strength of the Royal Navy
is quite inadequate to dis-
charge its duties in peace,
or, where British interests
may be threatened in a
minor war, or to play an
effective part in the allied
effort should a major war
break out.

(b) That inadequate resources
are being devoted to estab-
lishing a steady building
programme of the modern,
revolutionary warships
required to meet a revolu-
tionary age.

(¢) That Great Britain and
the Commonwealth of
which it is the centre,
depends as does no other
eountry or group of coun-
tries, on the command of
the seas. Once that should
be lost there would be no
alternative but destitution,
starvation and abject sur-
render.

The sea defences of Great
Britain must therefore be a
first priority, whatever else may
have to be sacrificed.

CREST FALLEN

EMBERS of the ship's

company of HMS
““Soberton’’ recently took a
few hours off from their fishery
protection duties to go along
to their namesake village in
Hampshire. With them went
the ship's erest for presentation
to the Viear to mark their
adoption by the inhabitants.

Officinl festivi ties were
rounded off by a danee in the
village hall, although an un-
official episode caused a few
red faces which have, fortun-
ately not affected the happy
relations between village and
ship.

It was the most natural and
praiseworthy suggestion of the
Viear to put the ship’s crest on
a shelf to he admired by his
parishioners, but the original
idea was that it should remain
there for the evening—which it
did not!

There was consternation
when it was found that the
erest had gone from its posi-
tion of honour. but all was well
in the cold light of dawn.

The crest was discovered
attached to the brewers’ sign
of a nearby public house. It is
believed to have been taken
there by ‘‘poachers' from
another village who were
jealous of their go-ahead, nau-
tically-minded neighbours!

* * *

A WAY OF LIFE

A French pilot of the First
World War named Joseph
Frantz, credited with the first
victory in aerial combat, has
been raised to the rank of com-
mander in the Legion of
Honour.

Frantz shot down a German
“*Avitik"' two-seater in a dog-
fight on 5th Oectober, 1914,
while piloting a French Voisin
biplane.



THE NAVY'S STRENGTH
IS UNITY OF PURPOSE

T;\KEN from the Admiralty
News Summary of Feb-
ruary last, the following
remarks were made by the
Earl of Selkirk, First Lord of
the Admiralty, in replying to
a debate in the House of Lords,
on a motion moved by Admiral
of the Fleet, the Earl of Cork
and Orrery, that the depleted
strength of the Royal Navy
ereated a dangerous situation.

““T must make it clear to the
House.”" the First Lord said in
his reply, *‘that interdepen-
dence is absolutely fundamen-
tal to our position at the
present time. | think it is quite
clear that at the present time
we should be entirely wrong

nut to work in the closest assoe-
iation with our Western allies.””

The First Lord then turned
to wider issnes,

Most of the

TUBES AND BRASS WIRE

KNOX SCHLAPP PTY. LTD.

A delaid s Al

CALLENDER'S CABLES LTD.
Melbourne, Albury, Sydnmey,

remarks today have rveferred to
the Atlantie, but 1 would
emphasise that the Royal Navy
is still deployed on a world
basis, and 1 am sure it is right
that this should be so, We still
have important bases at Malta,
Gibraltar. Aden, Hong Kong,
Singapore, and elsewhere, which
contribute greatly to the in-
fluence we are able to exercise,
Noble Lords may argue (and [
am not going to deny it) that
the number of ships we keep
on station seem thin, but they
can be hacked up and rein-
foreed quickly.

““In mentioning the possibil-
ity of global war | would stress
that we are preparing against

it with Allies, We have agreed
the broad strategy  and 1|||||_|!~'.
We are acenstomed to working

in close co-operation with the

WIRE AND CABLES
BRITISH INSULATED

Hobart, L

{.A.T.0. Forces. We have
a command structure which
exists from the Levant, in the
South, up to the North Cape—
something we have never
attempted to achieve hefore. We
have a great deal in common
in the research and develop-

other N

STATEMENT BY THE
FIRST LORD OF THE
ADMIRALTY

ment field. I do not think that
=0 high a measure of confidence
in the military field has ever
existed  between countries as
existg at the present time among
the countries of N.AT.0."
The First Lord next said he
wished to speak about the size
and shape of the Fleet. **We
are going through an extremely
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difficult period of change,’ he
said, ‘‘which is both expensive
and rapid—rapid, not because
scientific discoveries are pro-
duced rapidly, but because they
succeed one another with great
rapidity. Any entirely new
development will probably take
ten years to come into full
operation, and the cost is ten,
twenty or thirty times as much
as it was twenty years ago. A
new carrier costs up to £40
million; and a frigate from £3
million to £4 million. The
complete modernisation of our
amphibious warfare ships might
vost up to £20 million. This is
roughly the background to the
Government's task of maintain-
ing the Fleet. The cost of the
Navy as a percentage of Gov-
ernment expenditure in 1927-28
was 6.9 per cent. In 1958-59 it
was 6.7 per cent, which is
closely comparable.

‘‘The cost of modern equip-
ment makes the amount we can
have today much smaller than
we were able to have in the
past,”’ the First Lord went on.
‘‘Noble Lords who have referred
to the complaints of N.A.T.O.
commanders that we have not
enough ‘‘hardware’’ should
remember that they were talk-
ing about N.A.T.O. as a whole,
and that what they said
applies not only to us but to
&1l the other N.A.T.O. countries,
who are open to exactly the
same criticism as we are, We
have borne a pretty good share
of N.A.T.O. expenditure.

‘‘On the question of whether
we should equip the Navy with
completly up-to-date ships or
be content with, second-rate
ships—that is, ships without
modern radar and asdic and
relying on the equipment we
used during the war; whether
we should have more ships of
a rather lower standard or
fewer ships at a high standard.
The Government have come to
the eonclusion that it would be
wrong to have second-rate ships.
In the first place, the Soviet
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Union have a tendency to sell
or dispose of certain ships to
various other countries. and it
would be quite wrong for us
to call on our Navy to meet
good ships or ships better than
we have. We might then be
outclassed in the cold war.

**In the second place, it would
have a bad effect on the morale
of sailors who are asked to work
with equipment which they
know is anything but first-lass.
Thirdly, it would reduce the
flexibility of the Navy, which
would mean that ships could
not be used to deal with any
situations when it arose.
Fourthly, of course, it would
make co-operation with our
N.AT.O. Allies less easy. For
those reasons, we think that it
would be wrong to have any
but first-class ships.

On the build-up of the new
Fleet the First Lord went on:
‘‘Over the three-year period
from January, 1956, to January
of this year we have brought
into service two aireraft car-
riers, 14 destroyers, 26 frigates,
12 submarines and more than
80 minesweepers and smaller
vessels which are completely
new or completely modernised ;
and during the next two years
we shall have commissioned from
new construction one carrier,
three cruisers, ten frigates and
a number of submarines and
small eraft. So I think it is fair
to say that, with some 40 ships
building at present, we are
getting on with trying to see
that the Fleet is kept thoroughly
up-to-date.

“If I may sum up quite
shortly, I would say that we in
the Admiralty are not com-
placent. We do not underes-
timate the Soviet threat; and
we are not less conscious than
anyone else of the dlncerl of
the world we are living in. The
forces of the N.A.T.0. Alliance
backed by the nuclear power
the West, present a
deteﬂunt toa mjor war in

orm. There remain

Eg~~
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OIL SUPPLIES
FOR
WESTERN EUROPE

AGAINST a background of
trouble in the Middle East,
the reorganisation of Allied Qil
suﬂ)p]im to N.A.T.O. countries
seing rushed ahead. An in-
visible web of oil pipes will
soon be pumping the lifeblood
of commerce into the great
manufacturing centres.

The longest pipeline in
Europe as yet is one built by
Esso and B.P. in Germany. It
runs from Wilhelmshaven, the
old German naval base, now
transformed into a port for
tankers, to Cologne some 200
miles away. Shell and Caltex
are laying a second line 160
miles long from Rotterdam to
Cologne, which will be ready
next year.

The Suez Canal crisis of
1956 demonstrated with alarm-
ing clarity Europe’s depend-
ence for the bulk of its oil sup-
plies on a part of the world
that was by no means depend-
able. The discovery of rich oil
fields in the Sahara have done
something to offset an unfor-
tunate position, but have not
entirely removed apprehension.

Beginning at Marseilles, a
30 in. pipe-line will be laid

(Please turn to Page 19)

day-to-day commitments of a
country with world-wide inter-
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DESPITI’J strong aud often
sneeessful competition
trom overseas in other spheres
ot shipbuilding, British yards
vetain their  position as  the
world’s  leading constructors
of large passenger liners

Brirish shipbuilders have on
order at the present time, ten
liners o1 2000 gross tons or
aver, totalling about 260,000
aross tons, A liner contract is
dderably  more  valuable-
hath in price and diversity of
work— than that for any other
type of vessel

Although the liner tonnage
v order represents less than
3 oper eent. in volume of the
total order book of the ship-
building industry, its value, at
just under £80 million, is little
less than 10 per eent,

The major liner project in
Britain at the moment is the
building of Peninsular and
mtal  Steam  Navigation's
45.000-tan vessel, "Canberra’’,
'ndder construetion at Harland
and Wolff's Belfast yard, she
will be the higgest unsubsid-
i=edd hiner to be built in the
world since the “*Queens’ in
the 19307, Her keel was laid
in September last year and
she will he launched around
the emd of next year,

The **Canberra’’, which will
cust about €15 million, con-
stitutes the major part of a
€30 million programme by the
P. and O. group to expand its
servfices in the Pacific. Her
working partner in the new
Britain-Australia Pacific  ser-
viee will be Orient Line's £13-
£14 million vessel “*Oriana”’
This ship will he of 40,000
gross tons in sizge and is under
construcetion at the Barrow-in-

Seen opposite is the latest
photograph of P. & O.'s
45 000-ton passenger liner,
‘‘Canberra’’, which is at
present in building at
Harland and Wolff, Bel-
fast.
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Liner Building in Britain
The Cream of the Trade

from **The Maritime Journal®

Furness vard of Viekers Arm-
strongs. Work began on her
about the same time as on the
“Canberra’™ and she also will
be lounched towards the end
ol 1959,

B liners will enter ser-
viee in 1961, Together they
will provide aceommodation for
about L2000 first and 3,100
tourist-class  passengers  and,
with a speed o1 27 knots, will
ecut  the passage time from
London to Syvdney from the
present four to three weeks,

A measure of the rise which
has taken place in shipbuild-
ing costs sinee the war is that
the ““Oriana’" will cost about
30 per cent, more than the
value of the entire Orient
Line’s pre-war tleet. Much of
this higher cost has been due
to infHation, but a considerable
proportion reflects the greater
cotfort offered 1o passengers
i tmlern liners,  partien-
larly in the tourist class.

Liner operators are under-
taking « considerable risk in
building new vessels at today s
prives but they realise that, if
they are to compete effectively
with air transport and retain
their present share of the in.
ternational travel market, they
must offer greater amen in
the tourist sector, whieh will
provide the great bulk of air
and sed passenger revenne,

The  British and Common-
wealth Shipping Company also
has under way a huge liner-
building  programme  for  its
subsidiary., Umnion  Castle.
About  £60 million will be
spent on building new  Union
Castle ships during the next
10 wyears. The Line recently
received  delivery  of  the
29 0(M-gross  tons  “‘Pendennis

Castle’” and it has still on
order the 35,000-tons ** Windsor
Castle" at the Cammell Laird.
vard,  and  the  30,000-tons
“Transvanl Castle' at John
Brown's,

The “Windsor Castle™,
which is expected to cost nearly
£10 million is well advanced
on the building stocks and will
be launched in June next year.
Her maiden voyage will prob-
ably take place a year later
and she will be joined on the
Britain to South Africa mail
run by the ** Transvaal Castle®”
in January, 1962,

Both the new liners will be
able to complete the voyvage
from  Southampton 1o Cape
Town in 11 days. compared
with the present 13 days. This
fuster  general  servic how-
ever will have to await the
building of four more mail-
ships: seven vessels then will
be able to maintain the route
in place of eight at present.

The remaining large ship-
Luilding programme  bheing
carriedd out in British vards
is for Royal Mail Lines, Three
20,000-ton liners—to be named
“Amazon’’. ‘‘Aragon’’ and
“Arlanza'—are on order with
Harland and Wolff, Belfast.
The cost of the programme will
be bhetween £15 million and
£18 million and the three ships
are destined for Royval Mail's
London  to  Sonth  America
service, They will replace the
feur aged *"Highland' class
vessels on the route.

Euach ship is about 6,000 rons
bigger than the Highland
types. There will be 100 first
100 cabin and 270 tourist
class berths mn each liner and
all the passenger accommoda-
tion will be air conditioned.




BRASSEY'S ANNUAL-1958

Reviewed by Rear Admiral R. G. Thomson, C.B., C.B.E, in ‘'The Navy"

Every year *‘Brassey’s An-
nual’ continues to provide
much food for thought for all
who are interested in the work of
the Armed Forces and in their
strategy, tacties and training
for war. The editor—a former
instructor at the Naval Staff
College — has himself made a
prolonged study of the problems
of Imperial Defence and the
reader can thus be assured that
the contributors to his Aunual
are all thoroughly qualified to
write on the subject. But this
latest issue isx of more than usual
interest because of the many
articles dealing with the H-
bomb and the new and difficnlt
problems which arise from its
existence.

The editor starts the ball roll-
ing in an opening chapter *‘ The
Object in War.”" He rightly
argues that the thermo-nuclear
weapon, because of its wide-
spread destructive effects, is a
weapon of policy rather than of
war. The ultimate object in war,
he adds, is not the mere waging
and winning of it but the or-
ganisation of the peace which
the war was undertaken to win.

Richard Goold-Adams, in an
article which could logically
have followed the opening

chapter, sets out the arguments,
political, moral, economic and
military, put forward by those
who are opposed to Britain add-
ing her quota to the deterrent.
With the exception of Dr.
Brodie, who writes as a United
States citizen, the contributors
dealing with this subject are all
convinced that neither East nor
West will deliberately commit
suicide by initiating the use of

b “Bn-ey s Annual, 1958.""

Edited by Rear-Admiral H. G.

Thursfield. (William Clowes and
Son Ltd).

the H-bomb. But in some of the
articles on strategy and on war
planning the writers seem either
to have forgotten the pronounce-
ments of the N.A.T.0. Govern-
ments and military leaders or
to have ignored them. Professor
Sokol, for example. who dis-
cusses * Naval Strategy To-day ™
in a chapter of particular in-
terest to naval readers, expresses
the same view about the H-bomh.
*The price of committing sui-
cide,”” he writes, ** by waging an
H-bomb war wonld be too ex-
cessive for Communism.”” Yet he
assumes that the Soviet land
forces would, as their primary
object, endeavour to reach the

Atlantic  Coasts of Western
Europe.
A BYNOPSIS OF

SERVICE THINKING

How ean this assumption be
accepted in the face of para-
araph 12 of the eurrent Defence
White Paper? Tt reads as fol-
lows : *‘ The strategy of N.A.T.0.
is based on the frank recogni-
tion that a full-scale Soviet at-
tack could not be repelled
without resort to a massive
nuclear bombardment of the
sources of power in Russia.”
None the less the strategy he
recommends for the N.A.T.O.
Navies would be equally applic-
able if there were no aggression
in ‘Europe, He emphasises the
importance of reinforcing the
local navies guarding the exits
from the Baltic and Dardanelles
and of preparing plans to ope-
rate in the Aretic seas. Indeed
the North Siberian route could
with advantage have been dis-
cussed at greater length. Since
the 1930's the Soviets have made
great efforts to open up this
route to shipping—one reecalls

in this connection the vovage
from West to East in 21 days
of the German armed raider
**Komet ™ in 1940. Moreover, the
Paolar voyages of the ** Nauatilus '~
and “‘Skate’’ have proved that
Russian nuclear powered sub-
marines will be able to navigate
with impunity in this region and
we may expect the majority of
them to be hased on North
Siberian harbours.

The Professor’s article thus
loses mone of its interest and
value despite the doubtful pre-
mises on which it is based. Pre-
sent Soviet poliey suggests the
likelihood of local wars in under-
developed  countries in  the
Middle or Far East, any one
of which might well gradually
develop into a major war. But
in view of the Defence White
Paper—and the now generally
avcepted belief that hoth sides
would do their utmost to avoid
the use of the H-bomb—it would
in all probability be a largely
naval war. Indeed it would
scarcely seem advisable in the
circumstances even for N.A.T.O.
troops to be landed to support
up-ricings in the satellite coun-
tries. Equally, the surest way of
starting an H-bomb war is to
drive the Russians to despair
by the use of conventional ex-
plosives to obliterate their cities
with saturation bombing.

These considerations add
great importance to the article
by Dr. Brodie who writes on
**Limited War.’’ He argues that
a war is no longer limited be-
cause the objective is limited,
but because it involves a de-
liberate restraint on both sides.
It means, in fact, that ‘‘there
will be no strategical bombing
between the United States and
very satisfactory that Dr. Brodie

on to warn his countrymen
mhe danger of using tactical
nuclear weapons in a local war.
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**Many Americans,”" he writes,
‘‘including high officials in the
Government, insist that if our
response to an aggression has to
be limited geographically, at
least it must be atomic.’” This
view, he adds, suggests that we
are still in a monopol\ position.
but if we visualise these weapons
being used reciprocally, their
advantage does not seem so
great. In any event, what is a
tactical weapon? The vield of
the first A-bomb on Japan is
now regarded as falling entirely
inside the tactical range. Dr.
Brodie coneludes this most in-
teresting chapter by reminding
us of the enormous military
advantage gained by striking
first in an H-bomb war. For this
reason, he suggests, it is pre-
mature to assert that total war
has now been abolished.

C'olonel Wyndham. in an in-
formative chapter on the
organisation of N.A.T.0., also
refe_l'll to the danger of using
tactical nuclear weapons, but
shows some confusion of thought
when discussing their use by the
N.A.T.0. forces in Europe—
commonly known as the Shield.
Once they are used by the
Shield, he argues, the dividing
line between it and the Sword
—the H-bomb deterrent—be
vomes indefinite, which pr
great diffieulty. Why so? Soviet
aggression in Europe postulates
the use of the H-bomb. Why.
then, not use tactieal nuclear
welpbnn at the outset, thus re-

ing the manpower required
for the Shield? In an H-bomb
war the Royal Air Force be-
comes of the highest importance
and Air Marshal Sir Robert
Saundby thus inevitably dis-
cusses its role mainly in relation
to the atomic age. Contrary to
Dr. Brodie he suggests that a
war is limited not by the wea-
pons used but by its limited and
clearly defined aims. Hence a
limited war will not be made
more serious by the use of tacti-
cal nuclear weapons which will
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soon become standard equip-
ment.

Rear-Admiral Horan contri-
hutes two articles, the first
describing N.A.T.O. naval exer-
cises in 1957 ; the second survey-
ing the work of the Armed
Forces during 1957/58. His
facts are not new but it is im-
portant to be reminded of the
great progress made by the
N.AT.0, Navies in working as
a team and of the constant and
unobtrasive work of the Fight-
ing Services. The N.A.T.O. exer-
visex were all applicable to any
form of war, but some of them
sugges! that the N.A.T.0. naval
authoritiexs still do not ‘‘see
straight,”" Certainly as far as
Britain is concerned. in **a sud-
den full-scale attack on the
N.AT.D, countries " —that is—
un H-bomb war—the task of sur-
vival would be a job for Civil
Defener rather than for navies
and merchant navies. Indeed,
judging by our meagre large-
ship contribution—two carriers
and  two cruisers — to  the
N.AT.). XNavies, the British
Government also hold this view
amd pin their faith on the de-
terrent to prevent war. The true
sitnation can be stated quite
simply nnd the sooner it is real-
ised the better it will be for the
country., Human nature has not
changed and the East—like the
West =- will not deliberately
commit suicide, But the West
has warned the East that it
would prefer suicide to the loss
of its freedom and way of life.
While the East has given ample
evidenee that it will, if essen-
tinl. as u result of its subversive
policy, fight the West in a war
largely. if not entirely, fought
between the maritime forees of
both sides.

The civilian who wishes to
understund the funetions of the
various types of units that make
up a fighting navy will find his
answer in the second of Vice-
Admiral Schofield’s two articles
entitled ‘‘ A Balanced Fleet.'’ In
his earlier article he gives &

bird’s eye picture of the strength
and composition of the navies
of foreign powers. Fully to
understand his second article, it
is essential first to read his
“Foreign Navies,”" as the
United States is the only coun-
try that can afford all the types
of ships required under modern
conditions, Unlike works of re-
ference, this chapter explains
what is meant by a gui mis-
sile ship. The term specifically
applies to vessels armed with the
surface-to-air A/A guided mis-
sile. The U.S. ecarriers and
eruisers equipped to launch the
offensive surface - to - surface
guided flying bomb—the ‘‘Re-
gulus''—are not guided missile
ships and are no longer so class-
ified. One is left wondering.
however, what type of ship tlir
new U8, nuclear-powdered
cruiser now authorised is to be.
She is dispensing altogether
with guns but is equipped with
both kinds of guided missiles.
The Admiral defines a balan-
ced fleet as one composed of
ships which acting together, can
both deliver and repel all forms
of attack currently possible. The
N.A.T.0. Navies, he maintains,
are mot up to that standard.
They have not that close co-
ordination required of a balan-
ced force—as the Allies had in
the last war—and should be re-
omm:ed on a unit basis, each

grou
only the latter. But the writer’s
main point is to show that
neither our eontribution to
N.A.T.0. nor our Far Eastern



blended to suit
Australian

conditions

(From Page 13)

proposed naval forees will be
completely  inadeguate to  dis-
charge their peace time and
limited war 1esponsibilities . . .
By their ability to do so. they
form an important part of the
deterrent and to under-insure
in this matter would he folly ™’
In any event the writer of this
informative and  instructive
article cannot be acceused of
cxaggeration, He sums up the
ships we tequire to meet our
commitments as  follows: 7
(light) fleet carriers—which we
shall have when the ** Hermes’’
is completed : 10 guided missile
ships (one recalls that four were
ordered some years ago!): and
30 destroyers; together with as
many formed groups of convoy
escort groups as may be neces-
sary to meet our Treaty obliga-
tions. Visalising the future, he
adds that the equipping of sub-
marines with rocket weapons
may well prove the ‘‘ultima
ratio”’ in armaments and that
we must lose no time in develop-
ity the nuelear-powdered sub-
marine,

Training in the Services is the
subject of several artieles, not-

Fanks,
= Caold

Captain

writes  on

ably  one by
RM.. who .
Weather Warfare Training in

the Royal Marines™ : and a most
enjoyable, if  controversial.
article by Viee-Admiral  Sir
Aubrey  Mansergh on the de-
sirability of resnming training
in sail. The chapter by Lient-
enant-Commander Ross on =" The
New Naval Diseipline Aet™ s
useful as a ready reference when
comparing the old and the new
Naval Discipline  Aects. Many
more of the 29 chapters of this
issue will also prove of mueh
interest and value to naval read-
ers and there is also a most
useful reference section at the
end of the hook.

CEREMONY AT THE
POLE

SING: a television devier
aznd whip-like antenna to
find thin places in the ice, the
.3, atomic submarine ‘‘Skate”’
surfaced at the North Pole
with the ashes of Sir Hubert
Wilkins, the Australian-born
polar explorer who died last
December. .
The bmarine « ler
said that his men left the hoat

and put a table on the iee.
Someone provided red torches.
As the snow whirled around
them, one of the officers read
a prayer that Sir Hubert him-
self had written. His ashes
were then given ta the strong
wind that seattered them far
and wide, A rifle squad fired
the last salute.

ATOMIC SUBMARINES

The U8, atowmie submirine
Skate' has returned from
her secomd trip under the ive
surrounding the North Pole.
A few marks and some rust on
hier sides were the only visible
signs of her 3,090-mile voyage.
during which she surfaced and
examined the nature and char-
aeteristies of the polar ice in
winter.  As a resalt, it is now
appavent that an atomie sub-
matrine is capable of staying
hidden under water indefinite.
Iv. s ean surface from under
iee in any weather and fire
missiles.

What this means in a wider
sense was referred to by Viee
Admiral Pirie, Deputy Chief of
the U8, Navy's air operations,
In speaking of Soviet sul.
mavines, the Admiral said, tha
armed  with nuclear missiles.
these constituted a far greater
dunger to  national  security
than anything yet developed.
Inereasing  in  numbers, the

menace would become even
greater when  the  Russians
launched atomie submarines.

As things stood, the only way
to combat existing submarines
armed  with  rockets was to
sink them before they fired
their missiles.  In the case of
atomic  submurines, however,
it was extremely diffieult to
detect them.

In ity latest aunual report.
General Dynamies Corporation.
which makes American atom-
powered  submarines, forsees
the day when such eraft conld
remain off the coasts of an
enemy country  for indefinite
periods.
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The legend of the **Shinano®’
has grown with the years amd
50 too has the confusion as to
her appearance and character-
istics. Recent articles in United
States and Japanese periodicals,
compiled frgm interviews with
Japanese naval anthorities and
uecess to the Second Demobilisa-
tion Bureau’s report **General
deseriptions of the *Shinane,” ™
are in agreement on the basic in-
formation about the giant car-
rier.

~*Shinano™" was laid down at
Yokosuka naval base on April
7. 1940, as a third battleship of
the **Yamato'" elass. Construe-
tion proceeded in a specially
constructed dry dock sereened
by high standstone eliffs. During
late 1940 and early 1941, work
on the **Shinano™ was slowed
down as materials and man-
power were ntilised in the more
urgent aireraft carcier and con-
version  programme.  Barly
Japanese successes in sinking

MYSTERY CARRIER

By Robert N. 8heridan — from **The Navy”

American and  British  battle-
ships cast doubts on the utility

of the **Shinano™” and von-
struction was  slowed  even
further.

After Midway, the Japanese
needd for replacement ecarriers
led to plans for eonverting
severa!  ships  already under
construction into aireraft car.
riers. *'Shinano™™ was one of
these. Viee-Admiral  Sei-ichi
Iwamura. Chief of the Naval
Technical HBureau, and Viee-Ad-
miral Keiji Fukuda, the design-
er of the “*Yamato'™ elass.
worked jointly on plans 10 con-
vert  the **Shinano’™ into a
strong Hoating base, capable of
landing, launehing and sapply-
ing  naval aireraft  operating

from land bases or other car-
riers. The ship would ecarry no
planes of her own and would
have no facilities for storing air-
eraft. In combat, the **Shinano'™
would have become a huge un-
sinkable spare flight deck fronr
which aireraft could refuel and
rearm to fight until destroyed or
until fuel and ammunition were
exhausted.

Naval air headyuarters pre-
ferred a design change which
wonld make the ‘*Shinano’" a
true aireraft carrier, and, after
lengthy discnssion, a compro-
wise was approved, **Shinano™”
hecame a 63,000 ton island-type
carrier  capable of supplying
many aireraft but carrying only
1= fighters, 18 attack planes and
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six scouts, A reserve of five air-
eraft was also carried aboard
Final plans were completed in
September, 192, but work on
the conversion had alveady be-
gun during that same summer,
When conversion began, the
hull was complete up to the main
deck. It was a battleship hull
with triple bottom and armour-
ed bulges and the plans called
for merely placing flight deck.
island, and hangar facilities
upon the already completed
structure. Great emphasiz was
placed upon armour protection
and in many instances the plan-
ned battleship armour was re-
tained but in a lesser thickness.
The belt was reduced to eight
inches instead of the original
16 inches, while the barbettes
and magazines now had seven-
inch protection. Inside the huge
barbettes, high speed armoured
elevators were installed to take
bombs, torpedoes and ammuni-
tion directly to the flight deck.
The magazines were converted
to handle aviation ordnance,
The one level hangar was
divided into two sections by an
athwartship armoured bulkhead.
The forward section of the han-
gar was to house the fighter
complement and the after sec-

tion, the balance of the aireraft. After a brief

Much of the hanger deck was
open on the sides with rolling
steel shutters which could be
closed during rough weather, as
in most American carriers. The
fight-deck was covered with
three-inch  armour over which
was  plueed a  latex-sawdust-
cement  substance, this  being
used in place of flight deck lum-
ber which was in short supply.
In all. 17,694 tons of armour
were ineluded in the carrier.

“*Shinano's'’ protection was
not all passive. but she ecarried
16 five-ineh ALA. guns in twin
monnts and 140 25 mm. machine
vuns, mounted in 33 triple
mounts and many twin and
single mounts. In addition, 12
4.7-inch multiple rocket laun-
chers  were  installed in twin
mounts. each launcher capable
of firing 28 or 30 rockets at one
walvo. “Junye’ is also said to
have carried such rockets, but
in both instances information
as to the appearance and loca-
tion of these lunchers has not
heen fortheoming.

After the battle of the Philip-
pine Sea. work on “Shinano ™’
reached a fever piteh with the
result that the ship was floated
on November 11, 1944, and
commissioned on November 19.
shakedown in

beer in

handy cans

FOSTER'S LAGER
VICTORIA BITTER

Tokyvo Bay. the carrier was
ordered south to the safer
waters of the inland sea. ‘‘Shin-
ano’’ departed from Yokosuka
at 1800 on November 28, for her
first and only sea voyage, carry-
ing with her a large number of
vard workers, Destoyers ** Hama-
kaze,”" **Tsokaze and **Yuki-
kaze'* formed her escort. At
0317 on November 29, United
States submarine ** Archerfish’’
fired six torpedoes at a “‘Sho-
kaku'' class ecarrier and heard
four of them hit. ** Archerfish™’
went deep to avoid the destroyer
connter attack and lost contact
with her target.

“*Shinano™" had been hit by
four torpedoes near the stern.
but her Captain. confident that
his ship was unsinkable, held
speed at 15 knots over the rough
seas, The “*Shinano's”" unfinish-
ed condition gradually became
apparent as sea water flooded
the damaged compartments and
began to penetrate other parts
of the ship. Watertight packing
around eables and pipes was
leaky or non-existent and many
watertight doors were not yet
fitted. Damage control crews
were unable to contain the water
even when speed was finally re-
dueed. Counter flooding equip-
ment was also ineffective. At
1018. November 29, the carrier
rolled over and sank with al-
most half of her ship's company.

“SHIP YARDS AMONG BEST
IN WORLD"

“ Australian s hi p building
‘know-how’ was equal to that
of any other country,”” the
general manager of the Aus-
tralian Coastal Shipping Com-
mission (Mr. F. J. Mercovich)
said recently.

World-class designing and
work techniques had eut four
months off the construction
time of the new £1,500,000 Bass
Strait car and passenger ferry.

The ferry, which is being
built at the State Dockyard,
Neweastle, was originally plan-
ned to go into operation in
November this year.
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HEN the
(6,800 tons) completed
her trials and was handed over

*Bulimba’

“BULIMBA”

to her owners, the British
India Steam Navigation Co.
Ltd., the ultimate result of
months of planning and build-
ing was seen. The first of five
new cargo liners being built by
Messrs. Harland Wolff
Limited, she incorporates many
unusual features; the most
noticeable being the position of
the machinery — there being
one hold aft of the engine room
— the presence of a long poop
and the arrangement of deck
cranes and streamlined mast.

All weather deck hatches are
large and closed by single pull
MacGregor hatch covers ar-
ranged for push-button control
whilst the ’'tween deck hateh
covers will be flush MacGregor
pattern hydraulically operated
and remotely controlled from
the weather deck. Cargo hand-
ling gear is of two types:—

(1) Five 3-ton electric deck
cranes covering No. 1., the
forward part of No. 2., the
after part of No. 3., and the
whole of No. 4. holds.

(2) Electric winches o tin
4> 10 ton ‘derricks wipt;neleez-
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tric topping winches covering
the after part of No 2 and the
forward part of No. 3 holds.
In addition the skylight strue-
ture over the engine room is
arranged in the form of slab
hatch covers and No. 4 deck
crane may remove these and
plumb the engine room itself.

All the cranes are of Asea
manufacture and three tons
capacity. At the request of the
British India Steam Navigation
Company Ltd., the handling
platform has been extended
slightly to give the operator a
good view of the hatch opening
and overside working. The four
A.C. electric cargo winches with
Ward Leonard control are of
Clarke Chapman manufacture,
as are the windlass and two
warping capstans aft. Deep
tanks for the carriage of edible
oil and water ballast are
arranged at the after end of
No. 3 lower hold.

The propelling machinery
consists of one two-stroke cycle,
single-acting, opposed piston,
eccentric crosshead type deisel

engine of the Harland & Wolff
—B & W latest design, having
six eylinders 620 mm. bore with
a4 combined stroke 1,870 mm.
and fitted to burn heavy oil.
Turbocharged by two Napier
type MS500/4 pressure charged
blowers. this engine is designed
for & maximum output of 6700
BHP. Service speed is 16 knots.

The *‘Bulimba’* will operate
on the Company's Service
between Australia, Asia and the
Persian Gulf. She left London
on Af;il lll;no: her maiden voy-
age after ing, for Karahi,
Bombay, Madras and Calcutta.

. The Master of the ‘‘ Bulimba'’
is Captain W. E. Davies who
joined the Comj as a
Junior Officer in , 1927,
The Chief Engineer Officer is
Mr. J. G. Byers, who joined the
Company as a Fourth i
Officer in March, 1935,

The ms. ‘‘Bulimba’ is the
second ship owned by the
B.ISN. Co Ltd. to bear this
name; which is after a suberb
of Brisbane, Queensland, Aus-
tralia. The first of 2,503 tomns
gross was acquired by the
Company in 1899, and was
sold in 1922,



Nautical Notes From All Compass Points

UEENS TO BE

LACED

HE 80000-ton (Cunard

liners, *‘Queen Mary’  and
“‘Queen Elizabeth™, are ex-
pected to be replaced by
snper-liners on the Southamp-
ton-Cherbourg-New York run.
The Cunard company have
asked for Government help in
rebuilding, because -of big sub-
sidies given to their American
competitors.

The first news that the Brit-
ish Government were consider-
ing the question of replacing the
“*Queens’’ was announced in
Parliament by the Minister of
Transport, Mr. Harold Watkin-
son. In answer to a question, he
admitted that the matter had
already been discussed with the
Cunard company, in whose
organisation the Government
were already a shareholder.

COCKATOO DOCKS
& ENGINEERING
€O. PTY. LTD.

[ ]

Shipbuilders

Marine

and

General Engineers
Contractors #o . . .
H.M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY
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SYDNEY
'Phone: WB 1941
(10 lines)

Between  them, these two
ships have carried more than
1i-million passengers. In addi-
tion, they cach transported
about 80,000 troops during the
Second World War. Some of
them were Australians,

Built in 1936 and 1940 re-
spectively, the *‘Queen Mary'’
and *‘Queen Elizabeth'® both

exceed 80,000 displacement.
They are the largest ships
afloat.

L L] L]

BUDGIE TROUBLE
VEN Queens have trouble
at times. A pet of the ward-

room, a budgerigar named
Joey, was put off the liner
“Queen  Elizabeth'' because

some members of the erew said
that he was a Jonah.

He was certainly a stowaway.
for he joined the ship a couple
of months ago without a ticket.
Since then the !iner has been
dogged with gales, hurricanes
and foes that have repeatedlv
slowed down her ecrossings.
Superstitious sailors whose
leave had to be cut began to
blame Joey; rumours were
started, and. finally, the Cap-
tain had to order him ashore.
Joey, who had made ten Atlan-
tic crossings, is understood to
talk freely about his ex-
periences in language reminis-
vent of wardrooms anywhere.

THE SKIN GAME

TYROFFESSORIAL effort at

.Cambridge University is
reported as being directed to-
wards experiments with a flex-
‘ible skin barge which it hoped
will reach a stage where it will
be able to transport up to
10,000 tons of erude oil, petrol
or kerosene, or even light solids
such as grain.

BASB STRAIT FERRY

CHEDULED for the Mel-

bourne-Tasmania run, the
£2.million car ferry, Princess
of Tasmania, should be under-
going sea trials in August.
Built in Neweastle (N.S.W.)
the 4600 ton ‘*Princess™™ is
designed to carry 124 cars and
334 passengers. Her owners, the
Australian National Line expect
wreat things of her.

Those taking a car to Tas-
mania or the mainland will
drive straight on to the ship
through a loading hatch eut in
her stern, and along the port
side to a car park where guick-
release gear secures the vehicle
against  dumage in a4 seaway.
Loading and unloading should
take less than an hour. Passen-
gers have the choice of a eabin
berth or comfortable chairs in
two large lounges.

Speeial docks to facilitate
londing are being built at
Melbourne, Devonport, Burnie
and Bell Bay, into which the
“Princess”  will manoeuvre
with the aid of how propellers,

The Master of the ‘‘Princess’”
will be Captain W. B, Williams.
whose most recent command was
“*Eugowra™ on the Melbourne-
Devonport run.

LENGTHY LAW BUIT

ITIGATION extending over

twelve years following an
explosion in the steamship
“*Mahia'' was recently con-
cluded in Melbourne. The effect
of the judgment is that 39
cousignees of cargo sre entitled

to recover some £50,000 in
damages,
Ten ship’s painters and

dockers trapped below were
killed in the explosion which
oceurred in August, 1947,
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EVEN 'huge petrol tankers.

four of which exveed 40,000
tons, will be delivering oil to
Australian refineries within the
next two years. Two of them
have been chartered by the
Vacuum Oil Co. With a capa-
city of 87,000 tons. these two
ships will discharge at Adelaide
and Melbonrne,

Designed to carry 23-million
gallons of crude oil, these
tankers will be 835 ft. long and
122ft. wide. With a loaded
draught of 47 ft. they will not
be able to berth m Melbourne,
until part of their cargo has
been drawn off in Adelaide.

Two other tankers each with
a capaeity of 46,500 tons of
erude oil will come into serviee
with the Vacuum Oil Co. later
in the year. Both ships are
nearing completion, one in Swe-
den, the other in Japan. When
finally run in, these ves s are
expected to make the voyage
from the Persian Gulf to Mel-
bourne in eighteen days.

The 32,000 ton tanker being
built for Ampol Petroleum Co.
at Whyalla will be the largest
vessel to be built in Australia.
Another tanker of 24,700 tons
deadweight is also being built
for Ampol in Belgium. [t will
be used between Sumatra and
the Kurnell refinery in New
South Wales,

To be in serviee by 1961, »
tanker of 27500 tons is being
built for H. (", Sleigh Pty. Ltd.
Thisx ship will run between
Sumatra and Botany Bay.

- L] .
DRIVEN BY EXHAUST GAS
UOTED from the ‘‘Petro-
leum Gazette ™", is an aceount
of the trials on the Clyde early
this year of the new ore
carrying ship ‘‘Morar”’, built
by Rankin & Blackmore Ltd. of
Greenock.
The “‘Morar'. 9,200 tons, is
the first ocean-going ship to be
powered by free-piston exhaust
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gas-turbine machinery. The tur-
bine. driven by exhaust gases
instead of steam, is supplied by
three diesel gasifiers. The power

unit develops 2,500 shaft H.P. |

and has a service speed of 11
knots.

The turbine installation is
the produet of the Lithgow
Power Development Co., a
company formed for the pur-
pose of promoting this pioneer
enterprise. A more powerful
turbine of the kind is to be
installed in a vessel of 11,300
tons which is being built by the
siume firm for the Tresta Ship-
ping vo. of Nassau, Bahamas.

- L -

ORIENT AND PACIFIC
LINES

JRMED by the P & O Com-
pany and Orient Line with
a vombined fleet of twenty-eight
30,000-tons ships, the joint en-
terprise  indicates  Britain's
estimate of the potential of the
Pacific as one of the world’s
great passenger shipping areas.
Schedules of sailings worked
out provide for sailings from
Sydney to North Ameriea,
either on the direet route via
Auckland and mid-Pacifie ports,
or via Manila, Hong Kong,
Japan and Hawaii.

& Branches

(From Page 9)
across France to Strashourg.
From there a connecting pipe-
line, which must run under the
Rhine at one point, will be laid
to Karlsruhe, the entire dis-
tance being 480 miles. The ad-
vantage in piping oil in this
way into Germany is that it
cuts out the long tanker haul
through the Mediterranean,
around Spain and Franee, and
then down the Rhine by barge.
Pipe-line costs are considerably
less than tanker costs.

There is a further plan to
extend the French pipe-line
further northwards, and so
connect with the other two
lines at Cologne. The gap be-
tween Karlsruhe and Cologne
is only 150 miles,

French interest in this pipe-
line project is tremendous, be-
cause it is hoped that oil from
the Sahara will & flow into
Europe by this mesns, Costing
something in the nature of
£35-million, and due to be com-
pleted by 1961, most of the
large. oil companies have pool-
ed resources in a special com-
pany, formed to construct that
section of pipe-line from the
Mediterranean to Strasbourg.



THE NORTHERN BEAT

from “'Logbook” — the Queensland Sea Cadets’ Magazine

AT 0300 one Saturday morn-
ing in August, 1958, 1 ar-
rived at the Darwin Wharf to
join HM.AS, “Emu”. Onm
the wharf were various char-
acters sipping beer and mak-
ing ribald remarks to each
newc¢omer, However, they
were quite helpful in lowering
baggage over the wharf side
on to the ship which was 20
ft. below. They also were most
careful to point out where the
rungs of the 20 {t. ladder were
missing when passengers slow-
ly wended their way down.
Actually, there were only four
passengers—all of whom were
to be dropped along the way
after completing their specifie
jobs.

HMAS. “Emu’.’ a 250-ton
diesel tug under command of
Lieutenant Commander A. M.
Downs, R.ANR.'s, was on
her way for a refit in Sydney
after two years of patrol duties
operating out of Darwin.
Many strange and interesting
trips had she done and many
more she will probably do, but
this trip will stand high in her
list of achievements.

Saturday and Sunday were
rough. The main deck was
constantly awash, the mess
decks had inches of water over
them, the forepeak became

ooded and the forecastle
awning was forcibly removed.
I was fascinated watching my
shoes and hat washing from
one side of the cabin to the
other, but too sick to do any-
thing about it.

Just before daylight on
Saturday morning, Bill Shep-
herd wakened Jake, the Chief
ERA. to tell him that the
bilge pump wonld not work.
Curging aloud, Jake forced his
way into the engine room to
see what could be done. Thus

commenced almost continuous
attemps over a period of 12
days to keep the water down
in the bilges. The main bilge
pump was repaired only to
break down again. The aux-
iliary pumps proved useless
and the hand pumps had to be
manned,

On the Monday, “‘Emu"
anchored in a small bay in the
Wessel Islands, but despite
every effort to make the
pumps work, everyone had to
work on the hand-pumps to
lower the water sufficiently
for the main engines to turn
over. At this stage, a message
was sent to Darwin for spare
parts and a motor pump to be
delivered by ‘'plane or ship,
and on the following morning
an R.AAF. ’plane made a drop
on a small beach on Marchin-
bar Island.

Several trips were made
ashore by the fortunate few,
and we met an almost primi-
tive tribe of aborigines. Primi-
tive to the extent that they are
visited only once or twice a
year by a far away Mission.
The tribe consisted of the here-
ditary King of the tribe called
(phonetically) “‘Singaloo’’,
whose father and grandfather
had lived and died on the is-
land. With him were four
‘*Marys"’, four boys and picea-
ninnies. The homes consisted
of half tanks and completely
ignored were the well-founded
latrines and bathrooms eclose
by, presumably left there since
World War II. For a tin of
‘‘bacey’’ Perce obtained a
woomera and spear, and Jake,
Bill and I obtained several
grass mats for an old pipe,
cigarettes and a mouldy loaf
of bread.

The whole engine room crew
now almost out on theit feet,

and the rest of the erew were
not much better. Tassie en-
tertained crew members around
the mess table telling dits—
ably supported by Bill, Bun-
gey, Jack and Boats. It was
during this session that a hunt
was made for two steel balls—
for what purpose I have vet to
find out.

At 1500 on Thursday,
HAMAS. Fremantle was due
to arrive, but eontinued heavy
weather in the Arafura Sea de-
layed her until 1930. Then a
team of engineering experts
descended on board **Emu’’
and effected temporary repairs
—sufficient to allow her to
proceed on her way. Even so,
it was necessary for everyvone
to take a turn on the hand
pump to lower the water in the
engine room.

By G. B. O'NEILL

Secretary, Navy League
(Queensland Division)

Friday morning found us at
sea, and as the weather did not
improve, a course was set for
Groote Eylandt. Bill had kept
saying that ‘‘once we were in
the Gulf we would be all
right'’. Everyone on board
hoped so, but we were to find
that our troubles had only
started.

On Saturday night, we
anchored in Port Langdon,
and on the Sunday, went
ashore to visit the Mission Sta-
tion. There we were shown
round the mission and drop-
ped one of our passengers who
had a job to do. Very little
happened here apart from two
hours spent in a motor boat
half-way to the shore, with
Bungey and Bill almost pulling
the motor to pieces to make it
go.

THE NAVY
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The following day we pre-
pared to sail for the southern
part of Groote Eylandt with a
native boy on hoard as **pilot”".
There was no time to repair
the air starting valves, which
had now refused to operate
satisfactorily. Eventually, the
main motors started. but until
these valves were completely
dismantled and refitted, it
would be impossible to start
the motors again or, il neces-
sary, go astern.

It was neeessary to go astern
in a hurry at approx. 1430
when the water shoaled rapid-
Iy, desipte the *"pilot’s"" assur-
ance that “‘plenty water all
over'.  As a result, “*Emu’’
found herself on top of a sand
bank, with a few rocks to
make it interesting. On the
falling tide, little progress was
made with the kedge. nor with
the assistance of the home-
made motor boat manned by
several aboriginal fishermen

from the mission who had come
out to meet us.

While we bumped on the bot-
tom, the engine room crew re-
paired the air starting valves,
and the seamen gathered
around the stern swapping
**dits’* and fishing. Both pas-
times were successful, for four-
teen nice black bream were
caught and, during one of the
“dits’’, we were told of the
trials and tribulations of a
Chinese cook on board a tanker
who didn’t get paid. (There is
an Aet in Queensland which
prevents me from giving you
the full story).

The motor pump and hand
pumps removed at least 5 tons
nf water from the bilges
and, with a rising tide, use of
the main engines and hauling
in on the kedge, “‘Emu'’ eame
off the bank just after 0200 on
Tuesday morning—12  hours
aground,

While the rest of the crew
remained on board ecarrying
out necessary chores, the C.0.,
Pussa, Jim, Perce, Sparks and
myself went ashore in the
motor boat. The two other
passengers had Dbeen sent
ashore the day before in the
mission vessel.

We proceeded up a small
river until we reached a land-
ing stage about a mile up-
stream. Leaving Pussa to look
after the boat, we set off on
foot along the three-mile track
to the Mission. After a short
distance the C.0. spotted a
bieyele alongside the track,
and without further ado, set
off for the mission to send
back transport. I understand
he made a trinmphal entry into
the Mission, escorted by scores
of native children.

In the middle of the after-
noon we all returned (inelud-
ing the bike) by Land Rover
to the landing stage, made our
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last farewells, and pushed out
to the middle of the river—
where we became stuck. And
this was the pattern down to
the river mouth. There it was
impossible to go any further.
Quite an interesting situation
with only one tide every 24
hours, little food and the pros-
pect of a night on the beach.
Fortunately, however, Sparks
was able to go back to the ship
in a native fishing craft and
sent back some victuals, Whilst
collecting the food from the
natives, both Perce and [ be-
came hogged in a treacherous
part of the beach. but finally
freed omrselves with only wet
shorts and sodden tobaceo,
matches and cigarettes to show
for it.

A fire was built on the fore-
shore and there we dried our
shorts, toasted monldy hread.
and each ate our quota of food

A SMUGGLING YARN

The Tall Ship. By James Dillon
White. (Heinenvann).

This is a smuggling yarn, but
the contraband cargo is not
brandy nor guns nor dinmonds,
but an odd assortment of human
beings—16 all told—who are
trying to escape from captivity
into freedom. They are, in fact,
war refugees, and their landfall
is (o they hope) Palestine.

Captain Magraw is the chief
smuggler, and his craft is a 50-
year-old barquentine. To begin
with, the voyage goes smoothly
enough, but, in the end, the port
authorities question his eargo,
and the Captain is not allowed
to unship it. Quite undaunted,
he resolves to et his refu.;zm_u;
into Palestine, even though it
means sailing round the world.
In a sense, it does mean sail-
ing around the world—or at any
rate around a very large part
of it—and during the course of
that voyage the veteran smug-
gler meets a woman, named
Trudi, who adds romance to the
tale.

—J.HB.P.

(rigist down to the last part of
the tinned pear!) Being an
old sailor, Pussa elected to
take the first watch, and the
rest of us had little sleep be-
fore midnight with the story
telling that went on. I took
over after midnight, and was
entertained with the snores,
the caustic comments of one
who constantly complained he
was not getting enough of the
fire, and the abrupt awaken-
ing of Perce, who dreamt two
abos. had him arcund the neck
and were pulling him along
the beach.

Finally at 0300 we broke
camp and waded to the boat
where we remained for over
two hours before the tide rose
sufficiently for us to proceed.
During  this  period. Perce
eluimed he saw a 15 ft. shark
in 18 in. of water. He is still
eonvineed,

Arriving back at the ship as
dawn was breaking, we were
greeted with (subdued) laugh-
ter by all on board. Shortly
after we sailed for Port Lang-
don where we anchored till the
following day.

From the time “*Emu’’ went
aground, the engine room staff
slaved away in an effort to re-
medy the major and several
minor defeets. In desperation.
they ecannibalised a pipe from
the cable locker, disconneeted
the main hilge line and fitted
the pipe directly into the
bilges. In this way it became
possible to pump out all but
u foot of water from the en-
gine room. Thus, ‘““Emu’’ sail-
ed for Weipa.

It was quite interesting ap-
proaching Weipa with inade-
quate charts. There were bea-
cons and buoys all over the
place—placed tkere by the
bauxite company whose plans
were not held on board, des-
pite all my efforts to obtain
them before sailing. However,
we had a small plan on board
which enabled us to reach the

entrance to the Embley River.
Ahead of the ship was

in the outboard swinging the
lead constantly, with Bungey
worried that the ship would
run over the whaler. Creep-
ing within 30 yards of the
shore we entered the river,
only to find that the channel
was not where it should have
been. Manoeuvring around and
around with Pussa once more
heaving the lead, **Emu’’ final-
ly anchored in a reasonable
depth of water and anchored
for the night.

Apart from swamping the
motor bozt during the above
evolutions, no one was at all
concerned until they found out
the next day that the mission
stution had arranged a picture
show  tor us, and, far more
disappointing, a grog party by
the buuxite company. 1 was
the bearer of this news (armed
with several loaves of fresh
bread tfrom Jimmy Winn, the
Mission Superintendent) when
I returned on hoard late that
sunday night. The bread was
a consolation prize, as we had
had mouldy or *‘penicillin®’
bread for the previous week.

Whilst ashore I had the op-
portunity of speaking over the
radio to several friends scat-
tered all over the Gulf. Sail-
ing from Weipa on Monday
morning, we had no difficulty
negotiating the channel, as the
(0. had obtained up-to-date
charts from the surveyor
ashore. He was Commander
Hunt, formerly of the RAN.,
and now with the bauxite com-
pany.

By now one would have
thought all our troubles were
over, but just before arriving
at Thursday Island, a further
defeet developed which requir-
ed attention by an engineer
ashore.

Can you blame me for leav-
ing “Emu’’ at Thursday Is-
land and flying back to Bris-
bane ? :
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THE UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

By REGINALD HARGREAVES — from “The Navy”

HE outbreak of the Ameri-

can War of Independence
committed the second Continen-
tal Congress to the task of
improvising hoth an Army and
a Navy. To provide a nucleus
for the latter the Marine Com-
mittee gave authorization for
four vessels to be armed and
fitted out for sea. To officer and
man these craft an appeal was
wade to the mercantile marine
and to the hardy fisherfolk of
Salem, Marblehead, Providence
and Baltimore. From the outset,
however, the needs of the Navy
had to compete with the far
greater attractions of privat-
eering. Sailing under letters of
marque proved so profitable,
ir: short, that some 70,000 prime
seamen preferred the more
individual and remunerative
life of the privateersman to
stricter service aboard a man-
o'war. In vonsequence, the
Continental Navy was never
iore than the simulacrum of
a Fighting Marvine; and this
despite the weighty adviee of
John Paul Jones to ‘‘establish
an  Academy under proper
masters’’ for the instruection
of those intent on seeking &
career in their country's Sea
Service. ' Indeed, the whole
question of establishing a per-
manent naval foree was so
bedevilled by emotional prejud-
ice that within two years of the
conclusion of the peace treaty
with Britain the last United
States warship was sold and
converted into a merchantman.

In 1794 the raids on Ameri-
can commerce by Algerine
pirates had reached such
damaging heights that the
authorities determined to re-
constitute their Navy- Even so.
no . thoroughgoing school of
instruction was founded to
ensure a steady flow of trained
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Officers
fleet.

Then in 1843 an event
oceurred whose outcome was
significantly to influence the
manner in which future Officers
were selected and trained for
service under the Stars and
Stripes.

Amongst the ship’s company
aboard the 10-gun  brig
“Somers’’ was Acting Mid-
shipman Philip Spencer, the
turbulent, unruly son of the
contemporary Secretary for
War. Thrust into the Sea
Service in the forlorn hope
that he might acquire a little
diseipline and self-restraint, he
had speedily established him-
self as a malcontent ever rea<l;
to set his Captain's authority at
defiance. At last it was reportec
te Commander Alexander Mae-
kenzie that his rebellious sub-
ordinate was conspiring to
murder the Officers, seize the
ship, and turn pirate, Spencer
and two fellow conspirators
were promptly arrested and

into the expanding

arraigned before a Court eof
Officers on a charge of *‘ attem

ted mutiny.’’ Evidence ot-thz
guilt was overwhelming, and by
sentence of the Court they
were hanged from the yardarm,

When the vessel eventually
arrived in New York, news of
the event occasioned tremen-
dous public excitement and
nation-wide controversy. Mae-
kenzie was tried but exonerated
by a Naval Court, since it was
clear that he had done no more
than his duty. What was
equally obvious was the fact
that the whole system of ap-
pointing Officers to the Navy
was in urgent need of the most
drastic overhaul, with partie-
ular emphasis on the necessity
to exercise more care in the
selection and training of Naval
personnel.

Thus it came about that in
the October of 1845 the Hon-
ourable George Baneroft, the
vontemporary Secretary of the
Navy, took over the semi-
moribund Fort Severn at Anna-
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polis, Maryland, to accommod-
ate 50 students, seven instruc-
tors, and a rigid diseipliwarian
— Commander Franklin Buch-
anan— as the United States
Naval Academy’s first Superin-
tendent.

In the first instance, the Mid-
shipman’s course of instruction
extended over five years: Of
these only the first and last
were devoted to tuition at the
Aeademy. the intervening per-
iod being spent afloat; a con-
cession to those shellback
reactionaries who scoffed at the
very idea of ‘‘training Naval
Officers ashore’’.

With the progressive expan-
sion of the United States
Fighting Marine, the need
arose to enlarge the Academy's
facilities. Beginning in 1899,
following Congressional ap-
proval for an appropriation of
$10,000,000, the institution was
almost entirely rebuilt and very
considerably expanded. In the

t . the Academy area
extended over 256 acres along
the west bank of the Severn
River, on which were erected
219 major buildings. In these
days installations directly sup-
porting the Academy inelude
the Naval station, a small-
eraft fotilla of about 150
sailing and power-driven ves-
sels, an air faeility operating up
1o 50 aireraft, a hospital and a
dairy. In the grounds are to
be found a handsome Chapel.
spacious elub premises for the
use of the Faculty, the prem-
jses of the United States Naval
Institate, and a well-organized
Maritime Museum.

At the present time the
student hody — known as the
Brigade — numbers about 3,800
at the beginning of the year; a
total which, through the pro-
cesses of attrition, diminishes to
approximately 3,600 for the
twelve months. Its members rate
as Midshipmen in the United
States Navy, with pay at
$81.12 a month, plus a ration
allowance. Out of this sum the

k.

Midshipman is under obligation
to repay —over his fouryear
period of tuition — the sum of
#600 advanced for the purchase
ot uniforms, clothing, textbooks
and equipment. Medical, dental
and hospital services are avail-
able free of charge. But the
Midshipman is expected to live
frugally; the avoidance of debt
being regarded as a factor ol
major importance in character
building—the Academy’s prim-
ary responsibility.

Nominations to the Academy,
for aspirants between the ages
of 17 and 22, are made by the
President of the United States,
the Vice-President, and the
Senators. Representatives and
Delegates of Congress. A total
of 320 enlisted men of the
regular Navy and Marine Corps
and the Naval and Marine
Corps Reserves, may be desig-
nated annually: while the son
of any recipient of the Con-
gressional Medal of Honour —
the American equivalent of the
Vietoria (ross — qualifies for
nomination automatically.
Urther reservations are allocated
to applicants from the Naval
Reserve  Officers  Training
Corps. With few exceptions,
appointments are on a compet-
itive basis; the educational
standard being equivalent to
that required for admission to
colleges and universities gener-

ally throughout the TUnited
States.,
The Naval Academy has

three major sub-divisions: (a)
the administration, (b) the
academic department, respon-
sible for tuition in both general
and professional subjects, and
(e) the executive department,
which looks after the living
accomodation and assumes
responsibility for discipline,
military indoetrination, charac-
ter building, and instruction in
certain specialized activites —
physical eduecation, pe
defence, ‘‘survival,”’ and ree-
reational sports.

The Academy Staff is headed

by the Admiral-Superintendent,
with the Commandant of Mid-
shipmen as his Second-in-Com-
mand. Internal discipline is
maintained by a Midshipman
“‘Officer’’ organization com-
posed of the first (semior)
cluss. By a system of rotation
these ‘‘stripers'’ are afforded
generous opportunity to exer:
cise both tactical and adminis-
trative leadership, and thus
accustom themselves to the as-
sumption of responsibility.

To cope with the ramifica-
tions embodied in a eurriculum
that ranges from the mysteries
of ship stability to a know-
ledgeable appreciation of world
liternture, calls for a teaching
staff of 270 Officers and 200
eivilian tutors.

Under instruction from 6.15
am. to 1015 p.m. each day.
with a half-day on Saturday,
the Midshipman puts in about
25 per cent., more semester
hours than the average eivilian
institution requires for a Bach-
elor degree. Approximately 49
per cent. of his time is alloe-
ated to the seciences and
engineering, mathematics,
chemistry, physics, mechanies,
electrical engineering, electron-
jes and the nuclear theory.
Some 24 per cent. of his at-
tention is given to the social
humanities — economics,  his-
tory, government, English lit-
erature, and a choice of one
of six foreign languages.
Another 24 per cent- is directed
to such purely professional
subjects as aviation, ordnance,
seamanship, navigation, naval
machinery, naval tactics and
operational procedure, and
naval construction. The balance
of the programme is devoted
to physical recreation and
athletics. Classes are small —
averaging 14 to 15—so that
instruction can be on a really
personalized basis. Extra tui-
tion in any subjeet which has
presented particular difficulty
to the individual, can always
be arranged.
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Discipline is rigid and un-
relaxing. The first-year Mid-
shipman — known as a “plebe’’
—is required always to be at
‘‘attention,’”’ braced up and
alert, and impeccably uni-
formed, whenever he is outside
the four walls of his room —
save on the athleties field, In
mess he sits straight in his
chair and speaks only when
spoken to, while in the words
of one Admiral-Superintendent,
‘‘he salutes everything that
moves and a few things that
do not”’,

Even for upper-classmen
’:[n’e is real, life is earnest’’.
For under the disciplinary
system prevailing ‘‘a limiting
number of demerits is pres-
cribed for each year, the num-
bers becom_iug progressively
less. Exceeding the limit pres-
cribed usually results in ‘sep-
aration’.’’ Offences fall roughly
into two categories. (1) simple
infractions of the rules or
failure to live up to the expec-
ted standard of punctuality,
neatness and turn-out; and (2)
offences involving moral turpi
tude or particularly flagrant
violations of Standing Orders
—such as indulgence in aleo-
holic beverages or the unauth-
orized possession and use of an
automobile. Untruthfulness,
cheating and stealing are un-
forgivable sins and invariably
result in ‘‘rustication.”’

W ‘‘Plebes’’ are permitted

shore leave’’ to proceed into
the enchanting Georgian- Col-
onial city of Annapolis on
S‘n'turday afternoon only. But
‘ llherty:' privileges increase
progressively until the final
year, when ‘‘shore leave’’ is
authorized each afternoon and
on Saturday night, as well as
for occasional week-ends away.
Leave periods, applicable to
the entire Brigade, average
seven weeks in the year.

One particularly popular fea-
ture of the curriculum is the
annual Midshipman’s Practice
Cruise. During his attendance
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at the Academ
proceeds on
cruises, either in a warship or
an aireraft earrier, ly
integrated into the ship's com-
pany, not only does he “‘learn
by doing,”” but is afforded an
opportunity to familiarize him-
self with foreign climes and
unfamilisr ways of life. Such
br experience fur-
nishes an invaluable contribu-
tion to his general education.
With physical fitness a sine
qua nom, the Midshipman's
interest in athletics is encour-
n1ged in every possible way.
Football ranks high amongst
the many games played, and
the list of fixtures includes
matches with such formidable
opponents as the cadets from
the West Point Military
Academy and the undergrad-
uates from Yale, Cornell and
ar_lﬁgeton ‘ll.]'niversitien
illiam and M College.
Basketball vies w?g “‘the biil
game’’ for popular favour,
with baseball and lacrosse.
rowing, track-running, swim-
ming, tennis, boxing and fen-
cing boasting many adherents.
Even the youthful golf addict
is accommodated with a well-
designed 18-hole course close
at hand. Yawl and dinghy
n_a:_luag claim many prac-
titioners; an average of 10
contests a season serving to
test the skill of those who like
messing about in boats-'’
Extra-curricular  activities
cater for almost every taste;
the would-be actor or photog-
rapher finding an outlet for his
enthusiasm as readily as the
embryonic glee-singer or the
neophyte author and debater.
In all, some -50 clubs and
societies offer opportunity for
.nelf-exprunon and a broaden-
ing of interests for all members
of the Brigade. In addition, an
excellent library is at the dis-
posal of those in search of
‘‘reference’’ or further enlight-
enment.

The

each student

group of buildings
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known as Baneroft Hall com
stitutes the hub of the
Academy, For there are to be
found the Midshipmen’s sleep-
ing and living quarters, and
the mess rooms which can serve
an  excellently cooked and
ample meal to the whole Brig-
ade in 30 minutes, It is in front
of Bancroft Hall that the
formal parade and inspection
known as ‘‘noon formation”’ is
held, to the lively music of the
band. And it is from Bancroft
Hall that the Brigade, at full
strength, lmoves off for the
ceremonial parade held every
Wednesday afternoon on the
‘Wordern Field. It is an occasion
graced by the attendance of
the Admiral intendent
and all the mem of his
Staff; while many visiting
foreign dignitaries have been
privileged to take the salute
when the serried ranks mareh
forward in ‘‘review order’"
beneath their bravely flaunt-
ing Colours.



- 24- ¥KAR-OLD  Royal

Naval National Service
rating with eight weeks' ser
iviee was saluted by ceremonial
,trumpeters of the Coldstream
{Guards sounding a fanfare of
¥'See, the (onquering lHero
Comes!'" at Fishmongers® Hall
on November 11th, and among
those present to see him hon-

oured was his Commanding
Officer (Captain 8. E. Post,
‘OB.E.. RXN.).

Eleetrical  Mechanic  (2nd

Class) R. (i, Crouch, of Wool-
wich Road. Greenwich, is the
winner of this year's Doggett’s
Race, which has been rowed
from Lamdon Bridge to Chelsea
gince a Drury Lane comedian
instituted the event in 1715.
Electrical Mechanie Crouch
was given leave from H.MS.
“Collingwood™ and took off
the bell-hottoms and jumper of
a seaman to don the historie
and traditional “‘Doggett’s
coat and hadge' of a Thames

ARMY TRUMPETERS
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NATIONAL SERVICE-
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waterman. He was officially
presented 1o the Prime Warden
of the Fishmongers' Company
(Lient.-Col. Sir FEdmund Nev-
ille. Barr, M.C.v and escorted
in procession by former win-
ners of the gruelling Doggett's
Raee.

When E. M. Crouch was
drafred to HALS, ““Colling-
wood' for his initial training,
he found that the new-entry

training  officer  there  was
Lieut.-Cmdr. A. M. Stacey,
R.N.. a direet descendant of

Thomas Doggett. the man who
sturted the racve for young
watermen after older men had
refused to row him across the
Thames one rough, stormy
night in the 18th ecentury. It

E Royal Fleet Auxiliary
“Reliant”’, formerly a
grain earrier working between
the Gulf of Mexico and the
United Kingdom, left Chatham
on' November 4th for the Far
East to take up her role as the
Royal Navy's first air stores
issuing ship capable of replen-
ishing aircraft carriers at sea.
She has an endurance at sea
of 50 days’ steaming at 16
knots, and earries over 30,000
different types of aireraft
spares and general naval stores
ranging from quarter-inch dia-
meter washers to flight deck
tractors weighing two tons.
Her six holds are fitted out to
make her the most modern
travelling storeroom afloat, and
one of the thousands of
different items of stores can be
located by the civilian store
officers on board and taken up
on deck within a few minutes.
The very latest automatic ten-
sioning wineh on deck means

was a young man who eventu-
ally agreed to take the actor
acruss the water, and in grati-
tude (as well as for personal
glory, no doubt), Thomas Dog-
gett donated money to be used
annually towards a badge and
coat to be awarded to the
winner of a four-mile sculling
ruce from his two favourite
public  houses, at lLondon
Bridge (the Swan Tavern) and
(helsea (White Swan). When
Doguett died in 1721, the Fish-
mongers’ Company promised to
carry  on  the terms of his
beguest,

To-day the company and its
friends  have provided nine
racing seulling gigs for com-
petition and praetice use by
witermen who have completed
their apprenticeships  within
the previous 12 months. Pre.
vious Doggett Coat and Badge
winners have afterwards gone
on to win world senlling cham-
pionships,

New Ship Carries Over
30,000 Different “Spares”

the *Reliant™" will be able to
transfer stores to aireraft ear-
riers in unfavourable weather
vonditions,

(Conversion of the former
Ly, “Somersby ' to the RF.A,
“‘Reliant’’ has been based by
the Admiralty on the concept
that aircraft carriers should be
able to spend longer time at
sen. independent of their shore
hases.

The m.v. ““Somershy’ was
built in 1954 and traded for
two vears as & grain carrier
hefore she was bought by the
Admiralty and converted for
her new role at North Shields.

Her master is Captain H. D.
Gausden, D.2.0.. O.BE., who
has been in the Royal Fleet
Auxiliary service for 32 years.
The vessel carries a complement

of 110 officers and men. and is
fully air-conditioned for ser-
vice in the tropics. Even the
stores, stacked in hundreds of
specially designed trays and
storage eabinets. will benefit
from cool air duets located in
each of the six holds.

Eventually, ‘'Reliant’ will
earry about 40,000 diffegent
patterns of stores, and 1]
civilian officers will he perma-
nently at work on board her
maintaining store accounts and
stock levels hased on a *‘stock-
taking"' which will never end
all the time ‘‘Reliant’ is in
serviee, They will also assist
the Naval Store officer in main-
taining ledgers, which will show
at a glance where each of the
different items is stowed on
the three deck levels.
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THE CRUISE OF THE “CHIP™

A farmer who turned sailor tells the story of his first cruise

VEN in prewar days 1 was

warned against
soon as people knew how far
things had gone they rang me
up: they wrote long letters,
none of which was compli-
mentary, “*A most unsuitable
undertaking at your age,” an
elderly relative observed. Some-
one  else declared her stays
lneked trapping, and that her
knees were eracked. 1 didn't
vare. 1 loved her. 1 houghn
her for €K

For years | had wanted to
see the Murray Valley, in-
t-luc!inu those huge irrigation
projects which, commencing
with the mualti-million Hume
resevoir, extend for 1,300 miles.
Being o farmer of sorts, |
wanted to cateh a glimpse of
the southern Riverina eountry ;
the sort. that, while running
no more than a sheep to eight
or ten aeres, manages to pro-
duce some of the soundest
merine wool there is.

) The question was how to do
it at the least possible expense,
yet at a leisurely pace denied
to those who flash about in
motor cars.

“Chip" supplied the answer.
She was actually a sailing
punt, less than 12 ft. from
stem to stern, and a bare 4 ft.
of beam. But she was rigged
Marconi fashion, sporting a 17
fi. mast, sails, centreboard, and
all the rest of it. Strong in a
lard won knowledge, I'm now
prepared to admit that any-
thing less suitable for inland
navigation would be hard to
find.

But lying in Albert Park
Lake ‘in Melbourne she looked
pretty enough to warrant in-.
vestment in a yachting cap.
However, cantion suggested a
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her. As *

pair of second-hand oars. 1
used them quite a lot.
Sailing down the Murray
sounds all right, until it is
mentioned in front of someone
who really knows the river.
Then you can see you've made
a4 bloomer, even before they
state what manner of fool yoi.l
chanee to be, It can’t be done.
A fair wind might raise the
newchum's hopes. but the next
bend brings it dead ahead with
no earthly chance of tacking.
Fortunately. 1'm easily bluffed.
and had added a pocket-sized
outhoard engine to the pile
of gear before taking the water
at the riverside town of Echuea.
We did sail at odd times,
the “*Chip’ and 1, but for the
most part forestay and jib
halliards  supported a meat
safe, butter cooler and wha
washing the c¢rew of one felt
bound to undertake. That mast
made history too, since the
bridge at Murrabit had to be
raised to let us through. For
the seecond time in  twelve

al
months  the  bridge-keeper
logged a ‘‘passenger’’ vessel.
I still feel rather proud.

On a blazing hot morning
one might have expected those
concerned to feel a trifle shi
Not a bit of it, Obviously it
was n case of inches, ;
when gingerly I manoenvlg
“Chip” towards the centre
span and asked a couple of
painters what our chanees
were, they downed their
brushes and mamned the win-
ches. A passing policeman
lent o hand; so did several
small boys, and slowly the great
girders rose a few feet to let

“Uhip'" shoot through., Nice
of them, wasn’t it?
Technically one could inm

those days claim right of pass-
age at any time, for the
Murray is a ‘‘free’’ river on
which the casual tripper makes
use of Government property
valued at millions of pounds.
No payment is required,

The trouble it causes is
enormous, but, in B0 miles, 1

for
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never met with anything but
the utmost good nature. From
lock to lock they passed the
word by telephone. The
skipper of the only summer-
running river steamer spread
the news below Mildura. Some-
one was always on the look
out. “‘Half your luck,’’ they
would murmur, as I said good-
bye.

Passenger steamers go up-
river as far as Echuca when
they can, but, in the 'sixties,
Echuca ranked second only to
Port Melbourne as a shipping
base. There were boat-building
yards, slips and docks, and,
until recently, there was wharf-

for an ocean liner. One
:felhe original reasons for
penning the Murray waters
with locks and weirs, was to
provide all the year round
facilities for inland shipping.

But things evolved too fast:
railways and road tramsport
stole freights, and along the
banks tight little craft are
still tied up in idleness.

So far as ‘“‘Chip’’ and 1 were
concerned, we pushed off into
the blue, a pair of innocents

depending upon beginner’s
luck alone. Warnings rang in
my ears; tales of parties
wrecked, even drowned. It

didn’t seem possible. But it is.
Poetic phrases of the “‘Ole
Man River’' type are mislead-
ing, and on any of the three
oceasions that come to mind.
a moment’s inattention might
have spelt disaster,

I don't know whether a
Murray trip such as mine is
more difficult in high water or
in low. Anyway, at the time
of which 1 speak, the river
from Echuca down held less
water than usual, and was
dropping every day. Innumer-
able snags and sand bars were
yisible—which was something
to be thankful for—and as
many more could only be

at.
“Keep to the mud banks’’ is
a good rule. In other words,

the steeper the banks the
deeper the water at their foot.
There is a river channel some-
where, but only the sense that
comes with practice keeps one
in it. Even then it's impossible
to avoid bumping into some-
thing, and if anyone imagines
that a journey of this kind
is at all monotonous, I eun
assure them that steeplechas-
ing over red-gum snags holds
all the elements of real excite-
ment.

At almost every bend were
eddies and whirlpools suffi-
cient to toss ‘‘Chip'’ all over
the place, while, from Euston
on, were rocky reefs capable
of ripping the bottom out of
anything afloat.

Sailors don’t care, I'm told.
But the mariner who sets off
down the Murray without pay-
ing due attention to the busi-
ness in hand, is omly asking
for trouble, A fair-sized launch
was tied up below the Good
Night bend. She stove her
strakes in a week or so before
1 passed, and could expect to
remain there until the water
rises once again. I was lucky,
but T got the wind up on
several oceasions. Ome of them
was at the Toorrumbarry Weir
—the first I came to and by
far the worst.

Usually there is about 9 ft.
of water below each lock. One
sails quietly in, and, after
fulling gently with the water,
sails as quietly out. But Tur-
rumbarry was different, for
there was scarcely any water
at the downstream end. ‘‘Chip’’
and I dropped and dropped,
until the lock chamber became
an echoing cavern, and fresh-
water snails showered upon us
from the slimy walls.

Flat on the mud at last and
tied up to an intruding snag
behind which the the hard-
pressed gates spouted a cas-
cade, one wondered what would
happen if the pressure proved
too great, and, because nothing
much could be done about it,

anyway, kept eyes firmly upon
th{w gates ahead—weighing
forty tons apieee—nhi'eh
seemed to open extraordinarily
slowly.

I don’t mind admitting that
1 was glad to get out of that,
even at the cost of scraping
“‘Chip’s"’ none too solid plank-
ing on a water-skinned concrete
apron, to shoot the chute under
oars, and bring up half a mile
below.

There were exciting moments
right enough, but, as a rule,
the day began when the sun
topped the trees; when it was
good to be awake watching the
bird life beginning its morn-
ing round.

While the billies boiled, 1
ported by four lining boards
laid fore and aft along the
narrow cockpit made a com-
fortable bed. ‘This done,
“Chip”’ and her engine were
tidied up; a swim, breakfast
and we were off again won-
dering what lay around the
next bend.

Those bends! Two to one they
say when speaking of river
distance. That means that it
is twice as far by river as it
is by road, and, seeing the
Murray as I did flying home
again, it is easy to tell where
the extra distance lies. Near
Mildura is a bend eight river
miles in length—and only three
hundred yards across by land!
Here and there the stream has
shortened itself by cutting
through those narrow necks,
but trying to plot a compass
course would make one dizzy.

The voyage down stream to
Renmark in South Australia
took four weeks. I wasn’t in a
hurry. There was so much to
see and do; so many people to
yarn to, and a cigarette smoked
or a newspaper dropped means
something in places that do
not boast a radio.

Only once did I beg the
shelter of the men's hut, after
a succession of thunderstorms
had soaked everything on
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board. That was a lucky break
though, for it led to a couple
of day’s mustering amongst
coolibah, apple bush and salt
weed, as well as an introduetion
to an old-time homestead per-
ched on the most beautiful
site imaginable. It also led to
friendship with a charming
fomily. Where is it? Well, ask
for a tree earved with a broad
arrow and the words *‘700
miles from Albury, 1871"". They
will make you welecome if you
have a little boat.

But I could go on endlessly.
There was the time when a
midnight clatter sounded like
a thief in camp. No doubt
about it either, for the torch
beam showed a water rat
making off with—of all things
—the washing up mop.

I learned with surprise that
neither platypus nor eels live
in the Murray River. It was
notieed too that, while swans
require a long run to get on
the wing, pelicans can take off
much more easily, their legs
assisting with a suecession of
standing jumps,

0dd incidents come to mind,
such as the sight of six kooka-
burras setting about a hawk,
bheating him to the water with
their useful looking heaks, and
leaving him broken-winged and
bleeding to prey upon their
young mno more. Then the
mother duck put on her usual
act of trailing a broken wing
and fluttering along the surface
to lead me from her nest. With
““Chip"’ safely past, she would
rise with a perfect climbing
turn, to pass over our mast-
head an iridescent streak of
light.

Snakes—there were quan-
tities of brown and tiger
snakes, but what interested me
most were the river folk them-
selves. It was no solitary trip.
The whole population of Mil-

dura ‘mu have inspected
‘‘Chipzs#nd there is settlement
o me sort all along the
bénks. There were station prop-
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erties with lovely gardens
nratehing}n the water’s edge,
fringed with willows that lent
anr. English air. Places like Cal-
pernum still house the third
generation of pioneering fam-
ilies as old as South Australia,
while the riverside kingdoms of
Moorna, Lake Vietoria, Ned's
Corner and Kulnine all hold
Australia’s story in their hands.

““You must have had a lot
of adventures,”” a friend ob-
served, as if I had just re-
turned from the backblocks of
New Guinea. 1 think it was
Steffansson, the Arctie explorer
who said that adventures were
a sign of incompetence, I like
to think so, anyway, for none
oceurred to me.

With the comfortable feeling
of having done something ome
has always wanted to it
would be easy to pile on the
agony. To talk about the time
“Chip'’ rammed 2 mud bank,
to spring helrdcentnéboard cas-
ing on a cold, windy eveni
about Swan Hill—we ::‘]l::
that ‘‘Calamity Camp''! Of the
lock at Wentworth and the day
spent weatherbound there, the
offered shelter of the loek
chamber a veritable eavern of
the winds. Or the time tucker
ran out and we reached Mil,
dura on a breakfast of soggy
rice and apricot jam. But
wuuld, on call those adven-
tures! No, simply the makings
of a first class Murray holid.rly.

WHISKY
GALORE

H.M.8, “*Troubridge' (Com-
mander R. L. W. Lancaster.
R.N.) arrived at Portsmouth
on November 24th, after 11
months' service on the West
Indies Station. Since her com-
missioning in July, 1957, she
has steamed 36,000 miles and—
among other things, of course
—picked up two Venezuelans
and 212 cases of very best con-
traband whisky.

It happened on April 27th off
the Venezuelan coast while she
was on her way from Trinidad
to Jamaica. “‘Troubridge'
investigated a merchant ship
report that a motor boat was
adrift.  She found it as
described with two nonchalant
Venezuelans on board trying
valiantly to start an engine
which had failed them and
caused them to drift for 19
days! The Venezuelans were
taken on hoard, and for 10
hours their boat was towed
before it ‘was decided that the
task was hopeless and the boat
destroyed as a hazard to mavi-
gation,

When the cargo from the
motor boat was examined on
board ‘‘Troubridge'’ it was
found the 212 cases contained
an extremely good brand of
whisky, worth in all just under
£4.000! While ‘“‘Troubridge’
welcomed the guests and their
“‘luggage’’, the presence of
some 110 Jamaican soldiers ae
well made life on hoard rather
cramped. It also made life for
the two Venezuelans rather
embarrassing, because one of
the soldiers was a
officer doing his reserve train-
ing. He thought it rather
strange, to say the least, that,
the Customs markings had been
carvefully planed off the cases,
and these—together with the
two Venezuelans and the
whisky—were landed at Kings-
ton, Jamaica, p

For *‘Troubridge'’ the inei-
dent has left two mysteries.
.'Il'te first is how much is she
Yikely to get as salvage money,
and when, and the other ::z-
cerns a third Venezuelan. He
was with the other two when
their boat broke down, but
decided after a few days to
off on his own in a dinghy. It
is believed he was never sesn
Agam. 1



Sea Cadet Activities in Victoria

NCLUDED in the Annual
Report of the Victorian
Branch of the Navy League is
an acconnt of the activities of
the Sea Cadets during the past

year. Concerning these, the
Senior Officer, Licut.-Crudr.
F. G. Evans, RANV.R.. re-

ports that numbers in the Vie-
torian Division of the Austra-
fian Sea Cadet Corps remained
steady throughout the year.
The Melbourne Police Unit was
transferred from Albert Park
{where it shared the Drill Hall
on the Lake with the Mel-
bourne Unit) to Williamstown,
and it is now established in the
Naval Reserve Depot formerly
known as ILM.AS. ** Lonsdale
IL”  The TUnit's new Head-
quarters were formally opened
by the Second Naval Member
(Rear-Admiral W. H. Harring-
ton, C.B.E.. D.S.00.) and named
TS. “*Voyager” by Mrs. Har-
rington on 29th November.
The Gieelong Unit has en-
larged its Drill Hall, and the
Bendigo Unit is in the proeess
of doing so at the present time.
Mildurn is engaged in fitting
out the Hall made available by
the Navy some time ago.
Footserny Technical School
Unit funetioned under diffieul-
ties during the year, as all
their uniforms were destroyed
when the Naval Clothing Stores
were burnt to the ground.
Cadets in all Units took part
in civie events in their areas,
and Sea Cadets provided the
Colour Party and leading de-
tachment for the Common-
wealth Youth Sunday March
through Melbourne in May.
Sea Cadets have also regularly
undertaken duties at the
Olympic Swimming Pool in
events organised by the Vie-
torian Amateur Swimming
Association.
A “return visit” took place
during the year when Cadets
from India visited Australia.

It will be recalled that John
Sinelair represented the Aus-
tralian Sea Cadet Corps in
India in 1956, The Indian
Cadets were entertained by the
Melbourne  and  Melbourne
Police Units during their stay
in Melbourne,

The Division lost the services

of Lieutenant L. M. Cruise,
R.ANR. during the period
under  review, Lieutenant
Cruise, who was Exeeutive

Officer of the Corps as well as
a member of the BExecutive

Committee, was transferred to
Syduey and his departure was
a great loss to us all. His place
has been filled by Lieutenant
W. .J. Flintoft, R.ANR.

The Sea Cadet Colour, which
is held in the custody of the
I'nit judged annually by the
Director of Naval Reserves to
be the most efficient of the
Division, was transferred from
Geelong Grammar School (who
held it in 1956 and 1957) to
Bendigo at a ceremony in Ben-
digo in Mareh, 1958,  The
Director of Naval Reserves was
the Reviewing Officer and eivie
dignitaries and Navy League
Officers attended the ceremony.

International Rifle Competition for
Sea Cadets - 1958

*“The Duke of Edinburgh 8hip’s Bell”

FIR the second consecutive
vear, the Navy League of
Canada’s Royal Canadian Sea
Cadet Corps. * Westmount,” of
Syvidney, Nova Scotia, has won
the International Small Bore
Rifle  Competition for Sea
Cailirts, s vondueted within ten
countries during 1958, It is
estimated that more than two-
hundred Sea Cadet teams com-
peted  for the Challenge
Trophy. known as “*The Duke
of Edinburgh Ship's Bell.”

As applying to countries
other than Canada, England
was placed second, New Zea-
land third, South Africa fourth,

Australin  fifth and Sweden
~ixth. Scores turned in hy
Australian Sea Cadet entries
were: N.SW. Div. AS.CC.
(732). T/8 * Warramunga,”
Darwin  (512). and Geelong

Grammar School (419).

In announcing the results,
R. J. Bicknell, Vancouver, B.C.,
National President of the Navy
League of Canada, which spon-
sors this world-wide competi-
tion, stated that the winning

Westmount Corps had entered
no less than ten teams in the
1958 contest, The remarkable
score of 794 of a possible BOO.
as turned in by Westmount's
winning team was so outstand-
ing that D.C.R.A. demanded
substantiating shoot, Such was
done  and  Westmount’s  high
seore  was confirmed.  This
aetion caused the delay in an-
nouncing the results of the
1958 Competition,

O the oceasion of the 1957
Empire Sea Cadet Camp held
in  England, ILRIL Prinee
Philip presented **The Duke
of Edinburgh Ship's Bell” to
England’s Southend Unit, first
winners of the Competition.
Last vear, the presentation of
this famous trophy was made
to the victorions Westmount
Corps by H.R.IL Drincess Mar-
garet on the occasion of her
visit to Canada. It is hoped
that H.R.H. Prince Philip will
personally present his Trophy
to Westmount when, in com-
pany with Her Majesty the
Queen, he visits Canada this
year.
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IEUTENANT - COM-

MANDER DIXON writes
from his vawl ‘‘Dusmarie’’
which for several summers has
eruised round the Dalmatian
eoast of the Adriatie on *‘Man-
no  Expeditions'  giving the
purties of boys and girls on
hoard a  wonderful holiday.
They learn to sail, learn respﬂ;t-
sibility for everything connee-
ted with their boat, their erew
andd the other boats in company.

T]lH ship had cleared from

_the Turkish harbour, Tour-
kolimano, in Faliron bay and
with the Parthenon on the
Acropolis of Athens astern she
made  south eastward until,
suiling close under the eliffs of
Akra Sounion and the pillars
of the two thousand five hun-
dred year old temple of Pos-
eidon, she could bear away
north to an anchorage in the
bay of Marathon.

FORTY YEARS ON

Thoughts from Greece and
Memories of Assaults on
Gallipoli

by

Licutenant - Commander Doug-
las Dixon, D.8.C,, R.N. (Retd.)

There the ship's company,
three girls, two men and a duig.
tramped over the marsh to see
and pay homage to the eypress
trees which commemorate the
dead of a memorable and clas-
siv battle,

Onwards she sailed to rest
again at the narrow bridge
which conneets the mainland of
Gireece with the big island of
Fvvoia at Khalkis. Here her
company ecleansed themselves
in the completely modern Lucy

Hotel while wondering in some
awe at the vast lagoons where
Agamemnon assembled his
thousand ships, launehed by
the face of Helen, before his
assault on Troy.

With just the staysail in a
westerly gale she made anchor
age over the sunken eity of
Atalandi and then sailed on
north eastwards. Fifty miles
astern the snows of Parnassus
and the lesser mountains round
Thermopylae were clear to
view as she made the Sporades
where she lay quietly for three
nights. Then, again north east-
wards, she laid her course for
the mountain of Athos standing
hlgll above the horizon, a
peinted mighty peak. Pelion
and Ossa were in sight but the
westering clouds made Olympus
but an uncertainty and it
seemed that the Gods there
were not disposed to smile upon
the venture of the vessel

Australia’s finest
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Know
The Best Berth
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It had been a dream and a
desire of the Captain and the
cther male to set foot on the
wondrous peninsula of Athos
where not even a female beetle
is- permitted life. Yet more the
Captain's daughter, in femin-
jne defiance, had proclaimed
that if she could row the males
ashore she would put at least
one big toe on the ground
where nothing Evelike is
allowed. But within a mile or
so of the landing place of
Daphne, Athos wrapped his
head in clouds and summoned
up the lightning irom every
point of the compass. These
were no conditions and cert-
ainly this was no place for a
small 16 ton sailing yawl to
stay in.

8o with the wisdom learnt
from 74 years knowledge of
the narrow seas, the Baltic and
the wide Atlantie, the ship
asked to be taken from this
place with every possible des-
patch. Two nights of rain, hor

rible ealms with uncontrollable
motion, squalling gales from
any azimuth were made just
bearable sinece the unrequired
deck hands could warm them-
selves by the good saloon stove
and recover strength to try
again. Yet, at last under reefed
main and staysail only the
ship, my ship the ex-oyster
smack of West Mersea island
and now the yacht Dusmarie,
conld turn under the shelter
past Kombi island light into
the quieter waters of Mudros
harbour.

One morning the Captain
of the Port brought Nick Casa-
malis to aid him as interpreter.
Niek, 65 and six feet of
upright manhood with silver
hair ““en brosse’’, fixed the Cap-
tain with piercing eyes. ‘‘I have
seen you before,”" he said.
Which proved to be true since
m 1916 the Captain had been
a youngster in a ‘‘River’’ class
destroyer, the coal burning
“‘Colne,”” when Nick was

serving King George V in the
“Flower’ class sloop, H.M-S.
“*Aster’’. Later Nick enter-
tained ‘*Dusmarie's’’ company
in his home. His little walled
garden was a blaze of wall-
flowers and, of course, for the
sake of memory, he cultivated
asters. Of his three sons one
helped at home, one was in
Australia and the third had
been killed hy communists.

Later Nick led the party
some half mile east of the town
to the cemetry of the Imperial
War Graves Commission. Being
Easter the community was all
a-junketing. onee the half-
masted flags had been raised
close up at Noon.

The Captain was most ab-
surbed by memorials to men,
and a midshipman who had
heen a childhood friend. from
H.M.S. “*Agamemnon’’, **Aga-
memnon®” . . . conld any other
name so well continue history?
From Marathon to Mudros. 1If
von will from Troy to Trafal-
gar. It's all the same so long as
there be men alive or dead of
whom Thueydides recorded —

*They passed away from the
seene,
Not of their fear but of their
Glory."”

“Dusmarie”’ gleamed ghostly
white in the gloaming when
her company returned. Here,
in this wide expanse of water,
2 Scapa Flow of the Aegean,
40 odd years before were
harboured more than 300 big
ships from HM.S. “‘Queen
Elizabeth'. carrying Roger
Keyes, to include the greatest
trans-Atlantie linerss Now the
little yawl was the only, lonely,
ship in the whole place. At
midnight the crew climbed the
hill to the Cathedral to attend
the first Easter Sunday service.

The Captain stayed on board,
alone with his memories and
his dog.

—From the ‘“‘Navy'
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FUN I8 WHERE YOU
FIND IT

“Man on His Island,”’ by
James 8. Rockefeller, Jnr.
(Jarrolds).

HAT might easily be jus

another Pacific odessey,
turns out to be a readable
account of what a young
American can see and do when
a keteh-rigged ‘‘hunk of wood
and canvas called ‘Mandalay’,”
carries him away from it all
and New England too.

There is not much here for
the armchair yachtsman. ‘Man-
dy’ makes her landfalls with
commendable regularity. It's
the people met with along the
way that lift the story out of
the ruck, for they are deseribed
with a vitalising touch that is
full of humour and understand-
ing. There is mno harrowing
analysis of what is past. The
author’s interest in the Pacific
and its peoples is a thing of
here and now, and in that he
is helped by crew members who
play a part with pleasant
irresponsibility.

Why live in Galapagos? Three
brothers who left Hitler's Ger-
many provide the answer. They
sound like real people, self-
rehl.llt in the Swiss Family
Robinson style and happy in
themselves and their children.
Further to the west there are
places where they welcome new-
comers with open arms. The
Marqueasas are fun; there is
a bush beer binge of heroic
proportions in the Taumotus,
and one begins to wonder where
all the men are in these com-
munities of friendly girls.

May, 1959

It's a light-hearted yarn. The
author wanted to see and
photograph people and places,
80 he sgiled ‘Mandy’ from
Panama to the New Hebrides
before he found a berth in the
‘‘copra_packet’’ that turns out
to be Burns Philp’s pride of
the ocean, ‘Malaita’. There he
made friends with Captain
Brett (Hilder).

making friends. In
every island visited they left
something of themselves behind,
but for the author there
remained his own particular
island on the other side of the
world. “‘For it’s not always a
place,”” he says, ‘‘sometimes
it's a person’’. And what that
means is the end of the story.

—B.H.

PLASTIC ARMOUR

*‘ Admiralty Brief."”” By Edward
Terrell, 0.B.E., Q.C. (Harrap).

Here we have the fascinating
story of an eminent lawyer who
hecame one of the war's most
brilliant inventors. For his in-
vention of plastic armour he
was awarded £10,000 the highest
award made to any naval officer
of the war. Telling his own story
he strikes one as a delighful
person, who gives every ecredit
to those who rendered him any
aﬂhmun[::;;:n is odd bt:]:;ar that
when was being rigor-
ously blacked out there was even
a suggestion that coal-dust
gon.ld be laid on the Thames

prevent the river idi
enemy aireraft to ﬂlm.rw
Captain Terrell was ready to
turn his hand to anything and

there is an account of the mak-
ing of a very useful film, which
won the approval of Sir Win-
ston and many others at the
Admiralty. Most interesting are
the pages devoted to the capture
of a German U-boat, a feat
which had for a long time eluded
the Royal Navy. This reminds
me of such a vessel being brought
into one of our ports when the
crew were followed by their cap-
tain who clutched a revolver,
but was told that he need not
commit suicide for he was not
the only German naval officer
who would be detained in Bri-
tain. He thereupon exclaimed
that the Kaiser had ordered him
never to let his ship fall into
our hands, at is contained all
the latest inventions. ‘‘ And it is
only 24 hours,’’ he said, ‘‘since
the Kaiser gave me that com-

—H.B.

RECAP

““The S8econd World War."’ By
Sir  Winston 8. Churchill.
(Cassell).

If the recording of the events
of World War II in only six
tomes was in itself a herculean
task then the sub-editorial feat
of condensing that work into
only one volume correspondingly
commands admiration. This
secondary chore, a ‘‘recap’’ to
enable readers to absorb the mise
en scéne and essentials of his-
toric events has, in fact, beem
admirably done. Indeed, the de-
ﬁn.ition of the unavoidable

twenties, here so aptly
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termed as the years of the Follies
of the Victors.

Hence, this abridged one-
volume edition of Sir Winston's
magnum opus ‘‘The Second
World War'' can be regarded
as an excellent base-line for any
study of events from 1919-1957
when the Great Caravan of
Humanity struck its tents as a
prelude to new adventure. There
cannot be any more warplanes
in the sense depicted in this
work : it is unlikely that future
history will follow formula and
repeat itself. Thus, to have the
vast canvas of the immediate
past reduced to a picture slight-
Iy smaller than the novel ** Gone
With The Wind'' is to have a
vademecum that will be indis-
pensable as a reference book.
and quite absorbing as a narra-

sound and reasonably hopeful.
What failed was the inter-Ser-
viee eo-ordination of attack, and
when that failed. all hope of
suceess was gone. The author’s
contention that a ecapital ship
should have been stationed
at say. Grimsby, makes strate-
gical nonsense, for it mere-
Iy means that a fleet action
would have been fought in
waters at the extreme limit of
Allied fighter cover and where
the enemy could enjoy con-
tinuous air cover of his own.

The breakdown in co-ordina-
tion can be traced more definite-
Iy into the command structure
under which the forces operated
in this particular action. In the
case of the enemy the air forces
engaged were directly under the
command of Admiral Ciliax on
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BREAKOUT FROM BREST

“Channel Dash.”’ By Terence
Robertson. (Evans).

THE escape up-channel of the

 Scharnhorst,”” ‘' Gneise-
nan’’ and “Prinz Eugen™ in
February, 1942, created a sen-
sation at the time. Looked at
now, with some little perspective
of time to form a background
for judgment, the return of
these ships to Germany was the
best thing that counld have hap-
pened from the Allied point of
view. It removed the threat of
heavy surface ship attack on the
WS convoys earrying reinforee-
ments to the Middle East, and
also to the future KMF and
KMS convoys destined to un-
leash Operation *‘Torch™ on the
shores of North Africa.

This strategic view, however,
does not excuse the breakdown
of the co-ordinated plan -faor
their destruction: en route. In
itself, given adegquate warning
of the ships having- left Brest,
Admiral Ramsay's plan was

He thus had the complete and
necessary flexibility which sole
command always brings. But it
was a very different story for
the British attack, for here was
i dua! control of the two wea-
pons involved—sea and air—and
a notable loss in flexibility as a
result. Dual control, to be sue-
cossful, calls for a degree of co-
ordination rarely achieved even
after long periods of close asso-
ciation, and in this particular
case there had been no such
period. The author does not
mention this as the cause of the
failure. but it is obvious all
through the book as the un-
happy story unfolds.

This is an interesting book
and, no doubt, factually correet
throughout. But it becomes very
obvious, as one reads, that it has
been written without knowledge
or study of the general strate-
gieal background at that period
or the war. Most of the author’s
contentions do not--hold water
when examined—as they must
he—against- this essential back-
ground.
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EDITORIAL

IN MEMORY

ll-‘ past experience is any guide, the proposed
memorial chapel to be ereeted at ILM.A.S.
“Watson™ will weer with  ready response
trom the general publie. South Head at 8
enteanes to Port Jackson is

landmark 1o ships  entering 'ﬁl\fg"lﬁt:ﬁ‘- lLl...
A

remider ta those on shore tfat
Been paid for the ease and cofifort v

all enjoy.

W

Moat LML, ships and estat¥ its have
somie sort of memorial to the messmates or
other days: simple in form or on a larger
seale like the two handsome chapels stand-
ing side by side on the edge of the parade
sroumd at Flinders Naval Depot. An integral
part of the life of the Depot, these chapels
weleome humdreds of RALN. personnel within
waills built and furnished by public generosity.,

Those worshipping in either chapel must
be conseions of the fact, that just as surely
as there s g future so there is also a past.
It is there tor all to see; a Book of Remem-
branee in which is written the names of
those of the RAN, who gave their lives for
their vonntey, Elsewhere throughout the Com-
monwelth, the White Ensign hangs in churehes
af all denominations —a symbol of serviee
and saerifiee,

In New Guines a memorial of o different
Kind is tuking shape. Built by private sub-
seription to which a generous Government
grant was added. a memorial to the Coast
watchers of World War 11 is nearing com-
pletion. Standing on Kalibolo Point at the
entranee to Madang harbour is an  80-foot
high conerete lighthouse, into which is set
bronze plagues giving the names of those
Furopeans and natives, who ventured behind
the enemy lines and there lost their lives, To be
officially opened at the end of August, the
Coastwatceher's Light is a tribute to men
personally known to many in New Guinea.
Like the chapel to be built at ‘“Watson'’, the
memorial at Madang acknowledges a debt
that ean never be discharged.

June, 1959
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The new Chapel, which will be non-denominational,
will have seating accommeodation for 158 persons. The
altar will carry stones from the histeric chapels of the
world, requesis having already been sent to the United
Kingdom, the U.8.A. and Europe,




H.M.S. "TIGER"

By "'PELORUS — from ‘'The Navy”

M8, ““Tiger'”, the first

new cruiser to be com.
missioned by the Royal Navy
for 14 years, has left her
birthplace, the Clyde, and
steamed south to Portsmouth,
where she is to carry out an
extensive series of trials in
the English Channel.

Although it will be many
months hefore she becomes an
operational unit of the Fleet,
the ‘‘Tiger'' is already as-
sured of a place in naval annals
for she will be remembered as
the first of the last of the
conventional type eruisers and,
probably, also because she has
been so long coming to the
full flower of seaworthiness.

It was as long ago as
October, 1941, two months
before the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbour, that her hull
was laid down at the yard of
Messrs. John Brown on the
Clyde, under a heavy security
cloak. Throughout the arduous
remaining years of war, work
proceeded swiftly and for the

people of Clydebank the effort
of the dockyard workers on
this new hull was a contribu-
tion to final vietory.

But after the defeat of
Japan the immediate need for
warships ceased and Britain's
depleted Merchant Navy had
to be rebuilt. In I

ventional ecruiser strength —
now down to 14 from about
50 at the end of World War
Il-——the ‘‘Tiger'' is at any
rate a reassurance that the
cruiser as we now know it, is
not yet a dying type.

however, the ‘‘Tiger’’ hecame
more important because she
posed a problem. She was in
danger of becoming obsolete
before she left the shipyard.

But the Admiralty thought
otherwise. While looking to
the future, it was decided that
the best of the conventional
ideas of shipbuilding should
not be abondoned before new
ones had been thoroughly
tested and proved.

The result it a notable ad-
dition to the cruiser strength
of the Royal Navy which, in
turn, is another fine achieve-
ment by the workers of a
famous shipyard. And for
those who are coneerned by
the whittling away of con-
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THE LAST WORD IN
BRITISH NAVAL
CONSTRUCTION

Nevertheless, the decision
to complete the “‘Tiger'’, and
also her twqo sister ships, the
“Lion’"' and ‘‘Blake’’, was
made by the Admiralty “‘to
close the gap before the
guided weapon ships come
into service''.

From the "Superh” the
i diate pred in the
class, to the ‘‘Tiger'’ is, never-
theless, a big stride and the
hull, which lay untouched for
so long, has had built into it
a mass of intricate modern
equipment—probably the last
word of the scientists before
the advent of Britain's nuclear-
powered submarine and the
missile-launching ships.

She is a trinmph of auto-
mation, remote control and air
conditioning, the nearest ap-
proach to a ‘‘push-button’’
warship yet contrived. And
though she is basically not a
new design, she takes the first
step into the atomie age.

One of the tasks of the

builders was to make her
capable of operating, if

necessary, in an area contami-
nated by nuclear fall-out, and
here is the measure of their
achievement.

THE NAVY

she  could  operate  for s
tortnight with every member
of her company under cover.
The Captain could control his
ship in o wotally  enelosed
bridge, the first to be fitted
in a British vruiser. There need
be  mo  one  in her  engine
rooms or boiler rooms as |h|-'\
can be controlled on a panel
in a remote part of the ship.
Muost of her armament ecan be
operated from totally enclosen
compartments  below  deck.
Aud i she steamed through o
contaminated  arva she conld
afterwards  be washed  down

sprinkler ;._\'s'!vm

The **Tiger's"™ most interest.
ing  feature, however, s her
lull\ amtomatic guns amd their
i systemn. The  guns
el by eleetric com-
puters which work with sueh
neanny acearacy thar o deli
berate  ernm was  introdueen
during practice to preduee the
etion of targets

The main armament, o econ-
siderahle advanee on whar was
dwinally intended, now eon-
of  fonr Geineh guns
tedd in two twin Tureets,
\\Im}: can be fired at oair oas
well as suefaee targets, aneld
~ixn Chkineh guns in threee twin
turrets, The vate of fire of the
puns is officially  given
i twiee that of uns in any
ntln-r ermiser aml the hineh
seeomdary armament  ean be
fired nt o rate comparable with
the  light  anti-aireraft  naval
wuns of World War 11

The gun direction system s
so advanesd that no gunners
at all are rvequired to be in
the 3-inch turrets when  the
ship is in action and only a
few operators are needed in the

heavier  turrets to  wateh
equipment and  operate swit-
vhes,

With an overall length of
555 feet 6 inches and a beam
of 64 feet, “Tiger'™ is not
quite as large as some of the
present British cruisers but
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ul deeontaminated by oo

she is probably the fastest,
Her main machinery, built by
Messrs, John Brown, consists
of four geared steam turbines
powered by  Adwmiralty de-
signed  boilers  which  produee
0,000 shaft horse power aml
give her a speed which s
acknowledged to be more than
30 knots,

But her complement ol 6534
officers and 645 men  is less
than that in  other British
eritisers, While there is a high
proportion of technicians, the
number of ratings employed on
general duties is usually small.
This has been made possible
hy the introduetion of modern
lubour saving  methods  and
the sharing by teehnicians of
communal duties with the sea-
e,

For a ship with so mu=h
cyiipment one is impressed by
the space available for mem
bers of the ship's company.
Cioand use has been made of all
acrconmodation  space  and in
this respeet the **Tiger' shows
the results of the Admiralty’s
efforts to improve living eon-
ditions afloat,

There is a new atmosphere
on the mess decks,  Hammoeks

are seen no longer.  Instead
eatings  sleep  in upholstered
tubular  steel  framed  bunks.

The use of cheerful colours,
fuorescent  lighting,  plastic
panelling  and  plastic  topped
tables all contribute to more
pleasant surroundings.
Ratings' accommodation is also
improved  beeause it s no
longer necessary to eat on the
mess decks, food is served in
dining halls on the cafeteria
system,

The ““Tiger™' is also a com-
fortable ship in which to work
in all climatie conditions, a
complete air-conditioning plant
will keep her eool in the
tropics and warm in the Aretie.
Irksome daily ‘‘chores’ have
been reduced by the installa-
tion of a large amount of
eleetric eooking, deck cleaning

and paint scaling equipment.
Then, for leisure hours, there
are o einema, radio diffusion
amd  television  installations.
There are 27-inch sereen tele-
vision sets for ratings.

A notable ship with =«
notable name, There have been
11 predecessors named
“Tiger™. The first was n 200-
ton 22 prunned Galleass  built
at Deptford in 1546 wllu'h
fought a the 8y
Armada. The secomd, a 40-
gun, fourth rate of 453 rons,
rebuilt  on  three oecasions,
took part in the Duteh Wars
of  the seventeenth  century.
Other “*Tigers" Tought at the
Battle of Saintes and in the
Crimean War. The immediate
predecessor of  the new  ship
wias, however, the most famous
to bear the nan She was
the 28,500-t0n battle erniser of
the First World War, Flag-
siip of Rear Admiral O. de
It Broek at the Battle of
Jutlamd,

The Tuetions of the eruiser
toalay  are restricted by  de-
velopments  in other fields,
notably the Many duties
Iv performed by
% are now  done by
earrier-hborne  or  shore-based
aireralt. Nevertheless, cruisers
ure still valuable ships, par-
tieularly in the brond oceans
east of Suez where air support

may be problematieal,
The  addition  of HLM.S.
“Tiger' to the eruiser strength

of the Navy is. therefore, an
important event, She includes
many revolutionary ideas and
has a hitting power far super-
ior to any previous ship of
her type.

Under the command of
Captain R. E. Washhourn,
D.S.O, OBE., RN, a New
Yenlander by birth, *‘ Tiger''
is now preparing for serviee
and was on view to the publie
at Portsmouth Easter Navy
Days. She is expected to begin
operational service next
summer.



FIRST
IMPRESSIONS

OCKET  bombing  from

H.MAS, “Melbourne™ is
an exeiting experience, writes
a  correspondent  lrom  the
Melbourne *“Age’". The take-
off from the deck of your
own carrier s the worst of
it, he thinks. '‘Trussed like a
chicken in flying suit, Mae
‘West, parachute, with inflat-
able dinghy, helmet, hone-
dome and seat straps, we sit
under perspex canopies swelt-
ering in the tropic sun.

“The Gannet’s turbo-prop
engines  roar into  Life  amd
rise to a howling bellow as they
warm up. One of the {light
deck crew waves us forward to
the steam eatapult.  Others
seramble underneath us 1o
hiteh us to the shuttle that is
going to rocket us into the
air.

“The men seramble away
over the deck side. There is
mounting tension while the
cngines  seream  up to full
power. Then the thing happens
g0 suddenly that there is no
time for fear. One's body is
wrenched by almost unbear-
able forces as the eatapult
slams forward. The eyeballs
start, the world goes grey.
Then, in a brief instant, the
lazy peace of floating hetween
sea and sky.

““We have just uccelerated
from zero to 100 miles an
hour, in one second and a
half, over the length of one
cricket pitch and a Thalf,
suffering the force of three
gravities. And now we are
driving north through little
fluffy clouds, the nine of us
flying in three groups, each in
close formation wing-tip to
wing-tip.

Half an hour of smooth and
sleepy flying and we are
suddenly wide awake. The
enemy is in sight, her white

wake twisting like a snake
and her escort surrounding
her.
“One by one we peel off
for the attack.

“HOMLS.  ““Albion’s’  guns
blaze at us, firing break-up
shot that explodes in black
puffs before hitting,

“It is our turn. We seream
down in a steep dive aiming
nt the target ‘“Albion'" tows
behind  her. We see  the
rocket splashes from the planes
that precede up.

“‘Rockets away, the world
poes  grey again as we pull
out of the dive and zoom up
to safety.

“Minutes  later, flying
peacefully baek to the home

ship, an enemy aireraft dives
on us. Some of us peel off to
drive him away, swooping and
climbing in an intricate aerial
danee.

“That disposed of, we fiy
home in  deepening  twilight
1o find our ship, a dark blue
trailing her white wake on a
widnight blue sea.

“It is dark by the time we
come in over the stern under
nearly  full power to bump
down on the deck, arrested
Ly a cable that pulls us to a
ston with  another
bodily wrench,

*“Good, though rather alarm-
ing  fun in  peacetime, In
wir, no doubt. a  particular
kind of hell.”

South African

EFERRING to the naval
defence of South Africa,
the ““Rand Daily Mail"" says:
“The inerease in the South
African Navy from three at the
end of the war to 17 today is
an  indication that we are
taking a more realistic view ol
our defence respousibilities.
More ships are due, and by
1964 the tleet will total about
28, most of them moderu
vessels, It is also encouraging
that recruiting has taken a
spurt and that the number of
men in the Navy has doubled
in two years, More than half
are now Afrikaansspeaking,
and this in itseif is interesting
evidence of a change in attitude
towards our sea defenees.
‘‘In the past the importance
of the Cape route in world
strategy has been so obvious
that, paradoxically, it has
served to retard our naval
development. South Afriea has
lieen so clearly incapable of
providing the necessary naval
strength herself that all govern-
ments have taken the line of
least resistance and have virtu-
ally left the job to the Royal
Navy. In two world wars this

Sea Defences

policy has worked well for ob-
i T , amd basically
» is still no apparent need
rise it. Indeed the Simons-
tewn Agreement recognises Bri-
tain's vital interest in the Cape
route and provides that South
Afriea shall grant Britain all
the naval facilities she needs in
time of war,

“We have entered a stage
in history when previous con-
ceptions of world strategy have
been thrown into the melting
pot by a whole array of new
weapons that are still heing
developed. Quite apart from
long-ranged missiles, the nu-
vlear-powered submarine has
changed naval thinking funda-
mentally and the defence of
the Cape is certainly among
those problems that will have
to be considered afresh.

““In this new and dangerouns
world South Africa will be
even more of a light-weight,
military, than she has been in
the past, Our Navy, impressive
though its growth is, must not
be allowed to give us any
delusions of grandeur about
‘independence’ in the mili-
tary sense.”’
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violent

HMAS. “WATSON”
PLANS A CHAPEL

MAS Watson®™  the

home of the R.AN.s Navi-
gation Direction and Torpedo
Anti-Submarine Schools, is situ-
ated at South Head at the
entrance to Sydney Harbour.
The Diving Section of the
R.AN. is there as well, The
ship's eompany numbers about
300 all told.

In common with every other
<hip and establishment in the
R.ANN, “Watson'' has a res-
ponsibility, particularly in the
case of younger personnel, to
see that morale and moral
welfare means one and the same
thing. To this end, ** Watson'"
eneourages character building
activities, in which is ineluded
spiritual training. Conditions
hitherto have proved inade-
quate. Although leeture rooms
are bright and cheerful, the
dark cinema that is used as a
chureh has never been entirely
~atisfactory.

**Watson'’, therefore, plans
to build a chapel that will bene-
fit the living, and at the same
time become a memorial to
those in the N.D. and T.AS.
Branches of the R.AN. who lost
iheir lives in the two World
Wars.

The nrchitect, Mr. John
Mansfield, has produced the
striking design seen elsewhera
in this issue. Rising from
the roof of the chapel will be
n large Tudor erown in copper,
out of which will spring a
tall eross that is to be illumina-
ted at night, Standing on the
clifs of South Head the
vhapel will form a landmark
hoth from sea and shore.

A strong Committee under
the_ leadership of the Lord
Mayor of Sydney, Alderman
H. F. Jensen and Rear Admiral
H. B. Farncomb has heen
formed. The target goal is
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Get your supplies of

VULCATEX

RUBBATEX

HORNEX

THE MEANING
OF SEAPOWER

N an addres: given to the

Royal Empire Society in
London in 1946, Admiral Sir
John Cunninghari, then First
Sea Lord, said that the British
Empire owed its origin to
British trading activities, and
that its continued existence
depended upon the mainten-
ance of sea communications
which permit that trade to
flow. hings have changed
since then. The Royal Empire
Society now uses the word
“Commonwealth’’, and the
Admiral is now Admiral of
the Fleet. But what he said
is as true as ever it was.

In the course of his remarks.
Sir John stressed the point
that to maintain Britain's
position at sea a strong Mer-
chant Navy was imperative,
““When one realises,’”’ he said,

£27,000, and contributions to a
building project that will ap-
peal to all should be sent to
the Supply Officer, H.M.A.S.
“Watson', who is Treasurer
of the Appeal.

from |

FORBES RANKEN & SONS PTY. LTD. :
24 Bond Sireet, Sydney ]
‘Phone: BU 3461 r'

““that it takes no less tham

seven miles of goods train to
carry the cargo of an 8,000
ton tramp steamer it is clear
that the bulk of the exe

of hundreds of millions of tons
of goods can, in an island and
world-wide relationship such as
ours, only bhe achieved by
ships."

He reminded his listeners
that for thousands of miles the
ships carrying these goods to
e¢nd fro are open to attack im
the event of war, and that they
therefore need  protectiom
from such an attack from the
very hour that war starts.
If the British race was to
survive it was necessary to
pay the insurance premium as
represented by an a
Navy, and with it, of course,
an adequate Army and Air
Force #% well.

S8EA ACTS OUPID ON
WRONG CONTINENT

'N May, while he was on board

the South African Navy's
frigate Vrystaat, ABDW.
Evans ‘‘posted'’ a letter (in
bottle) in the sea. He wanted &
date with a girl in Durban. He
has now had a reply but from
Australia!



FIRST TANKER AT KING ISLAND

- me

The first bulk delivery of gasolene and distillate to King Island by the Vacuum Oil Tanker “Mroui-ca”
was made at the br;l’lllllll of May. Shown above is the tanker discharging through a pipe line floating
on oll drums into storage tanks at Naracoopa, King Island.

—Courtesy of “The Age"”
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Valefear the envmy *time ™

mammoth tankers throngh the
er at speeds up to 18 knots,
have incorporated bhan
pumps  that  can discharge
cHPEOes ol Vineunns
peet rolenm i utter of hours,
amd  have i every wa
ertdein I o achieve tech
nical g o of design,

s ol

Bt if sueh tankers e
with  unnecessary deluys  in
port, 00 loading or unloading
times are unduly long, ek

systems s washial,

nwew ol i
wanling amd unlos
systems e being adopted in
ol ports all o the world.
aned They s bingsing inoa new
coneept of tanker turnaround
lw'lmiqu-- aned  motion
stiedy engine < analysing
every phase of aetivity on the
whart and deck of the tanker
T ensuree that the bige eag
ot of the ship is put 1o s
st eeanotical use,

At the moment, shippers focl
that  they regel e
ultimate o the  rate of
diseharge with stamdard equip
ment and  procedure. S
tankers  carrving  ecargoes  of
i illion gallons of ermde
m can discharge into
nery storage tanks in abwout
hours, But with more speed
in making that vital linkage
1 ship andd shore, there
1 possibility ths
s times ean be redueed,

have

A Tanker a Day

Today. there are between 60
anmd 70 tankers fully enguged
in the husiness of transporting
eride peteolenm and petrolenm
products  to Australin, These
tankers brought a total of 2.607
million gallons of  petrolenm
products and ernde petrolenm
for the Australian market last
vear, and the lmoyant demand
for petroleam and its produets
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SPEEDING THE FLOW

(By conrtesy of the Petroleum Information Bureau)

indieates big inereases in these
lignres in the fun But 1o
know something of the
lews confronting
Tors, we must know
of methods of  unloading  in
Austradin, amd of those in use
| msideration in other
parrts of the world.

The wman in the oil bdustey
responsible for the guick turm.
aromnd  of visiting  tankers s
the marine superimtendent or
his He o ensires
that sefedduling  amd the
honedeedannsdaone e Trom
drvalocking to whart gangs are
it e nt they
cwantedamd that waork runs
tooa striet timeiahle,

Uil the advenmt of  the
thers and their greatly
|Hu'il\‘ tar tlisel ryee
rgoes aickly,  the  avtual
wark of nnloading wis e Iy
wangs of men with erianes or
ship's winehes, who dragged a
eithber hose aboard, connected
it to the tanker's  discharge
ks and stomd by 1o repair
any hoxe bursts.

Now the n
volume  disehar
hoses Tims

forr high
aalls  Tor
cumbersome  for
it sl manoenvring,
wil company deck engineers
~h g the possibility of
“ha | duck facilities
incorporating the nse of either
Hexible or jointed steel pipe or
newlyadeveloped  rubber  hose,

tine of the first steps in the
mehanisation process was the
introduetion of  the  huge
wrticulated steel arms of the
Chiksan Company s hydraulie-
ally-powered marine and barge
hoges which are now in use at
Long Beach, California.

These loading arms obviate
the need for the fHexible hoses
und their gangs of men. The

arms, in batteries of five, are
uperated by one man at a
control panel. With the aid of
two fitters on the tanker's
deck they ean be connected to
the discharge cocks in under
five minutes.

Baxically, the design eom-
prises  two  lengths  of  pipe
voipled by swivel joints and
vonmterhala l. A boom and
I HTTRNE it enables the
uperator 1o plaee the flanged
vl addjaeent 1o the discharge
tunker’s deck within
Chiee the connee-
tion  is made, the operating
anism s placed  in the
wheel™ position, aml the
al wrm allows for
and fall of the
ship amd o 20-fot lateral drift
during unloading operations.
1wl of the five arms of the
Lamg Beach installation can be

operated  indepen from
0" st of  ront Tlll‘y‘
incarporate swivel joints tested

to withstamd pressures of 300
s, per square  inch  and
temperatures up to 225 deg. F.
The entire system, with the
exveption of the swivel joints,
can be made in Austrealin,

Adaptions of this system are
now making their appearance
amd the rubber industry has
swered  the challenge  with
new tanker hoses that can be
adapted to the meehanised arm
system and accommodate hoses
from 2 inches to 12 inches in
diameter,

Bigger Hoses

A probability for the near
future is the introduetion of
-inch diameter pipes with

times the discharge
at  the same fluid
as the H.inch hoses

now in use. Advantages of the



Tankers discharging at Kurnell Oll Refinery Wharf, NS.W.

new systems, in addition to the
quick and easy conneetion of
the ships to the discharge
system and a high rate of flow,
are a great redoction in the
danger of bursting or thrashing
hose and redueed fire insuranee
rates.

Bat there are other problems
arising ax Austealia’s « i
to  refine ils own
petroleum  prodiets Inereases
Already our newds, or export
potential. ol our  distanes
from the producing villiclds of
the world justify the use of
supertankers on the Austealian
rm.

Broadly speaking, the advan
tage of supertankers lies in
their ability to earry approsi-
mately fonr times as mueh il
as a normal tanker, at oan
operating cost of only twice as
much.  In  Austealin,  only
Hobart. Fremantle,  Sydney
and Port Kembla have harbours
which eounld take supertankers
of 80,000 tons or more, and it
is doubtful whether there are
any wharf facilities within
those harbours to enable such
supertankers to berth,

However, the possibility of
the erection of a refinery on

St Vineent's Gulf, 20 miles
south  of  Adelaide, between
Iallett’s Cove and Pt. Noar-
linga, conld make it unneces-
sury  for expensive  harbour
facilities. What is envisaged
«is the layving of o 24inch
B0-inch  pipeline from  the
wry  reaching  underwater
uile into St. Vineent ‘s
A this point there is o
matiral depth of water of 60
foet, I ernde wil could  be

bl imte the  pipeline
frem o supertanker stawding in
the roadstead.

This Ililil’]illl’ will be von-
strieted in seetions, When the
first section is completed it will
be towed to sea, and on eom-
pletion of the secomd section
this will be welded to the end
of  the first seetion and  the
whole will be towed a little
further from shore, The process
will bhe  continned  until  the
entire pipeline,  contoured  to
the seabed, s afloat over its
final resting place.

The pipeline will he slowly
sunk by letting in water and
will be guided to its predeter-
mined posgition, where it will
be  anchored with bags of
vement aml sand. The offshore

end of the submarine pipeline
will have two flexible hoses
attached. and the discharging
tanker, after anchoring and
tyving up to  strategically-
pluced  buoys, will fish these
ltoses up from the seabed. It
is expected to discharge 5,000
toms an hour by this method.

Similar  in concept s a
londing amd discharging plat-
form which has been erected
three  miles  off-shore in the
Milriatiec Sea, It eliminates a
wreat deal of jockeying  for
position  nevessary  when  a

* is using the conven-
al submarine pipeline. This
turrel, firmly anchored to the
sed bed and round in shape,
incorporates a battery of hoses,
all of which will swivel the
full 360 degrees while perform-
ing their function of either
loading or drawing off cargo.

These  “*floating  turrets”
allow the tanker to atiach itself
by hawsers at one point and
swing free with the prevailing
eurrents while still discharging,
amd gives them almost complete
freedom of movement,

Speeding  the  tankers s
designed to one end: to keep
the  ecost  of  the  ultimate
products of erude  petroleum
within the reach of the eon-
sumer. The €hmillion  tanker
hringing ernde oil from lran
or Indonesia s wenerally
“one way ' ship. It has one
specific job and uo chanee of
hackloading. So  the moment
the joh of delivering the il
is Jdone, it must put to sea
again 1o repeat the process,

In the case of the Persian
Gulf run, speedier turnaronnds
impose a rigid e on Crews,
whose  approximate 18- day
voyages back and forth are
interspersed  with only  oeca-
siomal  glimpses  of  other
tankers and oil ports as seen
from the decks of their vessels.

This is one reason why
tanker erews have the best of
quarters and conditions,
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NAVAL AFFAIRS -
from all Compass Points

APPOINTMENT OF R.AN.
OFFICER TO UK.

OMMODORE Plunkett-

Cole, who for the past
two years has been Commodore
Superintendent  of  Training
Flinders Naval Depot, has now
been appointed R.AN. Linison
Officer  at  Australin - House,
London.  He will sail for the

United Kingdom early next
vear, and will relieve the
present  R.ANLO, Commo-

dore N, Mackinnon.

FOUR NAVAL AIRMEN
GAIN THEIR WINGS

WARDED  their wings

after a fourteen months
course, four naval airmen have
graduated from the Pilot’s
Training Course which ineludes
RAAF. personnel, held at
the R.AAF. Station at Pearce.
Western Australin. The pilots
are  Lieutenant K. MeKenzie
of Queensland. Lieutenant P.
Campbell  of  Melbourne  and
Sub-Lientenants L. A. Mauritz
and F. G, Hodgson of Western
Australia.

Sub-Lieutenant Hodgson was
awarded the Goble Trophy and
monnted silver wings for the
most  proficient  pilot on  the
course, and the trophy for the
highest asgregate of marks
during the entire pilots course.
Sub-Lieutenant  Mauritz  was
awarded the trophy for the
most proficient  pilot in  the
weapons aspeet of flying.

THREE HMA. SHIPS TO
RE-COMMISSION

IREE of the R.AN.'s Aus.
tralian-built 15,000 ton
frigates ‘‘Diamantina’’, **Gas-
coyne'’ and ‘‘Barcoo' are to
be re-commissioned. They will
replace the minsweepers
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“*Fremantle’ and *‘Coota-
mundra’ and the training
destroyer ‘‘ Warramunga’'.

All three ships are fitted with
the latest Oceanographic
vquipment to enable research
to be carried out off the Aus-
tralian coast, Facilities are
also available on each ship
for the training of recruits.

HM.AS. “Diamantina’ is
to be based in Western Aus-
tralia, while ‘‘Gascoyne’’,
after doing survey work off
Arnhem Land in the Northern
Territory, will be based on
the Eastern Coast. “Barcoo’’
will join the Australian Sur-
veying Service, augmenting
the two ships already employed
on this essential duty,

R.AN. OFFICER
COMMANDS TROPHY
WINNING BQUADRON
HE award of the Boyd
Trophy for 1958 was made

to 845 Squadron commanded
by Lieutenant Commander C.

M. A. Wheatley, R.ANN. The
Boyd trophy commemorates the
work for Naval aviation of
Vice Admiral Sir Denis Boyd,
and is the premier award of
the Fleet Air Arm given each
year for the finest feat of
aviation in the Royal Navy.
The trophy is a silver model
of a Fairey Swordfish air-
craft.

The award was made to 845
Squadron for the part played
by their helicopters in the
successful  salvage of the
Liberian tanker ‘‘Melika’’ by
the aircraft carrier H.MS.
“Bulwark’’ in which the
Squadron was embarked at
the time. The three helicopters
involved not only transported
injured persomnmnel from
‘‘Melika'', but passed the
first line of the tow which
parted owing to the violent
yawing of the tanker.

NEW AUSTRALIAN NAVAL
ATTACHE APPOINTED TO
WASHINGTON
C.\PTAIN J. H. Dowson,

AD.C. RAN, at present
Naval Officer-in-Charge. North
Australin Area, has been ap-
pointed Australian Naval Rep-

"EVERYTHING TO

DO WITH BOATS™

Boat Building
Service and Repairs

Hiring
Marine Engineering

LARS HALVORSEN SONS PTY. LTD.
BUILDING YARD: Waterview Street, Ryde. WY 3248
BOAT SHED: Bobbin Head. JJ2489

(Telegrams: “Halvorsem™ Sydney)
CALTEX PRODUCTS ALWAYS ON HAND




tesentative and Naval Attachs
at the Australian Embassy in
Washington, He would sueeewd
Captain. W. B. M. Marks.
C.LE, DSC, RAN., whose
appointment  in Washington
would  expire  in December,
Captain . Dowson  will  leave
Sydney for the US.A. on 27th
Oetober,

Captain Dowson, who is a
graduate of the RANC, was
Deputy  Chiel of  Naval Per-
sonmel from 4th June 1956 10
28th July, 1955 At the om-
break of the Seeomd Worlid
War he was serving with the
Royal Navy amd he continged
that serviee until June, 1940,
He  subsequently  served  in
ILMAS. *Norwan™ in the
Meditervancan,  in command
of 11N “Bemdigo™ in New
Guinea waters amd in ILM_ALS,
“NMobart"",

MALTA SWITCH
N a material, if not a
strategic sense the Navy has

now  begun 1o relax its grip
o Malta,

Our smaller Navy of the
tuture will not require all the
facilities which have for gen-
crations  been necessary o
maintain control of the Medi-
terranean, so the naval assoel-
stion with the George Cross
islumd, while remaining  firm,
will not s completely  in
Nuenee its life as in the past

The Navy will continue 10
nse Malta asx g base and will
remain responsible for some o)
the funetions in the dockyard,
mauinly  the  Port  Aunxiliary
serviee and the electrieal gen-
eeating  station.  The post m
Admiral — Superintendent i,
Lowever, being lapsed aml all
naval authority plaeed ander
the Flug fficer, Malta.

ANOTHER
DREADNOUGHT"'
MMEDIATELY it was an-
nounesd that o contraet hal
been signed jor the supply of

a  nuclear  propulsion  unit
manufactured in the United
Stutes,  Parliment  was  told
that the keel of the submarine
will be laid this year, and
within 14 days the Admiralty
e it known that the Com-
wling OMficer designate and
cther key officers and ratines
fave already  been seleeted,

From stesm o otuelear pro-
prailstom is as big o step as that
fromn =ail 1o steam. The Navy
has lome o great deal to pre-
pare itselt for this new amd
Taseinmating adventure bt
Prwining 1o uperate  the par-
tietbir machinery which  will

b anstalled in the = Dread-
nonght™ will rake  a lone
Tinse

Sivteen  oftieers, who o will

serve i the tirst ship’s vom
have  had conrse  of
o at the
RN College, Greenwich, wh
a Chair of Nuelvar Seienve aml
utly  been
ratings,

Toeknology  has re
Thirteen

estinhilisiied
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The “Geoondooleo”, ome of the

who will make up the nucleus
uf  the company, are 1o e
trained in the Navy's Elee-
trical School at 1TLM.S, *Col-
lingwood™" and the Mechanical
Training  establishment at
Lisport.

Britain's  “nuelear’”  sailors
will he young and handpicked
men,  The first  commanding
wfficer of the * Dreadnought’
will be Lieutenant-Commander
3. F. P. Sambourne, R.N.

EJECTION SEAT ESCAPES
FROM SUBMERGED
AIRCRAFT

HE Royal Air Foree In-
stitute of Aviation Medi-
cine has been conducting trials

Juna, 1969

since  carly 1957 into  the
problems of underwater escape
from ditched aireraft.

The initial trials were carried
ont with a lifesized dummy,
nicknamed Neptune, which was
filled with small  inflated
balloons to give it the same
buoyaney, as well as the weight
and  displacement, as that ot
the average living man. A
standard ejeetion seat was nsed
for the trials. Aceelerometers
and  pressure gauges were
attached to the dummy, and
films taken of the underwater
ejections,

The trials included ejection
escapes from a Sea Hawk cock-
pit forty feet under water,

PILOT VESSELS

The main problem of jettison-
ing the canopy under water is
that there is no overflow to
carry it away. Iustead, the
weight of water holds it down
on top of the cockpit,

Thix in fact happened in
October, 1954, when Lieutenant
Bruce MacFarlane, R.N,, made
a successful eseape from a
submerged Wyvern.  When
water started coming in
through the sides he took this
as & sign that the canopy had
jettisoned. He fired is ejection
seat and was shot through the
canopy, suffering minor ecuts
and bruises and a fractured
clavicle.
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A RUN ASHORE

HEN Captain Cook sailed A lonely spot but an  imn-
between Cape York and  portant one, east-hound ship-

Prince of Wales Island in ping looks to the light to
1770 and named Endeavour point the way towards one of

Strait
he

after his own  vessel,  the busiest sea lanes on the

raised the Flag on Posses.  coast

sion
the
Torres Strait,  In order 1o Torres first proved that New
prove that the job was well Guinea  was  separated  from
and truly done, he took Mr.  Australia, he kept his ship as
Banks, his nllmulm, ashore  far  north  as  he  possibly

Island and elaimed tor It wasn't always like that.

Crown all the islands of  When, in 1606, Luis Vaez de

an  island  nor’-west  of could.  Had his route taken

that again: an island of about bim further south he might
250

acres  which  he found have fallen in with a Duteh
he

“mostly barren  rock  vessel from Malacea that was

frequented by birds sueh as  there about the same time,
boobies'. And that was the skirting  those  reef-infested

name

he mave it — Booby  waters and holding to the west

Island. coast of Cape York as far as

Of the two hundred and Du

'hen Point.

twenty-five manved and un- To the Duteh, the bave rock
manned  lighthouses on  the of Booby Island was just one
Australian coast, Booby Island  more of many seen, and the
lighthouse is one of those second man to find it useful
that have a permanent staff.  was Captain Bligh, After being
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cast  adrift from *‘Bounty’
with eighteen of his erew, he
valled at Booby Island in the
eourse  of  that  ineredible
voyage of 3,600 miles from the
Pacifiec to Timor, during which
e passed through Endeavour
Strait seventeen years after
('vok was there. Bligh saw in
Booby Island a chance to rest
himself  and  his  men, and.
not knowing that it had al-
ready been named, called the
wsland ** Booby " in his tarn,

There was a sequel to Bligh's
visit, for, during his troubled
of Governor of New South
Wales, he saw that food and
water was stored on the island
for the use of anyone un-
tortunate enough to need them
Later on, the British Govern-
went allotted the sum of £50
a year to provision Booby
Island, awd a large eave be-
came a fomd depot. It was
a perfeet spot for the aid and
comfort ol shipwrecked
sailors, for the island was un-
inhabited in an area in which
thee loeal  population  were
caiznibals to 5 man,  But the
houby  birds  didn't  attract
hem,  They  left  the  plaee
alone, and, when it was found
that a erack in the rock led
to an undergronml eistern of
fresh  water, amenitivs  wers
vommplete,

the island
spot  for
u ran ashore, Passing shipping
formed the habit of putting
in to leave letters or |i'i|-k un
mail. There was a post hox
for the convenienee of all: un-
official but effective and guite
fimons,

After the establishment of a
lighthouse about the turn of
the century, the food depot
and post office on the island
were allowed to lapse. But on
the walls of the cave are
seratehed and carved the names
of ships and the men who
sailed them long ago — and, of
course, there are the hooby
birds.

A< time went on
LoaTeco
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FAST and FABULOUS

the Orient Line route to England via Sues, glitters
with jewels of travel interest. After you call at a
succession of big A lian citics, Colombo — typically
Eastern and teeming with life and eolour — provides the
finest introduction te overscas travel. The famous overland
Suez - CAIRO - Port Said trip is again available and the
excursions from Naples — around its cclebrated Bay to storied
Pompeii and lovely Sorrento — are highlights. There are Orient
Line fares for all purses—First Class or Cabin Class and Tourist 'B’
as well as Tourist-One Class . . . with greatly reduced ‘Economic’,
‘Off-Scason’ and 'Boomerang Excursion’ tickets,

ORIENT LINE via SUEZ

L BRIENT STEAM SAaVIGATION COMPANY LIMITED. INCORPORATED IR SNGLAND

>

The object of the Navy League in Australia, like sea training to and insti naval #r

its older :ounl'rrarf the Navy League in Britain, who intend to serve in mt or Mim ol
is to insist by all means at its disposal upon the and also to those sea-minded boys who do not
vital importance of Sea Power to the British intend to follow a sea career, but who, given this
Commonwealth of Mations. The League sp ge, will form a valuable Reserve for the
the Australian Sea Cadet Corps by giving technical Naval Service,

The League consists of Fellows (Annual or Life) and Associates.
All British subjects who signify approval to the objects of the League are eligible.

MAY WE ASK YOU TO JOIN and swell our members so that the Navy League in Australia may be
widely kmown and exercise an important influence in the life of the Australian Nation?

For particulars, contact The Secretary, 83 Pitt Strest, Sydney, N.S.W.
1;: Secretary, 443 LitHe Collins Street, Melbourne, C.E Victoria

O B e o Bt and ;
e, ® 30 Pirie Strest, Adelaide, S.A.
© 726 Sandy Bay Rd., Lower Sandy Bay, Hobart ® 42 Blencows St, Waest Lesderville, W.A.
® P.O. Box 90, Darwin, N.T © 60 Limestone Ave., Ainsie, . ACT.
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ELICOPTERS have

considerable  advantages
over fixed-wing aireraft in the
task of detecting submarines:
and beeause a potential enemy
wonuld have formidable under-
water forees Royal Navy
is  steadily  increasing  its
helicopter equipment.

In  his Explanatory State-
ment on the Navy Estimates
for 1959-60, the First Lord. the
Barl of Selkirk, said that a
number of front-line squadrons
of  Whirlwinds  had  been
formed for the anti-submarine
role. He added that a produe-
tiom order for the Wessex,
which will be the Navy's first
gas turbine-powered helicopter,
had heen placed: and he went
on to explain just why the
Admiralty was putting inereas.
ing cmphasis on the use of
rotary winged aireraft :—

“The introduetion of these
helisopter squadrons is making
onr anti-submarine forces more
effective  and  tlexible. The
helivopter,  with its  greater
mohility and almost complete
immunity  from  submarine
attack, can range out Im.\'nml
the Fleet or convoy. A heli-
copter’s sonar operates under
almost ideal conditions; and in
addition the aireraft  itself
cannot be tracked by the
submarine. The chances of a
submarine escaping detection
and destruetion, before reach-
ing a good firing position. are
muech reduced. Thus the Fleet
gaing a greater defence in
depth. At present helicopters
at sea are operated for the
most part  from  aireraft
carriers, but  investigations
have shown that they can be
operated from other elasses of
ship as well.”’

Some of the implications of
this  extremely interesting
statement  will be discussed
later, in a reference to heli-
copter training and  the
techniques adopted by these
aireraft. It seems logical at
first to mention the supply of

HELICOPTERS AND THE FLEET

By HUMPHREY WYNN

tof the Editorial Staff of **Flight ™)

erews. If the Navy is to have
many more helicopters, it mnst
have pilots to fy them.

Pilots  will he  trained not
only in the anti-submarine but
also in the command s for
when  TLMS, ihwark, "’
which is being converted into
a comnmande  ear [EOTTES
into serviee next year, she will
carry a foree of helicopters, 1t
s possible, too. that  before
lomg  the  Navy  will  have
another commanda carrier on
its strength.

Assuming that the Navy will
receive more Whirlwinds aml
the eas-turbine Wessex  for
these new  squadrons  in the
next year or so. we cone hack
to  consider  some  of  the
implications of the First Lord’s
statement.  He  mentions  the
helicopter™ “‘almost  complete
immunity . from  submarine
attack : that its sonar (detee-
tion  equipment)  Coperates
under  almost  ideal  condi-
tions:"" aned that “*the aireraft
itself cannot be tracked hy the
submarine.”” What advantages
does  the helicopter in  fact

s, compared  with  its
fixed-wing  counterpart.  for
anti-submarine duties?

This question  was  very

clearly answered in "Hmht

for 2nd May last year in an
article c!em-rihing the work of
one of the R.N. anti-submarine
helicopter  squadrons.  The
writer put the difference in
these terms:—

““The main advantage which
a helicopter has over a Gannet
— or a Shackleton or any other
fixed-wing aircraft for that
matter — is that it can lower
its own asdic transducer into
the sea, transmit its ‘ping' and
receive an echo from any

underwater  objeet  in  the
vieinity. In other words, it
has  an  active detector,  as
distinet from passive deteetion
by sonahuoys. It seares over
<hi -p.-rurul wselie also in not

being affected by the sounds
of the ship’s own  passage
throngh  the water.'”  (These

deteetion duties involve a erew
of three — pilot, observer and
underwater  controller,  ie.
sonir operiator),

Noowonder, then, that in faee
of an amderwater threat more
formidable  than auy  before,
the Navy should he pinning
its faith  wore awl more on
helicopters, It now  has only
one tixed-wing  anti-submar
squandron left, amd that will
he  converting  to hdlicopters
when TEMS, “Eagle™ goes in
for refit,

Nevertheless (1o guote again
from  the Flight™  article)
“‘the practical concept of using
Naval helicopters for routine
anti-submarine work on g large
<eale — as opposed to limited
exereises — is still relatively
new.” 8o is the practice of
landing Commando forees by
helicopter from aireraft-
carriers, a teclmigque first used
operationally during the Suex
action in November, 1956 ; aml
undoubtedly in both spheres
many new tacties have to be
worked out, so that young
pilots entering the Navy under
the five-year plan will be under
teaining while the techniques
they are to follow are still in
course of formulation.

At the Joint Anti-Submarine
School at  Londonderry the
RAF. and the Royal Navy
study each other's techmiques,
the former’s based on fixed-
wing and the latter’s on rotary

wing aircraft. While the R.AF.
a8 a land-hased foree operating
long-range aireraft for this
purpose persists with Shackle.
tons, the Navy is getting rid
of the fixed-wing aireraft it
previously used on A8, duties:
aml with the opening of an
operational training eentre at
Portland on  24th  April, the
production of helicopter pilots
will be steadily inereased 1o
fulfil the new needs,

This adoption of the heli
copter as a front-line aireraft
marks virtually a  revolution
in  Naval thinking, asx the
historical statisties show, For
ax recently as 1957 the Navy
had  only  one  operational
helicopter squadron, No. 845
amd the seeond, No, 820, was
anly commissioned in January
last year. Now the trend is non
only 1u form new squadrons,
as the First Lord explained.
but also 1o eonvert  former
fixed-wing squadrons to rotary
wing equipment. Thus No. 719

In which  was  recently
:I'ml nded at RN AR, Kelin-
tom”" in Nerthern Irelaml as o
Gannet unit, is being reformed
at Portland as No. 737 with
Whirlwimds,

With the inereasing number
of helicopters coming into RN,
use, the number of Hoating
basex from whicn they ean
operate must also be inereased.
Normally. such bases will e
provided by aireraft carriers,
the only type of ship which
ean operate aireraft in large
numbers,

Thus  the new  carrier
““Hermes,”" which is to do trials
this summer and is expected to
join the Fleet early next year,
will be equipped to carry AN
helicopters  as  well as  the
Navy’s new family of fighter
and strike aireraft.

The **Tribal"" class general-
purpose irigates are the first
frigates designed to carry a
helicopter for A.S. reconnais-
sance. The first of them, [1.M X,

Jume, 1999

Ashanti,” was  launched at
Glasgow on 9th March. Con-
willvrlug the limited  space
there is in a frigate anyway,
this ix remarkable proof of
Naval confidence in the heli-
copter’s landing and  take-off
abilities.  The new guided-
mixsile destroyers, on  which
preliminary work has begun,
are  designed 1o take a
helicopter,

So the Navy is clearly now
woing in for these aireraft in
a big way: not only ix it
getting more Whirlwinds and
the new Wessex, but a pre-
production order  has  been
Maced  with  Saunders-Roe
Ltd.. by the Ministry of
Supply  on  behalf  of  the
Admiralty for the P.531. This
is o turbine-powered, five-seater
weneral-purpose  helicopter: it
mide its first public how at
the Farnborough display  last
September, The size of the
order has not been diselosed ;
nor has the use to which these
nimble machines are to be put.

It has been assumed so far in
thix artiele that the submarines
agninst which the Navy’s heli-
copters. would operate would
have  conventional means  of
propulsion. The use of nuelear
power poses an entirely new
threat. As Mr. Orr-Ewing put
it in the Navy Estimates
debate when, referring to the
historie voyage of the USN.
submarine *‘Nautilus'  under
the North Pole last yvear, he
siid that this “rubbed in the
strategic  ax well  ax  the
technical  potentialities  of
nuelear submarines.” In faet,
the  development  of  such
vessels, able to stay  under
wiater for very long periods
and to deliver weapons while
submerged poses a  terrible
threat  involving the rpe-
thinking of our anti-submarine
concepts.

hlelnwhile the existing

tlu-nt is serious enough, with
the increasing numbers of

Russian  submarines and their
long-range operations: and the
Navy ix  exerciging all its
imagination and ingenuity to
counter it.

Helicopters  provide one of
the chief countermeasures;
frigatex now building and
major warships are to be fitted
with an asdie which, in per-
formance, will be five times
better than the present type
and in advance of any com-
;iurablv existing  detection
devices; and with the opening
in March of the new under-
water weapons establishment
at Portland, to undertake and
direet  all  researeh and
development on anti-submarine
weapons, it cannot be said that
the Navy is sitting still in the
face of undersea warfare
threats which daily grow more
formidehle.

—From ‘‘The Navy'



RETIREMENT OF SHIPPING
CHIEF

IWARDS the end of May.

Captain D, 8. Dull, who
first went to sea at the age of
15, retired from the position
of Commonwealth Director of
Navigation. He has filled this
position for the past four yeurs,
and has been with the Depari-
ment of Shipping and Trans-
port since 1929,

Captain Bull went to sea as
a deck boy in 1910 in the New
Zealand barque ** Jessie (‘raig. "’
After five years he was first
mate. At 21 he was in command
of his first ship and was fully
qualified ax master of an ocean.
going vessel. e is one of the
diminishing band of master
mariners in Australia whe hold
an extra master's (ordinary)
vertifieate.

During the war of 1914-158,
Captain  Bull served as licu-
tenant RN.R., commanding an
armed trawler in the Mediter-
ranean.  Captain - Bull  has
represented Australin on
several important international
conferenves on maritime
affairs, and last year attended
the court of marine inquiry in
Hong Kong into the disappear-
ance of the ill-fated *‘lan
Crouch."’

Tue MERCHANT SERVICE

8.8. ""CRONULLA' —

EXCHANGE OF PICTURES
N interesting cercmony
recently took place in

Sydney on board the AUSN.
o, Ltds  ss “Cronulla.”
when the President, Mr.
1L . . Cartledge, and the
Shire Clerk, Mr. ). R. Kirkby,
of the Council of the Shire of
Sutherland, were entertained
following the exchange of a
framed photograph of *'Cro.
nulla Beach” for one of s,
“Cronulla.” Mr. R, . Me-
lurney, a managing partner
in Macdonald, Hamilton & Co.,

managing  agents  for  the
AUSN. Co, Ltd, made the
presentation on behalf of the

company, whilst Mr, Cartledge
presented the Couneil’s picture
to Captain 1. C. MeCallum of
the **Cronulla.””

The *“Cronulla,” huilt in
1948, was originally named
“*Admiral Fraser’ as a tribute
to the then First Sea Lord,
Admiral of the Fleet, Lord
Fraser of North Cape. She was

FOSTER'S LAGIER
MELBOURNE BITTER

Food tastes better . . .

Jood is
better with

ABBOTS LAGER
VICTORIA BITTER

purchased by the AUSN. Co.
in the United Kingdom in 1954
and brought to Australia, being
renamed " Canberra.”  She
operated  in the  Australian
constul serviee under this name
1l April, 1958, when the
mpany relinguished the name
“Canberra™ to the P & .
SN Co, for their new 45,000-
ton  super-liner,  at  present
umder  construction  in the
‘nitedd Kingdom,  The  new
e “Cronulla’ was taken
1 the  well-known  beach
resort near  Sydoey.
FAIR LADY

“FIE liner she's a lady,””

sings  Kipling. And a
Royal one at that, if the
double-E surmounted by a
formalised Elizabethan eight-
arched erown on the bows of
the Orient Line's new 40,000-
tonner **Oriana’ means any-
thing. Expected to be on the
England-Australia run via Suez
next year, the owners of the
vessel have chosen the romantic
mame which the poets of the
day  bestowed upon  Queen
Elizabeth 1, as something that
vaptures the spirit of the
present Reign.

With a graceful profile
“Oriana’’ seems built to go,
and  her makers, Vickers-
Armstrongs Ltd.. give her a
service speed of 27 knots,
which will lop the normal
running time hetween England
and Australia by one week.

“ Oriana "' will provide a
waterfront novelty in being able
to move sideways. Cireular steel
casings arranged transversally
at bow and stern house
propeller assemblies, which can
turn the vessel on a threepenny-
hit. Useful for berthing and
other difficult manoeuvres in
confined waters,

THE NAYVY

NEW TANKER
CONSTRUCTION

MONGST a number of new
ships  that are being
lﬂll’:ﬂl about, oil 1ankers
coming into service inelude
the 18750  dwit  vessel
‘“‘Maloja,”’ owned by the
Charter Shipping Company of
Bermuda, and the 13,000-ton
tanker *“‘Queda,”’ which is the
first vessel of her type to be

built for the Hritish India
Steam Navigation Coy.
Launched  in April  last,

“*Maloja'’ is one of six tankers
on order, totalling 197,000
dw.t., for the Charter Shipping
Cay., which was incorporated
in Bermuda in 1956, She is
designed for bulk earrying: a
single deck type with poop,
bridge and forecastle, She will
have a service speed of 14}
knots, and a complement of 65
officers and crew. There are 27
main ecargo tanks, Trials are
scheduled for August.

“Queda’  has completed
trials, and will he making her
maiden voyage to Texas under
timecharter. She is commanded
hy Captain L. A. Bunn, while
her Chief Engineer is Mr
R. M. Kelso, R.N.R.
officers have been with the B.I,
Coy. for many years,

With a service speed of 14§
knots, “‘Queda’s’’ hull is also
divided into 27 curgo tanks,
with a small hold forward for
cased cargo. Accommodation is
amidships for officers and aft
for crew.

CLIMATE COMES, TOO

N she first entered
service in 1948, &
“‘Oreades’’ of the Orient Line
provided air  conditioning
facilities in her public rooms
and in parts of the First Class
accommodation. Now the whole
ship, including crew’s quarters,
is air-conditioned. Just com-
pleted in the shipyard of
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Harland & Wolff in under
eleven weeks, this big job has
cost the company £l-million
stg. and kept 1,625 men (200
on night shift) employed.

Hitherto the ship's machin-
ery has handled a forward air-
conditioning plant, electrieally
drive of 1,750,000 B.T.U.
ty. and an aft vacuum
refrigerating plant of 1,875,000
B.T.U. capacity, giving a total
of 3,625,000 B.T.Us.

Now  the  air-conditioning
machinery  required for the
fully wir-conditioned ship is ap-
proximately 14,000,000 B.T.U.x,
additional refrigerating plant,
totalling 12,500,000 B.T.1'.5, has
been installed. The extra horse-
power required for this alone
is the equivalent of that needed
to drive a modern  3,000-ton
cargo ship at 12 knots, The
additional refrigerating mach-
inery comsists of six turbo-
driven Arcton ‘6" compres.
sors 225 BH.P. each, with
ancillary equipment, three sets
being positioned forward of
the refrigerating machinery
compartment in  a  new
refrigerating machinery room
in No. 3 hold, and three sets
placed aft. between the pro-
peller  shafts in  the space
vacated by the old vacuum
refrigerating plant, which has
been removed from the ship.
"he remaining original
air - conditioning refrigerating
plant now comprises part of
the main refrigerating machin-
ery, and will be used to
supplement the new forward
installation.

Existing supply fans have
been fitted with brine coolers
and filters on the inlet side of
the fan intakes, and the exist-
ing Thermotank heating units
have been replaced with air.
conditioning units. All units
are supplied with chilled brine,
and space temperatures are
controlled by space thermostats
regulating the brine flow
through the coolers.

NEW PILOT
VESSELS

ARLY in May, the last of
the three new pilot vessels
eonstructed by the Maritime
Services Board of N.S.W. was
lifted from a temporary cradle
on the wharf at Goat Island
by the 150ton crane *‘Titan’
and placed in the water.
Named “‘Goolarn — an
aboriginal  word  meaning
“moonlight "' — the new vessel
and her sister ships, “‘Goon-
dooloo’ and **Giralong" will
ultimately  replace  the pilot
steamers “*Captain Cook’’ at
Syduey and **Birubi”’ at New-
castle. The three ships are of
similar dimensions, viz., length
overall 66 ft., beam 17 ft. 9 in..
depth B ft, and a draft forward
and aft of 4 ft. G in, and 6 ft.
3 in. respectively.
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AD ASTRA

INANCIAL  approval  has
been wiven tor a large tele-
seape to be known as the Isaav
Newton T"h'n-“pl- tu hq'_l'ull-
strmeted  and ereeted  inw
special building in the grnuml.‘-
of the Roval Greenwich Ob-
servatory Hurstmonerux
Castle in Sussex. The project
wirs sponsored by the Royal
society at the instanee of the
Roval  Astronomieal Society,
anel is o b sed by visiting as-
tronomets as well as by the
Sall at the Royal Greenwich
Gihservatory.  The  telescope,
which will be the largest an
e United Kingadom, will have
a Osinel aperture.  weigh
ahont 100 tons ad e some S50
fert lomg,  The ecost ol the
whule |ﬂ'n_i|-rl. il::'lllllill:.! ereee-
tion and  preparation of  the
site, i sl ot LB nt
sl and will take
five to six vears to complete
Expenditure will lu-__:-ihn
equally hetween the Treasary
aml the Mdwmiralty

s e

NEW ENTRY

HE standard  of  reeruits

now entering the Serviees
i mueh higher than it used to
be, aecording to the Director
ot Reerniting, Both in numbers
and guality those offering for
enlistment had improved over
a period  when opportunities
in eivilian life were  inereas
ingly attraetive,

Enlistment figures  for  the
last six months of 1958 were
considerably  better than in
the corresponding period in
1957. Nearly 3,000 enlistments
were effected in the period
mentioned, most of them in
general categories. The great-
est need is still for technical
men, and radio operators and
mechanies are urgently Te-

guired by the RAN.

THE NAYY

Sea Cadet Activities

T.S. "SIRIUS”

N the form of a letter to

the Editor, the (‘ommanding
Officer of T.S. **Sirius."" Lieu-
tenant J. H. O 'Connell,
ASB.C.LC.. describes the St.
GGeorge District Unit as cover-
ing that part of Sydney lying
between the Cooks River and
Georges River in the north and
south respectively, the shore of
Botany Bay to the east and the
East Hills railway line on the
west, about five to ten miles
in from the Bay shore, When
established in 1945 the unit
was on Georges River, where
it shared the premises of a
branch of the Royal Motor
Yacht Club. Some three years
ago it beecame obvious that
with the expansion of hoth
Cadet Unit and Yacht Club the
Unit would have to find a
‘‘home" of its own. Negotia-
tions were commenced with the
Munieipal Councils in the area
for the use of land, Rockdale
Council finally making avail-
able a large area in Cahill
Park on the bank of Cooks
River, some ten or twelve miles
from the Yacht Club site.
Three ex-army huts were
purchased and plans drawn up
for their re-erection in an ““H"’
shape, and building operations
were soon started by the two
officers and thirty cadets who
were in the Unit at that time.

As we would be moving to
the other end of our area when
the building was ready, there
was bound to be some loss of
cadets, however, night parades
were continued at (eorges
River while Saturdays were
spent building at Cooks River.
The building activities soon
attracted a few of the loeal
boys and they, together with
a few of those who had beep

June, 1969

at the other depot, formed the
nuelens of what amounted to
an almost new unit. Wednesday
night and Saturday parades
were  commeneed  at  Cahill
Park some sixteen months ago,
and although only about fifteen
cadets were on the roll at first,
numbers have been building up
steadily until today we have
fifty Sea Cadets and twenty
Junior (under 14) Cadets. Our
greatest need at the moment is
for more instructors.

[tiood work, **Sirius."” Full
of energy and interest with a
couple of ranging shots at the
end that give a mice bracket.
Look ont, “‘Gayundah.’’ Similar
accounts  from other States
would  he appreciated

A recent highlight was a
‘‘jungle landing exercise’’
carried out by twentyfive
senior ‘‘Sirius'’ cadets in Royal
National Park under the
leadership of P.O. (Instructor)
Ted Canser. The Cadets were
equipped with full battle
webbing gear, thanks to the
co-operation of the 45th
Battalion (St. George Regi-
ment), who have volunteered
any assistance possible. The
exercise was n great success,
and further jungle and survival
activities are planned.

The more formal parades
are not neglected. Once a
quarter we march, led by the
Unit drummers and an Ensign
party, to St. David's Anglican
Chureh, Arncliffe, These
Church parades have proved
very popular with the Cadets;
have been very we!l attended
and have built up muech local
prestige and goodwill., This
vear the Unit is undertaking
a duw previously dome by
R.AN. Feserve personnel in

everyone, — Editor.]

During the last six months
or so the Unit has taken its
place in all training and
sporting aetivities, While our
huilding is still far from com-
plete, we have been able to
offer hospitality to the St
(icorge Rowing Club, who
aceommodate their shells in
onr hoat shed, and also to T.S.
““‘Shropshire.”’ our ‘‘chummy’
ship, who keep their sailing
dinghy there as well. With the
‘‘Shropshire’’ dinghy and also
the ‘“Sirius’’ dinghies, it is rare
indeed now for sails not to be
sighted either or the river or
ot Botany Bay, for it is only
a mile straight sail to the river
mouth on the bay, and the
hoats are in use every Saturday
and Sunday. The two Units
also play football and ericket
on a Council-maintained oval
which adjoins the Unit parade
ground.

tion with the Arncliffe
RS.L. commemoration of
ANZAC day by providing the
armed guard, the Cenotaph

_guard and the bugler. The

Unit ders it an h to
represent the Navy at such
ceremonies,

The five Divisions are named
after the first five Governors of
the Colony — Phillip, Hunter,
King, Bligh and Macquarie —
and there is keen competition
between them to form the best
guard for colours at Divisions.
These duties they take in rota-
tion, the smartest Division pro-
viding the armed guard for the

next ceremonial or offi-
cial inspection. The Divisions
carry out the theory part of the

training programme on the
Wednesday night parade, thus
leaving Saturday afternoon for
practical work or recreational
activities. are t in
sailing or sporting activities,
with just a little work here and
(Concluded on page M)
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@ 21 chunky squares

@ rich satisfying flavour

@ so smooth . .. so creamy

These are just a
few of the many reasons
why you'll like Cadbury's Dairy

Milk Chocolate. Take a deep bite of Cadbury’s
Dairy Milk Chocolate. Mmm . . . it's so smooth
... 50 creamy . . . so satisfying. There’s wonder-
ful cating enjoymeént in each of the 21 thick,
chunky squares. Nourishing, too; there's a glass
and a half of pure, fresh, full-cream milk in every
4 Ib. Buy a block today.
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Deep Water Tickets

OTICED in “*Guild News"'
are notes from the Schoo)

of Navigation which show that
during 1958 the total number
of  foreign  going  certificates
issued  throughout  Australia
was 65, This was made up as

follows 1957 figures in
brackers
Master .. 00280
Ist Mate . 16 (19
2l Mate [t

ciles issted

rt
vedrs gives these

Analysis o
in the last (o
yearly ave

Master FAb . 290
Ist Mate Fui 25,0
2 Mate F.G 4.2
Total average ... T

usly i

As remarked  pre
these notes the figures are in
the  reverse  onder 1o what
would be expeeted. The reasons
for 2nd  Mates  having  the
lowest average would be due
to many  apprentices leaving
the seq before or after com.
pleti their  indentures,  or
Juining  the Nemmen's  Union,
Fewer A B s sit for certificates
these days than previously. On
the other hand o reason for
Masters  having  the  highest
averagge is probably that quite
a few of them obtaimed thepr
lower certifieates overseas,

T.8. “8IRIUB" from page 2
there to keep the boats and
buildings in reasonable shape.

If any *'Sirius"" cadets read
this through they ecan take
warning that during winter
when there is no sailing there
will be more work, for our aim
during this year is to complete
our building. Then we go all
out after T.S. **Gayundah’’ in
Brisbane, which is the Unit, so
we are told, with the biggest
ship's company of all. Our
ultimate aim, however far off
these targets might be, is to
be the biggest and best Unit
in the A.S.C.C. What opposi-
tion do we have?

THE NAVY

“The History of the British

Navy™, by Michael Lewis.
ivorge  Allen & [Unwin)
Aust. price 41 6.

Written by the Professor of
History and English at the
R.N. College, Gircenwich, what
is also a Penguin book is here
dressed up in boards. The con-
tents are the same though;
delightful in prose, excellent
in matter and proper in pride.
The anthor handles two themes
coneurrently—"what the Navy
is aml how it came to be so,
and what it did and why.”" All
things have a beginning and
e the Tudors, ships and
i were hired in time of
witr to supplement the ** King's
Ships™. paid and maintained
by the Crown alone. At the
vonclusion  of  hostilities the
civilian element was disbanded.
They were the Naval Reserve
of thoese days, brought in to
add weight and numbers to the
“*Navy Royal™, as the Crown's
ships came to be known. English
monarchs fought private wars
umtil the seventeenth century
when  sovereignty was lost to
the State, It was Charles 11
whu first used the term ** Royal
Navy" for a fighting Service
that alone served the State,
until about 1800 when events
led to the re-mobilisation of the
vountry's entire shipping re-
sourees. Merchant ships and
seumen  became the Merchant
Navy, and from then on there
was  the eclose association of
amateur and professional fight-
ing  seamen that we know
today. What the Navy is, and
what the Navy did is the his-
tory of the British race and
Michael Lewis deseribes it in
2 way to gladden the heart of
anyone. This is a book to sit up
over, B.H,
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**Destroyers will Rendezvous’,
by Jamieson Brown. (Jar-
rolds) Aust. price 18/9.

Any narrative coneerning
one man’'s war in destroyers in
the North Sea has been told
before, but Jumieson Brown has
little to fear in comparison. An
ex Lieutenant R.AN.V.R, he
has written & good yarn in a
convineing way. Both dialogue
and the scemes described have
an authentic ring, while dis-
tance lends a certain enchant-
ment to views that were not so
hot at one time. The tale deals
with the experiences of three
Australians of different types,
who pgained commissions under
the terms of a *‘Yachtaman's
Scheme’’ that took them to
England. Seen through the eyes
of a perceptive writer, know-
ledgeable readers will pick the
story over for themselves. In
the main, it is close enough to
fact to keep one's interest. This
is the first full length novel
from & Western Australian
writer, of whom more should be
heard. B.H.

L]
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A PURSUIT WITHOUT
PRECEDENT
““ Hunting the Bismurck.” By
[

8. Forester. ( Michael
Joseph).

One expects to find the maxi-
mum of excitement and human
interest in any story written by
C. 8. Forester and his latest
book—the chase and sinking of
the Bismarck—is no exception,
The pursuit really began on the
night of the 23rd/24th
1941, when the Suffolk first
made contact with her in the
Denmark Strait and she was
not sunk until the forenoon of
27th May. Owing, however, to
the almost complete absence of

dates and times in the narrative,
it is not always possible to
appreciate the significance of
the various incidents during the
chase.

But Mr. Forester writes for
the layman and steers clear of
tactical and technical considera-
tions. He makes no reference
to the Suffolk’s radar and leaves
the reader wondering why the
‘‘Admiral’" and the ‘‘Rear-
Admiral”’ should be ‘‘enter-
taining the Air Vice-Marshal”’
in the Admiralty War Room
amid all the excitement. Were
they the C.N.8. or D-CNS,
the D.N.I and the Air Foree
Liaison 1

It is amazing also that the
German Admiral in a speech
to his officers at Kiel, within
hearing of the dockyard maties,
should inform them that the
Bismarek is about to sail to the
Atlantic. This vital piece of
information is (of course) over-
heard by a British secret agent.
None the less it is a thrilling
tale, of abworbing interest from
beginning to end. G.T.
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SMALL YACHT RACING

“*Marks to Starboard.” By
Robin Steavenson. (Jenkins,)

Many of us remember Dr
Steavenson’s  previous  book,
““When Dinghics Delight,”” and
this one is no less admirable. We
are taken, as it were, on board
while races ure being held.
participating in the exeitement
and with the opportunity of
seeing in operation many of the
scerets that go to the making
of a first-class helmsman. Wi
are told, for instance, that
terylene has many advantages
as a sail fabrie, having less
drag than cotton and being
almost impervious to air. Therc
is on almost every page some-
thing that the sagacious yachts-
man will be glad to see.

-

UNDER THE NORTH POLE
“Nautilus 90 North.”” By Com-

mander William R. Anderson,

U.S.N., with Clay Blair, Jr.
(Hodder and Stoughton.)

*‘Nautilus 90 North,"' written
by the Commander of the
““Nautilus'’, is the story of her
epie voyage last year under the
North Polar ice-cap. It is a

thrilling sea story quite unlike
any that has ever been written
before. For the “*Nautilus',
with her nueclear power plant,
hears no relation whatever to
the submarine of the past 60
years, apart from having en-
gines, periscopes amld tanks for
submerging.

Neither the magnetic nor the
gyro compass could be relied on
for navigation in Polar waters
But security considerations un-
fortunately prevent the author
viving details of the naviga-
tional instrument—the inertial
navigator, or N.6.A—which
kept him precisely informed of
the submarine’s position at all
times. He tells us it was de-
signed by the North American
Aviation Company’s engineers
to guide the intercontinental
air-breathing  guided missile
Navaho and he deseribes it us
virtually an electronic brain,
storing  up information on
speeds, courses, ete,

Commander Anderson has the
wift of making the reader feel
personally the anxieties he went
through. He writes also with
the modesty which all who have
met him would have expected.
while justifiably emphasizing

the pride whieh he and his
crew felt in their great achieve-
ment. His admiration of the
designer of the nuclear power
plant and of the **Nautilus''
herself — Admiral  Rickover,
17.8.N.—knows no bounds. Due
praise is also given to President
Eisenhower, without whose en-
thusiasm and backing the voy-
age would never have taken
place, The book includes several
interesting  photographs of the
crew  anid  their surroundings
and  u number of amusing
stories illustrative of American
humounr, G.P.T.
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ADVENTURES AMONG THE
SEYCHELLES
“*Beyond the Reefs.'” By Wil-
fimm  Travis. (Allen and

Unwin, 21s.)

When the market value of
the type of shell known as
Green Snail was of the order
of £300 or more per tom it
seemed an excellent idea to go
in search of this commodity
among the Seychelles. It is true
that one could encounter other
than human creatures in those
waters as, for instance, when
the author found himself face
to face with a large Hed Snap-
per. weighing perhaps 50 lb.
They examined each other with
cantion and  then went their
respective  ways. There are
sharks; and a hunting shark, as
the author tells us from his
experience, is probably the most
efficient killing mechanism ever
devised, and one of the most
frizhtening. Nevertheless, Wil-
liam Travis had a very inter-
esting time and one ean only
regret that the American syn-
thetic industry has now suc-
ceeded in producing an
imitation mother-of-pearl indis-
tingnishable from the real
artiele, so that the market
value of Green Snail suffered
sueh a drop that it was no
longer a worthwhile occupation
to go in search of it. H.B.
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... still the finest way to travel

THIS is a ship of the Line that has scen the birth
and growth of the greatest Commonwealth of Nations the

world has known. For one hundred and twentv-one vears, P. & .

has served that Commonwealth, carried its people and its BRITAIN vio SUEZ
products in peace, kept open its lines of communication in war. MEDITERRANEAN PORTS
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