





























































































































JANE'S FIGHTING SBHIPS
1958-59

“Jane's Fighting Ships.’
Edited by . V. B. Blackman.
(Sampson  Low  Marston &
('o.).

HE comment “*hest ever™

ocenrs frequently in reviews
of *“Jane,”” nevertheless it can
be said that this edition is the
hest  that the present Editor
has yet produced. After the tur-
moil of a jubilee edition in new
format last year it has been pos-
sible to devote much more time
to  amending and  expanding
data and illustrations and the
result amply justifies the labour
and expense involved. This edi-
tion of *‘Jane’ is certainly
value for money and a neeessity
for those who follow naval
affairs.

While a brave face is put on
the British section the Editor is
foreed to make much of little
for there is a searcity of new
construetion and  the *‘recent
disposals’” notes are hoth fre-
gquent and large. ** Vietorious™’
and the new frigate programme
are well illustrated, as are the
new submarines of the **Por-
poise”” class, The weleome news
of repeat submarines of this
class is made public in this edi-
tion as are some details and
names of the new (ieneral Pur-
pose frigates.

In the Commonwealth fleets,
(Canada again  maintains  her
pre-eminent position, illustrating
the new ships of the *‘Resti-
gonche ™ elass and with news of
successors to them. Tneidentally,
these former ships sport the first
British-designed 3in. gun and
turret to put to sea. Our own

M

“Vietorious™  uses guns and
mountings of 7.5, pattern!

India. with photographs of
“Brahmaputra’” and ** Kukri,”
gives promise of a new genera-
tion of ships for her naval ser-
vice. It will be interesting to
wateh the effect on Pakistan of
this aceretion of strength.

Abroad, it is of course America
and Russia that attract imme-
date attention. Despite a drastic
pruning of the Russian pages hy
the Editor and the deletion of
much ancient material there
still remains the most formid-
able peacetime threat to Britain
sinee the days of the Imperial
Iigh Seas Fleet. The comment
in the foreword that *‘there has
been a considerable increase in
Russian naval activity on the
high seas’” makes chill reading
when taken into account with

the many fine vessels illustrated.

The United States section is,
ax usual, staggering in its im-
mensity, The cold statement

that ** . . . it is intended that in
1960/70 there will bhe 150
nuelear-powered ships . . . a

fleet of 75 nuclear-powered sub-
marines . . . "7 gives the best
possible comment on this Ser-
vice. A study of this section
brings several points foreibly to
mind—the rapid construetion of
immense attack carriers and
nuclear submarines and the ap-
parent absolute dependence on
them, the enormous missile
capacity of the projected fleet
hoth in the ballistie and guided
fields. and the imminent obsoles-
cence of a large portion of the
IT8S.N. It is a sobering thought
that the [.S. A, can devote near-
Iv one-third of the total British
Naval Estimates to the con-
struction of one ship. ** Enter-
prise,”” the first nuclear-pow-
dered carrier, is cstimated to
vost over £100,000,000.

Amongst the smaller navies,
France continues to produce
some  very fine-looking  ships.
This edition portrays ** Colbert ™
and promises the new ecarrier

shortly. Holland completes her
refit of **Karel Doorman’ and
produces a new angle, literally,
on light fleet carriers that is at
least original. What its effect
will be on already fast rolling
ships remains to be seen. Italy,
always one for striking appear-
unces, shows designs for guided
missile ships both new and con-
verted that will at least be of
interest. She also, in common
with the two other vx-Axis coun-
tries, has returned to the field
of submarine construetion. De-
signs by navies formerly pre-
eminent in this field will be in-
terpsting after so long an ab-
senee, In South America, much
that is new or recent appears.
Argentina and Brazil now sport
W ear i. ('olombia has ac-
quired two striking destroyers
from Swedish yards to counter-
aet the Venezuelan flotilla, and
Chile s iting delivery of
new  destroyers  from  British
vards. These may well be of in-
terest us the last true destroyer
designs to emanate from  the
country of their birth,

EXOITEMENT OF WAR
AT BEA

‘*Force Ten."’ By George Mar-
telli. (Cape).

'HE hero of this war book is a
retired naval officer, named
Selly, who, having married a
neurotic woman, weleomes the
outbreak of war because it al-
lows him to escape from her and
from his unsatisfactory life as a
farmer. Unhappily for himself,
his war duties are as tedious as
his peacetime chores. He is
given a shore job, in fact, train-
ing pilots to land their aircraft
within a small area. Not even
life in an aireraft carrier scems
to offer much excitement.

In 1944, however, the hero
takes on a more adventurous
task, set, at first, in the Amp-
hibious Operations Base. There-
after he has to tow a fleet of
landing eraft to the Far East.
The voyage is not auspicious.
The ratings quarrel among
themselves, and the hero yuar-
rels with the Admiralty—as well
as with the perils of the deep

and the devices of the enemy.
The book takes its title the
storm which overtakes the fleet.
Now since Conrad wrote *‘ Typ-
hoon,’’ any novelist who tries to
copy him must ex
judged by a high standard.
whether that seems fair or not.

This book comes nowhere near
Conrad’s masterpiece, but it
does evoke an aceurate picture
of the frustrations and excite-
ment that together make up a
larga part of war at sea.

NO GEAVITY HERE

““Not Entirely Serious.”” By
Tom Girtin, ( Hutchinson).

MMUNITION for the ancient

naval pastime of ribbing the
“*Brown Jobs,”" alias the Army,
is amply provided in this
hilariously funny aceount of the
exploits of a wartime soldier
whose literal interpretation of
the instruction to use his ini-
tintive results in farcical situa-
tions worthy of Voltaire at his
peak of satire. Adroitly mixed
with the eusterd-pie comedy
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situations is a souffle of wit and
irony which maintains the
tempo of a chuckle a page and
a real good laugh a chapter,

Few intelligent readers will
fail to penetrate the identity
of the symbolic soldier mas-
yuerading under the name of T.
Harbinger as being closely allied
to the reallife story of Tom
Girtin, whose seeond book this
is. Indeed, it is the abiding mis.
fortune of the Navy that he
went (albeit reluctantly) to the
Army: as the Press Gang Law
has never been repealed. Tom
Girtin should at onee be placed
on board an aireraft carrier aml
ordersd to write in his inimit-
ahle way.

Connoisseurs of Serviee hum-
our will he well advised to rush
off and acquire **Not Entirely
Serious”* for here is o new writer
whose works may soon become
a cult, He is unique. and he is
brilliant, as he deseribes *‘the
sort of eivilian soldier that He-
gular generals prefer to forget,”’
and the sentry who gave a visit-
ing Major “‘a storm of obscene
inveetive inviting him to per-
form the anatomically impos-
sible.””

.

DUTCH SEIZE SHIP

The Dutch destroyer Drenthe
this month seized a Dutch inter-
island vessel manned by Indo-
nesians in the Macassar Strait,
between Borneo and Celebes.

The Dutch Admiralty, an-
nouncing this in The Hague.
said the Indonesians upened
fire when the destroyer 50|
the vessel, the 2,18 mn
Kasimbar.

The Indonesians were dis-
armed, and the ship, owned by
K.P.M., the Royal Dutch Steam
Packet Company, was taken to
Manokwari, in Dutch New
Guinea,

The Kasimbar was flying the
Dutch flag and had a Dutch
certificate of registry

Authoritative sources in The
Hague said there were 14 Indo-
nesians aboard the Kasimbar

%

EXPLOSION AT SEA

About 50 people were killed
when the British [reighter

Seistan, carrying gelignite, blew

up and sank at Manamah,
Bahrein, on February 19.

During the night the boats
picked up 18 survivors, includ-
ing the wife and small son of
the first officer.

The Seistan, of 7,440 tons,
carried a crew of 16 Britons
and 50 Indians.

Half the gelignite cargo of
160 tons hafle g:zn un!gdcd
as a precaution when unloading
stopped for the night. The
crew were fighting the fire when
the explosion occurred.

The blast threw flames 300
feet into the air and shook
houses five miles away.

A fieet of small rescue boats
put out, and some of them took
the seriously injured survivors
to the Government hospital.

The dead include the 5hlps
master, Captain  W.
Chappell.
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Genuine WARDEN proof duck is the sturdiest, most reliable of all canvases,
The wartime development of genuine WARDEN paid particular attention
to salt water protection. That's why you'll find tarpaulins and hatch covers,
spray hoods and boat covers made of genuine WARDEN give many years'
longer life at the mooring.
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made for Australian conditions. It lasts and keeps its “as new" qualities years
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