


W e need your he lp 

to m a k e A u s t r a l i a 

s t r o n g ! 
N e v e r was the n e e d s o jrreal f o r 
experienced m e n in the Navy, 
Army anil Air F o r c e . T h o u s a n d s 
of yoiin<r, e n t h u s i a s t i e , hut un-
tra ined m e n are a n s w e r i n g Aus-
tral ia 's rail f o r rapid e x p a n s i o n 
o f o u r d e f e n c e f o r c e s . The?, 
n e e d your h e l p to m a k e t l ieni 
e f f ic ient sa i lors , s o l d i e r s am! 
a i r m e n . 

NEW PAY RATES, NEW CONDITIONS, MAKE 
SERVICE LIFE TODAY REALLY ATTRACTIVE 

Age Limits and Conditions of Entry 
Navy: Re-entry up to 17 years for a two-
year period provided ARI.K ratinj: 01 
above lias l»een held and applicant has nol 
been a \ \a \ f rom the Service more than 
live years. 

Army: \\ ith previous service as a Private, 
up to HO years for re-entry. With previoiu-
service as an N.C.O.. up to H5 years. With 
instructional experience in certain corps, 
up to IH years. Tradesmen subject to trade 
csls. up to II years. 

Air Force: Ground Staff. IH to IH year-
Kx-VC.O. Wireless Air Gunners ami 
Opera tors to 28 years. Pilots and Naviga-
tors re-entered up to HO years (sl ightly 
older if with exceptional exper ience) . 

Part-time Service: Those who cannot 
enlist for full-time Service can still play 
an important part in Australia's defence 
hy joining the Citizen Military Korco . tip* 
Royal Australian Naval Reserve, the Acli \c 

| Citizen Air Koree <»r R.A.A.I". Reserve 

MINIMUM AGE: ARMY & NAVY. 17 YEARS: AIR FORCE. 18 YEARS. 

Kiiqiiire Milium! oliliy.iiii.ii ,ii 
The Combined Services Recruiting 
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in any ol tin- follow in;: «-iik-»: 
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PREMIER WIRE WORKS 
PTY. LTD. 

GENERAL WIREWORKERS 
Manufacturers of . . . 

"PREMIER" Win Kite ton Utensils 
GUARANTEED AND RELIABLE. 

2 CHAPEL STREET, RICHMOND, VICTORIA 

M .V. " D U N T R O O N " — 1 0 . 5 0 0 s o u 

MELBOURNE 
STEAMSHIP 

CO. LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: 

31 King St . , Me lbourne . 

BRANCHES OR AGENCIES 
AT ALL PORTS. 

MANAGING AGENTS 
(or 

H O B S O N S B A Y D O C K 
A N D E N G I N E E R I N G 

C O Y . P T Y . L T D . 
SHIP REPAIRERS. ETC. 

Work.: 
Wi l l i amstown, Victoria . 

it is a 
pleasure 
to smoke 

CAPSTAN 
cigarettes 

TIM* 
FOA A 

CAPSTAM 
r x c n m r s p a v o u m d u iaaaa i i t 
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L E S L I E ' S 
Complete Home Furnishern 

505 P I T T S T R E E T , S Y D N E Y 

( n e x t d o o r t o E s q u i r e T h e a t r e ) 

' P h o n e : M 3267 . 

A c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d c o m p l e t e r a n g e of Q u a l i t y 
F u r n i t u r e in B e d r o o m Su i t e s , D i n i n g R o o m 
Su i t e s , L o u n g e S u i t e s a n d K i t c h e n S e t t i n g s is 

ava i l ab l e f o r y o u r s e l ec t i on . 

CASH OR EASY T E R M S C A N BE A R R A N G E D 
IF R E Q U I R E D 

O u r a i m is C o u r t e s y a n d A t t e n t i o n t o y o u r n e e d s 
a t all t imes . 

L E S L I E ' S 

Whyalla - Australia's 
Progressive Shipyard 

T N D U S T R I A L expansion at Whyalla, S.A., is dearly illustrated in this 
aerial photograph showing the Broken Hill Proprietary's shipyard and 

blast furnace plant (on lef t ) . The photograph was taken prior to the 
launching of the s.s. " I ron Yampi" (seen in the centre foreground) on 
September 1, 1947. Four ships of this 12,500-ton ore-carrying type will 
be built. T h e yard has completed sixteen vessels to date. For ambitious 
and enterprising young Australians, splendid opportunities for remuner-
ative employment exist at Whyalla. 

Tlit N«vy I 
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Agee fyrex has 
a my with men! 

( . . . aid a way with 

Womei, too) 

W b . n th* "hungry hunters" com, home to (Mat 
there's on* aura w a r ot aatiatyinq man-aiiad appatllaa. 

Food cookad In Ag*a Pyrex looks g o o d — t a t * qood—ii 
good! Il'a th* kind ol cooking man go lor In a big way. And 

not only la Aga* Pyr*» lop* with th* mala m*mbera oi th* 
houaahold—It'a a lavourit* with wlvaa aa wall. No wondarl 

It's tima-aavlng and troubl*-*«Tlnq. Ualng luat on* diak. 
you can cook In It . . . antra in it . . . ator* in it* and 

Aga* Pyrax makaa light work oi washing np. Add to 
your a o n r a n l a o o . . . add to your moal an)oyaaaat 

M A R K E T E D B Y C R O W N C R Y S T A L G L A S S P T Y . L T D . 
7 D - « 

F o r t h e B e s t S o f t D r i n k s 

Always say . . . 

MARCHANT'S 
PLEASE • 

O f f i c e 8£ F a c t o r y : J 4 Y O R K S T . , R I C H M O N D , V I C T O R I A 
' P h o n e : J A 3 1 5 1 . 

XM 



N E W C A S T L E A D E L A I D E • B R I S B A N E 
M * I G G I " 3 I • I ' I » 

are tJie'v^^toiits' 
T H A T M A K E S \ * X t w A £ ( W l f l 6 S t 6 0 0 8 1 , 

There's the tungsten filament, for instance—born in heat^at 
high as 6.000" F., under pressure up to 3,000 lbs. per square 
inch; argon clear gas to fill the bowl, with endurable plastic 
cement that seals the glass rigidly and permanently to it» 
metal stem and cap. And, because of 
these high-grade materials, coupled 
with expert Australian workmanship, 
you get in Siemens Lamps units of 
illumination that are unexcelled for 
service and long life. 

S I E M E N S (AUSTRALIA) PTY. L IM ITED 
M E L B O U R N E 
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RAISING T R A I N E D MEN 
FOR R.A.N. 

IN relation to population and national require-
ments, the number of volunteers so far enrolled 

in the Australian defence forces is still very dis-
appointing. Although the Navy has relatively 
drawn more to its ranks than the Military, and is 
practically as well off as the Air Force, it has not 
been able to obtain anything like the quota of 
enlistments adequate progressively to fill its pro-
jected strength. 

The successful passage of the National Service 
Bill through the Senate marks, therefore, a vital, 
if belated, step forward in Australian defencc 
plans. An adequate complement of active Naval 
personnel and strong formations of reservists are 
an indispensable part of a balanced defence of the 
seaways and seaboards of our homeland. 

The Navy Department has revealed that nothing 
short of 7,000 more trained men will be needed on 
mobilisation. Clearly, then, no Naval programme 
could be considered adequate that does not meet 
these essential requirements. It is imperative, there-
fore, that this realistic effort be left, politically un-
tramelled, to the wide active service knowledge and 
trained imagination of the Naval Board 

April, IWI. 

Training services will need to be considerably 
expanded and made more intensive. Men may man 
ships, but it is the training they receive which makes 
for efficiency and rules the coursc.of history. 

SEA POWER—VICTORY'S GREATEST 
ELEMENT. 

Looked at from the viewpoint of global war, 
victory has no greater element than sea power— 
an efficient and up-to-date Navy. Of the truth of 
this probably no one is more conscious than Vice-
Admiral the Earl Mountbatten of Burma. In his 
report to the Combined Chiefs of Staff, published 
early in February by H.M. Stationery Office, he 
makes this plain. 

The Report tells the story of the victory winch 
led to the liberation of South-Hast Ana, beginning 
with the Quebec Conference in May, 1945, and 
ending with the Japanese surrender and the negotia-
tions with Aung San, later» Prime Minister of 
Burma, that led to the enrolment of the Burma 
National Army in the regular Burma Army in 
1945. Earl Mountbatten was then Admiral Lord 
Louis Mountbatten, Supreme Allied Commander, 
South-East Asia Command. 

Paying tribute to the Merchant Fleet and the 
Allied Navies in the campaign, .Earl Mountbatten 
writes: 

"V 

ALL GLASSES OF SHIP REPAIRS AND FITTINGS 
UNDERTAKEN 

88-102 N O R M A N B Y R D . . S T H . M E L B O U R N E . V I C . 

T e l e p h o n e s : M X 5231 ( 6 l ines) . 

THE UNITED SHIP SERVICES 
PTY. LTD. 

1U Mmvy 1 



W I L L I A M COOK PTY. LTD. 
T I M B E R M E R C H A N T S 

MARY ST.. PRESTON, VICTORIA 
. 'PHONE ili 2161 

Whan ships of the Navy 
"heave to" this rope 
holds fast! 

A N C H O R B R A N D 

W5.X- / ' JV- I 

( 

In this land of ours—in this Australia of kindliness, of friendship, 
of good humoured tolerance . . . perhaps no beverage is more at 
home than good Australian beer. For beer is a drink Australians 
like. It is a part of pleasant living, of good fellowship, of sensible 
moderation. Aud our right to enjoy it . . . this too is a part of 

our Australian heritage of personal freedom. 

Beer is Good For You 
Enjoy it! 

C A R L T O N «£ U N I T E D B R E W E R I E S 
BREWING IN AUSTRALIA FOR 98 YEARS. 

L T D . 

ALEX H. MACKIE 
E N G I N E E R 

9-11-3 THERRY ST., 

MELBOURNE. VICTORIA 

METAL STAMPINGS 
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS 

lor th. 
MOTOR AND AIRPLANE 

INDUSTRIES. 

For all enquiries pleaje 

'Phone FJ 3629. 

COCKATOO DOCKS 
& ENGINEERING 

CO. PTY. LTD. 
• 

Contractor, to . . . 

H.M. AUSTRALIAN NAVY. 
Ship-builderj. 

Marine 

and 

General Engineers. 
Inquiri., Invitod. 

C O C K A T O O ISLAND 
SYDNEY 

Phone: W B 1941 
(10 K M . ) 

The Navj 

"Victory in South-East Asia, on land and in the 
air, was built on the firm foundations of the security 
of our sea communications. For no combination of 
land and air forces could have succeeded if our 
Merchant ships to, and within, the Command had 
ceased to function regularly and efficiently. This 
security was guaranteed, in co-operation with our 
maritime air forces, by the Allied Fleet. It was 
the Navy which established the sea and air 
superiority over the Japanese in preparations for 
the assault on Malaya, when the enemy's sia com-
munications were cut by sea forces as effectively 
as his land communications were being cut by air 
forces." 

Viewed, then, from the angle of Australian de-
fence, how forcibly this should impress itself upon 
the framework of our Defence Programme. For 
just as the main element of Victory was provided 
by the Na'vy and naval air forces in South-East 
Asia, so in like manner it would be in any defence 
of Australia. Should war break out in the Pacific 
or Indian Oceans, it would undeniably be upon the 
Navy and the carrier air groups that the great 
responsibility of maintaining the sea communications 
and resisting invasion would largely fall. That this 
was so in regard to Britain—an island country lik-.-
ourselves—in both the First and Second World 
W a r s is now unquestioned history. It is for us 
never to forget the strategic importance of that 
historical lesson. 

B R I T A I N ' S N A V Y ESTIMATES: T H E I R 
M E A N I N G IN S T R E N G T H A N D 

SACRIFICE. 

Britain's Navy Estimates, 1951-52, with their 
accompanying Programme, issued on February 
16th, reveal an increase of £85,500,000 over the 
Estimates for 1950-51. They provide for a net 
expenditure of £278,500,000, exclusive of the 
£10,000,000 Supplementary Estimate presented to 
Parliament jn February 6th. Nor do they include, 
of course, any additional expenditure which may 
follow Mr. Attlee's statement to the House that 
in view of the urgent need to strengthen defences, 
it had been decided to increase and accelerate pre-
parations still further. 

The Estimates provide for a maximum strength 
of 143,500, including W R N S and members of 
Queen Alexandra's Naval Nursing Service. It 
also includes officers and men retained beyond 
the period of their engagement to meet the neces-
sities of the Korean situation, as well as the reserv-
ists recalled for that purpose. The additional pre-
parations referred to by Mr. Attlee may be ex-
pected to raise naval manpower up to 152,000. 

In the increased Vote, £18,000,000 is provided 
for improved pay and higher cost of victualling 

and clothing: nearly £56,000,000 for shipbuild-
ing, ship repairs, maintenance and armament!; 
£3,500,000 for scientific services: and £4,750,000 
for works and buildings. The remainder of the 
increase is spread over other Votes, of which the 
only one to show a substantial fall is that which 
applies to non-effective services—pensions and 
retired pay—which is £150,000 lower than last 
year's at just over £15,000,000. 

The figures of expenditure, therefore, are im-. 
prcssive enough. Yet the estimated expenditure 
raises two major questions, presents one . tragic 
factor. 

The first question centres around the impact 
it will have on civil industry and the supply of 
raw materials for civil needs. The second question 
springs from the fact that as Britain is "building 
up a programme over three or four years out of 
practically nothing," will the people and the nation 
be able to sustain it. As for the tragic factor, T h e 
London Times, commenting in this regard on 
16-2-51, said: 

"Re armament can be achieved only by deduc-
tions from civil consumption: and the biggest 
barrier to increased output is the shortage of 
some essential raw materials . . . The economic 
task is to make sure that the programme is carried 
out in a way which docs least damage to the es-
sential foundations of Britain's economy . . . Here, 
bleakly, is the prospect before the nation, what-
ever its Government." 

However, that the programme proceeds there 
is ample evidence. Of new construction, modern-
isation, and conversion the First Lord's Statement 
makes it clear that the work has been greatly 
accelerated in kccpinc with the £3.600,000,000 
Defence Programme on which the Estimates are 
based. 

From the naval angle, the whole programme is 
directed towards the submarine menace. A num-
ber of new designed A / S frigates, of types, are to 
be built. All these vessels will be fitted with the 
very latest developments in anti-submarine weap-
ons, which will make them unequalled in their 
anti-submarine role. In addition, a programme of 
fast patrol boats for use, either as torpedo boats 
or gun boats, is in hand. . 

Of the two fleet aircraft carriers under construc-
tion, H.M.S. "Eagle" "ff expected to join the Fleet 
shortly: while the construction of the "Ark Royal" 
is being adjusted to allow- even later equipment to 
be embodied in her than is fitted in H.M.S. 
"Eagle." 

Work 
is also proceeding satisfactorily on the 

four light fleet carriers on the "Hermes" class and 
the eight destroyers of the "Dar ing" class. Sat-
isfactory progress, too, is being made on the de-
velopment of fast submarines of a new type; while 
41 new minesweepers are being placed on order. 

April. 1981. 



BIZARRE POISONERS AND SHOCKERS OF THE SEAS 
WATER LIFE. ESPECIAL? Y T H A T W H I C H RELATES T O THE FISHES, IS ALWAYS A 
FASCINATING STUDY, A N D HERE THE A U T H O R SETS O U T TO S H O W SOME OF THE 
STRANGEST OF ALL PISCATORIAL CREATURES. 

FISHES that Cal l kill <x paralyae 
their prey by electrocuting it 

and others that are fitted with 
stinging poison glands are tar le3s 
uncommon xn the waters ol Aus 
tralia than most of us are prone 
to imagine. For both ot these fish 
types exist, some in the fresh 
waters and others in the salt, ,ind 
in numbers plentiful enough. 
There are Scorpion fishes. certain 
Skates and Torpedoes. Stingrays. 
Portuguese "Man - o" War or 
Bluebottles so pestilential 011 
occasions 111 the waters ot our 
surfing beaches Elephant hshes, 
certain Eels, the Port Jackson 
Shark, Star - gazers, and many 
others. Archer Russell, 111 his 
book, Bushways,' makes several 
interesting allusions to t h c s e 
usually irascible, quick - striking 
creatures. 

"Australia has several species ot 
fish," he writes, "with electric 
batteries 111 their nuke-up Sonic-
years ago I saw one of these 
creatures, an electric ray, br iught 
up from the sea floor ot Spencer -
Gulf in South Australia. With it? 
first shock the fish almost benumb 
ed the fisherman s arms. When, 
however, its power was demon-
strated on many and sundry 
sceptics, the creatures shocking 
force gradually became weaker 
The electric supply is stored in a 
cluster of honeycomb-like cells on 
either side of the ray's body, and 
the energy is discharged from the 
body on the instant of* contact. 
But while the scientist caii point 
to the living batteries which sup-
ply the power, none can say how 
the power is delivered or how the 
batteries are recharged." 

Nor are electric fishes confined 
to Australia; they are found, as 
Russell points out ,111 practically 
every region of the globe For in-
stance, there is the Star-fish. H. 
Muir Evans, in his fascinating 

b.x)k, "Sting fish and Seafarer, 
tells of a Star-fish he saw in a pool 
of the Mediterranean — a small 
reddish object writhing and wrig 
gluig in the sand that "might very 
easily have been mistaken for a 
worm." It was 110 worm, how 
ever. Keenly watching the pulsa 
lion in the sand he suddenly saw 
two periscopic eyes looking up 
wards. 

"The association ot this wrig 
gling object and the two eyes," he 
-ays, "suggested a lure, and the 
presence of a hidden fish. Nor 
was the suggestion in any way un-
true. The hidden fish was there, 
and so was a mouth wide-open to 
engulf its prey. "The head of this 
small fish." Evans continues, "is 
box-like, and it you picture a small 
box with its lid facing forwards 
and hinged at the bottom, you will 
realise the position of its almost 
vertical mouth, from which can be 
projected a red filament. This fila 
ment. one does not need to ex-
plain. is the artificial worm. Nor 
do the devices of the Star-gazer 
end there. The eyes ot this trick-
ster are situated on the top of the 
head, and over each eye is install 
ed an electrically-charged plate 
Strategically, too, the artifices of 
the Star-gazer are perfect. The 
body hidden 111 the sand, the up 
ward-glancing eyes, the wriggling 
form - like lure, the wide open 
mouth, and the shock-inflicting 
battery are all in train." concluded 
Evans, "for a devastating attack 
on any unwary fish that comes 
within range of the electric cir-
cuit." 

However, the electric eel, found 
111 the Orinoco and Amazon rivers 
111 South America is probably the 
most heavily electrically - charged 
creature among water life. "The 
shocking force of the electric eel," 
says Archer Russell, "is powerful 
enough ti) knock down a man." 

Nor is Russell's estimation ot 
its powers in any way excessive 
Writing in the "Sydney Morning 
Herald" recently, T. C. Roughley, 
the eminent Autralian ichthyolo 
gist, had this to say: 

"The current generated by the 
electric eel has been estimated at 
about 300 volts and it is capable 
of stunning a horse. . . . This 
fish, shaped like an eel but more 
do6ely related to the carps and 
catfishes, grows as long as six or 
eight feet and as thick as a man's 
thigh. . . The electric eel swims 
forwards or backwards with equal 
ease by means of a prominent anal 
fin, which can be instantly put 111 
reverse. . . . Animal life that may 
come within (the shocking sphere 
o! the fish) is liable to be electro 
cuted without touching the fish." 

"At the 5uth. annual meeting 
ol the New York Zoological 
Society, held 111 the grand ballroom 
of the Waldorf - Astoria on 
January 8, 1046, which 1 attend-
ed," Mr. Roughley writes, "the 
stage was lit, when the main busi-
ness of the meeting had ended, by 
the current generated by an elec-
tric eel." Which prompted him, 
jokingly, to ask, at the end of his 
article, "Why not import a few 
millions of these eels to solve our 
blackout troubles?" 

However, if the clectrocutors 
among these two fish-types are by 
no means deficient in quantity, the 
poisoners are much more plentiful, 
in individual numbers, at anyrate; 
and of these the Portugeuse Man-
o - W a r or Bluebottle, a jelly fish, 
is probably the best known and 
m o s t universally feared. In 
Northern Australian w a t e r s , 
"where it is much more malig-
nant," as Archer Russell reminds 
us, "than on the Tasman coast, 
this medusa-like creature of the 
seas has killed many a native 
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trochus-gatherer or t r e p a n g -
hunter." The purple tentacles of 
the Bluebottle, the body of which 
is most brilliantly coloured, luring 
many a rash human being to 
handle it, are coated with innumer-
able tiny and highly poisonous 
barbs, and these instantly cause 
excruciating pain and shock to any 
living thing they touch. Hundreds 
of surfers are stung every ye-ir on 
the New South Wales beaches. 
Luckily, as has already been in-
dicated, the Bluebottle is not so 
venomous there as in the northern 
waters. 

In northern waters, too, there 
are several species of the dreaded 
Scqrpion fishes, such as the Stone-
fish, the Cora!-fish, and the Fire-
fish. The Cat-fish, the Stingrays, 
and the Port Jackson Shark or 
Bullhead are also well-known Aus-

tralian members of the world's 
group of venomous fishes. 

Some of the Stingrays, Muir 
Evans warns us, are often aggres-
sively inclined and their venom 
more dangerous than most of us 
imagine. All the evidence goes to 
show that the Stingray's sting is 
more an offensive weapon, a part 
of its hunting equipment, than a 
weapon of defence. The venom, 
"which apparently is used to kill 
or paralyse its prey," says Archer 
Russell, "is stored at the tip of the 
caudal spine, and two lateral flaps 
completely enclose the gland." 

As for the Scorpion fishes, 
these, without exception, a r e 
masterpieces of aquatic camouflage, 
which makes them so much less 
easy to detect and so much more 
to be feared. The "Ikan Satan" 
or Devil-fish of Java is said to he 

very rarely seen by its prey, for 
the colour, pattern and symmetry 
of its form is so concealing that it 
becomes, in effect, a part of its 
surroundings. 

And what the Devil-fish is to 
the Javanese waters, so the malig-
nant, repulsive, mimetic Stone-fish 
is to northern Australia. "One 
old North Queensland native told 
me once," Archer Russell writes, 
"that he feared the Stone-fish more 
than any other living thing." 
When trodden or or touched, the 
Stone-fish suddenly erects a row of / 
sharp, stout spines along the back, 
each spine furnished with a poison 
cell and duct, and the spines are 
strong enough to pierce the sole of 
a rubber shoe. The Stone-fish is 
regarded by many Cape Yorkers 
to be as venomous as any Aus-
tralian land or sea snake." 

Th . Act ing H igh Commiitionor for CtntiU ferawdb Mm n » r K M . C S . " C M W « t h . loft Sydney Harbour rocontif. 
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FAMOUS CLIPPER SHIP "CUTTY SARK" 
The National Maritime Museum, (ireenich. Acquires A 
Scale Model Of This Ocean "Greyhound" Of The Days Of 
Soil. Of These Informative And Hictoria Museum Pieces 
W e Cannot Have Too Many. 

A SCALE model of the "Cutty 
Sark," probably the most 

famous of all the clipper ships that 
sailed the Australia-England run, 
has been presented to the National 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich, 
and is now on exhibition in the 
Museum's Neptune's Hall. It fol-
lows the recent acquisition by the 
Trustees of a model of the "Ther-
mopylae," the story of which was 
told in the January issue of this 
journal. 

The "Cutty Sark" model was 
originally offered to the Duke of 
Edinburgh by Mr. James Culhane, 
Vice-President of the Buckingham 
Corporation of New. />rk The 
offer was made through Messrs. 
Beny Bros. & Rudd Ltd., of St. 
James's Street, S.W.I., London. 
The Duke of Edinburgh suggested 
that the model might be a suitable 
exhibit for the National Maritime 

Museum, of which he is a Trustee. 
Mr. Culhane agreed and presented 
the model to the Museum. 

The "Cutty Sark" herself is now 
lying in the Thames off Green-
hithe, and her preservation for the 
nation is being considered. She 
was completed by Dennys, ot 
Dumbarton, in 1870, to the order 
of Captain John Willis, of Lon-
don, with the idea of beating the 
fast runs of the "Thermopylae," 
wool-laden, on the Australia-Eng-
gland route. She proved to be the 
"Thermopylae's" greatest rival but 
it was never established which ship 
was the faster. Visitors to the 
Museum will now be able to sec 
models of both ships. 

The model of the "Cutty Sark" 
was built by a Mr. T h o m a s 
Rosenkvist, a Scandinavian, who 
served as a sailor in the ship. His 
love for the old clipper prompted 

him to secure a scale plan of her, 
and when he left the sea he made 
the model from the drawings. The 
model shows her under all plain 
sail, fully rigged to the skysail 
yard. It is a good specimen of "a 
sailor's model," on a scale of about 
six feet to the inch 

The "Cutty Sark" is now the 
only survivor of the famous Clip-
per ships built for the tea trade 
with the East. But it was as a 
wool ship that she came mostly 
under the notice of Australians. 
After her service as a Tea Clipper, 
and later in the wool trade, she 
was sold in 1895 to a Lisbon firm 
and re-named the "Ferreira." In 
1916 she was partially dismasted 
and re-rigged as a barquetine. 
Five years later she was purchased 
from the Portuguefe by the late 
Captain Dowman, who brought 
her from Lisbon to Falmouth, and 
at his own expense re-rigged her 
as she was originally and re-named 
her the "Cutty Sark." She was 
used as a Training Ship for some 
years and was presented to thc 
Thames Nautical Training Collegc 
m 1938, when she was towed to 
Greenhithe, where she lias been 
lying since that date. 

Ernie N u n n speed i ng past t h * finishing post o n K o g a r a h Boy recently whon ho broke tho Aust ra l ian rocord ot 84.706 miles 
par hour. Tho rocord wos for tho Aus t ra l i an 255cc Unrastr ictad C h a m p i o n s h i p C la s s . 
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ATLANTIC PACT CO-OPERATION 
Netherlands Aircraft Operate In Britain To Receive 
Instruction In British Naval Air Technique. 

TW O squadrons ol naval air-
aircraft from the Dutch air-

craft carrier "Karel Doorman" 
(formerly H.M.S. "Venerable") 
have arrived in the United King-
dom and will remain in the coun-
try at least until the English 
autumn. During this tune the 
Netherlands airmen will study 
British naval air technique, receive 
instruction with R.N. pilots and 
operate with British squadrons. 
After a period of disembarked 
training it is intended that the 
squadrons shall go afloat during 
the summer cruise of the Home 
Fleet, operating from a British air-
craft carrier. 

It is the first occasion in time 
of peace for Netherlands aviators 
to receive training on British soil, 
and it extends in practical fashion 
the co-operation which has taken 
place between the Royal Navy 
and the Royal Netherlands Navy 
under Western U n i o n and 
Atlantic Pact auspices during the 
past two years. Nothing could 
better promote the spirit of co-
operation and the bond of cama-
raderie so essential for strength in 
time of war among allied forces. 

The two squadrons consist of 
British aircraft. They are No. 
860 Squadron with Sea Fury 
fighters and No. •» Squadron with 
Fireflies. No. 860 is an R.N. 
Squadron number; the number has 
been retained by the Dutch sincc 
they operated with British Naval 
Air Squadrons during World 
War II. This squadron is now at 
St. Merryn, Cornwall, and No. 4 
Squadron is based at Eglinton, 
Northern Ireland Ground per-
sonnel, numbering more than 150 
officers and men, with equipment 
and stores, arrived in Britain be-
fore the aircraft flew in. 

Netherlands squadrons took part 

in Atlantic Pact Exercises in 
European waters earlier this year, 
and during the 1949 Western 
Union Exercises in the Bay of 
Biscay a Dutch Squadron was em-
barked in H.M.S. "Theseus." The 
"Karel Doorman," with the two 
squadrons embarked, recently pass-
ed through the English Channel, 
returning from a visit to Malta. 
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H.M.A.S, "ANZAC" 
R.A.N.'» New Battle Class Destroyer Can Perform Many 
Useful Tasks, Is A Powerful Fighting Unit. 

By a Special Naval Correspondent. 

The commissioning of the new 
Battle class destroyer H.M.A.S. 
"Anzac" at Williamstown Naval 
DockyarJ on March 14 was an 
event of considerable importance 
to the growing Royal Australian 
Navy because it provided it with 
an additional fast, modern opera 
tional unit capable of performing 
a large variety of useful tasks. 

Sister-ship to H.M.A.S. "To-
bruk," which, having been built 
at Cockatoo Dockyard. Sydney, 
was commissioned in May last 
year. "Anzac" is a modified ver-
sion of the Battle class destroyers 
designed by the Admiralty The 
name Battle class was applied to 
them because they commemorat-
ed famous battles or other opera-
tions in which British naval or 
land forces had taken part. 

Among present Battle class de-
stroyers in the Royal Navy, for 
instance, are "Agincourt." "Ala 
mein," "Barfleur," "Camper-
down," "Cadiz," "Hogue," "Jut-
land" "Trafalgar" and so on. The 
reason why the Royal Australian 
Navy has named its Battle class 
destroyers "Anzac" and "To-
bruk" is too obvious to be stress-
ed. 

"Anzac" is a fleet destroyer. 
This designation indicates that, 
generally speaking, she will oper-
ate with the Fleet, and, in the 
event of war, would probably be 
used as part of the screen pro-
tecting heay ships of a task force 
against enemy submarines and air-
craft. The up-to-date and effici-
ent anti-submarine equipment 
with which she is fitt-.'d. and her 
high speed, make her well suited 
for this work. Her powerful 
guns, too, would enable her .to 
augment substantially the protec-
tion offered by other ships 111 the 
screen against attack from the 
air. The main armament of de-. 

stroyers such as "Anzac" are dual 
purpose 4.5 inch weapons which 
can be used not only against air-
craft but also against surface tar-
gets and for the bombardment of 
shore targets. 

One great advantage which the 
Battle class enjoy over earlier 
classes of destroyers is that their 
guns are enclosed in turrets and 
can therefore be operated even 
when heavy seas are sweeping 
over the deck. The guns in less-
modern destroyers are not com-
pletely covered and there is a 
consequent lack of protection for 
their crews. 

Another task which "Anzac" 
might be given is that of attend 
ing an aircraft carrier during op-
erational flying. At such times a 
destroyer is usually stationed as-
tern so that it is in a convenient 
position to pick up airmen should 
they come down in the sea near 
the carrier. Many pilots and ob-
servers owe their survival to 
speedy action on the part of the 
"attendent" destroyer on such oc-
casions. In war, the destroyer's 
position astern enables her to af-
ford protection to the carrier 
against enemy aircraft attacking 
from that vulnerable direction 

Apart from the tasks already 
mentioned, "Anzac" could under-
take any of the other duties per 
formed by destroyers. One of 
these might be carrying mails and 
stores from one ship to another. 
Because of the multiplicity of 
their duties, destroyers are some-
times affectionately referred to 
as the "handmaidens of the 
Fleet." 

On occasions destroyers are 
employed on duty of a more un-
usual nature, such as that carried 
out by the Australian destroyers 
"Stuart," "Vendetta." "Vam-

-pire," "Voyager" and "Water-

hen", later joined by "Nfca«i" 
and "Napier", during the siege 
of Tobruk, when the gallantry of 
their crews in keeping the To-
bruk "ferry" running won them 
tremendous admiration. 

"Anzac" and "Tobruk" are 
bigger ships than the R.A.N. Tri-
bal class destroyers, "Arunta," 
"Batan," and "Warramunga", 
each of which has a displacement 
of 1,927 tons. The displacement 
of the Battle class vessels is 
2,325 tons. Their guns, although 
of slightly smaller calibre, are the 
quickest-firing guns of their size 
in any Navy in the world. Each 
Battle class destroyer has 10 tor-
pedo tubes, compared with four 
in the Tribal class ships, and is 
equipped with anti-submarine 
armament of the latest kind. 

It should be a source of pride 
to the people of Australia that 
such splendid fighting ships as 
"Anzac" and "Tobruk" have been 
built in Australian dockyards by 
Australian workmen, largely of 
Australian material and under the 
supervision of engineer officers of 
the R.A.N. 

Some time after the keels of 
"Anzac" and "Tobruk" were laid 
down the Royal Australian Navy 
began the construction of four 
Daring class destroyers—two at 
Cockatoo Dockyard and two at 
Williamstown. 

The Daring class ships, also de-
signed by the Admiralty, will be 
even bigger than those of the 
Battle class and will have a dis-
placement of 2,610 tons. They 
will be of all-welded construction 
and nearly as big as light cruisers. 

After they have been complet-
ed and the current conversion of 
five Q destroyers to fast anti-
submarine f r i g a t e s has been 
finished, the R.A.N, will possess 
a worthy forcc of smaller vessels 
to support its larger ships. This 
force will be increased when the 
six new fast anti-submarine frig-
ates, whose proposed construction 
was announced last year, are 
ready to join the Fleet. 

Ti t Navy 
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CORIO" WRECKED OH ADMELLA ROCKS 
Showing How A Recent Wreck Vividly Recalls An Earlier 
Maritime Disaster, And An Historic Ride, Versified, Rather 
Famously, By The Australian Poet, Adam Lindsay Gordon. 

T P H E 3.300-ton collier "Corio," 
which went aground on Feb-

ruary 26 near Cape Banks on the 
south-east coasts of South Aus-
tralia, piled herself, strangely 
strangely enough, on the identical 
reef on which the s.s. "Admella" 
foundered, with the loss of 83 
lives, ninety years ago. 

The wreck of the "Admella" 
was one of the worst maritime 
tragedies the rocky, storm-swept 
coasts of South Australia and 
Victoria have ever known; and 
Adam Lindsay Gordon, who was 
at the time stockriding on Living-

stone Station in the adjacent Cape 
Banks-Port Macdonnell country, is 
said to have been one of the party 
which rode hard and long to the 
"Admella's" assistance. From the 
experiences he gained on his ride 
to the doomed vessel, Gordon 
wrote his swinging verses "From 
the Wreck." The "Corio" was 
lucky to have struck the reef on 
a day of calm and fog, and not, 
as befel the more ill-fated "Ad-
mella," in one of the howling gales 
which suddenly all too often 
sweep these coasts. 

Fortunately, unlike the storm-

battered "Admella," the "Corio" 
suffered no caaualties. The s.s. 
"Iron Yampi" in a few hours was 
standing by, and eventually every 
member of the "Corio's" crew oif 
41 was taken off. But the old 
collier herself is apparently doom-
ed. To-day she—or what is left 
of her—is hard afast on the roclu, 
with little prospect of her ever 
being salvaged. As a further coin-
cidence, the grounding of the 
"Corio" occurred within fifteen 
miles of the position where the 
Panamanian freighter "San Leon-
ardo" lost her propeller nine days 
before. 

These are just some of the many 
events which have made the his-
tory of these coasts as wild and a* 
stormy as the seas which roll and 
break eternally upon their rock* 
and sands. 
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EARLY SEA-FARERS AND THEIR BOATS 
T H E A U T H O R O F T H I S ARTICLE SURVEYS A U T H O R I T A T I V E L Y A N D F A S C I N A T I N G L Y 
T H E EARLY P R O T O T Y P E S O F T H E M O D E R N S E A - G O I N G CRAFT. 

By "Naoblw' 

T g / H O were the lira sea faring 
* * folk, and how and of what 

materials were their deep-sea boats 
constructed? 

W e usually regard the dug-out 
canoe, if we except rafts of lashed 
tree* and reeds, as the first of all 
sea-going craft, but this is not so. 
Earlier than the builders of dug-
outs, the Egyptians were fashion-
ing broad, light river and sea-
worthy skiffs of the reeds of the 
papyrus. The skins of animals 
drawn taut upon a bound-together 
framework were also used. It 
would therefore appear that, be-
fore dug-outs were made, the 
problems of sea-boat constructoin 
were solved by tho6e who invented 
papyri and skin boats. In marine 
phraseology, we still refer to the 
"seams" and the "skins" of boats. 

However, from all available 
evidence on the subject, there 
seems little doubt that the dug-out 
canoe is one, if not indeed the 
chief, of the early prototypes of 
the modern sea-going ship. Just 
when and with whom the dug-out 
first originated cannot with any 
certainty be said. Its inventors 
may have been Mediterranean 
people, or Semites of the Middle 
East, or perhaps Papuans, or even 
the negroid folk of the great lakes 
of Central Africa. But certain it 
is that before 3,000 B.C. the 
Semites of North Africa and the 
Middle East were building boats 
of this nature that were fitted with 
masts and sails. The Semitic 
people were active mariners and 
traders in the Mediterranean and 
other waters before the Bronze 
Age. By that time, too, the dug-
out had reached Britain. 

At that remote period the art 
of navigation was already well ad-
vanced, and the fact that great 
race migrations were in progress 
probably accounts for the early 
appearance of dug-outs in ancient 

Britain and northern Europe. A 
dug-out canoe unearthed from the 
silt of the River Clyde twenty-five 
feet above the present sea-level 
was found to have a plug of cork, 
which, of course, could only have 
come from the botanical area 
where cork trees grow — Spain, 
southern France, or Italy. 

The boatbuilder's craft and the 
science of navigation must have 
advanced considerably before large 
migrations a m o n g the ancient 
peoples could have taken place. 
That they did take place is proved 
by the spread of divers early 
cultures prehistorically throughout 
large parts of the world, notably 
northern Europe, Asia, and Poly-
nesia. A ship with a square sail 
set before the wind is depicted on 
an anaent Egyptian jar in the 
British Museum. That jar is of 
pre-dynastic age and probably 
dates from a period 4,000 or 5,000 
B.C. Yes, indeed, the "sea sense" 
and the art of boat-building had 
progressed far even before written 
history had begun. 

The fashioning of a deep-sea 
boat must have been in thewe 
ancient days as difficult a task as 
was the fashioning of the first air-
craft in these modern times. 

Many problems had to be solved, 
many experiments had to be made, 
and, we may be sure, many 
tragedies took place before the 
first really successful deep-sea craft 
navigated the oceans. In building 
his dug-out from a fallen forest 
tree, not only did the ancient boat-
builder hollow out a massive log 
by the sweat of the brow with fire 
and chisel of stone: he had also 
to dress the tree trunk so that his 
craft would balance on the water. 

The ancient boatbuilder had to 
learn — and he learnt extremely 
well — the values of length and 
beam, of draught and line ,and an 

even keel. It may be that he was 

assisted in this by a study of the 
shapes and lines of fishes and birds, 
and epecially by' watching the 
aquatic bird* that rode the waves 
with audi ease and grace. What -
ever it was, he made his craft into 
a serviceable migration and trad-
ing instrumentality and, of its 
kind, brought it almost to perfec-
tion. 

Those ancient sea farers whose 
rude vessels first made landfalls in, 
to diem, unknown "pons" and 
havens were the forerunners of 
the Celtic sea-traders, of the far-
roving Vikings, of the hardy 
mediaevel mariners ot Hakluyt; 
the forerunners of Drake and 
Columbus, Anson and Magellan, 
Dalnpier and Tasman, Torres, 
Flinders and Cook. 

Mr. F R A N C I S EXPRESSES 
H I S REGRET. 

The Minister for the Navy 
(the Hon. Jos. Francis) recently 
expressed his deep regret when 
he learned hope had been aband-
oned of rescuing any of the 75 
officers and men from the British 
submarine "Affray." 

He stated that a message had 
been sent from the Common-
wealth Government to the Unit 
ed Kingdom Government express-
ing deepest sympathy at the loss 
of so many fine officers and men. 

The Minister added that he 
trusted that the families of those 
lost would find some consolation 
in the fact that they had died 
in the service of their country 
while learning to defend it, and, 
as so many other men in the Navy 
had done through succeeding gen-
erations, had sacrificed their lives 
in the cause of duty. They were 
deserving of the highest tribute, 
for they had given all they had, 
just as men had who had died in 
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MARITIME NEWS OF THE 

WORLD 
From our Correspondents in 

L O N D O N and N E W YORK 
• y 

AIR MAIL 

LINER FOR A U S T R A L A S I A N 
ROYAL T O U R . 

The B r i t i s h Admiralty an-
nounced on March 14 that either 
the liners "Ceramic" or "Gothic" 
would carry the King and Queen 
ind Princess Margaret to Australia 
and New Zealand on their tour 
next year. The ship selected 
would be converted in the forth-
coming August, the announce-
ment added. 

G E R M A N S RE E N T E R 
A T L A N T I C T R A D E . 

Tlie Berlin correspondent of the 
London "Daily Mail" says that 
' Germany will re-enter the Atlantic 
-ervice on June 15 with four ships 
chartered ,'rom a Panamanian 
company. Allied regulations pre-
vent Germany building vessels ex-
ceeding 7,000 tons, so the ships 
will fly the Panama flag, but carry 
German crews and be under Ger-
man control. The ships' main role 
will be that of taking German 
migrants to America. 

U.S.A. S H I P A G R O U N D . 

A message from Honolulu re-
ports the g r o u n d i n g of the 
American cargo ship "Andrea F. 
Lautenbach" (8,000 tons) on a 
reef off Kauai Island, 100 miles 
north-west of Honolulu, on March 
12. The passengers and crew, 42 
in all, were taken off by a coast-
guard boat as the ship threatened 
to founder. The "Andrea F. 
Lautenbach" was bound for Japan. 

A N T A R C T I C RESEARCH 
S H I P IN SYDNEY. 

The British Antarctic research 
ship "Discovery I I" arrived in 
Sydney on the night of March 9, 
after a two-months trip south 
from Fremande to the northern 
edge of the Antarctic polar ice-
pack. She berthed at Garden 
Island for refitting. In its hydro-
graphic surveys, the scientific staff 
aboard discovered a new sea-
mount — a sea-bed mountain that 
rose to within 2,000 feet of the 
surface. Pack ice prevented the 
ship from reaching the Antarctic 
Continent. Af te r refitting, the 
"Discovery I I" is due to sail from 
Sydney at the end of April. She 
will go to the Falkland Islands via 
the Pacific ice edge, thence to 
South Georgia and Capetown, 
and then, also via the ice edge, 
will return to Fremantle. 

GALE BUFFETS DISABLED 
" P A L A N A " A N D T U G S . 

The tug H.M.A.S. "Reserve," 
which, as stated in our last issue, 
was made available by the Royal 
Australian Navy to help tow the 
disabled P. & O. freighter "Palana" 
from Mackay, Queensland, to 
Sydney, fell on no easy task in 
the course of its assignment. The 
"Palana" had to be hove-to all one 
night in a 50 m.p.h. gale off Bris-
bane, and her three tow boats, the 
"Reserve" among them, had to 
move her into shelter next morn-
ing. At the height of the storm 
the "Palana's" anchor chain, which 

forms the begmmng of the 200-
fathom-long tow ropes, was lower-
ed deep into the water to prevent 
excessive strain snapping them. 
The average speed maintained dur-
ing the five-day 500-mile tow to 
Brisbane was five knots. The 918-
mile tow from Mackay to Sydney, 
though far from long, is not by 
any means the shortest on record. 

U.K. M E R C H A N T M A R I N E 
N O W W O R L D ' S LARGEST. 

Britain's Merchant Marine now 
leads numerically the merchant 
fleet of any other nation. It now 
has more ships on the seas than in 
1939. Nor seldom, if ever, have 
British shipyards been so busy. 
The total number of ships ordered 
since January had risen by mid-
March to 120, the aggregate ton-
nage o r d e r e d this year being 
1,500,000, at a cost of nearly 
£stgl00,000,000. During the last 
five years British shipyards have 
built 1,800 merchant vessels worth 
about J£stg500,000,000. The finish-
ing touches are now being put to 
new liners scheduled for maiden 
voyages in April and May this 
year. Orders for 4,000,000 tons of 
shipping are in hand on British 
shipyard books. 

S A L V A G E O F S U N K E N 
SHIPS. 

Press reports state that the 
U.S.A. Navy has o i l ed tenders 
for the salvage of ships sunk or 
beached in Pacific areas in W o r l d 
W a r II. The Navy say; more 
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than 400,000 tons of scrap metal 
may be recovered from vessels 
abandoned above and below water 
at Palau, Saipan, and Truk. 

C Y C L O N E LASHES 200 
MILES O F Q"LD-N.S.W. 

C O A S T . 
A cyclone centred about 65 

miles north of Brisbane lashed 200 
miles of coastline from Wide Bay 
to the Clarence during the three 
days begining on March 17. Gale 
force winds, driving rain and 
mountainous seas buffeted ship-
ping, and air services were inter-
rupted. The centre of the cyclone 
was about 50 miles off-shore. 

PERSIAN S H I P VISITS 
MELBOURNE. 

Melbourne for the first time in 
her maritime history was visited 
on March 13 by a Persian ship — 
the 10,000-ton "Iran." A unique 
ship, the "Iran." Although she is 
.-egistered in Persia and flies the 
Persian flag, she has neve' made a 
landfall in Persia. He: officers, 
too, are not Persian. The captain, 
first, second and third officers are 
Norwegian and another officer is 
a Roumanian. As for her crew, 
tome are Germans, her cooks and 
firemen are Chinese, and the 
steward is a Dane. It is said that 
she earned one stowaway — an 
Irishman. In all other respects, the 
" I ran" it transcendently Persian. 

SEA-MONSTER. 

The report of a sea-monster 
having been sighted off the Tas-
manian coast by a Launceston 
trawler adds yet another story to 
the age-old lore of the sea. The 
skipper of the trawler, Captain M. 
A. McKay, describes the creature 
as "a horrible thing — just like a 
nightmare. It was about 16 feet 
long, had broad flappers, and a 
large circular mouth, but appeared 
to have no teeth. Its head was 
above water, and I could see two 
staring eyes, and long whiskers 
about its mouth gave it a cat-like 
appearance." The monster, it 
seems, was visible for about fifteen 
minutes, and when shot at it "sent 
up an awful smell." One would 
need to call in the aid of Neptune 
himself to identify this particular 
apparition. 

100 M.P.H. GALE L A S H E S 
ENGLISH A N D 

CONT I N E N T A L C O A S T S . 

The 100 • miles - per - hour gale 
which lashed the Continental sea-
board and south coasts of England 
on March 14 claimed at least two 
vessels and ten lives before it blew 
itself out. The two ships which 
sank were the Norwegian freighter 
"Marga" and the Spanish fishing 
boat '"Adebarran." The storm 
p r e v e n t e d the liner "Queen 
Elizabeth" iioclring at Cherbourg. 

The Australia - England bound 
"Orcades" was caught by the gale 
in the Bay of Biscay and had to 
battle all the way from Gibraltar 
to Tilbury. Twenty of the crew 
of the liner "Vulcania" were in-
jured in the Mediterranean, and 
considerable damage was done to 
coastal installations in the English 
Channel and throughout all the 
storm area. 

TELEVISION O P E N S U P 
r H E SEA D E P T H S . 

The latest on television is that 
science is utilising it for the study 
and portrayal of life in the vast 
depths of tlie sea, thus opening up 
to human sight and knowledge a 
part of the cosmos hitherto prac-
tically impermeable and unknown. 

I N S A N E PASSENGER 
G O E S BERSERK O N U N E R . 

An insane passenger on the 
liner "Wanganella" tried to jump 
overboard on the voyage from 
Auckland to Sydney recently. The 
unfortunate man was a 6 feet 1 
inch, 32-years-old Englishman, 
travelling alone. W h e n grappled 
with he put up a furious fight with 
several men, and in the ship's hos-
pital he went berserk, smashed a 
porthole and some wooden panel-
ling and mirrors. He was taken 
to the Reception House when the 
ship berthed in Sydney. 
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A R A R E H O N O U R S 
A P P O I N T M E N T . 

An unusual appomtment ap-
peared in the New Year's Honours 
for this year. The List included 
the name of Sir Arthur Jarratt 
promoted to Honorary Captain, 
R.N.V.R. The Honorary rank of 
Captain, R.N.V.R. , is extremely 
rarely given and is one of the most 
prized recognitions in the hands of 
the Board of Admiralty. ' 

There are only two other hold-
ers of this rank to-day: His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Gloucester 
and Sir B a d Brooke, Prime 
Minister of Northern Ireland. 

This promotion ha* been made 
in the case of Sir Arthur Jarrat t 
not only as a personal recognition 
of his great service to the Royal 
Navy as a whole, but also as a 
tribute to the great industry which 
he so ably represents within the 
Navy. 

Sir Arthur served in the Royal 
Navy in the First Wor ld W a r . 
Later, he served as the Admiralty 
Film Industry Liaison Officer and 
as Deputy Chairman of the Royal 
Naval Film Corporation since its 
inception in 1937, when he was 
given the honorary rank of Lieut.-
Commander, R.N.V.R. In 1940, 
he was promoted to Honorary 
Commander, R .N.V.R. 

The announcement of the pro-
motion will be deeply appreciated 
by Sir Arthur 's confreres in the 
film world, both within and out-
side the Service. 

S Y D N E Y FERRIES T O 
T E R M I N A T E SERVICES A T 

E N D O F JUNE. 

Sydney Ferries Ltd., at an extra-
ordinary general meeting of share-
holders on March 9, unanimously 
derided, on the advice of the direc-
tors, to ccase running its service at 
the end of June. 

T h e chairman of directors. 
Colonel Spain, said that it had 
been the intention of the company 
to "do so on March 30 or April 
30, but in response to a request 

for more time from the Director 
of Transport and Highways (Mr. 
Winsor) , we are willing to extend 
the date till June 30." 

Colonel Spain added that "the 
directors believed that in the in-
terests of all concerned the State 
Government should take over the 
ferry undertaking and run it as an 
integral part of the public service." 

"Weekday passenger traffic on 
the ferry s e r v i c e s exceeded 
20,000." he said. 

"We do not bdkevr that any 
improvised fleet or combination of 
an improvised fUet with extra 
trama and 'buso m i d carry this 
traffic," Colonel Spain concluded, 
"without impoang the greatest 
confusion and inconvenience on 
the travelling public." . 

N A V Y H E L I C O P T E R T R I A L S 

The practicability of operating 
helicopters from merchant ships is 
being investigated by the Royal 
Navy in a series of trials in the 
English Channel. The trials are 
designed to determine the extent 
it may be possible to use this type 
of aircraft when operated from a 
small platform in both fair and 
foul weather. The Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary "Port Duqucsne" and 
Dragon B y helicopters operating 
from Gospart and the Royal Naval 
State at Odfrnw, Cornwall, are 
being employed with the destroyer 
"Savage" in attendance. Pine 
weather trials have been success-
folly completed off Portland and 
rough weather trials off Plymouth 
were oontinued until February 
3rd. 

Tattersall's New Year Announcement 

In addition to our usual 5/- events, drawn 

every few days, we are now promoting 

Consultations of 200,000 tickets (a> 10/-

(Plus Postages) with first prize £25,000. 

FIRST PRIZE £26,000 
ALSO 2,279 O T H E R CASH PRIZES R A N G I N G FROM £5.000 
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Submarine Gear Inquiry Loss 01 "Affray" 

The Admiralty has begun a detailed investigation of all types of 
submarine escape equipment following the loss of the submarine 
"Affray." The investigation also covers the efficiency of the latest 
Asdic sound locations. Naval experts are concerned at the failure of 
Asdic to locate the "Aff iay," which disappeared after diving in the 
English Channel. 

Many of the details of the new 
Asdic arc s t j l secret, but a R.N. 
officer stated "hat it "has not 
fully realised expectations." 

j. In the House of Commons, the 
j. Parliamentary Secretary of the 
, Admiralty. Mr. L J. Callaghan. 
{ said the newest Asdic in service 
' had a range of several miles, and 
( could be operated at high speeds 

tin disturbed water Vessels work-
_ ing together with the device 
B could pinpoint submerged objects. 

A naval source said the most 
1 likely theory to explain the fail-
| ure of any of the Affray's" crew 
I to escape was that the submarine 
& bottomed on her conning tower. 

Tha t was the only way in 
• which the men who remained 

alive could have been prevented 
from sending up a marker buoy 
or leaving by one of the four es-
cape hatches located on the top 
of the craft. 

It could also explain why, an 
hour after they made supersonic 
signals, the trapped men gave no 
response to a depth charge sig-
nal from one of the rescue ships 
to indicate that vessels were stand-
ing by to pick up survivors. 

It is considered impossible that 
search aircraft nussed any men 
who left the "Affray." 

The vessel carried the latest 
self-inflating escape units, which 
are coloured orange, and have a 
shoulder light. 

U.K.-N.Z. F R E I G H T R A T E S 
INCREASED. 

The New Zealand Conference 
Lines announced on March R that, 
because of rising costs, freight rates 
from Great Britain and-the Euro-
pean Continent would go up by 
about 10 per cent from May 1 
next. The Australian Outward 
Conference Lines recently raised 
by 15 per cent, the freight rates to 
Australia, beginning on April 9, 
because of increased operating 
costs. 

SYDNEY FERRIES IN 
COLLISION. 

Two Sydney ferries, the "Lady 
Denman" and "Karingal," collided 
side on in Sydney Harbour, off 
Kirribilli Point, about 9 a.m. on 
March 19. The ships fared worse 
than the passengers. Iron stan-
chions were snapped like match-
sticks and seats were splintered as 
though split with an axe. The 
ferries were crowded with city 
workers, but there were no casual-
ties, although several passengers 
had narrow escapes. Nor was 
there any panic. TTte ferries moved 
to their respective landing and 
everyone was safely disembarked. 
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News of the World s Navies 
R.N. R E C O M M I S S I O N S 

RESERVE SHIPS. 
Sixty ships from Britain s re-

serve fleet are' to be brought into 
active service this year, the Parlia 
mentary Secretary to the Ad-
miralty (Mr. L. J. Callaghan) 
announced in the House of Com-
mons on March 7. The recom-
missioned ships arc to include two 
Jestroyers and two frigates. Mr. 
Callaghan said t h a t adequate 
stocks of dual-purpose guns for 
merchantmen had already been 
distributed in Britain and the 
British Commonwealth. Whether 
they arc to be mounted at once, 
he did not say. 

R.N. S T E A M S 3,000,000 
MILES. 

His Majesty's ships steamed 
more than 3,000,000 miles during 
the year 1950. This fact was re-
vealed in a review of the activities 
of the Royal Navy issued by the 
Bntish Admiralty. The Fleet units 
embraced within this estimate in-
clude aircraft carriers, cruisers, 
destroyers and frigates. In addi-
tion, there is the cruising of many 
ships engaged on special and train-
ing duties, of submarines, of the 
little ships of Coastal Forces and 
the Fleet Auxiliaries. The task 
which has confronted the Navy in 
the Far East alone may be illus-
trated by the fact that one cruiser 
was at sea for 35 days out of 38. 
During this period she steamed 
12,000 miles. "Three million 
miles." The words slip easily from 
the tongue but it is equivalent to 
circumnavigating the globe 120 
times. 

H.M.A.S. " M E L B O U R N E " 
It is expected that H.M.A.S. 

Melbourne," the second aircraft 
carrier for the Royal Australian 
Navy which is now being com-
pleted in the United Kingdom, will 
reach Australia in 1952. 

D A N I S H H O S P I T A L S H I P 
FOR KOREA. 

The 3,000-ton Hospital Ship 
"Jutlandia," which ha* been placed 
at the disposal of the United 
Nations by the Danish Govern-
ment, called at Spithead late in 
January on her way from Copen-
hagen to Korea. Formerly a pas-
senger and cargo liner of the East 
Asiatic Company, she has been 
converted to meet the latest re-
quirements of a hospital ship. She 
is manned by a civilian crew and 
has a fully trained Medical Unit, 
including some of Denmark's fore-
most surgeons, aboard. The entire 
party is under the direction of 
Commodore K. Hammerich, Royal 
Danish Navy, Retired, a former 
President of the Danish Red Crow 
Society. There are berths for some 
200 nursing cases. 

R O Y A L CEYLON N A V Y . 

The Royal Ceylon Navy came 
into being on December 9th., 1950, 
the date on which the Navy Act 
was proclaimed in the Ceylon 
Government G a z e t t e Extra-
ordinary. Captain W . E. Banks, 
C.B.E., D.S.C., R.N. , formerly 
Naval Adviser to the Ceylon 
Government, has been appointed 
to command the Royal Ceylon 
Navy with the title of Captain of 
the Navy. 

FIREFLY V. O N S H O W . 

As part of a Royal Australian 
Navy's exhibit at the Royal Easter 
Show in Sydney in March, a Fire-
fly V. aircraft was shown. This 
type of aircraft, which operates 
from the aircraft carrier H.M.A.S. 
"Sydney," is armed with 16 three-
inch rockets and four 20mm. can-
non. The aircraft was flown from 
Nowra to Kingsford Smith Air-
port just prior to the opening of 
the Show and then towed to the 

Showground. The R.A.N, display 
was parr of an Australian defence 
exhibit by the three Servioes — 
Navy, Army and Air Force. 

U.S.A. A N D U J C B U I L D I N G 
A T O M I C SUBMARINES. 

According to an International 
News Service report published in 
the "Daily Mirror," Sydney, on 
February 2 3 r d , America definitely 
will have atomic-powered sub-
marines within eight or nine 
month*. The source of informa-
tion it the chairman of the U.S.A. 
Senate' Merchant Marine Sub-
committee, Senator War ren Mag-
nuason. A t the same time the 
U.S.A. Ai r Force spokesman an-
nounced that his Service was start-
ing to build atomic engines which 
will enable aircraft to stay aloft 
for months. As for Britain, it will 
be remembered that the First Lord 
of the Admiralty (Viscount Hall) 
recently disclosed that British scien-
tists were already working on the 
development of atomic-propelled 
submarines, and that two experi-
mental atomic submarine chasers 
would soon be ready. 

PEARL H A R B O U R TALKS. 

Important talks between Aus-
tralian, New Zealand and U.S.A. 
Naval chiefs were held recently at 
Pearl H a r b o * . Vice-Admiral Sir 
John Collins, First Naval Member, 
represented Australia, • and Naval 
Chief Commodore Ballance, New 
Zealand. The Commander - in -
Chief of the U.S.A. Pacific Fleet, 
Admiral Radford, called the Con-
ference. No statement was made 
abcut the reasons for the talks, but 
it is understood that they covered 
Pacific Naval affairs. Whilst at 
Pearl Harbour, AdmirpJ Collin* 
formally returned the visit Admiral 
Radford made to Australia last 
May. 

Apr i l . 1961. If 



U.S.A. AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
" S H A N G R I - L A " 

RECOMMISSIONED. 
A message from San Francisco 

on March 9 said that the U.S.A. 
Navy had announced it would take 
the aircraft carrier "Shangri-La" 
(27,000 tons) out of reserve and 
recommission it. It will go to the 
Atlantic Coast reserve fleet ready 
to engage in combat service at a 
few hours' notice THr 'Shrangri-
La" saw considerable active ser-
vice in the last .war, and she will 
now, it may safely be assumed, be 
fitted and equipped with all the 
latest devices and aircraft. 

R.A.N. DESTROYER IN 
PACK ICE. 

The R.A.N, destroyer ' Bataan 
and the R.N. cruiser "'Belfast' 
steamed through miles of pack ice 
during recent operations off the 
west coast of Korea. Some blocks 
of ice were twenty or more feet 

29 

wide and several feet thick — 
miniature icebergs, in fact. The 
ships encountered the ice during a 
bombardment of enemy positions 
south-west of Chinnampoo. All 
weathers, conditions and tasks 
come normally to the men in these 
fantastic battle areas and are ac 
cepted as the everyday pattern. 

FLYING S A U C E R S -
BALLOONS OR MISSILES? 
The U.S.A. Navy's claim that 

"flying saucers" were only Naval 
balloons used for studying cosmic 
rays was challenged recently by 
the U.S.A. Air Force. Far from 
that being the accepted idea, a 
U.S.A. Air Force, spokesman said 
that " W e are still studying re-
ports of flying saucers " The 
spokesman was commenting on a 
recent statement made by a retired 
U.S.A. Air Force scientist, Dr. 
Anthony Mirarchi, who denied 
that flying saucers were balloons. 
It appears that Dr. Mirarchi had 

advocated "full investigations into 
what may be experiments of a 
potential enemy of the United 
States." He was of the opinion, 
he said, that "the objects seen were 
either guided or man-driven mis-
siles." If his theory was correct, 
he concluded, the missiles could 
lead to a worse Pearl Harbour than 
America had ever encountered. 

H N A S . " A N Z A C " 
COMMISSIONED. 

H.M.A.S. "Anzac," Australia's 
newest destroyer and sister-ship of 
H.M.A.S. "Tobruk," was commis-
sioned on March 14, and made her 
final gunnery and engine trials in 
Port Phillip Bay the week after, 
before s a i 1 i n g for Sydney. 
" A n z a c " is the second—"Tobruk" 
was the first—of the 3,100-ton 
battle-class destroyers to be built 
in Australia. The 250 men whu 
form her complement were drafted 
from ships and depots all over 
Australia. Commander J. Plunkett-
Cole, R.A.N., praised the work of 
the men of the dockyard when he 
took over his new command. He 
was a sub-lieutenant in the original 
"Anzac" and has served 31 years 
in the Navy. 

U.S.A.'s N E W ANTI-SUB. 
SUBMARINE. 

The U.S.A. Navy launched its 
first new submarine for use against 
enemy submarines, the "K- l , " 
early in March. The " K - l " is the 
first new-type American submarine 
to be built since the end of World 
W a r II and is fitted with the latest 
developments in sonar and elec-
tronic equipment. 

SPANISH N A V Y U S E D 
A Spanish cruiser and three 

destroyers sailed into Barcelona 
Harbour on March 14 to help 
quell the worst outbreak 5f riots 
in Franco's Spain since the end of 
the C i v i l W a r in 1936-39. 
Workers in Barcelona went on 
strike and staged demonstrations 
in the streets against the high cost 
of living in Spain. The Govern-
ment announced shortly after the 
ships' arrival that three people had 
been killed and 100 arrests made 
during the demonstrations. 
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PXINOESS ELIZABETH 
VISITS H A L FAR. 

n p H E 11th. January of this year 
was a very notable day at the 

Royal Naval Air Station at Hal 
Far. On that date, Her Royal 
Highness the Princess Elizabeth, 
accompanied by Admiral Sir John 
Edelsten, Commander - in - Chief, 
graciously paid an informal visit 
to the station. 

Arriving at Kalafrana, Her 
Royal Highness was met by Com-
mander G. G. Cowburn, D.S.C., 
R.N., representing Captain J. I. 
Robertson, C.B.E., who was at sea 
witnessing the Winter cruise exer-
cises. 

Her Royal Highness visited 
o m t of the workshops and saw-
aircraft in various stages of repair, 
.'ngines being serviced and spare 
aircraft in their storage "cocoons." 
After walking past the Officers 
and men who work in the Repair 
sections, she drove on to the Nur-
sery School at Kalafrana, which is 
for the children of Naval families 
living in the area. • 

The Princess then drove to Hal 
Far, stopping at Lower Camp to 
inspect a number of Officers and 
ratings and civilian employees, be-
fore driving on to the Airfield. 
Aircraft roared overhead as she 
drove round the perimeter track to 
the 14th. Carrier Air Group dis-
persal point, and the while she 
visited the Control Tower, the 
Operations Room and was present-
ed to Officers, pilots and ground 
crews. 

Princess Elizabeth has also visit-
ed H.M.S. St. Angelo. Chevalier 
Hannibal Scicluna told her the his-
tory of this ancient bastion of the 
Knights of Malta and guided her 
around its principal places of in-
terest, including the ruins of the 
Norman chapel built in 1090: 
cuhliette where condemned knights 
were confined; the chapel of St. 
Anne, in which the first four 
Grand Masters of the Order were 
iriginally buried; and the old slave 

quarters. Her Royal Highness in-
spected artisans, cooks, stewards, 
seamen, stokers, and W.R.N.S . 
ratings. 
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C. EBELING & SONS PTY. LTD. 

SHIP REPAIRS, MARINE ENGINEERS, BOILERMAKERS 
A N D WELDERS. 

O W N FOUNDRY A N D LABORATORY. 
Works: 70-80 STEPHEN ST., YARRAVILLE, VIC. 

Thane: M V 2255. 
CABLES * TELEGRAMS: "EBELING," MELBOURNE. 

Reg. Office: 1 CASTLEMAINE ST., YARRAVILLE, W.13, 
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA. 

AUSTRALIAN JOCKEY CLUB 
WINTER MEETING 

RANDWICK RACECOURSE 
S A T U R D A Y JUNE 9th. 

M O N D A Y , JUNE 11th. 

Secretary, W . N. PARP Y OKEDEN. 

/eEM&M 
KEEPS YOU 

k l b . f r * ' 
A cloudless sky . . . a sunlit sea . . . a long cool swim when 
you wish! And. of course, at the end of U . . . a delicious -
refreshing Peters Ice Cream. Peters, quite apart from its 

health-giving vitamins, is an excellent energy food. 

' T H E H E A L T H F O O D O F A N A T I O N 

CRUISER'S MERCY W O R K . 

IT is not all war in Korea. 

There is a leaven of chanty, 
too, and lundness. 

The little island of Chaya ku 
Ko lies off Inchon on the west 
coast of Korea. When the British 
cruiser "Ceylon" (Captain C. F. 
J. Lloyd Davies, D.S.C., R .N.) 
saw it recently during an opera-
tional patrol it appeared to be un-
inhabited, but a landing party 
found on the far side of the 
bare -sland a hut with twenty 
orphaned children being looked 
after by one woman. The tem-
perature was below freezing point 
and there was no fire. The chil-
dren were almost naked, too, and 
two were very sick. 

A message was sent back tc the 
cruiser and the chaplain, the Rev. 
H. S. Fry, M A . , R.N., of Oxford, 
broadcast an appeal to the ship's 
company for gifts of surplus 
clothing. Within an hour his 
bunk was piled with offerings of 
shijts, coats, and woollens. There 
were eager volunteer* to man the 
next boat for the island, and it 
was noticed that men who went 
with it were bulging with parcels. 

Actually, two "mercy" boats 
were landed with food and cloth-
ing, a medical officer, Surgeon-
Lieutenant H. E. G. Dyer, of 
London, and the chaplain. 

A working party landed with 
axes and saws and felled timber, 
out of which they cut enough fuel 
to last the orphanage the rest of 
the winter. Others lit and stoked 
a fire until the chaplain protested 
that with the Korean flue system, 
which goes out underneath the 
floor, the hut was in danger of 
going up in flames. Meanwhile, 
stores of food were unloaded and 
clothing unwrapped for the goggle 
eyed children. 

Sailors stripped the rags from 
the children and re-dressed them 
in the new thick clothing. Said the 
chaplain: "They were like children 
themselves dressing dolls. It was 
at once humorous and pathetic, 
and when they had finished, in 
spite of the care taken to ensure 
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that all Naval insignia was re-
moved, one Korean urchin strut-
red about in the blouse of a three-
badge Able-Seaman. To any who 
isked his name he s t u t t e r e d 
S-S-Stripey'." 

The sailors then produced their 
parcels and handed out not only 
chocolates and sweets, but clock-
vork toys which they had bought 

in Japan for their own families in 
Britain. They knelt on the floor 
:o wind up jumping begging dogs 
and the shambling bears, and the 
place resounded with the delighted 
laughter of British sailors and 
Korean children. 

There is no doubt about what 
composes the heart of the British 
iluejacket. His courage in battle 
is proverbial and has never been 
s u r p a s s e d ; his "kindness in 
mother's trouble" is equally pro-
verbial and unexcelled. 

DID Y O U K N O W THAT? 

A t atomic explosion is similar 
to any other kind, except in size. 

Chances for survival increase 
rapidly beyond one-half mile 
rrom the explosion, and even 
close to an explosion are about 1 
>ut of 10. 

In an atomic explosion blast 
,nd heat are the most dangerous. 

Lying in a shielded spot will 
Protect one from an atomic blast. 

Flash burns are most of the 
'lost serious causes of injury. 

Even a little solid material gives 
protection from flash burns. 

Dressing in white or light col-
oured clothing will avoid many 

•'ash burns. 
Radioactivity is the principal 

way atomic bombs differ from or-
Jinary ones. 

Even if you should get severe 
radiation sickness, you will have 
i better than even chance of re-
covery. 

There is little one can do to 
rrotcct a home from blast. 

Basements give shelter against 
Wast, heat, and radioactivity. 

Air burst will leave little lin-
•--•ring radioactivity. 

—U.S . N«vy Department S n , t \ R - , 

April, I HI . 
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FIFTY YEARS OF MARINE WIRELESS 
TELLING OF THE GREAT BENEFICIAL EFFECT O N LIFE A T SEA, A N D ON THE NAVIGA-
TION A N D MANAGEMENT OF SHIPS, OF WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY—PROBABLY THE 
MOST IMPORTANT INVENTION IN MARITIME HISTORY SINCE THE ADVENT OF THE 
STEAM ENGINE. 

Wireless is today so universally 
regarded as a necessity of life at 
sea, that it comcs rather as a sur-
prise to realise that it is only fifty 
years since it was introduced to 
ships and the seafarer. The first 
British ocean-going vessel to carry 
ti was the Beaver liner "Lake 

Champlain," plying between Liv-
erpool and Canadian ports. This 
was on the 21st May, 1901. 

The value of the innovation 
was at once realised. Within a 
month of its adoption by the own-
ers of the Beaver Line, the new 
invention was installed by the 
Cunard Company on their big 
Trans-Atlantic liners "Lucania" 
and "Campania"; and by 1906, 
six years from the time Marconi 
had made his sensational discov-
ery, the Allan Line, Atlantic 
Transport, Canadian Pacific, An-
chor, Dominion and White Star 
Lines, were similarly equipped. 

Wireless put an end to the 
ages-old isolation of ocean-going 
ships and the sea. From the time 
of the earliest voyager, on his 
raft or in his dug-out, down to 
the dawn of the present century, 
communication between ship and 
shore, or between ship and ship, 
had been possible out of earshot 
only by visual signals. Now ships 
were never out of touch, either 
with the shore, or one with an-
other -a source of information by 
air which, on countless occasions, 
has enabled masters to keep their 
ships clear of danger, stave off 
disaster, and render aid to those 
in peril. What a measure of safe-
ty it has brought; The "Merch-
ant Navy Journal" related recent-
ly the story, one of many such 
stories, of the "Republic" and 
the "Florida": 

"The value of wireless in sav 
ing life at sea was demonstrated 
on a large scale with the disaster 

to the White Star liner "Re 
public" in January, 1909, when 
she sank following a collision with 
the Italian emigrant steamer, the 
"Florida" . . . The "Republic" 
was cut down to the water line, 
and the Radio Officer, Jack Binns, 
sent out a distress message and 
was answered by the wireless sta-
tion at Siasconcet, on the Ameri-
can coast. That station there-
upon sent out news of the disas-
ter to such vessels as were within 
reach, including the White Star 
liner "Baltic," 64 miles away from 
the "Republic", giving the latter's 
position, and in a short time the 
whole world was aware of what 
had happened. 

"The 'Florida' was not fitted 
with wireless—it was not then 
compulsory equipment—but as it 
was learned that her engines were 
undamaged, that she was man-
oeuvrable and would in all like-
lihood remain afloat, the 'Re-
public's' passengers were trans-
ferred without mishap to the 
'Florida'. Then dense fog fell 
over the scene. The 'Baltic's' 
dash to the rescue, with direc-
tion-finding as yet undiscovered, 
became a desperate game of blind-
man's bluff. Instead of steaming 
64 miles, she covered over 200 in 
the next twelve hours, groping 
blindly for the sinking Repub-

lic". In the meantime the 'Re-
public" lost sight of the Florida' 
in the fog. One can imagine the 
thoughts of the latter's passeng-
ers at this time, with between 
four and five hundred from the 
'Republic' added to their number, 
limited cuisine and other facili-
ties, and with 30 feet of their 
ship's bow smashed back. All 
told, there were nearly 2,000 pas-
sengers and crew aboard the bad-
ly crowded and possibly sinking 
Italian liner. 

"There was no power from the 
Republic's' generators and the 
ship had no lights, while her 
wireless was being worked from 
storage batteries. The game of 
hide and seek went on, and at 
last, thanks to the skill of the of-
ficers of the 'Baltic' and the 'Re-
public.' the ships made contact. 
The 'Republic's' crew were tak-
en aboard the 'Baltic,' and when 
the fog lifted the 'Florida' was 
also contacted, and the 1,650 per-
sons on board were also transferr-
ed to the "Baltic.' In short, but 
not without a demonstration of 
unsurpassed seamanship and de-
votion, nearly 2,000 lives were 
snatched from the direst peril and 
from a situation where, but for 
the use of wireless, most if not 
all would possibly have perished " 

Although many other factors 
have also contributed to increased 
safety at sea, it must be agreed 
that, in the main, the increase is 
due to wireless telegraphy, and 
the navigational aids and safety 
devices that have evolved from 
it. To quote the "Merchant 
Navy Journal" again: 

"Today, with the aid of the di-
rection-finder, echometer, and 
radar, the navigating officer can 
ascertain his ship's position with 
accuracy, even under the most ad-
verse weather conditions, measure 
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instantaneously the depth of water 
under her keel; and, in the thick-
est fog or darkest night, he can 
see' by means of radar the exact 
location of all above-water ob-
lects for miles around him." 

Wireless, too, enables compre-
hensive weather reports to be 
compiled and transmitted at any 
time and at ocean-wide distance. 
Iccbergs, escaped mines and dere-
lict wrecks can be plotted, gales 
and fogs reported, medical advice 
promptly obtained, lights, buoys 
and other matters affecting navi-
gation quickly brought to notice. 

However, if all these wireless 
appliances have brought increased 
safety and aids to the seafarer, 
they have also brought added re-
sponsibility. "Shipmasters and 
navigating officers of today must 
not only be as well versed in the 
principles of navigation and sea-
manship as were those of the 
sailing ship and pre-wirelcss era, 
but they must have expert know-
ledge in the use and functions of 
-•quipment of far greater com-
plexity than their predecessors 
ever dreamed of. It has been 
.•mphasised over and over again 
:hat all these devices must be con-
sidered as no more than aids to 
lavigation. No substitute can be 
round for the skill and experience 
if the ship's navigator, which in 
the long run enable him to make 
the decisions vital to the safety 
"f the ship in his charge." Nor 
does the information obtained by 
the radio aids, nor the installation 
'f wireless on his ship, absolve 
the shipmaster or the officers re-
sponsible for the navigation of a 
ship from the necessity of tak-
ing seamanship precautions and 
idhering to the regulations laid 
Jown by international agreement. 
The supreme necessity of bring-
ing his ship safely into port is 
still the shipmaster's supreme re-
quirement. 

The human element, therefore, 
IS still all-important, both to the 
shipmaster himself, or to any 
Marine Court of Enquiry before 
which he may find himself ar-
raigned. 

M A K E A P O I N T O F 
C A L L I N G I N T O T H E 

FIRST & LAST HOTEL 
(LATE CUTTY SARK) 

CIRCULAR QUAY 

CONVENIENT, CENTRALLY SITUATED 

BOBIH hood 
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H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET PROGAMME 
(Reprint of A .F .T .M. No . 13—Serial N o . 13—For Posting on Notice Boards.) 

H.M.A. Fleet Programme—April/August, 1951—Serial No. 13. 

(A) SYDNEY (Wearing my Flag). 
( i ) Arrive 

Thurs.. 19th April 
Friday, 4th May 
Monday, 14th May-
Friday. 18th May 
Saturday, 9th June 
Friday, 15th June 
Ther. visit New Guinea and Solomons Area 
Friday, 3rd August Brisbane 
Sat., 11th August Jervis Bay 
Mon., 1 -th August Sydney 

Sydney 
Jervis Bay Area 
Sydney 
King George Sound 
Fremantle 
Y.tmpi Sound 
Darwin 

Depart 
Thursday, 19th April 
Thursday, 3rd May 
Tuesday, 8th May-
Thursday, 17th May-
Monday, 4th June 
Monday, 11th June 
Monday, 18th June 

Thursday, 9th August 
Sunday, 12th August 

(u) SYDNEY will he available tor leave and urgent defects from Tuesday, 14th August, 1951. 

(B) AUSTRALIA. 
( i ) Arrive 

Wed., 18th April 
Sunday, 22nd April 
Monday, 3ftth April 
Monday, 7th M.iy 
Friday, 11th May-
Monday, 14th May-
Friday, 18th May 
Friday, 25th May-

Friday, 8th June 

P l a n 

Sydney 
Hobart 
Jervis Bay-
Melbourne 
Western port 
Sydney-
Lord Howe Island 
Sydney 
Hervey Bay and 
Barrier Reef Area 
Sydney-

Monday, 
Friday, 2' 
Saturday, 
Monday, 
Wednesd 
Sunday, 
Thursday-
Monday, 
Monday, 

Depar t 

16th April 
Oth April 
28th April 

7th May-
ay. 9th May 
13th May 
, 17th May 
21st May 
4th June 

(11) AUSTRALIA will be available for leave and refit from Wednesday, 1.-th June, 1951 

(D) TOBRUK. 
(i) Arrive 

Monday, 9th April 
Saturday, 14th April 
Monday, 16th April 
Friday. 4th May-

Place 

Sydney 
Jervis Bay Area 
Newcastle 
Jervis Bay Area 
Sydney 

Depar t 

Monday, 9th April 
Friday, 13th April 
Monday, 16th April 
Thursday, 3rd May 

(ii) TOBRUK will be available for leave and refit from Monday, 7th May, 1951. 

(E) BATAAN. 
(i) BATAAN. will return to Australia on being relieved by MURCHISON and is then available 

for refit from about Friday, 22nd June, 1951. 

Tkf Navy 

H.M.A. Fleet Programs*—April/August, 1951—Seriri No. 13—(continued) 

(F) ANZAC. 

(i) F.O.C.A.F assumes operational control of ANZAC on Monday, 7th May, 1951. 
(ii) Programme then as for Sydney. 
(iii) ANZAC'will be available for leave and urgent defects from Tuesday, 14th August, 1951. 

(G) SHOALHAVEN (Senior Officer 1st Frigate Flotilla) 

(•) Arrive Place Depart 
— Sydney Tuesday, 17th April 

Saturday, 21st April Mackay Monday, 23rd April 
Tuesday, 24th April Bowen Thursday, 26th April 
Friday, 27th April Townsville Monday, 30th April 
Tuesday, 1st May Cairns Saturday, 5th May-
Tuesday, 8th May Thursday Island Thursday, 10th May-
Saturday, 12th May Port Moresby Tuesday, 15th May-
Tuesday, 15th May • New Guinea Area Saturday, 2nd June 
Fncay. 8th June Sydney — 

(ii) SHOALHAVEN will be available for leave and urgent defects from Wednesday, 13th June. 
1951 

(H) CULGOA. 

(i) Under the operational control of the Flag Officer-in-Charge, New South Wales, as from 
Saturday, ""th April. 1951, for T.A.S. School Training in the Sydney Area. 

<") Arrive Place Depar t 
— Sydney Area Monday, 23rd April 

Monday, 23rd April Newcastle Thursday, 26th April 
Thursday, 26th April Sydney Area Saturday, 28th April 
Saturday, 28th April Kurnell Saturday. 28th April 
Monday, JOth Apri! Brisbane Monday. 7th May 
Wednesday, 9th May Sydney Area — 

(in) CULGOA will be available for leave and refit from Wednesday, 6th June, 1951. 

(I) CONDAMINE. 

Under the operational control of the Flag Officer-in-Charge, New South Wales, as from 
Saturday, "th April. 1951, for T.A.S. School Training in the Sydney Area. 

(J) MURCHISON. 

To sail for Korean/Japanese Waters on Wednesday, 9th May, 1951, to relieve BATAAN. 

(K) LABUAN. 
i 

Under the operational control of the Naval Board. 

(L) WARREGO. 
(i) Will be brought up to provisional scheme of peace complement as a surveying ship after 

31st May and is to be operational by the completion of mid winter leave on 20th July, 
(i) Details of intended surveying programme wilt he promulgated. 

Office of the J. A S. 
F.ag Officer Commanding, Rear-Admiral. 

H.M. Australian Fleet. I6th April, 1951. 

April, I M I . 
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A. BAGLEY & SON 
211-213 B E A M I S H ST. , 

C A M P S I E . 

N.S.W. 
The largest and most 
up-to-date Shoe Store 
in the district was 
established by us in 

1920. 
* 

REPAIRS? YES! 

Best of leather and 
workmansh ip 
gua ran teed . 

P H O N E : LF 3183. 

C a p t a i n Taylor and his fiance® p h o t o g r a p h e d on their arrival at 
Rose Bay. 

CAPTAIN P. G. TAYLOR BLAZED A TRAIL 
When Frigate Bird 11. alighted 

at Rose Bay, Captain P. G. Taylor 
had completed nearly 20,000 
miles of survey flying in the 
South Pacific for the Common-
wealth Government. 

Easter Island looks like a gi-
gantic inclined saucer resting on 
the sea. Its surface is dotted with 
15 extinct volcanoes, and huge 
stone figures, each weighing up 
to 100 tons. Fences on the sheep 
station, which runs about 3,500 
sheep are made of stones collect-
ed from the defunct volcanoes. 
Between the craters of the vol-
canoes there are wide plains of 
flat land on which aerodromes of 
almost unlimited length could be 
built at low cost. 

Generally the flight pin-point-
ed the following facts: 

• A commercial air route be-
tween Australia and South 
America is feasible. 

• There is an obvious need for 
a regular South Pacific air ser-
vice. Islands with large European, 
and wealthy native populations 
are at present isolated. 

• Until Captain Taylor made 
this survey flight there was no 
adequate information concerning 

atolls on which strips could be 
built, or about such lagoons as 
could be used as regular or emerg-
ency bases for flying boats. 

• Beyond Papeete there is no 
adequate aviation meteorological 
co-operation between Australia, 
United Kingdom colonics and de-
pendencies. New Zealand, France, i 
the United States and South 
America. 

• That at Aitutaki the New 
Zealand Civil Aviation Authority 
has maintained strips built by the 
United States during the war. 
Not only have these been main-
tained,, but a number of improve-
ments have been made. 

• Finally there is much which 
South American countries can 
give Australia, and much which 
Australia can give South Amer-
ica. 

" T h e N a v y ' 

is Your Guide 

to Naval Affairs 

SEAS, SHIPS A N D SAILORS 
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CX-NAVAL MIN'S 
A s s o c i a t i o n 

FafeM-fc-CtM 

of A u s t r a l i a 
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THE Immediate Past President 
of the Western Australian 

State Council (Mr Norman B. 
Bicker), has been requested by 
the Federal Council to represent 
the Association at the 1951 Zee-
b r jgge Commemoration Service, 
being held at Dover during this 
month. Mr. Bicker will place a 
floral tribute on the Memorial 
as a token of esteem from the 
members of the Ex-Naval Men's 
Association and other Zeebrugge 
survivors of the Raid who are 
new residing in Australia. 

At a combined meeting held 
last month, members of the Fed-
eral and New South Wales Exec-
utives and representatives of the 
N.A.P. Association of N.S.W., 
met to discuss tentative proposals 
relative to affiliation. The Fed-
eral Council has now submitted 
its decision and will extend a 
welcome to the N.A.P. Associa-
tion of N S.W. to become a sep-
arate Sub-Section of the Ex-
Naval Men's Association. The 
State Council will promulgate 
the terms. Capitation fees, etc., 
to the body seeking affiliation and 
will report back to the Federal 
Executive the results of the ne-
gotiations. 

In view of the recent press crit-
icism on Immigration policy, the 
Federal Council has deemed it 
necessary to voice its opinion 
thereon, and last month instruct-
ed the Federal Secretary to ad-
vise the Minister concerned that 
the Council has full confidence 
in the Commonwealth Govern-
ment's Immigration plans. 

The Committee of the Queens-
land Section has advised Federal 
Council that the May General 

Meeting, to be held at Brisbane, 
will be changed from the first 
Monday to the second Monday in 
the month. A good night's en-
tertainment will be provided for 
Association members attending 
this meeting, which will be held 
in the Alice Street Naval Depot, 
on 14th May. The Committee 
is inviting the families and friends 
of members to the regular family 
gathering for the quarter; this 
will be held at the same place 
(Naval Depot) at 8 p.m. on Mon-
day, 4th June. 

Mr. Cyril L. Tucker, a Past 
President of South Australia, has 
been recommended by the State 
Council for the award of the Dip-
loma of Merit, for services rend-
ered to the Association and to ex-
Naval personnel in general. The 
Fourth Annual State Conference 
of South Australia will be held in 
the Naval Memorial House, 23 
Peel Street, Adelaide, on Wed-
desday, 25 th July. 

Western Australian-State Coun-
cil has advised its Sub-Sections to 
submit their items for the Agenda 
for State Conference, toTfc held 
during September; a definite date 
has not yet been chosen to bring 
the State Delegates together. 

Preparation of agenda items for 
Federal Conference will be dealt 
with by the N.S.W. Annual 
State Conference which will meet 
in Sydney towards the close of 
August. 

In response to enquiries from 
members and prospective mem-
bers of the Association it is an-
ticipated that early action will be 
taken to form additional Sub-
Sections: at the moment a Sub-
Section is being organised for the 
Gtenelg district of South Austra-

lia and one is contemplated for 
the Lithgow district of New 
South Wales. 

Wi th the support of the Sub-
Sections of South Australia, the 
State Council is launching out in 
a drive for funds to help provide 
comforts for the troops serving 
in Korea. 

G.W.S. 

" S T U A R T * V E T E R A N S ' 
RE-UNION. 

Former personnel of the old de-
stroyer leader, H.M.A.S. "Stuart," 
celebrated the tenth anniversary 
of the Battle of Matapan on 
Wednesday, 28th March, when 
they held a dinner and re-union 
at the Hotel London, Melbourne. 

The "Stuart" Veterans are 
probably the only Ex-Service-
men's organisation to have a wo-
man as their president. Members 
unanimously elected Mrs. H. M. 
L. Waller to that office for the 
second successive year. Mrs. 
Waller is the widow of "Stuart 's" 
former captain, Capt. H. M. L. 
Waller, who was lost with 
H.M.A.S. "Per th" on 28th Feb-
ruary, 1942. 

Other office-bearers of the 
"Stuart" Veterans are — Vice-
Presidents: Messrs. H. C. Eyers 
and L. E. Clifford; Secretary: 
Mr. W . J. Bradley. 

Keep a Good 
Lookout 

f O f t T H E N E X T I S S U E O F 

The Navy 

AUSTRALIAN SEA CADET CORPS 
(VICTORIAN DIVISION). 

THE Summer Camp of the Sea 
Cadet Corps (Victorian Divi-

sion) was held for one week, from 
the 23rd. to 30th. January, at 
Geelong Grammar School on Corio 
Bay, Geelong. 

The site was ideal for the 
cadets, as they had all "modern 
cons," — dormitories, dining hall, 
bathrooms, recreation rooms, and 
on the outdoor side they had 
swimming-pool, playing fields, ten-
nis courts and one or two skiffs 
ready and waiting at the landing. 

All Victorian Companies were 
represented, the numbers being as 
follows: Port Melbourne, 24; 
Geelong, 8; Footscray Technical 
School, 18; Black Rock, 8; Port-
land, 4; and Geelong Grammar 
School 1, making a total of 63 
Cadets, who were in the charge of 
the following Officers and Instruc-
tors: Lieutenants A. R. Feely, 
R.A.N.R.; J. Grainger, R.A.N. 
V.R.; (SP) A . J. Taite, R.A.N. 
V.R.; Ri Collins, R.A.N. (Rtd. ) ; 
C.P.O. G. O'Brien, cx-R.A.N.; 
Messrs. J. Brazier, D. McGilvray, 
D. J. Corp, K. Harrison. 

The cadets proceeded to the 
School by train on the morning of 
the 23rd. January, 1951, and after 
a short period for settling down, 
technical training and sporting fix-
tures were soon under way. 

Training consisted of field train-
ing, |seamanship instruction, sail-
ing, knots and splices, and one or 
two visits to the Reserve Fleet of 
Frigates and Corvettes secured in 
Corio Bay. 

On Thursday, 25th. January, 
1951, the following Officers visit-
ed the camp in the evening: Lt.-
Commander Batterham, R.A.N.R.; 
Lt.-Commander L. Burns, R.N. ; 
Lt. A. H. Burrows, R.A.N.R., 
and Lt. (S.) F. G. Evans. 

Lt.-Commander Batterham de-
livered a very instructive and in-
teresting lecture on Underwater 
Operations by Frogmen during the 
recent war and then showed a film 

on "Sleeping Beauty," an under-
water vessel—one-man operated— 
for attaching mines to ships and 
investigating - underwater hazards 
in harbours. 

During the period of the camp 
many inter-Company competitions 
were carried out in both technical 
subjects appertaining to normal 
training and sport. 
Saturday, 27th. J a u w y , 1951. 

In the evening a concert was 
held by the cadets, and many items 
of varying types were offered. 

This was a particularly enter-
taining night and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by Officers, Instructors 
and the Cadets themselves. 
Sunday, 28th. January, 1951. 

Afte r n o r m a l Divisions the 
Cadets proceeded to the School 
Chapel for the Church Service 
conducted by a visiting Chaplain. 

In the afternoon the following 
Officers visited the camp: Com-
mander R. A. Nettlefold, D.S.C., 
V.R.D., R.A.N.R.; Commander 
(S.) J. D. B a t e s , V.R.D., 
R.A.N.R.; Lieutenant A. H. 
Burrows, R.A.N.R.; Lieutenant 
(S.) F. G. Evans, R.A.N.V.R. , 
and Mr. J. A. Wallace. 

These Officers inspected the 
Parade and the following two 
awards were presented by Com-
mander Bates:— 

(1) A silver cup to Port Mel-
bourne Company for the highest 
aggregate marks obtained in all 
inter-company competitions. 

(2) A volume on Knots and 
Splices to Port Melbourne Com-
pany. This was won for them by 
Cadet Powell, who obtained the 
highest marks in the Seamanship 
Examination. 

The silver cup was donated by 
the Navy League of Australia, 
Victorian Division, and the book 
by the Little Ships Club. 
Tuesday, 30th. January, 1951. 

This was the final day of the 
camp and after a general clean-up 
the Cadets embarked on the cor-

vette H.M.A.S. "Gladstone" for 
passagev to Melbourne. 

This" camp was of inestimable ' 
value in Sea Cadet Training as it 
gave the Cadets seven days' un-
broken time and instruction which 
is far more successful under those 
conditions. It also taught them 
team spirit which is not possible 
to any great degree in the limited 
time available throughout the year 
in drill nights or afternoons. It 
also provided the opportunity for 
them to meet other Cadets from 
other units and enable them to 
compare notes. 

The thanks of the Australian 
Sea Cadet Corps are offered to the 
Principal and the Council of 
Geelong Grammar S c h o o l in 
making available unconditionally 
their fine quarters and grounds, 
and to Mr. John Brazier, C.O. of 
Geelong Grammar School Com-
pany, who made every effort to 
see that the Officers, Instructors 
and Cadets were comfortable and 
had all they wanted in his Schixil. 

H.M.A.S. " A U S T R A L I A " T O 
VISIT L O R D H O W E ISLAND 

Naval Public Relations section 
has announced that the cruiser 
H.M.A.S. "Australia" would visit 
Melbourne for the Coral Sea cel-
ebrations. She would arrive on 
Monday, April 30, and remain 
until Monday, May- 7. 

On Sunday. May 13, with the 
Governor of New South W i l e s 
(•Lieutenant - General Sir John 
Northcott) embarked, she would 
leave Sydney on a three-day visit 
to Lord Howe Island. She would 
depart from Lord Howe Island 
on Thursday, May 17, and on 
Friday, May 18, would arrive at 
Sydney. 

Following her visit to Lord 
Howe Island, she would be . in 
the Hervey Bay and Great Bar-
rier Reef area from May 25 un-
til June 4. 

April . I 9 S I . 
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REST PERIOD FOR 
"WARRAMUNGA" 

A message from Hong Kong on 
March 17 gave the welcome news 
that the Australian destroyer 
"Warramunga" had arrived there 
that day from Korean waters for 
a well-earned rest period. One of 
the highlights of the Korean cam-
paign has been the way this ship 
has hit the headlines in the day-
to-day communications from the 
battle areas. 

NATIONAL SERVICE 
TRAINING. 

Press reports indicate t h a t 
National Service Training is ex-
pected to begin in Australia in 
July for the Navy and Air Force 
and in August for the Army. 
Actual dates will be decided soon. 

SEA GOING JEEP'S 
PROGRESS. 

An Australian Engineer, Mr. 
Ben Carlin, and his wife, recent-
ly arrived at Gibralter after hav-
ing crossed the Atlantic in a Jeep. 
They plan to return to the Unit-
ed States via the Middle East 
and the Pacific. Jeepers-creepers, 
what next? 

BRITAIN TO HAVE 
ATOMIC ELECTRICITY. 
Atomic research and develop-

ment is no longer confined to the 
production of weapons of war. 

Britain has taken the lead in 
planning to construct, this year, 
the world's first power house pro-
ducing electricity from atomic-
energy. 

This announcement provides 
an indication of what the atomic-
age could mean to a worlj at 
peace. 

Once it is in operation the 
power house will produce elec-
tricity for 30 years on its initial 
supply of fuel. The type of fuel 
to he used has not yet beer re-
vealed, but it is to be one of the 
heavy elements of the uranium 
type. 

B R Y A N T & 

M A Y ' S 
S A F E T Y M A T C H E S . 

• N e w Improved Blue 
Head! 

• Improved, Steady-burn-
ing W o o d ! 

• Longer-wearing Strik-
ing Surfaces! 

• Un i fo rm H i g h Qual i ty . 
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SYDNEY 

Only th® Bait Brandt 
StocUd. 
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EXCHANGE 
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Help us to make 
Australia strom 

The Navy, the Army and the Air Force 
urgently need experienced men 

With the threat of aggression growing greater each day, 
the need for rapid expansion of the defence forces becomes 
increasingly urgent. Especially urgent' is the need for 
seasoned ex-servicemen whose knowledge and experience 
can be of incalculable value to the young enthusiastic 
but untrained men now answering the nation's call to arms. 
Attractive opportunities await ex-servicemen in all three 
services, on a full time or part time basis. 
Re-enlistment with previous rank is possible in many 
cases. 
Enquire now. 
Trained helpful servicemen from .all services will answer 
your enquiries and give full details of new liberal pay 
scalcs without any obligation to you at the:— 

Defence Forces 
Information Bureau 

in any of the following cities—Sydney, Melbourne, Bris-
bane, Adelaide, Perth, Hobart, Launceston. 

AGE LIMITS AND 
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 
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Austral ian N'aval Reserve. ihe 
Act ive Cit izen Air Force or 
It.A.A.I-'. Reser\. 
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W e need your he lp 

to m a k e A u s t r a l i a 

s t r o n g ! 
\ « - \ e r was llie n e r d so j irrul f o r 
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Vrniv mill Air Force . T h o u s a n d s 
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NEW PAY RATES, NEW CONDITIONS. MAKE 
SERVICE LIFE TODAY REALLY ATTRACTIVE 

Age Limits and Conditions of Entry 
Navy: Re-entry up to 17 years for a two-
year period provided \Bl.K rating 01 
above ha> heen held and applicant has not 
l»een awa\ from the Sen ice more than 
ti\e years. 
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Air Force: Ground Stall. 18 to 18 yean-. 
Kx-VC.O. Wireless Air Gunners and 
Operators to 28 years. Pilots and \avisia 
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Part-time Service: Those who cannot 
enlist for full-time Service can >till play 
an important part in Australia's defence 
hy joining the Citizen Military Forces. th»* 
Hoyal Australian Naval Reserve, the Active 
Citizen Air Forrc or K.A.A.K. Reserve. 
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This amazing American invention, 

RESTORES FURNITURE LOVELINESS 
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For the Best Soft Drinks 
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KEMBLA BUILDING 
58 MARGARET STREET, SYDNEY 

M A N U F A C T U R E R S OF: 

P R E F A B R I C A T E D 
PRES-STEEL BUILDINGS 

Available in 20ft., 30ft„ 40ft., and 
60ft. span, framework only. Haysheds 

available in 30ft. span. 

STEEL-SHEETS 
Electrical; deep drawing; black: bright 

steel strip; aluminiscd. 

D R A I N A G E P R O D U C T S 

Multiple pipes and arches; corrugatcd 
nestable culverts; full circle corrugatcd 

nestable pipe; perforated pipe. 

STAINLESS STEEL 
Sheet; bar (hexagon, flats, squares, 

rounds); wire; tubing. 

W I N N S . . . FOR DEPENDABLE 
BOYS & YOUTHS WEAR 
IDEAL FOR WINTER! BOYS HEAVYWEIGHT 

SUEDE FINISH FLANNELETTE PYJAMAS 
Good roomy cut to give dependable wearing, warmth and 
comfort, in bright striped designs of Blue, Pink or Fawn. 
Sizes—22 to 32. 
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VALUE IN BOYS ZIPP FRONT 
SPORTS SHIRTS 

Half sleeves, tailored f rom splendid British Headdo th material 
that assures excellent washing and wearing qualities, in 
popular shades of Blue, Fawn, Grey, or Mushroom. Sues— 
Small Boys, Boys or Youths. 
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T H E M E R C H A N T N A V Y : I T S S T R E N G T H 
A N D W E A K N E S S 

In reviewing the magnificent economic recov-
ery made by Britain since the war, and the sub-
stantial contribution such recovery has made to 
the national and individual security of the British 
people, it is at once realised that the Merchant 
Navy deserves its share of crcdit, having played 
no small part in the long struggle towards attain-
ment of that objective. 

Such facts are very gratifying, not only to the 
shipping industry but to the British Common-
wealth as a whole. That they were able to achicvc 
so much must be gratifying, also, to the m e m b e s 
of the Merchant Navy individually; because the 
tradition they maintained during two world wars 
justified the faith and work of the great seafaring 
masters—Drake and the grand old men of Hak-
luyt—who established it. 

Yet the British Mercantile Marine and the 
shipping industry in general arc still not without 
certain decidcd defects and weaknesses. 

Probably the most pressing problem before the 
shipping industry is the shortage of officers in 
both departments, navigational and engineering. 

At sea about the beginning of 1950 in the Merch-
ant Navy there were approximately 7,200 certi-
ficated engineer officers and a little over 9,000 
certificated navigating officers, excluding masters. 
W h e n considered in relation to the number of 
ships in the British register, these figures clearly 
indicate the serious position into which the indus-
try has been allowed to drift . It almost seems as 
if a form of anaemia has set in on the Service; 
certainly if the position is not corrected the ef-
ficiency and successful operation of British ship-
ping will be very adversely affected. Tanker com-
panies, in particular, arc finding difficulty in main-
taining a proper manning of their vessels. 

Nor can this be~wondcred at. The potential haz-
ards of tanker service arc undoubtedly greater 
than in any other scction of the industry. This 
factor alone points to an urgent need for special 
Agreements for the world's tanker fleets, the un-
natural conditions pertaining to this trade having 
apparently combined to overlook numan consider-
ations. A new deal for tanker personnel, a uni-
versal effort by tanker companies to improve the 
conditions of their masters, officers and seamen, is 
long overdue and must be remedied without delay. 

Long overdue, too, is the abolition of the prac-
tice adopted by some shipowners of registering 
their ships in Panama. In any case, the conditions 
of service in ships sailing under the Panamanian 
flag should be as good as those in British vessels. 

Inky, INI. I 
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SHIPPING 
CONTRACTORS 

WHOLESALE 8C RETAIL 
GROCERS 

MARKET GARDENERS 
FRUIT MERCHANTS 
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IMPORTERS 
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HEAD OFFICE: 
19 LACKEY STREET, 

HAYMARKET. 
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Bardsley's 

SHAVING 
CREAM 

For a quicker 

and 

more comfortable 

S H A V E 

Beer Is Good For You 
Enjoy It! 

C A R L T O N Si U N I T E D B R E W E R I E S L T D . 
BREWING IN AUSTRALIA FOR 98 YEARS. 

In this land of oura—in this Australia of kindliness, of friendship, 
of good humoured tolerance . . . perhaps no beverage is more at 
home than good Australian beer. For beer is a drink Australians 
like. It is a part of pleasant living, of good fellowship, of sensible 
moderation. Aud our right to enjoy it . . . this too is a part of 

our Australian heritage of personal freedom. 

When ships of the Navy 
"heave to" this rope 
holds fast! 
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An industry so wide in its ramifications as the ship' 
ping industry should have instantaneous flexi-
bility and international uniformity. 

Offsetting these obvious defects and weaknesses 
there have come, of course, many welding pro-
cesses to strengthen and improve the Service and 
the life of the seafarer. No one has presented 
these more succintly than Lord Winster, P.C., 
K.C.M.G. Speaking from the chair at the last 
Annual General Meeting of the Navigators' and 
Engineer Officers' Union, his Lordship, in draw-
ing attention to the three great transformations he 
had witnessed since he had gone to sea as a boy, 
said: 

"The first [of these transformations] was the 
present excellence of relations between the Royal 
Navy and the Merchant Navy compared with those 
existing in that earlier period. Secondly, there 
was the transformation in the relations between 
the deck and engine-room departments, and the 
dying away of old jealousies and animosities. 
Lastly, there was the transformation in pay and 
conditions of service of Merchant Navy officers 
and, above all, the change which had come about 
in their status." Amenities and the pay of sea-
men, too, haw immeasurably improved, while saf-
ety precautions arc in course of being greatly 
tightened. 

Nevertheless, despite wise and enlightened im-
provements, both in ship construction and seafar-
ing conditions, weaknesses and defects in the Ser-
vice, as has already been indicated, still persist. / 

In the interests of the shipping industry gen-
erally and in the interests of seafarers individually, 
the future policy for the Merchant Navy, as out-
lined recently by the Navigators' and Engineer 
Officers' Union, should broadly be along the fol-
lowing lines: 

Consideration should be given to: (1), salary 
increases; (2), wider provision to enable officers' 
wives to be on board wifh their husbands; (3), 
proper selection of entry into the Service and 
greater facilities for training, including the draw-
ing up of a new code governing apprentices' and 
cadets' conditions of employment, together with 
revision of the standard forms of indentures which 
it is considered arc wholly out of step with mod-
em practice, procedures, and thought; (4) adjust-
ments in respect of weekly hourfc of work and— 
particularly in regard to coastwise vessels—nights 
on board and week-ends at sea; (5), that evdry 
ship be provided with a Writer, thus relieving the 
shipmaster of the paper and book work—the port-
age bills and manifests—with which he is at pres-
ent compelled to cope. (As the Merchant Navy 
Journal said reecntly, "These portage bills would 
have scared Drake and Hawkins off the oceans 
for good"); and (6), making the Service gener-
ally more attractive, so that those who follow 

the sea will be contented and efficient to the end 
that they will make their maximum contribution 
to maintaining Britain as the pre-eminent mari-
time nation. 

In these circumstances it is pleasant and illum-
inating to recall a statement made recently by a 
high official of the British Chamber of Shipping. 
He said: "It is perhaps only when a ship-owner 
has learned that the efficiency of his fleet springs 
more from the men and their lives than from ships 
and their gear that his prolonged continuance in 
this internationally competitive trade can be look-
ed for with some confidence." 

The successful operation of shipping needs team-
work just as much as other industries and al-
though it is not suggested that joint consultations, 
such as prevail in factories, are desirable, even 
if they were possible, it is clearly imperative that 
shipowners seek to improve the relationships 
which exist between them and those who navi-
gate and man their ships. The two world wars 
proved what could be done when morale was 
high. Let us maintain that same morale in peace. 
Only in this way can that extra effort in produc-
tion and service be secured which the British 
Commonwealth now requires from every citizen, 
on land or sea. 

FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN EXHIBITION. 

At the Festival of Britain Exhibition, recently 
opened by H.M. the King, the marine exhibits have, 
as was expected, met great public interest and 
have been viewed by many thousands of visitors. 
One pavilion, "Seas and Ships," displays many as-
pects of British marine supremacy from shipyards 
to fisheries. The exhibits cover wide fields of in-
dustry and service, and range from marine engines 
and a ship-testing tank to sails and ropes and small 
tackle. Indeed, the whole sea story has been col-
lected and collated. Ship operating and handling 
are in another section, which is concerned with 
British transport in all its spheres, air, road, rail and 
sea. The fullest use is being made of working ex-
hibits, including models of docks, slips, and airports. 
Prominent displays arc given to British advances 
in tele-communications, particularly in radio, radar, 

•etc. The exhibition offers not only unlimited en-
lightenment to the general public, but also unlimited 
opportunities for study to every man of the seas, 
novitiate to salted veteran. 

M«I, IWt. 



NAVAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
IN V I E W OF THE C O N T I N U E D TENSION IN T H E SPHERE OF W O R L D POLITICS, BRITISH 
SEAFARERS OF BOTH THE FIGHTING A N D MERCANTILE NAVIES ARE VITALLY CON-
CERNED W I T H W H A T IS T A K I N G PLACE SCIENTIFICALLY IN T H E DEVELOPMENT O F 
HIGHER EFFICIENCY. THE FOLLOWING BRIEF SURVEY, BASED O N REPORTS PUBLISHED 
IN THE ADMIRALTY' N E W S SUMMARY, WILL GIVE ALL OF US C O N N E C T E D W I T H T H E 
NAVIES M U C H T O APPRECIATE A N D T H I N K ABOUT. 

SCIENCE, as a matter of fact, 
is taking a big part in the develop-
ment of navies to-day. With in our 
own Services and the fleet;- of 
other nations. It is part of the 
general build-up of an increased 
operational efficiency in the event 
of a state of emergency. 

In Britain, the scientilic effort 
continues, for the greater part, to 
be directed to counter-measures 
against the various forms of high-
speed attack which may be ex-
pected in the future. In this re-
gard, all possible steps are being 
taken to improve the capabilities 
of existing weapons and. in many 
cases, to develop new ones. To 
meet the mounting air threat. radar 
equipment is being developed, 
among other things, to give in-
creased range and speed of warn-
ing, as well as predictors of higher 
performance and improved A.A. 
guns of higher rate of fire using 
proximity fused ammunition. In 
addition, new lighter and anti-
submarine aircraft of high per-
formance are being developed for 
the Navy. 

To counter underwater attack, 
weapons with greater range and 
striking power than have been 
available in the past arc being de-
veloped, together with improved 
detection and location equipment 
to enable these weapons to be used 
effectively. 

The Admiralty's efforts to pro-
duce propulsive and auxiliary-
machinery of greater efficiency 
and smaller weight and volume 
are being continued and have met 
with a large measure of success. 
Considerable effort is being de-
voted to propulsive equipment for 
the fast submarine. A programme 

if investigation nto the develop-
ment of nuclear propulsion is 111 
hand. 

The questions ol safety and 
habitability 111 an overall sense arc 
also being given continued atten-
tion. It is understood, however, 
that submarine escape and rescue, 
survival conditions at sea 111 low 
temperatures, and protection from 
harmful radiation released by 
atomic weapons are among the 
more important problems ol this 
kind receiving primacy. 

Naturally, the tendency lor re 
search and development expendi 
ture to increase, as was foreseen 
last year, is now being reflected 111 
an enlarged estimate, the overall 
amount of which is approximated 
30 per cent, above that included 
in the estimates for 1950-51. This 
increase, it can readily be under-
stood, is due not only to the fact 
that many projects arc coming to 
fruition in the form of expensive 
prototypes, but also to the accele-
rated rearmament programme, and 
to rising industrial costs. 

A gratifying feature is seen in 
the high sense of co-operation that 
prevails. In all research and de-
velopment activities close touch 
with the Commonwealth countries 
and with our Allies is being main-
tained. Every effort is being madc 
to ensure tha t .our combined re-
sources are used with maximum 
efficiency and economy. 

Nor in the general field of 
development towards g r e a t e r 
efficiency is the medical aspect 
being neglected. It is generally 
recognised, indeed emphasised, 
that the fighting efficiency of the 
Fleet can reach its peak only if 
equipment is designed with the 

physiological and psychological 
limits clearly in mind 

The prospects of shipwrecked 
men have been much improved by 
recent researches into survival 
equipment and rations. At the 
Royal Navy Physiological Labora-
tory new knowledge is being gain-
ed in the domain of submarine and 
diving medicine and very valuable 
work has been done on the effects 
of underwater explosions. 

Investigations into other aspects, 
climatologica! and in the matter ol 
equipment, are also bearing valu 
able fruit. At the Tropical Re 
search Unit Station at Singapore, 
studies are being made of the 
tropical climate and its effects on 
living conditions and working 
efficiency. Under the guidance of 
the Medical Research Council 
work on equipment design and the 
psychology of equipment opera-
tion is being pursued in the 
Universities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge. 

In all these projects Naval 
Medical Officers are playing an 
active part. The experience which 
these officers are gaining of re-
search methods will ultimately be 
of considerable value to the Ser-
vice. The Medical Department 
also keeps in close touch with re-
search which will help to protect 
the Fleet against atomic, chemical, 
and biological warfare. 

Other developments arc taking 
place. Helicopters will be brought 
into service in the Fleet for search 
and rescue duties. It is intended 
to commence construction of a 
new hospital ship of about 10,000 
tons. Stocks of degaussing and 
other equipment for the protec-
tion of the Merchant Fleet in war 
arc also being built up. 

I * 
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H.M.A S. BATAAN TO RETURN HOME FROM KOREA 
T h e Minister for the Navy (the 

Hon. Jos. Francis) announced on 
21st March that the Australian 
destroyer "Bataan" would return 
to Sydney at the end of June from 
Korean waters, in which she has 
been serving with United Na-
tions forces for the last nine 
months. She would be relieved 
by the Australian frigate "Murch-
lsor.." 

Mr. Francis recalled that "Ba-
taan", commanded by Command-
er W . D. M. Marks, R.A.N., and 
the Australian frigate "Shoal-
haven," commanded by Com-
mander I. H . McDonald, R.A.N., 
were on occupational duty in 
Japan when North Korean Corn-
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munists raided the territory of 
the Korean Republic in South 
Korea on June 26, 1950. The 
Australian Pnme Minister (the 
Rt. Hon. R. G. Men;ies) immed-
iately placed the two ships at the 
disposal of the United Nations in 
support of the Republic. 

During their scrvicc in the 
Korean area the Australian ships 
and their officers and men had 
done excellent work and had 
been complimented several times 
by senior Allied naval officers. 

Shortly before Admiral Sir 
Patrick Brind vacated the post of 
Commander-in-Chief of the Far 
Eastern Station in October, 1950, 

he made a signal to the Naval 
Board saying that he had visited 
the Australian ships and had 
found their companies in fine 
fettle and, as expected, always 
ready for anything. 

Mr Francis said that he knew 
that the people of Australia were 
proud of the reputation their 
ships had won. 

He also knew that the officers 
and men of "Bataan" would, on 
their arrival home, receive a sim-
ilarly warm welcome to that ac-
corded the officers and men of 
"Shoalhaven" who were greeted 
by large crowds when they 
marched through Sydney. 



STABILISING SHIPS AT SEA 
C A N A VERY M A T E R I A L R E D U C T I O N IN T H E ROLLING M O V E M E N T O F A S H I P IN 
C O N F U S E D SEAS BE MADE? A FIRM O F B R I T I S H M A N U F A C T U R E R S A N D DESIGNERS 
SAY IT C A N , A N D , W H A T IS MORE, T H A T A DEVICE I N V E N T E D FOR T H A T PURPOSE 
IS N O W IN COURSE OF A D O P T I O N . » 

The stabilising • the prevention 
or reduction of rolling -of ships 
at sea has, one can well imagine, 
cxcrcised the mind of the boat dc 
signer and the mariner ever since 
the art of seafaring first began. 
In an attempt to overcome this 
perfectly natural but wholly un-
desirable behaviour of seacraft. 
various dcvices have been invent-
ed and tried. The experience of 
the centuries has shown that, un-
til lately, there has been little 
ground for believing that ade-
quate means of stabilisation ever 
would be found. 

The fixed bilge keel with which 
practically every ship afloat is 
equipped today provides a case in 
point. The degree of success ob-
tained by the fixed bilge keel has 
never been more than moderate. 

The same may be observed with 
regard to the gyro stabiliser and 
the ant-rolling tank. Not only 
J o these installations, unquestion-
ably, add great weight to the 
«hip, occupy large space, and in-
cur high costs, but their efficacy 
is said to be little more than neg-
ligible. 

However, successful stabilisa-
tion has, in at least a large degree, 
at last been accomplished by the 
Electro-Hydraulic Denny-Brown 
stabiliser. 

It can now be disclosed that 
during the late war the British 
Admiralty equipped a large num-
ber of H.M.'s vessels with Denny-
Brown stahilisers, in order to re-
duce rolling movement to a mini-
mal proportion and to assist gun-
nery. The gain to the accuracy of 
the gun crews and the general 
comfort of the ship's complement 
is said to be considerable. The 
invention reduces the discomfort 
of sea travel immeasurably and 
will no doubt prove a great aid 
to the shipping companies in 

their competition with air tran-
sport services. Writing of the 
device, the "Merchant Navy 
Journal' ' says: 

"The Denny-Brown stabiliser 
is comparatively cheap, and it is 
relatively small and light, per-
haps one-quarter of the weight of 
a stabiliser using gyros . . . It is 
also simple, the operation being 
easily understood. The power 
absorbed by the stabilising appar-
atus is small, and hence it is un-
necessary to equip the ship with 
large additional electric generat-
ing power. 

"The stabilising system consists 
primarily of fins (hydrofoils) 
which project from the side of 
the ship. The best position is 
about the turn of the bilge and 
not too far forward or aft , so 
that the maximum distance con-
veniently possible may be obtain-
ed between fins, thereby produc-
ing the maximum righting mo-
ment with a given area of fin. 
Even when stationary, the fins 
act as efficient damping devices; 
they arc, in fact, additional bilge 
keels. W h e n stationary, they lie 
fore and aft as nearly as possible 
in the normal streamline flow past 
the ship's hull. If fitted near 
midships—the best and often the 
most convenient position—they 
may be arranged to lie horizont-
ally. The fins when not in use 
are housed in boxes within the 
ship's hull, the housing and ex-
tending of the fins being controll-
ed by the operation of an electric 
switch on the bridge." 

It may be argued that a stabilis-
ed ship will be subjected to great-
er stresses than one that is not 
stabilised. The argument is said 
to be invalid, for actually the re-
verse is the case for two reasons. 
"In the first place tacking stresses, 
which arise from angular acceler-

ation of the vessel in rolling, are 
often unpleasantly evident—es-
pecially in passenger vessels with 
tiers of erections—by reason of 
creaking noises, which are un-
avoidable even with the best of 
joiner work. These, obviously, 
will not be in evidence in a stab-
ilised ship. In the second place, 
it is well known that in certain 
sea conditions the ship may roll 
against the sea, and it is in these 
conditions that the waves are not-
ed as striking the ship. In this 
respect also, the stabilised ship 
will be at an advantage. Reports 
are on record of stabilised ships 
being comparatively dry and able 
to maintain speed when other un 
stabilised vessels proceeding with 
them have had to reduce speed 
considerably. It is also on record 
that the use of the stabiliser re-
duces yawing and helps to retain 
control, especially in following-
sea conditions." 

Let it be explained here that 
the stabiliser does not eliminate 
the rolling of the ship utterly. It 
does, however, reduce the rolling 
to the major extent that the small 
movement remaining is not ob-
jectionable. 

" W h e n the ship is under way 
and it is desired to stabilise, the 
fins are rotated through a moder-
ate angle synchronously and in 
opposite senses. If the starboard 
fin is angled so that the leading 
edge is upwards, while the ship 
is moving ahead, the action of 
the water on the fin produces two 
forces, one tending to impede the 
motion of the ship, and the other 
exerting an upward force on the 
fin. A force tending to raise the 
starboard side of the vessel is 
therefore obtained. If the pott 
fin is simultaneously angled so 
that the leading edge is down-
wards. then the same causes pro-
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duce a downward force on that 
fin, tending to depress the port 
side. A righting moment is thus 
obtained varying with the total 
area of the fins, the angle through 
which they are rotated, and the 
speed of the vessel. T o obtain 
the desired effect, i.e„ the damp-
ing down of the ship's roll, it be-
comes only necessary to oscillate 
these fins in such a way that their 
effort is continually exerted to 
produce the correct righting mo-
nient on the ship at the correct 
tune." The stabiliser is, of course, 
controlled from the bridge. 

The performances of the stab-
iliser at sea must, clearly, be the 
final evidence on which it should 
be judged. The stabiliser, as has 
already been indicated, is now be-
ing freely adopted by the British 
Admiralty, and the manufactur-
ers of the device expressly ac-
knowledge the encouragement 
and help they have received from 
naval quarters. Very satisfactory 
reports, we believe, have been 
received from many ships, and it 
is fair to state that, where the 
stabiliser has had an opportunity 
on all counts—installation, sea 
conditions and personnel — to 
prove what it is claimed to be, it 
has amply substantiated that 
claim. The Denny-Brown stabil-
iser will certainly be adopted by 
many shipowners. HEAVING LINES 
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Keep e Good 

Lookout 

F O R T H E N E X T I S S U E O F 

The Navy 

Apar t from certain docltgate 
men, the art of throwing a heaving 
line is not over-well learned by 
seamen. Yet possibly nothing can 
be more frustrating than to see the 
line bounce uff the edge of the 
quay and slip into the water when 
many masters feel that the most im-
portant thing in the world is to 
get their bowrope on to a shore bol-
lard. 

Where boat* arc available for 
running mooring lines, the problem 
of getting the first line ashore is 
not so difficult But there are ships 
which are called upon to berth 
alongside each other in open road-
steads and where it is essential that 
the ship must be laid close enough 
to throw a heaving line across. In 

such circumstances accidents do 
happen and damage is incurred. 

A member (of The Mercantile 
Marine Service Association) sug-
gests that an air rifle could be de-
signed fur line throwing, say with 
a hundred yards range. For ships 
that have to berth upon one an-
other the suggestion is worth tak-
ing up and perhaps the makers of 
the Costin gun or rifle used during 
the war will consider the idea. 
There arc, of course, other line 
throwing apparatuses available, but 
these depend on an explosive charge 
which prohibits their use in some 
ship6. 

—Mr. Al/red Wilson m The 
Merchant T^avy Journal." 

Mn. UW. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE CORAL SEA BATTLE 
O n 4th May, 1942, opened a 

five-day battle that was destined 
to be probably the most decisive 
naval and air engagement of the 
whole Pacific War—the Battle of 
the Coral Sea, in which Ameri-
can and Australian forces joined 
in battle to throw the Japanese 
Fleet back from its, until then, 
victorious southward drive. 

T o mark this great Allied vic-
tory, the Australian-American As-
sociation held, early in May, its 
Annual Coral Sea Week. 

The commemorative ceremon-
ies included a march by the Ser-
vices in Melbourne, various lun-
cheons and balls and other pub-
lic gatherings in Sydney, and talks I " 

in schools, by visiting speakers, 
on the importance of the Coral 
Sea Battle in our national history. 

Guest of honour on this com-
memorative occasion, by invitation 
of the Australian-American As-
sociation and the Commonwealth 
Government, was A d m i r a l 
Thomas C. Kinkaid, who, as 
commander of the United States 
Task Force in the battle, later re-
ceived the American Distinguish-
ed Service Medal for his "aggres-
sive leadership and determined 
action." 

Admiral Kinkaid, as command-
er of the United States Seventh 
Fleet, heavily defeated, in 1944, 
the Japanese in the Battle of the 

Philippines, when his forces cov-
ered the landing of General Mac-
Arthur 's army on Leyte. 

This distinguished battle win-
ner proved not only a worthy en-
voy of America, but also a de-
lightful and reassuring visitor. 
Speaking at a Civic Reception in 
his honour by the Lord Mayor of 
Sydney (Aid. O 'Dea) Admiral 
Kinkaid said that, in his opinion, 
"war was far removed." He 
added: 

" W e have got to understand 
what is going on, plan our peacc 
and think clearly and get rid of 
this fear idea . . . There is no 
doubt what will happen in the 
future if trouble does come." • 

Th* Hmy 

TRAINING SHIP "CONWAY" 
A N A P P R E C I A T I O N O F A G R A N D O L D SHIP IN W H O S E Q U A R T E R S A N D U N D E R W H O S E 
N A U T I C A L C U R R I C U L A S O M E O F T H E F I N E S T SEAFARERS O F B R I T A I N H A V E BEEN 
T E M P E R E D A N D T R A I N E D . IN T H E G R E A T TASK O F N A T I O N A L RECOVERY, N O 
SERVICE H A S D O N E M O R E T O F U R T H E R IT T H A N T H E BRITISH M E R C A N T I L E M A R I N E . 

•Few ships of the nautical train-
ing service are better known to 
seafarers of the British Mercantile 
Marine than H.M. School Ship 
Con way. W e have at last had the 
supreme satisfaction of seeing the 
United Kingdom's Merchant Navy 
grow again into the world's largest, 
for indeed it now leads, numerical-
ly at any rate, the fleet of any 
other nation Men of great charac-
ter have built up this maritime 
supremacy in the world, and it is 
from the training influence of such 
ships as the Conway that have 
come down to us those traditional 
qualities that have helped us to 
win and maintain it. 

A t the Ninety-third Annual 
Meeting of the Mercantale Marine 
Service Association, held in Liver-
pool last year, Sir John Nicholson, 
i member of the committee of 
management of H.M. School Ship 
Conway, was asked to say a few 
words concerning the history and 
influence of this training school 
for boys qualifying for officers of 
Britain's Mercantile Marine. 

Af te r pointing out that the 
Conway had been on the move 
again, this time travelling a matter 
of 4$ miles from Bangor to Port 
Dinorwic, Sir John said that just 
before she was moved her late 
Captain - Superintendent, Captain 
Goddard, "had spent many months 
surveying the ground where she 
was to lay and planned with enor-
mous cane her new moorings, for 
it was a prodigious thing to moor 
a ship of that size in a tidal water-
way. When the plan was at last 
made, Capt. Goddard, with great 
courage, took command of the ship 
for what may prove to have been 
her last voyage. W i t h the aid of 
two steady Liverpool tugs, and a 
mooring craft belonging to the 
Salvage Association, he brought 
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her safely through that very 
dramatic passage, the Swellies, 
where there was plenty of water 
underneath, but little on either 
side, having to choose a high 
spring tide, with a brief period 
of slack water to successfully ac-
complish the journey." 

Sir John went on to say that "it 
was'indeed a most fitting climax to 
Capt. and Mrs. Goddard's 15 
years of splendid service to the 
ship." W h e n Capt. Goddard re-
tired in October last, his place was 
taken by Capt . Hewitt, an ex-
Con way and Royal Mail officer. 
Capt. and Mrs. Hewitt, he knew, 
could be depended upon to main-
tain the very best traditions of 
their predecessors, in company 
with their principal colleague, Mr. 
Brown, the headmaster. 

The ship having been moved to 
her new moorings, it had then 
been possible to set up a shore base, 
the committee having rented on a 
long-term basis a considerable sec-
tion of Lord Anglesey's lovely 
house at Plas Newydd, "which 
had now been fitted out to accom-
modate something like 100 of the 
cadets during the first term or 
two." 

"I t was very gratifying," Sir 
John Nicholson concluded, "to re-
cord that they would start the next 
autumn with," he thought, "as 
many as 300 cadets compared with 
something under 200 in 1939. It 
was a very tremendous achieve-
ment, and it was their earnest hope 
that the ship would continue to 
produce that kind of manhood 
. . . which Britain must have if 
she was to continue on the tradi-
tional pattern. Undoubtedly the 
Conway had done that hitherto, 
and he firmly believed they had 
equipped her to do it in the future, 
and they had adapted her as best 
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they could to the rather peculiar 
circumstances of the troublous 
times in which we lived." 

At the same meeting, Lord 
Winster referred to the younger 
generation "who were sometimes 
said to be soft, weak and feeble." 
Nothing gave him "greater plea-
sure than to point out that it was 
the generation so labelled which 
fought the Battle of Britain." 

"I do not despair in the least," 
said Lord Winster, "of the young 
of our Nation, but you cannot 
build up a great nation by spoon-
feeding. . . . Great exertions are 
required of us in the future, but 
our success or our failure will, in 
the long run, depend upon the 
maintenance of that n a t i o n a l 
character which has made us the 
nation we are to-day." 

A T L A N T I C S O C C E R CUP. 
For the first time since 1930-31 

a British ship last year won the 
Atlantic Soccer Cup, the success-
ful team being from the Cunard 
liner Britannic. A team from the 
Furness Wi thy liner Queen of 
Bermuda were the runners-up. 
Twenty-six teams entered for the 
competition, representing seafarers 
of all mercantile nations. 

SAFETY C O N V E N T I O N . 
The coming into operation of 

the International Convention for 
the Safety of Life at Sea, which 
was held in London in 1948, has 
been in course of postponement 
from 1st January, 1951 (the date 
scheduled) as the necessary num-
ber of Governments have not yet 
formally ratified the Agreement, 
drawn up at the initial Conference. 
The delay is not expected to be of 
lengthy duration, but should be by 
now almost at an end, when the 
terms of the agreement will at 
once come into force. 

II 



ALIENS IN BRITISH SHIPS 
IN T H I S ARTICLE T H E GENERAL S E C R E T A R Y O F T H E N A V I G A T O R S ' A N D ENGINEER 
OFFICERS' U N I O N , P R O M P T E D BY T H E PRE SENT I N T E R N A T I O N A L T E N S I O N , P R E S E N T S 
U S W I T H A PROBLEM O F G R E A T P E R S O N A L C O N C E R N T O BRITISH N A V I G A T I N G A N D 
E N G I N E E R OFFICERS—A S I T U A T I O N T H A T C O U L D BECOME, M O R E O V E R , A G R A V E 

D A N G E R T O T H E BRITISH C O M M O N W E A L T H IN A S T A T E O F EMERGENCY. 

IN the Summer number of the 
Merchant Navy Journal, 1950, the 
General S e c r e t a r y of the 
N.E.O.U., Mr. D o u g l a s S. 
Tennant, illuminately focuses at-
tention upon the tendency of some 
British shipping companies to em-
ploy ex-enemy aliens as officers in 
their ships. 

The broad tenor of Mr. 
Tennant 's authoritative comment 
calls for serious thought and is as 
follows: 

"I t is apparent that, only some 
four years after the end of the 
Second World W a r , the problem 
of German and Japanese shipping 
competition is beginning to take 
shape again. It is, of course, im-
possible that the Allies should con-
tinue their occupation of the two 
defeated enemy countries indefi-
nitely, and, consequently, steps 
have been taken to provide—under 
adequate safeguards—the means 
whereby they can begin to become 
reasonably self-supporting. But 
another aspect of this international 
competition has recently come to 
light ,and one which is of perhaps 
even more closely a matter of per-
sonal concern to British navigating 
and engineer officers. It is the 
tendency to employ ex-enemy 
aliens as officers in British register-
ed ships and to use as an excuse 
for this practice the present acute 
shortage of junior officers, particu-
larly of junior engineer officers. 

"Personal objections to this 
practice are self-evident. But per-
sonal aspects apart, the employ-
ment 'of aliens in British ships, 
even at a time of temporary short-
age, it wrong in principle and ex-
poses not only such aliens to the 
risk of exploitation, but also pre-
sents the very grave danger that. 

in more normal times, British 
officers might find difficulty in 
securing berths in ships registered 
in their own country. The idea 
of our own officers having to face 
unemployment while aliens serve 
in executive capacities in British 
ships is certainly one which cannot 
be faced with equanimity. 

"Unfortunately, the steps which 
can be taken to check the abuse are 
very limited. Under the provisions 
of the British Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894, provided a British 
master, chief officer and chief en-
gineer are carried in a ship regis-
tered in the United Kingdom not 
habitually engaged in voyages be-
tween ports outside the United 
Kingdom, any other officers can be 
aliens. The only check in the case 
of foreign-going ships is, of course, 
that British certificates of com-
petency will have to be held by the 
second officer and second engineer 
officer if the vessel was foreign-
going. 

"In the case of British ships en-
gaged on voyages between ports 
outside the United Kingdom, how-
ever, there is no jurisdiction at all 
over the manning of British ships, 
and, as many officers will recall, it 
has been a not unknown thing 
in the past to find vessels abroad 
flying the Red Ensign in which it 
was impossible to find a single 
member of the crew who could 
even understand the English lan-
guage. Legally, this may at pre-
sent be permissible. Morally, it is 
surely completely wrong, a n d 
members may rest assured that, in 
its action to secure revision of the 
Acts concerned with seafarers 
serving in the British Merchant 
Navy, the N.E.O.U. is bearing 
this position very much in mind. 

"In one of the cases brought to 
our notice this year, three German 
assistant engineers were employed 
in a British vessel. Twice within 
a generation Britain has been en-
gaged in a bitter conflict with 
Germany. No one can even 
imagine a third such war without 
deep feeling of horror, but in the 
light of twentieth-century history 
it cannot ever be ruled out. 

"Is there then not a grave dan-
ger that ex-enemy aliens being car-
ried in British ships, the majority 
of whose crews arc British sea-
farers, may pick up items of in-
formation about tactics employed 
in the last war ,and may even gain 
valuable experience which could 
be turned against the Merchant 
Navy with damaging effect? N o 
one can possibly imagine that the 
feelings of all Germans towards 
this country are warmly grateful. 
Surely, then, it is the height of 
folly, so soon after the end of the 
war, to employ in such responsible 
positions any who might he dis-
posed in the future to turn against 
us the knowledge and experience 
so acquired." 

R N . CRUISER FORCE. 
The plan for the re-equipment 

of the R N . cruiser force is well 
under way and H.M. ships 
"Birmingham," "Newcastle," and 
"Newfoundland" are now in hand 
at the Royal Yards. The first 
phase of the conversion of the 
trials cruiser "Cumberland" is al-
most complete. The trials of ad-
vanced models of new equip-
ment which arc to be carried out 
in this ship form a vital part of 
the programme for the re-equip-
ment of the Fleet. 

I t s Navy 

MARITIME NEWS OF THE 

WORLD 
From our Correspondent* in 

L O N D O N and N E W YORK 

By • 

AIR MAIL 

DEFENCE O F O U R 
M E R C H A N T N A V Y . 

That the Board ol Admiralty is 
well aware of the need for ade-
quate defence of our Merchant 
Shipping against any potential 
enemy is vouched for by Captain 
W . H. Coombes, C.B.E., Presi-
dent of the Officers' (M.N.) Fed-
eration. "It obviously cannot be 
expected," he writes in the Merch-
ant Navy Journal, " to divulge 
what steps have been and are be-
ing taken satisfactorily to cope 
with any foreseeable menace to 
the shipping of the free nations, 
particularly as we are no longer 
the only great power charged with 
the responsibility. The Navy 
League . . . can be relied upon for 
keen vigilance and public instruc-
tion on the need for adequate 
naval strength, and the Officers' 
Federation and its constituent Or-
ganisations can equally be relied 
upon to keep in touch with the 
Admiralty and Ministry of Tran-
sport on related matters in which 
the Officers of the Merchant 
Navy are very particularly con-
cerned." 

W H A L I N G F A C T O R Y 
SHIPS. 

Norway now has the largest 
number of pelagic whaling factory 
ships among the nations. Wi th 
ten she leads Britain and Japan 
with five each, Russia with two, 
and Holland, Argentina and Chile 
with one apiece. 

F R E I G H T R A T E S C O N T I N U E 
T O RISE. 

Shipping freight rates have 
risen almost world-wide in recent 
weeks. Freight rate increases be-
tween U.K. and Australia, U.K. 
and New Zealand, Australia and 
Far Eastern ports—each, in turn, 
has been announced with almost 
monotonous regularity. And now 
a 10 per cent, increase has been 
made in rates from United States 
to Australia. T h e cable from 
America announcing the increase 
said it was due to mounting costs 
and to delays in the turn round of 
ships. The chairman of the im-
porters' section of the Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce stressed 
that cost was not so important 
these days as to divert shipping 
from America to Australia. Ships 
from - America's west coast, he 
said, were particularly scarce; an 
increase in freight rates might 
induce shipowners to send more 
ships here. Meantime, American 
products such as oregon timber, 
bulldozers, and o the r earth-mov-
ing equipment, and machine tools 
would, in Australia, almost cer-
tainly go up in price. 

O C E A N - G O I N G JEEP 
V O Y A G E R S A T " T H E R O C K " 

Lloyds reported on April 22nd 
that the amphibious jeep "Half 
Safe," in which the Australian 
engineer, Mr. Ben Carlin, and his 
American wife, Elinor, recendy 
crossed the Atlantic from Amer-
ica, had arrived at Gibraltar. The 

last report of their whereabouts 
had come from Casablanca in 
Morocco on March 16th. They 
announced then that they intend-
ed to return to the United States 
by way of England, the Middle 
East, and the Pacific Good voy-
aging to them, anyhow. 

C O N V E R S I O N O F 
" A Q U I T A N I A " T O O 

COSTLY. 
The suggestion made in the 

House of Lords last year, that the 
veteran Cunard liner "Aquitania" 
should have been used as an emi-
grant ship instead of being sent 
to the shipbreakers, elicited the 
reply that the question had beeir 
carefully considered but it had 
been found that the coat and 
time involved in converting her 
made the idea prohibitive. 

FIRE P R E C A U T I O N S 
R E M O V E SHIPS. 

Following the "Noronic" dis-
aster the Canadian Ministry' of 
Transport has greatly tightened 
up the precautions against fire, 
and several passenger vessels have 
been taken off service in conse-
quence, and possibly qiay not be 
reinstated. 

U N E R ' S M A I D E N V O Y A G E . 
A message from Rome says 

that the Lloyd Triestino Line's 
new 13,000-ton motor ship "Aus-
tralia," left Genoa, Italy, on Apt j l 
19 on her maiden voyage to Syd-
ney. The "Australia" is the com-
pany's first post-war-built ship. 

Mty, lf«| 
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MASTERS BLAMED FOR 
DISASTER. 

The U.S. Coastguard Adminis-
tration on 2nd April laid respon-
sibility for the sinking of the 
U.S. naval hospital ship "Benev-
olence" on August 26, 195C. with 
the loss of 23 lives, on the mast-
er of the "Benevolence" and the 
master of -..'« "Mary Luckenbach." 

The report on the finding 
cited the excessive speed of both 
vessels as the basic cause of the 
disaster, which occurred just out-
side the Golden Gate, San Fran-
cisco," and recommended that the 
master of the "Mary Luckenbach" 

be charged with allowing his ship 
to proceed at an unlawful speed. 
No recommendation was made by 
the Coastguard regarding the 
captain of the "Benevolence" as 
he is under naval jurisdiction. 

REVIVAL IN JAPANESE 
SHIPBUILDING. 

In a survey of shipbuilding in 
Japan since the war, issued in 
March, the Tokyo Newsagency 
says that Japanese shipyards have 
built or are building 43 ships for 
foreign countries. Japan's annual 
shipbuilding capacity at present 
is estimated at 450,000 tons. 
Post-war income in Japan from 

shipbuilding amounted to 35 
million U.S. dollars. 

BIG SHIPBUILDING 
O R D E R . 

The Royal Dutch Shell oil 
group is reported to have ordered 
31 oil tankers from British ship-
yards. This is one of the biggest 
orders ever given to the British 
shipbuilding industry Fifteen 
somewhat similar tankers are also 
to be built in Holland for the 
group. The whole programme 
totals 900,000 tons. 

N E W O R I E N T LINER. 
The Orient Line announced re-

cently that it will build a new 
28,500-ton liner for the England-
Australia run. It expects to de-
spatch the liner on its maiden 
voyage some time in 1953. 

L O N G T O W ENDS. 
The P. and O. freighter 'Pal-

ana," holed by rocks off Mackay, 
on the Queensland coast in Feb-
ruary last, reached Sydney on 
March 24 to undergo repairs. 
The 918-milc-long tow proved a 
slow and adventurous one. On 
one occasion the "Palana" and 
her tugs, among them the H.M.A. 
tug "Reserve," encountered a 50 
m.p.h. gale during which the 200-
fathom-long tow chains were in 
imminent danger of snapping. 

JAPANESE S H I P P I N G 
R E O R G A N I S E D 

Latest reports indicate that 
Japanese shipping is being reor 
ganised at a fast rate in a num-
ber of big groups. Nearly a 
dozen have been established up 
to now, of which the group 
headed by the Osaka Shosen Kais-
ya is by far the biggest. The 
group gathered round the former 
powerful combination, the Nip-
pon Yusen Kaisya, is now only 
third in size and importance. 

DEEP-WATER W H A R F 
FOR DAR-ES-SALAAM. 

The Belgian authorities are co-
operating with the British in the 
development of that fine East Af-
rican harbour, Dar-es-Salaam, 
building a third deep-water wharf 
solely for the rapidly expanding 
trade of the Belgian Congo. 

Tto Hill) 

The new 28,000-ton O r i en t linos, O ronsay , leaving the yards of liar builders at Barrow-in-Furness for 
her trials. She is the sister ship to the O r cade s . 

LINER "ORONSAY" SAVED FROM FIRE 
Following an 18-hours stren-

uous battle, works and public 
firemen, late last year, quelled a 
serious fire in the £3,000,000 
Orient liner "Oronsay", 28,000 
tons, in Vickers-Armstrong's fit-
ting-out yard. 

According to the Barrow-m-
Furness correspondent of "Fire", 
the official journal of the British 
Fire Servicc, success was achieved 
by (1) despite dangerous hazards, 
the great devotion to duty and al-
most superhuman efforts display-
ed by officers and men of the 
Vickers-Armstrong Fire Brigade, 
the Barrow-in-Furness Fire Brig-
ade, and detachments of the Lan-
cashire Fire Brigade from Dalton 
and Ulverston; and (2) the mut-
ual assistance arrangements form-

ulated by No. 1, North-West 
branch of the Chief Fire Officers" 
Association whereby Liverpool, 
Manchester and Preston are mo-
bilising centres. Eventually ten 
fire pumps and a fireboat attend-
ed. 

The fumes and heat from burn-
ing bitumen and cork were in-
tense and firemen had to be fre-
quently relieved. Men in breath-
ing apparatus often could not 
work for more than five minutes 
at a time. Moreover, the ship be-
gan to list to port, heavy benches, 
timber and iron doors slid across 
the decks with considerable vel-
ocity and an increasing element 
of danger arose. W h e n listing 
was stopped by contact with a 
150-ton crane it had reached 22J 

degrees to port. The ship was 
relieved of free water by the cut-
ting of a number t»f holes in her 
sides. 

Knowledge of the ship's struc-
ture possessed by the 42 works 
firemen was of considerable ad-
vantage, frequent reliefs were or-
ganised and eventually the fire 
was extinguished. But not until 
there were 16 casualties among the 
firefighters, two of whom spent 
several days in hospital. 

Launched on June 30, 1950, 
"Oronsay" is a sister-ship of the 
"Orcades," also built at Barrow-
in-Furness, and commissioned in 
December, 1948. The "Oronsay" 
is 708 feet long, of 22 i knots, and 
will be engaged in the Orient 
Line's Australian service. 

AIR PILOTS W A N T E D 
BY R.N. 

The Admiralty wish it to be 
known that their recent announce-
ment offering four-year engage-
ments to former Naval pilots is 
still open and has not been can-
celled by the Government's deci-
sion to re-enter a number of 
Naval Officers (including Pilots) 

May, IWI. 

for eighteen months. 
There has already been a good 

response to the invitation cover-
ing half of the existing vacancies, 
and some 90 other enquiries have 
also been received. 

The commissions will normally 
be for four years, but may extend 
for six years in some cases. Th ry 
carry the new improved rates of 

pay and flying pay and a gratuity 
will be granted at the end of the 
commission, e.g., £700 for four * 
years. The maximum age of entry 
is 33 years. 

Pilots still wishing to apply for 1 
entry under this scheme should • 
make application to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty (C .W.522), 
London, S . W . I . 



13 HOURS ON ICE-FLOE AFTER TRAGEDY 

This picture, which reached 
Sydney recently, shows the Anglo-
Scandinavian Antartic Expedition's 
ship "Norsel," blocked by ice- at 
the expedition's winter quarters at 
Maudheim 

It was taken shortly before dis-
aster struck 'he expedition. 

The man rw the left, John Jel-
bart, an AuKf -.lian doctor, the man 
in the centre, Bertil Ekstom, a 
Swedish mechanic, and a third 
man, a R.A.F. corporal, were 
drowned. 

The man on the right, Stig Hall-
gren, a Swedish photographer, was 
the only survivor of the accident. 
He tells his story in a dispatch 
which reached Sydney with the 
picture. 

He said that a snow tractor 
dropped into the sea over a 12-
foot ice barrier with himself and 
the other three men aboard. 

The icy current pulled the 
other three men under. 

" I found the snow edge of the 
barrier too porous," he said, " j n d 

I swam for about 220 yards to a 
small pack of ice and climbed on 
with the aid of my sheath knife 

"Af ter shouting for one and a 
half hours for help, I heard an an-
swering call from the barrier 

"All the time the floe was drift-
ing to and fro in the bay. 

" A couple of seals kept me com-

pany and helped me kill time." 
As the floe began to move to-

wards the sea, the expedition's 
motor boat located the floe and 
took him off. 

He had been 13 hours on the 
floe, running round it to keep his 
circulation moving, in a tempera-
ture of 12 degrees below zero. 

NEW METHODS OF FIGHTING OIL FIRES. 
Water fog and chemical foam 

each were put under an oral mi-
croscope at the (U.S.A.) Nation-
al Safety Congress and each came 
off a winner. Harvey B. Williams, 
safety director of the Pan-Ameri-
can Refining Co., rated the two 
fire-fighting methods during a 
talk before the petroleum section 
—rated them superior to any 
other method in their respective 
fields as fire fighters. 

Mr. Williams explained that 
water fog is better suited to de-
liver a knockout punch to the 
average petroleum product fire. 

f 

but because of the lack of equip-
ment at present available, it 
should not be used in fighting 
large fires such as a storage tank 
blaze. In heavyweight fires chem-
ical foam should be used, Mr. 
Williams said. 

"Foam is most effective," he 
continued, "when applied to 
burning oil that remains in con-
fined areas such as tanks, tank 
firewalls, and trenches. It can 
be applied to vertical and uneven 
surfaces where it readily adheres 
to form the required insulating 
and smothering blanket. 
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NEWS OF THE WORLD'S NAVIES 

ITALIAN ADMIRAL 
C O M M A N D S JOINT 

ANGLO-ITALIAN FLEET. 
Admiral Pecori Giraldi, one of 

Italy's wartime senior naval offi-
cers, commanded British warships 
during a recent mock battle in 
the Mediterranean. The Royal 
Navy's 5th Frigate Flotilla, based 
on Malta, look part, together with 
six Italian corvettes, in the man-
oeuvres which were aimed at pre-
venting British submarines from 
breaking through defences guard-
ing the naval base of Taranto and 
to escort a convoy across the 
Mediterranean Narrows. As flag 
officcr commanding Italy's 9th. 
Naval Division, aboard the "Vit-
torio Vcneto," the pride of Mus-
solini's navy, these were Admiral 
Giraldi's objectives in real war-
fare during the late conflict. 

ARCTIC CONVOYS. 
A supplement to the London 

Gazette issued in the latter part 
of last year, gave details of some 
of the work involved in shipping 
war materials to Russia by the 
Arctic sea route during the Sec-
ond World War . For almost the 
whole of the 2,000-mile journey 
the supply convoys were exposed 
to attack by U-boat, surface ves-
sels and aircraft, and hampered 
by the severest weather conditions 
in winter, and almost continuous 
daylight in summer. Despite it all, 
40 outward and 35 homeward 
convoys made passage during the 
period 1941-45, and materials 
worth £428 million were freight-
ed. Out of 4 million tons of sup-
plies despatched, only 300,000 
tons were lost. In carrying out 
their escort duties, the Royal 
Navy lost two cruisers, six de-
stroyers, three sloops, two frig-
ates, three corvettes, and three 
minesweepers, with 1,840 officers 
and men. Ninety merchant ves-
sels were sunk and 829 mercan-
tile officers and men lost. 

BRITISH WARSHIPS SAIL 
PERSIAN GULF. 

H.M. frigates "Flamingo" and 
"Wildgoose" paid, what the Ad-
miralty called "a routine visit" to 
Abadan in the Persian Gulf dur-
ing the strike on the South Per-
sian oilfields during March and 
April last. Reporting that Brit-
ish families were in course of be-
ing evacuated from Abadan, 
Baghdad newsagencics stated that 
the British warships were sent 
there "to safeguard British indus-
tries." 

U.S. MOTOR TORPEDO 
BOATS FOR BURMA. 

Four of ten motor torpedo boats 
presented by the U.S.A. to the 
Burmese Government arrived in 
Rangoon recently to join the 
Burma Navy. They will be used 
in anti-rebel operations along 
shallow creeks in the rice-growing 
Irrawaddy River delta. The grey 
185ft. boats, mounted fore and 
af t with 50mm. guns, will replace 
British gunboats hitherto devoted 
to this service. T h e U.S. boats 
are manned by Burmese crews 
trained in America. 

R.N. RESERVE FLEET 
LARGELY REFITTED. 

According to the Admiralty 
News Summary, energetic meas-
ures have been taken to ensure 
that the ships of the Royal Navy 
Reserve Fleet arc at their pioper 
notice for emergency, and since 
the war some 450 refits of these 
ships have been carried out, leav-
ing a comparatively small num-
ber to be dealt with. 

A WOMEN'S R.N.V.R. 
A Women's Royal Naval Vol-

unteer Reserve, organised on the 
lines of the Royal Naval Volun-
teer Reserve, will be instituted 
by the Admiralty in Britain dur-
ing 1951-52. 

DESTROYERS CONVERTED 
INTO A / S FRIGATES. 

The conversion of R.N. fleet 
destroyers into fast anti-submar-
ine frigates is being pressed for-
ward with all speed. The first 
two—"Rocket" and "Relentless" 
—were in February nearing com-
pletion, another four had been 
started, and the programme will 
expand progressively as time 
goes on. These vessels will be 
capable of dealing with any sub-
marines which a potential enemy 
is likely to be able to put to 
sea for many years, and they'rep-
resent the quickest and most ef-
fective means by which Britain's 
ocean-going anti-submarine forces 
can be built up. Supplementary 
to this work, a simpler form of 
conversion which—without the 
refinements—will give us ships 
with good anti-submarine qual-
ities more rapidly than would a 
full programme of the "Rocket" / 
"Relentless" type, is also well in 
hand. Improvements, too, will 
be made to the anti-submarine 
equipment of existing destroyers 
and frigates. Additionally, work 
is in hand to improve the per-
formance of Britain's existing 
Submarine Fleet and in certain 
underwater craft a marked in-
crease in submerged speed will be 
obtained. 

N E W N A V A L APPOINT-
MENTS. 

The Minister for the Navy 
(the Hon. Jos. Francis) announc-
ed on April 19 that Captain G. 
C. Oldham, D.S.C., A D . C . , 
R.A.N., the then commanding 
officer of H.M.A.S. "Australia," 
had been appointed Captain Sup-
erintendent, Garden Island, Syd-
ney. Mr. Francis added that Cap-
tain Oldham would be succeeded 
in the command of H . M . A S . 
"Australia" by Captain J. C . 
Morrow, D.S.O.; D.S.C., R.A.N., 
recently Australian Naval Attache 
in Washington, U.S .A. 



R.N. SHIPS IN KOREA. 
In an explanatory statement is-

sued in conjunction with the 
British Estimates the First Lord 
of the Admiral(y. Viscount Hall, 
says that since hostilities began 
in Korea the following ships of 
the Royal Navy had taken part 
in United Nations operations: 4 
cruisers, 2 aircraft carriers, 7 de-
stroyers. 7 frigates, 1 aircraft 
maintenance carrier, 2 hcadquart 
crs ships and a number of sup-
porting ships, including the hos-
pital ship "Maine." 

SUBMARINE JUBILEE. 
The British Broadcasting Home 

Service presented a one-hour fea-
] ture entitled "Submarine Jubilee" 

on February 2nd in honour of the 
first 50 years of the British Sub-
marine Service. The programme 
was written by Malcolm Baker-
Smith with the co-operation of 
Flag Officer Submarinesf Rear 
Admiral S. M. Raw, C.B.E.) and 
many submariners. Mr. Baker 
Smith, who also produced the fea-
ture, is an ex-RN.V.R. Officer. 
It was on November 2nd, 1901, 
that the first British submarine 
was launched. It was known as 
Holland No. 1. 

A D M I R A L T Y A W A R D E D 
SALVAGE EXPENSES. 

The Maltese Court awarded the 
Board of Admiralty £36,000 sal-
vage and £8,240 for expenses and 
damage sustained in salving the 
Ben Line steamer "Benledi" when 
she caught fire at Malta in Feb-
ruary last. 

RIVER T H A M E S 
EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

The Board of Admiralty has 
revived the River Thames Emer-
gency Service, established during 
World W a r 2, as part of the Civil 
Defence plans. 

A N A V A L O C C A S I O N . 
An example of fine initiative 

was given by the R.N. to accom-
modate visitors to the launch last 
year at Merseyside of the new 

j carrier "Ark Ro?al." This was 
the employment of another large 
airdraft carrier, H.M.S. "Illus-

b 

trious," as a "floating grand-
stand." Among the many guests 
invited by the Admiralty to make 
use of this novel platform were 
all the masters of British ships 
then in port. Liter, at the sug-
gestion of the local representative 
of the N.E.O.U., himself a hold-
er of a First Class Board of Trade 
certificate, twenty invitations for 
M N. chief engineer officers were 
issued. As time was short, the 
arrangements for the selection of 
suitable recipients had to be im-
provised, but all twenty invita-
tions .were taken up. There is no 
doubt at all that this official re-
cognition of the engine room de-
partment has been received with 
gratification and as a well-merited 
tribute to the professional Stand-
ing of engineer officers in the 
British Mercantile Marine. By 
the same token, the recognition 
should also serve actively to main-
tain the dignity and prestige of 
engineer officers in regard to all 
such functions, and those of a 
like nature, in the future. 

ROYAL N A V A L SPECIAL 
RESERVE. 

It is announced in the Admir-
alty News Summary that the Roy-
al Naval Special Reserve, in 
which Britain's National Service 
men who do not join the volun-
tary reserve are entered for their 
part-time service, will commence 
their training in January, 1952. 
It is expected this reserve will 
reach a bearing of approximately 
8,000 during 1951-52. 

Y O U T H S C A N BEGIN 
T R A I N I N G W H E N 17. 

The Minister for the Army and 
Navy (the Hon. Jos. Francis) an-
nounced on 29th March that 
youths who would become liable 
to train in the armed services un-
der the National Service Act 
could, on reaching the age of 17, 
apply to the National Service 
Registrar to be registered for 
training ther) instead of waiting 
until they were aged 18 years. 
If the Registrar was satisfied that 
there was sufficient cause for any 
application he could register the 

applicant. It was expected, how 
ever, that any such applicant 
would be about 17J before he was 
called up. Mr. Francis also cor-
rected an unofficial statement 
made in Sydney recently that 
students and apprentices would be 
exempt from national service 
training. He said that the only 
persons exempt were those who 
were mentaly or physically unfit 
and those who were theological 
students, ministers of religion or 
members of religious orders. 
Conscientious objectors were ex-
empt from combatant service but 
might be required to train in non-
combatant units. Students and 
apprentices, as well as youths who 
could state c o m p a s s i o n a t e 
grounds, seasonal occupations and 
similar reasons, could apply for 
deferrment of their training, but 
they would not b j exempted. All 
eases of deferrment would be re 
viewed annually. 

I N D I A N N A V A L EXERCISES. 

Lancaster aircraft of the R.A.F. 
Coastal Command, operating from 
Ceylon, and the cruiser "Mauri-
tius," of the British East Indies 
Squadron, took part in the In-
dian Naval Squadron's annual 
exercises off the Indian west 
coast. The Indian Squadron re-
turned to Bombay in the first 
week of March. 

ROYAL N A V Y SEA-AIR 
EXERCISES. 

Routine sea and air exercises 
were held by the R.N. in the 
North-Western Approaches be-
tween North-West Ireland and 
the West of Scotland in mid-Feb-
ruary. The exercises were con-
ducted from the Joint Anti-Sub-
marine School, Londonderry, and 
forces taking part were the de-
stroyers "Crispin" and "Creole," 
the frigates "Loch Vcyatie," 
"Loch Tralaig," and "Loch 
Fada," the depot ship of the third 
submarine flotilla H.M.S. "Mont-, 
clare," and three submarines, to-
gether with aircraft from the 
R.N. Air Stations at Eglinton and 
Ballykelly, Northern Ireland. 

Ik* NOT* 

C A P T A I N O R MISTER. 
In his "Command Notes," a 

regular feature of the "Merchant 
Naval Journal," Mr. Alfred Wil-
son, the General Secretary of the 
Mercantile Marine Servicc Asso-
ciation, has something to say on 
the necessity to preserve the en-
titlement of "Captain" customar-
ily applied to shipmasters in the 
Merchant Navy. Mr. Wilson 
writes: 

" A n unfortunate tendency has 
recently been noted in some sec-
tions of the Press to refer to ship-
masters individually as "Mr . " so-
and-so. Whether this is due to a 
meticulous urge for accuracy or 
simply a mistake is not quite clear, 
but it is one which masters will 
regret. 

"Actually, the prefix of 'Cap-
tain' is a courtesy title applied, as 
far as the Merchant Navy is con-
cerned, to those who are in com-
mand of a ship. There is no en-
titlement to it save that of estab-
lished practice and custom. At 
varying intervals in the past the 
masters' and officers' representa-
tives have endeavoured to get the 
tide authorised as, it is under-
stood, the Elder Brethren have 
done by an order of His Majesty 
in Council, but the strenuous ef-
forts made have not borne fruit. 

"Nevertheless, the title of 'Cap-
tain' is universally applied by sea-
farers to all shipmasters when des-
ignating them by name. Whils t 
landsmen may think the title, un-
der these conditions, of little sub-
stantive value, the fact remains 
that it does play an important part 
in preserving discipline through 
the prestige it gives the bearer. 

"Maintaining discipline at sea 
must always be a precarious job, 
depending above all ' upon the 
master's own personality, and any 
practice or custom that helps to 
make the job easier must be de-
fended. To call the master of a 
ship 'Mr. ' so-and-so implies no 
rank distinction and whilst there 
may be a good deal to be said for 
a classless society, this is quite 
a different thing from rank dis-
tinction on boatd ship. 
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PHYSICAL A N D 
BIOLOGICAL 
O C E A N O G R A P H Y . 

The National Occanographic 
Council, recently granted a Royal 
Charter of Incorporation by His 
Majesty the King, met at the In 
stitution of Civil Engineers, Lon 
don, under the chairmanship of 
the Civil Lord of the Admiralty, 
Mr Walter J. Edwards, DL. . 
M P , early in February. 

The Council consists of thirty 
members representative of Gov 
emmer.t departments, the learned 
societies, the Universities of the 
United Kingdom, and other or-
ganisations interested in physical 
and biological oceanography and 
in the science or branches of 
knowledge connected therewith. 
Among these members arc reprc 
scntatives of the Governments of 
Australia, New Zealand, and 
Ceylon, which arc giving gener-
ous financial support. 

The purpose of the Council is 
the advancement of the science of 
oceanography in all its aspects. 
It is the governing bosy of the 
National Institute of Oceano-
graphy which was founded in 
1949 to take over the work of the 
occanographical group at the Ad-
miralty Research Laboratory, Ted-
dington, and the work of the 
"Discovery" and "William Scores-
by". The "Discovery Investiga-
tions" before the war achieved an 
international reputation from their 
work on oceanography in the Ant 
arctic, and particularly in connec-
tion with the study of whales. 

"The Council confirmed the ap-
pointments of Dr. G. E. R. 
Deacon, D.Sc., F.R.S., and Cap-
tain (S) R. H. G. Franklin, R.N., 
as Director and Secretary, respec-
tively, of the National Institute 
of Oceanography. Captain Frank-
lin was also appointed Secretary 
of the Council and Mr. R. C. 
Dinnie, of the Admiralty, Assist-
ant Secretary of the Council. An 
Executive Committee, consisting 
of twelve members under the 
chairmanship of Mr. W . J. R. 
Cook, C.B., M.Sc., Chief of the 
Royal Naval Scientific Service, 

n Ika N a n 

was appointed to carry out the 
administration and management 
of the affairs of the Council gen-
erally. 

The Annual Report of the Na-
tional Institute of Oceanography, 
published by the Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, was received by 
Cooncil. 

I ) CREAMERY 

BUTTER 
NORCO buHir it Hm 
choicest of cr*o«i«ry 
bwttif ffow Hw rich 
North b a i l of N.S.W. 
NORCO « • Mm. to 
bo cooMoat •>••» I 
— — ^ m | L h . L - . L ^ o . 

no ma nut iwi ovvn 
held high in public 
half a century. 

NORCO 

CHAS. E. BLANKS PTY. LTD. 
15 CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY 

Specialising in Theatre Advertising and Production of 
Advertising, Documentary and Featurette Films. 

Our Disc Recording Studio caters for reproduction of 
Vocal, Instrumental and Personal messages. 

Special reduction to Students. 

Ring for information—BW 8540, B W 8787. 

FOR ALL . . . 

BOAT & YACHT GEAR 

BROOMFIELDS LTD. 
All Quotations aHandad to immadiataly 

Phone: BX 5801 

BROOMFIELDS LTD., IS2 SUSSEX ST. (near King St.), SYDNEY 

Comwell's Extract of Malt—the economical tonic food provides 
essential body building and energy creating vitamins which 
fortify growing children against sickness and build them 

strongly for future years. 

C O R N W E L L ' S 

Q f a a d t o t -

N A T U R E ' S T O N I C FOOD FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
i T 
t YOUNG 

PROTECT 

YOUR 

CHILDREN 

May, l»5l-



C o n c r e t e and water were thrown into the air when U.S. N a v y Skyraider bomber s f rom the aircraft-carrier Princeton hit the 
H w a c h o n reservoir, Korea, with torpedoes. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

" T h e Kon-Tiki Expedition," By 
Thor Heyerdahl. — Allan and 
Unwin, London. 
Few ocean-going ventures of re-

cent times have aroused greater 
public interest than the Kon-Tiki 
scientific expedition in the Pacific. 

I Challenged to prove his theory 
that the South Sea islands were 
first settled in primitive times by 

; people from the west coasts of 
South America, the author and 
his five colleagues set sail from 
Callao, Peru, on a balsa-wood raft 
they had built themselves. The 
voyage was to last three months, 

j ending when they stranded on 

the Raroia Reef after having cov-
ered 4,300 miles with the aid of 
currents and a single square-sail. 

It was a fascinating journey, 
filled with unusual interests and 
of particular value to those inter-
ested in ethnology and biology. 
The book drifts along eventfully 
like the raft , and in the following 
quotation we find the key to the 
particular interests which the av-
erage seafarer will have in Hyer-
dahl's pages. 

"The sea contains mafiy sur-
prises for him who has his -floor 
on a level with the surface, and 
drifts along slowly and noiselessly. 
A sportsman who breaks his way 
through the woods may come 
back and say that no wild life 

is to be seen. Another may sit 
down on a stump and wait, and 
often rustlings and cracklings 
will begin, and curious eyes peer 
out. So it is on the sea too." 

"Rope Splicing," by P. W . 
Blandford.—Brown, Son and 
Ferguson, London. 
A collection, eminently success-

ful, of all the different kinds of 
known rope splices. The illustra-
tions of the separate formation 
stages of each splice arc unusually 
clear, and the accompanying text 
has that clarity which leads to an 
easy understanding not only of 
the making of each particular 
splice, but also of the particular 
uses to which each may be put. 

Tk* NOT* 

J O I N T C O A S T A L 
EXERCISES U N D E R N O R T H 

A T L A N T I C TREATY. 

The Royal Navy and Danish 
Naval Forces co-operated in tac-
tical exercises for fast patrol boats 
operating from a coastal forces 
mobile unit base set up on the 
East Coast of Britain in Febru-
ary. The exercise, under the aus-
pices of the North Atlantic Or-
ganisation, was witnessed by ob-
servers of the Netherlands and 
Norwegian Navies. A similar 
exercise took place in June, 1950, 
from the Netherlands Naval Base 
at Den Helder. The forces tak-
ing part included six British Fast 
Patrol Boats, the R.N. destroyer 
"Blcasdale," of the Norc Flo-
tilla, the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
fuel ship "Airspitc," units of 
Coastal Command, Royal Air 
Force, and two Danish motor tor-
pedo boats. The mobile base was 
set up at the Royal Air Force 
Station at. Felixstowe under the 
command of Lieutenant - Com-
mander R. A. VV. Pool, D.S.C., 
R.N., with the assistance of the 
Army, who provide transport and 
drivers from H.Q. Southern Com-
mand. Officers and men of the 
mobile unit were under canvas. 

RELIEF SHIP FOR 
A N T A R C T I C EXPEDITION. 

The 5,000-ton Australian-built 
ship "River Fitzroy" left early in 
May for Macquarie Island, with 
supplies and a relief party for the 
Antarctic Expedition in quarters 
there. The "River Fitzroy" was 
selected by the Naval Board to 
replace the L.S.T. H.M.A.S. 
"Labuan" as no other vessel was 
available. The "Labuan", it will 
be recalled, broke down when 
returning from the Antarctic in 
January, and was towed into 
Gage Roads, Fremantlc. A cargo 
of iron ore, loaded at Whyalla 
for the Newcastle steelworks, is 
being carried by the "River Fitz-
roy" as ballast. 
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BRITAIN'S ROYAL FLEET RESERVE 
T H I S S T A T E M E N T , ISSUED BY T H E " A D M I R A L T Y N E W S S U M M A R Y " , C O N V E Y S T H E 
SEA LORDS' MESSAGE T O M E N RECALLED FOR SERVICE IN T H E ROYAL FLEET 
RESERVE. 

Royal Fleet Reserve ratings who 
wish to put their names down for 
early call-up should notify the 
Commodores of their depots, the 
Admiralty stated on February 
15th The response was immedi-
ate. In a short time a number of 
British ratings had already written 
to the Commodores at Ports-
mouth, Plymouth, Chatham, and 
Lec-on-Solent expressing their 
willingness to undertake further 
service if required. 

Towards the end of February 
notices of recall were issued by 
the Board of Admiralty to men in 
the Royal Fleet Reserve and with 
each went a letter from their 
Lordships in the following terms: 

"The Royal Navy, as every 
man who has served in it is proud 
to remember, has never failed to 
meet the tasks required of it by 
His Majesty's Government. 

"Sincc the end of the last war 
the size of the Navy has been pro-
gressively reduced, and the man-
ning standards of the Fleet were 
reduced to the barest minimum. 
This was acceptable only so long 
as the international situation re-
mained stable, and the safety of 
our own country and our friends 
were reasonably assured. 

"More ships and aircraft must 
be commissioned, the state of 
readiness of ships in the Reserve 
Fleet must be advanced, and 
other items, such as seaward de-
fences, stores and equipment, 
must be overhauled to a higher 
degree of efficiency. 

"This means a sudden expan-
sion of our manpower require-
ments and the requirements are 
for trained and experienced per-
sonnel. This training and exper-
ience is only to be found in the 
Fleet and the Reserves, and the 
total numbers of additional men 
required must be m t t from these 
two sources. 

"The result is that 6,000 men 
are being called up from the 
R F.R., and active service men 
arc being retained after the expiry 
of their engagement. 

"The selection of the 6,000 re-
servists is being made only after 
a careful survey of the skills and 
experience required, the deficien-
cies of the various branches and 
the qualifications of those who 
are prepared to he callixl up early. 
To select 6,000 men for actual 
servicc on any other basis would 

not solve the urgent manning 
problems of the Navy, but would 
only create new ones. 

"As a Reservist you are being 
called up because the Servicc 
necds to make immediate use of 
your training and experience. 
The Admiralty is confident that 
you canberelied upon to accept 
the inconveniences involved, and 
to play your part in assisting the 
Navy to reach that state of pre-
paredness which is calK-d for in 
these difficult times." 

THIS IS NO TRICK PICTURE 
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MORE NEW CADETS FOR NAVAL COLLEGE 
A F U R T H E R B A T C H O F BOYS FROM ALL T H E M A I N L A N D S T A T E S O F T H E C O M M O N -

W E A L T H H A V E BEEN SELECTED FOR T R A I N I N G A T T H E ROYAL A U S T R A L I A N N A V A L 

COLLEGE. 

O N the 20th March a further 
selection of boys joined the 
R A . N . C . , Flinders Naval Depot 
(Victoria), to undergo a two 
years' course at the College as a 
first step in their careers as per-
manent officers of the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy. They would supple-
ment the normal thirteen years old 
entry under which boys stayed at 
the College for four years. 

In announcing this on the Hth 
March the then Minister for the 
Navy (Hon. Jos. Francis) said that 
there had been a good response to 
this new entry into the Royal 
Australian Navy and he was cer-
tain that when this opportunity 
for a career as a naval officer 
became more widely known it 
would attract many more boys. 

Mr. Francis explained that the 
intermediate entry was open to 
boys aged between 15 and 16 
years, with an educational qualifi-
cation equivalent to the possession 
of the Victorian Intermediate stan-
dard. 

Af te r completing the two year 
course at the Royal Naval College 
they will go to the United King-
dom as cadet-midshipmen for 
training in a Royal Navy cruiser 
and at naval establishments in 
Britain. On completion of three 
and a half years training abroad 
they will return to Australia as 
sub-lieutenants. 

Four of the boys had been 
awarded special cadetships. The 
special cadetships are provided for 
hoys who are sons of persons who 
had been on active service abroad 
in the Royal Australian Navy or 
in an Expeditionary Force raised 
under the provisions of the Com-
monwealth Defence Act, including 
forces sent by the respective States 
of the Commonwealth to the South 
African W a r . 

SPECIAL CADETSHIPS. 
CRAIG, George Richard, West ' 

Brunswick, Vic., University High 
School, Vic ; FALLOON, John 
Ruthvcn, Williamstown, Victoria, 
Christian Brothers' College, East 
Melbourne, Vic.; McKENZIE, 
James Alexander, Haberfield, New 
South Wales, Homebush Boys' 
High School, N.S.W.; TILLY, 
Graeme John, Cottcsloc,- W.A. , 
Perth Modern School, W . A . 

ORDINARY CADETSHIPS. 
Queensland. 

BAMBRICK, Barnabas Ray-
mond, Nambour, Qld., Nambour 
State High School, Queensland; 
SEABORN, Rodney Hugh, Coor 
paroo, Qld., Brisbane Church of 
England Grammar School, Qld. 
New South Wales. 

BARRELL, Robert Stanley, 
Scone, N.S.W., Maitland Boys' 
High School, N.S .W.; BETTS, 
Lynn Frederick, Mascot, N.S.W., 
Homebush Boys' High School, 
N.S .W.; D R I N K W A T E R , John 
Clifford, Waratah, N.S.W., New 
castle Boys' High School, N.S .W.; 
LOUER, Neil Kent, Lindfield, 
N.S.W., North Sydney Boys-
High School, N.S .W. ; MOORE, 
Graham Linsley G iff ord, East-
wood, N.S.W., Sydney Technical 
High School, New South Wale?; 
S W A N S O N , Robert John Millar, 
Rozelle, N.S .W.; Fort Street, 
Boys' High School, N .S .W. 

Victoria. 

BASSETT, William Garry, 
Brighton, Vic., Caulfield Techni-
cal School, Vic.; CAMPBELL, 
Peter Douglas, Melbourne, Vic., 
University High School, Vic.; 
C O U R T I E R , Sidney Brian Ernest, 
Highett, Vic., Brighton Grammar 
School, Vic.; G O O D W I N , John 

Arthur, South Caulfield, Vic., 
Caulfield Grammar School, Vic.; 
H O R W O O D , John Selwyn, Gar-
denvale, Vic., Brighton Grammar 
School, Vic.: MILLETT, John 
Matthew Edward, Bairnsdale, Vic., 
Albury Grammar School, N.S .W. ; 
McA LISTER, J o h n Browne, 
Esscndon, Vic., Scotch College, 
Vic.; NICHOLLS, Ian George, 
Balwyn, Vic., Wesley College, 
Vic.; T O R R E N S - W I T H E R O W , 
Ronald William, Castlemaine, 
Victoria, Castlemaine Technical 
School, Vic. 
South Aujtralia. 

HUGHES, Owen John, North 
Plympton, S.A., Adelaide High 
School, S.A.; P A T T E N , Colin 
Richard Uoyd, Medindie, S.A., 
Prince Alfred College, S.A. 

Western Australia. 
BLACKMAN, Peter Volney, 

West Perth, W.A. , Hale School, 
W . A . ; W I N T E R , William Ernest, 
Wes t Perth, W.A. , Perth Boys' 
High School, W . A . 

H A M B U R G H A R B O U R 
N E A R L Y CLEAR 

O F W R E C K S . 

By the end of 1950 only three 
wrecks were left in Hamburg Har-
bour out of nearly 3,000 at the 
end of the war, and the fairway is 
now entirely dear. 
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THE "TREVASSA " TROPHY 
Few stories of the sea has elicited 

so much interest, both at the time 
of its occurrence and since, than 
the classic boat voyages of the 
"Trevassa." 

In June, 1923, the Trevassa, 
.when bound from Australia to the 
United Kingdom, foundered about 
1,200 miles to the west of Fre-
mantlc. Two of her boats got 
away, one under the command 
of the captain, the other with the 
chief officer in charge. 

The captain made for Rodriquez 
Island, 1,556 miles distant, which 
was covered in 23 days from the 
time of abandoning ship. The 
chief officer, in turn, headed for 
Mauritius, where he landed after 
sailing 1,747 miles in 25 days. 

These two boat journeys were, 
at the time, believed to be the 
longest made since Captain Bligh 
of the Bounty performed his fam-
ous voyage of three and a half 
thousand miles from the Tonga-
taboo islands to Timor in 47 days. 

The seamanship displayed by the 
Trcvassa's master, officers and 
crew so caught the imagination of 
Mr. E. Cock, Chief Manager of 
the Hong Kong and Whampoa 
Dock Company, and then Com-

modore of the Royal Hong 
Kong Yacht Club, that he pre-
sented to the Club a silver 
model of the captain's lifeboat, 
complete with sails, rigging and 
oars, as a memorial of the achiev-
ment and as a trophy to be raced 
for each year by the merchant 
ships in Hong Kong. Standard 
lifeboats only, as fitted in merchant 
ships, were allowed to enter, and 
in the course of the race both sails 
and oars could be used to propel 
them along the 3$ mile long con-
test from Channel Rocks, round 
the Kowloon Rock, and across the 
harbour to the Club's finishing 
line. 

Every year, and sometimes twice 
a year since then (except, of course, 
during the war) the Trevassa 
Trophy Race has taken place, un-
der the auspices of the Royal Hong 
Kong Yacht Club. It is hoped that 
each year will see an increasing 
interest in the race and that boat 
crews from ships of all flags will 
take part. The organisers have also 
recently introduced the presenta-
tion of a suitably inscribed shield 
to each winning crew as the trophy 
itself has to remain with the ship's 
agents. 

S O V I E T W A R S H I P S 
R E P O R T E D A T S H A N G H A I . 

Press reports from the National-
ist Government Newsagency at 
Taipeh, Formosa, indicate that nine 
Soviet gunboats and three landing 
ships reached Shanghai on or about 
the 10th of May. It was stated 
that the vessels had come from 
Port Arthur and Dairen, the Sov-
iet ports on the Pacific coast. 

A N E W R O A D BY L O N D O N 
RIVER. 

The London County Council 
has approved of a plan to drive 
a broad road between the Tower 
Bridge and the Surrey Commer-
cial Docks, although it will mean 
the demolition of a large number 
of small houses. 
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F E W M I N U T E S . . . C t e B W \\d*S 
B C S C U E D T W O D A Y S LATH IS /y 

' 4 > J P B E S e N T - QAY C O M PUT-
A n o N S , » e A n « \ i A S 4 S O i f . 

L O N G . W I T H A B E A M O F T O / t . A N D 
w a s -45,4. h i g h . D i s p l a c e m e n t 
W A S -42|4'3 - IONS . »T V A S O B U J N C , 
WITH S I O P I N C Boo i r FLAT BOTTOM^y 

„ E a s t I k j o i a - m e n ' o f A ^ 
I7& CENTUgf WE BE KEPT DtAVN 

STWICruY TO 1QO -TONS . .SEASON 
b s i n g t h a t s h i p s o f s o o t o n s 
w s i a e c o m p e l l e d b y l a w t o 
CAGEY A CHAP1AIN . 

visage! 
Y>^»ULL-!aiGCeDSHIP fOCKTuentCE 1769 IONS 

W r t M C A S E O I L < S m / L l M E F B O M U S A T S J M W I . 
S T R U C K A B S W T H E C O S . W , Afraa 
B A J T U N C W I T H L E A K S F O B A M O N T H , ABAMQONGD H e w O f F G U A M O N M A B C H I . I 8 S 6 . 

CoEM-LBSS.BUT STILL UMDEB SAIL.3MB 
C O N T I N U E D TO TRAVEL. M A N Y SHIFtS,INCU*5<MC 
Ok G e e m a n w a b s h i p 'eeee" p a s s e d w i t h o u t 
•SEEING AWYTH INC W R O N G / RJOCTC TEGRACC ' 
EVENTUALLY PILED UP AT TABA\W\.GlLBEOr Is 
HAWING SAILED ST H E R S E L F W O O w S s " 
^MOOUCH BBEF-STUDDGD SEAS 
• J F I V H m o n t h s „ 



EX-NAVAL 
Association 

M m - h - C t M 

MEN'S 
of Austral ia 

Hit Ma/««ty T». Kla« 

Federal Council 

The Tasmanian Executive re-
ported to the State's Annual 
General Meeting, which was held 
at Hobart during last February, 
that it would do all within its 
power to assist in the creation of 
a Navy League Sea Cadet Corps. 
State branches of the Association 
have indicated their willingness to 
help form the first unit and will 
endeavour to provide some of the 
necessary instructors. 

The Hon. the Minister for Im-
migration has acknowledged re-
ceipt of Federal Council's letter 
offering support for the present 
policy of immigration. Mr. Holt 
thanked both this and other ex-

Scrvice bodies for defining their 
attitude of the recent criticism re-
garding entry of Western Euro-
peans as New Australians. 

Federal Council is pleased to see 
so many of His Majesty's Dominion 
Naval Ships visiting Australian 
ports during the current Jubilee 
celebrations. It is to be hoped 
that reciprocal visits will be made 
to other parts of the Empire by 
representative ships of the Royal 
Australian Navy; if this can be 
achieved, it will assist to draw into 
the Service a much greater number 
of new recruits. 

Deep concern is being expressed 
in the Association's meetings at 
the recent press reports regarding 

the recommendation for an Ameri-
can Admiral to be chosen to lead 
the Royal Navy. W h a t must our 
former Naval leaders think of this 
proposal? 

Mr. J. H. Gilliman, Hon. Secre-
tary of Papua Section, arrived in 
Sydney on leave last month and 
called on the Federal Secretary to 
report the progress being made by 
the Association officers in Port 
Moresby. 

The Trustees of the Services 
Canteens Trust Fund have sent 
copies of the 1949-1950 Balance 
Sheet and Annual Report to the 
Federal Council which will furnish 
a copy to each State Secretary. 

G.W.S. 

Z I N C 
Without this essential metal there would be 

NO GALVANIZED PRODUCTS a id 
NO BRASS. 

Z I N C it alio used extensively in lead-free PAINTS and in M E CAST ING and is a basic require-
ment (or many industries. 

High-grade Z I N C is produced in Australia, using zinc concentrate from Broken Hil, N.S.W.. and 
from Rosebery, Tasmania, and electric power generated by the Hydro-Sectric Commit jion of 
Tasmania. 

Sole AustraBen producers 

ELECTROLYTIC ZINC COY. of AUSTRALASIA Ltd. 
Hood 0«ce — 3*0 COLLINS STRICT, MELBOURNE 

Works — R1SDON, TASMANIA * 

s 

AUSTRALIAN SEA CADET CORPS 

The main news of this quarter 
is ccntrcd around the visit of the 
Canadian Cruiser " On ta r io" , 
which was made in response to an 
invitation of the Commonwealth 
Government as part of the Jubilee 
Celebrations marking our fiftieth 
year of Federation. This visit 
was of special significance to the 
Australian Sea Cadets, as aboard 
the "Ontar io" was a party of 
Senior Royal Canadian Sea Cadets 
who were fortunate enough to be 
selected to represent each provi-
dence of Canada. The passage 
and victualling was supplied to 
the Cadets by the Royal Canad-
ian Navy and the uniforms and 
pockct money by the Royal Can-
adian Sea Cadet Corps. 

Cadets f rom all local Units 
formed a Guard of Honour for 
the Lieut. Governor at the unveil-
ing the memorial at Cabarita on 
9th May. The Lt. Governor re-
marked on the fine appearance of 
the Cadets. 

T.S. "Sydney". 

Members of the "Sydney" 
Training Depot were particularly 
pleased to welcome the Royal 
Canadian Sea Cadets, with the 
happy memories of the wonder-
ful welcome and good time they 
had during the visit of represent-
atives to Canada for the Empire 
Camp held there in 1949 still fresh 
in their minds they went all out 
to make the stay of the Cadets a 
pleasant and instructive one. 

The Divisional Senior Officer, 
S. C. Commander L. E. Forsythe, 
S.S.D., who was in charge of the 
party of Australian Sea Cadets 
who visited Canada, arranged a 
heavy programme of visits and en-
tertainment for the Canadians. A 
visit to Sea Cadet Divisional 
Headquarters, Snapper Island, 
was an eye-opener for the Canad-
ians. They said that with all their 
organisation they have nothing 
like Snapper Island in Canada. 

(N.S.W. DIVISION). 

They sailed from Australia with 
very happy memories and full of 
prais^ for the Sea Cadet Corps 
in Australia. 

"Sydney" Training Depot is 
still "showing" the way in the 
sailing races. The continual 
"winning" of these races, will 
create keen rivalry with all en-
trants thinking out ideas of how 
to run the " fox" to earth, so we 
can expect some ingenious inven-
tions. 

T.S. "Australia". 
Repairs are being carried out 

by the personnel of this Unit. 
Camps are being held on board 
and proving successful. By hold-
ing these camps on board Units 
find they arc able to cope with 
the instructional programme, and 
at the same time maintenance of 
the premises is practicable with-
out interfering with the syllabus. 

T 5 . "Wan-ego". 
"Warrego" is still enjoying the 

services of Mr. Tetley, who has 
made a great difference to the 
premises and is fast becoming 
"Nautical." 

T.S. "Sinus"-
The Divisional Executive Offi-

cer visited "Sirius" on Saturday, 
21st April and lectured the Cadets 
on general subjects. Acting 
Leading Seaman Moon was con-
firmed in rating after examination 
at Divisional Headquarters. "Sir-
ius" Local Committee is on the 
job looking after the welfare of 
t h e Unit. 

T.S. "Beatty". 
"Beatty" still continues to in-

crease its membership. N o w the 
Unit has collected its quota of 
training equipment, the Cadets 
should become very efficient. 
"Beatty" is fortunate in having 
the services of very keen and effi-
cient instructors to help them-
along. 

T.S. "Beatty"—On Sunday, 
6th May, 1951, 3 Officers, 2 
C.P.O.'s, 42 Sea Cadets and 12 
Junior Navy League Cadets led 
the procession (which was the 
prelude to the re-enactment cere-
mony) from the Prince* High-
way to Corrimal Beach. 

Before the "Orat ion" the Cad-
ets formed a Guard of Honour 
and were inspected by the Deputy 
Mayor and his wife (Aid. and 
Mrs. Brandon). 

T.S. "Per th" . 
"Pe r th" is progressing in 

strength and quality of Cadets. 
The Unit has a very good pub-
licity set up in the form of Miss 
Cousins, a member of the Unit 's 
Local Committee, who has been 
with the Unit for many years. 
On Saturday, 27th April the 
Quarterdeck of T.S. "Per th" was 
the scene of a very fine memorial 
service for the " A N Z A C S " 
whose deeds and sacrifices are so 
well known throughout the world. 
The Commanding Officer, Offi-
cers, and S;a Cadets also paid 
tribute to the memory of gallant 
Commander Blackburn, D.S.O., 
and the Ship's Company of the 
ill-fated H.M. Submarine "Af -
f ray" of the Royal Navy. In the 
absence of "Per th ' s" Hon. Chap-
lain, the Rev. A. E. Begbie, the 
service was conducted by the Rev. 
D. W . Robinson, B.A., who gave 
a very impressive address on the 
glorious deeds of the Navy, 
Army and Air Force, particularly 
those who gave their lives in the 
19I4-I9I8 and 1939-1945 waj*. 
As we stood attentively listening 
to the address we could hear the 
gentle murmur of the sea as the 
tide came in and covered the 
rocks near T.S. "Pe r th" it seem-
ed to carry a message to the 
youthful Sea Cadets, a message 
which seemed to say "Lest W e 
Forget" those brave men. Re-
member boys, the tradition of ' 
" A N Z A C S " and our glorious 
dead is your proud heritage. 



Th * future of tteam for marine purposes 
it mot by the latest Babcock develop-
montt, which, in turn, aro backed by 
ovor 50 years' sea experience A t sea. 
at on land, time has proved the service 
of Bebcock Boiler Plant 

B 4 B C O C K & W I L C O X 
O F A U S T R A L I A P T Y . L I M I T E D 

ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS 

Head Office & Works . Regen t s Park. N . S . N . 
trench Offices and Agencies in all States. 

MINE SINKINGS. 

During the four-year period 
from the beginning of 1946 to the 
end of 1949, 93 vessels were sunk 
by mines, and another 31 damaged, 
according to statistics compiled by 
the American Merchant Marine 
Institute. The Institute's statistics 
show the casualities in three areas 
—European waters, the Mediter-
ranean and t h e n a r East. It details 
78 vessels as sunk or damaged in 
European waters during the four-
year period, the worst year being 
1947 when 27 ships in those waters 
were mined. In the Mediterran-
ean, there were 13 casualties in 
1946, 8 in 1947, 7 in 1948, and 
one in the first ten months of the 
year 1949. The Far Eastern waters 
were the least affected, with only 
14 vessels sunk or damaged over 
the entire period. In 1946, 6 ships 
went down after striking mines, 
and one vessel was damaged. 

M A O R I S CELEBRATE 
A R R I V A L IN N.Z. 

[ ORDER FORM J 
To " T H E N A V Y , " 

R O Y A L E X C H A N G E 

B U I L D I N G , 

B R I D G E S T . , S Y D N E Y . 

e 
Please register my subscrip-
tion to "The Navy." The 
rate is 12/6 per 12 issues 
post free in the British 
Empire. I send Postal No te / 
Cheque/Money Order for 

issues. 

(Add exchange wherr 
applicable) 

Commencing from: 

Name... 

Address. 

Date. 

The Maoris recently held great 
celebrations in New Zealand to 
mark the sixth centenary of their 
ancestors arrival in that country 
in nine large canoes. The Maoris, 
of course, are Polynesians, and they 
have a tradition that their ancestors 
migrated from the island of Haw-
aiki, which has been identified with 
Hawaii. Wi th -a language that is 
rich and sonorous, well adapted for 
poetical expression, and being 
passionately attached to music and 
song, the Maoris' make their cele-
brations memorable events. 

R E T U R N T O TALLER 
FUNNELS A D V O C A T E D . 

Sir Murray Stephen, the Lint-
house shipbuilder, has advocated a 
return to the old-fashioned taller 
funnel in merchant ship designing. 
He contends that the taller funnel 
will overcome many difficulties now 
experienced with funnel gases and 
half-consumed fuel blowing down 
on the boat deck. 

CHINA JAPAN 
MANILA, 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 
HONG KONG. 
JAPAN PORTS. 

Regular tailingf from 
Sydney by modern Luxury 
Liners, First Class accom-
modation in Single and 
Double Rooms with pri-

vate bath available. 
s.s. " C H A N G T E " 

m . v . " C H A N G S H A " 

m . " T A I P I N G " 

m.v. " T A I Y U A N " 

Fu l l details f r o m 

Australian-Oriental 
Line Ltd. 

China Navigation Ce. 
Limited 

J O I N T S E R V I C E 

G. S. YUILL A N D CO. 
PTY. LTD. 

Managing Agents 
6 B R I D G E S T . B W 2731 -2 -3 . 

NETTLEFOLDS 

SCREWS 

ARE 

USED 

IN 

EVERY 

BRITISH 

S H I P 

e 

NETTLEFOLDS 
PTY. LTD. 

SUNSHINE 

VICTORIA 

Tka 

The Navy, the Army and the Air Force 
urgently need experienced men 

With the threat of aggression growing greater each day, 
the need for rapid expansion of the defence forces becomes 
increasingly urgent. Especially urgent is the need for 
seasoned ex-servicemen whose knowledge and experience 
can be of incalculable value to the young enthusiastic 
but untrained men now answering the nation's call to arms. 
Attractive opportunities await ex-servicemen in all three 
services, on a full time or part time basis. 
Re-enlistment with previous rank Is possible in many 
cases. 
Enquire now. 
Trained helpful servicemen from all services will answer 
yoiir enquiries and give full details of new liberal pay 
scales without any obligation to you a t the:— 

Defence Forces 
Information Bureau 

in any of the following cities—Sydney. Melbourne, Bris-
bane, Adelaide, Perth, Hobart, Launceston. 

AGE LIMITS AND 
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

Navy: R e - e n t r y u p t o 47 y e a r s f o r 
a t w o - y e a r p e r i o d p r o v i d e d A B L E 
r a t i n g o r a b o v e h a s b e e n h e l d a n d 
a p p l i e a n t h a s n o t b e e n a w a y f r o m 
t h e S e r v l e e m o r e t h a n f i v e y e a r s . 

Army: W i t h p r e v i o u s s e r v i c e a s a 
P r i v a t e , 18 t o .10 y e a r s f o r r e -
e n t r y . W i t h p r e v i o u s s e r v i e e a s 
a n N.C.O. , 18 t o 3.1 y e a r s . W i t h 
i n s t r u c t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e in c e r t a i n 
c o r p s , u p t o 43 y e a r s . T r a d e s m e n 
s u b j e c t t o t r a d e t e s t s , u p t o 41 
y e a r s . 

Air Force: G r o u n d s t u f f . IX t<> 48 
y e a r s . E x - N . C . O . W i r e l e s s A i r G u n -
n e r s a n d O p e r a t o r s t o L'8 v e a r s . 
P i l o t s a n d N a v i g a t o r s r e - e n t e r e d 
u p t o 30 y e a r s ( s l i g h t l y o l d e r if 
w i t h e x c e p t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e ) . 

Port-time Service. T h o s e w h o c a n n o t 
e n l i s t f o r f u l l - t i m e S e r v i c e c a n -

s t i l l p l a y a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t in 
A u s t r a l i a ' s d e f e n c e b y J o i n i n i ; t h e 
C i t i z e n M i l i t a r y F o r c e s , t h e R o y a l 
A u s t r a l i a n N a v a l R e s e r v e . i h o 
A c t i v e C i t i z e n A i r F o r c e o r 
R . A . A . F . R e s e r v e . 

If you c a n n o t cal l , send th is c o u p o n f o r ful l i n f o r m a t i o n 
Deputy Director of Recruiting, Name 
G.P.O. Box XYZ, in any of the above cities. . , , 
Please .send me, without obligation, full details of enlist- A < l d r t , S 8 

ment (Indicate with cross in square which desired.) — — 
• ARAIY • NAVY • AIR FORCE Q All Three 

Services • Full Time • Part Time. 

D3EX2 8 J I lO 

Building Publishing Co. Pty. Lid., 20 Loftue Straat, Sydney. 
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W e need your he lp 

to m a k e A u s t r a l i a 

s t r o n g ! 
Never was the need so great for 
experienced men in I he Navy, 
Army ami Air Force. Thousands 
of young, enthusiastic, hut un-
trained men are answering Aus-
tralia 's call for rapid expansion 
of ou r defence forces. The;, 
need your help to make them 
efficient sailors, soldiers ami 
a i rmen. 

NEW PAY RATES, NEW CONDITIONS. MAKE 
SERVICE LIFE TODAY REALLY ATTRACTIVE 

Age Limits and Conditions of Entry 
Navy: Re-entry up to 17 years fur a tun-
vear period provided ABI.K ruling or 
above has been held and applic-unl has no! 
been uu a\ from the Service more than 
live years. 
Army: \\ itli previous service as a Private, 
up lo .'Ml year.- fur re-eiiliv. \\ itli previous 
servire a> an N.C.O., up to 15 years. V illi 
instructional experience in certain turps, 
up to I ! years. Tradesmen Mihjcct to I r u t l r 

c>l>. up in II years. 

Air Force: Ground Stall. IK In IK yeai> 
Kx-N.C.O. Wireless Air Gunners and 
Operators lo 2K years. Pilot* and Naviga-
tors re-entered up to 'it) years I slightly 
older if uitli exceptional experience). 

Part-time Service: Those who cuiinot 
enlist for fit 11-1 ime Service can still play 
an important pari in Australia s defence 
by joining llu* (iilizen Military Forces, tin-
llovul Australian Naval Urserve, the Active 

i (.itizi'li Air Force or It.A.A.F. Reserve. 

M I N I M U M A G E : A R M Y i N A V Y . 17 Y E A R S : A I R F O R C E , 18 Y E A R S . 

Ktf | t i i t r UlllMlit uhllsii l l . i l »l 

The Combined Services Recruiting 
Depot 

In iiv of tin- to l lnnlnc i - l lks 
SYDNEY. MELBOURNE. BR ISBANE. ADELAIOE, 

PERTH ... ill 

The Defence Forces Information 
Bureau 

In SYDNEY. HOBART ,r LAUNCESTON 
O R S E N D C O U P O N 

Tin- Drimty l l l r r i in r of Hir i-IIIiib. 
i ; i ' n It.>, x i x . i iu m i ,ii ii in , . , .it irti i 
ri« .,.,. M-I1.I HI,., v III I «,l>M|:illl„ii, lull ,I, ' lull, >1 
iipi*.: mull ir* Inr ex-MTtlrriiieli In 
• XAVV • AIISIV • Alll H I M K 
• A M . TtlltKK SKIIVII KS 
c n i l. TIM K • I'AIIT TIMK 

N A .VIK 

AII I ICKSS. 

It'll"! Ill ihr I...I rlnl.-,l ••! llir I Ill In '111 HI.. \ l.:a.JI 
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FIRST & LAST HOTEL 
( L A T E C U T T Y S A R K ) 

CIRCULAR QUAY 

CONVENIENT, CENTRALLY SITUATED 

M.V. "DUNTROON"—lO.SOO | « 

MELBOURNE 
STEAMSHIP 

CO. LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: 

31 King St., Melbourne. 
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SHIPS - FACTORIES - COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS 

F O R A L L C L A S S E S O F E L E C T R I C A L 

I N S T A L L A T I O N S A N D R E P A I R S , 

M O T O R A N D G E N E R A T O R W I N D I N G , 

R A D A R I N S T A L L A T I O N S , E T C . 

We trffer our services 

/ 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS PTY. LTD. ( 
T e l . B X 5 J 1 1 1 8 1 C L A R E N C E S T . , S Y D N E Y T e l . B X 5 3 1 1 

a n d a t 

Te l . B 3412 302 H U N T E R S T . W E S T , N E W C A S T L E T e l . B 3412 

THE UNITED SHIP SERVICES 
PTY. LTD. 

ALL GLASSES OF SHIP REPAIRS AND FITTINGS 
UNDERTAKEN 

8 8 - 1 0 2 N O R M A N B Y R D . . S T H . M E L B O U R N E , V I C . 

T e l e p h o n e s : M X 5 2 3 1 ( 6 l i n e s ) . 

X r t < 

The Navy Ltagut 
H.M. The King 

Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, 
London, W.C.2. 

Great Britain, New Zealand, Ceylon, 
Rhodesia. 

The Navy League of Canada, The 
Navy League of South Africa, The 

Navy League of Australia. 

T H E N A V Y L E A G U E 
O F A U S T R A L I A 

Conmander(s ) J. D. Bates, V.R.D., 
R.A.N.R. 

Dapa ty P m i d u i : 
Captain L. A. W. Spooner, O.B.E. 

R N . ( R t d ) . 

Lieutenant(s) F. G. Evana, 
RA.N.V.R. 

H o o . T m o 
Lieutenant(i) J. H . Pateraon, M.B.E., 

R.A.N.R. 
N e w S o u t h W a l e s Div i s ion 

Hia Excellency The Governor of 
New South Wales 

T . H. Silk, E s | ^ M X C . E . . M.I.N.A. 

W. W. Beale^Esq., O.B.E. 

Commander F. W. Hixson, O.B.E. 
Hon . r t u u n n : 

D'A. M. Shelley, Esq., 
C. M. C. Shannon, Esq. 

V i c t o r i a n Div is ion 
Patron: 

His Excellency The Governor of 
Victoria. 
President: 

Commander R. A. Nettlefold, D.S.C., 
V.R.D., R.A.N.R. 

Brig. Guy N. Moore, C.B.E., D.F.C. 
Hon. Ti i . i u i n . 

C. W. Lucas, Esq. 
S o u t h A u s t r a l i a n Div is ion 

Patron: 
Hia Excellency The Governor of 

South Australia. 
Commander S. R. Symondi, R.A.N. 

(Rtd.) . 
Hoo . Sactatary: 

Lieut.(a) L. T. Ewens, R.A.N.V.R. 
A u s t r a l i a n Sea C a d e t C o u n c i l 

(Rsfxaaantativys ol Tha Naval Board) 
Director of Naval Reserves (Captain 
A. S. Rosenthal, D.S.O. . ' R.A.N., 
(Chairman), Commander P. R. James, 

R.A.N. 
(Repraaantativaa of tha Navy Laafua ) 

Captain L. A. W. Spooner, O.B.E. 
R.N. (retired), L. G. Pearson, Esq., 

L. Foraythe, Esq. 

Lieut.(s) P. G. Evans, R.A.N.V.R. 
•Appo in t ed by N .B . (on recommrndi t inn ol 

N / t Counc i l ) . 
Appointed ti 

the N / L Cou 

June, 19ft. 

HARDY 'S 
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R A D A R S H O U L D BE A N AID, 
N O T A D A N G E R . 

In Britain, as also in Amcrica, concern con-
tinues to be expressed that- radar-equipped ships 
at sea do not always comply with the good prac-
tice known as the "Rule of the Road." 

The fact is, the introduction of radar, though 
unquestionably a great boon to the navigator as 
an aid to navigation, has inevitably created navi-
gational problems that necessitate urgent atten-
tion and the earliest possible solution in which the 
remedy rests obviously on the basis of the proper 
observance of goodwill and good practice. 

Writ ing ill the January, 1950, issue of the Jour-
nal of the British Institute of Navigation. Captain 
F. J. Wylic, of the Radio Advisory Service a 
service financed, by the way, jointly by the British 
Chamber of Shipping and the Liverpool Shipown-
ers' Association expresses the opinion that it 
should be possible to establish principles which 
would enable the great potential value and legiti-
mate application of radar to be established with-
out waiting for casualties. Nothing cohld »hc 
more succinctly stated, and it cannot be doubted 

that such an opinion will have the concurrence of 
every right-thinking seafarer. 

However, probably the clearest expression so 
far given regarding this -matter, pointing as it 
does dircctly to the avoidance of radar collisions 
in fog, is that by Captain W . H. Coombs, C.B.E., 
President of the Officers' (M.N.) Federation. In 
the Winter , 1950. issue of the Merchant Navy 
Journal, he says: 

" T h e introduction of radar has inevitably creat-
ed new navigational problems, particularly with 
reference to the application of the Rule of the 
Road at Sea. It follows that many thoughtful nav-
igators have expressed their views on practices 
calculated to enable radar-fitted ships safely to 
navigate at greater speeds in fog than the existing 
law permits. At least one 'expert ' writing with 
considerable authority has suggested techniques 
which, for example, hint that in certain 'collision 
situations' a slight alteration in helm would be 
good practice". Having regard to the fact that 
the Admiralty Court has time and time igain stress-
ed the advisability of the give-way ship altering her 
course 'handsomely', the Council of the Officers' 
Federation feel under a duty to federated Shipmast-
ers and Navigating Officers to warn them, that the 
introduction of radar has in no way lessened their 
obligation to all concerned to adhere to the regu-
lations for the prevention of collisions at sea. It 
will be recorded that the International Safety at 
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Sea Conference, 1948, stressed this point in a re-
commendation to which attention has already been 
drawn in the columns of the 'Merchant Navy 
Journal'. 

"Radar is unquestionably a great boon to the 
Navigator as an aid to navigation, but it cannot be 
stressed too often that its availability in no way re-
lieves the Navigator of his duty to comply with 
the 'Rule of the Road". 

"It is a welcome sign that much is being written 
by practical men by way of examination of the 
new problems which the use of radar presents. 
As. however, there is a tendency, not confined 
to sailormen, to regard the printed word as 'gospel' 
I strongly recommend all those with certificates at 
stake, to avoid confusing well intended expressions 
of opinion, with authoritative advice or instruction. 

"The only 'instruction' 1 know of is to be found 
in the 'Rule of the Road'—and legal decisions 
based thereon- -and the only authoritative advice 
in relation to the use of radar, that of the 1948 
Safety Conference, which in effect says, 'stick to 
the Rule of the Road' and this means Article I ft 
as well ' ." 

Meantime, the value of radar as a navigational 
aid, provided always it is used in the best interests 
of navigation, becomes almost daily the more un-
questioned. Fpr instance: 

"During thick fog off the Tyne recently," s a t e s 
the "Merchant Navy Journal," " the radar station 
of the South Shields Marine School, which over-
looks the harbour, and is used by trainees, assisted 
Tyne pilots by plotting the number of ships wait-
ing off the river entrance in the fog. A t one time 
II vessels were showing on the radar screcn as 
lying within one mile of the entrance." 

Another instance regarding the novel and valu-
able use to which a radar set may be put was il-
lustrated not long ago in Sydney. Suspension of 
cargo working, as we all know, in rainy weather is 
often unavoidable, and there is often an indefinite 
period of uncertainty before and after a rain 
squall when it is difficult to dccide whether to 
rcplacc the? hatches or to resume working the 
cargo. In this respect a report received by the 
Marconi International Marine Communication 
Company, Ltd., from the Radio Officer of the 
Shaw Savill Line motorship "Wairangi ," is of par-
ticular interest. 

It tells "how the time lost in suspension of 
work during rain was minimised by putting the 
ship's Marconi Marine 'Radiolocator' radar to a 
novel use. Whi le the vessel was alongside in Syd-
ney, Australia, it was found that approaching rain 
squalls showed up on the screen of the 'Radiolo-
cator' at distances of over 25 miles from the ship's 
berth. By keeping watch on these radar indica-
tions of approaching rain, it was possible to con-
tinue working beyond what would otherwise have 
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been considered the safe time to cover the hatches. 
"Al-o, on several occasions when the rain had 

cleared but might have been expected to begin 
again at any moment, the absence of any indica-
tion of approaching squalls on the radar screen 
led to an earlier resumption of work than would 
otherwise have been the ease." T h e report adds 
that " the foreman stevedore seemed much im-
pressed." 

In short, so much depends on the Navigator. 
Radar in its use definitely has both a negative 
and positive side; and it seems that the spccial 
attention of every officer, to whose care is en-
trusted the radar carried in a ship, should be drawn 
to the necessity to know enough about these in-
struments for him to use them intelligently and 
properly. -

' T h e N a v y ' 
is Your Guide 

to ISavtd Affairs 

"ORONSAY" FITTED W I T H R A D A R 

The new Orient liner "Oronsay", which arrived 
in Australia on her maiden voyage recently, is 
equipped with the latest Marconi Marine radar, 
direction-finding anJ echometer apparatus to as-
sist in her navigation under all conditions of visi-
bility. Her radar equipment is a "Radiolocator," 
and for accurate long-range bearings on shore radio 
beacon stations she is provided with a "Lodestone" 
direction-finder. T h e echometer installation fitted 
in the ship is the Marconi Marine "Visagraph," 
a combination of the "Seavisa" and "Seagraph," 
the former providing the Navigator with a visual 
"flash" indication of soundings, while the latter 
traces on specially-prepared paper a permanent, 
undistorted contour picture of the seabed along 
the vessel's course. Permanent Marconi Marine 
lifeboat installations, each comprising a transmit-
ter and receiver, are fitted in the Oronsay's" two-
motor lifeboats. 
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In this land of ours—in this Australia of kindliness, of friendship, 
of good humoured tolerance . . . perhaps no beverage is more at 
home than good Australian beer. For beer is a drink Australians 
like. It is a part of pleasant living, of good fellowship, of sensible 
moderation. Aud our right to enjoy it . . . this too is a part of 

our Australian heritage of personal freedom. 

Beer Ms Good For You 
Enjoy It! 
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HARK, LISTEN TO THE BAND. . , 
HARK, LISTEN T O THE B A N D ! . . . HERE IS A C H A N C E T O BECOME A B A N D S M A N A N D 
JOIN THE NEWLY-ESTABLISHED R.A.N. SCHOOL OF MUSIC A T FLINDERS N A V A L 
DEPOT, MELBOURNE.! 

If you have ever seen a band of 
the Royal Australian Navy march-
ing through a city street you will 
understand why the Navy holds 
its bands in such high regard anJ 
affection. 

A naval band on the march pre-
sents a vivid picture of panoply 
and pomp, and, as you watch it, 
you will, unless you are a very 
dull fellow indeed, experience a 
sudden quickening of the pulse 
and a lightening of the step which 
you probably could not explain 
even if you wanted to. 

There is something about a 
marching band that reaches right 
down into the heart, something 
primitive and perhaps almost bar-
baric, something that made our 
early ancestors fashion drums and 
tom-toms from the skins of animals 
they had slain so that they could 
express and listen to the rhythm 
and the feeling for rhythmic sound 
that was born in them. This feel-
ing has persisted and grown in 
generation after generation of the 
human race and will doubtless 
persist until the end of time. It is 
one of the fundamentals of the 
human make-up. 

A band of the Royal Australian 
Navy appeals to the senses both 
through the ear and the eye. First, 
perhaps a long way off, you hear 
the beating of drums and the 
higher pitch of the cornets and the 
woodwind against the deeper pitch 
of the bass instruments. Then, as 
the band comes into sight, you 
see the magnificent figure of the 
drum-major, striding with great 
show and dignity, twirling his 
heavily - jewelled, silver - topped 
mace, the symbol of his office, in 
his long, white gauntlet, kid-
gloved hands. Then the lines of 
drummers, with their gaily-painted, 
corded drums, keeping time and 
step with wonderful unison and 
precision. 

And then the big-bass drummer, 
another magnificent figure, wear-
ing over his uniform a huge full-
length tiger-skin shot by an Indian 
Maharajah. When Earl Mount-
batten was Viceroy of India, the 
Maharajahs presented him with 30 
of the best tiger-skins they had 
obtained during the year and asked 
him to send them on their behalf 
to the bands of the Royal Navy, 
which are provided by the Royal 
Marines. The Royal Marines kept 
some of the skins themselves and 
gave others to naval bands in other 
parts of the British Common-
wealth. The tiger-skin of the 
Flinders Naval Depot Band, which 
is one of its proudest possessions, 
was shot by the Maharajah of 
Bikaner. 

Although there are no Royal 
Marines in the Royal Australian 
Navy, the uniform of R.A.N, 
bands is almost exactly similar to 
that worn by their bands. It con-
sists of a resplendent blue and 
scarlet jacket and trousers, brass 
buttons, a beautifully shaped white 
helmet with brass fittings and 
white waist and shoulder belts. 

W h e n a naval band is march-
ing and the sun is shining on 
its highly-polished instruments it 
makes a splendid sight. 

Recognising the important role 
of bands in the Royal Australian 
Navy the Naval Board has re-
cently approved comprehensive 
plans for their improvement and 
development. Last year it re-
organised its teaching methods at 
Flinders Naval Depot and estab-
lished a School of Music there. 

This School, modelled on the 
Royal Marine School of Music at 
Deal, Kent, is at present directed 
by Commissioned Bandmaster C. 
G. McLean, D.S.M., L.R.A.M., 
of the Royal Marines, whose 
brother. Captain R. A . McLean, 

By A Special Correspondent. 

L.R.A.M., R.M., is Director of 
the School in England. 

Commissioned B a n d m a j t e x 
McLean joined the Royal Mar.nes 
as a boy 25 years ago and quali-
fied as a bandmaster in 1933. 
Af te r he had been awarded the 
certificate of the Royal Academy 
of Music in the same year he won 
one of the four silver medals pre-
sented annually to the four best 
students of schools of music by the 
Worshipful Company of Musi-
cians. 

Members of a naval band must 
be able to play ceremonial, orches-
tral, dance and chamber music, 
and members of R.A.N, bands are 
now being trained in all those de-
partments at the School of Music 
at Flinders Naval Depot. 

The Depot band, itself, is kept 
very busy. It plays at four 
parades every day, and combina-
tions from it play four evenings a 
week at the dance of the ship's 
company, at the cinema and at the 
Wednesday night ward room din-
ner. The band also plays for the 
church service on Sundays. 

It also, from time to time, leads 
marches of servicemen through 
Melbourne, and plays at dinners 
and garden parties at Government 
House and other similar functions. 

Besides the band at Flinders 
Naval Depot, there is a band in 
H.M.A.S. "Sydney," flagship of 
the Australian Fleet. The Naval 
Board has approved the purchase 
of complete new sets of instru-
ments for each of them. Even-
tually it is hoped to provide bands 
not only for H .M .A.S. "Sydney," 
but also for H.M .A.S. "Mel-
bourne," the aircraft carrier now 
being completed in the United 
Kingdom for the R.A.N. , as well 
as for the cruiser H.M7A.S. "Aus-
tralia" and the R .A.N. Air Station 
H.M .A.S. "Albatross". 

J .M, IWI. T 
A 



SUNDAYS AT SEA 
Dea l ing w i t h some a p p r o p r i a t e a d j u s t m e n t s m a d e t o t h e 
N a t i o n a l M a r i t i m e B o a r d ' s A g r e e m e n t in r e spec t t o 
Sundays leave a n d leave a b r o a d f o r N a v i g a t o r s a n d 

E n g i n e e r Of f i ce r s of t h e M e r c h a n t N a v y . 

But, even if this ambitious plan 
is delayed, the Royal Australian 
Navy still needs more bandsmen 
than it has at present. It is now 
recr uting musicians aged from 17 
to 25 years who have a satisfactory 
knowledge ot music, and, later in 
the year, will recruit boy musicians 
15 | with an elementary know 
ledge. In addition to a musical 
training, boy musicians will also 
receive instruction in general sub 
jects of education, the playing tit 
games, swimming, etc., and will be 
able to take part in all the normal 
activities of boys of their age. All 
recruits, who, incidentally, are 
supplied with instruments on join 
ing, will spend from one to two 
years at the School of Music he 
fore they arc drafted to a band. 

At the School they arc taught 
not only the theory and practice 
•f music but are encouraged to 
become skdlcd in a variety of in 
struments so that they can play in 
any combination if called upon to 
do so. Military band and orchcs 
tral music, string quartets, swing, 
jaiz and bebop should all be gnst 
to their mill. 

Wi th the inception of the 
School of Music, broader schemes 
of promotion are being introduced 
which will make promotion in the 
band service comparable with every 
other branch in the R.A.N. 
Courses for band corporal and 
bandmaster will be held at the 
School, and selected candidates for 
commissioned rank will be sent to 
the Royal Marine School of Music 
in England where they will receive 
instruction and qualify at the 
Royal Academy of Music, Lon-
don, in the same way as officers 
of the Royal Marine Band Service. 

The School of Music at the 
Depot is very well equipped for 
its task and it will be equipped 
better stdl as time goes on. One 
of the things it shows visitors with 
great pride is a grand piano that 
was presented to the Depot by the 
late Dame Nellie MeJba some years 
before her death and is now used 
at the School for teaching and 
rehearsals. 

It is not always easy for sea 
tarcrs to keep themselves abreast 
of matters affecting them in their 
profession. This fact often works 
to their disadvantage; all too often, 
for instance, anomalies in working 
conditions arise, for it is only after 
agreements have been put into 
practical o p e r a t i o n that any 
anomaly can be seen. A case in 
point was provided by the circum-
stances arising from the National 
Maritime Board's "Sundays at Sea 
Agreement." W i t h special rela-
tion to this agreement Mr. Dougas 
S. Tennant, General Secretary of 
the Navigators' a n d Engineer 
Officers' Union, reported in a re-
cent issue of the "Merchant Navy 
Journal" to the following effect: 

"When this agreement — the 
Sundays at Sea Agreement' — 

was first put into effect," writes 
Mr. Tennant, "it established an 
important principle which pre-
viously had not been recognised. 
Nevertheless, there did arise cir-
cumstances in the operation of the 
agreement which showed that, to 
put it no higher than on the basis 
of equity, further adjustments 
should be made. The first adjust-
ment provided for the minimum 
time to be 9 hours at sea on Sun 
day in order to qualify for the 
extra leave under the agreement 
instead of the full 24 hours of the 
Sunday in question. This was a 
decided advantage and was wel-
comed by all concerned. The 
second adjustment was in connec-
tion with the keeping of anchor 
watches on Sundays. There was 
much confusion in the minds of 
many people as to whether or not 
anchor watches kept on Sundays 
should qualify for the half-day's 

extra leave This matter the 
N E.O.U took to the National 
Maritime Board and eventually 
had the appropriate adjustment-, 
made to the agreement. 

"Af te r these two improvement-, 
had taken place there sull remain 
ed, however, the provision which 
allowed leave earned under this 
agreement u> be given arbitrarily 
in ports abroad. This aspect of thc 
agrecment had caused dissatisfac-
tion on a very wide basis, and I am 
glad it is now possible for me to 
announce the appropriate altera 
tions. From the 16th July, 1950. 
the wording of the agreement is 
altered to read as follows: 

" 'The leave may only be tal(eii 
when authorised by the Master or 
accredited representative of the 
Owner. and can be given m the 
U.K. to suit the convenience of 
the ship or abroad in accordance 
with the terms of Note (c) below 

" "N<"e (c) : The seafarer can-
not be compelled to ta\e extra 
leave due under this Agreement at 
a port abroad, but if m fact he 
accepts shore leave by mutual con-
sent for the specified mmimum 
period or longer, that time shall 
count against the extra leave un-
der this Agreement.' 

"I would draw your attention to 
the contents of these two para 
graphs as, shorn of their trim 
mings, they really mean that as 
from 16th July an officer cannot 
be compelled to take this leave in 
a port abroad, but he will be able, 
if his own circumstances require 
it, to arrange for the leave to he 
taken in a port abroad by mutual 
agreement with the master. I think 
this improvement will be appir 
ciated." 
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FIRE ABOARD SHIP 
The greatest, most persistent 

rid most ruthless cr.cmy of a sea-
going vessel and its crew is fire 
It is true that a ship cannot run 
without some form of fire, but 
when a fire exists in an uncontrol-
led state due to some carelessness 
of a member of the crew it could 
well mean disaster to a fine ship 
The fire - fighting equipment 
aboard U S N A vessels is adequate 
to control almost any fire Here 
arc some helpful hints on fire pre-
vention: 

(a) Know the location and usc 
of all the fire-fighting 
equipment in and near the 
compartments of the ships 
vou normally frequent. 

(b) Do not store or litter any 
compartment with rags, 
papers, or anything which 
is inflammable unless it is 

in an approved container 
(c) Do not store anything, in 

flammable or otherwise, on 
resistor box vents. 

(d) Do not keep unauthorised 
containers of refuse in any 
working compartment. 

(c) Keep all spare gear clcar 
of electrical equipment. 

( f ) Know the fire regulations 
of the port and dock at 
which the ship is berthed 
and observe them. 

(g) Be sure the extinguisher 
you use is made for the 
fire you want to put out. 

(h) Any form of refuse, even 
in approved containers, is 
a potential fire hazard Re-
move refuse from the ship 
as often as possible to pre-
vent accumulation. 

(i) In the event that you dis-
cover a fire be sure to pass 
the word as quickly as pos-
sible to the Officer of the 
Deck so that he may send 
help in fighting the fire, 

( j ) Always be on the lookout 
for little acts of careless-
ness which may cause a 
fire directly or indirectly. 
Constant vigilance is an 
absolute necessity in keep-
ing a ship safe from the 
ravages of fire. 

(k) Require that keys to lock-
ed places are available to 
the Duty Officer in case 
of an emergency. 

-From Afloat Bulletin, MSTS, 
North Pacific, and Safety Review, 
published by the U.S. Navy De-
partment. 

J u m , m i . 
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MASTERS' AND MATES' EXAMINATIONS 

T H E P R E V A I L I N G E D U C A T I O N A L S T A N D A R D O F C A N D I D A T E S S I T T I N G FOR MASTERS ' 
A N D MATES ' CERTIFICATES O F C O M P E T E N C Y H A S BEEN A P O T E N T I A L L Y D A M A G I N G 
F E A T U R E IN R E C E N T YEARS IN T H E G E N E R A L Q U E S T I O N O F BUILDING U P T H E MERCH-
A N T N A V Y T O M A X I M U M EFFICIENCY. T H E M A T T E R IS HERE R E V I E W E D IN S U M M A R -
ISED FORM. 

Speaking at the Annua! Con-
ference of the Association of 
Navigation Schools held in London 
last year. Captain J. H. Quick, the 
Principal Examiner of Masters and 
Mates, presented some very in-
teresting details about the standard 
of competency exhibited by the 
various candidates sitting for their 
Certificates at the Examinations 
during 1949. Although able to 
strike a more optimistic note than 
in 1948, he still stressed the fact 
that certain decided weaknesses 
had yet to be overcome. 

Two decided weaknesses were 
an inability among many candi-
dates to express themselves and to 
observe; their descriptive and ob-
servational powers were poor. 
Generally, however, there was, he 
said, an "all-round improvement.'" 
For instance: 

"In 1948, 1,173 candidates were 
examined for second mate, of 
whom 775, or 66 per cent., were 
successful in gaining certificates. 
In 1949, 952 were examined, of 
whom 78 per cent, were success-
ful. That rise of 12 per cent, was 
a substantial one . Again, whereas 
in 1948 69.7 of the successful 
candidates passed in the first two 
attempts, in 1949 that figure was 
raised to 74.3 per cent. There 
were also fewer marginal men just 
scraping through, and there was a 
more marked separation between 
the passes and the failures in the 
written part of the examination. 
Quite a substantial number of 
candidates, in fact, scored between 
80 and 90 per cent., which was 
quite good going." 

Captain Quick's general criti-
cism of candidates' work was still, 
however, an "untidiness in presen-

tation. That applied particularly 
to navigation papers. They lost 
quite a number of marks, too, in 
cargo work and in the elementary 
ship construction paper," especial-
ly on those matters which "de-
pended more on their powers of 
observation. That failing was ap-
parent in all grades, and showed 
up in oral as well as written 
examination." In those matters 
which they should learn at sea, 
such as boat work and elementary 
seamanship, they were especially 
weak. There was also a general 
weakness in signals. 

"As for the first mate's examina-
tion, there again was found im-
provement, but not so marked per-
haps as at the second mate stage. 
Of 817 men examined in 1949, 
613 (or 75 per cent.) passed. In 
1948, of 653 examined, 481 (or 
75 per cent.) passed. Their par-
ticular weakness was chart work. 
As many failed in chart work for 
first mate as for second mate, 
which was a strange comment to 
have to make. Quite a number, 
too, failed in navigation, which 
again was surprising, since one 
would have thought that day-by-
day practice at sea, taking sights 
and working up the ship's position, 
would have made them expert in 
that part of their work." In their 
ship maintenance paper there also 
showed up a lack of interest in the 
ships in which they had served, 
coupled with an inability to ex-
press themselves in any adequate 
manner. Their ship construction 
paper, too, was weak, and in 
sketching they often resorted to re-
producing a text-book sketch from 
memory, rather than attempting a 
deliniation of whatever ideas they 

possessed. Striking a happier note, 
however, he said of first mates 
that, on the whole, "their meteo-
rology was good, rather better than 
that offered by the mastery" 

So far as candidates for masters' 
certificates were concerned, there 
was a decided rise in the passes 
obtained. "In 1948, of 521 ex 
amined, 351 (or 67.3 per cent.) 
passed. In 1949, 402 passed (or 
73.2 per cent.) out of 549." Here 
again, many candidates lost a lot 
of marks in their ship construction 
and stability paper, and to some 
of them navigation, especially if, 
as occasionally happened, it em-
braced a chart question, was an 
insurmountable hurdle. Compass 
work, however, showed an im-
provement, knowledge of ship-
masters' business was, on the 
whole, quite good, and knowledge 
of engineering surprisingly good. 

However, despite the upward 
trend in the standard of compe-
tency in general, the special atten-
tion of all authorities should be 
drawn to the advisability of step-
ping up the study facilities offered 
to intending candidates for Mer 
can tile Marine certificates. In this 
respect, a resolution adopted by the 
Navigators' and Engineer Officers' 
Union at its Annual General 
Meeting in October last, is of par-
ticular interest. The resolution 
read: 

"That better facilities should be 
granted for navigating officers and 
potential officers studying for cer-
tificates and research." ' 

Moving the resolution, Mr. W . 
Irvine, reports the "Merchant 
Navy Journal," claimed that no 
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building had been especially erect-
ed for the training of officers for 
the past fifty years. There was 
but meagre provision of equipment 
such as vessels for practical sea 
training, and in the senior training 
establishments, with perhaps one 
exception, ill-equipped establish-
ments in old, dirty buildings was 
the general rule. The schools were 
spread unevenly over the country, 
and the arrangements for the pro-
vision of such educational facilities 
as travelling expenses for seafarers 
undergoing courses of study varied 
m different districts. He urged the 
N.E.O.U. to re-double its efforts 
to secure the implementation of 
the Merchant N a v y Officers' 
Training Board's outline plan. 

Other speakers spoke in favour 
of the resolution, and for the plat-
form, it was pointed out that there 
was already a minimum standard 
below which training establish-
ments generally could not fall 
without having official recognition 
withdrawn, but that the difference 
in standard between the best and 
the worst was such that some level-
ling up would appear to be essen-
tial. On the understanding that 
the Council undertook to look into 
the matter on the lines indicated, 
the resolution was carried unani-
mously. 

Surely the authorities m u s t 
realise that such a resolution is 
well worthy of their attention. 
Every facility should be provided 
for the best possible study of all 
new navigational aids — radar, 
Decca, W / T D / F , echo-sounding 
machines and gyro compasses. In 
this way an increasing number of 
candidates will come forward, and 
an increasing number will succeed. 
That, coupled with a decreasing 
measure of wastage in personnel, 
means that we should soon be as-
sured of the necessary quantity 
and quality of young officers so 
essential to the efficiency and well-
being of the Merchant Navy, in 
particular, and of the shipping in-
dustry of the United Kingdom and 
the British Commonwealth, in 
general. 
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BRITISH ADMIRALTY ADVANCES ITS TECHNIOUE 
IS T H E BRITISH A D M I R A L T Y P L A N N I N G BOLDLY E N O U G H T O E N S U R E T H A T ADE 
Q U A T E P R E P A R E D N E S S W I L L BE A S S U R E D IN T H E E V E N T O F A S T A T E O F EMERG-
ENCY? FOR I N S T A N C E , IS T H E U - B O A T PERIL BEING C O U N T E R E D ? R E A D T H I S 
ARTICLE A N D J U D G E FOR YOURSELF. 

The political tension at present 
prevailing throughout the world 
has served to emphasise the need 
for increasing attention to armed 
security measures. A high degree 
of efficiency on the part of the 
Services afloat and ashore is essen-
tial to the end that we shall not 
again be caught napping. Ad-
vances in technique are necessary 
for this attainment, but such ad 
vances arc imperative and must 
with all speed be made Are they 
being made? Naval official sources 
Say they are 

Developments arc taking place 
in the production of s c c r e t 
weapons which indicate that the 
scientific branch of the British 
Admiralty is working at top speed 
— a continuing duty that must 
materially eventuate in the attain 
mcnt of a high state of efficiency. 
The announcement recently of 
these advances in technique has 
already considerably offset t h e 
feeling of inferiority ana ui 
security created by the disclosures 
in Britain's Navy Estimates that 
the British Naval Service lags 
numerically behind the United 
States Navy by a ratio of one to 
six. 

Chief among the new Admiralty 
inventions is the high-speed anti 
submarine weapon Asdic - an in 
strument for locating submarines 
by sound waves. Acting in com-
bination with the latest hunting 
methods, it is capable of trapping 
a submersible craft moving under-
water at the same speed as the 
fastest surface craft. It is thought 
by naval experts that no nation 
has a submersible craft capable of 
underwater speeds greater than 
knots: so this weapon will act as 
a considerable counter to any sub 
marine menace with which Brit.iin I 
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is likely to be called upon to deal. 
During last war Asdics operated 
effectively only when th eoperating 
vessel was moving at comparative-
ly low speeds. The sound waves 
were drowned by the swirls and 
eddies under a ship's bottom when 
such ship was travelling at over 20 
knots. Not so, however, with the 
new Asdic; the range of this in-
strument in its advanced form is 
practically unlimited when used in 
co-operatjon with sono-bouys and 
carrier-based aircraft. 

The sono-buoy, in turn, is essen 
tially a radio transmitter which 
picks up the movement sounds of 
submarines a b o v e and below 
water. It records a signal varying 
in strength according to the dis-
tance between it and the sub-
marine and relays it back to the 
searching vessels. Thus, if a de-
tected submarine is beyond the 
striking range of ships, aircraft 
can take off, tuned in throughout 
their flight to the signal from the 
warning bouy. For coastal de-
fence the sono-botiy can be used 
in co-operation with shore-based 
aircraft, thus practically obviating 
the need, as appertained in the 
last war, to use many small vessels 
for patrol duties outside ports. 
For delivering the death blow to 
U-boats, an underwater bomb fired 
ahead of the searching craft is fit-
ted with a proximity fuse. The 
power of this bomb is sufficient to 
pierce the most heavily armour 
plated hull from considerable dis-
tances. 

The advancement of radar tech-
nique has also received consider-
able attention. A new radar de-
signed to track aircraft travelling 
at speeds exceeding 600 miles an 
hour is expected almost at oncc to 

come into service. Containing 
more than 2,000 valves and 25,000 
other components, it is the most 
expensive anti-aircraft equipment 
ever produced. It is believed that 
this radar will direct gunfire on to 
jet aircraft as accurately as the old 
types caught the position of slower 
planes. Already, it is thought, 

these new sets are being fitted into 
ships now in course of construc-
tion They will eventually be used 
in conjunction with the latest 
ammunition incorporating photo 
electric fuses, which automatically 
explode when the target comes 
within effective range of the shell's 
"eye." 

As for new aircraft, two types 
of jet day fighters are being built 
to remforce the Fleet Air Arm 
within the next twelve months 
They are the Hawker Sea Hawk 
and the Supermarine Attacker 
The Dc Haviland Venom night 
fighter is also expected to be in 
operation at about the same time 
Though details of these three types 
are still secret, it is known that 
the performances of the Sea Hawk 
rival those of land-based fighters 
in speed and manoeuvrability. 

Nor, as was pointed out in the 
May issue of this journal, in the 
general field of development is the 
medical aspect being neglected 
Climatological and oceanography-
studies are also being pursued in 
no desultory way. As for ditched 
and shipwrecked personnel, their 
prospects of rcscuc have also been 
considerably heightened. Helicop 
ters, which have been found 
eminently successful in rescue and 
communication trials, are in future 
to be used for dropping sono 
bouys, etc. They will operate 
from the decks of carriers and 
merchant craft. 

The Nary 
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NORTH KOREAN PORT 
BOMBARDED 

The British cruiser H.M.S 
Belfast" celebrated her return to 

the East Coast theatre of the 
Korean war, where earlier in the 
campaign she earned the congratu-
lations of the American Naval 
Commander-in-Chief for her rapid 
lire gunnery and for destroying all 
the important targets on which she 
concentrated, by bombarding Won-
san, the principal East Coast port 
of North Korea She was ably 
assisted by, among others, the 
Australian destroyer H.M.A.S. 

War ramung j . " commanded by 
Captain Otto Becher, D.S.C., 
R.A.N. 

While the Warramunga" and 
some of the American destroyers 
went close in under shelter of her 
guns to bombard coastal areas, the 
big guns of the "Belfast," firing 
twelve-gun broadsides, reached out 
to the principal targets further in-
land. Spotting aircraft from an 
American carrier recorded direct 
hits on an important road and rail 
junction at Wonsan, on military-
buildings, gun emplacements and 
troop concentrations. The "War -
ramunga" meanwhile wiped out a 
number of gun emplacements on 
Sin Do Island. 

For the bombardment "Belfast" 
negotiated the 23-miles-long chan 
ncl of swept minefield and an-
chored off an cncmy-hcld island 
whose batteries caused trouble to 
destroyers on the previous day 
The batteries were quietened by 
an effective air strike and finally 
destroyed by the four-inch guns 
of the "Belfast " In a recent Kim 
bardment on the West Coast of 
Korea "Belfast" blew up an oil 
dump with her second salvo. 

Incidentally. "Warramunga" is 
due soon to return to Australian 
waters. In announcing this on 
April 26, the then Minister for 
the Navy (Hon. Jos. Francis) said 
that she would be relieved in 
August by the Australian destroyer 
"Bataan." 

The "Warramunga" has been 

C r e w of H . M . S Telemachus tast ing inflated immers ion suits. The suits nra part o l 
the submar ine ' s rascua equ ipment a n d allow waarers to reach the surface mo-e 

easi ly a n d keep afloat for l o n f per iods. 

O u r t c s r Sydney M u r m n g H e a l d 

on active service with the United 
Nations' forces in Korean waters 
for nine months "Bataan' has 
already served ten months in the 
Korean campaign She will return 
to Sydney at the end of June for 
refit, and recommissioning, sailing 
for Korea again towards the end 
of July with a new ship's com-
pany. Australia will then be rep-
resented in the Korean battle area 
by H.M.A.S. "Bataan" and the 
frigate H.M.A.S. "Murchison." 
Wi th her return to Australia the 
"Warramunga" will have com-
pleted her fourth tour of duty 
with the Allied Naval Forces in 
Japanese and Korean waters 
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HOME FLEET SUMMER CRUISE 

Ships of the British Home Fleet 
sailed from their bases on April 
24 for their Summer cruise. 

Their programme, which will 
cover a period of three months, 
includes training exercises at In-
vergordon, manoeuvres, and visits 
to ports and resorts in the Unit-
ed Kingdom. 

Certain of the visits to ports 
and resorts will be in conjunction 

with the Festival of Britain and 
plans are being made for the re-' 
ception of visitors in H.M. Ships, 
for visits to the Fleet by organis-
ed parties (notably school-child-
ren) and for ships to be floodlit. 
These visits will take place from 
mid-June onwards and details are 
to be announced by the Admiral-
ty later. 

Ships proceeding to Invcrgord-

on are carrying out air defence 
exercises while on passage. Ships 
initially engaged on other duties, 
including flying training and 
training at the Joint Anti-Sub-
marine School, Londonderry, will 
join the Fleet on a subsequent 
date. 

Later the Fleet will sail into 
the Irish Sea for exercises which 
will be followed by manoeuvres 
with the Submarine Fleet, and 
other exercises. 

The Fleet will be under the 
command of Admiral Sir Philip 
L. Vian, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., 
flying his flag in the fleet aircraft 
carrier "Indomitable," and other 
vessels taking part will include the 
light fleet carrier "Vengeance," 
wearing the flag of Rear-Admiral 
C. John (Admiral Commanding 
the Third Aircraft Carrier Squad-
ron) , the battleship "Vanguard," 
wearing the flag of Rear-Admiral 
St. J. A. Micklcthwait, D.S.O. 
(Flag Officer Training Squadron), 
the flleet carrier "Indefatigable," 
the cruisers "Swiftsure," wearing 
the flag of Vice-Admiral C. A. L. 
Mansergh, C.B.E., D.S.C. (Flag 
Officer Second Cruiser Squadron), 
and "Sheffield", and the ships 
of three destroyer flotillas and two 
frigate flotillas. 

Incidentally, the day before the 
Home Fleet left Portsmouth on 
its Summer Cruise, H.M.S. 
"Sheffield" was visited by the 
Duchess of Kent, H.R. Highness' 
first visit to this famous cruiser 
of many tough engagements. By 
request, however, the visit was 
regarded as private because of the 
loss of H.M.S. "Af f ray" and or-
ders for ships to be dressed over-
all and for Royal Salutes to be 
fired were cancelled. 

Keep e Good 
Lookout 

F O R T H E N E X T I S S U E O F 

The Navy R a t i n g f rom t h . P a t M a a i f r i , . t . H . M . P . S . S ind. i ultra c t . d by R . A . N . d iv . r t , 

» » d . r f » l m d aap »aa d ra in * t ra i l , ; * , at H w H . M . A . S . R g l h c t t a r d r a i n , fchool. 

Court* ly Sydney M o m i n f Herald. 
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MARITIME NEWS OF THE 

WORLD 
From our Correspondents in 

L O N D O N and N E W YORK 

By 

AIR MAIL 

T Y P H O O N STRIKES 
F R E I G H T E R . 

Running into a typhoon, near 
Pago, 2,000 miles from the Aus-
tralian coast, the U.S. 8,000-ton 
freighter "Angeles" had her deck 
cargo of timber shifted and her 
crew's quarters swamped on her 
voyage recently from Los An-
geles to Brisbane. The typhoon 
threw passengers from their beds 
and only skilful handling brought 
the vessel through. 

W O R L D T O N N A G E . 
According to the "London Ob-

server" world shipping totals 
77,405,000 tons, but several hun-
dred thousand more tons of deep-
sea vessels arc needed. Fourteen 
million tons of the total are tied 
up in America's "Mothbal l" fleet 
of Liberty ships built during the 
Second Wor ld War . T h e ' U . S . 
Government is restoring 100 of 
these Liberty ships back into ser-
vice, but the maximum rate at 
which they can be sent to sea is 
probably no more than 22 per 
month. 

A M E R I C A N - G E R M A N 
C O O P E R A T I O N . 

The Hamburg American and 
North German Lloyd Lines in 
conjunction with the U.S. Navi-
gation Company, recently started 
a service from Hamburg and 
Bremen to the Gulf ports with 
the chartered ships "Argenfels" 
and "Hermod" with the intention 
of extending it to other ports 
when fur ther tonnage is avail-
able. 

K I T T E N ' S I M P R I S O N E D 
PASSAGE. 

A kitten which had been seal-
ed up in an inaccessible lower 
hold of the freighter "Port Que-
bec" was released when the ship 
unloaded at Sydney recently. The 
kitten was accidentally impris-
oned eight weeks before, 40 feet 
below decks, during loading oper-
ations in New York. Through-
out its adventurous voyage the 
kitten was fed by members of the 
crew on milk and meat lowered 
down to it through a ventilator 
pipe. 

" H A M B U R G " RAISED 
The wreck of the Hamburg 

American liner "Hamburg" , sunk 
in the Baltic by mine in 1945, 
was recently raised by the Rus-
sians and is being repaired in 
Holland. 

BLUE S T A R LINE O R D E R S 
• N E W M O T O R S H I P . 
The Blue Star Line last year 

ordered a sister ship to the "Ad-
elaide Star," an 18-knot refrig-
erated cargo motorship of 13,500 
tons d.w. with accommodation for 
12 passengers, from John Browns 
of Clydebank. 

N O R W E G I A N S H I P P I N G 
G R O U P . 

At the end of 1950 the Wil-
hclmsen Shipping Group of Oslo 
had acquired nineteen ships since 
the war and had eight more on 
order. Other orders would have 
been placed but for the official 
obstacles in the way of getting 
ships built abroad. 

P A K I S T A N M E R C H A N T 
M A R I N E . 

The Pakistan Government last 
year passed a bill through its Par-
liament allowing certificated offi-
cers of all countries to serve in 
its ships, instead of only British 
as previously. 

E X T R A S T A F F P U R S E R FOR 
M A M M O T H LINERS. 

The Cunard liners "Queen 
Elizabeth" and "Queen Mary" 
now each carry an extra staff 
purser primarily to arrange enter-
tainments for cabin and tourist-
class passengers. This is undoubt-
edly a much appreciated innova-
tion, greatly needed in the gen-
eral organisation of the social life 
aboard these giant liners. 

" F R A N C O N I A " E N Q U I R Y 
F I N D I N G . 

It will be recalled that on 12th 
July, 1950, the Cunard liner 
"Franconia" (20,341 gros tons), 
grounded in the St. Lawrence. 
At the formal enquiry ordered by 
the Canadian Ministry of Tran-
sport and held at Quebec, it was 
found that the grounding was due 
to "a grave error of judgment" 
on the part of the pilot, whose 
licence was suspended for the re-
maining period of the 1950 navi-
gation season. T h e Court fur ther 
found that neither the Master nor 
any of those Officers concerned 
who were legally represented by 
the Merchant Marine Service As-
sociation and the Navigators' and 
Engineer Officers' Union repect-
ively were guilty of any fault. 

Jum, IfSI. 
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BURNS PHILP PROFIT UP. 

Net profit of Burns Philp and 
Co. Ltd.. at £315,264 for the year 
ended March 31, shows an in-
crease nvcr the previous year of 
£12,530. Dividend remains at 

Gross profit rose Hy 
£376,567. Reserve is again in-
creased hy £50,000. 

ANCIENT ROMAN SHIP 
LOCATED. 

An ancient Roman ship, with 
a cargo of wine containers still 
stowed in her, has been loeuted 
by divers in ten fathoms near 
Ganncs in the South of France 
One wonders what vintage the 
containers held, French or Ro 
man, for both nations were exten-
sive makers and traders of wine. 

ATLANTIC VOYAGE FOR 
DOLLARS. 

Two years ago two brothers. 
Stanley and Colin Smith, of the 
Isle of Wight, sailed their 22ft 
home made sloop "Novo Espcro." 
from Canada to England. Early 
in May, in the same craft, Stan-
ley Smith and his neighbour. 
Charles Violet, sailed from Lon-
don for New York. Colin Smith, 
now married, this time stayed be-
hind. The voyage, which is be-
ing made with the backing of the 
Dollar Exports Board and as a 
Festival of Britain feature, is ex-
pected to take more than 80 days. 

NEW OSTEND-DOVER 
PACKET. 

The Belgian Government is 
building, or is about to build, a 
new fast Ostend-Dovcr motor 
packet to replace the steamer 
"Prinses Astrid"—sunk by mine 
in '949—the cost to be about 
£1,500,000. 

ITALY'S LARGEST POST 
WAR LINER ARRIVES. 

The Italian liner "Australia," 
built at a cost of nearly £4 million, 
for Lloyd Triestino. arrived in 
Sydney on May 21. Sailing from 
Genoa on April 19 she complct 
ed the voyage in 33 days. Italy's 
biggest post-war built liner, the 

"Australia's" gross tonnage is 
13,205; she is 528ft. long, and 
has a speed, it is said, of over 20 
knots a sleek, white, yacht-like 
vessel with clipper bow. The ship 
is also lavishly fitted, and has in 
terior design wall panelling of 
light-coloured wood and a highly 
decorative show of murals, stone 
mosaic and inlaid wood. A stone 
mosaic table, valued at £2,000, is 
placed outside the purser's office, 
and a handsomely carved 8ft. 
high figure with spear and' shield 
representing an Australian abor-
iginal, but more like a Matabcle 
warrior, stands at the entrance to 
the First Class lounge. Various 
o t h e r designs, decorative but 
highly imaginary in conception 
abound. For a migrant vessel the 
passenger accommodation is most 
spacious and even lavish, and the 
"Australia" is bound to be a fa 
vouritc ship, both on her home 
ward and outward voyages. 

LIBRARIES ABOARD SHIP. 
The library section of the Sea-

farers' Education Service con-
tinues its effective work. In 1950 
it expanded steadily. With li-
braries installed in 1,474 ships, 
more than 210,000 books were 
sent to sea from Selwyn House, 
London, its headquarters, in the 
twelve months, an increase of 25 
per cent, over the figures for the 
year 1949. Honorary librarians 
have continued to do a splendid 
lob once the library has arrived 
on board and have responded 
most satisfactorily to the Presi-
dent's appeal to cut down book 
losses, with the result that the 
Seafarers' Education Servicc has 
had more to spend on new vol-
umes. 

FIRE IN BRITISH 
FREIGHTER. 

Three Fire Brigade personnel 
were overcome by fumes while 
fighting a fire in the British 
freighter "Craigwen" at Victoria 
Dock. Melbourne, on May 27. 
The fire was among the 4.500-ton 
cargo of newsprint and about 
CI 5,000 damage was done. Ship's 

officers noticed smoke issuing 
from the ventilators, and when 
firemen removed the hatch covers 
dense smoke poured trom the 
hold and flames shot 30 feet into 
the air. The fire was brought 
under control in two hours, but 
it was a stiff and dangerous fight 
while it lasted. The three firemen 
overcome by fumes had to be as 
sistcd to the deck and taken to 
hospital. 

CANADIAN MARINI-: 
RESCUE WORK. 

The Canadian Government re 
cently enrolled more than 200 
Government vessels of all kinds 
in the Marine Search and Rcscue 
Scrvicc which it inaugurated in 
placc of the suggestion that Can 
ada should adopt the United 
States Coast Guard system. 

SMALL PAY SCALE. 
The Japanese ships at present 

operating on commcrcial work 
outside of Japanese waters carry 
crews on only one-third of the 
pay scale in British ships. Un 
fair competition with a vengeance! 

POLAR EXPLORER DIES. 
A message from New York on 

May 28 announced the death of 
Lincoln Ellsworth, the polar ex-
plorer, from a heart attack. Mr 
Ellsworth had had a distinguished 
and adventurous career. In 1926, 
h^ was a member of an expedi-
tion which flew over the North 
Pole in a dirigible. In November, 
1935, he disappeared while flying 
over Antarctica but was found in 
January, 1936, by a plane from 
the Australian exploration ship 
"Discovery." He again explored 

Antarctica by plane in 1939 and 
claimed 81,000 square miles of 
that land for the United States. 
Mr. Ellsworth was 71. 

CANADIAN OIL PIPELINE. 
The first section of the pipe-

line to carry oil produced in A1 
berta, Canada, to the Great Likes 
at Superior was opened in 1950 
and it is expected that the com-
pleted line will be finished this 
year. 
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"Warramnnga" Assists 

In Mercy Mission 

The Australian destroyer "War 
r.imunga", while serving in Kor-
ean waters, recently took part, 
with ships of three other Navies, 
in a sequence of events which 
had saved the life of an officer 
of a Canadian destroyer who sud-
denly became ill with acute ap-
pendicitis. 

In announcing this on May 16, 
the Minister for the Navy (the 
Hon. P. A. McBride) sjtid that 
the officer was Lieutenant Michael 
Barrow, R.C.N.. of Toronto, 
serving in H.M.C.S. "HViron," 
one of the destroyers screening 
the Royal Navy aircraft carrier 
H.MS. "Glory." After Sur-
geon Lieutenant W. Cooke, 
R.C.N., of "Huron," had diagnos-
ed Barrow's case as one of ap-
pendicitis he transferred him to 
H.M.S. "Glory," in which better 
Operation facilities were available. 
w Two days after an operation 
had been performed, complica-
tions occurrcd and Barrovv was 
placed on the dangerously-ill list. 

Surgeon-Commander J. H. 
Mitchell, R.N., of H.M.S. 
"Glory," then flew by helicopter 
to the United States aircraft car-
rier "Bataan" to confer with Lieu-
tenant J. McBridc, of the U.S. 
Army Medical Corps. 

Both doctors then flew back to 
H M.S. "Glory," and, after furth-
er consultation, dccidcd that Bar-
row should bo rushed to a U.S. 
Army hospital ashore for special-
ised treatment. He was put into 
a stretcher and carefully passed by 
jack-stay across to. "Warramun-
ga", which had comc alongside 
to within 10 feet of H.M.S. 
"Glory" so that he could be trans-
ferred with as little discomfort 
as possible. 

The "Warramunga" then pro-
ceeded at full speed to shore 
where Barrow was admitted to 
hospital. His condition has since 
improved. 

JACK THE HANDYMAN 
Jack h . . a lways baan a handymen. and n . ona has ever ques t ioned l ib 

but E / M Ray Black, of tha British su lAner ino Talamechus. recently 

W h e n t h . Roya l Austra l ian N a v y held . fete at the Balmoral S ubmar l na 

in a id of the Af f ray A p p e e l . this n ine-month i -o ld visitor required. and 

s o m . t . n d . r .Men t i on f rom his b . e r d e d " n u r w . 

T h . appea l » e . c onduc ted to raise funds to essi it the d e p . n d . n H 

of t h . British Submar i na A f f ray which was lost l e t . in Ap r i l . N o dac,,«.n 

been reached on t h . causa o f the loss. 
Counrty Sydiwy Mo rn i n i 

June. 1951. 
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R.N. STRENGTH TO BE INCREASED 
This Article Conveys T h e Reply Given By T h e Then First 
Lord Of T h e Admiralty, Viscount Hall, T o Critics Of T h e 
Proposals For Defence As Contained In T h e Navy Estimates 

For 1951-52. 

In the House of Lords on April 
U t h , the then First Lord of the 
Admiralty (Viscount Hall) said 
that the Government was satisfied 
that the Navy Estimates, together 
with any additional supplementary 
estimates .(outlined in the Editorial 
of the April issue of "The Navy") 
would make the necessary pro-
visions in man-power, money, 
ships and equipment. 

Lord Hall was replying to Lord 
Teynham, who asked if the Gov-
ernment was satisfied that the pro-
posals for defence were adequate. 
He said that the full programme, 
together with current construction 
when completed, would add 232 
new ships . to the existing naval 
strength. These would include 
powerful fleet carriers and de-
stroyers, and the programme 
would also provide for 24 frigates, 
of which t was hoped that some 
would be completed next year. 
The number of ships brought into 
service with the Fleet from reserve 
would be 60. They were not yet 
ready to proceed with the comple-
tion of the Tiger class cruisers, for 
fur ther research work was re-
quired with fire power and gun-
nery. 

The menace so far as Russia was 
concerned was not surface ships, 
but submarines. The total Russian 
submarine strength was about 360 
ships. The Soviet Union was also 
powerfully equipped for mining 
by sea and air and it was expected 

' tha t in any fu tu re war we should 
be faced with greater sea mining 
than in the last war. Against the 
background of these threats Gov-
ernment research was being con-
ducted and applied to ships and 
aircraft. Good progress was being 
made with naval aviation. O n the 

whole, recruitment was satisfac-
tory, but there was a need for 
additional recruits for aircrews. 

Provision was being made for 
the protection of merchant ships 
during war. The Admiralty had 
been storing material for de-gaus-
sing far a long time, and large 
orders had been placed recently as 
part of the accelerated defence pro-
gramme. He hoped this work 
would proceed as soon as possible 
with the full consent and co-opera-
tion of the shipowners. Sufficient 
stocks of dual-purpose weapons for 
arming the entire Merchant Navy 
in an emergency had already 
been accumulated and distributed 
throughout the United Kingdom 
and the Commonwealth, together 
with large quantities of auxiliary 
equipment. The Merchant Navy 
Defence course had been restarted 
in London, Liverpool, Glasgow and 
Newcastle with the object of 
familiarising personnel with the 
measures which would be taken by 
the Royal Navy for the protection 
of the mercantile marine in time 
of war. 

As for the 60 ships which would 
come into the Fleet f rom reserve, 
in the House of Commons on 
March 7th Mr . Callaghan, Par-
liamentary Secretary of the A d -
miralty, when replying to Com-
mander Noble, M.P. , said it was 
planned to bring these forward 
into the active Fleet this year, and 
that they would include two de-
stroyers, two frigates, three sub-
marines, eight ocean and 22 other 
minesweepers, two fast minelayers, 
and 21 smaller craf t . In addition, 
one light fleet carrier, one de-
stroyer, one landing (headquart-
ers) ship, and three anti-submarine 
frigates will be brought forward 
for trials and training. 

I k N a v y 

MEWS OF THE WORLD'S NAVIES 
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HISTORIC C A N N O N BALL. 
A cannon ball reputedly 

fired into their town by a 
British warship in 1813 was 
handed back to the Royal Navy 
by the officers of the Rehoboth 
Beach Legion Post of Lewes, Del-
aware, U . S . A , in the course of 
celebrations when the ship's badge 
of H.M.S. "Lewes" was present-
ed to the American city's civic 
authorities. H.M.S. "Lewes," 
formerly U.S.S. "Conway ," was 
one of the fifty American T o w n 
Class destroyers transferred to 
the Royal Navy in 1940. Gif ts 
t o commemorate the services of 
this class of ship h a w also been 
made to other American towns 
a f t e r which each particular ship 
was named. T h e cannon ball was 
returned contained in a mahog-
any box made from timbers of a 
British sloop-of-war, the "De 
Braake," which was lost off the 
American coast in 1798. A n in-
scription on the box records the 
circumstances under which the 
contents were "donated to Lewes 
by the Royal N a v y . " T h e thanks 
of the Admiralty have been ex-
pressed for the trophy, which will 
be displayed at the National Mar-
time Museum at Greenwich, Lon-
don. 

FRENCH N A V Y SHIP 
EXPLODES. 

T h e "Adour , " a French Navy 
landing ship loaded with troops 
and ammunition for Vietnam, ex-
ploded at Nhatrang, on the An-
namese coast, on May 18. Sev-
eral detonations occurred. The 
last detonation, several minutes 
af ter the first, tore off the ship's 
deck and blew a gap 60ft . long 
in her side. The explosions kill-
ed at least 50 of the soldiers and 
ship's crew and injured 150, many 
of the killed and injured being 
hurled into the sea with great vio-
lence. T h e troops and ammuni-
tion were about to be used in op-

erations against the Vietnamese 
rebel forces, but it is thought tha t 
the fire which caused the explo-
sions started accidentally below 
decks, whence it spread rapidly, 
setting off the explosives. 

H M A S . "SYDNEY" FOR 
K O R E A N W A T E R S . 

T h e Prime Minister announced 
on May 12 that the Common-
wealth Government had approved 
of the aircraft carrier H.M.A.S. 
"Sydney" proceeding to Korean 
waters about October next. H.M. 
A.S. "Sydney" would relieve the 
Royal Navy carrier H.M.S. 
"Glory" for some months, enabl-
ing the latter vessel to give both 
naval and air crews a well-earned 
rest af ter months of intensive op-
erations. T h e Prime Minister 
added that H.M.A.S. "Sydney" 
would make a substantial addition 
to Australia's contribution to the 
United Nations Forces. 

R.A.N .V .R. AIR S Q U A D R O N S 
T O BE FORMED. 

T h e Minister for the Navy 
(the Hon . P. A . McBride) an-
nounced on May 18 that the Roy-
al Australian Navy was making 
plans for the formation of a re-
serve air squadron of multi-seat 
aircraft in late 1952, followed sub-
sequently by a single-seater squad-
ron. H e said that these would be 
based a t Schofields, N .S .W. , 
which at present is a R.A.A.F. 
Station, but arrangements had 
been made for a R.A.N. Air Sta-
tion to be established side by side 
with the R.A.A.F. Personnel re-
quirements arc still under consid-
eration, but in the case of officer 
aircrew, it is likely that a first 
call will be made upon those with 
earlier service aviation training 
now in civilian life, w h o are still 
young and keen to resume flying 
as members of the R . A N . V . R . 
There will also be opportunities 
for others to join in certain 
ground capacities. 

VS. N A V Y D E P A R T M E N T 
REPORTS COLLISION. 

T h e United States Navy De-
partment reported on May 15 
that 36 persons were killed in a 
collision between a seaplane tend-
er and an oil tanker early on tha t 
day. T h e disaster occurred off 
Cape Henry, Virginia. The t ank ' 
er caught alight immediately and 
was soon engulfed and destroyed 
in the flames. 

H.M. P A K I S T A N SHIP 
"SIND" 

H.M.P.S. " S m d " which came 
to Australia to represent Pakistan 
at the Jubilee Celebrations and to 
take part in the combined Com-
monwealth Fleet manoeuvres off 
the Australian coasts, is under 
going a refit at Garden Island. 

VISIT OF S W E D I S H 
W A R S H I P S T O UJC. 

A Swedish naval squadron oi 
two cruisers, four destroyers anc 
six submarines, with a depot ship 
were programmed to visit th( 
Uni ted Kingdom in May and earl] 
June. The ships were to be a 
Rosyth between May 25 and 21 
and at Thames ports betwe 
May 30 and June 4. Some of t 
ships were to visit Chatha 
Greenwich, and Southend. 

U S . PILOT RESCUED 
BY R N . DESTROYBR. 

O n the first day of the Britii 
U.S. exercises held recently in t 
Mediterranean, a U.S. pilot » 
rescued uninjured by the destrc 
er "St. Kitts" (Commander G. , 
G. Ormsby, D.S.O., D.S.< 
R.N. ) . T h e pilot was flying wi 
a search and attack squadn 
when he experienced engi 
trouble and was forced to cot 
down in the Tyrrhenian Sea, c 
the south-western coast of It* 
The pilot did so without difficul 
and while he took to his nibfe 
boat some members of hi* gnu 
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jirclcd overhead, indicating his 
position, while other members of 
the group notified units of the 
British Home Fleet. The "St 
Kitts" came up and got him safely 
aboard. 

A / S A I R C R A F r FAIREY 17. 
The British Ministry of Supply, 

on behalf of the Admiralty, has 
placed an order with the Fairey 
Aviation Company for a substan-
tial number of the new twin-en 
gine anti-submarine aircraft .it 
present known as the Fairey 17. 
The selection of the Fairey 17 fol 
lows intensive trials, first by the 
manufacturers and then competi 
tive official tests by Ministry (it 
Supply test pilots, in conjunction 
with sea trials in H M.S. ' Illus 
trious." 

A R M S S H I P B L O W S U P A T 
G I B R A L T A R . 

The Royal Navy ammunition 
sljip "Bedenham," 1192 tons, 
bound from Plymouth to Malta 
and loaded with explosives, blew 
up at the ordnance wharf at Gib 
raltar on April 27 A lighter 
alongside the "Bedenham" also 
exploded. Actually, the explosion 
started in the lighter Both ship 
and lighter soon after had disap 
peared entirely, and next day the 
death roll stcxid at eight Smoke 
from the explosion completely 
blunged Gibraltar and the nearby 
Spanish town of La Linca in 
lhadow. Both the Anglican and 
loman Catholic Cathedrals were 
lamaged, as well as the Presby 
erian Church of St Andrew, 
nd all buildings in the vicinitv 
were flattened Civilians rushed 
or air-raid shelters as pieces of 
he exploded vessels fell in the 
nain streets of the town; many 
choolchildren were hurt by fly 
Kg glass from the shattered win-
bws of schools and other build 
igs. Naval armament experts 
nd secret service agents flew to 
be spot immediately, and rumour 
i Malta—not confirmed officially 
-is that the explosions were cau* 

d by a "doctoivd" depth charis-

B R I T A N N I A ' S T R I D E N T . 

Britannia's trident Britain's 
traditional emblem of sea mastery-

was broken from the marble 
figure at the foot of Queen Anne's 
statue outside St. Paul's one night 
last March. A watchman saw 
three men running round the 
statue inside the protecting rail 
ings. One was tabbing at the 
others with the trident. Ulti 
mately they jumped the railings 
and made olf laughing. One 
theory is that the theft was a pro-
test against the appointment of an 
American Admiral as Supreme 
Commander in the North Atlan 
tic. thus vesting him virtually 
with the command of the British 
Fleet Whatever the motive, 
vandalistic souveneiring of this 
kind cannot be too deeply deplor-
ed. 

C O M B I N E D R.N.-U.S.N. 
FLEETS IN M E D I T E R R A N -

EAN. 
The largest concentration of 

warships assembled in the Mcdit 
err,mean since World W a r II.. in 
eluding vessels of the Home and 
Mediterranean Fleets and the 
United States Sixth Fleet, took 
part in the combined British 
American naval cxerciscs i:i the 
Mediterranean on February 12 
and 1J. 

M E D I T E R R A N E A N 
EXERCISES. 

During the combined British 
American naval exercises held in 
the Mediterranean in February, 
the manoeuvres were watched by 
Admiral Robert B. Carney. Com-
mander-in-Chief. United States 
Naval Fbrces Eastern Atlantic 
and Mediterranean, from his flag-
ship. the heavy cruiser U.S.S. 
"Columbus." Vice-Admiral John 
J Ballcntine, U.S. Navy, com-
manded the U.S. Naval Forces in 
the exercises, while the British 
Mediterranean Fleet was com-
manded by Admiral Sir lohn 
Edclsten, K.C.B.. C.B.E.. and the 
British Home Fleet by Admiral 
Sir Philip L. Vian. K.C.B.. 
K B E., D.S.O. 

r " c ' 
T R I B U T E T O C O M M O N -

W E A L T H FORlTiS. 
Mr. Shinwell, British Minister 

of Defence, in a statement in the 
House of Commons on February 
20 paid a well-deserved tribute to 
the work of the Commonwealth 
Naval Forces operating in Kor-
ean waters. The Minister said 
"His Majesty's ships and aircraft 
of the Royal Navy- -together with 
ships of the Royal Australian. 
Canadian, and N e w Zealand 
Navies- have been engaged in 
maintaining the blockade of the 
west coast of Korea. They have 
also provided gunfire and air sup-
port for the United Nations' 
forces ashore. H.M.S. "Theseus" 
and her air group have particu 
larly distinguished themselves by 
operating at a remarkably high in 
tensity over a prolonged period 
The weather has been severe 
Our ships and aircraft have had 
to contcnd with arctic blizzards, 
snowstorms, and floating ice; and 
the buoyant spirit of our men 
Ml these difficult circumstances 
has been beyond praise." 
(Cheers.) 

W A R S H I P S IN COLLISION. 

H.M.S. "Vanguard" and H.M.S 
"Indomitable" were both slightly 
damaged in a collision while the 
"Indomitable" was berthing at 
Gibraltar in February during the 
Home Fleet's Spring Cruise The 
damage, however, was not suffi 
cicnt to prevent cither ship from 
taking part in manoeuvres and 
there were no casualties. The 
weather was squally at the time 

M E D I T E R R A N E A N FLFET 
A / A T R O P H Y . 

The Mediterranean Fleet Anti 
Aircraft Trophy for the best long 
range shoot in 1950 was won by 
H.M.S. "Vigo" (Commander M 
J. Greig, D.S.C., R.N.) . At the 
time of the shoot she was com-
manded by Commander R. D 
Franks. D.S.O., O.B.E., D.S.C.. 
R.N. T h e runncr-up was H.M.S 
"Liverpool," commanded by Cap-
tain J. D. Shaw-Hamilton, R.N 

>to Navy 

M A C H I N E R Y N O I S E 
L O C A T I O N . 

Acoustical detectives arc using 
noise circuits similar to electrical 
circuits to track down the sources 
of machinery noise 

An expert who tells industry 
how to build quieter equipment. 
Dr. Howard C. Hardy, supervis-
or of acoustics and vibrations at 
Armour Research Foundation of 
Illinois Institute of Technology, 
U.S.A., described the noise cir-
cuits which trace the paths of 
sound energy in a machine. Deal-
ing with the subject of "Control 
of Nfriisc in Mechanical Equip-
ment," Dr. Hardy said: 

"Jost as in a violin, the source 
of sound is the slipping action of 
the bow on the string, but the 
radiating surface is the body of 
the violin. The noise engineer 
must be careful to distinguish be-
tween the source of sound energy 
and the sources of radiated 
•sound." 

Once noise engineers have made 
diagrams of all noise energy paths 
in a machine, they can reduce 
the sources of sound or discon-
nect the circuit at some point. 
Dr. Hardy callcd the breaking of 
a noise circuit as "de-coupling'.. 
He cited the spring mountings 
used on car engines. The en-
gine shakes, but not the car itself. 

"There is just as much energy, 
but less noise," he explained. 

"Sometimes an experienced re-
search worker in noise reduction 
can quickly recognise the grem-
lins which cause the trouble," Dr. 
Hardy said. "More often, how-
ever, noise reduction comcs about 
by careful scientific analysis, good 
measurements, and keen engineer-
ing insight by a team of experi-
enced workers." 

Finding the original sound 
source in a machine is of ten com-
plicated by the fact that there 
are secondary sources between 
the energy source and the radiat-
ing surfacc, he added. T h e noises 
follow devious paths, all requir-
ing careful analysis. 

—"Safety Review," United 
States Information Service. 
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PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS... 

C A P T A I N H. L. H O W D E N , R.A.N., T O RETIRE. 

The then Minister for the Navy 
(the Hon. Jos. Francis) announc-
ed on April 27 that Captain H. L. 
Howdcn, C.B.E., R.A.N., Naval 
Officer - in - Charge, Fremantle, 
would retire on 3rd July and 
would he succeeded by Acting 
Captain F. Bryce Morris, A.D.C., 
R .A.N., at present Captain of the 
Dockyard and Deputy Superin-
tendent, Sydney. 

Mr. Francis said that Captain 
Howden, who was formerly a 
midshipman in the Royal Naval 
Reserve, joined the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy in that rank in 1916. 
He had been a Captain since June 
30, 1938. For nearly three years 
dur ing the Second World W a r 
he commanded the cruiser H.M. 
A.S. "Hobar t" , and was later 
Captain Superintendent of Train-
ing at Flinders Naval Depot. He 

was commanding officer of H.M. 
A S. "Penguin," the shore estab-
lishment at Balmoral, Sydney, for 
two years. He was appointed 
Naval Officer-in-Charge, Freman-
tle, in September, 1946. 

Captain Morns was a graduate 
of the Royal Australian Naval 
College. In the war he command-
ed H.M.A.S. "Nepa l" and later 
H.M.A.S. "Ballarat," and was 
Senior Officer of the 21st Mine-
sweeping Flotilla formed for ser-
vice with the British Pacific Fleet. 
In July, 1945, he went to Ma-
dang as Naval Officer-in-Charge, 
New Guinea, and organised the 
surrender of the Japanese forces 
in the New Guinea area. He had 
been Ciptain of the Dockyard and 
Deputy Superintendent, Sydney, 
since shortly after the end of hos-
tilities. 

N E W BRITISH N A V Y 
CHIEF. 

Viscount Hall, who was Brit-
ain's First Lord of the Admiralty 
from 1946, resigned in May and 
has been replaced by Lord Pak-
enham, previously Minister of 
Civil Aviation. 

D.S.M. A W A R D E D SYDNEY 
M A N . 

Chief Petty Officer W . A. 
Rose, of Sydney, has been award-
ed the Distinguished Service Med-
al. In announcing this on May 
25 the Minister for the Navy, 
Hon. P. McBridc, said that Chief 
Petty Officer Rose was coxswain 
of H.M.A.S. "Bataan" when it 
engaged a Communist battery on 
the Korean coast on Augus: 1. 
W h e n his term of service in the 
Royal Australian Navy expired he 
joined the dockyard police and is 
now stationed at H.M.A.S. "Kut-
tabul," Sydney. 

C O M M A N D E R RECEIVES 
M E N T I O N . 

The Minister for the Navy, 
Hon. P. McBridc, announced <>n 
May 25 that Commander W B 
Marks, of South Yarra, Mel-
bourne, has been mentioned in 
despatches. Commander Marks, 
as is well known, has commanded 
H.M.A.S. "Bataan" in Korean 
waters since last June. By the 
time this issue of " T h e Navy" is 
published "Bataan" will have re-
turned to Sydney for a two-
months refit. 

V I C E - A D M I R A L T H E 
EARL M O U N T B A T T E N O F 

B U R M A . 
If rumour is correct Vice-Ad-

miral the Earl Mountbatten of 
Burma is shortly to be appointed 
British Ambassador at Washing-
ton. This would necessitate the 
replacement of Sir Oliver Franks, 
the present Ambassador to the 
United States. Sir Oliver, it is 
said, is due for a holiday trip home 
shortly. However, authorities dis-
claim all knowledge of the re-
ported ambassadorial change. 
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N E W RJV. C O M M A N D . 
Vice-Admiral Sir William G. 

Andrews, who for some time was 
Flag Officer, Second-in-Command, 
Far East Station, and who at pres-
ent commands the United Nations 
blockade and escort force known 
as Task Force 95, in Korea, has 
been appointed Commander-in-
Chief of the American and West 
Indies Station. He will succeed 
Vice-Admiral Sir Richard V. Sy-
m< -ids-Taylor in October. 

N A V Y IN T H E FEMALE 
BLOOD. 

"1 always wanted to join the 
Services. The Navy was my ob-
vious choice," said a young re-
cru:t to the W R A N S recently. 
She was Miss Elizabeth House, 
22, of Vaucluse, N.S.W., the 
daughter of an English naval 
commander whose two sons also 
served in the Navy, and one of 
nine young women sworn into the 
W R A N S "at H.M.A.S. "Rushcut-
ter" on April 27. T w o New Zea-
land girls. Miss Melody Walker-
Grace and Miss Wanda Lulham, 
alsc were among those who sign-
ed ip. 

A D M I R A L DIES. 
Admiral William Rawdon Na-

pier, aged 74, who was First Naval 
Member of the Royal Australian 
Naval Board from 1926 to 1929, 
died on Sunday, 8th April, at his 
h o n e in Fareham, Hampshire. 

" W E S T R A L I A " BACK 
T'nc Huddart Parker motorship 

"Westral ia," refitted af ter years 
of Navy service and back on the 
Sydney-Fremantlc run, sailed 
from Melbourne on the first trip 
of her renewed service on Mon-
day, 2nd April. 

ICE CREAM 

The Cream of the Coast 
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THE BEGINNING OF THE 
MODERN BATTLESHIP 

The History Of Naval Ships And Warfare Abounds In Inter-
est, To Say Nothing Of Controversial, Subjects. The Subject 
Discussed In The Letter Published Below From Mr. J. Clare, 
Mosman, N.S.W., Is A Case In Point. The Letter Is Followed 
By A Brief Reply From The Editor. Mr. Clare Writes: 

"I have just received the March 
issue of your magazine and would 
like to commcnt on the articlc en-
titled "The Beginning of the 
Modern Battleship." Surely this 
is all WTong. 

"For many years shells had been 
available for shore artillery, but 
were not considered suitable for 
sea uses, in 1853 a Russian squad-
ron comprising six ships of line, 
two frigates, and three steamers, 
completely destroyed a Turkish 
force of seven frigates, three cor-
vettes, two paddle steamers and 
two transports. The Russians used 
shells. The battle of Sinopc led 
to the intervention of Britain and 
France and the Crimean W a r fol-
lowed. The navies that entered 
that war were of the old wooden 
walls type. 

"The vulnerability of t h e 
wooden ships to lire caused by big 
shells led to the development of a 
series of floating batteries armour-
ed with iron. Three French 
armoured batteries took part in 
action against forts at Kinburn in 
October, 1855. These w e r e 
'Devastation,' 'Lave,' and T o n -

Inante.' Britain also built two 
[batches; the first had wooden hulls 
[with armoured sides; and a later 
[series were of iron with side 
[armour. These ships were very 
w o w and were unsuitable for sea 
[work and had to be towed to their 
[stations, but were able to bombard 
khore batteries without damage to 
•themselves. 
I "The experience gained with 
khese floating batteries was of 
Inhje in developing sea - going 
•nnoured ships, France leading the 
•way with 'La Glorie,' laid down 
• B 1857, and launched in Novem-
ber , 1859. Britain answered with 

"Warrior,' laid down m June, 
1859, launched December 29, 
1860. 

' T h i s information was available 
to other naval powers, and when 
the American Civil W a r broke out 
in April, 1861, the Southern 
States, in order to overcome the 
advantage held by the North in 
having most of the shipbuilding 
and other manufacturing indus-
tries and also most of the naval 
ships, set out to improvise a type 
of ship that would be an advan-
tage over the more normal types 
held by their opponents. 

"Soon after the war started, the 
Southern States took the Norfolk 
Navy yard and a number of ships 
which were abandoned by the 
North after being set on fire to 
destroy them. One of these was 
the 'Merrimac,' which was re-
floated with her engines, etc., in-
tact, and had an armoured block 
house, as mentioned [in the 
article}, erected on the remnant 
of her hull. 

"The Northern States, on hear-
ing of this work, set out to devise 
and counter, and the 'Monitor' 
resulted. She was completed only 
just in time and she arrived at 
Hampton Roads, Virginia, on the 
afternoon of March 8th, 1862. 
About noon the same day the 
'Merrimac' (renamed 'Virginia') 
had attacked a group of Federal 
ships and sunk several of them. 
The next day the battle between 
the 'Monitor' and the 'Merrimac' 
took place. This was the first 
battle between armoured ships, 
but they were not the first ships of 
that type." 

[ W e thank Mr. Clare for his 
kind letter, and for the interesting 
matter contained therein, which 

we are pleased to publish. 
Yes, Mr. Clare is quite correct 

-correct, that is, in his historical 
statements, but not quite so cor-
rect in his progenitorial concep-
tion, the real beginning of the 
modern battleship. It is true, as 
Mr. Clare points out, that ships 
began after about 1854 to be 
armour-plated. But they were, .is 
Mr. Clare himself knows little 
more than replicas of the old 
"Wooden Walls" type, with guns 
mounted in the ships' sides and 
capable only of broadside firing 
Only with the development of the 
turret ship, capable of firing in all 
directions from deck and centrally 
placed revolving batteries, can the 
modern battleship be said to have 
begun. The "Merrimac" for the 
first time in history fulfilled the 
idea of a turret ship, and as such 
is generally regarded, as the article 
claimed, as the progenitor of thc 
modern battleship. The greatest 
error inherent in the article is that 
it tried to encompass so large a 
subject in so small a space—Ed ] 

Mr. FRANCIS EXPRESSES 
HIS REGRET. 

The then Minister for the Navy 
(the Hon. Jos. Francis) expressed 
his deep regret when he learned 
hope had been abandoned of res-
cuing any of the 75 officers and 
men from the British submarine 
"Affray." H e stated that a mcs 

sage had been sent from the Com 
monwealth Government to the 
United Kingdom Government ex 
pressing deepest sympathy at the 
loss of so many fine officers and 
men. The Minister added that 
he trusted that the families of 
those lost would find some consol-
ation in the fact that they had 
died in the service of their coun-
try while learning to defend it. 
and, as so many other men in 
the Navy had done through sue 
cecding generations, had sacri 
ficed their lives in the cause of 
duty. They were deserving of 
the highest tribute, for they had 
given all they had, just as men 
who had died in war. 

i t o NOT* 

CURBS S O U G H T O N 
JAPANESE SHIPPING. 

According to an A.A.P. news 
message from San Francisco 
(Sydney Morning Herald, 2th. 
May) fourteen United States ship-
ping lines operating in the Pacific 
on May 27 urged peace treaty re-
strictions on Japan's merchant ma 
rine activities. A programme for-
warded by them conjointly to the 
U.S. State Department at Wash 
ington under the sponsorship of 
the Pacific American Steamship 
Association suggested: 

Japan shfluld be allowed to re-
build her merchant marine in 
proportion to her re-entry into 
world trade. 

The base period for measuring 
Japan's renewed trade should he 
1930-1936. 

Japanese ships should carry no 
more than 50 per cent, of her ex 
l*>rts and imports, with the bal-
ance shared by other nations. 

Japanese ships should not en-
gage in cross-trade between two 
other nations. 

Japan should abide by estab-
lished rates. 

United States subsidies for Jap-
anese shipping should cease. 

U A N A V Y L A U N C H 
CAPSIZES. 

A 50ft. U.S. Navy launch, said 
to have nearly a hundred sailors 
aboard, capsiicd on May 23 in 
Newport Harbour, Rhode Island. 
U . S . A Casualties, if any, were 
unknown for a time, but later re-
ports indicate that 23 men were 
missing, presumed dead. 

N E W D U T C H MOTOR 
COASTERS. 

About 100 new motor coasters 
have been added to the Dutch 
merchant fleet since the war and 
about another fifty of the same 
type arc under construction, but 
on the other hand many of the 
survivals of pre-war years arc 
worn out and must soon be sent 
to the shiphrcakers 

J»M, 1*1. 
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FROGMEN AND CANOE TRAINING 
T H E S E C O N D W O R L D W A R S A W M A N Y N E W D E V E L O P M E N T S IN T H E T A C T I C S A N D 
" G A D G E T S " O F W A R F A R E A N D PROBABLY N O N E W A S M O R E S E N S A T I O N A L T H A N 
T H E BIRTH O F T H E F R O G M E N . T H E ERA O F THESE U N D E R W A T E R W A R R I O R S H A D 
BEGUN A N D S C H O O L S FOR T H E T R A I N I N G O F T H I S P A R T I C U L A R TYPE O F SERVICE-
M A N ARE N O W WELL ESTABLISHED. 

"A special Boats Section to pro-
* vide training tor personnel in 

swimming, both with and without 
s p e c i a l "frogman* equipment, 
canoeing, general landing craft 
work and the use ot weapons and 
explosives is to be formed shortly,"' 
says the Admiralty News Sum-
mary, "by the Merseyside Centre 
of the Royal Marine Forces 
Volunteer Reserve in H.M.S. 
Irweir at Morpeth Dock, Birken-

head. 

"This Section should be ot par-
ticular interest to men who are 
members of swimming or canoe 
clubs or who are interested in these 
pursuits, especially if they have 
previous Naval or Military service 
of this kind. It provides an oppor-
tunity to continue their practice 
while serving in a Volunteer Re-
serve Force. There are at present 
20 vacancies at the Merseyside 
Centre R.M.F.V.R. for Swimmer 
Canoeists, ot which a tew have 
already been filled by men 111 the 
Unit. Men in the Merseyside area 
who join the Unit specially to 
serve in the Special Boats Section 
will be given a minimum basic 
Royal Marines training and will 
then pass on to the Section." 

The history of this special type 
of war service, though only of 
comparatively recent origin, is 
already considerable and of par-
ticular interest, not only to those 
engaged in it, but also to the lay-
man. During the last war these 
amazing underwater warriors with 
long, webbed feet and rubber 
diving suits provided some of the 
mo6t spectacular episodes of the 
conflict. Appearing like some H. 
G. Wells or Jules Verne creation, 
they soon established themselves 
as a force greatly to be reckoned 

with and most urgently waged 
against. 

Italy was the first ot the war-
ring nations to adopt them and 
they made their first appearance 
on the morning of September 19, 
1941, and, spectacularly enough, 
at no other place than the Grand 
Harbour of Gibraltar. One of the 
safest ot safe places, one would 
have thought. But it wasn't so 
safe against those who had in their 
own unique way made it the 
scene of their first attack. A 
gentle boom on the harbour's 
rippled surface and the British 
naval tanker "Dcnbydale" lay 
mortally stricken; a 5001b. torpedo 
drawn and released underwater 
by the first of all frogmen had 
smashed in her undcrplatcs. 
Shortly afterwards, the 10,900-
ton freighter "Durham" and the 
2,444-ton tanker "Fiona Shell" 
settled down in the Bay of Gibral-
tar, seriously damaged by similar 
explosive weapons. 

The highly incredible had hap' 
pened. That a t t a c k on "the 
Rock's" shipping was the outcome 
of five years of clever experimenta-
tion by Italian scientists and the 
Italian Navy Department. Three, 
torpedoes had been used and each 
had been drawn by two men 
launched from an Italian subma-
rine in Gibraltar Bay. Later, long 
before Britain was able to re-
taliate with her own frogmen, the 
British battleships "Valiant" and 
"Queen Elizabeth" and a naval 
tanker were severely damaged by 
Italian human torpedoes in Alex-
andria Harbour. 

The Germans also had their 
frogmen who, although not in 
totality so spectacular in results as 
the Italians, accomplished some inv 

portant missions ,the most success-
ful perhaps being their damaging 
attack on the road and railway 
bridges over the Waal River in 
Holland. 

But British science and the 
Admiralty soon caught up with 
the enemy's devices and exp! .its. 
Many ot the heroic deeds per-
formed by the members of this 
new Section of Britain's anr.ed 
forces everyone a verit ole 
knight of the depths — will never 
be known in detail because al! :txi 
often there were no survivors. 
The job had been done, but no 
one will ever know how it was 
done or under what conditions. 

The first reprisal weapon used 
by British frogmen was the chariot, 
a two-man torpedo which was rid-
den astride, underwater, of course. 
Ships were sunk, minefields v. ere 
penetrated, locks and docks were 
blown up, patriots were spirited 
away from enemy coasts. British 
frogmen w e r e instrumental in 
clearing the harbours of the Nazis 
Western Wall of mines and tr^ps 
on D-Day. Frogmen were also 
used extensively in the later stages 
of the war in the Far East and the 
Pacific, where they had not only 
their job to do, but also, not in-
frequently, to beat off attacks by 
sharks, giant rays and octopi, ?.nd 
other dangerous denizens of the 
seas. The frogmen of Britain pro-
duced no lack of V.C. winners 
among their numbers. 

Tka Navy 

SEAS, SHIPS A N D SAILORS 

ElM.AJ." !«0 'W"WA« BUILT BY FAIRFIELD. GLASGOW, AND COMMISSIONED IN FEB.I94I. 
A DESTROYER OF THE Z/AV£l/N~CLASS, SHE DISPLACED I69O TOAIS, CARRIED 6-*-T, 
I -A - AND SEVERAL LIGHTER GUNS, AND 5-21 TQ0PED0 TUBES. DESIGNED SPEED WAS 36 KNOTS. 

. ' ' "£5n»7*V»"sr*vED IN MANV OPERATIONAL SPHERES , INCLUDING THE 
TM^^I^fc ...^.--A ^ ~a/SMAJfC#~HUNT, ATLANTIC, MEDITERRANEAN, INDIAN OCEAN 

\ , AND EAST-AFRICA. IN JULV IJAI, WHILE ESCORTING A MALTA-
' • l l f o y W I BOUND CONVOY, SHE RESCUED S00 MEN FROM THE 'SrONCY ST/U)' 
W i K i S v " ' ^ W H I C H MAD BEEN TORPEDOED OFF FANTELLABIA. ~/V£STO*" STOOD BY 

THE DAMAGED VESSEL AND SUCCESSFULLY ESCORTED HER To 
J / M w n ~ M A L T A UNDER INCESSANT AIR-ATTACK.... On OEC i^ r .V fSW' 
" Jan Al DESTROYED A LARGE GERMAN SUBMARINE OFF CAPE TRAFALGAR. 

EJUNE 19*2 FOUND " V J - J W 
AGAIN ON ESCORT DUTY 
WITH A MALTA CONVOY. BUT 
THIS FATEFUL VOYAGE WAS 
TO B E HER LAST.. 
AFTER Two DAYS AND NIGHTS 
OF CONTINUOUS ENEMY AIR-
ATTACK . V f S J W 'WAS STRAO-
LED BY THREE BOMBS ON 
156*2 Olf BOMS-A VERY 
NEAR MISS- s a w A LARGE 
MOLE UNDER MIR WATCRUNE. 
KlUJNC FOUR MEN AND HOOP-

ING BOTH BOILER BOONS 

Sown by the bows ano 
stopped, -vesron" became 
THE TARGET FOR CONCEN-
TRATED AIR-ATTACKS. BUT 
HER GUNS*CREWS. TOGETHER 
w i t h TH06E OF OTHER DEST-
ROYERS STANDING BY, SAVED 
HER FROM DESTRUCTION... 
H nS~J*V£UN~ TOOK HER IN 
TOW AFTER DARK BUT 
NE*T MORNING IT WAS DEC-
IDED TO ABANDON A SINK 
" E R . . . S O E N D E O ' / W S I W i ' 
BRIEF BUT GALLANT CAREER 
ANr> IN RECOGNITION Of THE 
SMipi STIRRING EXPLOITS.HER 
CAPTAIN,(COMMA*IKRm>SWnN 
RECEIVED THE D.S O ANO BAR. 

Jum, 1951. / 



A 
SAILOR'S ODYSSEY 

by 

Admiral of the Fleet 

Viscount 

Cunningham 

K.T. 

This Autobiography ol 50 
years in the Navy covers 
three wars and reveals bchind-
thcscenes details of many 
thrilling naval actions. It is 
also the intimate story of a 
very human person with a 

rare sense of humour 

Price 26/6 (post Hd) 

THE 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN 

NAVY 
by 

Frances M. McGuire 

This story of the origin, 
development and organization 
of The Royal Australian 
Navy tells how Australia camc 
to have a Navy, and how it 
serves the country in peace 
and war Fifty-eight illustra-
tions. many not previously 

published. 

Price 16/- (post 9d) 

ANGUS & ROBERTSON 
LTD. 

B o o l . f i l e r s Be P u b l i s h e r , 

89 Castlereagh St., Sydney 
Tel. MA 6511 

BOOK REVIEWS 
By A.R. 

MALAY WATERS '. By H. M. 
Stoughton, London. 

In years gone by Mr. H. M 
Tomlinson, wide, open-eyed travel-
ler, deep, warm-hearted humanist 
and one of the must eminent of the 
older stylists in English literature, 
gave us such books as, among 
others, "The Sea and the Jungle." 
"London River," "Gifts of For-
tune," "Gallions Reach," "Tide 
marks," and "The W i n d Is 
Rising"; now he comes to us with 
one about M.ilaya and the ship 
ping industry of the Malayan 
waters. Profoundly interested in 
the lights and shades of the East, 
and sensitive to every mood of the 
sea and swing of the compass, 
Tomlinson has always seen sea 
faring as it really is and inter 
preted it from experience. 

It is not surprising, therefore, 
that in this history of the Straits 
Steamship Company he should de-
vote the initial part of the hook 
mainly to an interpretation of the 
Malay seas and lands, based large-
ly on his own personal wanderings. 
Yet the book never fails to convey 
the historical background of the 
Company, and particularly the ser-
vices of its ships and the men who 
worked them. Unfortunately, in 

Tomlinson. (199 pp.). H o d d e r and 

covering the period of the Second 
World War, in which the Straits 
Steamship Company played so pro-
minent a part, he has been severe 
ly handicapped by the lack of per-
manent records and the denial by 
the Admiralty of access to its files. 

Nevertheless, as in all his books, 
Mr. Tomlinson makes sudden vivid 
pictures, all etched with whimsical 
tones, reflective stresses, and that 
masterful choice of words which 
make his prose writing so recog " 
nisable and memorable even among 
his most distinguished contempora-
ries. His coverage ranges from 
personal accounts of events at the 
time of the debacle of Singapore, 
with all its mingled tragedy, evil, 
and transcending recovery, to the 
almost incredible adventures of 
Captain A. Brown and his two 
commands. There is no vague re 
moteness in this book; it is not 
only the facts but the spirit erf the 
facts that Tomlinson is after and 
succeeds in conveying. The Com-
pany is to be congratulated on the 
choice of its historian; it could not 
have found a better in all the world 
of literature. 

RADAR OBSERVER COURSES 
According to the "Merchant 

Navy Journal", courses in radar 
for navigating officers arc now be-
ing held at four U.K.. ports, name-
ly, Lcith, Liverpool, Southampton, 
and South Shields. Students tak-
ing the courses arc not required 
to have a knowledge of electron-
ics. as the syllabus is designed to 
assist navigators to appreciate the 
full possibilities of navigational 
radar, and to make the best use 
of it. Stress is also laid on its 
limitations, and the safeguards ne-
cessary to keep radar in its proper 

perspective as an aid to naviga 
tion. 

Courses last two weeks, at the 
end of which officers are required 
to take an examination, conducted 
by the school authorities. Sue 
ccssful candidates receive a Radar 
Observers Certificate, which is 
approved by the Ministry ol 
Transport and based on a com 
parable standard for all schools. 

Training for radar observation 
is not compulsory, but the aim is 
to have at least three trained 
radar observers in each ship fitted 
with radar. 

» Tlx N«vy 

M e m b e r s o( the Eng ineer ing P roduct ion C o n v e n t i o n (lower r i g h t hend co rne r ) inspect C o c k a t o o D o c l du r i ng e tour o f S y d n e y 

industries recently. The c e r g o vessel Koomi l ye Is in the dock. 

Cour t r iy Sydney Morning Herald . 

H.M.A.S. "WARRAMUNGA" TO RETURN FROM KOREA 
The Minister for the N..vy 

has announced that the Tri-
bal class destroyer H.M.AS. 
"Warramunga". which has been 
serving with United Nations 
forces in Korean waters for eight 
months, would be relieved in Aug-
ust and would return to Sydney. 

The ship that would relieve 
her was the Tribal class destroy-
er H.M.A.S. "Bataan", which had 
already been in the Korean area 
for 10 months but would arrive 

June . I W I . 

in Sydney at the end of June for 
leave, refit and rccommissioning. 
She would sail for Korean waters 
again towards the end of July, 
with a new ship's company. 

After "Warramunga" had left 
the United Nations forces the 
Australian ships serving with 
them would be "Bataan" and the 
frigate "Murchison." 
. Mr. Francis said that he knew 
that the Australian people were 
proud that ships of the Royal 

Australian Navy would still be 
playing their part in helping to 
resist aggression. They wouM be 
able to demonstrate their pride 
when "Bataan" and "Warra-
munga" reachcd Sydney. If the 
welcomc accorded the ship's com-
pany of "Shoalhavcn" on her ar-. 
rival ^home from Korea last year 
could be regarded as a criterion, 
the welcomc to officers and men 
of the other two ships would be 
warm indeed. « ;J 
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E X - N A V A L M E N S 

A s s o c i a t i o n 
W r M - h - C I ! . ! 

of A u s t r a l i a 
Hit M«f.«fy Th* M«« 

The Hon. Federal Secretary has 
just received advice from the King 
George Fund for Sailors, London, 
indicating that Captain Stuart H. 
Paton, C.B.5., R.N., (Rtd ) , has 
become the General Secretary to 
the Trustees of the Fund in the 
United Kingdom. State Executives 
and Trustees of the Ex-Naval 
Men's Association administer the 
King George Fund for Sailors in 
Australia. At the present time the 
joint Trustees are Messrs. Angas 
McKee of Adelaide Sub-Section, 
Charles H. Hall of Melbourne 
Sub-Section and Aubrey Hodgson 
of Sydney Sub-Section. 

Trustees of the Services Can-
teens Trust Fund (Australia) have 
awarded the 1951 "Palmer and 
Dawson" Memorial Bursary to 
Master Barry Hewish of No. 1 
jPaterson Street, East Geelong, 

ictoria. Young Barry Hewish is 
the son of the late Sgt. A. L. 

iwish, who whilst serving with 
R.A.A.F. was killed in action 

xr returning from a raid over 
any. Readers will recall that 

lying Officers Palmer and Dawson 
e flying "Mosquito" Aircraft 

Squadron 464 during the 1939-
•J war. Whilst Denmark was in 

rman hands in March, 1945, 
Danish Resistance Movement 

1 vised the British that the Gestapo 
concerning the Danish 

ile were kept in certain build-
[s in the towns of Copenhagen, 
•hus and Odense, and it was 

important that these buildings 
their records should be de-

>ed. T o destroy the buildings 
bombing without also destroy-
the surrounding structures oc-

by the Danish people was 
very difficult task and meant that 

the aircraft crew would have to 
fly in daylight at almost roof-top 
level, thus making themselves an 
easy target for the anti-aircraft 
defences. 

At 8.50 a.m. on 21st March 
the "Mosquito" 'planes piloted by 
Flying Officers P a l m e r and 
Dawson, with a number of other 
'planes, took off from an advanced 
base to make the Copenhagen at-
tack, and nothing further was ever 
heard of either of these two Flying 
Officers or the two R.A.F. aircrew 
who were with them. Four other 
R.A.F. aircrew also lost their lives 
in this operation. The attack 
proved highly successful and most, 
if not all of the Gestapo records 
were destroyed. 

A t the conclusion of the war 
the Danish people wished to sig-
nify their gratitude to the R.A.F. 
and the R.A.A.F. for their work 
during the war on behalf of Den-
mark and they contributed a sum 
of money in special memory of 
the eight members who lost their 
lives in the difficult and dangerous 
attacks made on the Gestapo Head-
quarters at Copenhagen, Aarhus 
and Odense. A proportion of this 
money has been placed with the 
Trustees of the Services Canteens 
Trust Fund, who have established 
an education bursary to commemo-
rate the memory of the late Flying 
Officers Palmer and Dawson. 

As Flying Officer Palmer pre-
viously lived in Victoria and Fly-
ing Officer Dawson in New South 
Wales, the Bursary is being award-
ed alternately to a child resident 
in New South Wales and then to 
a child in Victoria. The award to 
one child will not necessarily be 
limited to one year only. The 
Bursary Award, which will ap-
proximate £40 per annum, will not 

be divided and will be open to 
children of ex-R.A.A.F. aircrew 
personnel who died on active ser-
vice whilst on operational duty. 
There shall be no minimum age 
limit. 

The Federal Executive reports 
that no further progress has been 
made at this stage regarding the 
contemplated affiliation of the 
Naval Auxiliary Patrol Association 
of N.S .W. with the Ex-Naval 
Men's Association of Australia. 
C o m b i n e d Executives are en-
deavouring to finalise the proposals 
which will be placed before the 
next Federal Conference for rati-
fication. 

N E W S FROM STATES. 
State Secretaries have recently 

advised Federal Council of the 
death of the following Association 
members—Victoria: Messrs. Jack 
E. Harding, Robert B. Hawthorne 
and William Swallow; New South 
Wales: James A. Flur, Henry J. 
Nokes, Daniel J. Seale and Cecil 
G. Gordon; South Australia: Leslie 
S. Pittaway, Edward A. T. Saw-
ford and Percy J. W . Treleaven. 
Condolences from the officers and 
members of the Association have 
been conveyed to the bereaved 
next-of-kin and families of the late 
members and old "shipmates." 

Transfers for the undermention-
ed members have now been ap-
proved and sent to the respective 
Hon. Secretaries. From Melbourne 
Sub-Section, F. L. Taylor to Syd-
ney; S. F. Rose to Latrobe Valley 
and C. R. Payne to Geelong Sub 
Sections. From S y d n e y Sub 
Section, H. T. Taylor to Adelaide 
A . J. Slater to Melbourne; A. W 
Evans and E. J. Longley to Can 

Tto Navy 

AARONS 
EXCHANGE 
HOTEL 

I GRESHAM STREET 

SYDNEY 

Only the Bast Brands 
Stocked. 
Dining Room 
Unsurpassed. 

AARONS 
EXCHANGE 
HOTEL 

ORDER FORM 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE 
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post free in the British 
Empire. I send Postal No te / 
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issues. 

(Add exchange where 
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Commencing from: 

terbury-Bankstown Sub-Sections. 
From Perth Sub-Section, W . E. 
Talbot to Melbourne Sub-Section. 
From Papua (N.G.) Section, Miss 
S. M. Webb to Melbourne S.S. 
Miss M. Hanley has returned to 
Western Australia and taken up 
duty as Minute Secretary to the 
Western Australian State Coun-
cil. The Navy Club at Fremantle 
has furnished the 1950 Balance 
Sheet to Federal Council. The 
activities and progress of the Club 
has more than astounded the 
Federal Officers who have been 
watching the project. Mr. George 
Cabannes, who was a "boy" in the 
old battle-cruiser "Australia" whilst 
in the Grand Fleet, would like to 
hear from any old "shipmates." 
Mr. Cabannes has been in hospital 
for a number of years through a 
war injury and would welcome 
books, magazines, letters, etc., 
which should be posted to him 
at " D " Ward , M.O.P. Hospital, 
Chepstow, Monmouth, S o u t h 
Wales. Mr. Cabannes would ap-
preciate an old "Australia" cap 
tally for his collection. The Ex-
Naval Men's Association of New 
Zealand may affiliate with the 
Royal Naval Association in the 
United Kingdom shortly. 

SUEZ C A N A L 
RESTRICTIONS. 

A Cairo Press report on May 
29 says that the British Ambassa-
dor to Cairo, Sir Ralph Steven-
son, has handed a fur ther protest 
to Egypt against restrictions on 
Suez Canal traffic. Egypt takes 
the view that the restrictions are 
aimed at Israel only, and that she 
is doing everything possible to 
minimise their harmful effects on 
the commerce and shipping indus-
try of other nations. Britain, 
France and the United,States say 
that the searching of ships by 
Egypt is seriously interfering with 
the proper passage of traffic 
through the canal and should 
therefore be stopped. 

A. J. C. 
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With the threat of aggression growing greater each day, 
the need for rapid expansion of the defence forces becomes 
increasingly urgent. Especially urgent is the need for 
seasoned ex-servicemen whose knowledge and experience 
can be of incalciilable value to the young enthusiastic 
but untrained men now answering the nation's call to arms. 
Attractive opportunities await ex-servicemen in all three 
service's, on a full time or part time basis. 
Re-enlistment with previous rank is possible in many 
cases. 
Enquire now. 
Trained helpful servicemen from all services will answer 
your enquiries and give full details of new liberal pay 
scales without any obligation to you a t the:— 

Defence Forces 
Information Bureau 

in any of the following cities—Sydney, Melbourne, Bris-
bane, Adelaide, Perth, Hobart, Launceston. 

AGE LIMITS AND 
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

Navy: R e - e n t r y u p 

r a t i n g o r a h o t 
a p p l i c a n t h a s 
t h e S e r v i c e m 

t o 47 y e a r s f o r 
p r o v i d e d AIM,!-: 
< I .e . n h- Id a n d 
n-en a w a y f r o m 
b a n f i v e y e a r s . 

eiv let Army: W i t h p r e v i o u s 
P r i v a t e , 18 t o ."5" y e a r s f o r r e -
e n t r y . W i t h p r e v i o u s s e r v i c e a s 
a n N .C .O. . 18 t«» ::.*. y e a r s . W i t h 
i n s t r u c t i o n a l e x p e r t e n e e in c e r t a i n 
c o r p s , u p t o 4 3 y e a r s . T r a d e s m e n 
s u b j e c t t o t r a d e t e s t s , u p t o 41 
y e a r s . 

Air Force: ( . r o u n d s t a f f . 18 t o 48 
y e a r s . E x - X . C . O . W i r e l e s s A i r C u n -
t i e r s a n d O p e r a t o r s t o J 8 y e a r s . 
P i l o t s a n d N a v i g a t o r s r e - e n t e r e d 
u p t o 3o y e a r s ( s l i g h t l y o l d e r if 
w i t h e x c e p t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e ) . 

Port-time Service. T h o s e w h o c a n n o t 
e n l i s t f o r f u l l - t i m e S e r v i c e r a n 
s t i l l p l a y a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t in 
A u s t r a l i a ' s d e f e n c e b y j o i n i n u t h e 
C i t i z e n M i l i t a r y F o r c e s , th . - R o y a l 
A u s t r a l i a n N a v a l R e s e r v e , t h e 
A c t i v e C i t i z e n A i r F o r c e o r 
R . A . A . F . K e s e r v . . 

If you cannot call, send this coupon for full information 
Deputy Director of Recruiting, Name 
<5.1'.O. P.ox XYZ, in any of the above cities. Address 
Please send inc. without obligation, full details of enlist-
ment (Indicate with cross in square which desired.) 

] AI'.MV p NAVY Q AIR FORCE All Three 
Services Q Full Time Q I*:irt Time. 

DREX2f3 II 

The Navy, the Army and the Air Force 
urgently need experienced men 

Building Publishing Co. Ptv. Lid., 20 Loftu* Street, Sydney-



Siamirua 
< ^ l / o } t e d ^ o m (Trusaber e i o t k 




