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""NAVY ™ NEXT M0NTH 

L
ET us start off by wishing our readers the best for 1950 

including, we hope, the best issues of "The Navy" 
which we have so far produced. To do that we have, we 
know, a long way to go. There is much that we have to do 
before we make "The Navy" just as good as we want it to be. 
But we have, we feel, improved in the three years since the 
magazine came out in its' new, enlarged form. And we are 
going ahead to improve still more, and to give you the journal 
you want to fill your nautical needs in reading and pictorial 
matter. So, all the best for 1950. In the meantime, here 
is something of what we shall have in the February issue: 

T H E " O R I Z A B A " G O E S W E S T 

Forty-five years ago on the 13th. of this month, the 
Orient and Pacific Steam Navigation Company's "Orizaba" 
sailed from Tilbury for Australia. On the 16th. of Febru-
ary, after an uneventful voyage, she reached Western Aus-
tralia—and, in hazy weather, ended her life on the Five 
Fathom Bank • itside Fremantle. In the anniversary month, 
the February issue of "The Navy," our contributor " I B . " 
tells the story of the voyage and loss of the "Orizaba" in a 
fully illustrated article of great interest. 

T H E U.S. C O A S T G U A R D A N D O C E A N SAFETY 

"The work of the United States Coast Guard is never 
done . . . Day in and day out, the Coast Guard is at work, 
helping to make the seas safer for the commerce of all 
nations": and, in an article illustrated with dramatic and 
spectacular photographs, some aspects of the U.S. Coast 
Guard's work on behalf of international safety at sea arc 
described in the forthcoming issue of " T h e Navy." 

T H E R.A.N. SICK BERTH STAFF. 

In the September last issue of " T h e Navy." Mr. ' J . D. 
Hoysted wrote of the growth of the Sick Berth Branch of 
the Royal Australia Navy, writing with authority as one of 
the members of that important Branch of the Service. In 
the forthcoming issue, he follows this up with a second article, 
telling of the developments in the Branch to its present-day 
position. ' 

G E N E R A L 

All the usual features of your Australian .Maritime Journal 
- Anniversaries of the Month, Nautical Question Box, 
W h a t the Navy is Doing. Maritime News of the World, etc., 
and the latest from the Navy League and Ex-Naval Men's 
Association. 
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Whyal la - Australia's 
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T N D U S T R I A L expansion at Whyalla , S.A., is clearly illustrated in thil 
aerial pho tograph showing the Broken Hil l Proprietary 's shipyard and 

blast furnace plant ( on l e f t ) . T h e photograph was taken prior to the 
launching of the s.s. " I r o n Y a m p i " (seen in the centre fo r eg round) on 
September 1, 1947. Four ships of this 12,500-ton ore-carrying type will 
be built. T h e yard has completed sixteen vessels to date. Foe ambitious 
and enterprising young Australians, splendid oppor tuni t ies for remuner-
ative employment exist at Whyal la . 
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" T H E N A V Y IS H E R E " 
Sir, 
I have been reading with interest 

the Octobcr issue of "The Navy" 
and have come across an article on 
a new publication. "The Navy is 
Here," and I was wondering if it 
will be possible to purchase this 
book in the newsagents or, if not, 
if I were to send a postal note to 
you, could you forward a copy to 
me? Congratulations on the fine 
magazine yqu are turning out. 

Yours, etc., 
S. M. Zouch, 
14 Queen Street, 
Woollahra, N.S .W. 

The letter, and the congratula-
tions, are appreciated. As was 
pointed out in the October issue of 
"The Navy," the proceeds from 
the sale of the small souvenir book-
let, "The Navy is Here," are in 
aid of the Memorial Chapel at 
Flinders Naval Depot. The book-
let is not on sale at newsagents. 
Copies could be obtained from the 
Senior Chaplain, H.M.A.S. "Lons-
dale," Port Melbourne, Vic. W e 
have had pleasure in obtaining 
and forwarding a copy to Mr. 
Zouch. 

—Ed., "The Navy." 

S U B M A R I N E "J.I ." 
P H O T O G R A P H S 

Sir, 
No doubt I am being a little 

optimistic in this request. My hus-
band was in the crew of H.M. 
Submarine "J.I." which arrived in 
Sydney in August, 1919. The 
Captain was Lieutenant D'Oyle-
Hughes. The boats had the photo-
graphs of the crews taken on 
board, and I am wondering if I 
could procure a copy of that of 
the "J I V crew through your 
magazine. W e are regular sub-
scribers to "The Navy," which 
we procure through Souths Book 
Shop, Willis Street, Wellington. 
Hoping you will be able to help 

Yours, etc., 
(Mrs.) .Grace Anglis, 
I Bourke Street, 
Kilbirnie, E.J, 
Wellington, N. Z. 

Thank you for your letter. W ? 
are making enquiries to see if we 
can help you. In the meantime, if 
any other reader of "The Navy" 
knows of the required photograph, 
it would be much appreciated if he 
would write to the Editor, or get 
into touch direct with Mrs. Anglis 
at the above address. 

—Ed., "The Navy." 

O L D " Y A R R A ' S " W A N T E D 

A correspondent who is con-
structing a model of H.M.A.S. 
"Yarra"—the destroyer of the 
1914-18 War—is anxious to get 
into touch with one of the En-
gineer Officers who served in that 
ship during her period in the Arc-
tic. If any reader can help, and 
would advise the Editor, the neces-
sary contact will be established. 

—Ed., "The Navy." 

S O U T H E R N O C E A N ICE 
Sir, 

In the October issue of "The 
Navy" the first picture relating to 
old-time warships gives H.M.S. 
"Powerful" as having only three 
funnels. Quite obviously a mis 
take, she and "Terrible," her sister 
ship, having four. Could you let 
me know the northern limit of 
drifting ice in the Great Southern 
Ocean? On passage in S.S. "In-
drapura," Cape Town to Mel-
bourne, in May, 1914, early one 
morning several witnesses hesides 
myself saw icebergs, we then be-
ing about eight day out from the 
Cape. That night Captain Craven 
made an emphatic denial that any 
ice was about. Personally, I be-
lieve that he was doing a good job 
for his passengers, and inciden-
tally, for his company, especially 
in view of the comparatively 
recent "Titantic" disaster. There 

January, 1MB. i i r 
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were over 8(10 migrants on board, 
including many young children 
and women, and their peace of 
mind would be the first considera-
tion of a ship's officers. The an-
nouncement was made at a con-
cert. No public address systems in 
those days, of course. (I touch my 
cap!). I remember we few were 
looked upon from then on as 
scaremongers or something much 
worse. Should time and space per 
mit, possibly at a later date, would 
you kindly tell the story of the 
S.S. "Etruna, ' engaged in the 
North Atlantic trade about 1884? 
I much enjoy reading my copy'of 
The Navy." PS. As a native 

of Pompcy# I have seen HfM S 
"Powerful" many times. 

Yours, etc., 
Edw. A. Nash, 
54 Kendall Street. 
West Preston. 
Vic. 

Thank you for your letter, and 
for directing our attention to the 
wrong picture title to "Powerful" 
in the October issue. A number of 
our readers have written in on this 
matter, as you no doubt noticed 
from "Letters io the Editor" in 
the December issue. Regarding ice 
in the Great Southern Ocean, the 
normal northern limit for bergs is, 
hetween the months of November 
and March, in the vicinity of 46 
degrees to 44 degrees South Lati-
tude, up to about 6th Meridan. 
East of that the limit is more 
southerly. But occasionally bergs 
arc sighted further North, up t6 
39 or 40 degrees South. The 
"Australia Directory," Vol. 1, 
states: "Independently of t h e 
severity of the climate occasionally 
experienced in high latitudes, there 
exists the lurking danger of dis-
rupted masses of ice and icebergs 
of large dimensions. The absence 
of approximate positions of these 
dangers cannot be depended on for 
any season of the year; they are, 
however, rarely encountered nortfi 

of lat. 40 degrees South. Never-
theless, there are instances of ice-
bergs being seen off the Cape, and 
north of lat. 40 degrees South as 
far as long. 60 degrees East, and 
it is, therefore, desirable to keep a 
good look-out for them. Between 
40 degrees and 45 degrees South 
they have occasionally been met 
with as far as 65 degrees East; on 
the 45th parallel to 135 degrees 
East, and on the 50th paiallel to 
140 degrees East. In one year 
(July, 1895), 13 icebergs were 
passed by the steamship 'Tainui,' 
between lat. 44$ degrees South, 
long. 44 degrees East, and lat. 45) 
degrees South, long. 67 degrees 
East. And in the same month the 
steamship 'Port Chalmers' collided 
with an iceberg in lat. 44 degrees 
55 minutes South, long. 52 degrees 
23 minutes East." In the summer 
of 1921, the "Runic" sighted ice 
when bound from the Cape to 
Australia, and somewhere in the 
vicinity of the 40th parallel. 
N —Ed., "The Navy." 

.FIVE-BLADED PROPELLER 

Sir, 

Your paragraph in the Novem-
ber issue (page 23) of "The 
Navy" about the five-bladed pro-
peller of the "Saint Gregory" 
prompts me to mention another of 
this type. The American Pacific 
Coast marine Press has lately given 
a lot of publicity to a five-blader 
fitted last month to the "R.G. 
Follis," a tanker of the Standard 
Oil Fleet. The vessel was built by 
the Sun yard in 1946, but this 
year went into Bethlehem's San 
Francisco yard for the replacement 
of the propeller. It was the yard's 
largest job of this nature, weigh-
ing 18 tons, and is the first five-
blader built on the Pacific Coast. 
Some reader who specialises in en-
gineering or design might care to 
enlighten me regarding the advant-
ages—theoretical or practical—of 
this design. I am only a recent 
addition to your list of subscribers, 
but haw found "The Navy" well 
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worth taking. Good luck to you 
Yours, ctc., 

N. L. McKellar, 
Tamworth Base Hospital. 
P.O. Box 83, 
Tamworth, 
N.S.W. 

Thank you for your letter, and 
for the good wishes you kindly ex-
press therein. If any reader with 
knowledge of propeller design 
cares, as Mr. McKellar suggests, to 
give us the benefit of his views on 
this matter, we would be happy to 
publish them. 

—Ed., "The Navy." 

H.M.S. " C H A L L E N G E R " 

Sir, 
"I.B.'s" informative article, 

"Wr>tcher, Old Timer," has been. 
I'm sure, welcomed by all those to 
whom it was dedicated. Forty 
years is a long way back, ancfc 
names and dates are so easily for-
gotten; for this reason his article 
is doubly acceptable. T o keep the 
record straight, however, a couple 
of corrections are necessary in re-
gard to H.M.S. "Challenger." In 
the first place, this ship was a 
"Second-Class Protected Cruiser," 
not a Third-Class Cruiser, as stat-
ed. Second, and more important, 
the Captain of that ship, re-
peatedly referred to a "E.F.G." 
Gaunt, was Guy Gaunt, a younger 
brother of E.F.G., both of them 

1 being sons of the late Judge Gaunt, 
of Ballarat and Melbourne. Guy 
Gaunt, who served an apprentice-
ship (or part of one) in sail in the 
Merchant Service before joining 
the R.N. , won fame as a Lieuten-
ant during the Samoa n troubles of 
1899. Gaunt, as a Lieutenant of 
H.M.S. "Porpoise," organised the 
native defences, and licked into 
shape a body afterwards known as 
"Gaunt 's Brigade." In his post-
"Challenger" years be became the 
British Naval Attache at Washing-

ton, U.S.A., and as such took an 
a^ive part in thwarting the sabot-
age efforts of Captain von Rin-
telen and other Germans prior to 
America's entry into the 1914-18 
W a r . He subsequently became a 
Member of Parliament in Eng-
land, and the last I heard of him 
he was living in retirement in the 
tax-free paradise of Tangier. Cap-
tain Guy Gaunt was the most un-
orthodox skipper I ever serv ed un-
der. He "took over" from Captain 
Da Costa at Hobart in April, 1910, 
in civilian attire, his uniform hav-
ing gone astray somewhere. I 
can still visualise the green Hom-
burg hat with its feather, worn at 
an angle of 45 degrees, the rather 
loud check suit, and the green 
handkerchief tucked up one sleeve, 
in which our new skipper paraded 
for the first few days. Some 
months later "Challenger" spent 
a long period of quarantine just 
inside Cape Moreton, an old pilot 
station, Bulwer, being used as a 
mump camp. In a disreputable 
rig whidf no wharfie would wear 
to shovel phosphate. Captain 
Gaunt used to go ashore with a 
"pusser's" shovel over his shoulder, 
and proceeded to work out irriga-
tion problems by cutting patterns 
of trenches in the sand. The photo-
graph of "Challenger" on page 12 
of the November issue of "The 
Navy" was taken in 1910—not 
1912—two days out from Hobart 
to Fremantle. I watched the an-
tics of the photographer—an offi-
cers" steward, J think—of "Power-
ful," trying to get steady enough 
to snap the shutter on one of the 
many occasions when "Challenger" 
over ran her station. Incidentally, 
half an hour later both ships hove 
to to repair damage and secure 
gear, and remained at four knots 
heading ,the seas all night. I have 
an excellent reason for remember-
ing the date this photograph was 
taken—April 50, 1910. A t day-
light that morning, as signalman 
of the watch. I "sneaked" aloft 
without permission to retrieve the 
starboard lower yard-arm halyard! 
that were/ streaking away in the 
breeze. The ship gave a daddy of 
a roil—similar to the one in the 

photograph — the seizing of the 
foot-rope bearing my weight car-
ried away, and I was left hanging 
by both hands to the yard-arm, 
with nothing under my feet. The 
sea seemed mighty close, too! The 
corresponding roll to port enabled 
1ne to get a leg oves the yard, and 
so on back to the mast. I wasn't 
worried at the moment—it hap-
pened too quickly. But by the 
time the Commander (Luxmoorc)^ 
and the O.O.W. had finished with 
me on the bridge, I was scared to 
death. Yes! Those old "Chally" 
days were good old days, "I.B." 

Yours, etc., 

' C. B. Norton, 
487 Mowbray Road, 
Lane Cove, 
Sydney, N.S .W. 

Many thanks for your most in-
teresting and informative letter, 
which will, we know, be valued by 
"LB.," and will be of great inter-
est to our readers generally. 

—Ed., "The Navy." 
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GENESIS OF THE R.A.N. 

T N this issue of "The Navy" we publish a review 
of a book by Mr. G. L. Macandie, "The Genesis 

of the Royal Australian Navy." Mr. Macandie 
has spent a lifetime in the Naval Forces of Aus-
tralia : first in the Queensland Marine Defence 
Force; later, after hems, through his association 
with the "Father" of the Royal Australian Navy, 

• Admiral Creswell, at the centre of developments 
* throughout the period of the birth of the Navy: 

and finally, until his retirement in l'J46, as one 
of the senior Civil Officers of the Royal Australian 
Navy as we know it today. 

He is thus peculiarly well equipped to have 
compiled and prepared this book, which is a most 
valuable contribution to Australian history. The 
considerable amount of work involved has been 
for him, during his retirement, a labour of love. 

f The result .is a permanent record of a most im-

portant phase of Australia's "growing up" period: 
of her evolution from the status of a collection of 
Colonies to an independent Dominion. 

The great importance of this record lies in the 
fact that it was largely through the acquisition of 
a Navy of her own that Australia, in common 
with her sister Dominions, achieved the actual 
status of a self-governing Dominion when she did. 
The establishment of independent Naval forces 
within the framework of the Empire created an 
entirely new set of relationships among the com-
ponent parts of the Empire. A situation was 
ivached which made it imperative that the Empire 
as a whole should be guided by a common policy 
in regard to the other nations of the world. If, 
•vs Sir Edward Grey made clear at the Imperial 
Conference of 1911, the action of fighting foro.-s 
in different parts of the Empire were determined 
by divergent views of foivign policy, the Empire 
would not consent to share the resulting liability, 
the risks of which it could not gauge. "The 
creation of separate fleets," he said, "has made it 
essential that the foreign policy of the Empire 
should be a common policy." 

This recognition by the senior partner in the 
Empire bore immediate fruit, in that from then 
on, the Dominions were consulted, and their con-
currence secured, in matters of foreign policy 
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affecting the Empire as a whole; a condition 
which had not hitherto obtained. It was the 
first step towards that recognition of equality of 
status in which, as Mr. Lloyd George, when Prime 
Minister of Great Britain, said at the Imperial 
Conference of 1921, the Dominions "attained full 
national status, and now stand beside the United 
Kingdom as equal partners in the dignities and 
responsibilities of the British Commonwealth." 

THE UNFOLDING STORY 

Mr. Macandie's contribution to Australian his-
tory, through the voluminous documents he pub-
lishes and from which he quotes, is a tribute to 
the realism and commonsense of the authorities 
both in Great Britain and in Australia in their 
solving of the problem presented by the Aus-
tralians' wish to possess their own Navy. 

It was a problem on which good feeling could 
easily have been wrecked. On the one hand 
there was the natural Australian aspiration to take 
an active part in Australian Naval defence, to 
have a fleet over which Australia exercised con-
trol; and, more especially, to have a fleet in 
which Australians could be trained and which 
Australians would eventually command. On the 
other hand there was the stand by Admiralty, on 
firm strategical ground, that "The sea is all on-, 

•and the British Navy, therefore, must be all one; 
and its solitary task in war must be to seek out 
the ships of the enemy wherever they are to be 
found, and destroy them. At whatever spot, in 
whatever sea, these ships are found and destroy-
ed, there the whole Empire will be simultaneously 
defended in its territory, its trade, and its inter-
ests." As Lord Selborne, then First Lord of the 
Admiralty, told the Colonial Conference of 1902: 
"It is desirable that the populations of the Do-
minions beyond the seas should become convinced 
of the truth of the proposition that there is no 
possibility of the localization of naval force, and 
that the problem of the British Empire is in no 
sense one of local defence." 

It would have been easy to have reached an 
impasse. As it turned out, by the use of under-
standing and compromise <Jn both sides, a happy 
solution was reached by which Australia has her 
own Navy, controlled by her own Government, 
administered by her own Naval Board, officered 
and manned by her own nationals, and paid for 
and maintained by her own people; yet complete-
ly and perfectly integrated with the Royal Navy, 
with ships, officers, and men of equal efficiency, 
interchangeable at a moment's notice with com-
plete assurance of full mutya! confidence, know-

ledge, and ability. Training, intelligence, tech-
niques, and traditions are common to the two 
Services which are thus virtually one. It is a 
relationship which is an outstanding example of 
that British genius for reaching an arrangement 
whose flexibility meets what appear to be oppos-
ing demands. It is a relationship which has stood 
the test of time, and the strains of two. world 
wars. No stronger link than that of the two 
Navies exists between Australia and her British 
partner in the Commonwealth of Nations. 

This relationship was not reached easily. The 
arrangement took considerable hammering out, 
considerable adjustment of what could have been 
irreconcilable points of view. Much credit goes 
to those in Australia, who, themselves seamen, 
conceived the ideal of an Australian Navy and 
pressed their claims in and out of season, and 
to those in the Government who supported those 
claims. Much credit goes also to the Admiralty 
who, having accepted the Australian aspirations, 
have since fostered and encouraged them, have 
given the services of distinguished and devoted 
officers to the Royal Australian Navy, and have 
helped that Navy to its present status. All con-
cerned have been well repaid. The Royal Aus-
tralian Navy is today not only a part of that Em-
pire Navy which secures our sea communications 
"at whatever spot, in whatever sea," is necessary; 
it is also a fully-fledged Navy in its own right, 
proved in war as well as in peace. 

The road by which this was achieved is marked 
by major signposts in Australian history, and in 
preserving them in this book, Mr. Macandie has 
performed a service of national importance. 

' The N a v y ' 

is Your Guide 

to Naval Affairs 
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With lovely hull lines, the Port Line's new "Port Brisbane" displays something new in ship design 
in her streamlined superstructure. 

AN ESSAY IN STREAMLINING 
THE PORT LINE S "PORT BRISBANE" — ONE OF THE MOST EXPENSIVE CARGO 
VESSELS EVER BUILT — IS A FINE EXAMPLE OF PRESENT DAY BRITISH SHIP 
CONSTRUCTION. b y reuben RANZO 

QUITE » number of years ago 
now, when the writer of 

this article was an apprentice in 
the British Merchant Service, 
fo'c'slc yarns used to be current 
regarding a mythical ship called 
the "Nonsuch." As to whether 
or no she ever then existed, he is 
still in the dark. 

The story ran that she J. IS 
built and operated by an eccentric 
who had the interest of the sea-
man at heart. Sailors slept in 
cabins between sheets, dined in 
mess rooms off cloth-covered 
tables, enjoyed such amenities as 
a recreation room, and were, in 
fact, treated more as passengers 
than as shellbacks. She was, 
legend averred, a failure as a 
social experiment; for the sea-
men failed to appreciate what 
was done for them, and cut the 
sheets up for brass rags, half-
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inched the cutlery, destroyed 
their comfortable lounges, and 
generally broke the heart and 
faith of their would-be bencfact-

But now the "Nonsuch" has 
become a fact, as is evidenced in 
quite a number of ships sailing 
the seas today, among them the 
subject of these notes the Port 
Line's new "Port Brisbane", one 
of the recent new arrivals in the 
Australian - United K i n g d o m 
trade. 

As the photographs herewith 
illustrate, the "Port Brisbane" is 
something of a departure in ship-
building; the first really stream-
lined vessel. She was built by a 
firm which has had considerable 
experience with Port Line ships. 
Swan, Hunter, and Wigham 
Richardson have built sixteen 

"Ports" since they built their first 
in 1925. 

This one, which they complet-
ed last year - she is now home-, 
wardbound on her second voy-
age—is of 11,950 tons dead-
weight; 5 59 feet 10J inches over-
all length; of a moulded breadth 
of 70 feet and moulded depth of 
43 feet; and measures 11,941 tons 
gross tonnage. 

A motor ship, she is propelled 
by twin-screw Wallsend-Doxford 
balanced type, opposed piston, 
reversible engines, which were 
constructed by the Wallscnd Slip-
way and Engineering Company 
Limited. Each engine has six cyl-
inders of 670 millimetre bore and 
2,320 millimetre combined stroke, 
working on the single acting two-
stroke cycle principle, with airless 
injection of fuel. There are three 
lever, driven scavenge pumps on 
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A view looking forward along the "Port Brisbane's" boat deck. O f her four 
lifeboats, one is motor powered. 

Looking from the passengers' lounge throuoh into the ber end smoke 
on the starboard side. 
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each engine. The machinery is 
designed to develop an aggregate 
of 13,200 B.H.P. at about 115 
revolutions ' a minute on regular 
service; and the ship maintains 
a cruising speed of 17 knots on 
approximately 38 tons of fuel a 
day. She has been up to 19 
knots, but has not yet been full 
out. Incidentally, she has solid 
propellers. 

Let us have a general look at 
her. Her hull lines are most sat-
isfying. She is fine in the en-
trance, and runs af t from a wcll-
raked stem—which carries thc 
Port Line Houseflag on a badge 
on its rounded top—in a clean 
sweep to a cruiser stern. The 
ship is built with three complete 
steel decks, and above the upper 
of these is the first tier of erec-
tions. consisting of a forecastle 
which extends for more than a 
third of her length, and an en-
closed bridge. 

A single, slightly-raked pole 
mast, at the break of the fore-
castle, leads the eye along to her 
most striking feature in stream-
lining, the lofty, solid, rounded 
bridge structure, which extends 
from the line of the hull shell-
plating on cither side, and is curv-
ed both in its thwartship and in 
its vertical face. This most un-
usual looking structure, complete-
ly enclosed, contains the navigat-
ing bridge, the Master's and Of-
ficers' accommodation, the pas-
sengers' lounge, smoke room and 
writing room, and the dining 
saloon. 

From the upper extremity of 
monkey island, the bridge struc-
ture slopes aft to a squat, sharp-
ly raked elliptical funnel and thus 
down to the level of the boat 
deck, which in turn steps down 
af t to the bridge deck, and then 
to the main deck and so to the 
stern. 

The "Port Brisbane" has ac-
commodation for twelve passeng-
ers. Staterooms are single and 
double berth, panelled in Aus-
tralian maple and luxuriously fur-
nished, with toilets en suite. The 
needs of passengers in their state 
rooms are provided for even to 
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Most striking feelur. of the "Port Brisb.ne" il her complexly enclosed, 
curved bridge structure. 



•uch small refinements as points 
for the plugging in of electric 
razors. 

The general rooms for passeng-
ers, with the exception of a ver-
andah cafe on the after end of 
the upper bridge deck, are in the 
main bridge structure, with win 
dows looking forward. On the 
forward end of the upper bridge 
deck, the midship section is taken 
up by a lounge, with settees and 
chairs upholstered in biegc and 
gold brocade. A writing room 
opens out from the lounge on the 
port side, and on the starboard 
side is a smoke room furnished 
with a semi-circular bar, with 
tubular stools in red leather at 
the bar itself, and large easy 
chair lounges around the bulk-
heads in bicge and red leather, 
with glass holders and ash trays 
in the arms. 

The dining saloon for both 
passengers and the ship's officers 
—is panelled in silver birch, and 
extends right across the bridge 
structure. Gixid use is made 
throughout of decorative panel-
ling in weathered sycamore, Aus-
tralian walnut, Indian laurel, 
white ash burr, tulip tree burr, 
and Australian pear tree veneer. 
Some attractive effects are also 
obtained by the use of glass 
screens, brilliant cut and acid 
etched in various designs, the 
main feature in the principal en-
trance being a dolphin design, 
while other screens feature Aus-
tralian and New Zealand birds 
and animals. 

An embossed coat of arms of 
the City of Brisbane is a domin-
ating decoration on the main 
stairway: while two treasured 
picture' irried in the ship are a 
portrait of Her Majesty the 
Queen, which was presented by 
Her Majesty following her visit 
to the ship in London before her 
departure on her maiden voyage; 
and an oil painting, by William 
Bustard, of the Brisbane City 
Hall, which was presented by the 
Lord Mayor of Brisbane—Alder-
man J. R. Chandler—when the 
"Port Brisbane" first arrived in 
Australia last year. 

The accommodation for the 
Master and Officers is above that 
of the passengers in the main 
bridge structure. The Master's 
suite consists of a- large dayroom 
panelled in oak, with office, bed-
room, and bathroom adjacent. 
The officers' cabins are large and 
well-furnished, and they have in 
addition a comfortable smoke-
room, with a verandah at the 
after end opening out on to a 
clear expanse of boat deck space. 
On the bridge deck are al«o the 
engineers' cabins, the accommo-
dation for petty officers and 
stewards, the hospital and laun-
dry. The Chief Engineer, as is 
the Master, is provided with a 
suite consisting of a bedroom, 
dayroom, bathroom and office: 
and there is an excellent lounge-
smoke-room for the engineers. 

The members of the crew are 
berthed in two-berth cabins in 
the bridge 'tween decks amid-
ships. each room being well fur 
nished with ample drawer accom 
modation, writing facilities, and 
reading lamps over the bunks. 
There are separate messes for 
each branch, served from the 
galley on the cafeteria principle: 
and the crew members have also 
their own recreation room and 
laundry, and excellent sanitary ar-
rangements in large rooms equip-
ped with hot and cold fresh 
water, servicing showers and 
hand basins. 

The roomy galley, with its ad-
jacent baker's and butcher's shops 
and storerooms, is all-electric and 
serves the whole ship; and is 
situated at the fore end of the 
bridge 'tween decks. 

The Navigation Bridge, above 
the officers' accommodation, is 
completely enclosed as to its mid-
ship section which embraces the 
steering wheels and electric tele-
graphs. The steering gear is elec-
tric, and is equipped with a gyro 
pilot unit by means of which the 
ship, on a sea course, can be set 
to steer herself to within a frac-
tion of a degree. Manual con-
trol, in the case of emergency, 
is immediately resumed by a 
simple " throw out" action with 

the gyro pilot wheel. The ship 
is equipped with a gyro master 
and four repeaters. 

Other navigational equipment 
includes a Marconi wireless direc-
tion finder, radar, and echo 
sounding. The patent log, stream-
ed from the taffrail, records elec-
trically in the Navigation Bridge 

Cargo space consists of 561,470 
cubic feet insulated for the car-
nage of frozen and chilled cargo, 
and 239,540 cubic feet uninsulat-
ed, in six holds, five of which, 
with the lower 'tween decks and 
No. I upper 'tween deck, are in-
sulated. Compartments at the 
sides of the four remaining upper 
'tween decks are provided to carry 
chilled cargo. 

Numbers 1 and 2 hatchways 
arc on the long forecastle and 
they, together with the after 
hatch,, arc fitted with steel hatches 
sliding horizontally: the rest of 
the hatches arc fitted with thc 
orthodox beams and wooden 
hatches. Twelve motor driven 
winches, each of 65 horse power: 
and four of 35 horse power, to-
gether with a deck crane, service 
the hatches. . The floodlighting 
of decks and holds is effected by 
12 floodlights on the mast and 

samson posts —of which the ship 
has six—while she is equipped 
with 32 electric clusters for the 
interior lighting of holds. 

The refrigerating installation 
consists of three motor-driven 
compressors each of 180 horse 
power, together with brine pumps 
and fans. The temperatures of 
the holds are controlled by a 
system of electrical thermomet-
ers which provide readings in the 
refrigerating engine room for 111 
thermometers. All the engine 
room auxiliaries arc electrically 
driven by 56 electric motors vary-
ing from 145 to $ horse power. 
Electrical equipment—which in-
cludes the windlass and capstan 
—is supplied from four Diesel 
driven generators of 300 kilo-
watts each, at 220 volts. 

The ship has two auxiliary boil-
ers to supply steam at 100 lb. a 
square inch, for tank heating, dis-

continued on paga 46 
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THE RIVER PLATE TRADE 
IN THIS ARTICLE THE AUTHOR TELLS OF THE RUN HE ADJUDGES "THE BEST IN 
THE WORLD," AND OF THE PLEASURES AND TRIBULATIONS OF ROSARIO AND 
B.A. b y A. Wilkinson 

THE Plate run has always 
•seemed to mc to be the best 

in the world. I think that most 
men who have been deep-sea will 
agree with this. It is mostly a 
fine weather run. about six days 
out from England to hear the old 
saying "this is the weather we 
signed on for!" Not too long 
at sea, about twenty-six days at 
ten knots, and usually a fair spell 
in port. The river makes its prcs-
encc visible many miles out to 
sea, the blue changing gradually 
through varying shades of brown, 
until in the estuary it is almost 
as thick as mud. 

All the world seems to meet 
at the Bar light-vessel. O n my 
first trip to the Plate there were 
over fifty ships at anchor in 
Buenos Aires roads waiting tor 
orders. It was in 1V32, at the 
end of the depression. Some of 
the ships had been there for more 
than three months awaiting a 
cargo. W e had six weeks of it 
before going up river to Rosario. 

The lights of Buenos Aires (al-
ways known as B.A.) were faint-
ly visible each night. Besides be-
ing my first trip to the Plate, it 
was also my first trip to sea, and 
I was itching to get ashore for a 
look-sec. 

B.A. is the terminal port tor 
some of the smartest of the small 
er passenger and the larger inter-
mediate ships The Royal Mail, 
Blue Star, and Moulder Lines all 
run a regular service to the Plate, 
their smalk-r ships going to the 
up-river ports for cargo. Among 
the foreign passenger ships the 
German "Cap Arcona" and the 
Italian "Augustus" occupied 
pniminent places amongst the 
many fine ships to be seen, in 
B.A. My personal favourites 
were the four lovely Prince Line 
ships, on the run from New York 
to B.A. They will be remember-
ed as the Northern, Eastern, 
Southern, and Western Princes. 

To go to the other, and less 
pleasant extreme, there would be 

TKa Harbour, Buanos Airas, moating placa of torn* of tho softs' finast linors and 
worst tramps. 
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on display some of the world's 
most dilapidated tramps: old 
trunk and turret ships, Greeks 
or Panamanians, floating scrap 
heaps, though goodness knows 
some of our own ships were noth-
ing to write home about. 

The trip up River to Rosario 
was always something full of in-
terest. I've never found out if 
the pilots wer. wizards or the 
river was just Casy to navigate. 
I can't r.-member much in the 
way of buoys, beacons or lead-
lights. 

Once past the Martin Garcia 
bar it always seemed to be just 
a matter of following the course 
of the River. I know we ap-
prentices would see if wc could 
steer close enough to the bank 
to sweep down the thick under-
growth. Certainly the pilots 
didn't give many orders, or that 's 
how it all seems in retrospect. 

Rosario, a city of about 500,000 
people, is over 200 miles up the 
river from B.A. W e would take 
about thirty-six hours, against 
the current the whole of the 
way, only one pilot, which seems 
to bear out my theory that it 
wasn't too hard. O n arriving in 
Rosario roads wc would maybe 
have a few days there at anchor 
waiting for a vacant berth. T h e 
anchorage is between the Fray 
Bcntos mcatworks and a small 
island, with a sinister name, Mos-
quito Island! Never was an 
island more rightly named! H o w 
they loved us, with some new 
blood to taste. There isn't a mos-
quito anywhere to touch them for 
ferocity. They would come over 
in vast clouds every evening. 
Some ships would have smoke-
pots going on deck, but I always 
found the most secure spot to be 
right under the mosquita net. 

The chief exports from the Ar-
gentine are, of course, gra in ; 
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meat; and meat by-products, 
bones, dried blood, hides, etc., 
all hideous cargoes. 

We would hate going under 
the silo, for that meant a quick 
turn-round, and we wanted a few 
nights ashore. The alternatives 
to the silo were loading bags by 
means of our own winches, or 
moving a mile or so above the 
town to a berth under the cliffs, 
where the hags were shot down 
long shoots from the cliff top to 
the hatch planks, where they 
were bled open. The bleeding 
was done in each case by means 
of vicious-looking knives con-
stantly whetted on stones stuck 
in the convenient sash. The 
wielders of the knives were no 
less vicious looking than the in 
strumcnts they wielded with such 
dexterity. 

Berthing here was more than 
the usual adventure, it was look 
ed upon as more of an art than 
a science. The news of going 
up under the "Cliffs" meant to 
prepare heavy wires and drag out 
the stream anchor, with all thc 
grumbles and growls associated 
with the process. There are more 
things that can go wrong with a 
stream ."ichor than anything else 
I can touak of. 

Rowtio is quite a nice town; 
some goojj picture theatres and 
a jolly gotxl mission; the usual 
dives along the waterfront; 
and the usual spots of bother 
for the unwary. It was al-
ways the thing on a Sunday 
morning for all the apprentices 
who could get away to take a 
stroll into the city; not from any 
religious motives, but to gloat 
over the misfortunes of their 
betters The gendarmes -had a 
happy knack of running in as 
many seafarers as they could find 
after midnight on Saturday night, 
the innocent suffering the same 
fate as the guilty. On Sunday 
morning the sinners expiated 
their crimes by sweeping the 
streets, or doing some other such 
menial «sk. I still treasure the 
vision of our third-mate and 
fourth engineer busily engaged 

in washing down horses. They 
swore that they were innocent, 
of course. t 

Down the river from Rosario 
are three or four small places we 
always looked upon as dumps; 
San Nicholas and Villa Gmstitu-
tion, lor example; they are small 
one-ship ports, and mostly topping 
off places after Rosario. San 
Nicholas meant lying under the 
cliffs again, with the doubtful 
pleasure of having to get out the 
small boat and rig up an endless 
whip between ship, shore, and 
boat, the current being too swift 
for sculling or rowing. 

Once loaded, the trip down 
the river is unevenful until the 
Martin Garcia Bar is reached. 
It could still remain uneventful 
here if there is plenty of water 
on the bar. It is just a matter of 
picking a way past the three or 
four suction dredges which arc 
always stationed here, and sailing 
straight over. The depths, down 
to inches, are recorded electrically 
by a complicated tide gauge on 
Martin Garcia island. Those 
inches make all the difference 
between sailing over and the pos-
sibility of having to anchor, per-
haps for one day. maybe for a 
week, and could be, in the dry 
season, for some weeks. 

The longest I was ever anchor-
ed there was for five days. The 
height gauge was the focus of all 
eyes, and it came up with a rush 
just as the pilot had predicted it 
would, as if some one had taken 
a mighty bucket and filled the 
river. In the shortest possible 
time, for the river can drop al-
most as abruptly as it rises, we 
were up anchor and away. 

B.A. -was always the favourite 
port for loading a full cargo or 
for topping off with general or 
extra grain. I mean it was a 
favourite port as far as the crew 
were concerned; I don't know-
about the owners! The Customs 
always used to exert that little 
bit of extra squeeze there, more 
than at the smaller ports. Perhaps 
"squeeze" does them an injus-

tice, but the more cigarettes they 
had as a present, then the easier 
everything would go. They could 
make things very complicated if 
they cared to stage what would 
amount to a regulation strike. 

The town docks are the pick of 
the B.A. berths, right near to 
the Mission. What a mission 
that was, a fine building, tea and 
tab-nabs every night for supper; 
a picnic every Sunday; and 
something doing evsry night. 
Saturday night was the boxing 
night, some of the finest fighters 
in the Argentine used to take the 
ring there, and a ringside scat was 
as hard to get as at Maddison 
Square Gardens. Many an argu-
ment born on the passage out was 
settled there, to the great delight 
of the crowd. We all remember 
the Mission girls. What a grand 
job they did entertaining every 
one who came to the Mission 
It was an apprentices" paradise; 
all free, and that meant a lot on 
5/- a month. 

B.A. is one of the world's 
most beautiful cities. The main 
streets have the names of great 
days and persons in Argentinian 
history; Almirante Brown runs 
from the city to the docks at the 
Boca; and the main thorough-
fare of all is Vingte Cinquo de 
Mayo, the 25th May, the day of 
the Declaration of independence 
by the Argentine people. 

The main street and squares, 
notably the Plaza de Mayo, have 
beautiful shops, picture theatres 
and hotels. The pavements are 
laid out in coloured mosaic de 
signs which reflect their bright 
colours in the sunlight. Life be-
gins about ten p.m., and this fits 
in very nicely. For anyone who 
could spring the price of dinner 
ashore it would be incomplete 
without a rum omelette as the 
sweet. If not addicted to such 
things you would be after you'd 
tasted one. 

The cabarets form the usual 
entertainment. There are dozens 
of them, all doing a thriving trade 
and all of them worth going to see 
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RECRUITING CRUISE OF H.D.M.L 1328 

H.D.M.L. 1328 is one of a 
number of harbour defence 

motor launches built during the 
war in Australian yards for de-
fence of our shores and harbours. 
They were of wooden construction. 
80 feet in length and of approxi-
mately 80 tons displacement, were 
fitted with asdic, depth charges 
and light anti-aircraft guns. 

H.D.M.L. 1328 was built in 
Adelaide and was commissioned in 
January, 1945, so she had no time 
to prove her worth during the 
war, but has since done a total of 
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over 30,000 miles steaming on 
other work. 

For instance, her equipment was 
modified and she was attached 
with several of her sister ships to 
the 20th minesweeping flotilla in 
February, 1946, where the M.Ls. 
carried out shallow water and 
pioneer sweeps and mine-disposal 
duties. 

Early last year it was decided 
to utilise the ship and her com-
pany as ambassadors for the 
Navy in river and small coastal 
ports which normally had little or 
no direct contact with the service, 

as part of the Navy's recruiting 
campaign. 

A trial ship was made in June 
with Lieutenant W . I. A. Key, 
R.A.N.V.R., in command, visit-
ing the southern coastal ports of-
New South Wales, but the cruise 
was dogged by bad weather, so 
that much of the time was un-
avoidably wasted. 

Preparations were made for a 
second, much more ambitious, trip 
to the Richmond and Clarence 
Rivers, with the ship under the 
command of Lieutenant H. K. 
Roberts, R.A.N., who we leave to 
tell of his experiences in his own 
words. 9 

"I was indeed fortunate in hav-
ing as my capable first lieutenant, 
Lieutenant P. J. Hutson, R.A.N., 
of South Australia, when we sail-
ed for the Richmond River three 
days later, on September 6th. 

"We were lucky that our pro-
gramme provided a 24-hour breath-
ing space at Ballina, at the mouth 
of the Richmond River, before 
proceeding upstream to Lismore, as 
we arrived somewhat exhausted 
after meeting rough seas towards 
the close of our voyage. 

"We covered the most interest-
ing and beautiful 64-mile journey 
to Lismore with the aid of a pilot 
from Ballina, and were very 
warmly greeted by the headquar-
ters company of the Byron Scot-
tish Regiment, who provided a 
guard of honour and a changing 
of the guard ceremony in our 
honour. 

"Immediately following t h i s 
ceremony, which lyas attended#by 
about 800 people, in Lismore's 
beautiful Spinks Park, the Deputy 
Mayor officially welcomed us at a 
dance, where the ship's company 
were guests of honour. These cere-, 
monies rather amazed us, as we 
were such a tiny company, but we 
found them to be typical of the 
interest and goodwill displayed to-' 
ward the Navy throughout our 
whole trip in both rivers. Hun-
dreds of people came down to See 
the ship, which was given a very 
good berth near the city centre, 
and repeatedly the duty watch 
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were kept scurrying from end to 
end of the vessel, controlling the 
activities of scores of school chil-
dren, who leapt aboard at every 
opportunity. 

"I found that I soon learnt in 
the hard school of experience to 
speak in public without having a 
nervous seizure and by the cour-
tesy of Radio 2LM. ev:n gained 
some experience in broadcasting 
which had been a mystic field be-
fore. At the end of the trip the 
First Lieutenant even said that I 
had to be restrained from leaping 
to my feet at the drop of a hat 'to 
say a few words. 

' T h e ship's company were land-
ed in as great a variety of rigs as 
possible -blues and long whites by 
night and tropical dress until sun-
set and 'negative jumpers' was 
worn as night clothing, and they 
maintained a very high standard 
of cleanliness and neatness under 
difficulties, as dhobeying' in an 
M.L. is a very big problem. 

"They were wonderful recruit-
ing agents, all being ready at all 
times to help an interested man 
find out the facts of life' in the 
Navy and they did, in fact, tell 
hundreds of keen enquiries from 
the ages of six to 60 of the attrac-
tions of the Service. 

"Af ter a week in Lismorc we 
started to work our way down the 
Richmond, visiting the towns of 
Coraki, Woodburn, Broadwater 
and Wardell before reaching Bal-
lina at the mouth of the river. 

"The receptions tendered us 
along the river were wonderful and 
air the ship's company nurture very 
tender memories ot the warmth of 
these small towns' hospitality. 
Wardell may be taken as an illus-
tration without slight to the other 
towns; the ship arrived there at 
1000 and was met by members of 
the R.S.L. sub-branch executive 
who volunteered to drive all of the 
ship's company who could be 
spared from work around to have 
a look at the very rich cane and 
dairy farming district. It was most 
interesting to see cane being burnt, 
cut and loaded and to learn of the 
local way of life and we returned 

to be entertained to a magnificent 
lunch prepared at short notice by 
a local ladies' auxiliary. In the 
evening they again treated us to a 
wonderful meal followed by a 
most enjoyable dance; their enter-
tainment of us was all the more 
appreciated, as our hosts were al-
most all busy farmers working 
very hard in the flush of the sea-
son, yet not too busy to lose a day 
to show their goodwill to the 
Navy, and give us an opportunity 
to meet the young men of the dis-
trict. 

"Af ter three days in Ballma, 
which is a combined river and sea-
side town with beautiful beaches, 
we went to the Clarence River anu 
proceeded upstream for 42 miles 
to Grafton, Sunday, the 25th of 
September. 

"Here again we were received by 
the Mayor and representatives ot 
the Byron Scottish Regiment, who 
did everything in their power to 
help us in oiir object of recruiting 
and in making our stay memorable 
and enjoyable. 

"Here, too, the organs of pub-
licity, the newspaper and radio sta-
tions 2NR and 2GF, who were 
naturally very important to us, 
facilitated our work by making 
themselves available for any service 
we asked of them. 

"During the week the Bishop of 
Grafton came down to the ship 
and Sir Earle Page came on board 
the moment he arrived in Grafton 
by air on Friday, the 30th. 

" W c were moorfcd at the sea-
plane landing berth and I man-
aged to intercept him as he lanch 
ed. He was keenly interested in 
the ship and our work, and car-
ried out a thorough inspection of 
the vessel. 

"Our berth was again in a very 
favourable position and hundreds 
of people (again a very large pro' 
portion of school children), came 
down for a look at the vessel and 
a 'natter' with the crew. 

"Of course it was impracticable 
to throw the ship open to visitors, 
but a limited number could be 
conducted around by one man of 
the duty watch so that people 
could go away happy to have Been 

on board one of His Majesty's 
ships. Everyone's resourcefulness 
.vas tested to answer the hundreds 
of questions fired at us about the 
ship, the guns we carried and the 
Navy generally—little boys often 
can be awfully disconcerting with 
their questions. 

"One little innocent fellow in-
formed me after what should have 
been an impressive talk about our 
Oerlikon gun, that it was really 
only an ornament and wouldn't 
work because we didn't have any 
ammunition for it. I assured him 
that it would, if we had the am-
munition. 

" W e visited South Grafton for 
one day and returned to Grafton 
to enable irifc to broadcast the pas-
sage of aircraft from H.M.A.S 
"Sydney" over Grafton, the flight 
having been arranged to co-ordin-
ate with out visit and as a stimulus 
to recruiting. This, too, provided 
some very anxious moments for 
me, as I was on the air without a 
script expecting the aircraft 'at 
any second,' but they didn't arrive 
until after some very embarrassing 
long, deadly hushes after I had run 
out of verbal ammunition and a 
quick inspired 'return to the 
studio.' 

"On Sunday, October 2nd, wc 
proceeded down the Clarence to 
Ulmarra taking as very interested 
passengers seven of the Grafton 
crew of sea-rangers, and from 
there we proceeded to Brushgrove 
and Lawrence, staying one day in 
each town. 

"Here we found the same inter-
est and hospitality as had been dis-
played on the Richmond River and 
we spent three days in the larger 
town of Maclean, the centre of a 
very rich and beautiful cane and 
dairying district, before moving to 
Harwood and YamBa, which is at 
the mouth of the river. 

" W e departed from Yamba on 
Monday, the 10th, to arrive in 
Sydney on the 12th of October, 
after a most interesting trî > which 
we hope will produce a large num-
ber of recruits and which certainly 
was received with great enthusiasm 
by the residents of the Northern 
Rivers. 
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N A V A L P E R S O N A L I T Y O F T H E M O N T H 

Commander Neil Alexander Maekinnon, R.A.N 

/ C O M M A N D E R Neil Alexander Mackinn.m. 
R A N . the present Director of Naval In 

telligcncc at Navy Office, Melbourne, was Kirn 
on the 20th September, 1906, at Madras, India, 
rhe son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. *D. Maekinnon. 
of Moornong, Camperdown, Vie. 

Receiving his early education at Geelong 
Grammar School, he entered the Royal Australian 
Naval College in 1920, collecting various distinc-
tions during his four years there. He was ap-
pointed Chief Cadet Captain in December, 1922 
gained his colours for cricket, hockey and tennis, 
and on Passing Out was awarded the King's 
Medal, being also the winner of the Governor-
General's Cup 

His first sea appointment as a Midshipman was 
to H.M.A.S. "Brisbane," after which he pro 
ceeded overseas in H.M.A.S. "Adelaide" when 
that ship left Australia with the British Special 
Service Squadron in April, 1924. He put in his 
Midshipman's time in the Royal Navy in H.M 
Ship "Ramillies." and the destroyers "Watch-
man" and "Velox." There followed his Sub 
Lieutenant's course, and then an appointment to 
the battle-cruiser "Tiger." • 

Time moved on to 1928, the year in which 
the present H.M.A.S. "Australia" bccamc a unit 
of the Royal Australian Navy, and on her com 
missioning in April, Neil Maekinnon—who had 
been promoted Sub-Lieutenant the previous year 
—was appointed to her. In 1929 he was promot 
ed Lieutenant, and during 1930-1931 was Flag-
Lieutenant to Admiral E. R. G. R. Evans (now 
Admiral Lord Mountevans), the then Lieutenant 

% Commander H M. L. Waller being Signals Offi-
cer 

In 1931-1932 he took the Signals Course at 
H.M. Signals School in England, qualifying in 
1932, following which he was appointed Flag-
Lieutenant to Admiral Evans, then Commander-
in-Chief on the Africa Station. 

This was the period of the Tschekedi Khlma 
affair, and Neil Maekinnon was one of those who 
accompanied the Commander-fti-Chief when, as 
acting High-Commissioner, he rushed an escort 
of 200 sailors and marines to Serowe, the capital 
of Bechuanaland, and temporarily deposed Tsch-
ekedi from his position as Acting Chief of the 

Bamangwato as a result of his flouting the admin-
istration. 

Following his term as Flag-Lieutenant to Ad-
miral Evans, Neil Maekinnon returned to H.M. 
Signals School in England, later returning to Aus-
tralia to the Signals School at Flinders Naval 
Depot. 

His next appointment was to the Squadron as 
Signals Officer and Flag-Lieutenant, for a very 
brief period to Rear-Admiral Lane Poole, and then 
to Rear-Admiral Custance, Commodore Patter-
son, and Rear-Admiral Crace. At the outbreak 
of war m 1939 he was—now Lieutenant-Com-
mander -in H.M.A.S. "Canberra," transferring 
from that ship with the Flag to H.M.A. Ships 
"Perth" and "Hobart" during his term as Flag-
Lieutenant. 

In April, 1941, he came to a shore appointment 
in charge of the Signals School at Flinders Naval 
Depot, remaining there until December, 1942, be 
ing appointed the following month in command 
of H.M.A.S. "Stuart." Promoted Commander in 
1943, he became Commanding Officer of 
H.M.A.S. "Warramunga" in March, 1944, and 
was awarded the U.S. Legion of Merit: Degree 
of Officer, for his services in that ship during ac-
tions in the South West Pacific in 1944. 

Following this appointment—which was unfor-
tunately cut short by illness on the Allied land-
ings at Leyte in October, 1944 he was Com-
manding Officer of H.M.A.S. "Watson," H.M.A. 
Radar Training School in Sydney; and later Di-
rector of Naval Communications at Navy Office, 
Melbourne; and he came to his present appoint-
ment as Director of Naval Intelligence from that 
of Executive Officer of H.M.A.S."Australia." 

Commander Maekinnon married, while in Eng-
land in 1936, Rachel Frances Hilton, daughter of 
the Rev. J. H. Molesworth, of Ottery St. Mary, 
Devon. He is the father of two sons and one 
daughter. > 

Lord Mountevans, in his book "Adventurous 
Life," speaks of his erstwhile Flag-Lieutenapt's 
athletic prowess, and he maintains his interest in 
games calling for some expenditure of physical 
energy, listing his recreations as tennis, squash, 
and golf. 
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FRANK GERALD CUMMINS 
W i t h M a n y Y e a r s In T h e Pub l i c Service , H e Is T o d a y 

Ass i s t an t S e c r e t a r y O f T h e D e p a r t m e n t O f T h e N a v y , 

A n d Sec re t a ry T o T h e N a v a l Boa rd . 

BE H I N D that expression of Aus-
tralia's naval power which is 

seen and appreciated by Austra-
lians generally—the ships them-
selves, the officers and sailors in 
their uniforms, the sound and 
colour which go to make the un-
derstandable picture of Naval oc-
casions to the waterfront spectator 
and readers of the newspapcrs-
is a large, far-reaching and essen-
tial civilian organisation which has 

, grown up with the Navy, and 
which is to no small degree in-
volved in the general efficiency of 
the Service. 

It is an organisation which, 
headed by the Secretary of the 
Department, is responsible tor the 
continuing administration of the 
Navy as a Service Department. 
Specific and highly important 
charges devolve upon it, as those 
of Naval Victualling, Naval Stores, 
Records, Files, all the involved de-
tails of running a large-scale un-
dertaking. Unless it functioned 
efficiently, the Navy of the popu-
lar conception could not success-
fully operate either in peace or 
war. 

Australia has been forunate in 
having been well served by those 
who make up this civilian organi-
sation of the Navy, Public Ser-
vants who, so far as those in the 
senior ranks are concerned have 
given many years of their life to 
the Department with its interests 
at heart, agd, in the case of the 
younger members, have an estab-
lished tradition to follow in which 
an enviable standard has been set. 

The present senior members of 
this civilian organisation, as did 
the present senior members of the 
uniformed branch of the Servicc, 
started Naval life with the estab-
lishment of the Royal Australian 
Navy close on 40 years ago. They 
were young Departmental clerks 

fresh from school when their uni-
formed colleagues were boys at the 
Royal Australian Naval College. 
It is but natural that, developing 
on different, though parallel lines, 
there should develop certain differ-
ences of outlook. But the sound-
ness of the organisation, and of 
the individuals comprising it, as 
well as of their training in their 
respective fields, is reflected in the 
team spirit, which, over all, exists 
between the two main branches of 
the Navy 

Of the key positions of contact 
between Civilian and Uniformed 
Personnel at Navy Office, those of 
the Civilian side of Head of " N " 
—which is to say Head of the 
Naval Staff Secretariat—of Secre-
tary to the Naval Board, and of 
Assistant Secretary of the Depart-
ment, are among the most im-
portant. The subject of these 
notes, Mr. Frank Gerald Cummins, 
was Head of " N " during the lat-
ter months of the recent war, and 
was appointed Assistant Secretary 
of the Department and Secretary 
to the Naval Board in June last, 
in all of those positions succeeding 
Mr. T. J. Hawkins, who was re-
cently appointed Secretary, De-
partment of the Navy. 

Frank Gerald Cummins was 
born on the 26th September, 1896, 
at Bendigo, Victoria. His people 
were on the land, and he spent his 
early years on their farming and 
grazing property at Rochester. A 
Government scholarship took him 
to Bendigo High School—where 
tine of his class mates was a future 
Test Captain, W M. Woodfull-- -
and he became Dux of the School 
Tnd its champion athlete in 1914. 

In this year he started out on 
the serious career of life, being ap-
pointed to the Commonwealth 
Public Servicc in the Department 
of Defence shortly after the out-

break of war in August, 19^4. 
He served in the Registry and 
Secretariat, and was for a period 
Private Secretary to Sir William 
Glasgow, who was then Minister 
for Dcfencc. In 1929 he began 
his close association with the Navy 
with his transfer to " N " Branch. 

At this period he was for some 
years Secretary to the Naval Col-
lege Interviewing Committee, and 
he remembers many present day 
Naval Officers as small boys facing 
this hurdle beyond which lay the 
horizon of their hopes. 

There came a spell of tour 
years away from Navy Office, 
when, in 1936, he was appointed 
Cost Accountant at the Ordnance 
Factory, Maribyrnong, being sub-
sequently transferred to the Muni-
tions Department Head Office as 
Assistant Accountant With the 
increasing pressure of work at 
Navy Office, he was recalled there-
in October, 1940, to take some of 
the weight from the heavily burd-
ened shoulders of Mr. T. J. Haw-
kins, then Head of "N , " and short-
ly after his return to the Navy De-
partment, Mr. Cummins was ap-
pointed Assistant Head of " N , " 
being appointed Head of " N " in 
September, 1944, when Mr. Haw-
kins moved on to become an As-
sistant Secretary of the Depart-
ment. 

In June, 1949, further advance-
ment came to Mr. Cummins with 
his appointment as Assistant Sec-
retary, Department of the Navy, 
and Secretary to the Naval Board, 
in which dual capacity he is at 
present serving at Navy Office. 

Looking back to the "strenuous 
and stirring" war days at Navy 
Office, when the 40-hour week was 
a distant mirage and the lights 
burned behind the black-out cur-
tains every night and the working 
day ended anywhere up towards 
midnight, it is the volume of signal 
traffic that was handled which re-
mains as his outstanding memory. 
It increased to major proportions 
with the arrival of the Americans 
in 1942: "They descended en masse 
complete with cipher machines and 
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all the trimmings and had a big 
and efficient organisation function-
ing within 24 hours.' The arrival, 
later o n ^ of the British Pacific 
Fleet, created more problems— 
and more work. 

But the Navy Office machine, 
by now well geared to war, took 
the strain well. As an instance of 

the volume of traffic handled, at 
the peak of the war period the sig-
nals and cipher staffs at Navy 
Office totalled round about 300. 

In his younger days Mr. Cum-
mins played football, Australian 
Rules, with Elsterowick and Met-
ropolitan Amateurs, was a regular 
tennis enthusiast, and did a great 

deal of foot running. He still plays 
some tennis, and is a keen football, 
cricket, and tennis fan. For less 
strenuous exercise he enjoys motor-
ing, and does as much as the petrol 
position permits. He is married, 
and, with a family of two sons and 
one daughter, he and his wife live 
at Elsternwick. 
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NAUTICAL 

QUESTION BOX 
CONDUCTED BY 

Captain R. C. C. Dana. A.I.NJL. LOMJOH 
Reader* ere invited to tend in any quoriot on nautical matters, and we shall 

endeavour to answer them in these columns. 

R. S. D. (From,irule) asks fur 
some details of the ships designated 
"battle-cruisers"1 and how they 
came to get the name. 

The first so-called "kittle-cruis-
ers" were laid down in 1905-06, 
and were the extension of the de-
sign which had produced the ar-
moured cruisers "Achilles," "Coch-
rane," "Minotaur" and "Shan-
non." Lord Fisher had always ad-
vocated lightly armoured, armed 
ships with very high speed, #nd 
the invention of the turbine by Sir 
Charles Parsons, then being in-
stalled in the liners "Mauretania" 
and "Lusitania," promised the high 
sped required. 

The first three sisters were the 
"Invincible," "Inflexible" and "In-
domitable," built by Armstrongs, 
John Brown and the Fairfield Ship-
building Co. respectively, and com-
pleted in 1908-09. Their displace-
ments were 17,250 tons; dimen-
sions were 530 feet long by 78} 
feet beam by 26 feet draught; tur-
bines were 41,000 horse-power for 
a speed of 26 knots. Armament 
was eight 12-inch guns, with a 
secondary armament of sixteen 4-
inch, and five machine guns. Their 
complement was 780 men. The 
highest cost of any one of the three 
sisters was £1,768,995! 

The next three sisters were the 
"Indefatigable," "New Zealand" 
and "Australia," built by Devon-
port Dockyard, Fairfield Shipbuild-
ing Co., and John Brown respec-
tively, and completed in 1911-13. 
Their displacements were 18,800 
tons; dimensions were 555 feet 
long by 80 feet beam by 26} feet 
draught; turbines were 48,000 
horse-power for a speed of 2~S 
knots, which they all bettered. 
Armament was still eight 12-inch 
guns with a secondary armament 

of sixteen 4-inch, four 3-pounders 
and five machine guns, their com-
plement hcing 790 men, and high-
est cost £1.700,000. The "New 
Zealand" was built at the edit of 
the Dominion of New Zealand and 
presented to the Royal Navy, 
whilst the "Australia" was the first 
flagship of the new Royal Austra-
lian Navy. 

All six of these ships had a 
single two-gun turret on the fore-
castle deck and the quarter deck, 
with a single two-gun turret on 
each beam, arranged so that they 
could all fire ahead, astern and 
abeam, but in actual practice, it 
was found that firing across the 
decks amidships strained the ships 
badly, so that it was seldom done. 

A very big advance was now 
made in the next two ships. These 
were the "Lion" and "Princess 
Royal," built by Dcvonport Dock-
yard and Vickcrs respectively, and 
completed in 1912. Their displace-
ments were 26,350 tons; dimen-
sions were 660 feet long by 88} 
feet beam by 28 feet draught; tur-
bines were of 75,700 horse-power 
for a speed of 28J knots, bettered 
on trial. 

Armament had increased to 
eight 13.5-inch guns, sixteen 4-
inch and smaller guns, their com-
plement being 980 men. They car-
ried two-gun turrets superfiring on 
the forecastle deck, one two-gun 
turret between the second and third 
funnels, and a single two-gun tur-
ret on the quarter deck. When 
"Lion" was first completed, she 
carried a tripod mast abaft the first 
funnel, but when she was carrying 
out her trials and steaming at some 
30 knots, her fire-control officers 
and ratings had to abandon the 
control top because of smoke, flame 
and ashes, for all these ships were 

coal burners. "Lion" was unoffi-
cially dubbed H.M.S. "Hellfire," 
and had to return to the dockyard 
for reconstruction, which resulted 
in her first funnel being shifted 
further aft, and a pole mast ship-
ped between the bridge and the 
first funnel. Even so, the control, 
tops were always uncomfortable 
when steaming fast. Highest cost 
of the two was £2,092,214. 

An almost identical ship, though 
slightly larger, was the "Queen 
Mary," built by Palmers. Jarrow, 
and completed in 1913. Her dis-
placement was 27,000 tons, dimen-
sions being 660 fet long by 89 feet 
beam by 28 feet draught; turbines 
were 79,000 horse-power for a 
speed 28} knots. (The immense 
increase in power of turbines from 
their first installation in the "Car 
mania" in 1905 is noteworthy). 
Armament was the same as the 
"Lion" class, mounted in similar 
positions. Complement increased 
to 1000. 

The next ship was the "Tiger," 
built by John Brown, and com-
pleted in October, 1914. Her dis-
placement was 28,500 tons, dimen-
sions being 660 feet long by 90i 
feet beam by 28} feet draught; 
turbines were 108,000 horse-power 
for a speed of 30 knots. Arma-
ment increased to eight 13.5-inch 
guns with twelve 6 inch and 
smaller guns for a secondary arma-
ment. A rearrangement of boiler 
rooms, by placing them all to-
gether .allowed the third two-gun 
turret to be mounted with its 
magazines between the boiler rooms 
and the engine rooms, allowing it 
to superfire over the gun turret on 
the quarter deck. In this, she fol-
lowed the "Kongo," of the Japa-
nese Navy, built by Vickers in 
1913. 

The next two were the sisters, 
"Renown" and "Repulse," build-
ing as 26,000-ton battleships of 
the "Royal Sovereign" class. When 
war broke out in 1914, Lord Fisher 
stopped construction of/them and 
had them redesigned as battle-
cruisers. They were built by Fair-
field Shipbuilding Co. and John 
Brown respectively, being complet-

at 
I 
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ed in September, 1916. 'flietr dis-
placement was 26,500 tons (33,000 
tons deep load), dimensions being 
750 feet long by 90 feet beam by 
30i feet deep draught. Turbines 
were 120,000 horse-power for a 
maximum speed of 32} knots. Ar-
mament was six 15-inch guns, with 
a secondary armament of seven-
teen 4-inch guns and smaller. 
These were mounted with two two-
gun turrets superfiring on the fore-
castle deck, and one two-gun tur-
ret on the quarter deck. Comple-
ment, 1203 men. 

All the battle-cruisers up to 
these ships had armour of not more 
than nine inches overside. The 
next class were designed as a re-
ply to a class of heavily armoured 
ships being built by Germany, and 
were really battleships. 

This was the famous "Hood" 
class, of which only the prototype 
was completed. She was built by 
John Brown, being completed in 
1920. Her displacement was 41,200 
tons (46,000 tons deep load), 
dimensions being 810 feet long by 
104 feet beam by 28} feet draught 
(31} deep load) ; turbines, 144,000 
horse-power for a speed of 32 
knots. Complement, 1500 men. 
Cost £6,025,000. Sisters, "Anson," 
"Howe" and "Rodney," not com-
pleted. Side armour was 14 inches 
thick. 

Battle-cruisers had the speed of 
cruisers and were intended to take 
line of battle. 

Of the above ships, "Indefati-
gable," "Invincible" and "Queen 
Mary" were sunk at Jutland, 31st 
May, 1916; "Repulse" was sunk 
by the Japanese on 10th Decem-
ber, 1941, and "Hood" was sunk 
by "Bismarck" on 24th May, 
1941. The others were all broken 
up excepting "Australia," which 
was scuttled off Sydney Heads in 
1924. 

G.W.F . (Brisbane) asks for 
details of the loss of Howard 
Smith's steamer "Cooma." 

The "Cooma," of 3839 tons, 
330 feet long by 46 feet beam by 
21.4 feet deep, was built in 1907 
by A. Stephen d Sons, Glasgow. 
On 7th. July, 1926, the "Cooma" 
went ashore on North Reef, near 

The (teamen "Burwah" 
and "Ulooloo" went to her aNfat-
ance, and her 250 passengers were 
transferred to "Burwah" and land-
ed at Port Alma. Efforts were 
made to refloat "Cooma," and on 
August 23rd. she was afloat when 
the towline broke and she ground-
ed again, two men and the wire-
less operator being still aboard. 
During the night of 25th. January, 
1927, "Cooma" took fire and was 
burnt out, the salvage crew on 
board swimming to the North Reef 
Lighthouse, from where they were 
p i c k e d up by the steamer 
"Chronos" the following day and 
landed at Brisbane. "Cooma" 
proved a total loss. 

J .W. (Camberwell) asks for in-
formation of the ship "Blue Jac-
ket," which, he understands, was 
burnt at sea. 

"Blue Jacket" was a wooden full 
rigged ship built in 1854 by R. E. 
Jackson, at East Boston, U.S.A. 
She was of 1790 tons, her dimen-
sions being 220 feet long by 41.6 
beam by 24 feet deep. She arrived 
in Liverpool from Boston on 20th. 
October, 1854, having crossed the 
Atlantic in 12 days, 10 hours. 
She was then purchased by J. J. 
Frost, of London. She was loaded 
as one of the Fox Line of packets, 
and sailed for Melbourne on 6th. 
March, 1855, arriving out in 69 
days. 

On het last voyage, she left 
Lyttleton, homeward bound by 
way of Cape Horn, and on 9th. 
March, 1863, was abandoned on 
fire near the Falkland Islands. On 
8th. December, 1871, her figure-
head, a man in an old sailor's uni-
form, a blue jacket with yellow 
buttons, the jacket open at the 
front without a waistcoat, loose 
shirt, knotted handkerchief round 
the neck, broad belt, large buckle 
and cutlass hilt at the side, was 
found washed up at Rottnest 
Island, near Fremantle, W . A . It 
was badly charred, but easily iden-
tifiable as belonging to the "Blue 
Jacket." 

"Wahine" (Manly) has seen 

fee U n i o n S.S. C o m p a n y ' s M e u M r f * 
" W a M o e " i n S y d h e y Hu fcpu r , 
and asks for some notes about her. 

"Wahine" was built by W . 
Denny d Co., Glasgow, in 1913 
for the Wellington-Lyttleton ferry 
service, and ran in conjunction 
with the steamer "Maori" until 
one morning in March, 1915, when 
on arrival at Lyttleton, she was 
requisitioned by the British Ad-
miralty for special service. She 
left the same night for Dunedin. 
After a few days, she left for Suet 
direct, then went on to Malta. She 
was used as a despatch vessel for 
a year, between Malta and 
Mudros, her speed of 24 knots al-
lowing her to proceed unescorted 
without much chance of a success-
ful submarine attack. She then 
went to England, where her pas-
senger accommodation was remov-
ed, and she was converted into a 
minelayer. With the "Orvieto," 
"Paris," "Princcss Margaret" and 
"Biarritz," she formed part of the 
high-speed squadron that laid the 
minefields along the Belgian coast 
near Zeebrugge. Late in 1919, 
she was reconditioned by her build-
ers, and returned to New Zealand. 

With the "Maori" she maintain-
ed the service until 1932, when 
the new steamer "Rangitira" join-
ed her, and "Maori" became the 
reserve ship. In 1946, the "Hine-
moa" arrived in New Zealand 
waters to run with the "Rangi-
tira," whereupon "Maori" was sold 
to China and "Wahine" became 
the reserve ship. Becatise of die 
accident to "Wanganella," and 
the fact that "Monowai" had not 
completed refitting, "Wahine" 
made a number of voyages to Aus-
tralia, but has now reverted to a 
reserve ship for her old service. 

F.S. (Toorak) asks for the date 
of the loss of the "Pomona," a 
sailing ship. 

"Pomona" was an iron full rig-
ged ship of 1200 tons, built by 
R. Steele 6? So., Greenock, in 
1867, for J. (f A. Allan (later the J 
Allan Line). In 1892 she was sold 
to Andrew Weir ff Co., Glasgow, 
and foundered at sea on 9th De-
cember, 1902. 

J i n i y . M 
I 



T H E R A I L ' S N E W D E S T R O Y E R 
H . M . A . S . " T o b r u k , " w h i c h U n d e r w e n t C o n t r a c t o r ! ' 

S e a T r i a l s Las t M o n t h , Is A N o t a b l e A d d i t i o n T o 

A u s t r a l i a ' s S h i p b u i l d i n g R e c o r d . 

J N August, 1946, the keel of a 
destroyer, the largest of that 

class of ship yet to be built in 
Australia, was laid at Cockatoo 
Island Dockyard, Sydney. On 
the 20th. December, 1947, with 
the hull of the vessel completed, 
Mrs. Riordan, the wife of the 
then Minister for the Navy, 
christened her H.M.A.S. "To-
bruk", and she slid down the 
ways and took the water success-
fully. Now, two years later, 
' T o b r u k " is completed, and last 
month underwent her contract-
or's sea trials. 

As her name suggests, the new 
destroyer is one of the "Battle" 
Class—her sisters of the Royal 
Navy include such well-remem-
bered Naval occasions as "St. 
Kitts," "St. James," "Solebay," 
"Gabbard," and "Jutland"— 
which are vessels whose plans em-
body experience gained in the 
Second World War , with the re-
sult that the ships o( this class 
are much more powerful fighting 
units than their predecessors. 

Among the improvements and 
innovations included in the orig-
inal Admiralty plans for the 
"Battles,"« that of higher fuel-
carrying capacity is one that pe-
culiarly fits them for Pacific ser-
vice, in which long distances are 
an outstanding feature. Their 
improved armament is another 
point in their favour for service 
in the Royal Australian Navy, 
for it is such that the ships are 
more efficient fighting units in 
heavy weather than were the 
earlier destroyers, and heavy 
weather is not unknown on the 
Australian Station. 

The main armament of the 
"Battles" is their 4.5-inch guns, 
and these, instead of being only 
partially covered by shields, and 
only partially power-operated, as 

is the case in the "Tribal" class 
vessels, are fully enclosed in tur-
rets, and are fully power-operat-
ed. In the earlier classes of de-
stroyers, fire could sometimes be 
maintained with the main arma-
ment in bad weather only by a 
reduction of speed; but the com-
plete enclosure in turrets in these 
new vessels not only gives some 
protection to the guns' crews 
against counter fire, but also pro-
tects them against heavy weather 
and high seas, enabling the guns 
to be fought while the ship main-
tains speed. 

The /act that the guns are 
fully power-operated, makes pos-
sible the maintenance of a much 
higher rate of continuous fire 
than formerly. In addition to be-
ing fully enclosed and power-op-
erated, the guns are the instru-
ments of greatly improved fire 
control arrangements; they are 
all-purpose, and can be used for 
anti-ship, shore bombardment, 
and high-angle anti-aircraft fire. 
Through them, therefore, the at-
tacking power of this class of de-
stroyers is increased to a consid-
erable extent. 

In its secondary armament 
suitable for short range surface 
and anti-aircraft fire, the "Battle" 
destroyer is also an advance on 
its predecessors. It is equipped 
with the latest anti-submarine de-
vices, and the various weapon 
improvements are supplemented 
by the installation of the most 
modern radar equipment, giving 
the utmost possible accuracy of 
fire, and determining with a great 
degree of exactitude the position 
of targets, whether of ships or 
aircraft. 

One radical change in orthodox 
design, and which was incorpor-
ated in the original Admiralty 

plans, pmvides fo r deeping quar t ' 
e n for both officers and men both 
fore and a f t in the ships of this 
class. In earlier classes of ships 
in all categories, officers have—in 
the normal run of design—slept 
af t and the men forward. But 
experience of the last war show-
ed that it was essential that both 
officers and men should sleep as 
closely as they could to the par-
ticular battle station to which 
they were allotted. The new ar-
rangement of sleeping quarters 
in the "Battles" makes this pos-
sible. 

Ventilation generally through-
out the ships of this class has 
also been considerably improved 
on previous designs, and in a 
number of compartments air-con-
ditioning has been installed. 

In building the "Battle" class 
vessels in Australia, the Royal 
Australian Navy has retained all 
these features of the original 
Admiralty design. But the R.A.N. 
Construction Branch has other-
wise considerably modified and 
altered the detailed plans, in or-
der to permit the incorporation 
in the new destroyer of better 
amenities for the Ship's Comple-
ment, and the provision of addi-
tional secondary armament to 
that with which the Battle Class 
vessels of the Royal Navy are 
equipped. 

The improved amenities are 
those planned to make the ships 
more suitable for service in the 
Tropics. They include, among 
other things, a better layout of 
messes and living quarters; the 
provision of a cafeteria system, 
of refrigerator units and cold-
water drinking sets; the inclusion 
of a laundry equipped with a 
washing machine and drying ap-
paratus; a roomier Sick Bay than 
that in other destroyers; and im-
proved facilities for bathing. 

The inclusion of these modifi-
cations and improvements called 
for the devising of means of sav-
ing weight in some parts of the 
ship to compensate for extra 

weight that inevitably would have 
to be placed in other parts. The 
problem was solved by providing 
for the use of aluminium in cer-
tain of the upperworks. of the 
vessel and its equipment, and in 
the furniture, kit lockers, and 
mess fittings. Furthermore, a 
considerable part of the minor 
bulkheads and deckhouses are 
built of a non-corrosive alumin-
ium alloy. 

A feather in Australia's cap 
lies in the fact that many import-
ant components of the engines 
and boilers in the new destroyer, 
components which arc of the 
most highly technical type and 
called for a high standard of 
technical efficiency in their con-
struction, were made entirely by 
Australian workmen from Aus-
tralian materials. This is a dis-
tinct advance in Australian ability 
and workmanship, as in the past, 
similar parts were always import-
ed from overseas when destroy-
ers have been built here. 

The engines of the "Tobruk" 
are the most powerful marine en-
gines that have ever been built 
in the Commonwealth, develop-
ing a total of 50,000 shaft horse 
power on two shafts. The boil-
ers are of three-drum water-tube 
type, and are fitted with super 
heaters. W i t h a displacement 
tonnage of 3,300 tons, a length of 
379 feet and a beam of 41 feet, 
the designed speed of the ship 
is over 32 knots. 

"Tobruk ," and her sister, 
"Anzac," which is being com-
pleted at Williamstown, will be 
valuable additions to the grow-
ing Royal Australian Navy, and 
will play significant parts in any 
duties that the Royal Australian 
Navy may at any future time be 
called upon to perform. 

Keep a Good 
Lookout 
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WORLD 
From our Correspondents in 

L O N D O N and N E W YORK 

By 
A I R MAIL 

BUSY W A T E R F R O N T . 

Melbourne residents overlook-
ing Hobson's Bay have become 
accustomed to seeing the bay 
with quite a number of ships ly-
ing at anchor awaiting berths. 
Towards the end of last year the 
state of congestion of the port 
was chronic, and the Bay at 
night presented quite a spectacle 
with the brilliant deck lights of 
the waiting ships. In an aerial 
photograph of the Victoria Dock 
in the River Yarra last month, an 
"Argus" photographer listed 
quite a fleet of ships filling every 
available berth, and representing 
a number of nations and trades 
with the vessels "Pioneer Wave ." 
"Tjipanas," "Hoegh Silvercloud," 
"Scottish Monarch," "Parra-
koola," "Beatus," "Goonawarra," 
"Rhodesia Star," "Yarrawonga," 
"Dongola," "Springbank," "Mer-
kur," "Braeside," "Port Victor," 
"Ceramic," "Iron Duke," and 
"River Murray." 

ALLIED DEFENCE S H I P P I N G 
P O O L 

Canada's Prime Minister, Mr. 
St. Laurent, last month announc-
ed that his Government was dis-
cussing, particularly with the 
United Kingdom Government, the 
establishment of an Allied de-
fence shipping pool, which Can-
ada hoped would assure the ful-
filment of her shipping needs in 
time of war, according to a re-
port from Ottawa. Under the 
proposed plan, Canada would 

have a deep-sea merchant fleet 
of 500,000 tons, comprising 40 
ships, compared with her present 
tonnage of 1,200,000 tons. Sub-
sidiary measures would release 
shipowners from restrictions 
against the sale abroad of vessels 
built in wartime, and enable un-
employed merchant seamen to 
come under an official vocational 
training scheme. Pending the 
creation of the proposed pool, the 
Government, Mr. St. Laurent 
said, would give a one-year sub-
sidy of three million dollars to 
the Canadian shipping industry. 

G E R M A N SHIPBUILDERS. 
Dr. Schiller, the Hamburg 

Alderman for Economic Affairs, 
stated last month that Hamburg 
shipbuilders have more than 
doubled their orders since the 
Bonn Agreement gave additional 
shipbuilding rights to Germany. 
A t the beginning of December, 
orders totalled £3,500,000 Sterl-. 
ing. 

ALL-AFRICA SCHEME 
The South African Govern- ' 

mcnt is sponsoring a conference, 
which' it is planned to hold at 
Johannesburg towards the end 
of this year, at which will be dis-
cussed measures which may re-
sult i n . Africa becoming a great 
exporting continent. Representa-
tives of Britain, the British Col-
onies in Africa, and the Gov-
ernments of France, Belgium and 
Portugal, will meet to discuss a 

great scheme for the linking up 
of all Africa, by which it is hop-
ed to step up Africa's production 
of food and raw materials by 
facilitating land transport be-
tween all African territories. 

B R I T A I N ' S T O U R I S T 
A T T R A C T I O N S 

In the chase for the Almighty 
Dollar, the British Travel, Asso-
ciation has issued a new booklet 
in which the lure of Britain's 
literary shrines is being exploited 
in the hope of attracting more 
tourists with dollars to spend. O n 
a map in the booklet—which is 
entitled "Literary Asiociations in 
Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land"—areas of literary interest 
are indicated as "Shakespeare's 
Country", "Scott 's Country," 
and so on, accompanied by brief 
notes on the authors. Over 
half-a-million tourists visited Brit-
ain during the year 1948, and 
spent £47 million. Of this total, 
100,000 were Americans who 
spent some £12J millions' worth 
of dollars. 

A U S T R A L I A M A Y LOSE 
LINERS 

One result of the British drive 
for the Atlantic tourist trade 
during 1950 may—according to 
the London "Daily Express"—be 
that some of the large modern 
liners on the United Kingdom-
Australia run might temporarily 
b e diverted from the Australian 

L . zssA 

t A i t . T h e newspaper reported 
that last month talks took place 
between the Treasury and rep-
resentatives of the Shipping Com-
panies a rd the Transport Minis-
try regarding the transfer of ves-
sels to other services. The \ jp i t -
ed Kingdom-India-Australia run 
is likely to be that most affected, 
as plans are for the Cunard 
Whi te Star Line to charter P. fcr» 
O. ships for the Atlantic luxury 
trade, vessels suggested being the 
"Himalaya" a n d . "Stratheden," 
and possibly also the "Chusan," 
the latest P. & O. ship, complet-
ng at Barrow. 

N O R T H A T L A N T I C 
BOTTLENECK 

It is anticipated that the North 
Atlantic will constitute the big-
gest shipping bottleneck this year, 
when that ocean's routes will 
have to carry a lot of traffic.. It 
is estimated that two million 
people will go to Rome for Holy 
Year, apart from other travel. To 
help to cope with this, it is ex-
pected that the former German 
liner, the 50,000-ton "Europa," 
and the 26,000-ton "Empress of 
Scotland" will operate in the 
trade. 

BRITISH S H I P B U I L D I N G 
During the calendar years 

1946, 1947 and 1948, orders ac-
cepted by British shipbuilding 
firms' totalled 1,516,000 tons. 
1,814,000 tons, i nd 1,345,000 
tons respectively. A t the' end of 
1948, however, orders in hand in 
British yards had fallen to 
400,000 tons. Though many 
shipbuilders had orders on their 
books sufficient to keep their 
yards satisfactorily employed for 
some 18 months to two years, 
beyond that the outlook is re-
garded as "grievously uncertain." 

C O N T R I B U T I N G F A C T O R S 

Various factors contribute to 
this condition. There is the re-
appearance of both Germany and 
Japan in the shipbuilding scene 
for one thing. Then, although an 

uncomfortably large proportion 
of the British Merchant Service 
has passed beyond its normal 
economic life, the high cost of 
new tonnage, the rising price of 
fuel, the difficulty of quoting 
firm prices, and doubts as to the 
trend of the freight rates, are de-
terring owners from entering the 
market. Furthermore, the liner 
reconversion and reconditioning 
programme is now near comple-
tion, and so far devaluation has 
not brought in from the United 
States of America the orders that 
had been canvassed. In fact 
President Truman has ordered 
the preparation of legislation to 
raise the shipbuilding subsidies 
as an offset to the effects of the 
devaluation of Sterling. As a 
result, both employers and work-
ers in the British yards are be-
coming increasingly concerned 
over the longer-term outlook. 

O C E A N T E R M I N A L A T 

S O U T H A M P T O N . 

Plans have been prepared for 
the erection of a new passenger 
terminal at Ocean Dock, South-
ampton, the building of which is 
estimated to cost £750,000. The 
terminal, which will accommodate 
the Atlantic "monsters" "Queen 
Mary" and "Queen Elizabeth," 
will be of two storeys, surmount-
ed by an eighty'foot tower which 
will be a landmark for overseas 
visitors. 

The terminal will be served by 
railway, and two full-length boat 
trains will be able to operate 
simultaneously from an island 
platform on the ground floor. 

H A M B U R G ' S RENAISSANCE. 

The port of Hamburg is mak-
ing a marvellous recovery, and 
has been transformed since the 
end of the war. All but 300 of 
the 2,700 ships which were sunk 
in the harbour have been remov-
ed, and fifty per cent, of the har-
bour installations are in working 
order. The shipyards will get 
150,000 tons of steel this year, 

' 

and will be permitted to build 
ships up to 7,200 tons, and twelve 
knots speed. • 1 
> , . • . - 9 

S I N G A P O R E ALSO. 

Singapore is another port that 
has largely recovered from the 
wartime damage and neglect 
which it suffered. Previous to 
the Japanese occupation, almost 
seventy per cent, of the transit 
sheds were destroyed in enemy 
air raids, and much damage was 
done in the ship-repair yards. 
During their occupation, the Jap-
anese made no attempt at recon-
struction, nor had they perform-
ed any dredging or maintenance 
of the port 's installations. W h e n 
the Singapore Harbour Board re-
sumed control on the resumption 
of the Civil Government in 
April, 1946, it was faced with 
many problems. These have been 
tackled so successfully that by 
1948 sufficient had been done to 
make it possible to begin the exe-
cution of the Board's long-term 
policies for the improvement of 
Singapore's facilities. Today, it 
is stated, the rate of work in the 
port is higher than it was before 
the war, and the damage done 
to cargo during the course of 
handling is lower. 

" R A N G I T O T O ' S " 

STATISTICS. 

Built by Vickers-Armstrongs, 
Ltd., at Walker-on-Tyne, the 
"Rangitoto", at 21,809 tons, is 
the largest Tyne-built ship for 
ten years. Of 609 feet length, 
and 81 feet extreme beam, she is 
propelled by two sets of Vickcrs-
Doxford Diesel engines, designed 
to give her a service speed of 17 
knots. She carries 400 passeng-
ers, has a crew of 220, and he r ' 
cargo space embraces 500,000 
cubic feet of insulated space for 
the carriage of meat, dairy pro- i 
duce or fruit , and 180,000 cubic • 
feet for general cargo. 



News of the World s Navies 
1 

E N H A N C E D N A V A L C O S T S 
Speaking of the great advarces 

in Naval technique during .<nd 
since the war, the First Lord of 
the Admiralty, Viscount Hall, 
recently said that there was a 
price to be paid for these. The 
cost of equipping a fleet carrier 
was now twenty-five times great-
er than in pre-war days, and the 
same thing applied to a destroy 
er. This meant a substantial in-
crease in the number of skilled 
personnel in ships' complements. 
O n ^ of the great problems of the 
time was to keep abreast of the 
scientific knowledge obtained, 
and to apply that knowledge in 
new and existing ships and make 
provision for these changcs with-
in financial resources. 

C E Y L O N ' S N A V Y 

W h e n the minesweeper "Fly 
ing Fish" was handed over to 
Ceylon's Navy at Colombo rc-
cendy by the Commander-in-
Chief. East Indies Station—Vice-
Admiral C. H. L. Woodhouse, 
C.B.—as a gift from the British 
Government, it was received by 
the Prime Minister of Ceylon, 
Mr. Senanayake. The first ship 
of Ceylon's Navy, the "Flying 
Fish"—now renamed "Vijaya"— 
was built in Canada in 1944. Her 
complement, of 83 men and six 
officers, is entirely Ceylonese. 

S A L E O F S H I P S ' B E L L S 

Since the war, the Director of 
Stores, Admiralty, has offered for 
sale approximately 1,000 bells 
from British warships. They 
have been disposed of annually in 
lots of about 400 to Naval per-
sonnel and civilians. The bells 
come from all types of ships, in-
cluding the capital ships "An-
son," "Howe," "Duke of York," 
and "King George V . " They 
vary in size and condition; and 
in price range from £18 for the 
294-lb. bell of the old "Royal 

Sovereign" to £2 for the bell of 
the Holly class Trawler "Lilac." 

R . N . R E F I T T I N G R E S E R V E 
S H I P S 

A number of shipbuilding 
firms on the Clyde, at Liverpool, 
in South Wales, at London and 
on the Tync, have benefited from 
Admiralty's refitting programme 
for Reserve Fleet ships, of which 
22 have been taken in hand. 
They arc the destroyers "Obed-
ient," "Orwell," and "Obdurate"; 
the frigates "Talybont," "Bel-
voir," and "Loch Scavaig"; the 
corvettes "Hadleigh Castle," "Ox-
ford Castle," "Rushen Castle," 
"Morpeth Castle," "Carisbrooke 
Castle," and "Alnwick Castle"; 
the boom defence vessels "Bar-
castle", "Barrier," and "Bar-
glow"; the minesweepers "Wat-
erwich" and 1586 and 1583; and 
the minelayers "Linnet", "Stone-
chat", and "Miner I."; and the 
trawler "Sandray." 

B E L G I A N N A V Y 

Six Algcrine Class fleet mine-
sweepers are being acquired by 
the Belgian Navy from the Brit-
ish Government. The first two 
to be transferred are H.M. Ships 
"Liberty" and "Cadmus." "Lib-
erty", built by Harland and 
Woolff at Belfast, was commis-
sioned in 1944 and joined the 
10th. Mincsweeping Flotilla, tak-
ing part in sweeping the lUvers 
Elbe and Weser, and later pro-
ceeding to the Far East and op-
erating in the Hong Kong area 
and in Japanese waters, and, 
eventually, sweeping the exten-
sive Japanese minefields off 
Borneo. "Cadmus," commission-
ed in 1942, spent three years op-
erating in the Mediterranean, in-
cluding the sweeping before the 
Allied Invasion Forces into 
North Africa, Sicily, Salerno and 
Anzio. "Cadmus" was then with 
the 12th. Minesweeping Flotilla. 

A N T A R C T I C A G R E E M E N T 
The agreement reached be-

tween the British, Argentine, and 
Chilean Governments, which was 
reached on the 18th. January 
last year for the purpose of avoid-
ing the risk of incidents during 
the Antarctic summer season of 
1948-49, has been extended for 
a further period. Statements 
have been exchanged between 
the three Governments in the 
following terms; "Being anxious 
to avoid any misunderstanding in 
the Antarctic which may affect 
the friendly relations between 
the United Kingdom, Argentine 
and Chili, the Governments of 
these three countries have in-
formed each other that in present 
circumstances they foresee no 
need to send warships south of 
latitude 60 degrees during the 
1949-1950 Antarctic season apart, 
of course, from movements such 
as have been customary for a 
number of years." 

R . N . C H A P L A I N S U N I F O R M 

His Majesty the King has been 
pleased to approve that all Chap-
lains entered in the Royal Navy 
on or after the 3rd. November, 
1948, are to wear naval uniform. 
Chaplains entered before" that 
date will retain the - option of 
wearing naval uniform or civilian 
clerical attire. The existing prac-
tice under which Chaplains have 
no Naval rank and wear no 
badges of rank will continue. 

P A K I S T A N N A V Y 
The High Commissioner for 

Pakistan, Hahib Rahimtoola, ac-
cepted the destroyer H.M.S. 
"Offa" when she was handed 
over for the Pakistan Navy at 
Plymouth last month. The de-
stroyer was renamed H.M.P.S. 
"Tar iq" by the Begum Iskander 
Mirza, wife of Lieutenant-Coi-
onel Iskander Mirza, the Pakistan 
Minister for Defence. 
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N A V A L N U R S I N G SERVICE 

The Countess of Limerick, 
deputy chairman of the British 
Red Cross Society, who served 
as a V.A.D. in the 1914-18 War , 
and was deputy chairrAan of the 
loint war organisation of the 
British Red Cross Society and the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
trom 1941-47, said in an inter-
view recently: " W e have not 
been recruiting V.A.D.'s for the 
Army or the R.A.F. since soon 
after the war ended, but we have 
continued for the Navy, and now 
a naval reserve is to be formed." 
The Admiralty has stated that 
the R.N. now has several hun-
dred members of Voluntary Aid 
Detachments on service under 
two-year engagements. 

S O U T H A F R I C A N N A V Y 

Negotiations were taking place 
last month between the South 
African and British Governments 

according to a statement by 
Lieutenant-General Len Beyers, 
Chief of the South African Gen-
eral Staff—concerning destroyers 
of the "Wager" class laid up at 
Simonstown in charge of care 
and maintenance parties of the 
Royal Navy. Recounting Gen-
eral Beyers' statement, the Dur-
ban correspondent of "The 
Times," London, said that it was 
the intention of the Union Gov-
ernment to take over two of the 
destroyers, which would then be 
manned by South African crews. 

T H E K I N G ' S V I S I T T O 
U.S .S . " C O L U M B U S " 

His Majesty the King received 
a great welcome when he visited 
U.S.S. "Columbus," flagship of 
Admiral Conolly, Commander of 
the U.S. Naval Forces in the 
Hastern Atlantic and Mediterran-
ean, at Portsmouth. All ships in 
the port were dressed overall, 
and as the King was piped on 
board the "Columbus," th» Royal 
Standard was hoisted in the flag-
ship. A guard of honour of 
United States Marines, with their 
band, was mounted, and was in-
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spected by the King, who after-
wards was conducted over the 
ship, His Majesty subsequently 
taking lunch with Admiral 
Conolly. 

T H E U - B O A T P R O B L E M . 

The Royal Navy is experiment-
ing with the production of anti-
submarine vessels capable of deal-
ing with submarines of the great-
ly enhanced submerged speeds 
now attainable. It is said that an 
entirely new design of warship 
has been pvolved, combining the 
speed of a destroyer with the 
sturdiness of a frigate. Among 
measures being taken is the re-
construction and reclassification 
of the destroyers "Rocket" and 
"Relentless" as "fast frigates"; 
and the "Hotham," last of the 
"Captain" class frigates, is being 
fitted with a gas-turbine engine 
which, though still in the experi-
mental stage, is expected to drive 
more, farther, and faster. 
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ANNIVERSARIES OF THE MONTH 
JANUARY IS AN IMPORTANT MONTH FOR AUSTRAUA, FOR IT WAS IN JANUARY, 

1788, THAT THE FIRST FLEET REACHED THESE SHORES, AND THE FOUNDATION 

OF THE COMMONWEALTH WAS LAID. by Job* Clark 

AMONG the happenings of 
Naval importance that have 

occurred in the month of Janu-
ary, was the death of Francis 
Drake, on the 28th of the month 
in 1596, in the "Defiance" off 
Puerto Bello, Panama. 

It was a sorry ending to a life 
of action and adventure. In the 
last weeks of his life "he never 
carried mirth nor joy in his face," 
for this, his final expedition, was a 
failure. For years he had been out 
of favour with Elizabeth. He had 
secured her goodwill and backing 
—to the tune of £70,000—for this 
venture, and had nothing to show 
in return. The scenes of his for-
mer triumphs in the Caribbean 
were now strange to him. "I know 
no more of the Indies," he told 
the soldier, Captain Maynardc, 
who sailed with him. "than you 
do. I never thought a place could 
be so dhanged, as it were, from a 
delicious and pleasant arbour into 
a vast and desert wilderness." 
But, "we must have gold before 
we return to England." 

In Nicaragua Bay he sickened 
of dysentery. The sickness in-
creased, he bm.rr.c JJirious, and 
as the "Defiance" came abreast of 
Puerto Bello at seven o'clock on 
the morning of the 28th January, 
he died raving. 

It was in January, 1699, on.the 
14th, that William Dampier sailed 
from the Downs on his voyage to 
'Ter ra Australis" "with a fair 
Wind, in His Majesty's Ship the 
'Roebuck,' carrying but 12 Guns 
in this Voyage, and 50 Men and 
Boys, with 20 Months' Provision." 
On the 1st of August following, 
after sounding his way carefully 
in, working on "Mr. Tasman's 
Draught," Dampier sighted land 

on the west coast of Australia, and 
five days later the "Roebuck" en-
tered a sound "which I call'd 
Shark's Bay." 

On the 1st of January, 1700, 
Dampier and his men "first de-
scribed the Land of New Guinea, 
which appear'd to be high land 
. . . very well clothed with tall, 
flourishing Trees." Twelve months 
later, on the I l th January, 1701, 
the "Roebusk" sailed from the 
Cape of Good Hope to her last 
resting place at Ascension Island, 
where she sank, having sprung a 
leak which could not be stopped, 
though "I ordered the in the mean 
Time to stop in Oakum, and some 
Pieces of Beef." And there, as did 
Dampier and his company, wc will 
leave her. 

W e move on towards the latter 
end of the Eighteenth Century, 
to January 16th, 1780, when Rod-
ney defeated a Spanish fleet un-
der Langara, off Cape St. Vincent. 
Rodney was on his way out to the 
West Indies when he came on the 
Spanish force, consisting of 11 
line-of-battleships and two frigates. -
The engagement lasted for more 
than 12 hours. Four of the Spani-
ards made their escape, two drove 
ashore and were lost after they 
strudc, and the remainder were 
captured. Rodney then proceeded 
to Gibraltar, revictualled it with 
captured Spanish supplies, and 
continued his voyage to the Indies. 

The January of eight years later 
was a great one for Australia. On 
the 18th January, 1788, the "Sup-
ply," wearing die broad pendant 
of Commodore Phillip, entered 
Botany Bay. The following morn-, 
ing the transports "Alexander," 
"Scarborough," and "Friendship" 
arrived and anchored; and on the 

morning of the 20th, H.M.S. 
"Sirius," with the rest of the First 
Fleet, rounded Cape Solander, and 
came to an anchor at nine o'clock. 
Seven days later the "Supply" 
weighed and proceeded from 
Botany Bay to Port Jackson, an-
choring about seven in the evening 
in Sydney Cove. The rest of the 
fleet came up the following day, 
the 26th January. 

At daylight that day, marines 
and convicts had landed from the 
"Supply," the Union Jack had 
been hoisted, the health of the 
King and Queen and the Prince 
of Wales, and the success of the 
colony, had been drunk in four 
glasses of porter; a feu de joie had 
been fired and three cheers given. 
Australia was founded. 

Let us move westward across 
the Indian Ocean, to that Cape of 
Good Hope which Phillip had 
left, en route to Botany, on the 
12th November, 1787. The Cape 
was then a Dutch colony. But 
when war was resumed—following 
the Peace of Amiens the previous 
year—between Britain and France 
in 1803, the Batavian Republic, 
then part of France, was included 
in the British declaration of hostili-
ties, and in 1805 Sir Home Riggs 
Popham was given the command 
of a fleet of three ships of the line 
and five smaller vessels, for the 
capture of the Cape. 

The fleet—plus transports carry-
ing 5000 troops—made rendezvous 
at Robben Island, in Table Bay, 
on the 4th January, 1806, and 
landings were effected at Saldanha 
and Blauwberg Bays. Within a 
very short time, the capitulation of 
the Cape was secured. 

In January, 1841, another out 
post of the Empire was obtained 

with die British occupation of 
Hong Kong. That was at the tune 
of the first Opium War , when 
Hong Kong was used by the Brit-
ish Squadron as its headquarters, 
and was formerly annexed as a 
base when things became serious. 
When peace was finally signed in 
the cabin of H.M.S. "Cornwallis," 
the ceding of Hong Kong in p f f 
petuity to Britain was one of the 
treaty conditions. 

It was on the 29th January, 
1856, that a prized British decora-
tion was instituted by the Queeii 
—the Victoria Cross—for "con-
spicuous bravery or devotion to the 
country in the presence of the 
enemy." # 

The Royal Navy fought a suc-
cessful engagement in the Dogger 
Bank action of the 24th January, 
1915, when the 1st Battle Cruiser 
Squadron, with Vice-Admiral Sir 
David Beatty, flying his flag in 
"Lion," the 1st Light Cruiser 
Squadron, and light cruisers and 
destroyers of the Harwich Force, 
intercepted a German force con-
sisting of three battle cruisers, the 
battleship "Blucher," six light 
cruisers and a number of destroy-
ers, off the Dogger Bank. 

The action settled down into a 
stern chase, and resulted in the 
Germans losing "Blucher"—it may 
he remembered that the photo-
graph of her capsized, with mem-
bers of her crew walking on her 
side, was one of the outstanding 
war pictures of 1914-18—while 
two battle cruisers, "Derfflinger" 
and "Seydlitz" were severely dam-
aged and suffered heavy casualties. 
On the British side, slight damage 
was done to "Lion" and "Tiger," 
and to the destroyer "Meteor," 
with total casualties of six killed 
and 22 wounded. 

It was during that same month, 
but earlier, on the 5th January, 
1915, that the battle cruiser 
H.M.A.S. "Australia"—shortly to 
join the Battle Cruiser Squadrons 
of the Grand Fleet, and now on 
passage from Australia—intercept-
ed and sank the German liner 
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"Eteooore Woermann" off the 
Falkland* "Australia" reacted 
Plymouth on the 28th of the 
month, and completed her first 
commission, having in 18 months 
steamed 59,514 miles. 

And so on to more recent times. 
It was in January, 1941, that 

the "Inshore Squadron" was form-
ed, in which Australian destroyers 
were to do much useful work on 
the Libyan coast. On the 12th of 
the month H.M.A.S. "Sydney" 
passed through the Suez Canal on 
her way home after her most suc-
cessful year in the Mediterranean, 
On the 2nd, "Stuart" and "Vam-
pire" intercepted and sank the 
Italian schooner "San Diego." 
And on the 22nd Tobruk was cap-
tured by the British forces. 

January, 1942, was a month of 
mixed fortunes—mainly poor ones. 
In the seesaw campaign in Libya, 
the British 8th Army captured 
Bardia. P u t on this side of the 
world, the Japanese were advanc-
ing all along the line in their 
southward penetration. On the 
night of the 26th-27th, H.M.A.S. 
"Vampire," with H.M.S. "Tha-
net," was in action with a Japanese 
invasion force at Endau, Malaya, 
"Thanet" being lost, while the 
Japanese also suffered ship losses. 

By January 12 months later, the 
tide had turned. In the Middle 
East, the British Eighth Army, 
having cleaned up Libya, entered 
Tripoli. On the 14th of the month, 
all organised Japanese resistance 
in Papua came to an end. On the 
22nd t h e trawler H.M.A.S. 
"Patn-ja Cam" was sunk by 
Japanese air attack off Wessel 
Island. * 

By January, 1944, the Allied 
advance was well under way. On 
the 2nd, "Arunta" and "Warra-
munga" were in the covering force 
for the landing at Saidor, and 
both on this side of the world, and 
in Europe, things were going well 
with the Allies. 

January, 1945, was a busy 
month. On the 3rd British forces 
occupied Akyab, an officer of the 
R.A.N, being the first man to en-
ter the town after the Japanese oc-

_ Between the 3rd and 
the 6th, 'H.M.A Ships " A p t a -
lia," "Shropshire," "Arunta," 
"Warramtmga," "Manoora," "Ka-
nimbla," Westralia," and die • 
ships of the Survey Group, "Gas-
coyne," "Benalla," "Warrego," 
and H.D.M.L. 1074, were engag-
ed in the Lingayen Gulf opera-
tions. 

"Australia" suffered heavily 
from the attentions of Japanese 
suicide aircraft between the 5th 
and 9th, being badly damaged, 
and with casualties amounting to 
27 officers and men killed or died 
of wounds, 17 missing, presumed 
killed, and 65 wounded. Austra-
lian destroyers of the 7th Flotilla 
were engaged in operations in 
Burma, and on the 18th H.M.S. 
"Howe," of the British Pacific 
Fleet arrived on the Australia Sta-
tion. Between the 4th and the 
29th, British naval forces carried 
out air strikes and bombardments 
on Sumatra. 

It was the last January of the 
1939-45 War. 
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WHAT THE NAVY IS DOINC 
1 

THE Navy starts off the New Year with the major units of the Fleet 
completing leave and refit periods, and about to embark on the 

programme of cruises and exercises for 1950. The Summer Cruise 
starts this month, and during February and March the Fleet will be In 
New Zealand waters, where joint exercises will he carried out with the 
New Zealand Squadron. 

Last month the two submarines of the Royal Navy, H.M. Ships 
Telemachus and Thorough. arrived in Australian waters, and will 
embark on a series of anti submarine exercises with the Fleet. 

There have been a number of change^ in command since the§c 
notes were last written. Captain W . H. Harrington, D.S.O., A.D C , 
R.A.N., who has been Captain (D) of the 10th Destroyer Flotilla and 
Commanding Officer of H.M.A.S. Warramunga since May, 1948, has 
been appointed Director of Manning at Navy Office, Melbourne, in 
succession to Captain J. C. D Esdailc, C.B.E., R.A.N., who will retire 
shortly; Captain Harrington is being succeeded as Captain (D) and 
Commanding Officer of H.M.A.S. Warramunga by Captain A W. R. 
McNicoll, G.M., R.A.N., who thus vacates the appointment of Senior 
Officer, 1st Frigate Flotilla and Commanding Officer, HM.A.S. Shoal-
haven, Lieutenant-Commander I. H. McDonald, has been appointed 
Commanding Officer. H.M.A.S. Shoalhat'en, in succession to Captain 
McNicoll. 

There is a change also in the command of H.M.A.S. Bataari, to 
which appointment goes Commander W . B. M. Marks, R.A.N., in 
succession to Commander F. N. Cook, D.S.O., R.A.N., who has been 
appointed in command of H.M.A.S. Kuttabul, Sydney 

Other news of, note since these comments were last recorded is that 
H.M.A.S. Tobrul^, the Battle Class destroyer which has been under 
construction at Cockatoo Island Dockyard, has been completed and 
undergoing trials. She is commanded by Commander T. K. Morrison, 
O.B.E., D.S.C., R.A.N. Some details of her construction arc in an 
article in this issue of "The Navy." 

FLEET DISPOSITIONS 

The Aircraft Carrier: 
H.M.A.S. Sydnev (Captain R. 

R. Dowling, D.S.O., R.A.N.) 
wearing the Flag of Rear-Admiral 
J. A. S. Eccles, C.B.E., Flag Offi-
cer Commanding His Majesty's 
Australian Fleet, is in Sydney, 
where she has been at availability 
for refit and leave since the 12th 
November last. It is anticipated 
that she will depart from Sydney 
on the 11th January for Jervis Bay, 
where she will remain until the 
24th of the mSnth, her subsequent 
programme being: Western port, 
the 26th to 28th January; Ade-

laide, the 30th January to the 6th 
February; Melbourne, the 8th Feb-
ruary; Hobart, from the 10th to the 
19th February, departing thence for 
New Zealand. She should remain 
in New Zealand waters until the 
31st March, visiting Wellington, 
Akaroa, Auckland, and the Bay of 
Islands, returning to Jervis Bay on 
the 4th April, and Sydney on the 
6th. On her return to Sydney, 
H.M.A.S. Sydney will be available 
for leave and urgent defects until 
the 31st May, and is expected to 
depart for the United Kingdom 
about the 5th June. 

The Cruiser: 
H.M.A.S. Australia (Captain 

G. C. Oldham, D.S.C., R.A.N.) 
is in Sydney, where it is antici-
pated that she will remain at avail-
ability for leave and refit until the 
11th February Later in the month 
she should depart to join the Flag 
in New Zealand waters. On her 
return to Australia on the 8th 
April, the Flag will be transferred 
to her from H.M.A.S. Sydney. 
She will then carry out a training 
programme in the Sydney-Mel-
bourne area. 

10th. Destroyer Flotilla: 
H.M.A.S. Warramunga (Cap-

tain (D) 10, Captain A. W . R 
McNicoll. G.M., R.A.N.) is in 
Sydney at availability for leave 
and refit until the 20th January, 
after which she will sail in com-
pany with one of H.M. Sub-
marines to New Zealand. i 

H.M.A.S. Bataan (Commander 
W . B. M. Marks. R.A.N.) is in 
Sydney, where she has been at 
availability for refit and leave. She 
departs Sydney with the Flagship 
on the 11th of this month, and 
thenceafter her programme will be 
identical with that of the Flag un-
til her return to Sydney on the 
6th April. From 10th April until 
the 26th May, Bataan will be at 
availability for leave and urgent 
defects, and will sail from Sydney 
about the 7th June for Japanese 
waters, to relieve H.M.A.S. Shoal-
haven. 

1st. Frigate Flotilla: 
H.M.A.S. Shoalhavcn (Lieuten-

ant-Commander I. H. McDonald, 
R.A N.) completed availability for 
leave and urgent defects on the 
30th December last, following 
which she was to be sailed from 
Sydney so as to relieve H.M.A.S. 
Culgoa on duty with the Allied 
Naval Forces in Japanese waters 
at Kure on the 1st February. 

H.M.A.S. Culgoa (Lieutenant-
Commander V. G. J e r r a m, 
R.A.N.) is in Japanese waters 
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at Sea and Ashore 
with the Allied Naval Forces. She 
will be relieved by H.M.A.S. 
Shoalhavcn on the 1st February, 
and on her return to Sydney about 
the 13th March, will have avail-
ability for leave and refit until the 
5th May, and will then come un-
der the operational control of the 
Flag Officer-in-Charge, New South 
Wales, for training exercises with 
the 1st Frigate Flotilla and H.M. 
Submarines. 

H.M.A.S. Murchison (Lieuten-
ant-Commander W . P. Cook, 
R.A.N.) is in Sydney carrying out 
training under the operational con-
trol of the Flag Officer-in-Charge, 
New South Wales. 

H .M. Submarines: 
H.M. Ships Telemachus (Lieu-
tenant O. Lascelles, D.S.C., R.N.) 
and Thorough ( 
are under the operational control 
of the Flag Officer-in-Charge, 
New South Wales, for training 
exercises. 

10th. L A T . Flotilla: 
H.M.A.S. Taral^an (Lieutenant-

Commander H. K. D w y e r, 
R.A.N.R.) is operating under the 
direction of the Naval Board. 

H.M.A.S. Labuan (Lieutenant-
Commander F. D. Shaw, R.A.N.) 
is operating under the command 
of the Naval Board. 

Australian Minesweepers: 
These two vessels are based on 

Flinders Naval Depot, and com-
prise the Training Flotilla: 

H.M.A.S. Gladstone (Lieuten-
ant-Commander R. A. H. Millar, 
R.A.N.) . ' 

H.M.A.S. Latrobe (Lieutenant 
R. J. Scrivenor, R .A.N. ) . 

Survey Ships: 
H.M.A. Ships Worre go and 

Barcoo are in Sydney. 
H.M-A.S. Lachlan (Lieutenant-

Commander W . Sharpey-Schaeffer 
R.N.) is carrying out surveying 
duties in New Zealand waters. 

ROYAL N A V Y 
East Indies Station: 

There will be a change in Com-
mand of the East Indies Station 
this year, when Vice-Admiral C. 
H. L. Woodhouse, K.C.B., is suc-
ceeded as Commander-in-Chief in 
April next by Vice-Admiral G. N. 
Oliver, C.B., D.S.O. and Bar,-who 
is at present President of the 
Royal Naval College, Greenwich. 
Admiral Oliver served as Senior 
Officer, Inshore Squadron, during 
the operations for the capture of 
North Africa in 1942-43, and 
commanded Force N, Joint Anglo-
American Assault Force at Salerno. 
As a Commodore 1st Class he 
commanded Force J, Joint Anglo-
Canadian Assault Force, at the 
invasion of Normandy. From Oc-
tober, 1944, until the end of the 
war he commanded the 21st Air-
craft Carrier Squadron in the 
Eastern Mediterranean and South 
East Asia. He was appointed As-
sistant Chief of the Naval Staff, 
Admiralty, in 1946. 
H.M.S. "Ocean": 

This month the light fleet air-
craft-carrier H.M.S. Ocean (Cap-
tain R. F. Elkins, O.B.E., R.N.) 
reached Singapore on a trooping 
voyage from the United Kingdom 
to the Mediterranean, East Indies, 
and Far East Stations. Ending her 
outward voyage at Hong Kong, 
she returns to the United Kingdom 
with men from the Far East and 
East Indies who have completed 
their normal periods of overseas 
service. 
Prize Money: 

Payments of Prize Money in the 
Royal Navy are being authorised 
at the rate of 17,500 a week, and 
at that rate payments should be 
completed by the end of April this 
year. The Admiralty received over 
600,000 claims for prize money, 
and by November last, payment of 
nearly 230,000 of these had been 
authorised. 
Link Wi th R.A.N. 

When t h e cruiser H.M.S. 

Mauritius visited Karachi recently, 
to assist the Staff College Quet ta 
in the first big Combined Opera-
tions Exercise to be held uiere 
since the war and since the parti-
tion and India and Pakistan, she 
received a great welcome, and 
wonderful hospitality was extended 
to her officers and men by both 
British and Pakistan communities. 

On her departure from the port 
she received quite a remarkable 
send-off. Four pipe bands, three 
Army and one Naval, played 
alongside the ship from 0730 and 
all the Staff College staff and 
students, together with many 
representatives of the other two 
Services and large numbers of 
civilians, were there to watch the 
departure. The scene must have 
reminded her Commanding Offi-
cer—Captain T. J. N. Hilken, 
D.S.O. and Bar, R.N.—of that day 
in Alexandria when H.M.A.S. 
Sydney received such an ovation 
on her return from her successful 
action against the Italian cruiser 
Bartolomeo CoHeont, for he was at 
that time Executive Officer of the 
Australian cruiser. 

GENERAL 
Accommodation For Naval Wives 

And Families 
Shortly before the change of 

Government last month, the then 
Minister for the Navy, Mr . Rior-
dan, outlined action which was be-
ing taken to assist Naval person-
nel in finding accommodation for 
their wives and families at reason-
able rentals. The Government, he 
said, had appointed Naval billeting 
officers in Melbourne and Sydney, 
their duties being to find accommo-
dation for wives and families of 
Naval officers and ratings, to in-
spect house properties offered for 
sale to Naval personnel and to en-
sure that these are structurally 
sound, and to advise personnel 
whether the prices asked for pro-
perties are fair and equitable. The 
Government had also approved of 
the purchase of a large guest house 
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PERSONAL 

The '"Commandant Charcot" 

near Melbourne as a temporary 
accommodation centre, on their ar-
rival in Australia, for the families 
of cx-R!N. ratings who have sign-
ed on in the R.A.N, for six years, 
and who have been unable to se-
cure nominators for their de-
pendents. Steps were, the Minister 
said, being taken to secure a simi-
lar property near Sydney. 

In addition to its plans for buy-
ing the two guest houses, the Gov-
ernment planned to convert huts 
in Naval establishments to form 
accommodation units, and to erect 
Nissen huts for the same purpose. 
Some of these huts were already in 
Australia, and others are arriving 
at an early date. About 300 pre-
cut or prefabricated dwellings will 
be erected on sites to be chosen in 
Sydney and at the R.A.N. Air 
Station at Nowra, New South 
Wales, and at Flinders Naval 
Depot, Victoria. 

' As a long-term plan, it is pro-
posed to construct permanent brick 
or timber dwellings and/or flats in 
Naval establishments. Negotiations 
have been entered into with the 
New South Wales Housing Com-
mission for the taking over by the 
Royal Australian Navy of a pro-
portion of the houses which the 
Commission is erecting in the 
Nowra district. These houses will 
be used by married Naval person-
nel and their families. A building 
which was originally one of the 
office blocks of the former Royal 

Australian Naval College at Jer 
vis Bay has been taken over by the 
Royal Australian Navy and is be-
ing converted into four flats for 
Naval families. In addition, an-
other residence has been taken 
over from the Department of the 
Interior on lease as the residence 
of the Commanding Officer of the 
Royal Australian Naval Air Sta-
tion at Nowra. The present ap-
proved plans for the Jervis Bay-
Nowra area involves the provision 
of living units and/or houses and 
other permanent accommodation 
for 53 Naval families. 

The "Commandant Charcot" 
Melbourne saw the unaccustom-

ed sight of French sailors around 
the port last month when the 
French Antarctic Expedition ship, 
"Commandant Charcot," was lying 
at the pier at Port Melbourne. 
They and the ship created con-
siderable interest, as did also the 
husky dogs which the "Com-
mandant Charcot" is carrying. 
A trim little vessel, she is well 
suited for the tasks that lie ahead. 
In the accompanying photograph 
a general idea of the ship is given, 
as also a particular impression of 
refinements of build to equip her 
for work among the ice, such as 
the enlarged, knife-like stem, the 
placing of her hawscpipes and 
anchors, and the float plane which 
she carries aft, something of which 
can be seen just abaft the main-
mast. 

Captain Wilfred Hastings Har-
rington, D.S.O., A.DC. , R.A.N., 
who has been appointed Director 
of Manning at Navy Office, Mel-
bourne, is a Queenslander, who 
was horn at Maryborough on the 
17th May, 1906, and who entered 
the R.A.N. College in 1920. Fol-
i o w i n g sea appointments in 
H.M.A Ships "Brisbane" and 
"Adelaide" after "Passing Out," 
he served with the Royal Navy in 
H.M.S. "Malaya," and taking his 
Sub-Lieutenant's and Lieutenant's 
courses. He was in command of 
H.M.A.S. "Yarra" at the time of 
the outbreak of war in 1939, and 
in that ship saw service on the 
Australian coast, in the Red Sea, 
the Persian Gulf, the Mediter-
ranean 'and the East Indies. Ap-
pointed to HM.A.S. "Australia" 
in April, 1942, he served in her 
in the South-West Pacific area. 
From July, 1944, until March, 
1945, he was in command of 
H.M.A.S. "Quihcron," subse-
quently b e i n g appointed to 
H.M.A.S. "Penguin," Sydney. He 
was promoted Captain in 1947, 
and the following year was ap-
pointed Captain (D) 10, and Com-
manding Officer H.M.A.S. "War-
ramunga," from which position he 
has come to his new appointment. 

Captain W. H. Harrington, 
D.S.O., R.A.N. 

M T W Navy 

N A U T I C A L Q U I Z 
(1) The most famous of the French privateers of the Napo-

peonic Wars period was Robert'Surcouf. Does the name 
mate you think of any ship in the 1939-45 War? 

(2) Do you know the author of the phrase "Damn the tor-
pedoes?" 

(3) A war-time visitor to Australia, a large, fast troopship, 
was the French liner "He de France." After what island 
is she named? 

(4) Who was the first Flag Officer to command the Australian 
Fleet? 

(5) Many merchant ships have done tine service as naval com-
bat ships in time of war, but the "Tweed" was a warship 
which made her name as a merchantman. Do you 
know anything of her? 

(6) Of what is the "Flying Angel" device on a flag indicative? 
(7) A new Norwegian motor tanker, "Pcriclcs," is named 

after a former Norwegian full-rigged ship, "Pericles^' Docs 
the name have any Australian associations? 

(8) "Here, a sheer hulk, lies poor Tom Bowling," sang 
Charles Dihdin. Dihdin used the word "sheer" in its 
sense of "mere" or "absolute." But what is a "sheer-
hulk?" 

(9) Where is Mers el Kebir, and for what is it noted? 
(10) Most seafarers are familiar with the following names. 

Can you tell what nautical requirements their owners fill? 
(a) J. D. Potter; (b) William Cory & Son Ltd.; (c) 
Thos. Walker 6? Son Ltd.; (d) William Watkins Ltd.; 
(e) Kelvin Bottomley and Baird. 

(Answers on page 46) 

Lieutenant - Commander I a n 
Hunter McDonald, R.A.N., who 
has been appointed in command 
of H.M.A.S. "Shoalhcaven," is a 
South Australian who was born in 
Adelaide on the 4th February, 
1915, and entered the Royal Aus-
tralian Naval College in 1929. As a 
Midshipman he served in H M.A.S. 
"Canberra," and H.M. Ships 
"Shropshire," "Revenge," a n d 
"Ramillics." He specialised in Sig-
nals, and- -being on exchange duty 
with the Royal Navy when war 
broke out in 1939—was, the fol-
lowing year, Flag-Lieutenant tt) 
Rear-Admiral Pridham-Wippell in 
"Royal Sovereign" and "Malaya," 
and, in 1941, he served in a similar 
capacity in "Queen Elizabeth" and 
"Barham," being in this latter ship 
when she blew up after being tor-
pedoed in November, 1941. At 
the conclusion of hostilities he was 
serving as Flotilla Signals Officer 
in H.M.A.S. "Napier," and was 
later at Navy Office, Melbourne, 
b e f o r e his appointment to 
H.M.A.S. "Sydney." 

Lieutenant-Commander J. M. 
Ramsay, R.A.N., has been ap-
pointed Director of Training and 
Staff Requirements at Navy Office, 
Melbourne, from having been 
Navigating Officer of the aircraft 
carrier H.M.A.S. "Sydney." 

From being Assistant Director 
of Training and Staff Require-
ments, Navy Office, Lieutenant-
Commander I. K. Purvis, R.A.N., 
has been appointed Fleet Torpedo 
a n d Anti-Submarine Officer, 
H.M.A.S. "Sydney." 

Previously Executive Officer of 
H.M.A.S. "Sydney," Commander 
O. H. Becher, D.S.C., R.A.N., 
has been appointed Commanding 
Officer of the Royal Australian 
Navy Radar School, HM.A.S. 
"Watson," at South Head, Syd-
ney. 

Commander V. A. T. Smith, 
D.S.C., R.A.N., who has been 
Naval Staff Officer ( A i r ) at Aus-
tralia House, London, for two 
years, returns to Australia early 
this year to assume the appoint-
m e n t of Executive Officer, 
H.M.A.S. "Sydney." Commander 
Smith was closely associated with 

the early planning of Naval Avia-
tion in the Royal Australian Navy, 
and before going to the United 
Kingdom in 1947, was Director of 
Naval Air Organisation and Train-
ing at Navy Office, Melbourne. 

Commander J. Plunkett-Cole, 
R.A.N, has assumed the duties of 
War Book Officer at Navy Office, 
Melbourne, in succession to Com-
mander A. C. Mather, R.A.N., 
who has been appointed Inspector 
of Naval Recruiting. 

Commander R. S. Veale, 
V.R.D., R.A.N.V.R., who, in his 
41st year of continuous Naval Re-
serve service is now taking his de-
mobilisation leave, must surely be 
the longest service Reserve officer 
in Australia. He joined the Com-
monwealth Naval Forces as a 
Volunteer Cadet in the Australian 
Naval Cadet Corps on the 30th 
April, 1909. In two years he has 
spent 16 years fully mobilised. 

He is taking his demobilisation 
now following valuable service 
over recent months as Inspector of 
Naval Recruiting and Chief Re-
habilitation Officer, R.A.N. 

Mr. Norman D. Brethertcsi, 
Deputy Director of Victualling at 
Navy Office, Melbourne, has been 
sent to London for six months to 
gain experience in Naval Victual-
ling at the Admiralty. 

PUBLIC EDITION OF 
R.N. NAVY LIST 

A public edition of the R.N. 
Navy List, which includes a list 
of officers serving in the Royal 
Navy, and other information, is 
now on sale. It is to be issued 
annually and can be obtained, 
price 25/- Sterling, from H.M. 
Stationery Office, Sale Office, 
York House, Kingsway, Lon-
don, W.C.2. \ 

January, 1950. 



B O O K REVIEWS 

'THE GENESIS OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY," by 
G. L. Macandie, C.B.E., Secretary, Australian Commonwealth Naval 
Board, 1914-1946. Printed by the Government Printer, Sydney. 
Published by F. W . Cheshire Pty. Ltd., Melbourne. Price: 25/-. 

VIEWED from all angles, and 
not least from that of this 

post-world wars period, the story 
of the genesis of the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy is of very great in-
terest. It is, very largely, the story 
of the national development of 
Australia. The seed of Federation, 
to a considerable degree, lay in 
the need for an Australian scheme 
of defence within the framework 
of Imperial Defence, and the 
Royal Australian Navy is one of 
the main fruits of that seed. 

The effect of the establishment 
of the Royal Australian Navy 
upon Imperial relations was far-
reaching. At the Imperial Confer-
ence of 1911 its implications were 
stressed by Sir Edward Grey when 
he pointed out that "the creation 
of separate fleets has made it essen-
tial that the foreign policy of the 
Empire should be a common 
policy," and an immediate result 
of this recognition was that the 
Dominion Ministers were consult-
ed at this Conference before the 
renewal for fen years of the 
Anglo-Japanese Alliance, the ori-
ginal treaty having been entered 
into in 1902, and the renewal of 
1905 effected, without previous 
concurrence by the Dominions. 

The establishment of the Hoyal 
Australian Navy was an unmistak-
able intimation that the small boy 
had grown up, and that the 
"Colony" had become a Dominion. 
As is usual in the case of small 
boys attaining maturity, t h e 
parents were slow to recognise the 
fact, and there was some opposi-
tion to the thought that the lad 
should be shouldering responsibili-
ties hitherto the business of his 
parent. One of the valuable les-
sons of this story is that which il-

lustrates the manner in which, by 
means of our peculiar system of 
Imperial relations, differences of 
views and opinions may be adjust-
ed to mutual benefit, while the 
story shows, also, that the original 
groundwork, and subsequent de-
velopments of the Royal Austra-
lian Navy have been sound. 

As one with more than half a 
century of active experience of 
Naval development in Australia, 
first with the Queensland Marine 
Defence Force; then, throughout 
his long fight for the Navy, with 
Admiral Sir William Creswell, 
and, latterly, through two world 
wars, as Secretary to the Austra-
lian Commonwealth Naval Board; 
no one is better placed than Mr. 
George Macandie to have produc-
ed this book. It would have beefi 
a great loss if all the material deal-
ing with the genesis of the Royal 
Australian Navy had not been 
brought together in the way that 
has now been done, and brought 
together by one who lived at the 
centre of things throughout the im-
portant part of the period cover-
ed. In carrying out the consider-
able research necessary, in select-
ing and arranging the material, 
and in producing the book, 
Mr. Macandie has performed a 
most valuable task for Australia, 
and for the Service, to which he 
has devoted his life and interest. 

The basis of Australian defence 
has hitherto been Naval. In the 
earlier days of Colonial history, 
reliance was placed Completely in 
the power of the British Fleet to 
deter any large-scale aggression. In 
point of fact, it is notable—as this 
story shows—that this reliance has 
existed throughout Australian his-
tory, the development being that, 

with the creation of the Royal 
Australian Navy, Australia hersdf 
contributed in kind to that Fleet. 

As Mr. Macandie points out. 
Sir Henry Holland, when Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, put 
the matter of Colonial defence in 
a nutshell when he said, at the 
Colonial Conference of 1887" 
"The whole standard of defence of 
the Australasian Colonies is based 
on the fact that an enemy could 
send small squadrons only into 
these waters; that very few, if 
any, ironclads would be able to 
reach Australasian ports, and that 
considerable expeditions could not 
be undertaken against them. But 
these limitations to an enemy's ac-
tions, which have been universally 
accepted and acted upon, exist 
solely in consequence of the great 
ironclad fleet maintained by the 
Imperial Government in European 
waters, and based on fortresses and 
coaling stations created and main-
tained without charge to the Aus-
tralasian taxpayer.'" 

It could be added that, since this 
utterance sixty-odd years ago, the 
whole standard of Australian de-
fence has remained so based, al-
though for many years now the 
Australasian taxpayer has taken a 
share in the cost of Naval de-
fence. In fact, the whole struggle 
for the establishment of an Aus-
tralian Navy in its own right hing-
ed on the general acceptance of 
this dependence upon "the great 
ironclad fleet maintained by the 
Imperial Government in European 
waters." Ultimately that depend-
ence was—and is today—inescap-
able. On that point there was gen-
eral agreement. The differences 
which arose were understandable. 

On the one hand, there were 
many in Australia who, accepting 
the position that Australia could 
not hope to build and man a Navy 
large and powerful enough to de-
fend herself without the aid of the 
British Fleet, considered it best to 
leave Naval defence to Britain, 
while contributing towards the 
cost by means of a cash subsidy. 
Admiralty opinion—which was to 
say official British opinion—favour-
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ed this attitude. Adifliralty under-
took the overall Naval defence of 
the British Empire. Admiralty 
claimed, therefore, freedom in 
strategy, and feared that it would 
lose this freedom were Australia 
or other Dominions to have their 
own navies. 

The First Lord of the Admiralty, 
the Rt. Hon. G. J. Goschen, made 
this clear at the Colonial Confer-
ence of 1897. Under the Aus-
tralasian Naval Defence Act of 
1887, the Admiralty undertook to 
construct and equip an Auxiliary 
Squadron for the protection of 
floating trade in Australasian 
waters, such squadron to be addi-
tional to the Imperial Squadron on 
the Station, and, although under 
the sole control and orders of the 
Commander-in-Chief on the Sta-
tion, to be retained within the 
limits of the Station and only 
otherwise employed by consent of 
the Colonial Governments. For 
their part, the Colonies undertook 
to pay five per cent, interest an-
nually on the prime cost of the 
Auxiliary Squadron, in addition 
to bearing the actual charges of 
the maintenance of the ships, the 
Australian States paying a total of 
about £106,000 annually in dis-
charging these obligations, and 
New Zealand £20,000. 

At the Colonial Conference in 
1897, the question of the renewal 
of this agreement, when it expired 
in 1901, was discussed. On this 
subject, Mr. Goschen, having 
spoken of the political point of 
view, said that "from the strategi-
cal point of View, we should be 
glad that the Admiralty should 
have a free hand . . . the object 
for which we want a free hand is 
to be able to conduct the defence 
of Australia on the same principles 
as those which we should follow 
in the defence of our English, 
Scotch, and Irish ports, principles 
which exclude our undertaking to 
detach ships to particular ports. 
For instance, we could not under ' 
take to post one ship to 'Sydney, 
another at Adelaide, and another 
at Melbourne. W e must rely upon 
the localities themselves far the 
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defence of these ports, while oo 
our part we undertake that no or-
ganised expedition should be direct-
ed against any part of Australia. 
No organised expedition could be 
sent either from Japan, or from 
the United States, or from France 
without the full knowledge of the 
Admiralty. That I assume. W e 
are too ubiquitous for any such ex-
pedition to be secretly organised. 
If it were organised, our whole 
strength would be directed to de-
feating such a movement. 

". . . If it has been said that 
we want to have the full and free 
disposal of our ship^ this cer-
tainly, as far as my own policy 
and that of the present Board is 
concerned, does not mean that we 
claim to withdraw the ships built 
under our agreement with the 
Australian colonies and to send 
them to the Cape or to China, but 
that we desire freedom so to man-
age the ships as best to protect that 
zone and that sphere,to which they 
belong, if we heard that an enemy 
were planning an expedition to-
wards the coasts of Australia. In 
such a case we might possibly 
gather the whole of our ships to-
gether, and, taking such other pre-
cautions as might be necessary, use 
them regardless- -regardless is, per-
haps, too strong a word—but use 
them as we should see best for the 
protection of the general interests 
of that part of the Queen's 
Dominions." 

The First Lord concluded, and 
crystallised the Admiralty's views 
on the question, by saying: "I do 
not say that we should not prefer 
contributions without any tie what-
ever, but I do not make such a 
demand, and so far as the policy 
of the present Board of Admiralty 
is concerned, I am prepared to 
stand by the existing agreement." 

In both Australia and Britain, 
there were opponents to this ap-
proach to the subject of Australian 
Naval defence. The great failing 
of the Auxiliary Squadron was 
that it did not fulfil one of its most 
Important functions—that of train-
ing Australians to be Naval sea-
men. The progressive policy in-
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tended by Admiral Tryon when 
he suggested the formation of the 
Auxiliary Squadron, had not, as 
the report of a Conference of 
Commonwealth Naval Officers in 
1899 remarked, "advanced from 
the initial stage at which Sir 
George Tyron left it . . . The 
present policy, that of the payment 
in specie in return for Naval De-
fence furnished in toto by the 
Mother Country, makes no ad-
vance whatever. Twenty or fifty 
years hence, Australia's ability for 
sea defence- -self-defence- - will be 
as t*xlay, and as it was ten years 
ago." 

This CAiferencc proposed a 
scheme "whereby the available 
Naval Defence in Australia shall 
advance pam passu with the 
growth and development of the 
Australian Commonwealth, and 
become less, year by year, a charge 
on the Imperial forces and ex-
chequer." The London "Times" 
was scathing: "A nondescript 
force of inadequately*trained naval 
volunteers is, the 'Times' main-
tains, an illusory scheme, while a 
separate colonial fleet manned 
mainly by amateurs would be ex-
pensive to maintain in time of 
peace, and absolutely ineffective 
in war." 

But others thought differently. 
In 1901 Creswell, then Naval 
Commandant of Queensland, who 
had attended the 1899 Conference, 
produced a report on "the best 
method of employing Australian 
seamen in the defence of com-
merce and ports," in which he at-
tacked the existing Naval Agree-
ment and advocated the building 
of a special type of vessel for Aus-
tralian defence, and the develop-
ment of a Naval Reserve. 

In general, the report was sup-
ported by the Australian Press, 
and in England, "The Spectator," 
discussing the matter of Imperial 
Naval Defence, and pointing out 
that Mahan had, in effect, advised 
the British Colonies that they 
would not obtain the best security 
by coast defence ships, but only by 
a mobile squadron, and that Aus-' 
tralians might find it necessary to 
defend their country "in the Medi-' 

terranean," «fatt on to say: "But 
though we are quite as firm as thfc 
firmest naval strategist on this 
point, we cannot agree that it 
necessitates the Colonies hiring 
their defence from us by a mere 
money contribution. On the con-
trary, we hold that the best way 
of getting the Colonies to-realise 
the true nature of sea power is for 
them to bulid and man sea-going 
navies of their own. Captain 
Mahan, wc are glad to see, does, 
not apparently regard this notion 
as forbidden. He leaves the ques-
tion entirely open. For ourselves, 
we hold that in the long run Naval 
power rests on the Naval spirit ex-
isting in the Empire that seeks 
Naval power. But Canada, Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand will 
never attain to that Naval spirit 
which is the life-breadth of mari-
time Empire if they hire their 
Naval protection in Britain or 
merely pay in money. They will 
only foster the Naval spirit by 
having sea-going ships of their 
own, for whose upkeep and equip-
ment their own statesmen and their 
own people take the fullest re'-
sponsibility." 

The Creswell Report of 1901 
was the starting point of its 
author's fight for the establishment 
of an Australian Navy, a fight he 
was to continue as Director of the 
Commonwealth Naval Forces—to 
which po6t he was promoted by 
Sir George Reid, then frime 
Minister, in 1904—until he saw 
his efforts crowned with success. 
As ar advocate, Creswell was un-
tiring and eloquent. He wrote 
with a lucid and descriptive pen, 
and undoubtedly his ability in 
making his points clear to the 
Australian statesmen and politi-
cians of the period in homely 
phrases and analogies did much to 
bring the idea of a separate Aus-
tralian Navy to fruition. 

Much of this book is written by 
him, for Mr. Macandie uses 
many of his reports and pleas in 
toto. He had two main barriers to 
break down; that in Australia be-
ing the feeling that this country 
should concentrate on Military de-
fence #>d leave Naval defence to 

Britain; that in Britain being the 
oudook epitomised in the forego-
ing quotations from Mr. Goschen 
as First Lord of the Admiralty, 
and from 'The Times.". 

His illustrations are picturesque. 
Commenting on the failure of the 
Committee of Imperial Defence to 
realise that open coast routes are 
vital to Australian business life, 
he says: "Trade arteries, an ex-
pression loosely applied to any 
Commerce route, is the exact defi-
nition of our coastal waterways, 
and the part they play in the Aus-
tralian industrial body. To pro-
vide ourselves with a costly ar-
mour"—the Army on land—"and 
wear our arteries bare and exposed 
outside it, is a defence method 
upon which comment is unneces-
sary, but is yet unthinkingly ac-
cepted and prevails today." 

And, "It is commonly supposed 
that Australian Naval Forces are 
intended as a substitute for the 
protection afforded Australia as a 
portion of the Empire by the 
British Navy . . . The confusion 
of thought here is due to failure 
to recognise our place as a portion 
of the British Empire, and to re-
gard, as separate and independent, 
forces that are supplementary and 
must act in close co-operation. 
For instance, a watchman in 
charge of a great warehouse is not 
a substitute for the police force, 
bur additional to and supplement-
ary to it, to insure the safety of 
property of special value . . . Or, 
if it is necestary to push the argu-
ment further, can it be held that 
the fire services installed in theatres 
and large hotels imply that the 
regular fire brigades would be de-
nied to any building where such a 
prudent and necessary precaution 
had been taken?" 

And, "as between transports and 
destroyers the relative power of 
resistance to attack is that of plate 
glass and road metal." 

He was prescient, and, in a 
Memorandum of 1907 foresaw 
Germany on the Adriatic "on the 
death of the present Emperor of 
Austria," in Morocco "as a coun-
terpoise to Gibraltar," in Madeira 

"to acquire a good point of obser-
vation of the Straits, and overlodi 
the Cape route . . ." "German in-
fluenae in Turkey is paramount 
. . . Pan Islamism, carefully fos-
tered by Germany, is causing un-
rest and anxiety in Egypt, and an 
Egyptian rising would coincide 
with Turkish mobilisation and 
movement to the Canal." Thus 
the British route to the East could 
be closed, and the German, via the 
Berlin-Baghdad railway, opened: 
and Germany appear in strength 
in the East Indies and New 
Guinea. It was thought along the 
lines of the German "Great Plan" 
of 1942, the conquest of Egypt 
and Persia and so on to the Far 
East. 

This book, in its authorship, is 
largely Creswell's because of the 
uSe made of his original material. 
It is largely to his credit that it 
could have been produced at all, 
for his was the major part in the 
genesis of the Royal Australian 
Navy. 

But, as the book shows, credit 
lies with many others. To Cres-
well's able supporters in Australian 
Naval circles; to the Australian 
politicians who accepted and 
pressed his views; and also, in the 
event, to the Admiralty and to the 
line of devoted and distinguished 
officers of the Royal Navy, who, 
once the Australian viewpoint and 
aspirations were realised, have fos-
tered the idea of an Australian 
Navy, and, with the Australian 
authorities, have evolved the highly 
successful arrangement whereby 
the Navy functions today as an 
individual Australian force which 
is yet completely integrated with 
the Royal Navy, a triumph of the 
British system. 

How it all evolved this book 
tells, and a great debt is owed to 
Mr. Macandie for placing it on 
record. This is a book which 
should certainly be secured by 
everyone with an interest in the 
Royal Australian Navy. And, 
since this edition is limited to only 
1000 copies, there is little time to 
lose in securing it. 
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E X - N A V A L MEN ' S 
As soc i a t i on 

P«tr»»-le-CHef 

of A u s t r a l i a 
Hh M«J«sfy »• «•« 

Federa l Council 

n p H E Prime Minister has sent 
out a personal invitation to 

Mr. F. F. Anderson (Federal 
President) requesting him to nomi-
nate a representative to attend the 
Migration Convention to be held 
in Canberra during this month. 
The Federal Executive is pleased 
the Association has been so recog-
nised, and has agreed that the cx-
navai men of Australia should be 

•represented by the Federal Presi-
dent on this historic occasion. The 
Convention will take place during 
the period of the Association's 
Triennial Conference. 

Mr. G. A. Hewlett (President) 
and his Executive officers of the 
Sydney Sub-Section extended a 
very warm welcomc to Mr. and 
Mrs. F. F. Anderson, who attend-
ed the social evening arranged for 
the entertainment of members' 
wives and friends. The function 
was held at Winn's Rooms, Oxford 
Street, Sydney, on Monday, 5th 
December. Officers and members 
of the Canterbury-Bankstown Sub-
Section held a most successful 
cabaret dance in the Masonic Hall, 
Campsie, on Wednesday, 30th 
November. Invitations were sent 
to and were accepted by Federal 
Council, State and Sub-Sections' 
officers and their wives. 

A brief report prepared for the 
Federal Conference shows 'that 
1417 new applicants joined the 
Association for the year ended 
30th June, 1949. Of this total the 
Victorian Sub-Sections entered 
676; New South Wales, 334; 
South Australia, 304; Western 
Australia, 50; Queensland, 46; 
and A.C.T. Section added the last 
seven members. During the same 
period 337 members changed their 

Sub-Sections by Clearance Trans-
fers. The Federal Council regrets 
the loss of 32 members from 
amongst the various Sub-Sections 
up to 30th June last. The Federal 
Executive commends the facilities 
provided by the Association for the 
benefit of its members, and is anxi-
ous that members who are behind 
in payment of their subscriptions 
should contact the Sub-Sections' 
Hon. Secretaries, and make every 
endeavour to become financial. A 
further summary report on the 
proceedings of the ninth Triennal 
Federal Conference, held at Can-
berra this month, will be given in 
a later issue of 'T'he Navy" maga-
zine. 

Victoria. The Hon. Assistant 
State Secretary (Mr. H. McEwan) 
will carry out the duties usually 
performed by the State Secretary 
(Mr. W . H. Sullivan), who left 
Australia in the "Orontes" last 
month. Mr. Sullivan Jpas been 
granted authority by the Federal 
Council to act on its behalf whilst 
he is in the United Kingdom, aî d 
it is anticipated that Royal Navy 
organisations will be visited by the 
Victorian State Secretary before 
his return to Melbourne about 
Easter." New members of Latrobe 
Valley Sub-Section are Messrs. T. 
Wilson, R. K. Smith and M. J. 
Price. Messrs. A. X. McDonald, 
J. J. Sadler and N. Viccars have 
joined the Geelong Sub-Section 

7\[eui South Wales.—A recent 
visitor who was welcomed by the 
State Secretary (Mr. Reg. Hum-
phry) was the Hon. Secretary of 
the Erith, Belvedere, Kent, BrancB 
of the Royal Naval Old Comrades' 
Association. Mr. Harry Marsden, 
a former State Councillor of 
N.S.W., has now transferred his 

membership to the Perth- (W.A.) 
Sub-Section. Mr. Marsden has 
been appointed to the Byford depot 
for the time being. 

South Australia.—Mr. C. L. 
Tucker (State President) has now 
returned to Adelaide after a brief 
visit to Melbourne The State 
Executive arranged a Navy Day 
of Remembrance. This service and 
march was held at Elder Park, 
Adelaide, on Sunday, 20th Novem-
ber, and was attended by members 
of the Association and the public, 
to render honour to the officers and 
men of His Majesty's Fleets who 
gave their lives for their country. 
The Rev. R. D. Lloyd, Naval 
Chaplain, conducted the Memorial 
Service, and the Resident Naval 
Officer, Commander S. M. Cower, 
R.A.N., gave the address during 
the afternoon.. Messrs. F. D. bar-
ton and D. M. McMahon, both of 
whom recently transferred their 
membership from the Sydney Sub-
Section, were given a warm wel-
come into the Adelaide Sub-Sec-
tion last month. 

Western Australia.—The State 
Executive, led by Mr. N. B. Bicker 
(President) is still endeavouring to 
secure suitable premises in Perth 
for headquarters and club-rooms 
for the Association. Knowing the 
zeal of the officers in the West and 
the sympathetic generosity of the 
population who responded so 
nobly to the Naval Welfare and 
Comforts Fund during the last 
war, the Council hope to attain its 
ambition before very long. Mr. 
L. C. Nimmo, of the Leederville-
Wembley Sub-Section, has applied 
to t h e Housing Commission 
(W.A.) for 58 building permits 
for Association members. Con-

gratulations of the State .Executive 
and members have been sent to 
Mrs. S. Kenworth (nee Miss 
Sheila McClemans) on her mar-
riage. 

Queensland.—The Section Presi-
dent (Mr. G. M. Arber) and his 
Committee provided a very happy 
Christmas Party for the members' 
children thi function took place 
at the Alice Street Naval Depot, 
Brisbane, on Saturday, 10th De-
cember. Toys, sweets, etc., were 
also given to the children of naval 
men who lost their lives during the 

A.C.T., Canberra.—Mr. N. V. 
Hearsley (Section President) has 
obtained the use of the "Gowrie" 
Services Hut for the venue of the 
Federal Conference this month, 
and is also arranging for the enter-
tainment of visiting inter-State 
delegates who will be present at 
the monthly General Meeting of 
the Section on Friday, 20th Janu-
ary. 

Tasmania. — Mr. George R. 
Howe (State Secretary) has been 
elected by the Executive to repre-
sent the ex-navalmen of his State 
at the Federal Conference. The 
proposals put forward for affilia-
tion have received the endorsement 
of the Federal Council, and recom-
mends their ratification at the 
earliest opportunity. 
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OBITUARY 

During the year 1949, death claimed two outstanding men with naval associations. 

One, although not himself in the Navy, loved ships and the sea, and he wielded a 

wide and powerful influence as a naval correspondent and editor in bringing the 

Navy to a large reading public. The other was a Naval Officer of notable attain-

ments; who, on the Retired List, came to the fore as one of the Royal Navy's great 

war leaders. In this, the first issue of " T h e Navy" for the year, it is fitting that, 

looking back over the twelve months of 1949, we should remember them. 

DEATH OF A FAMOUS NAVAL LEADER 
A d m i r a l O f T h e Fleet S i r J a m e s F . Somervi l le , G . C . B . , 
G . B . E . , D . S . O . , C o m m a n d e r O f " F o r c e H , " a n d C o m -
m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f , E a s t e r n Fleet , D u r i n g T h e Cruc ia l 
Y e a r s O f T h e 1 9 3 9 - 4 5 W a r . 

ONE of Britain's famous sail-
ors, Admiral of the Fleet 

Sir James F. Somerville, G.C B„ 
G.B.E., D.S.O., died at his home 
at Wells, Somerset, on March 
19th. A host of friends in Brit-
ain, America, and many other 
countries have heard of his pass-
ing with sorrow. 

James Fownes Somerville was 
born on July 17, 1882, and en-
tered the "Britannia" in 1897, go-
ing to sea in 1898. He became a 
lieutenant in 1904, entered H.M. 
S. "Vernon" to specialise in tor-
pedoes in 1907, and from 1909 
was torpedo officer of the battle-
ship "Vanguard." In 1912 he re-
turned the "Vernon" for two 
years for radio duties and in the 
1914-18 war served as wireless 
officer to five admirals in succes-
sion. For bis services as fleet 
wireless officer at Gallipoli in 1915 
he was awarded the D.S.O. and 
promoted to commander. 

Af te r the war he became com 
mander of the "Ajax" * in the 
Mediterranean. Admiral Somer' 
ville was promoted captain in 
1921. Two years as Flag-Cap-
tain to Rear-Admiral' John D. 
Kelly in the "Benbow" in the 
Mediterranean were followed by 
his appointment as Direccor of 

the Signal Department, Admiral-
ty, from 1925 to 1927, after 
which he returned to the Medit-
erranean again as Flag-Captain to 
Vice-Admiral John D. Kelly in 
the 1st Battle Squadron. From 
1929 to 1931 he was the naval 
instructor at the Imperial De-
fence College. Then he com-
manded the cruiser "Norfolk" in 
the Home Fleet until selected to 
be Commodore of Portsmouth 
Barracks in October, 1932. 

A year later he was promoted 
to rear-admiral, and became Di-
rector of Personal Services at the 
Admiralty. For two years, from 
1936, he was Rear-Admiral of 
the Mediterranean Destroyer Flo-
tillas, a busy period, as his ships 
were engaged in connection with 
the war in Ethiopa, the unrest in 
Palestine, and the civil wai in 
Spain. In 1938, having been pro-
moted to vice-admiral in the pre-
vious year, he was made Com-
mander-in-Chief, East Indies, and 
took up the command two ir onths 
later with his flag in his old ship 
the "Norfolk." 

In April, 1939, he was invalid-
ed home in consequence of an ill-
ness diagnosed as pulmonary tub-
erculosis, and, because of a rigid 
rule, placed on the retired list. 

In spite of an immediate recovery 
in health and the production of 
certificates from civilian special-
ists that he had no sign of the 
disease, all his requests to be re-
instated on the active list were 
refused. Nevertheless, the early 
months of the war found him en-
gaged on special service in con-
nection with the development of 
radar. W h e n the famous with-
drawal from Dunkirk was being 
carried out he found occasion to 
attend to some radar installation 
at Dover, where the flag officer 
in command, Vice-Admiral Ber> 
tram Ramsay, at once accepted 
his offer of service; he took over 
the command of tljat non-stop op-
eration during the intervals when 
Ramsay was compelled to snatch 
a few hours of sleep, and contrib-
uted substantially to its success-
ful outcome. 

Shortly afterwards he was se-
lected to command the force 
which had to be stationed in the 
Western Mediterranean, after 
the collapse of France, to keep 
watch on the Italian Fleet. His 
first duty there, a melancholy and 
highly distasteful task, was to en-
sure that the French fleet should 
not fall into German hands by 
the action at Mers-el-Kebir; but 
after that he was able to devote 
his full energies to the real 
enemy. Force H, as it was call-
ed, was greatly inferior to the 
Italians, but under Admiral Som-
erville's active and ingenious di-
rection it harassed the enemy at 
every opportunity. It played its 
part in the convoy operations to 
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and from Malta, for which Ad-
miral Somerville was made a 
K.B.E. in 1941. Besides the Med-
iterranean, it kept an eye on the 
North Atlantic, as occasion re-
quired, and its aircraft played 
a decisive part in the destruction 
of the "Bismarck." 

Early in 1942 Admiral Somer-
ville was called upop to direct an-
other "fleet in being," inferior 
to the enemy, in a wider sphere. 
The "Prince of Wales" and "Re-
pulse," advanced wing of the 
Eastern Fleet, had been destroyed 
off Malaya, and he was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the new 
Fleet organised quickly to oper-
ate in the Indian Ocean as a 
start towards retrieving the dang-
erous situation in the Far East. 
The general strategy of the war 
imposed on him a defensive policy 

towards the Japanese, to prevent 
them from advancing farther 
in the Pacific until progress 
was made against Germany. He 
relinquished the command in 
August, 1944, and was promoted 
to G.C.B. 

In October, 1944, he . arrived 
in Washington as Head of the 
British Admiralty Delegation. He 
had shortly before been at last 
reinstated on the active list, to 
date August 10, 1944. In the 
next vacancy for Admiral of the 
Fleet, when Sir Charles Forbes 
completed five years as such on 
May 8, 1945, Admiral Somerville 
was promoted to the highest rank, 
and reappointed in his post at 
Washington until December, 
1945. On relinquishing active 
employment be took up his resi-
dence at Dinder House, Wells, 

and threw with energy 
into the management of the pro-
perty he had recently inherited 
from his father there, and into lo-
cal affairs. He was appointed 
Lord Lieutenant of Somerset in 
1946, and elected an Alderman of 
the Somerset County Council, in 
the work of which he took an ac-
tive share. 

He married in 1913 Mary Kerr, 
daughter of the late Colonel T . 
Ryder Main, and had one son 
and one daughter. Lady Somer-
ville died in 1945. The son, 
John, also entered the Navy and 
Svas a lieutenant during the 
1939-45 war. 

A memorial service was held 
at Wells Cathedral. In London a 
memorial scrvice was arranged to 
take place at Westminster Abbey 
on April 1st. 

MR. FRANCIS EDWIN McMURTRIE, A.I.N.A, 
H i s D e a t h W a s A Loss T o A l l W h o S t a n d By T h e 

R o y a l N a v i e s . 

B y K . F . C . 

WITH the passing of Mr. 

Francis Edwin McMurtrie, 
A.I.N.A., who died at his home 
at Hoddeston, Hertford, on Feb-
ruary 22, there will be many 
throughout naval and journalistic 
circles who will mourn the loss of 
a firm friend and generous help-
er. But, in the wider sense, it is 
not only they, but all who stand 
by the Royal Navies in their 
battle against apathy and neglect, 
who have lost a staunch ally. 

Born on April 8, 1884, Francis 
McMurtrie received his education 
at Salway College, and would 
early have crossed the threshold 
of a possibly brilliant naval car-
eer, had not indifferent health 
barred the way. Nothing, how-
ever, could deny him his love of 
ships and the sea, and he took 
steps to equip himself to guide 
this passion into practical chan-
nels. To such good purpose, in-
deed, that in his 20th year he was 

a contributor to "All the World 's 
Fighting Ships" as it was then 
styled, under its founder and first 
Editor, Fred. T. Jane, as well as 
to other technical and general 
publications. 

His association with "Jane's" 
was to last until his death. Dur-
ing the first World W a r , when 
the annual was subjected to many 
severe and childish restrictions by 
the Admiralty, he took charge of 
the W a r Loss Section, following 
on Mr. Jane's death. In 1923 he 
becamc Joint Editor with Dr. 
Oscar Parkes, taking over lespon-
sibility for text and make-up of 
the volymc for the seven editions 
1923-29. On Dr. Parkes' retire' 
ment, he succeeded, in February, 
1935, as sole Editor, a post which 
he had held ever since. 

As Editor, McMurtrie was an 
apostle of the strictest accuracy. 

and it is not hard to discern his 
dislike for the somewhat con-
jectural illustrations which had at 
one stage appeared in. the annual. 
His own mind has been referred 
to as a card index of naval and 
nautical information. 

At various times he was Naval 
and Shipping correspondent of 
the "News Chronicle," "Daily 
Telegraph," and "SunSay Ex-
press," and wrote for many other 
journals, including, of course, 
"The Navy." During the recent 
war, he wrote "Cruise of the 
Bismarck" and "Miracle of the 
Mediterranean" and had earlier 
collaborated with Sir Reginald 
Bacon in a larger work "Modern 
Naval Strategy." He was also 
responsible for the handy "small 
brother" of "Jane's", the annual 
"Ships of the Royal Navy." He 
also gave advice to and read 
proofs for other authors, them-
selves men in the first rank of 
naval writers. 

Although as Editor of "Jane's" 
his business was largely with the 
present, the past was by no means 
put aside. As a member of the 
Councils of the Navy Records 
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Society and the Society for Nau-
tical Research, and a member of 
the Viking Society for Northern 
Research, he showed his aware-
ness of the value which accurate 
records of the pas' and present 
will have for the future. 

He was also active in founding 
the Anchorites dining club, in 
1919, and as honorary secretary 
took .. large part in intensifying 
its work for international amity. 
Though normally much restricted 
in his movements during recent 
months, he was driven to London 
for the monthly dinners, and late 
last year attended their meetings 
in Norway and the Netherlands. 

McMurtrie had received the 
danger signals some time ago, and 
friends realized that he should 
give up some of his manifold ac-
tivities, but his attitude to such 
appeals seem to have been that 
of Edward VII . in similar circum-
stances - "Of what use is life if 
one cannot work?" And now 
he has left a world which is so 
very different from that of his 
early days with "Fighting Ships," 
when commanding figures like 
"Charlie" Bcresford had the pub 
lie ear, and naval annuals were 
best-sellers. 

In the 1947 48 Edition, the 
Editor, on the occasion of the 
Jubilee Number, traced the his 
tory of the annual back to its 
genesis in the sketches of the 
British fleet at the Alexandria 
bombardment, drawn by 17-year-
old Fred. Jane. It is of interest 
that five ships appearing in the 
1897 Edition remain in the pres-

ent volume. There have, how-
ever, been many change* in the 
design of "Jane's" through the 
years, just as the fleets it depicts 
have been transformed. Though 
the 39/45 W a r brought many 
technical problems on the pub-
lishing side, the Admiralty adopt-
ed a more adult attitude to the 
publication of material, and the 
wartime volumes are therefore 
more valuable than those of 
14/18. 

In the Jubilee Edition, Mc-
Murtrie was able to include these 
special additions: -Si lhouet tes of 
World Ironclads, 1860-1945, 
showing development from 
"Warr ior 1 of 1860 to "Vanguard" 
of 1945; an Index of the Major 
Warships of the World as re-
corded in fifty editions, showing 
date of launch, flag, type and 
fate: illustrations and story on 
The Biggest Warships Ever Built 
(the Japanese monsters "Yam-
ato," "Musashi" and "Shinano") : 
Summary of British Naval Con-
struction in 39/45- and an ar-
ticle on Appearance Changes in 
British Ships during the War . 
The Editor's last words to us 
arc a grateful acknowledgment of 
the importance of the data re-
ceived from enthusiastic corre-
spondents throughout the world. 

Af te i a perusal of this fine 
volume, produced by Francis Mc-
Murtrie while working against 
technical difficulties and fading 
strength, one can only say that 
it is worthy to stand as his mem-
orial. 

K.F.C. 

Answers to Nautical Quiz 
( I ) The name was that of the 

world's largest submarine, 
the French "Surcouf," whicfi 
was in Britain at the time 
of the collapse of France in 
1940, and came over to the 
Free French. Af te r distin-
guished service with the Al-
lies, she was lost with alt 
hsnds on the 19th February, 
1942. 

(2) David Glasgow Farragut was 
the author of the phrase, 
"Damn the torpedoes!" The 
Federal naval leader in the 
American Civil W a r , when 
the "Tecumseh" was sunk 
by a mine as he was forcing 
an entrance to Mobile Bay, 
and his line was temporarily 
thrown into confusion, he 
pushed ahead with the ex-

"Damh the tor-
pedoes!"' „ * 

(3) The island of Mauritius, in 
the Indian Ocean, was, when 
t h e property of France, 
known as "L'lle de France." 

(4) Rear-Admiral Sir George 
Patey, M.V.O.w who hoisted 
his flag in H.M.A.S. "Aus-
tralia" at Portsmouth on 
23rd June, 1913, was the 
first Flag dfficer to com-
mand the Australian Fleet. 

(5) The "Tweed" was built in 
India as a paddle frigate for 
the East India Company's 
Navy, in which she did fine 
service. W h e n the East In-
dia Company gave up its 
Navy, John Willis bought 
her, 'took out her engines, 
and ran her as a most suc-
cessful sailing ship in the 
Australian trade. She came 
to grief off the South Afr i -
can coast in the late 'eighties, 
and many of her timbers are 
in the roof of a Port Eliza-
beth Church. 

(6) The "Flying Angel" is the 
sign of the Missions to Sea-
men. 

(7) Yes! The Norwegian full-
rigged ship "Pericles'* was 
originally the Aberdeen Line 
ship of that name. She was 
built in 1877, and was sold 
to the Norwegians in 1904, 
h e r name later being chang-
ed to "Sjurso." A later 

' Aberdeen Line "Periclef," 
the steamer, a a s lost in 1910 
when she strock an unchart-
ed rock near the Leeuwin. 

(8) Sheer-hulk is a hulk provid-
ed with sheer-legs for handl-
ing heavy weights, speci-
fically for hoisting lower 
masts into ships. 

(9) Mers el Kebir is a French 
military harbour on the Bay 
of Oran, Nor th Africa. It 
is noted as the scene of the 
British bombardment o f 
Vichy French warships' on 
the 3rd July, 1940. 

(10) (a) J. D. Potter supplies 
charts, being an Adimralty 
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chart agent; (b) William 
Cory y Son Ltd. are noted ' 
for the supply of bunkers— 
their house flag is a black 
diamond on a white ground; 
(c) The name Thos. Walker 
& Son Ltd. connotes the 
patent log. William Wat-
kins Ltd. are on hand if you 
want towage on London 
River; (e) Kelvin Bottomlcy 
and Baird for compasses and 
sounding machines. 

A N ESSAY IN STREAMLIN ING 
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tiller, etc. One of these boilers 
is oil-fired only, the other is of 
composite type, having a com-
bined heating surface of about 
830 square feet; this boiler is oil 
fired, and in addition takes the 
exhaust gases from one of the 
main engines through a change 
valve. 

The funnel casing—in its 
Cunard colours of red and black 
top with two black bands, it has 
been compared to a Frenchman's 
top hat—houses the exhaust pipes 
and silencers from the main en-
gines, the auxiliary engines, and 
the donkey fuel boilers. 

As to her engine room crowd 
and stewards, the "Port Bris-
bane" is a London ship. But 
most of her deck hands hail from 
Stornaway. She has accommoda-
tion for four cadets, and is 
carrying thiee, accommodated in 
two-berth cabins separated by a 
comfortably - furnished study. 
Wi th a Master and four officers, 
the Chief Officer- following the 
Port Line custom—does not 
keep v/atch; the Fourth keeps 
the eight to twelve, the Third 
the twelve to four, and the Sec-
ond the four to eight. 

The "Port Brisbane's" present 
Master is Captain H. Steele, who 
was in command of the previous 
"Port Brisbane" when that ship 
was intercepted one night in 
November, 1940, in the Indian 
Ocean when about three days 
out from Fremantle homeward 
bound, and was sunk by the Ger-
man raider "Pinguin"—as a re-
sult of which Captain Steele spent 

five years in a German prison 
camp. 

W h a t else about the ship? 
Well! She has mechanical heat-
ing and ventilation, air condition-
ed accommodation, a cinema, a 
portable swimming pool, and an 
hydraulic sewage plant unit 
which draws all sewage to one 
central spot for discharge below 
water level, thus obviating the 
need for the separate discharge 
pipes all round the ship. 

Looking over this very fine 
ship, one can well believe that 
she is, as her owners claim, one 
of the most expensive cargo 
vessels ever built. In this con-
nection it^is of interest to note 
that the first ten ships of the old 
Tyser, Corry, Royden and Mil-
burn families which went to 
form the present Company in 
1914, together cost less than the 
"Port Brisbane." 

She is certainly a credit to her 
owners, to her ship's comple-
ment, and to her builders—and, 
incidentally, to British shipbuild-
ing generally. And if this pres-
ent voyage is any indication she 
should pay dividends, for shc 
lifted*the largest single cargo ever 
to be shipped- from Victoria. Long 
may she continue on similar lines. 

THE RIVER PLATE TRADE 
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for a dash of life in the Latin 
pattern. f 

The dock areas are the usual 
streets of hovels and dives, with-
out the humour of life that one 
associates with these parts in the 
towns and cities of our own coun-
try. It 's wi9er to go back aboard 
in two's and three's, and the 
wisest man of all will save enough 
from the night's doings for the 
taxi fare back to the ship. 

Well, that's the Plate. Or 
that's how it was. But I don't 
think things will have changed 
very much. And so, like the man 
in the films, it is with regret that 
here I must leave Rio de la Plata. 
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^NAVY f o r NEXT MGNTH 

A variety of good material is in hand for the March 
issue of "The Navy," and below we give a list of a few of 
the articles which will appear: 

HER MAJESTY'S QUEENSLAND SHIPS 
"Still afloat and earning their living in Australian ports," 

writes our'contributor Mr. K. F. Caldwell, "are two 65-year-
old ships, among the few survivors of those homely little 
'navies' which had an important part in the launching of the 
greater, more aloof service now guarding Australia's sea-
ways." He thus opens his informative illustrated article 
"Her Majesty's Queensland Ships," in which he tells of 
Queensland's naval defence in the days before Federation, 
when the Queensland Marine Defence Force was in exist-
ence among the "Colonial Navies"; which article will be 
published in our forthcoming issue. 

LIFE IN A BARRACKS. 
In "Life in a Barracks," Mr. Wilson P. Evans tells some-

thing of Naval Occasions in Colombo during the war in 
H.M.S. "Lanka," where "white villas stand framed in a 
background of riotous multi-hucd blooms: fireflies flit through 
the purple night as they wait on the birth of the silvery 
moon; small Fiats purr along the roads to pass the pitter-
pattering rickshaw boys . . . " and there were other and less 
attractive adjuncts to existence. But you will read about 
them all in the March issue of "The Navy." 

M E R C H A N T SHIP OF T H E M O N T H . 
W e are endeavouring to publish each month something 

on one of the latest newcomers in the Australian overseas 
trade, and in the March issue will be an illustrated article 
descriptive of the new Shaw Savill ship "Delphic," now in 
Australian waters. 

GENERAL. 
In addition, "The Navy" for March will contain all 

the usual features. "Anniversaries of the Month," "Wha t 
the Navy Is Doing," "Maritime News of the World," 
Nautical Question Box, Fiction, and the latest news and 
views from the Navy League, and the ExrNaval Men's Asso-
ciation. Order your March issue of "The Navy" now,, and 
avoid delays and disappointments. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

"BILL BAILEY" 

Sir, 
In a recent number—"The 

"Navy," October, 1949—a read-
er asks ("Blue Paper" in "Gen-
eral Cargo") "Does anyone re-
member old Bill Bailey, the ex-
aminers' clerk at the B.O.T. Ex-
amination Room in London?' I for 
one remember him with affection. 
I know that some of the young-
sters thought him an old grouser. 
They were quite wrong. He did 
get impatient with some of the 
nervous tyros. He had a gruff 
manner, but I fou^d him always 
kindly, and he gave one a friend-
ly smile even when sarcastic 
about silly mistakes. When I 
had passed for Second Mais he 
handed me his card and told me 
that he was a itamp collector. If 
I should come across any new is-
sues or uncommon stamps dur-
ing my travels he would love to 
have them. I had some put aside 
in case someone might find a use 
for them, so I sent them along. 
He sent a very nice letter of 
thanks. Occasionally I sent others 
at long intervals. When I was up 
for Master I had finished all my 
navigation excefit the last Chart 
Question. There I got stuck and 
puzzled until Bill, walking round 
the room, said to me: "You've 
been a long time looking at that 
chart. W h y steer North East 
when you are bound South West?" 
I looked again and found that 
was what I had been trying to 
do; a silly error. I got to work 
again and was eventually the 
first to finish the exam, for mast-
er that week. In those days you 
had to get everything correct or 
else . . . . 

Yours, etc., 
(Captain) H. V. Warner, 
119 Second Avenue, 
Royston Park, 
Payneham, S.A. 

H.M.S. "ARCHER" 

Sir, 
With regard to the articles 

"Wotcher! Old Timer", I my-
self have been reading up mater-
ial of a similar nature and found 
this article supply a great deal of 
information new to me. 

I have been very interested in 
ships, etc., although I have not 
been to sea. I had in a scrap book 
two photographs of Farm Cove 
which appeared in "Town and 
Country Journal" for October, 
1913, in a number recording the 
a/rival of the first Australian 
F!eet. These photographs show 
F.'rm Cove in 1901, and the ships 
shown were named in (A) as 
"Torch," "Royal Arthur," "Rin-
garooma," "Archer," "Pylades," 
and "Sparrow," and in (B) as 
" Royalist", " Royal Arthur," 
"Karrakatta," "Lizard", "Torch." 
As there were some obvious in-
accuracies in the names, I wanted 
to identify them, especially as 
some of the ships intrigued me. 

On examining the publication 
of 1901, the photographs proved 
to be (A) Aquatic display, Janu-
ary 4th., held in conjunction with 
Commonwealth Celebrations and 
(B) ships in mourning on the 
death of Queen Victoria, Febru-
ary, 1901. In both photographs 
appear a ship with two masts 
and one funnel, which was given 
different names, being "Archer" 
in (A) and "Lizard" in (B). On 
consulting early editions of 
"Jane's Fighting Ships" and 
"Brassey's Annual," they were 
found not to be sisters, the 
"Archer" class comprising "Arch-
er," "Brisk," "Cossack," "Mo-
hawk," "Porpoise," "Racoon," 
and " Tartar," three-masted, 
schooner-rigged steamers, each 
with one tall funnel. "Jane's" 
of 1903 gives "Brisk," "Cossack" 
and "Mohawk" as reduced to two 
masts, the two remaining masts 
being in the old positions. A 
list of ships on Station at the time 
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LETTERS 
TO THE EDITORS 

of federation included "Royal 
Arthur," "Porpoise," "Mohawk," 
and "Pylades."' The accounts of 
the arrival of "Ophir" in May, 
1901. with the Duke and Duchess 
of York on board, do not men-
tion "Porpoise" and "Mohawk", 
and my searches showed that 
"Porpoise" had sailed ' for Eng-
land on 27th. February, 1901, 
and "Mohawk" was at Singapore 
on her way Home about the 
same time. Having noticed that 
commissions were for three years, 
I examined the newspapers for 
1898, and found reports of the 
arrival of these two ships early in 
that year, they being described 
as "three-masted schooners," so I 
was still in the dark as to the 
identity of the two-masted 
schooner. 

Further reading showed me 
that "Mohawk" was despatched 
to China, together with "Wal-
laroo" and "Lizard", on the out-
break of the Boxer Rebellion in 
July, 1900, a photograph show-
ing "Mohawk" still a thrce-mast-
cd rig. Later it was found that 
"Archer" was sent to replace 
her, arriving jn November, 
1900. An accouflt of the arrival 
of the first Governor-General, 
15th. December, 1900, reports 
that Lord Hopetoun, who had 
been in Australia for some time, 
joined the flagship "Royal 
Ar thur" at Jervis Bay and pro-
ceeded up the coast. She was 
met off the Heads by the Squad-
ron steaming in two columns, 
comprising "Porpoise," "Boomer-
ang," "Archer" and 'Torch , " 
"Karrakatta" and "Ringdove." 
After passing either side of the 
flagship and firing salutes, they 
formed line ahead, following 
"Royal Arthur ," and proceeded 
up Sydney Harbour. Approach-
ing their moorings, "Porpoise" 
and "Boomerang" passed to star-
board of the flag, the others, led 
by "Archer", passed to port. A 

Tfce.Mevy 

, LETTERS 
TO THE EDITORS 

group of photographs in the 
"Sydney Mail" shows the two-
masted cruiser in question pass-
ing to port of "Royal Arthur ," 
and as the ships following were 
of different appearance, this es-
tablishes the identity of the ship 
in both photographs (A) and 
(B) to be "Archer." The barque-
rigged ship in (B) firing mourn-
ing guns should be "Pylades," as 
a newspaper of that time states 
that minute guns were fired by 
"Royal Arthur," "Pylades," and 
"Tauranga." 

Yours, etc., 
"Shiplover," 
Mosman, 
Sydney. 

Thank you for your letter, and 
for your most interesting record 
of research to identify the ships 
concerned. 

Ed* " T h e Navy." 
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"MAIN" COALS 
F R O M T H E M A I T L A N D ( N A W . ) COALFIELD 
P E L A W M A I N — R I C H M O N D M A I N 
A B E R M A I N — S T A N F O R D M A I N 

f o r G a s , R a i l w a y s , M a n u f a c t u r e r s a n d H o i t s e h o l d e r s . 

S T O C K R I N G T O N C O A L S 
u n s u r p a s s e d f o r B u n k e r s . 

FIRST G R A D E S T E A M C O A L FROM T H E 
" B O R E H O L E " SEAM, N E W C A S T L E (N .S .W. ) . 

Apply to: 

J. & A. BROWN & ABERMAIN SEAHAM 
COLLIERIES LIMITED 

Head Qffice: Shipping Office: e 
SYDNEY. N .S .W. N E W C A S T L E . 

C. EBELING & SONS PTY. LTD. 

S H I P REPAIRS, M A R I N E ENGINEERS, BOILERMAKERS 
A N D WELDERS. 

O W N F O U N D R Y " A N D L A B O R A T O R Y . 
W o r k s : 7 0 - 8 0 S T E P H E N S T . . Y A R R A V I L L E , V I C . 

'Phone: M W 2255. 
CABLES tc TELEGRAMS: "EBELING," MELBOURNE. 

Reg. Office: 1 C A S T L E M A I N E ST., YARRAVILLE, W . 1 J , 
V I C T O R I A , A U S T R A L I A . 

ADAMS' CAFES ft SILVER GRILLS 
484 G E O R G E S T R E E T and 259 P I T T S T R E E T 

LUNCH FROM 12 NOON. DINNER FROM 5JO P-M. 
FINEST MENUS IN TOWN. 

ADAMS' NEW FISH CAFE 
484 G E O R G E S T R E E T ( B A S E M E N T ) 

FISH FOR T H E CONNOISSEUR" 
• P H O N E : M 4601. 

• 
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LOSS OF "TRUCULENT" 

' I ' H H regretted loss by collision in fog—with 
more than half of her complement of 80 

officers and men and dockyard workers—of 
H.M.S. "Truculent ," is a reminder that Peacc, 
to paraphrase Milton, hath her disasters, as well 
as her victories, no less renown'd than war: and 
that the possibility of disaster is always present 
for those who go down to the sea in ships, and 
more especially for those who go down below 
the sea in under-sea vessels. 

In the instance of "Truculent ," the victory is 
again that of courage and discipline, the survivors 
in the stricken and sunken ship waiting in a queue 
—"just like waiting for a London bus," as one of 
those eventually saved described i t—for their 
opportunity to use the Davis escape trunk, with 
those who could swim having volunteered to allow 
the non-swimmers to use the escape suits. 

This peace-time disaster to a submarine in the 
British Navy is the first for over ten years, since 
the "Thet is" was lost off Liverpool. Then, as 

now, the news was headlined in the newspapers 
of the British world, and in all parts of the Com-
monwealth of Nations people anxiously read suc-
ceeding reports of rescue operations and hoped 
for better news than eventually came. In between 
the two happenings has occurred a world war, in 
which many British submarines and their crews 
suffered fates similar to those of "Thet i s" and 
"Truculcnt" though brought about by enemy 

action instead of by maritime risk Of these oc-
currences, few received any more notice in the 
papers than an official announcement of Admir-
alty's regret that " ' ' has failed to return 
from patrol"; and that intimation touched none 
other than those intimately connected with mem-
bers of the lost vessel's complement. As the wife 
of* Chief Engineroom Artificer Hine said of the 
news that her husband was missing from "Truc-
ulent": "I have been through all this before. 
W h e n his submarine was sunk in 1942 I waited 
four months without news, until a telegram ar-
rived telling me he was a prisoner of war in 
Italian hands." For many in similar ease, no such 
heart-lifting telegram arrived. 

So, by the loss of the "Truculent ," we are re-
minded also that war has her victories, no less 
renown'd than peacc; and that no sterner fight 
is fought than by those who wait with hope as 
their only weapon. 

10 I k Navy 

THE SIX-YEAR ENTRY 

TH E decision of the Naval Board to introduce 
an optional six-year initial enlistment period 

into the Royal Australian Navy as from the com-
mencement of this year, although no doubt gov-
erned by the existing employment position in in-
dustry ashore, would appear to be sound common-
sense, and also based on good psychology. There 
are today most tempting openings in industry 
ashore for youth, with existing high wages, and 
what is, in reality, a superfluity of leisure in a 
40-hour week. Moreover employers—both private 
and government—are forced to vie with each 
other in offering all soits of inducements of the 
general "music-while-you-work" type to en-
deavour to persuade young people to enter their 
employment; and all the Siervices are placed at 
a disadvantage in view of the apparent drawbacks 
attached to membership of them when contrasted 
with the more free-and-easy life in civilian walks. 

At the age of eighteen or so, the years are very 
long, and twelve of them stretch a great distance. 
Many a young man who might be inclined—de-
spite present inducements ashore so clearly set 
before him—to venture into the unknown of the 
Navy as a career, while hesitating at the eternity 
of twelve years and possible disillusionment which 
lands him on the beach, an old man of thirty or 
so, might easily be swayed by the thought that 
he can, if he desires, sever his connection with 
the Navy and start afresh ashore at a not-so-old 
twenty-four. On the other hand, having an ex-
perience of six years of Naval life might easilv 
convince him of the desirability of renewing for 
a fur ther six. 

The system is well-worth trying, in any case; 
and is far more likely to increase enlistment than 
to reduce it. Nor is the period necessarily too 
short to develop good and useful material. The 
"Hostilities On ly" officers and ratings of 1939-45 
were certainly pushed forward under the hot 
house conditions of war and war experience, but 
many of them had far less than six years in the 
Navy, and were none the less efficient for that. 
It will be most interesting to sec how the new 
schcmc works out. 

WEST CAN BE EAST 

OVER the post war years Australia has had 
some useful experience in losing valuable 

overseas markets -even although it should only 
be temporarily, of which there is no certainty at 
present —in the East Indies. Due to the unofficial 
foreign policy wished on to the country, by which 
trade with the Netherlands East Indies in Dutch 

ships was banned, Australia forfeited some millions 
of pounds, and ships of the United States, carry-
ing the produce of their country, established a 
connection which will no doubt persist at any rate 
to an extent unknown before the war; their gain 
being our loss. 

Recently, the general manager of the Montreal-
Australia-New Zealand Line, Mr. Mervyn Glover, 
warned Australia that, owing to shipping delays 
in her ports, she is in danger of losing bright 
chances of valuable trade with the British Wes t 
Indies. Mr. Glover, whose company started a 
direct service between Australia and the Wes t 
Indies in 1948, said that devaluation and the dollar 
shortage offered bright prospects for two-way 
trade with the Wes t Indies which, with the 
Bahamas, were ready markets for Australian 
goods—frozen meat, butter, cheese and general 
grocery lines. Before the war this trade was 
carried on mainly with the Argentine, Canada, 
and to a lesser extent, the United States. But 
sterling devaluation could give the Australian 
trade a good chance if services were regular, while 
by buying from Australia, the West Indies could 
help to reduce the drain on the sterling dollar 
pool. But through an accumulation of factors— 
port congestion, slow clearance from wharves, 
slow carting and availability of cartage. Customs 
clearance delays, and labour shortage—delays on 
the Australian coast are too great. " W e have 
the ships," Mr. Glover is reported as saying, " the 
trade is there, but wc don't get our goods to the 
Indies regularly enough to hold the trade." 

Australia has been enjoying a period of great 
prosperity. But there have been times in the past 
when she has searched hard for markets overseas, 
and those times will, without much doubt, come 
again. Now is the chance to insure against them 
by building up goodwill in markets overseas. But 
before we can do so we shall have to improve 
ship turn-round conditions in our ports. It is 
nothing to our credit as a country depending on 
shipping for all our external trade and some eighty 
per cent, of our internal trade that, despite mech-
anical improvements, wharf handling capacity has 
dropped to nearly half the pre-war speed. 

Copies of " D I T " Wanted 
" T h e N a v y " has been advised, th rough the Auo-

tralian W a r Memorial, that the Imperial W a r Museum, 
London, is anxious to .ecure if possible a complete set of 
the Royal Australian Navy's wartime magazine " D I T " , 
for inclusion in their set of Service newspapers and 
Magazines. Should any reader of " T h e Navy have a 
complete set—or odd numbers, f rom which possibly a 
complete set could eventually be made up—of " D I T * 
which he would be willing to donate to t he Imperial 
W a r Muoeum, and would communicate with t he Editor , 
his action would be greatly appreciated. 

Ed.. "THE NAVY.** 

February, 1910. II 



THE "ORIZABA" GOES WEST 
IN THIS ARTICLE THE AUTHOR TELLS OF ONE OF THE MOST SPECTACULAR 
WRECKS ON THE COAST OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, THAT OF THE ORIENT AND 
PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY'S MAILBOAT "ORIZABA" IN 190S. 

The pacific ^team Navigation Go. 
iNCOaXMATlt i t 
w w i a u f t r t t . 

MAIL AND P A S S E N G E R S E R V I C E S . 
f/VXJ\ mm4 ACS THALIA tm Grimm f 

"HiLlV.pl.> I'l-nSaid.Sue*.C<Aan 
Limmi. ii I'UnfiU. «. • r.li*r 
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An advertisement of the period of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company. 

The Royal Mail Steamer "Orizeba" in Sydney Harbour. 

TW "Orisebe" ethore on the Fire Fathom Bank with M. "Oeraka" 
^ engaged in selvage operations. 

by I.B. 

SINCE the scene of the events 
described in this article is 

the coast of Western Australia in 
the vicinity of Fremantle, let me 
start off with a little historical 
data. 

On Christmas Day, 1696, the 
Dutchman Vlaming, in the buffet-
ed "Oeelvinck," sighted land, and 
on the 29th. of December came 
to an anchor close inshore to an 
island which, because of the num-
bers of rats (wallabies) observed 
ashore, he called Rottncst - R a t s ' 
Nest. On the 9th. cf January, 
1697, the "Geelvinck" anchored 
close inshore off the mouth of a 
river named the Black Swan. 

The next visitor was Captain 
Hamelin in the "Naturaliste," 
who carried out much exploration 
and named many prominent land-
marks, not the feast being the 
Isle Bauche, now known as Gar-
den Island. In 1821 Lieutenant 
P. P. King, in the "Bathurst", 
paid a visit to Western Australia, 
and in 1829 His Britannic Majes-
ty, George IV., entered into pos-
session of what is now referred 
to as the "Golden West ." 

So much for the mo'e distant 
past. Now to later times. 

In June, 1877, Messrs. Ander-
son and Anderson despatched the 
"Lusitania" from London to Ad-
elaide and Sydney via the Cape, 
thus providing the foreword to 
the story of the Orient Steam 
Navigation Company's service to 
the Colonies. Two years later, in 
association with F. Green and 
Company, Messrs. Anderson and 
Anderson founded the Orient 
Line, at first running a monthly 
service. Realising, however, that 
the trade warranted fortnightly 
sailings, such a service was com-
menced in 1880 in conjunction 
with the Pacific Steam Naviga-
tion Company of Liverpool—F. 

i 

Green and Co. In 1888, under 
contract with the Postmaster 
General, the carriage of His 
Majesty's Mails commenced, and 
has been continued ever since. 

F. Green and Co. were asso-
ciated with the famous Blackwall 
Line of frigates, whose traditions 
and houseflag are still carried on 
by the Federal Steam Navigation 
Company of London. 

In 1905 the Orient and Pacific 
Steam Navigation Company had 
the following mail and passenger 
steamers on the Australian run— 
the "Austral," 5524 tons; the 
"Cuzco" of 3918 tons, named for 
the ancient capital of Peru; the 
"Omrah," of 8291 tons, whose 
Arabic name means the Chief of 
the Emirs; the "Orient", of 5365 
tons; the "Orizaba," commemor-
ating in her 6297 tons of shapely 
steamer a mountain chain in the 
Andes; the "Ormuz," of 6387 
tons, called after the island of 
Hormuz in the Persian Gulf; the 
"Oroya," of 6297 tons, taking 
her name from a town in Persia: 
the "Ortona," of 7945 tons, tak-
ing an Adriatic seaport a-voyag-
ing; the "Oruba ," of 5857 tons, 
carrying the name of a West In-
dian island; and the "Oph i r " of 
6910 tons, named for an ancient 
place in Ceylon. 

One of the first of this fleet 
to leave London for ̂ Australia in 

the year of which we are speak-
ing was the "Orizaba," which on 
the 13th. of January, 1905, pull-
ed out from Tilbury Pier in the 
London River. There w the 
usual embarkation bustle. ™ The 
Purser, Mr. A. Power, and the As-
sistant Purser, Mr. W . Whit ing, 
had their hands full with attend-
ing to the staff from the Head 
Office of the 'Orient-Pacific Line 
(Managers F. Green and Co. and 
Anderson and Anderson and Co.) 
whp had come down from Fen-
church Avenue, and checking 
over the passenger list. First 
Class fares to Fremantle in those 
days ranged from £38 to £63 
single, and £75 to £112 return! 

At the "Orizaba's" foremast 
the Blue Peter fluttered, together 
with the Royal Mail pennant. At 
the main flew the O.S.N.C. 
Houseflag, in those days a square 
white flag with a blue cross in 
the centre of which was a gold-
en crown; the flag bore the 
letters O.S.N.C. in red, one 
in each canton. The two 
funnels of the ship were 
painted black. 

Some years later the 
Orient Line dropped the 
letters O.S.N.C. from the 
Houseflag, and altered thi 
funnels of their ships fronr 
black to yellow. The Pacifii 
Steam Navigation Compan) 

C U .( Mm 
tracts frw. 

Tke petition of tfce Orizaba MI Ifct Five Fathom link, at escerteined by divert. 
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had an exactly similar Houseflag 
except that the letters, in red, 
were P.S.N.C., and as such it re-
mains to this day; and this Com-
pany also retained the black fun-
nels. 

Farewells were called and hand-
kerchiefs fluttered as the "Oriz-
aba" hauled out into the stream 
with Gravesend across the river, 
and moved seawards through the 
Lower Hope (hoop" or "biend") 
and Sea Reach, past Canvey Is-
land, the Isle of Grain, the Med-
way, and the Nore. At the Nore 
the Port of London was cleared, 
the exact boundary marked by 
the London Stone on the Isle of 
Grain. In the year 1030 a weir 
was built at Yantlct Creek. It 
has long since disappeared, but 
the name survives in" the "Nore" , 
where it is borne by the historic 
old lightship, 40 miles from Lon-
don Town. 

So the "Orizaba" came to the 



Channel, with the Maplin Sands 
and Girdler to port, and to star-
board the Kentish shore with the 
home of the Whitstable "na-
tives," Heme Bay, Reculver, Mar-
gate, Kingsgate, Broadstairs, and 
the North Foreland leading on to 
Ramsgate and the Goodwin 
Sands. Down Channel to her last 
English port of call, Plymouth, 
and then on to Gibraltar, Mar-
seilles, Naples, Port Said and 
Colombo; which last port she 
left on the 6th. February, 1905, 
for Fremantle. 

It was a month of heavy bush-
fire% and for days a thick smoke 
haze had hung over the coast in 
the vicinity of Fremantle. On 
Wednesday, the 15th. February, 
Captain Coe, of the local coaster 
"Julia Percy" reported that Rott-
nest Island was invisible until 
close to. Meanwhile, preparations 
were being made at Fremantle for 
the arrival of the mailboat, due 
about noon on Thursday the 
16th; but early on the morning 
of that day the light keeper at 
Rottnest rang up the Chief Har-
bour Master at Fremantle, Cap-
tain C. J. Irvine, reporting the 
haze as so thick that Bathurst 
Point, less than three miles away, 
was completely obscured. Such 
was the setting for one of the 
most spectacular wrecks on the 
West Australian coast. 

The "Orizaba", drawing 24J 
feet, and making a good 14 knots, 
was approaching thfe coast to make 
her landfall round about this 
time, and at six bells in the four 
to eight morning watch the Chief 
Officer, Mr. Nicholson, called the 
Master, Captain R. Archer, to 
the bridge, on account of the den-
sity of the haze. High land was 
sighted through the haze at eight 
bells, and speed was reduced to 
dead slow and the lead kept go-
ing, Captain Archer being unsure 
of his exact position owing to 
having been unable to get stellar 
observations during the night. 

The sea was calm with a slight 
southerly breeze. The passengers 
were in a pleasant flutter of ex-
citement with the usual bustle 
heralding the end of a voyage 

and, to many, the beginning of 
a new life in a strange land, i 

At three 'bells in the eight to 
twehfe watch — 9.30 a.m. — a 
point of high land with a beacon 
was sighted close ahead, the 
leadsn^n at the same time calling 
"by the mark five." Breakers 
were observed about a mile away. 
Captain Archer and the Chief 
Officer discussed the position and 
concluded that the high land was 
North Beach, some seven miles 
north of Fremantle. Instant ac-
tion was taken to steam sea-
wards, the engines were stopped, 
soundings taken, and repeated 
blasts were sounded on the siren 
to attract the pilot boat. A num-
ber of fishing boats were seen in 
the vicinity, but unfortunately 
were not spoken. 

Proceeding slowly with the 
lead going, the "Orizaba" made a 
southerly course in an endeavour 
to pick up Rottnest Island. As 
events showed, she was then ac-
tually south of Rottnest. As the 
island did not shbw up, she con-
tinued dead slow with repeated 
stoppages while trying to fix her 
position. By some extraordinary 
chance, she had actually crossed 
the Five Fathom Bank and run 
into deep water beyond, and at 
11.20 a.m. the watchers on her 
bridge sighted a point of high 
land with another beacon dead 
ahead, and a little over a mile 
away. 

At this. Captain Archer turned 
the ship' and steamed seawards, 
and on recrossing the Five Fath-
om Bank the "Orizaba" ground-
ed heavily amidships just before 
noon. 

From the first sighting at 8 
a.m., land had been continuously 
in sight, but so obscured by 
smoke and haze as to be complete-
ly unrecognizable as to features, 
and thus useless for the purposes 
of obtaining a fix. Had the ship, 
when land was first seen, anchor-
ed until her exact position could 
have been ascertained, her loss 
would not have occurred. 

About 1.45 p.m., an Italian 
fisherman cruising off Garden 
Island, was amazed to see a huge 

•(earner loom up through the 
base. . On approaching, he was 
hailed by an officer and taken to 
Captain Archer, who scribbled a 
note to be taken to the police at 
Rockingham, which place the 
Italian reached shortly after 3 
p.m. The police instantly rang 
the Post Office at Fremantle, who 
in turn informed Captain Irvine, 
the Chief Harbour Master, that 
the "Orizaba" was aground and 
required the immediate assistance 
of tugs and lighters. By this time 
the "Orizaba' 'had 20 feet of 
water in the engine room, and 
was bumping heavily. 

Captain Parkins, the manager 
of the Rockingham Jarrah and 
Kauri Company, rang Captain 
Irvine and told him that the "Or-
izaba" was aground approximate-
ly one mile west of Garden Is-
land. 17 miles south west of 
Cape Vlaming, and about three 
miles north of the dreaded Cov-
entry Reef. The vessel was 
headed in a W.S.W. direction. 

It may be of interest to old 
salts to mention a few of the 
then recent wrecks in Western 
Australian waters. The "West 
Riding," London to Fremantle 
with a general cargo, completely 
vanished in 1898. The "Vitalta," 
with a cargo of timber from Pu-
get Sound to Fremantle was 
never heard of again. The 
"Europa" from Glasgow with a 
general cargo was wrecked north 
of Fremantle. "Hie "Corbett 
Castle," unloading steel rails at 
Bunbury, blew ashore and became 
a total loss in 1899. The "He-
busba," London to Fremantle 
with a general cargo, was wreck-
ed on Inaccessible Island. The 
barque 'Sepia," with a general 
cargo, London to Fremantle, was 
wrecked on Carnac Island in De-
cember, 1898, and the following 
year the ship "City of York," 
San Francisco to Fremantle, with 
timber, was wrecked on Rottnest 
on the 12th. July, 11 of her crew 
being lost and 15 saved; and the 
same day, in a blustering North 
West gale, the "Carlisle Castle" 
also went ashore on Rottnest with 
the loss of all her ship's comple-
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ment. In the July gales of 1900 
the barques "Katinka," "Love-
spring," "Norwester" and "Or-
cadia" were all wrecked at Ham-
elin Bay, and in 1901 the barque 
"Highland Forrest," with a gen-
eral cargo, was wrecked at Rock-
ingham. 

But to return to the "Orizaba". 
Needless to say, the excitement 
in Fremantle when the news was 
received and rumours began to 
spread, was intense. A crowd 
quickly gathered at the wharf to 
watch the pilot launch "Lady 
Forrest"—which was still doing 
her job in 1949—with Captain 
Irvine; Captain Tait, the Chief 
Pilot; and Captain R. E. Arundel, 
Lloyds Surveyor; setting off, 
while the tug "Gannet," towing 
two lighters, was followed by the 
tugs "Dunskcy," "Narumba" and 
"Awhina," with a lighter each. 

On Captain Irvine's return 
from the "Orizaba" to Fremantle 
it was learned that the ship was 
hard and fast aground, and Mr. 
T. Day, the local manager, and 
Mr. David Anderson, the general 
manager in Australia for the 
Company, were informed of the 
ship's hopeless position. Mean-
while Commander D. L. Dent, 
R.N., of H . M S . "Katoomba," 
then in port at Fremantle, offered 
his ship and crew to assist. But 
the offer was declined, as nothing 
could be done and it would have 
been dangerous for the "Ka-
toomba" to approach the Five 
Fathom Bank, bristling with reefs. 
Commander Dent, as a four ring-
er, later commanded the "Inflex-
ible" and the old blister-sided 
"Edgar" at the Dardanelles. 

Since it was obvious that the 
ship herself was a total loss, ar-
rangements were made immedi-
ately to land all the passengers 
and baggage by the tug "Gan-
net." Captain Archer was par-
ticularly desirous of getting the 
Austrian and Italian passengers 
ashore quickly, as they and the 
Lascars showed signs of panic. 
The First and Second Class pas-
sengers remained calm. They 
were berthed in various Freman-
tle hotels. Arrangements were 
later made to send the Third 

Class passengers East by the 
coastal steamer "Bombala," the 
First and Second Class travelling 
in the N.D.L. mailboat "Nera," 
which left Fremantle on the 18th. 
of the month. 

A number of vessels were em-
ployed in salving as much as pos-
sible of the "Orizaba's" cargo, 
among them the Adelaide Steam-
ship Company's "Ouraka", 800 
tons; the "Coolgardie," of 900 
tons; the "Torrens" of 200 tons, 
besides the shipments in the 
lighters. Not to be outdone in 
the trade, the "Uraidla," the 
"Gannet," the "Manx Ferry" and 
"Julia Percy" took out thousands 
of sightseers to the wrcck on the 
18th. and 19th. February. 

On Tuesday the 21st., the 
Captain and Officers left the "Or-
izaba", as it was obvious that 
she was beginning to break up. 
All cargo possible had been 
salved, and it was proposed to 
sell the wrcck. On Thursday, 
the 23rd. February, before Mr. 
R. Fairburn, the local Resident 
Magistrate; Captains J. R. Gor-
don, and J. Foxworthy, nautical 
assessors; Captain R. E. Arun-
del, Lloyds Surveyor; and Cap-
tain C. J. Irvine; a Court of In-
quiry was held at Fremantle. 
Captain Archer and his officers 
gave evidence, and the finding of 
the court was that the Master be 
severely censured for a grave er-
ror of judgment in not anchoring 
his vessel until he was sure of 
his position, and attempting to 
recross the Five Fathoms Bank. 

Whatever error Captain Arch-
er made, one feels that his own 
cloth will loyally remember the 
magnificent, example those old 
time Master Mariners set. In 
truth they were the salt of the 
T i g h t Little Isle." 

At the Cleopatra Hotel at Fre-
mantle on the 26th. February, 
Messrs. Leannonth, Duffy and 
Co. sold the hull of the "Orizaba" 
to Charles Moore of P a t h for 
£3,750, the remainder of the 
cargo going for £500; whilst the 
salved cargo was sold in the sheds 
on Fremande wharf to the busi-
ness firms of Boan't, Freedman's, 
and the Economic, among others. 

Gradually the "Orizaba" broke 
up. She was rising 20 years of 
age, for she had been built in 
1886 by the Barrow Shipbuilding 
Company. Captain Archer had 
obtained his Master's Ticket in 
1881. He had been Master in 
the P.S.N.Cf. for II years pre-
vious to the loss of his ship, four 
of them in command of her. On 
this, her last voyage, he had as 
his deck officers M. S. Nicholson 
as Mate, F. Ecclcston as Second, 
and F. Roberts and P. Finnigan 
as Third and Fourth respectively. 
His Chief Engineer was T. Gra-
ham, with W . H. Black and J. 
Bryant as Second and Third. Dr. 
E. R. Moss was the ship's sur-
geon. There were 135 of a white 
crew, and 79 Lascars. 

The winter gales of 1905 fin-
ally swept the last of the old "Or-
izaba" to the bottom of the Five 
Fathom Bank. But her voice is 
still heard in Western Australia: 
for the steam whistle used at 
Monteith Brothers' factory in 
Perth is that with which she call-
ed vainly for guidance that 
smoke hazy morning of February, 
45 years ago. 



M.V . " T a i y u a n " , 7472 tons grots, latest add i t i on to the Aust ra l ia -Far East t rade, 
a n d now on her ma iden voyage . 

LATEST ADDITION TO AUSTRALIA-FAR EAST TRADE 
THE CHINA NAVIGATION COMPANY'S NEW "TAIYUAN" IS A FINE EXAMPLE 
OF BRITISH EXCELLENCE IN SHIP DESIGN AND BUILDING. by John Clark 

"TPO the author of th:se few 
notes there comes the mem-

ory of seeing, some years ago in 
Sydney Harbour, a small, clipper-
bowed steamer with on : black 
funnel. She was of such a size 
fas almost to be thought of as a 
private yacht. She had, if recol-
lection is correct, unusual, short 
curved ladders leading from her 
fore well-deck to the promenade 
deck. They were part of that 
individuality which gave her the 
yacHt-like quality. She was the 
steamer "Taiyuan" of the China 
Navigation Company Limited. 

Now a new "Taiyuan" ts *n 
existence, and last month was in 
Australia on her maiden voyage, 
straight out from her builders on 
the Clyde. It is here the object 
to tell you something of her, and 
of the Company that owns her. 

Let us take the Company first. 
In 1872, John Samuel Swire, 
who founded the Eastern branch 
of John Swire and Sons under 
the name of Butterfield and 
Swire, formed the China Naviga-
tion Company, Ltd., to run Brit-
ish steamers on the Yangtse 
Kiaog; being backed in this ven-
ture by Alfred Holt—the founder 
of the Blue Funnel Line—and 
some others interested in the 

I * 

China trade. Interest in the Com-
pany was soon taken by John 
Scott, member of an old Green-
ock shipbuilding family, and H. 
I. Butterficld, who was a York-
shire millowner; and it was not 
long before operations were ex-
tended to the China Coast, and 
a fleet of coasters was built up.. 

Progress was such, that by 
1941 the Company's fleet had 
grown to 57 ships of an aggre-
gate tonnage of 154,000; easily 
the largest British line operating 
solely in the Far East and West-
ern Pacific. Meanwhile, in 188? 
the trade between Japan, China 
and Australia appeared to justify 
the Company in extending to 
Australia, and building special 
ships for the trade. This was 
done, and the "Changsha," "Tai-
yuan," "Chingtu," and "Tsinan" 
were built and put on t h e run. 

Later, when the Australian 
trade tended to lessen, "Chingtu" 
and "Tsinan" were withdrawn, 
and put on the Shanghai-Japan 
run, where they remained until 
the China Navigation Company 
retired from that run in 1909, 
when they were sold. With the 
further deterioration of the Aus-
tralian trade, "Changsha" and 
"Taiyuan" were, in 1912, sold to 

G. S. Yuill and Co., whose frozen 
meat—they being refrigerated 
ships—they had carried to Man-
ila; and they continued to sail 
under G. S. Yuill's flag until 
1925-26. 

Now, the China Navigation 
Company, with renewed faith in 
the continued growth of Austra-
lia's trade and interests in the 
Far East, have again entered the 
Japan-China-Australia trade with 
two new motor vessels, the 
"Changsha" and "Taiyuan", each 
of which is the third of her name. 
The object of the two ships is, 
in the Company's own words: "to 
link these two important and 
mutually dependent regions"—the 
Far East and Australia—and, to 
produce the ships required, 
"everything that skill, craftsman-
ship and modern research can of-
fer, the Builders' two-hundred-
years-old tradition of shipbuild-
ing and the Owners' seventy-five 
years of experience in Far East-
ern shipping, have united." 

In "Taiyuan" the combination 
has certainly produced a most at-
tractive ship, and one admirably 
designed for the trade in which 
she, is to engage. Built by Scott's 
of Greenock, she is 414 feet be-
tween perpendiculars and 57 feet 
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beam, with a moulded depth of 
33 feet and loaded draft of 23 
feet 6} inches. Her net registered 
tonnage is 4137, and her gross 
7472 tons. A motor vessel, she 
is single screw, and is propelled 
by Doxford diesel engines. 

"Taiyuan" is well-equipped 
with navigation aids; with gyro 
compass, wireless direction find-
er, and "Seascan" radar—which 
has a range of 25 miles, and the 
glass-domed scanner of which is 
a prominent feature on her bridge 
—and echo sounder; and she is 
provided also with the latest type 
radio transmitters for ordinary 
communication. 

Designed as passenger-cargo 
vessels, the "Taiyuan" and her 
sister are well-equipped for this 
dual purpose. The boat deck con-
stitutes a spacious sports deck, 
with the Master's and Officers' ac-
commodation at the forward end 
under the bridge. Here also is 
Number Three hatch, between 
bridge and funnel. 

On the promenade deck below, 
the main bridge structure con-
tains the general rooms for the 
saloon passengers, of which the 
ship has accommodations for 41, 
in single and double-berth cabins. 
An excellent innovation is a ver-
andah which, right forward in 
the bridge structure, extends the 
full beam of the ship, lit by large 
windows and comfortably fur-
nished with wicker chairs and 
tables. Immediately abaft this, 
and lit by windows opening in to 
it, is the lounge, a feature of 
which is the specially laid dance 
floor occupying the centre floor 
space, and which removal of the 
carpet makes ready for instant 
use. 

Just aft of this is the main en-
trance and staircase? flanked on 
the port side by a cocktail bar, 
and on the starboard by a writing 
room; while further aft again 
the smokeroom extends the full 
width of the house, with a paint-
ing by a Chinese artist as its main 
fe^ure , admirably setting off the 
bleached wood with which the 
room is panelled. 

Saloon cabins extend aft on 

Fabrawy. WO. 

An artist's impression of M.V. "Taiyuan" entering Hong Kong harbour by ~ght. 
with light-dusted Victoria Peak in tha background. 

! < .mi l fill! 

Tha saloon passengers' Varandah. M.V. •Taiyuan". Situatad at tha (ora and of tha 
bridge structure, it offers tempting relaxation in tha tropics. 



either side of this desk, double-
berth cabins to port, single berth 
- with Number 13 omitted as a 
sop to the superstitious—to star-
board. At the after end of the 
midship structure is the swim-
ming pool. 

The deck below houses a few 
special saloon cabins at the for-
ward end single-berth cabins 
with private shower, and double-
berth with private ba th - - the 
ship's office, and the dining 
saloon At the after end of this 
deck is the accommodation for 
the tourist class passengers, of 
which "Taiyuan" can carry 42. 
in two, three, and four-berth cab-
ins: the tourist-class lounge and 
bar are on this deck, the dining 
saloon being on the main deck 
below. 

All passenger accommodation 
is delightfully decorated and fur-
nished, in a manner suitable for 
the tropical trade in which the 
ship will be employed. An con-
ditioning is a feature of the -hip. 
public rooms, staterooms, alley 
ways and bathrooms being ventil-
ated by fresh air circulated by 
the Thcrmotank Punkah Louvre 
system, which gives eighteen 
changes of air each hour without 
noise or draughts. The general 
atmosphere of the passenger ac-
commodation obtained by the 
skilful blending of colour and de-
sign in panelling and furniture, 
which was carried out by Messrs. 
Heals of London - is one of light 
and restful charm. 

"Taiyuan's" five cargo holds 
have a total capacity of 6,235 
tons of 40 cubic feet; and she 
has in addition eight compart-
ments for chilled or frozen cargo 
with a capacity of 58,000 cubic 
feet. The hatches are serviced 
by electric winches, and the ship's 
gear will handle lifts up to 30 
tons. 

Refrigeration is by a direct ex-
pansion freon circuit which cools 
a brine system. Air, cooled by 
passing over brine grids, is then 
distributed throughout the insul-
ated holds by fans, and exhaust 
fans withdraw the air for re-cool-
ing. A n important feature of this 

system is the fact that it is virtu-
ally odourless and will not con-
taminate foodstuffs in the event 
of a leakage. 

To cater for the frosted fruit 
trade, a special deep freeze cargo 
compartment has been built in 
each ship. These compartments 
work directly off the freon circuit 
and work at a temperature of 10 
degrees Fahrenheit below zero, 
enabling the quick-freezing of 

"luxury" fruits and vegetables 
and their delivery garden-fresh at 
the end of a voyage of some 
thousands of miles. 

Wi th a raked bow and cruiser 
stern, nicely proportioned as to 
her superstructure and funnel, 
"Taiyuan" is a handsome addi-
tion to the Merchant Fleets en-
gaged in today's Australian trade, 
and a further example of the best 
in British shipbuilding tradition. 

N A U T I C A L Q U I Z 
(1) The Echo Sounder gives the depth of water immedi-

ately. But what is its shortcoming in comparison \vith 
the deep sea lead? 

(2) Among the "marks" on the deep sea lead line, five and 
fifteen fathoms arc a piece of white calico: seven and 
seventeen a piece of red bunting; and thirteen a piece 
of blue cloth. W h y the difference in materials? 

(3) In the days of sail, which, would you say, was the most 
dangerous sail to stow? 

(4) The two British submarines "Telemachus" and 
"Thorough," now with the Australian Fleet, arc fitted 
with the " snort." W h a t is the German name of this 
equipment, and what is its function? 

(5) The luxury ship "Monarch of Bermuda" is being re-
constructed for the Australian run. Do you know under 
what name she will come here? 

(6) There follow the names of some British merchant ships 
which have achieved fame by some happening in their 
lives. Can you place ihcir respective Mas t . ' s from the 
following list? Ships: "Wara tah ," "Brussels." "Cutty 
Sark," "Montrose." Ti tan ic ." Masters: Captain Wood-
get, Captain Kendall, Captain Ilbery, Captain Smith, 
Captain Fryatt. 

(7) You may remember the little barque, the "C.J.S.", 
which was employed in the Melbourne-Mauritius sugar 
trade. Do you know how she got her name? 

(8) O n Wednesday, 17th. April, 1940, the liner "Queen 
Mary" made her first visit to Australia. Do you know 
how many she made in all? 

(9) Do you know the whereabouts of the following land-
marks? The Brothers; the Mother, North Daughter, 
and South Daughter; the Seven Sisters; Father Point. 

(10) Admiral Phillips and Captain Leach stood on the bridge 
together as the ship went down. The date was 10th. 
December. W h a t was the ship? 
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Tho United Stetes Coal) Guard Cutter "Cook Inlet", one of the voxels esiigned 
to en ocean weether station. The ship uses radar and loran (long range radio 

navigation), the complicated antannee of which can be seen on the mests. 

THE ATLANTIC ICE PATROL 
In T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n F o r T h e Es tab l i sh-
m e n t O f W e a t h e r R e p o r t i n g S t a t i o n s In T h e N o r t h 
A t l a n t i c , T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s C o a s t G u a r d Is Re-
spons ib le F o r S e v e n O f T h e T h i r t e e n S t a t i o n s A g r e e d 
U p o n . H e r e Is D e s c r i b e d S o m e O f T h e C o a s t G u a r d 
A c t i v i t i e s O n T h e s e D u t i e s . 
( B y c o u r t e s y of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e ) 

T H E United States Coast 
Guard, established in 1790 

to help enforce customs regula-
tions, today has additional duties 
and responsibilities international 
in character and scope. All nations 
arc interested in the safety of the 
men in their ships and planes 
crossing the oceans. Most of 
the Coast Guard's new operations 
are designed to increase safety at 
sea. 

Until 1940, there was no 
steady, dependable source of in-
formation on ocean weather for 
ships and planes crossing the At-
lantic Ocean. In that year, the 
Coast Guard set up two floating 
weather stations in the Atlantic. 
During World W a r II., because 
of the large number of ships and 
planes carrying supplies to Europe 
from the United States, the num-
ber was increased to 18. Af te r 
the war, the number of stations 
dropped to the original two, but 
the need for an expanded peace-

time weather service had definite-
ly been established. 

A 1946 agreement between the 

United States and eight other na-
tions proposed that 13 ocean 
weather stations be set up in the 
North Atlantic Ocean. The Unit-
ed States Coast Guard agreed to 
man seven of these stations and 
to share the operation of another 
with Canada. The United States 
also proposed to operate in the 
Pacific Ocean two additional sta-
tions not called for in the agree-
ment. The agreement is adminis-
tered by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization. 

While patrolling ocean weather 
stations, Coast Guard ships make 
surface and aerial weather obser-
vations several times every day. 
Data obtained is transmitted to 
the United States Weather Bur-
eau in Washington, D.C., and, 
from this information, forecasts 
of ocean weather conditions are 
made to air and shipping lines. 
By being forewarned of storms 
or hazards in their paths, planes 
and ships can change their 
courses if nec.ssary. The Coast 
Guard ships transmit radio bea-
con signals, which serve as safety 
guides, particularly for aircraft. 
Radio communication is establish-
ed with planes and ships passing 
the weather stations, and, through 
the use of radar equipment, their 
speed, location, and progress are 

Continued on page 47 
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N A V A L P E R S O N A L I T Y O F T H E M O N T H 

Commander John PlunketHiole, RJV.N 

/ C O M M A N D E R J O H N PLUNKETT-COLE, 
R A N., at present W a r Book Office! at 

Navy Office, Melbourne, had the call of the sea 
in his blood, for he is the son of a Master Mariner, 
his father having been for many years a Merchant 
Service officer sailing on ^he China Coast with 
the well-known firm of Butterfield and Swire, 
eventually becoming their senior Master. It was 
as such that he fell a victim to Chinese pirates, 
who, embarked in the ship as passengers at Singa-
pore, subsequently launched their attack and took 
the ship into Kwangchow Bay for looting, Cap-
tain Plunkett-Cole suffering injuries from which 
he never fully recovered. 

His son John, born in Melbourne on 4th. Sep-
tember, 1906, entered the Royal Australian Naval 
College in 1920: being awarded "Maximum 

Time" and the prizes for French and English 
when he Passed Out four years later. He became 
a Midshipman on 15th. May, 1924, and proceed-
ed overseas for the usual service with the Royal 
Navy. 

In these years he was a keen Rugby player, 
and while doing his Sub-Lieutenant's courses, he 
was awarded colours for representing the Royal 
Navy in the Intcr-Service Athletic Tournament 
in 1927, and was "capped" for the United Ser-
vices (Portsmouth) Rugby Football Club in the 
1927-28 season, and again for the Royal Navy in 
the Inter-Service Rugby Championship at Twick-
enham in 1928. In 1932-33, having returned to 
Australia, he was Year Officer at the Naval Col-
lege, and during that period captained the Flind-
ers Naval Depot Rugby XV. which won the 
premiership of the Victorian Rugby Union in 
1933. 

A t the outbreak of war in 1939, John l'lunkett-
Cole—by now Lieutenant-Commander, he having 
been promoted Lieutenant in 1929, and having 
obtained his half-stripe in 1937—was serving in 
H.M.S. "Sussex" in the Mediterranean. In these 
early months of the war Italy had announced a 
policy of non-belligerency, and as strength was 
urgently needed elsewhere than in the Mediter-
ranean, it was p "sible to draw on the Mediterran-
ean Fleet for units to reinforce the Home Fleet 
and other R.N. Forces. "Sussex" accordingly 
found herself detailed to other tasks, and took part 

in the hunt of the "Graf Spee" in the South At-
lantic—with H.M.S. "Shropshire" she formed 
"Force H , " one of the hunting groups operating 
in the area of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Commander Plunkett-Cole had plenty of variety 
of work in those days. His ship was one of the 
escort for the first A.I.F. convoy on part of its 
voyage to the Middle East; he was present at the 
later stages of the Norway evacuation; and he 
was in Home waters during the battle of France; 
while this stage of his wartime activities ended 
with the bombing and disabling of his ship in the 
Clyde during a German air raid. 

In November, 1940, he returned to the R.A.N, 
from the R.N., joining H.M.A.S. "Napier" on her 
commissioning under Captain Arliss as Captain 
(D) . "Napier ," af ter a short spell of convoy work 
in the North Atlantic, joined the Mediterranean 
Fleet and took part in the various operations that 
marked the hectic periods of Crete and the To-
bruk Ferry Run. During the evacuation of Crete, 
"Napier" was near-missed in a German air at-
tack and temporarily disabled with 800 troops 
on board, but reached Alexandria in safety. 

Wi th the entry of Japan into the war, "Napier" 
joined the Eastern Fleet, and shortly afterwards 
Plunkett-Cole was appointed from her to H.M. 
A S. "Canberra," joining the cruiser in May, 
1942, three months before her loss at the first 
Battle of Savo Island, in the opening days of the 
Solomon Islands campaign. Slightly wounded in 
this action, Lieutenant-Commander Plunkett-Cole 
was the senior executive officer surviving. 

In September. 1942, he was appointed to H.M. 
A.S. "Rushcutter ," at Sydney, where he started 
the Fairmile School, remaining there until April of 
the following year, when he was appointed to 
H.M A.S. "Vendet ta" in command, going from 
her to the command of H.M.A.S. "Nepal" in the 
Eastern Fleet, and taking part in the strikes on Sa-
bang and Sourabaya. Towards the end of 1944, 
he took command of H.M.A.S. "Napier" in Aus-
tralia, where that ship had come to refit. He 
took her back to the Eastern Fleet, and there she 
was taken over by Captain H. J. Buchanan as 
Captain (D) Seventh Flotilla, Commander 
Plunkett-Cole—who received his promotion in De-
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cember, 1944—succeeding Captain Buchanan in 
command of "Nonnan . " 

There followed the operations of the Seventh 
Flotilla with the Eastern Fleet against Burma, and 
later with the British Pacific Fleet in the opera-
tions against Japan. 

In 1946 Commander Plunkett-Cole came to a 
spell of shore duty as Commander, Royal Austra-
lian Naval College, and on the 15th. January, 
1948, he was appointed Commanding Officer 

H.M.A.S. "Culgoa," and Senior Officer 1st. Frig-
ate Flotilla, an appointment he held until August 
of last year. 

Commander Plunkett-Cole is married, and is 
the father of two sons, one aged five and the other 
eight years. His wife, who is a Sydney girl, has 
also served in the Royal Navy. Being in England 
when war broke out in 1939, she joined the 
W . R E.N.S., and was one of the first Officers in 
that branch of the Service to be appointed in the 
war. 

February, ItfO. 

Commander John Plunkett-Cole. R.A.N. 



IT WAS JUST ON THREE HUNDRED YEARS SINCE IN A THREE DAYS' FEBRUARY 

FIGHT THE DUTCH ADMIRALS DE RUYTER AND EVERTSEN MET THE BRITISH. 

NOW IN ANOTHER FEBRUARY THE DUTCH "DE RUYTER" AND "EVERTSEN" 

FOUGHT ALONGSIDE US IN THE JAVA SEA. By Job. Ctarfc 

ANNIVERSARIES OF THE MONTH 

ON the 19th. February, 1653, 
John Evelyn—as he tells us 

in his Diary— "Planted the orch-
ard at Sayes Court; new moon, 
wind west." While he was so 
pleasantly engaged, the British 
Fleet under Blake, with Monck, 
Deane and Penn, was in the midst 
of the Three Days' Fight againS 
the Dutch under Tromp, who was 
supported by De Ruyter and 
Evertson. The action started off 
Portland on the 18th. February, 
the object of Blake being to pre-
vent Tromp from getting his an; 

nual convoy up Channel to 
Holland. 

A tremendous battle lasted all 
day on the 18th., Blake being 
badly wounded in the thigh and 
some of his ships so shattered that 
they had to be detached. Three 
of his ships were taken by the 
Dutch and later recaptured, and 
the "Sampson" was sunk. One 
Dutchman was captured, three 
sunk, and one blown up. During 
the night Tromp managed to slip 
past the British with his convoy, 
but was overtaken the following 
afternoon off the Isle of Wight 
and the action was resumed. 

By the end of the second day 
the Dutch had lost a further two 
men-of-war and ten or twelve of 
the convoy. The pursuit lasted 
through the night and action re-
commenced on the morning of the 
20th. off Grisnez, but Tromp 
managed to slip past and get to 
Holland. 

This fight witnessed one of the 
first occasions on which landsmen 
—who, though not embodied in 
any regiment or corps, were pract-
ically marines—taking part in an 
engagement on British ships. This 
was, also, the first occasion of the 
distribution of medals to Naval 

officers. After the actions of 1653, 
Parliament voted gold chains to 
Blake, Monck, Penn, and Rear-
Admiral Lawson, and medals to 
all the captains. Previously thei? 
had been no Parliamentary grant 
of medals to classes of officers, but 
only to.selected individuals. 

February 11th, 1744, was the 
date of the action off Toulon, 
when Admiral Mathews, who was 
desperately short of frigates while 
blockading the Franco-Spanish 
fleet in the port, endeavoured to 
cripple the Allied fleet when it 
eventually came out and get back 
in time to prevent transports leav-
ing Toulon with much-needed 
troops for Italy. Taking it all in 
all he succeeded remarkably well, 
for he drove the Allied fleet into 
Cartagena, and. then returned to 
Toulon before the transports could 
sail. But fenemy propaganda claim 
ed a great victory, and political 
considerations at home made 
Mathews a scapegoat, with the re-
sult that he was dismissed the 
Service; although the real fault lay 
with the authorities by whom he 
was kept short of material. 

The 17th. of February 1787, 
saw the action between Hughes 
and Suffren off Madras, the first 
of their four meetings during that 
year. Suffren was escorting a con-
voy, and when the two forces first 
came into contact, Hughes was 
bctweeir' the French admiral and 
his charge, capturing six ships. In 
the subsequent engagement 
enemy fire was concentrated on 
"Exeter" until a change of wind 
after two hours allowed the Eng-
lish van ships to share in the fight. 
The result of the engagement was 
inconclusive, Hughes retiring to 
Trincomalee to refit, Suffren, 
anxious about his convoy, follow-

ing it to Pondicherry. 
On the 14th. of February, 1797, 

however, British arms at sea had 
a victory which was anything but 
inconclusive. It was that of St. 
Vincent; the occasion when the 
Spanish Fleet, making for Cadiz, 
was blown south of its destination 
by bad weather, and was sighted 
by Nelson in the "Minerve", who 
carried the news to Sir John Jervis 
off Cape St. Vincent. 

Do you remember the story? 
How Calder, the Captain of the 
Fleet, presented the report to 
Jervis. ". 'There are eight sail of 
the line, Sir John', and Sir John 
was very well satisfied. Presently 
he came back. "There are twenty 
sail of the line, Sir John.' 'Very 
well, sir.' 'There are twenty-
five sail of the line. Sir John'. 
—'Very well, sir.' 'There are 
twenty-seven sail of the line, Sir 
John.' 'Enough of that, sir. The 
die is cast, and were there fifty 
sai! I would go through them." 
Whereupon Captain Hallowell, 
his Flag Captain, forgot all about 
discipline, and, slapping him on 
the back, cried: 'That's right. Sir 
John, and by God! we'll give them 
a damn good licking.'" 

Which they did, largely owing 
to the action of Nelson in the 
"Captain" throwing his ship in 
front of nine Spaniards who were 
trying to escape when an opport-
unity arose for the Spanish line to 
break away. At the end of the day 
the "San Nicholas", the "San 
Josef", the "San Ysidro" and the 
"Salvador del Mundo" were in 
British hands, while many of the 
surviving Spanish ships were badly 
crippled. As a result of the action. 
Sir John Jervis was made Earl St. 
Vincent with a pension of £3,000 
a year, and Nelson, promoted to 
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Rear-Admiral, was knighted. 
It was in February 1806, an the 

6th. of the month, that Vice-Ad-
miral Sir Thomas Duckworth, in 
command of eight sail of the line, 
met up with a French fleet of nine 
vessels off San Domingo, in the 
West Indies. The French put up 
a gallant fight, but with the ex-
ception of three frigates which 
escaped, they were all driven 
ashore or forced to strike. 

It was on the 1st. February, 
1873, that the Royal Naval Col-
lege, Greenwich, was opened in 
1873. Forty years later, on the 
13th. February, 1913, "The Cadets 
of the First, or 1913 Entry", ar-
rived at the Royal Australian Na-
val College at Osborne House, 
Geelong. "Uniforms", Mr. F. B. 
Eldridge tells us in his "History of 
the Royal Australian Naval Col-
lege", "had not yet been received 
and so they were obliged for the 
time to remain in all the naked-
ness of mufti, though when some 
lanyards were unearthed, these 
added, we are told, 'some little 
touch of uniformity to otherwise 
heterogeneous incongruity.'" It 
was again in February—on the 
10th. of the month in 1915—that 
the first of the Cadets arrived at 
Jervis Bay when the College open-
ed on that site "they came at 
night," Mr. Eldridge says, "and a 
pouring wet one at that at 10.30 
p.m., in driving rain, the Third 
Entry of Cadet-Midshipmen arriv-
ed in the usual variety of rigs, 
cold and wet, and quite ready to 
do justice to the hot cocoa and 
cold meat which was waiting for 
them." , 

At this time, February 1915, 
while the Cadet Midshipman of 
the R.A.N. College were settling 
in to their new home, the then 
Flagship of the Australian Fleet, 
the battle-cruiser "Australia", join-
ed the Grand Fleet in the North 
Sea, being attached, on the 17th. 
of the month, to the Second Bat-
tle-cruiser Squadron as Flagship, 
Admiral Pakenham hoisting his 
Flag in the Australian ship the 
following month. 

February 1940 saw the depart-

ure fron Australia of die Pint 
Convoy of Australian and New 
Zealand troops to take part in the 
war of 1939-45; they proceeded 
to the Middle East, ships of the 
R.A.N, forming part of the escort. 

February of the following year 
saw the Australian destroyers in 
the Mediterranean busy in the 
Inshore Squadron during the Brit-
ish drive to Benghazi, where the 
formal surrender of the town was 
taken on the 7th. of the month. 

Twelve months later the war was 
on in the Far East, and the R.A. 
N. had its first casualty in New 
Guinea when a rating was injured 
by flyifig stone fragments during 
an enemy air attack on Port Mo-
resby on the night of the 2nd-3rd. 
February. Two days later, "Yar-
ra", up at Singapore, rescued sur-
vivors from the bombed and 
blazing "Empress of Asia", victim 
of Japanese dive bombing. On the 
7th. of the month, ships of the 
R.A.N, came under United States 
command when Admiral Herbert 
Leary, U.S.N., took over the naval 
command of the Anzac Area; and 
five days later Anzac Force, then 
consisting of HM.A.S "Austra-
lia", H.M.N.Z. Ships "Leander" 
and "Achilles", and U.S. Ships 
"Chicago", "Perkins", and "Lam-
son", was formed at Suva, under 
Rear-Admiral J. G. Crace. 

On the 14th. February. 1942, 
Vicc-Admiral Helfrich, R.N.N., 
was appointed C.in.C. Allied Na-
val Forces in the A.B.D.A. Area. 
That same day, "Ballarat", one of 
the Australian corvettes operating 
in the Singapore area, carried out 
a rescue operation lasting nearly 
five hours when they picked up 
215 survivors from a British mer-
chant ship torpedoed 60 miles 
northwest of Batavia. Singapore 
surrendered the next day—15th. 
February. On the 18th. the Japan-
ese occupied Finschhafen, New 
Guinea; and on that day and up 
till the 20th., the Allies evacuated 
Oosthaven, Sumatra; H.M. A. 
Ships "Burnie" and "Ballarat" 
taking part in the operation: On 
the 19th. of the month occurred 
the first Japanese air raid on 

Darwin; ships attacked in the 
harbour including H . M A . Ships 
"Swan", "Platypus", "Gunbar", 
"Congoola", and the hospital ship 
"Manunda". The U.S. destroyer 
"Peary" was sunk, together with 
U.S. and other Merchant ships, 
the Australian "Zealandia" being 
among them. Considerable damage 
was done to installations ashore— 
including the airfield—and there 
were many casualties. On 20th. 
February, the Japanese extended 
their infiltration, and occupied 
Koepang and Dilli in Timor. 

We have earlier spoken of the 
Three Days Fight between the 
British and Dutch in the English 
Channel in February 1653. In this 
February 1942, nearly 300 years 
later, occurred another three days 
fight in which British, Dutch— 
and Australian and United States 
—ships took part, but this time the 
Dutch and the British were Allies; 
the common enemy was the Jap-
anese, and the scene of the en-
counters was the Java Sea. 
Although a Tromp was absent, two 
of the Dutch commanders of the 
Channel battle were represented 
in the ships bearing their names 
—"De Ruyter", the Allied flag-
ships wearing the Flag of Rear-
Admiral Doorman; and "Evert-
sen". The Australian ships among 
those present were "Perth" and 
"Hobart". 

The fight went against the Al-
lies, the enemy forces, both sur-
face and air, being overwhelming. 
"De Ruyter" was lost, and her 
sister cruiser "Java"; the British 
"Exeter" and destroyers "Jupiter", 
"Elcctra" and "Encounter"; the 
U.S.S. "Houston" and "Pope"; the 
Dutch destroyers "Kortenier", 
"Witte de With" and "Evertsen"; 
and the Australian "Perth". 

By February of the following 
year the Allies were getting into 
position to hit back with interest, 
and on the 9th. of the month the 
Japanese on Guadalcanal were 
completely defeated. 

On the 15th. February twelve 
months later, with the Pacific 
campaign progressing ever fader, 
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M A R I T I M E COLLEGE. 

An officer well-known to many 
Australians from the time when, 
during the early days of the 
Pacific War , he was the first 
Commander of the South West 
Pacific Forces — MacArthur 's 
Navy—with his headquarters at 
Navy Office, Melbourne, is now 
Director of the New York State 
maritime College, in the United 
States. He is Vice Admiral 
Herbert F. Leary, U.S. Navy (re-
tired) and in his present position 
he is responsible for the training 
and nautical education of 500 
students preparing for service in 
the United States merchant ma-
rine. 

F O U R YEAR COURSE. 

The college, which is situated 
at Fort Schuyler, and which cele-
brated its 75th. anniversary last 
year, provides a curriculum de-
signed primarily to train cadets 
for service in the merchant ma-
rine, and to this end the four 

years' course combines academic 
training with practical seaman-
ship. First year students take 
basic college courses—English, 
History, Mathematics, and Phy-
sics, as well as Naval Seamanship, 
Engineering, and Architecture. 
Af te r their first year they may 
choose to specialise in Marine 
Engineering—in which case they 
study Power-Plant Chemistry, 
Engineering Physics, Fluid Mech-
anics, Machine Design, and Diesel 
Engines; or they may take Deck 
Courses — Naval Architecture, 
Meteorology, Navigation, Ocean 
Transportation, Admiralty Law 
and Economics. A graduate of 
the College—which is operated 
by the sponsorship of the U.S. 
Coast Guard, the Navy, the Mari-
time Commission, and the Uni-
versity of the State of New York 
—receives a baccalaureate degree, 
a commission as an ensign in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve and in the 
Merchant Service, and a licence 
as an Officer of the U.S. Merch-
ant Marine. 

J A P A N E S E M E R C H A N T 
SHIPS. 

According to a report in the 
"New York Times," 29 Japan-
ese cargo vessels, each of 10,000 
tons, are to be re-modelled with 
the help of United States aid 
funds. Seventy per cent, of the 
cost will be covered by United 
States aid counterpart funds, 
and shipowners will pay the other 
30 per cent, of the cost, which is 
expected to reach a total of 6,-
400,000,000 yen, about 16 million 
Australian. 

W O R L D ' S S H I P P I N G . 
A report issued by the Na-

tional Federation of American 
Shipping shows that, upon com-
pletion of vessels of 1,000 tons 
and over now under construction 
or on order, the ocean-going 
merchant fleet of the world will 
total over 89,000,000 deadweight, 
tons, or nearly 13 per cent, more 
than in 1939. In July, 1949, 
there were 10,700,000 dead-
weight tons of ocean-going ships 

24 Tk* Navy 

building or on order in the 
world's shipyards, less than 1,-
200,000 tons of which was in 
United States yards. About 
4,700,000 deadweight tons of 
new construction is designated for 
registry in countries other than 
where built. 

I T A L I A N G O V E R N M E N T 
A I D S S H I P P I N G . 

Under a law enacted in March 
of last year to promote Italian 
shipping, the Italian Government 
makes liberal contributions to 
shipowners. Under this law, the 
Italian Government will make 
direct contributions and direct 
subsidies for materials and amor-
tization not in excess of 33 per 
cent, of the cost of the vessel, 
plus a guarantee by the Govern-
ment equal to 40 per cent, of the 
cost of the vessel. The total be-
ing 73 per cent., the ship owner 
is required to provide directly 
only 27 per cent, of the cost of 
the vessels. Furthermore, the 
Italian Government pays for all 
national defence features embod-
ied in vessels built, exempts such 
on newly built vessels from in-
come taxes for the first three 
years, exempts materials from im-
port duty and license taxes, ex-
empts construction contracts and 
contracts for related machinery 
from the general excise tax, ex-
empts the vessels from a requisi-
tion or compulsory charter for 
five years, and makes a sliding 
scale contribution based on ton-
nage and horsepower for im-
provements and installation of 
new machinery. 

SUPERLINER FOR 
A T L A N T I C T R A D E . 

Addressing the Alumni Asso-
ciation of the Newport News, 
Virginia (U.S.A.) Apprentice 
School recently, Rear Admiral 
Paul F. Lee, U.S.N., retired, the 
president of Gibbs and Cox, 
naval architects, said that the 
superliner designed by his firm 
and now under construction for 
the United States Lilies at the 
yards of the Newport News 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Com-
pany, might well be " the spark 

urgently needed to rekindle the 
interest of the United States in 
its Merchant Marine." Admiral 
Lee said that the roots of this 
liner went back to 1916, when the 
first design for a ship of this 
type was completed by the Gibbs 
Brothers, William Francis, and 
Frederic H. It was to have been 
1.000 feet long, 106 feet beam, 
with a displacement tonnage of 
57,000. Now, af ter two wars 
and two depressions, the super-
liner is under way. Designed by 
William Francis Gibbs, she is 
expected to enter the Nor th At-
lantic service by the spring of 
1952. 

U.S. M E R C H A N T FLEET. 
Figures recently published by 

the Joint Committee for the 
American Merchant Marine state 
that the sea-going labour force 
has fallen from a wartime high 
of between 200,000 and 250,000, 
to 64,000 officers and men. The 
working complement is composed 
of 13,440 officers, and 50,560 
seamen, and these men come from 
every one of the 48 American 
States, and from Alaska, Hawaii, 
and Puerto Rico. The active 
fleet at November last, taking 
into account ocean-going vessels 
of 1,000 tons or more, totalled 
1,235 vessels of a total of 12,-
300,000 deadweight tons. A n es-
timated 143,000 steamship com-
pany employees, stevedores, long-
shoremen and other shore-side 
workers are regularly employed in 
keeping the fleet active. 

W O R L D ' S Y A R D S BUILD 
T A N K E R S . 

The world's shipyards are 
stressing tanker construction, and 
on completion of current build-
ing programmes the world tanker 
fleet is expected to reach 29,000,-
000 deadweight tons, or 72 per 
cent, above the 1940 figure. Pas-
senger, cargo, and combination 
passenger-cargo vessels are ex-
pected to total about 60,300,000 
deadweight tons when the pres-
ent world construction pro-
grammes are completed, or about 
3.1 per cent, below the figure of 
a decade ago. 

I T A L I A N S H I P B U I L D I N G . 
There are now being built in 

Italy, or on order for Italian 
yards, 26 ocean-going vessels ag-
gregating about 200,000 gross 
tons. Recently Italy requested 
the Economic Cooperation Ad-
ministration for permission to 
use the equivalent of about 
60,000,000 dollars of E.C.A. 
counterpart funds in building 
ships in Italy, the intention being 
to use this amount in part to 
build nine combination passenger-
cargo vessels of 22,000 tons each. 

U.S. S H I P B U I L D I N G . 
There are at present 48 new 

vessels under construction or on 
order in United States shipyards. 
This number comprises 38 tank-
ers, six passenger vessels, two 
dredges, a bulk freighter for the 
Great Lakes, and a prototype 
vessel on order for Government 
study. Working on these ships 
and on repair work, is a shipyard 
force of 60,000 skilled and semi-
skilled yard men, a force estimat-
ed at only 60 per cent, of the 
shipyard employment level con-
sidered safe if the country is to 
maintain a nucleus force ready 
for a national emergency. 
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the Allies landed on Green Island; 
and on that extra day allowed by 
Leap Year—29th. February 1944, 
—took place the U.S. landing in 
the Admiralty Islands, "Shrop-
shire" and "Warramunga" being 
in the covering force. 

Another twelve months pass, 
and on February 3rd. 1945, U.S. 
Forces entered Manila; from the 
4th. to the 12th. the British Pa-
cific Fleet assaulted the Ryukyu 
Islands; on the 16th. "Shropshire", 
"Arun ta" and "War ramunga" 
were among the supporting force 
for the U.S. landing on Corregi-
dor; two days later the Americans 
landed ip Iwojima; and the month 
ended—the last February of the 
war—with H.M.A.S. "Swan" car-
rying out bombardments in the 
Wcwak-Aitape area. 
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News off the World s 
U.S. FLEET. 

The transfer of the United 
States cruisers U.S.S. "Rochester" 
and "Juneau" from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific just before the New 
Year, is described by the " N e w 
York Times" as " the first halt 
in a steady trend that has gradu-
ally seen a major part of the ac-
tive combat fleet drawn into the 
Atlantic from the Pacific." In 
December last, the U.S. Navy had 
about 85 major combat ships in 
the Pacific as against almost 
double that number in the Atlan-
tic and Mediterranean. Three 
years ago the number of ships 
was equally divided between the 
two oceans. 

T H E L O T T N A V A L 
T R U S T F U N D . 

In 1906. Mr. Herbert Lott, a 
member of the London Stock Ex-
change, made a will in which he 
bequeathed a large proportion of 
his money for the improvement 
of efficiency in gunnery in the 
Royal Navy. In 1928 he decid-
ed that he would start the work 
in his lifetime and that its scope 
should be enlarged. He made an 
initial payment of £25,000. He 
died on July 10th., 1947, and af-
ter certain bequests had been 
made, the Lott Naval Trust Fund 
benefited by the residue of 
£133,000. 

R.A.N. BENEFITS. r 
A portion of the income from 

the Lott Naval Trust Fund is di-
vided proportionately between 
sea-going fleets and commands 
and Royal Marine depots, and 
f rom these funds Commanders-
in-Chief make awards to units on 
the strength of their efficiency in 

.fighting practices. T h e Captain 
of the ship or unit has power to 
expend money received for the 
benefit of the ship's company or 
part of it as he thinks fit. T h e 
results of armament practice, 

rifle practice, and examinations of 
certain engineering, gunnery, and 
torpedo reports, are examples of 
the basis upon which Command-
ers-in-Chief assess the efficiency 
of units. Under this heading the 
following amounts were awarded 
for distribution in 1949—Home 
Fleet—£300; Mediterranean Fleet 

£300; Far East Fleet -£200; 
East Indies—£80; South Atlantic 

£40; America and West In-
dies- £40; Flag Officer. Submar-
ines £40; Fishery Protection 
Flotilla—£20; Flag Officer, Air 
(Home)—£80; Royal Marines, 
Shore £80; Joint Anti-Submar-
ine School—£20; Royal Austra-
lian Navy—£60; Royal Canadian 
Navy £60; Royal New Zealand 
Navy—£20; Royal Indian Navy 
- £30; Royal Pakistan Navy— 
£20; South African Naval 
Forces—£20. 

N O T CRICKET. 

W h e n the cruiser U.S.S. 
"Columbus"—flying a "home-
ward bound" pennant 827 feet in 
length—steamed up New York 
Harbour recently af ter 14 months 
in European waters as a floating 
embassy for the U.S. State De-
partment, her people had many 
tales to tell of their difficulties 
and diplomatic problems, which 
included tracing, and learning, 
the National Anthem of Monaco; 
playing basketball against a Turk-
ish team at Istanbul; and organ-
ising Thanksgiving Day parties 
for English orphans. But one 
thing they refu&d to do, even 
for good will, was to play cricket 
with the British. 

B U T G O O D W I L L EXISTED. 

The foregoing, however, must 
not be taken as an indication 
that goodwill towards the British 
did not exist. During her 14-
months' commission, approxi-
mately one-twentieth of the 
thousand-odd in the cruiser's 

complement signed on for a life's 
voyage in convoy. There were 
fifty marriages in which members 
of her crew figured as bride-
grooms. "Most of the brides," 
says "The New York Times," 
"were English, with a smattering 
of French, Italian, and Danish 
maidens." "Apar t from that ," 
said the cruiser's Commanding 
Officer, Captain Ephraim R. Mc-
Lean, Jnr., U.S.N., " v « had, of 
course, a little blonde trouble on 
the beach, but nothing serious." 

T E S T S I N M I N I A T U R E . 
Scientists at the United States 

Navy Electronics Laboratory at 
San Diego, California, are con-
ducting tests on shipboard an-
tennae selectivity to enable them 
to design shipboard antennae cap-
able of sending out substantially 
the same amount of energy in all 
directions. Rather than employ 
a fully-manned seagoing ship for 
the tests, a miniature brass model 
of a destroyer is being used, as 
shown in the accompanying 
photograph. Set on a turntable, 
the model rotates over an "ocean" 
of hardware cloth which ljas ap-
proximately the same conductiv-
ity as the sea. Special stations, 
such as that seen in the fore-
ground in the picture, are set up 
around the rim of the "ocean" 
to receive and measure the inten-
sity of signals radiated from the 
model. 

S«* photo on nait page. 

R.A.N. 's S H O R T E R 
E N L I S T M E N T PERIOD. 

As from the beginning of this 
year, ratings who join the Royal 
Australian Navy may engage for 
an initial period of six years, in-
stead of 12 years as formerly. 
W h e n announcing the new sys-
tem recently, the Australian Com-
monwealth Naval Board said that 
intending recruits could still, if 
they wished, elect to serve initi-
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ally for 12 y e a n ; and if they 
chose to engage, in the first place, 
for six years only they could, at 
the end of that period, re-engage 
for a fur ther six years. Subse-
quent to a total of 12 years' ser-
vice, they could re-engage for two 
fur ther consecutive periods of 
five years each, making a period 
of 22 years; at the conclusion of 
this, if physically fit, they could 
continue to re-engage for two-
year periods until reaching the 
age of 50 years. Recruits could 
enter the Royal Australian Navy 
at the age of 17J jyears, bu t if 
they did so the period of their 
first engagement would date only 
from their 18th. birthday. A t 
the end of 20 years of service 
af ter the age of 20 years they 
would, on discharge, become elig-
ible for pension under the De-
fence Forces Retirement Benefits 
Act. 

L O N D O N D I V I S I O N 
R.N.V.R. 

The headquarters ships of the 
London Division of the Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve are 
familiar river-marks to London-
ers along the Victoria Embank-
ment. Until recently H.M.S. 
"President" has had the field to 
herself, her companion of the 
past 10 years, H.M.S. "Chrysan-
themum," having been away for 
some months undergoing refit at 
Chatham. Towards the end of 
last year, however, "Chrysan-
themum" returned to her Em-
bankment moorings, and the 
ships are together again. During 
the war, they were used for 
training over 40,000 personnel 
for Defensively Equipped Merch-
ant Ships, including 17,000 offi-
cers and men of the Merchant 
Service. These men helped to 
maintain guns and other defen-
sive equipment in merchant ships, 
and 2,713 were reported missing 
and killed during the war. 

" A M E T H Y S T ' S " E N S I G N 
N O W I N C H U R C H . 

Lieut.-Commander J. S. Kearns, 
D.S.O., R.N., of the frigate 
"Amethyst" , which made the 
epic voyage down the Yangtse 

under fire from Chinese Com-
munist armies, recently handed 
over the ship's shell-torn ensign 
for laying-up at a service in St. 
Nicholas' Church, Royal Naval 
Barracks, Devonport, England. 

A N T I - S U B M A R I N E 
F R I G A T E . 

The Admiralty has been carry-
ing out considerable work on the 
designs of a type of frigate ade-
quate for the performance of 
anti-submarine operations under 
present conditions, and the design 
of such an improved type has 
been completed, and it is hoped 
to lay down the first of its class 
in the present financial year. 

c o p i e s o f 4 D r r ' 
WANTED. 

"The Navy" h u been advised 
through the Australian W a r 
Memorial, • that the Imperial 
W a r Museum, London, is anx-
ious to secure if possible a com-
plete set of the R c / i l Australian 
Navy's wartime mag4zine "D1T" , 
for inclusion in their set of Ser-
vice newspapers and Magaxinet. 
Should any reader of " T h e 
N a v y " have a complete set—or 
odd numbers, f rom which pos-
sibly a complete set could event-
ually be made up—of " D I T " 
which he would be willing to 
donate to the Imperial W a r 
Museum, and would communi-
cate with the Editor, his action 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Ed.. T H E N A V Y -
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NAUTICAL 

QUESTION BOX 
C O N D U C T E D BY 

Coptoia R. C. C. Daaa. A. I.N.A., Loadoa 
Readers are invited to send in any queries on neuticel metters, and we shell 

endeavour to answer them in these columns. 

S. T. B. (Mentone, Vic.) states 
that recently H. M. the King 
visited an American warship and 
it was stated that this was the 
first time the British .Royal 
Standard had been flown aboard 
an American naval vessel. He 
believes this to be incorrect. 

It is believed that the first 
time this occurred was when His 
Majesty King George V. visited 
the flagship "New York" of the 
then newly arrived American 
battle squadron, about Christmas, 
1917. Accompanied by H.R.H. 
the Prince of Wales, the King 
was received by the American 
Commander, Admiral Rodman, 
and as His Majesty stepped on 
to the quarter deck, the Royal 
Standard fluttered to the mast-
head of the "New York." The 
five battleships, later joined by 
another, formed the Sixth 
Battle Squadron of the British 
Grand Fleet under the command 
of Admiral Sir David Beatty un-
til after the Armistice. 

A. S. M. (Port Adelaide) asks 
for details of the loss of the sail-
ing ship "Cape Verde." 

"Cape Verde" was an iron 
ship of 1,711 tons, built in 1874 
by T. Wingate and Co., Glas-
gow, and owned by A. Lyle and 
Co., Greenock. On 23rd. June, 
1889, she was lying at anchor in 
Hobson's Bay, and late in the 
evening, the ship "Iolanthe," of 
1,553 tons, was coming up Port 
Phillip Bay to anchor. Confused 
by the number of riding lights 
visible, the pilot headed "Iolan-
the" to pass between two of 
them. Unfortunately, he did not 
realise until too late that they 
were at the bow and stern of 
the Cape Verde. In the collision 

that followed the ' 'Cape Verde" 
sank and, despite many efforts at 
refloating, she was finally blown 
up and the pieces removed from 
the sea bed. 

C. J. (Maryborough, Q.} asks 
what the fastest or most meri-
torious passage for a sailing ship 
was, between Britain and Aus-
tralia. 

I would consider the passage 
of the ship "Maulesden," 1,508 
tons. She was built in 1875 by 
Alexander Stephen & Co., Dun-
dee, for the Bruce Dundee Clip-
per Line, her dimensions being 
245.2 feet long by 38.3 feet 
beam by 23.1 feet deep. She 
had never been considered a 
very fast ship, certainly not a 
clipper, when she left Greenock, 
Scotland, on 3rd. March, 1883, 
carrying 500 migrants and under 
the command of Captain Millar. 
She arrived at Maryborough, 
Queensland, on 12th. May, only 
69 days out. Some details of this 
remarkable passage will be of in-
terest. She crossed the Equator 
eighteen days out and the meri-
dian of Greenwich 37 days out, 
passed South Tasmania some fif-
teen miles off, sixty one days out, 
was off Sydney Heads sixty seven 
days out, and signalled Brisbane 
sixty nine days out. Total distance 
sailed was 15,143 nautical miles, 
an average of 210 miles per day, 
or over nine miles per hour. On 
seven days she covered over 300 
miles per day, her best day's run 
being 335 miles. The best 
weeks' runs were 1798, 1908 and 
1929 miles. For the thirty days 
3rd. April to 3rd. May—the day 
she passed Tasmania—she sailed 
7,953 miles, an average of 255 

miles per day or 11 miles per 
hour. 

As a comparison, the great 
"Thermopylae," as a new ship, 
in 1868, crossed the Equator 21 
days out, the meridian of Green-
wich 36 days out, passed Cape 
Otway 61 days out and arrived 
Melbourne, 63 days out. Total 
distance sailed was 14,222 miles, 
an average of 203 miles per day 
or 8$ miles per hour. Her best 
day's run on this passage was 326 
miles, best weeks' runs were 
2001, 2007 and 1877 miles, and 
on nine days she covered more 
than 300 miles. t(Note, miles in 
each case means nautical miles.) 

"Maulesden" was later sold to 
the Norwegians and renamed 
"Ortrud," then to the Italians and 
renamed "Nostra Signora della 
Guarda." She was sunk by a 
German submarine on 30th Aug-
list, 1916. 

J. S. H. (Montrose) asks for 
details of H.M.S. "Victory." 

The "Victory" was built in 
Chatham Dockyard to the design 
of Sir Thomas Slade, surveyor 
of the Navy, and was launched on 
Sunday, 7th. May, 1765. Her 
dimensions were:—length from 
figure-head to taffrail 226 feet 6 
inches, length of keel 151 feet 3 
inches, length of gun deck 186 
feet, extreme beam 52 feet, depth 
of hold 21 feet 6 inches, and her 
tonnage 2162 tons. She was not 
commissioned until 1778,' when 
the flag of Admiral Hon. Sir 
Augustus Keppel was hoisted, her 
first captain being Sir J. Lindsey. 
She mounted the following guns: 
—on the lower deck, thirty 42-
pounders; middle deck, twenty-
eight 24-pounders; upper deck, 
thirty 12-pounders; quarter deck, 
ten 6-pounders; forecastle two 
6-pounders. When commission 
ed by Admiral Keppel, 32-pound 
ers were substituted for the 42-
pounders. 

J. T . O'S. (Strathfield). The 
White Star liner "Atlantic" left 
England on 28th. March, 1873, 
for New York under the com 
mand of Captain Williams, with 
a total of 931 persons on board. 

Vka Navy 

She had bad weather all the way 
across the Atlantic, increasing in 
intensity towards the American 
coast. Her Captain decided to 
make for Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
instead of New York. Early one 
morning, in pitch darkness, the 
lookout sighted a line of breakers 
dead ahead, and reported to the 
officer of the watch, but before 
anything could be done, the ship 
struck. The heavy seas smashed 
the port lifeboats, while the heel-
ing of the ship brought the star-
board boats within the reach of 
the breakers, most of them being 
smashed. Hundreds of the steer-
age passengers were drowned at 
once, the water pouring through 
the rents in the ship's side. 

A high pinnacle of rock, 150 
feet away, offered a chance of 
life, and five ropes were carried 
across by Mr. Brady, the third 
officer, and two seamen, who 
swam through the intervening 
raging seas. They further carried 
ropes to the mainland some three 
hundred feet from the rock, by 
swimming. Seme two hundred 
people reached the rock, some 
continuing on to the mainland, 
but the intense cold broke their 
grip on the ropes and numbers 
were forced to drop into the sea. 
At daybreak, a small boat put off 
from the land, which was 
Meagher's Island, near Halifax, 
and Brady climbed into it. Go-
ing ashore, he found three large 
boats which he manned with 
shore folk, and dozens of surviv-
ors were picked up, Brady work-
ing as hard as anyone. 

Captain Williams was superin-
tending the transfer of passeng-
ers and crew across to the rock, 
thence into the boats. His. hands 
and feet became frost bitten, but 
not until almost every living soul 
had gone, did he allow himself 
to be taken from the wreck. 
Some 481 lives were lost that 
night, of whom 285 were women 
and children. At the Board of 
Trade inquiry Captain Williams 
was severely reprimanded, and 
only for his gallantry would have 
lost his certificate permanently. 
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I t was suspended for two yeao. 

A . D. T . (Dandenong). The 
"Indian Prince" was a steamer of 
2846 tons owned by James 
Knott's Prince Line. On 4th. 
September, 1914, she w cap-
tured by the German merchant 
cruiser "Kronprini Wilhelm," 
210 miles from Pernambuco. She 
was that vessel's first prize and, 
being brought alongside, her coal 
and stores were transferred to the 
"Kronprinz Wilhelm." Passeng-
ers and crew followed, as well as 
a considerable amount. of cord-
age, spare machinery and furni-
ture. On 9th. September, her 
sea valves were opened. She took 
so long to sink, however, that ex-
plosive charges had to be fixed 
to her sides before she would take 
her final plunge. 

R R. (Portland). —"Inver-
lochy" was a steel barque of 1471 
tons, built in 1895 by Russell 
and Co., of Port Glasgow, for 
George Milne's Inver Line. On 
10th. September, 1902, the "In-
verlochy" left Liverpool for Mel-
bourne with general cargo, and 
under the command of Captain 
E. R. Kendrick. On 18th. De-
cember, 1902, she stranded on 
Ingoldsby Reef in Demon's Bay, 
about 20 miles Southwest of 
Port Phillip Heads. The wreck 
was sold by auction and under-
writers continued the work of sal-
vage of the cargo until 5th. Feb-
ruary, 1903, when the wreck 
broke up. 

J. W . G. (PortGermein). The 
"Asturias" was a steel twin screw 
steamer of 12,002 tons, built by 
Harland and Wolff at Belfast in 
1908 for the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Co. of London. At mid' 
night on 20th. March, 1917, 
while in use as a hospital ship, 
fully lit up and showing illumin-
ated red crosses and green lights 
along her fife rails, she was tor-
pedoed by a German submarine. 
Her crew managed to beach her 
in a sinking condition, and she 

was afterward* refloated and re-
paired. Forty one of the hospital 
staff and of her crew lost their 
lives. After the War, she was 
renamed "Arcadian" and used as 
an ocean yacht until 1932, when 
she was sold to the shipbreakers. 

A Y. (Gladstone). The "Fiery 
Star" was originally named 
"Comet," 'and was a wooden clip-
per ship built in 1851 for the 
Black Ball line. Whilst on a voy-
age from Brisbane to London, -
she took fire on 20th. April, 1865, 
south east of New Zealand. Pas-
sengers and crew,, numbering 
78, left the burning ship in four 
boats. The chief officer, four sea-
men and thirteen apprentices de-
cided to stand by the ship and 
fight the fire. For 21 days they 
battled grimly with the flames 
but eventually had to admit de-
feat when they were sighted by 
the "Dauntless," which rescued 
them. The boats and the 78 
people in them were never again 
heard of. 
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THE RAN. SICK RERTH STAFF 
In T h i s Ar t i c l e M r . J . - D . H o y s t e d Fol lows U p A n 
Earl ier Ar t i c l e In T h e Sep tember , 1949, I$sue Of 
" T h e N a v y , " A n d Tel ls Of T h e Sick Ber th Branch 
Of O u r O w n N a v y . 

By J. D . H o y s t e d 

THE R.A.N, first came into bo-
ing in 1912. being formed 

from the State Navies. Later, 
during the 19141918 War, the 
R.A.N, gave a good account of 
itself, when H.M.A.S. "Austra-
lia" and H.M A.S. "Sydney" did 
outstanding work. From then on 
this Navy did not look back. It 
has grown from a small force of 
19 ships and less than 4.000 men 
to an efficient navy of at least 
SO ships and a large complement 
of men. 

Though, during the 1914-1918 
War. the size of the Medical 
branch was in keeping with the 
rest of the Scrvice, the growth 
has kept pace with the Scrvice 
as a whole. When first institut-
ed. the Sick Berth Staff were 
culled from the State Navies and 
the Royal Navy and learned their 
ground-work at the Williamstown 
Training Depot, afterwards be-
ing sent to the Royal Naval Hos-
pital at Portsmouth. Each mem-
ber completed his training there 
and returned to Australia, to be 
duly stationed either on board an 
R.A.N, ship or at one of the Sick 
Quarters ashore. These included 
Garden Island, or Sick Quarters, 
Williamstown Naval Depot, Vic-
toria. As from 1920, training was 
completed in the Repatriation 
Hospital, Caulfield, Victoria. 

in 192', Williamstown Naval 
Depot was closed, and in the 
same year Flinders Naval Depot 
was commissioned, but with only 
a small Sick Quarters, consisting 
of three wards, dental surgery 
and offices, the latter two being 
in the main block. Later, an op-
erating theatre and surgical ward 
were built, also a new dental 
surgery was added. 

In 1958-1939 another large 
ward was built. Tljen again, in 
1941, three more wards were add-
ed. Henceforth it became known 
as Flinders Naval Hospital. In 
1942-1943 a further three wards 
were added: a modern dental 
surgery was erected containing 
five surgeries, a laboratory, wait-
ing room and an office; and an 
X-Ray department was designed 
and supplied complete with mo-
dern equipment consisting oT 
several X-R.ry units. • Again, in 
1944-1945. two other wards 
were added. Since then a 
Physiotherapy department has 
been set up with all modern ap-
paratus and a highly trained Phy-
siotherapist in charge. These 
and other improvements brought 
Flinders Naval Hospital up to 
200 k?d capacity, with the fol-
lowing departments, X-Ray, Lab-
oratory, Outpatients, Physio-
therapy, Dental Surgery, Operat-
ing Theatre and Dispensary, with 
a large Medical Store to supply 
the needs of all departments of 
the hospital, with up-to-date ap-
paratus. The hospital is capablc 
of expansion to 350 beds. 

The hospital still bears the 
name-plate "Childers," called af-
ter a First World War Hospital 
ship. Here is where the R.A.N. 
Sick Berth Staff have received 
their training since 1921, as have 
the R.N.Z.N. Sick Berth Staff 
until 1943, since when their train-
ing has been carried out at their 
own establishments. 

At Sydney, in 1943, Balmoral 
Naval Depot was built, contain-
ing a Sick Quarters with four 
wards, an X-Ray department, 
Laboratory, Dispensary and Dent-
al Surgery. At the present time 

» 
this is being re-designed, and 
when completed will have a mod-
ern air-conditioned operating 
theatre with modern equipment 
as well as a new medical block. 
This enlarged hospital will then 
be able to cope with surgical as 
well as medical eases. 

Since 1920 great advances have 
been made in the training of the 
Sick Berth Staff in higher tech-
nical branches associated with 
their duties, such as X-Ray, Lab-
oratory, Operating theatre work 
and Physiotherapy. Only recent-
ly approval has been given to 
enlarge the scope of special train-
ing so that each member of the 
staff will eventually be trained in, 
one of the following new higher 
qualifications, or one of the fore-
going, Advanced Nursing, Ment-
al Nursing, Orthoptics, Dietetics, 
Occupational Therapy, Aviation 
Medicine. Aviation medicine, with 
the arrival of H.M.A.S. "Sydney" 
and the establishment of the 
Royal Australian Naval Air Sta-
tion at Nowra, N.S.W., adds an-
other interesting phase to the 
mcdical branch. 

The general training received 
in Naval hospitals is broadened 
by the courses of special study 
arranged at large public hospitals 
such as the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital and the Alfred Hospital, 
Victoria. There trainees derive 
the benefit of the advice and in-
structions from leaders of the 
mcdical profession in numerous 
branches of mcdical science. As 
a greater variety and number of 
cases of various diseases and in-
juries arc treated in these larger 
institutions, these added benefits 
are of very great value to mem-
bers of the Sick Berth Staff, and 
thus to the Service. 

During the recent war, mem-
bers of the Sick Berth Staff made 
a good name for themselves and 
have an excellent record, which 
those who come after will be 
proud to uphold. There were al-
together five D.S.M.'s Lnd four 
B.E.M.'s awarded to members of 
the Branch, and a number of the 
Sick Berth Staff were mentioned 

Continued on page 44 
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WHAT THE NAVY IS DOING 
THERE has been a number of developments in regard to the Royal 

Australian Navy since these notes were written for the January 
issue of "The Navy", including changes in appointment, promotions, 
new entries into the Royal Australian Naval College, and a change 
in the length of initial entry into the Service f6r ratings. 

Among the important changes in appointment is that brought 
about by the change of Government. In the new Federal Cabinet, 
the Honourable Josiah Francis has succeeded Mr. Riordan as Minister 
for the Navy, combining in his portfolio the duties of Minister for 
the Army also. 

Within the Service itself. Captain H. J. Buchanan, D.S.O., 
R.A.N., succeeds Commodore W . A. Dallmeyer, D.S.O., R.N., as 
Commodore Superintendent of Training at Flinders Naval Depot. 
Another change forthcoming later in the year is that on the Naval 
Board when Captain A. R. Pedder, R.N., at present Director of 
Plans at the Admiralty, succeeds Commodore Guy Willoughby, R.N., 
as Fourth Naval Member of the Naval Board and Commodore (Air) 

On the last day of last month 27 new Cadet-Midshipmen entered 
the Royal Australian Naval College, their naval careers stretching 
before them, their paths marked by the long line of their predecessors 
who have gained eminence in the Service. Changes have been made 
at the other gateway of entry into the Royal Australian Navy—-
that to the lower deck. As from the beginning of this year, recruits 
making their initial entry may engage for six years instead of for 12 
years as heretofore, re-engaging for a further six years at the conclusion 
of the first period if they so desire, and subsequently extending by 
five year and two year periods as previously obtained. The engage-
ment for an initial six year period is optional; recruits may if they 
so desire, engage straight out for twelve years as in the past. 

FLEET DISPOSITIONS 

The Aircraft Carrier: 
H.M.A.S. Sydney (Captain R 

R. Dowling, D.S.O., R.A.N.) 
wearing the Flag of Rear-Admiral 
J. A. S. Eccles, C.B.E., Flag Of-
ficer Commanding His Majesty's 
Australian Fleet, departed from 
Sydney on the 11th. of last month 
on the commencement of the sum-
mer cruise, which will embrace 
exercises with the New Zealand 
Squadron. The Flagship's pro-
gramme is: departed Sydney 11th. 
January for Jervis Bay; departed 
Jervis Bay 24th. January for 
Western port, Victoria, where she 
remained until the 28th.; her pre-
sent and subsequent movements 
are: at present at Adelaide, where 
she remains until 6th. February; 
Melbourne 8th. February; Hobart 

from the 10th. to 19th. February, 
when she departs for New Zealand 
waters, where she remains until 
the end of March, visiting Welling-
ton, Akaroa, Auckland, and the 
Bay of Islands, returning to Jervis 
Bay on 4th. April and Sydney on 
6th. On her return to Sydney, 
the Flagship will be available for 
leave and urgent defects until the 
31st. May, and is expected to sail 
for the United Kingdom about the 
5th. June. 
The Cruiser: 

H.M.A.S. Australia (Captain 
G. C. Oldham, D.S.C., R.A.N.) 
is in Sydney until the 11th. of this 
month. Later in the month she 
should depart to join the Flag in 
New Zealand wate[s. On her re-
turn to Australia on the 8th. April, 

the Flag will be transferred to her 
from H.M.A.S. Sydney, and she 
will carry out a training pro-
gramme in the Sydney-Melbourne 
area. 
10th. Destroyer Flotilla: 

H.M.A.S. Warramunga (Cap-
tain (D) 10, Captain A. W . R. 
McNicoll, G.M., R.A.N.) depart-
ed from Sydney last month for 
New Zealand, in company with 
the submarine H.M.S. Telemachus, 
to carry out exercises with the 
Australian Fleet and New ZealanJ 
Squadron. 

H.M.A.S. Bataan (Commander 
W . B. M. Marks, R.A.N.) is in 
company with the Flagship, with 
whose programme hers is identical 
until her return to Sydney on the 
6th. April. From 10th. April until 
the 26th. May, Bataan will be at 
availability for leave and urgent 
defects, and will sail from Sydney 
about the 7th. June for Japanese 
waters, to relieve H.M.A.S. Shoal-
haven. 
1st. Frigate Flotilla: 

H.M.A.S. Shoalhaven (Com-
mander I. H. McDonald, R.A.N.) 
is in Japanese waters, where she 
relieved H.M.A.S. Culgoa on duty 
with the Allied Naval Forces at 
Kure on the 1st. of this month. 

H.M.A.S. Culgoa (Lieutenant-
Commander V. G. Jerram, R.A. 
N.) , having been relieved in Jap-
anese waters by H.M.A.S. Shoal-
haven, is returning to Australia, 
and is expected to reach Sydney 
about the 13th. March. On her 
arrival she will be placed at avail-
ability for leave and refit until1 

the 5th. May, and will then come 
under the operational control of 
the Flag Officer-in-Charge, New 
South Wales, for training exercises 
with the 1st. Frigate Flotilla and 
H.M. Submarines. 

H.M.A.S. Murchijon (Lieu-
tenant-Commander W . P. Cook, 
R.A.N.) is in Sydney, carrying 
out training under the operational 

. . . . at Sea and Ashore 
control of the Flag Officer-in-
Charge,^>Iew South Wales. 
H.M. Submarines: 

HfM. Ships Telemachus (Lieu-
tenant O. Lascelles, D.S.C., R.N.) 
is exercising with the Fleet and 
New Zealand Squadron, while 
H.M.S. Thorough is under the 
operational control of the Flag 
Officer-in-Charge, New South 
Wales, for training exercises. 
10th. LS.T. Flotilla: 

H.M.A.S. Tara\an (Lieut.-Com-
mander H. K. Dwyer, R.A.N.R.) 
is operating under the direction of 
the Naval Board. 

H.M.A.S. Labuan (Lieut.-Com-
mander F. D. Shaw, R.A.N.) is 
operating under the direction of 
the Naval Board, and is at present 
en route to Heard Island on one 
of her annual voyages in connec-
tion with the Australian Antarctic 
Research Expedition, relieving the 
Expedition's scientists on that 
island. She departed from Mel-
bourne last month. 
Australian Minesweepers: 

These two vessels are based on 
Flinders Naval Depot, and com-
prise the Training Flotilla: 

H.M.A.S. Gladstone (Lieut.-
Commander R. A. H. Millar, R. 
A.N.) 

H.M.A.S. Latrobe (Lieutenant 
R. J. Scrivenor, R.A.N.) 
Survey Ships: 

H.M.A. Ships Warrego and 
Barcoo are in Sydney. 

H.M.A.S. Lachlan (Lieutenant-
Commander W . Sharpey-Schaef-
fer, R.N.) is carrying out survey-
ing duties in New Zealand waters. 

G E N E R A L 
New Year Promotions. 

The following promotions, to 
date 31st. December, 1949, were 
announced by the Naval Board on 
the 1st. January. 
Royal Australian Navy: 

Commander to Captain: F. N. 
Cook, D.S.C. 

Lieutenant-Commander to Com-

Cipt. in A. It. P.ddar, R.N. 

mander: I. H. McDonald; C. M. 
Hudson. 

Commander (E) to Captain 
(E) : W . J. M. Armitage. 

Surgeon Commander to Surgeon 
Captain: H. W . Gault. 

Commander (S) to Captain 
(S): C. H. Blacklock. 

Captain H. i . kchanan. D.S.O.. HA.N. 

Royal Australian Naval Reserve: 
Lieutenant to Lieutenant'Com-

mander: W . E. Thompson. 
Royal Australian Naval 
Volunteer Reserve: 

Lieutenant to Lieutenant-Com-
mander: J. D. Shelley; J. B. Grif-
fin, D.S.C.; K. S. Sutherland; C. 
W Wallach, D.S.C.; W . D. 
Wright; A. J. Boyes; C. McD. 
Sullivan; C. P. Dickeson, D.S.C.; 
H. C. J. Lockyer; G. S. Mann, 
DS.C.; H. G. Thorn; E. B. Hop-
kins; S. S. Nevile; G. T. P. Lenz; 
C. A. Byrne, D.S.C.; J. B. Camp-
bell; R. H. Grant; J. C. P. Boyle; 
F.S.B. Appleton, D.S.C.; A. R. 
Pearson; L. B. Brand. 

Lieutenant (Sp.) to Lieutenant-
Commander (Sp.) R.A.N.V.R.: 
L. R. Wright; M. V. Joy; G. W . 
Lilley; A. W . T. Solomon; W . 
Drysdale; P. H. Baile; R. A . 
Bowra. 

Engineer Lieutenant to En-
gineer Lieutenant-Commander, R. 
A.N.V.R.: T. G. Robbins. 
New Commodore Superintendent 

O f T r a i n i n g 

Captain H. J. Buchanan,. D.S. 
O., R.A.N., who has been ap-
pointed Commodore Superinten-
dent of Training at Flinders Naval 
Depot vice Commodore W . A. 
Dallmeyer, D.S.O., R.N.,; takes 
up his new appointment after com-
pleting a Senior Officers' Course 
at the Imperial Defence College, 
in the United Kingdom. 

Previous to his departure from 
Australia in December, 1948, 
Captain Buchanan was Command-
ing Officer of H.M.A.S. "Austra-
lia", having gone to that ship in 
19<6 after twelve months as De-
puty Chief of the Naval Staff at 
Navy Office, Melbourne. Captain 
Buchanan was awarded the D.S.O. 
for his services off the Dutch, Bel-
gian, and French coasts during 
the early months of the war, at 
the time of the German occupa-
tion of the Lowlands. He was 
then in command of the destroyer 
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H.M.S. "Valentine", one of five 
ships operating in the River 
Scheldt supporting the French 7th. 
Army; his ship being sunk under 
him by two direct h imb hit-- during 
a German air attack. He was 
subsequently at Dunkirk, assisting 
in the evacuation there, and on 
the final night of that operation 
he was in charge of pier parties, 
receiving a Mention in Despatches 
for his work on this occasion. 

Af te r Dunkirk, he was appoint-
ed in command of H.M.S. 
"Vani ty" , and later returned to 
Australia for duty in the Plans 
Division at Navy Office. Appn.til-
ed Commanding Officer of H.M. 
A.S. "Norman", of the 7th. Des-
troyer Flotilla, in the Eastern 
Fleet, he was, some months later, 
promoted Captain (D) of the 
Flotilla, and assumed cummand of 
H.M.A.S. "Napier". Early in 
1945 the Flotilla, under his com-
mand, played a leading part in 
the landing on the Burma coast 
and the occupation of Akyab. On 
30th. August, 1945, Captain Bu-
chanan landed at Yokosuka Dock-
yard, Japan, in command of the 
British component of the Allied 
Occupation Forces. 

Captain Buchanan graduated 
from the Royal Australian Naval 
College in 1920. It must be a 
matter of great satisfaction to him 
—a feeling which is shared by his 
friends—that 30 years later, as he 
assumes the top position at Flinders 
Naval Depot, his elder son James 
enters the Depot as a Cadet-Mid-
shipman at the Royal Australian 
Naval College, following in the 
tradition so ably upheld by his 
father before him. 

T h e Year's Cadet Midshipmen. 
Twenty-seven boys—represent-

atives of all States in the Com-
monwealth, and of New Guinea 
—selected from more than 500 
applicants, were chosen for entry 
into the Royal Australian Naval 
College last year, and entered on 
their new life on the 31st. of last 
month. The boys are: 

Hew Guinea: Raymond Oak 
Grimahaw, Port Moresby. 

Queensland: Douglas Gladstone 

Belbin, Maryborough; James Ar-
thur William Dick, Stafford; 
Duncan Steele, Boonah; Malcolm 
John Taylor, Monto. 

?\ew South Wales: Murray 
Edward John Bottcmlcy, Marou-
bra Junction; John Murray Bow-
man, Wavcrlcy; John Manning 
Gaul, Lidcombc; John K -ndall 
Perrett, Broken Hill: Walter Er-
nest RothwcH, Ryde; Walter Ni-
cholas Willi 'ins. Kirribilli. 

Victoria: Bryan Norman Ash-
ley-Cooper, Hawthorn: James Elli-i 
Buchanan, South Yarta; Ormshy 
Roscoc Cixipcr, Kyva'lcy: Adrian 
Ronild Cummins Hamptcn; Jaincs 
Stewart Dickson, Kalorama; Peter 
Frederick Egan, Portland; John 
Herbert Gunn, Hamptcn; Peter 
Bellett Hankinson, Bright! n; Daryl 
Vivian Parkinson, Maryborough; 
Ronald Ian Wakcman. Croydon; 
Barry Arthur Willcox, West Co-
burg. 

South Australia: Ian Keith 
Frances, 'Mur ray Bridge: Peter 
Arthur Hardy, Warrandalc. 
. .Wes te rn Australia: Michael 

George Campbell, Mount Lawley; 
Donald Francis Scott, Boulder. 

Tasmania: John Henry Parker, 
Devon port. 

Fourth Naval Member. 
Captain A. R. Pedder, R.N. , 

who has been appointed to succeed 
Commodore Guy Willoughby, 
R.N., as Fourth Naval Member of 
the Australian Commonwealth 
Naval Board and Commodore 
(Air) , has had considerable ex-
perience such as equips him for 
this post. 

Now 45 years of age. Captain 
Pedder entered the Royal Navy 
as cadet at Dartmouth Naval Col-
lege in January, 1918. On leaving 
the College in 1921 he was 
awarded the Robert Roxburgh 
Memorial Prize for having obtain-
ed the highest marks in the cadets 
passing-out examination. A quali-
fied naval air observer and me-
teorologist, he early in his career 
served in the fleet aircraft carriers 
"Courageous", "Glorious", and 
"Eagle". In August 1935 he was 
commended for his meteorological 
logs, and the Admiralty expressed 
its satisfaction with work done by 

him in preparing meteorological 
notes on Gibraltar; and in 1937 
the Board of Admiralty awarded 
him the Henry Leigh Carslake 
Prize for the best essay of the 
year on the work and development 
of naval aviation. 

From April 1942 until Jantiary 
1943 he was Assistant Director of 
the Naval Air Division at Ad-
miralty, and from Febru ,rv 1943 
until July 1945 was Staff Officer, 
Plans Division (Air) . From Aug-
ust 1945 until January 1946 he 
was Comamnding Officer of the 
escort carrier "Khedive", and from 
February 1946 until December 
1947 in command of the cruiser 
"Phoebe". During the whole of 
1948 he was at the Imperial De-
fence College, and he comes to his 
appointment at Navy Office from 
that of Deputy Director of Plans 
at the Admiralty. 

Naval Officers' Club of 
South Australia. 

The Naval Officers Club of 
South Australia, which held its 
First Annual Dinner in 1946, is 
growing in strength with the re-
turn since the war of many Of-
ficers to South Australia, and the 
arrival in South Australia of Of-
ficers from the Royal Navy, and 
other Dominion Navies. The Din-
ner—which is usually held on the 
nearest convenient date to the 9th. 
November, the anniversary of the 
Royal Australian Navy's baptism 
of warfare with the destruction 
by the first "Sydney" of the Ger-
man cruiser "Emden"—attracts a 
greater attendance each year, and 
thus increasingly fulfils its object 
of continuing and stimulating 
friendships made among Soutfi 
Australian Naval Officers who 
served in Great W a r s I and II. 

At the latest dinner the Guest 
of Honour was His Excellency the 
Governor of South Australia, 
Lieutenant-General Sir Willough-
by Norrie, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S. 
O., M.C.; who was accompanied 
by his Private Secretary, Major C. 
Duncan, C.B.E.; and his A.D.C., 
Captain Viscount Althorp. His 
Excellency was received by the 
President of the Club, Commander 
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S. R. Symonds, R-A.N. , and the 
Committee. 

Among the distinguished gather-
ing of Officers were Captain F. 
E. G. Hobart, R .N. (Rtd . ) ; Com-
mander G. Gilbertson, R.N. 
(Rtd . ) ; Commander (S) M. T. li. 
Fowler, R .N. (Rtd . ) ; Lieutenant-
Commander Oliver Symon, R.N. , 
(Rtd . ) ; the Resident Naval Of-
ficer for South Australia, Com-
mander S. T . M. Gower, R .A.N. ; 
Commander R. S. Pearson, R.A. 
N ; Surgeon Commander S J. Dun-
stone, V.R.D., O.S.T.J., R .A .N. 
R.; Surgeon Commander R. F. 
Matters, V.R.D., R.A.N.V.R. ; 
Commander M. Andrewartha, V. 
R.D., R .A.N.V.R. ; Lieutenant 
Commander K. M . Brennan, D.S. 
C., R .A.N.V.R. ; Engineer Lieut.-
Commander H. F. Irwin, R.A.N. 
R. (S) ; Lieutenant-Commander 
George Gosse, G.C., R.N.V.R. ; 
Lieutenant K. Ibbotson, R.N.R. ; 
and several Officers of the Naviga-
tion, Gunnery, Engineering, Me-
dical, Secretarial, Supply, Special, 
Hydrographic, and Small Cra f t 
Naval Auxiliary Patrol Branches. 
Present Officers of the Club are 
Lieutenant (Sp.) D. F. A. Simp-
son, R.A.N.R. , Hon. Treasurer; 
Lieut -Commander (S) G. A. Pea-
gam, V.R.D., A.D.C., R .A.N.V. 
R., Hon. Secretary; and Lieut. -
Commander (S) L. T . Ewens, V . 
R.D., R.A.N.V.R. , Hon Auditor. 

Black Rock (Vic.) Sea Cadet 
Company. 

Some notes have come to hand 
regarding the progress made by 
the Black Rock Sea Cadet Com-
pany, which are of itfterest as 
showing the growing interest in 
Sea Cadets and the enthusiasm of 
this Company since the Sea Cadets 
have been given official recogni-
tion. 

In the immediate post war years, 
the Black Rock Company, which 
had been under the capable direc-
tion of the late Sea Cadet Lieut.-
Commander Monk, had approxi-
mately 60 Cadets. From that num-
ber, during the past three years, 
23 joined the Royal Australian 
Navy, and three the Merchant 
Service. A number of others be-
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came over age and left the Com-
pany, so that about 12 months 
ago membership was down to 20, 
including four officers. During 
the past 12 months however, due 
to official recognition and the 
promise of uniforms—and with 
the enthusiastic support of the 
Head Master of the Hampton 
High School, who had permitted 
recruiting among his scholars—the 
"Cerberus" Company, Black Rock, 
now numbers 56 Cadets, and it is 
hoped to reach a total of 80, which 
is the limit to be accommodated in 
the present building. 

The Victorian Sea Cadets were 
engaged in various activities dur-
ing 1949. Among these, 25 Cadets 
—from Port Melbourne, Black 
Rock, a n d Geelong—enjoyed 
cruises in H.M.A. Ships "Sydney" 
and "Australia", through the 
courtesy of the Naval Board an3 
the Commanding Officers of the 
ships; a Colour Party of five Ca-
dets under War ran t Officer Scott 
formed the Navy League repre-
sentation at St. Paul's Cathedral, 
Melbourne, for the Blessing of the 
Colours and the various shipping 
companies' House Flags on the 
31st. October; eight Cadets from 
Black Rock represented the Navy 
League Sea Cadets at the Remem-
brance Day ceremony at Mel-
bourne Town Hall on the 6th. 
November; 146 Cadets under 
Lieutenant Grosser, R.A.N.V.R. . 
inspected H.M.A.S. "Sydney" 
while she was in Melbourne; and 
140 Cadets from Port Melbourne, 
Black Rock, and the new Footscray 
Technical School Company— to-
gether with 15 Cadets from New 
South Wales who were visiting 
Melbourne at the time—lined up 
for Trafalgar Day on the steps of 
State Parliament House, Mel-
bourne, for the Trafalgar Day 
memorial ceremony. 

Melbourne Wate r f ron t 
Personality Honoured. 

His many friends will have been 
delighted to learn of the inclusion 
in the New Year's Honours List 
of Mr . P. J. Sylvester, whom the 
King honoured with the award of 
the M.B.E. for his services in aid 
of Food for Britain. Unfortunately 

Mr . Sylvester, for long a familiar 
figure to Naval and Merchant Sea-
men on the Melbourne waterfront, 
has been missing from the water-
side scene for some months owing 
to severe illness; but h e is now 
slowly picking iip, and it is hoped 
to see him on deck again before 
very long. 

As organiser for the Mayor of 
Camberwell's (Vic.) . "Fat for 
Britain" Appeal, Mr . Sylvester 
made it his aim that no BritisK 
seaman should leave Melbourne 
without receiving a gift of two lbs. 

^ of dripping. In the early days oT 
" the scheme the allowance was 5 

lbs. a head, but the increase in 
the volume of shipping, and the 
inclusion of the crews of the re-
ftfrning vessels of the British Pa-
cific Fleet, increased the distribu-
tion by hundreds of cases, and a 
^eduction in the ration became 
imperative. In addition to indi-
vidual seamen, cases of fats and 
food were sent to Seamen's Insti-
tutes on the British coast. 

W i t h the use of only one arm, 
and severely affected by other 
war injuries, "P.J ." was a familiar 
figure on ships' gangways, adroitly 
juggling odd tins of fat to make 
up the required issue. As a result 
of his tireless activities he suffered 
a collapse last Easter, and has been 
laid aside with heart tfbuble since. 
Seafarers generally will wish him 
a speedy recovery. 

Padre Dixon. 
Another familiar figure who • 

has been absent from the Mel-
bourne waterfront for some months 
now is Padre Frank (Dickie) 
Dixon, well-known to Naval and 
Mercantile Officers and Seamen 
as an always welcome Padre of 
the Missions to Seamen. "Dickie" 
—with his charming wife and their 
beloved dog Leo—has exchanged 
the seaside for a lakeside for a 
while, and is now Rector at Lake 
Cargellfgo, New South Wales. 
Wri t ing to your Editor on the 
29th. December last, he said: " I t 
has been over the century here for 
a few days. I did 176 miles between 
4 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Christmas 
Day after a midnight scrvioc here. 



BOOK REVIEWS 
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" A S Y O U WERE—1949," an anthology by members, and ex-
members, of the Australian Services, published by the Australian 
W a r Memorial, Canberra, A.C.T.; printed by the Halstead Press, 

Sydney. 

" A S Y O U W E R E — 1 9 4 9 , " 
follows in the tradition of 

its predecessors in this series of 
books produced by the Austra 
lian W a r Memorial, the Army 
and Air Force books and the 

, "H.M.A.S." volumes of the war 
days, and the post war "As You 
were" volumes. 

It is well up to standard, both 
in content and production. Read-
ing and looking through it, this 
reviewer feels that these books 
maintain their hold in interest 
and in value in their annual ap-
pearance. They contain a lot of 
unofficial history, a great deal of 
recaptured experience which 
loses nothing through the lapse 
of time, and much authentic at-
mosphere, all of which will be 
exceedingly useful to the histor-
ian of the future. It seems that 
it is a good thing that this can all 
be preserved between covers as 
is being done in these produc-
tions. 

The Navy is represented in 
this volume by a number of auth-
ors. "Dive Through The Nar-
rows," by "Bosun's Mate, 
R.A.N." , is an interesting remin-
iscence of the voyage out to Aus-
tralia of the Navy's first two sub-
marines—AE1 and AE2—and of 
the eventual exploits and fate of 
AE2 under Commander H. G. 
Stoker, D.S.O., R.N. Before the 
end of 1914, AE2 was on her 
way to European waters again, to 
take part in the war in the Med-
iterranean, finding herself, leav-
ing Australia, as "Bosun's Mate" 
says: "escort to the fifteen thous-
and troops in massed transports 
which formed up in stretching 
array off King George's Sound 
and set course for the Mediter-
ranean—and Gallipoli. T h e trip 

across was uneventful and, on the 
end of a transport's tow-rope 
most of the way, uncomfortable." 

Yes, the trip was uneventful. 
But there was a morning when 
" A E 2 " was slipped from the old 
"Berrima's" towlinc for a short 
while, with orders to submerge 
and be ready to torpedo the 
enemy cruiser creeping over the 
starboard horizon; while the 
"Themistocles," the only ship in 
the convoy with guns, engaged 
the newcomer's attention. Fortu-
nately the "enemy" turned out to 
be the Royal Indian Marine ship 
"Duffer in," so the opportunity 
for " A E 2 " to display her prowess 
did not then arise. 

It did later, however, in her 
famous submerged j o u r n e y 
through the Narrows into the 
Sea of Marmora, which "Bosun's 
Mate" describes in a readable, 
graphic style. Her last hectic 
minutes, alternating at speed be-
tween the surface and the sea 
bed at acute angles, must have 
been exciting enough in all con-
science—and reading of them 
gives one an even more healthy 
respect for submariners in general. 

In "Mediterranean Action," J. 
S. McBryde, R.A.N., tells of the 
heavy defeat inflicted on a power-
ful German air force which at-
tacked a large convoy—forty 
ships—bound from Oran to Gib-
raltar, the escort including the 
Australian corvettes "Gawler," 
"Ipswich," "Maryborough" and 
"Lismore." The attack, delivered 
by "at least fifty large twin-en-
gined planes," took place off the 
south coast of Spain just before 
sunset in the evening. The air-
craft were torpedo bombers, and 
were given so hot a reception by 
the escorts and merchant ships 

that the attack was a failure, and 
the enemy lost many aircraft; the 
action being quoted "as one of 
the finest defensive actions against 
very heavy torpedo-bomber at-
tack that had ever taken place in 
the Mediterranean; particularly 
as there was no air cover, and the 
escort was a light one." 

As Commander McBryde— 
who was Commanding Officer of 
"Ipswich" on this occasion—says, 
"There was very little publicity 
given to this action," at the time. 
Except, that is, by the Germans, 
who made their usual sweeping 
claims. But the author quotes the 
following signals from the C.-in-
C. Mediterranean, Sir Andrew 
Cunningham, to the Senior Offi-
cer Escort, in "Shoreham," and 
to the Mediterranean Station: " I 
congratulate you and the escort 
force and convoy KMS 21 on 
your sturdy defence of convoy 
against heavy torpedo-bomber at-
tacks. The enemy got a sore 
head that he is likely to re-
member"; and "Exaggerated Ger-
man claims to have sunk many 
ships by an attack on convoy off 
Alboran on evening of 13 Aug-
ust. C.O.'s may inform ships' 
companies of the true facts 
which are as follows: N o ship 
was sunk, only ships hit were two 
merchant ships which have reach-
ed Gibraltar. Sturdy defences 
by the surface escort and convoy 
resulted in seven enemy aircraft 
shot down for certain and several 
probables. A n excellent perform-
ance anjJ example of w h a j can 
be done by self-help." 

Commander McBryde does not 
mention, in this account, the 
"humorous signal" story which 
attaches td this action. The yarn 
goes that after the action, a ship 
which had picked up some ditch-
ed German airmen reported this 
fact by signal to the S.O. escort 
saying: " I have on board some 
enemy prisoners which I wish to 
dispose of ," receiving the reply 
"Concur ." 

P. Buring, R.A.N. , in "Guad-
alcanal," tells of another air at-
tack, that on the ships engaged 
in the assault operatiQns on Guad-
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describe the attack itself, and a 
very good job he makes of it. 
"Have you," he asks, "watched 
the last furlong of a horse race 
and been mentally astride the fa-
vourite's back?" Then read his 
description of the race between 
anti-aircraft fire and a Japanese 
aircraft speeding in towards the 
ship, and gradually losing height 
as it neared its objective. 

"Special Operator ," in " T h e 
Story of Feb" 'tells of the forma-
tion and wartime activities of the 
Far Eastern Liaison Office, and its 
contribution to victory through 
the agency of combat propagan- . 
da, and writes authentically and 
interestingly. 

J. E. Macdonnell—in "Com-
mand," which tells of the captain 
of a destroyer, and "Ammunit ion 
Expended," the story of the last ' 
hours of "Perth"—writes with his 
usual vivid descriptive powers; 
and on the lighter side G. War-
wick Waye in "Parole for a 
Day," telling of relief from 
"pusser" drill in the flagship while 
relieving signalman in an auxil-
iary minesweeper, and J. C. H. 
Gill, in " T h e (Hal f ) Dead Ma-

" T H E A N N U A L D O G W A T C H ; 
Shiplovers' Society of Victoria. 

rines," wKich describes the un-
happy results accruing f rom the 
mixture of anti-typhoid vaccine 
and high seas when applied' to 
those unused to a life on the 
ocean wave, strike happy notes. 

Other Naval contributions in-
clude good readable items in "Just 
a Loading Number" by "Breech-
worker," and "The Buoys of 
Port Jackson" by W . N. Swan. . 

Since this reviewer is writing 
for " T h e Navy," and for readers 
more immediately interested in 
the nautical scene, he has devot-
ed his space here to the Naval 
side of "As You Were—1949." 
But do not think there is nothing 
else in the volume. There are 
excellent Army and Air Force 
contributions, among which Fred-
erick Howard's "Man Among 
Men," a fine tribute to General 
Vasey; R. S. Porteous' " T h e 
Blank File"; Ivan Southall's 
Sunderland Flying Boat story 
"Uneventful Patrol"; "Might 
and Main 's" diverting voyage in 
a Catalina from Pembroke Dock 
to Mombasa in "Transit Flight"; 
and E. V. Timms' "Escape if you 
C a n " are examples among a 
choice collection. 

No . 7, 1950"; published by the 

alcanal on 7th. 'August, 1942. 
This, again, ended in a signal de-
feat for the enemy, in the main 
due to the R.A.N. Coastwatcher 
on Bougainville, whose signal, re-
ceived in the wireless office of 
our author 's ship, enabled' the 
ships to prepare for evasive ac-
tion and fighter protection to get 
into position. 

One can imagine our author 's 
feelings when he read the signal. 
It was a hot, steamy morning. 
" O n the flag deck exhausted sig-
nalmen slumped in the meagre 
shade afforded by the port and 
starboard flag lockers as slowly 
we steamed up and down guard-
ing the troopships from surface 
and underwater attack. T h e 
drab transports lay in seeming 
idleness, but beneath decks shim-
mering glassily with the heat men 
worked feverishly to unload the 
precious cargoes of ammunition, 
food and stores. A surge of warm 
air from the mouth of the pneu-
matic pump which communicated 
with the main wireless office 
awoke me from my stupor and 
proclaimed to all within earshot 
the impending arrival of a fresh 
signal. I plucked the carrier 
from out of the cage and unfold-
ed the signal form. Same old 
thing, I suppose—reports of pro-
ceedings ashore. The last one 
had been an announcement that 
Japanese were holing up in caves 
in the hills. The first glance was 
cursory, but startled. I read again 
carefully—'To any U.S. Man o' 
War—Urgen t—from J.E.R. Bou-
gainville X Forty twin-engined 
planes passing Bougainville head-
ing Tulagi area—0940'. 

" T h e signal staff sensed some-
thing in my attitude, and they 
crowded round. The comments 
were varied, ranging from bitter 
invective to fierce and mighty 
oaths. The messenger rushed the 
pink slip up f& the compass plat-
form; word spread like wild-fire 
around the ship and almost as 
soon as the captain put the news 
through the loudspeakers the 
ship's company knew of the im-
pending attack." From this in-
troduction, the author goes on to 

The art standard of this vol-
ume is up to that of its predeces-
sor's, which is to say it is very 
good indeed, both as to tTe orig-
inals and to reproduction, with 
many four-colour plates and 
many satisfying drawings, the 
work of well-known Australian 
artists. 

Altogether, this book is an ex-
cellent job, and one. which should 
be sought after by everyone with 
Service time who wants to re-
capture and keep something of 
his past experiences. Authors, 
artists, publishers and printers 
are to be congratulated. 

The Shiplovers' Society of Vic-
toria is performing a valuable ser-
vice in its annual production of 

" T h e Dog W a t c h . " Sir James 
Bisset, former Master of the 
"Queen Mary," hits the nail on 
the head in his foreword to this 
volume when, writing of his 
pleasure in contributing the in-
troduction to its contents he says: 
"each number of 'The Annual 
Dog W a t c h ' is crammed with 
salty articles which take me right 
back to my own early days. Since 
settling in Australia I have been 
struck by the number of Ship 
Lovers' Societies, Little Ship 
Clubs, Yacht and Motor Boat 
Squadrons, Volunteer Coastal 
Patrols and Ancient Mariners ' 
Leagues. The days of commer-
cial sailing ships are almost gone, 
but the members of these organ-
isations are doing a grand work 
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in keeping alive the great tradi-
tions of the sea. The appearance 
of 'The Annual Dog Watch' 
must be an event of supreme in-
terest and pleasure to all these 
lovers of the sea and ships, and I 
wish the publication every success 
and ian ever-increasing circula-
tion." 

Saltiness is the flavour of this 
volume, and it opens with the 
tang of the North sea and of 
herring with "Shalimar's" "On 
an Aberdeen Breakwater", in 
which the author, standing there, 
ruminates on the sights that this 
breakwater has seen, from the 
wreck of the Aberdeen whaler 
"Oscar" on 1st. April, 1813, to 
the passage to sea of some of the 
famous ships built at Hall and 
Hood's yards in the granite city. 

Prominent among them were 
the clippers of the Aberdeen 
Line. "It has always seemed to 
me," writes "Shalimar, "that there 
was a touch of artistic genius be-
hind the colour scheme of those 
ships. What was better calcu-
lated to show off the graceful 
lines and flowing curves of a 
shapely hull than bottle-green 
paint, with under it copper 
sheathing or pink boot-topping? 
What more likely to emphasize 
that daintiness aloft in which the 
Aberdeen builders gloried, than 
white iowermasts, yards, bow-
sprits and blocks: and pitch pine 
topmasts, topgallantmasts and 
jibbooms. It is true that other 
and larger ships were built in 
Aberdeen for the, Australian 
trade—the "Sobraon" and the 
"Port Jackson" among them—but 
I think it is by the green and 
white beauties that the Aberdeen 
clippers will be remembered." 

In an embarrassment of riches 
it is difficult to select treasures; 
and there are plenty of them in 
this little volume. "A.M.G." 
tells again the never-palling story 
of the "Waratah," and finishes on 
a recent note: "As I typed the 
last paragraph a letter arrived 
from a friend in Durban who 
knew of my present interest in 
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ihe 'Waratah' mystery. He said 
ihat during the war a number of 
South African Air Force pilots on 
patrol had reported a large black 
mass, unexplained by the charts, 
a few miles off Port St. Johns. 
My friend believed that this 
might well be the hull of the miss-
ing liner, covered, as would be 
natural, by forty years of marine 
growth. Perhaps one day in the 
not too distant future the story 
of that awesome disaster may be, 
in part at least, unfolded to the 
eyes of men." 

"H.D.", who was doing a job 
for British Naval Control in 
Monte Video in the early months 
of the war, gives the Monrc Video 
picture of the Battle of the River 
Plate, and the last hours of the 
"Graf Spee." 

Colonel R. M. W. Thirkell, 
who had a very intimate associa-
tion with it during the war, writes 
on the job of "Fishing Shell 
Coinage." 

Captain H. R. Watson, in tell-
ing of the loss of Mcllwraith Mc-
Eacharn's S.S. "Federal" off Cape 
Everard in 1901, recounts an 
event that has some similar fea-
tures to that of the loss of "War-
atah," and may, indeed, have 
arisen from the same cause, the 
staving in of the hatches of No. 
1 hold. 

E. M. Christie gives a short 
history of the notorious "Bully" 
Hayes, and his association with 
Australia and New Zealand. One 
of our contributors to "The 
Navy," Captain H. V. Warner, 
has an impressive sketch in "My 
Shipmate Santos"—who was, to 
say the least of it, a difficult ship-
mate; and, among much other 
interesting fare, "C.H.L." tells 
of the little Australian barque 
"C.J.S.", and the Melbourne-
Mauritius sugar trade. 

All in all, "The Annual Dog 
Watch" is a most valuable little 
contribution to Australian litera-
ture of the sea; and one of which 
the Shiplovers' Society and the 
magazine's Honorary Editor— 
Miss S. A. E. Strom—may well 
be proud. 
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"WHOLEHEARTED DEVOTION TO DUTY" 
Captain E. F. V. Dechaineux, D.S.C., R.A.N., Who 
Lost His Life While In Command Of "Australia," 
Was Decorated By Both Britain And The United 
States. 

EMILE F R A N K V E R L A I N E D E C H A I N E U X was born 
on the 3rd. October, 1902, at Moonah, Tasmania, the son 

of the late Lucien Dechaineux. He entered the Royal Aus-
tralian Naval College in 1916, became a midshipman in Jan-
uary, 1920, Sub-Lieutenant in May, 1922, and Lieutenant the 
following December. 

He specialised as a Torpedo Officer, and when the war 
broke out in 1939 was a Commander of two years standing. 
He was then on exchange duty overseas at the Admiralty. 
He commanded H.M.S. "Vivacious" at Dunkirk, stood by the 
Flotilla Leader "Eglington" and commissioned her in com-
mand, and it was during his service in this ship that he earned 
the D.S.C awarded to him in July, 1941, "For outstanding 
zeal, patience and cheerfulness and never failing to set an ex-
ample of whole-hearted devotion to duty." 

H e returned to Australia in the latter part of 1941, and 
was appointed to Navy Office as Director of Operations, an 
appointment he held until he went to the new Tribal Class 
destroyer "War ramunga" in command on commissioning; his 
promotion to Captain coming while he held this command. 

In March, 1944, Captain Dechaineux was appointed in 
command of H.M.A.S. "Australia," and as Chief Staff Officer 
to the Flag Officer Commanding the Squadron. It was while 
in this appointment that he met his death on Trafalgar Day, 
1944, when "Austral ia" was struck on the foremast by a Jap-
anese aircraft, which crashed on her bridge, killing and wound-
ing many of those in that position, including Captain Dech-
aineux, who died of the wounds he received. He was a great 
loss to the Royal Australian Navy. 

For his services to the Allied cause in "Austral ia" he was 
posthumously awarded the American decoration of Legion 
of Merit , Degree of Officer, "For exceptionally meritorious 
conduct in the performance of outstanding services to the 
Government of the United States as Commanding Officer of 
H.M.A.S. 'Australia' from March 9th., 1944, until his death 
in action with the enemy. Directing his command with superb 
seamanship i n d great professional skill, Captain Dechaineux 
participated in vital and hazardous operations during this per-
iod of intensive hostilities against enemy Japanese forces, 
fighting his ship valiantly in support of our landing in the 
Philippines despite severe opposition until the 'Australia' was 
subjected to a hostile suicide dive-bombing attack in which he 
sustained wounds which later proved fatal. His splendid lead-
ership . and unwavering devotion to duty reflect the highest 
credit upon Captain Dechaineux and the Royal Australian 
Navy. He gallantly gave his life in the service of his country." 

n * 

TWO GALLANT VICTORIAN RATINGS 
Lost In "Parramatta" When Torpedoed In The 
Mediterranean; They Received Awards For Fine 
Service In That Ship. 

" T W O Victorian ratings—both of whom lost their lives in 
H.M.A.S. "Parramatta"—received awards for their ser-

vice in that ship previous to her being sunk by a German U-
Boat while on the Tobruk Ferry Run. 

Acting Leading Seaman Henry Thomas Francis Bates, 
R.A.N., joined the Navy at Port Melbourne in March, 1938, 
as an Ordinary Seaman. During the war, until he was lost, 
he served in H.M.A. Ships "Sydney," "Per th ," and "Parra-
matta." It was in this ship that he earned the D.S.M. "For 
outstanding gallantry, fortitude and resolution during the 
Battle of Crete." 

The Recommendation for the Award tells how "Lead-
ing Seaman H. T . F. Bates, of H.M.A.S. 'Parramatta, ' manned 
the after Breda 13.2 m.m. gun during the Actions of 24th. 
June, 1941, in the evacuation of Crete. H e opposed a cool 
and steady fire to all targets coming within range, although 
his position in the ship was somewhat isolated. I personally 
saw fire from his weapon entering enemy aircraft on two, occa-
sions, and one enemy flew out of the action close to the water, 
leaving a trail of smoke astern. In the sixth and intensive dive 
bombing attack on the 'Parramatta ' his Breda gun went out 
of action. Bates immediately went to the aid of the crew of 
the Medical Officer's Vickers gun, thereby relieving a S.B. 
rating for assistance of wounded f rom H.M.S. 'Auckland' who 
were being taken f rom the water. His bearing throughout 
was one of cheerfulness and confidence, and he set an inspir-
ing example." , 

Stoker Henry Charles Fox, R.A.N.R. , entered the Navy 
at Williamstown in October, 1940. H e was awarded a Men-
tion in Despatches in January, 1942, "For outstanding gallan-
try, fortitude and resolution in the Battle of Crete." 

,Of him the Recommendation for the Award tells how 
he was "a volunteer member of the ship's whaler cr^w which 
went to the assistance of officers and men from H.M.S.-
'Auckland' in the water, although he knew it was likely tha t 
the boat would be subjected to bombing and machine gun-
ning. The latter actually took place, but Stoker Fox carried 
out rescue work with cool courage, often taking to the water 
in which bombs were falling to drag exhausted men to his 
boat. O n return to the ship, he resumed his watchkeeping 
and preserved a steady bearing thenceforward. W h e n off 
watch he assisted to tend the wounded and survivors on 
board." 
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T»a Navy 

Federa l Council 

T TIS Excellency the Governor-
General officially opened 

the Ninth Federal Triennial Con-
ference of Interstate Delegates of 
the Association in the "Cowrie" 
Services Hut, Manuka, Canberra, 
A.C.T., on Saturday, 21st Janu-
ary, 1950. Invitations were sent 

to the Prime Minister, Ministers 
for the Navy, Interior and Re-
patriation, Dr. L. W . Nott, the 
new member for the Capital Ter-
ritory; Sir Eric Millhousc, K.B., 
K.C., Federal President of the 
R.S.S. 6? A.I.L.; and the Federal 
Presidents of the Australian 
Legion of ex-Servicemen & Wo-
men, and Air Force Association. 
Other guests invited were Lieut -
Colonel J. L. Trcloar, of the Aus-
tralian War Memorial, Captain 
R. C. Garcia, Mr. R. R. Gordon, 
General Secretary of the Services 
Canteens Trustees; Mr. L. J. 
Ivey, Past President of A.C.T. 
Scction; Commander McLachlan, 

C . / 0 . of H.M.A.S "Human , ' ' 
and Mr. H. K. Joyce, President 
of the A.C.T. Branch of the 
R.S.L. The President of the 
A.C.T. Section (Mr. N. V. 
Kearsley) and fellow members en-
tertained the visiting delegates at 
the Section's monthly meeting, 
which was held in the "Gowrie" 
Hut on the previous evening. A 
picnic party was also arranged for 
the Sunday and a visit was made 
to the "Cotter" Dam. 

In response to tiic invitation 
sent to Federal Council by the 
Prime Minister, the Association 
chose the Federal President to be 
its representative at the opening 
of the Australian Citizenship 
Convention, held at Canberra on 
Monday, 23rd January. The 
Convention dealt with many and 
varied matte, rs affecting immi-
grants and their ultimate settle-
ment in Australia. The ex-Naval 
Men's Association has obtained 
many new members from ex-
Royal Naval personnel who have 
migrated to this country; there 
i6 no difficulty in obtaining em-

ployment for these men, but our 
biggest problem is in providing 
suitable and reasonable priced ac-
commodation. W c trust tjiat the 
New Year will see a very great 
extension in the building of 
homes for our ex-Servicemen and 
for the migrants who we desire 
should become Australians. 

I N T E R S T A T E A N D 

S U B - S E C T I O N T R A N S F E R S . 

Transfers of the following 
members have taken place since 
the January issue of "The Navy": 
Messrs. C. H. Choake, T. M. 
Moore, A. Brumm and J. W . 
Dartnell from Melbourne S-S. to 
North-Eastern Sub-Section; Mr. 
A. N. Hands now transferred to 
Sandringham Sub-Section. Messrs 
C. Erickson and A. K. Mudie 
from Sydney S-S. to Canterbury-
Bankstown, and J. J. Power to 
St. George Sub-Section. Mr. W . 
J. Reside of Perth S-S. has now 
transferred to Victoria Park 
(W.A.) Sub-Section. 

G.W.S. 

February, 1990. 

Fatraa-la-Ctlef Hit Majesty Tie Kleg 



DIFFICULT JOURNEY 
By JAMES HILL. 

HE flung the corked-line away 
from him and, turning 

slightly, spat into the sea. This 
was more than any fisherman 
should be asked to put up with 
—a squall in Melbourne over the 
scarcity of fish, and here he sat 
mendift' busted cray-pots, and re-
corkin' old lines. And not a 
durn man could be find in the 
whole b^y who'd help him get 
out there where the lean, hungry 
'coutta were just waiting to be 
caught. 

He should be, he reflected sav-
agely, out off Cape Woolamai, 
flipping 'coutta into the heaving 
well-deck, and with the sound of 
wind and slapping water about 
his ears. But no—all he could do 
was potter about his moored, 
trim craft, doing all manner of 
odd jobs, and dodging out there 
only wher. the weather was fine. 
And what else could an old man 
do without an active mate? 

Even Winnie, his only grand-
child, had let him down. Arriv-
ing unexpectedly, and asking if 
she could stay and keep house for 
him. He had heard that she was 
courtin' a young and likely fish-
erman, and he'd hoped eventually 
to have him become his mate. In-
tending later on, and when they 
married, to make them a wedding 
present of his fishing boat and 
gear. But not a word had she 
said about him, but went about 
dry-eyed and as close-lipped as 
an oyster. 

He'd soon have to do some-
thing about that. He couldn't 
have her moping about his old 
house, never once wanting to. go 
to the local dance—but working 
away making his home so slick 
apd shiney that he felt ashamed 
to dodge about in his old, sea-
farin* clothes. An irritant oath 
welled up within him but stayed 
unspoken as the quiet voice of 
enquiry reached down to him. 

"Are you Anderson? Mister 
Sol Anderson?" 

Sol's eyes swept upwards, over 
the grey, warped jetty. "I am," 
he replied, taking full note of the 
stranger's tanned leanness. 

"I'm told that you could dcr 
with a mate," the stranger con-
tinued. 

Sol's mounting temper disap-
peared magically. A fleeting 
smile touched his lips. "You 
heard right, • mister. Step right 
aboard!" 

"Of course," he added, warm-
ing to the stranger's smile, 
"You'd be a fisherman. There'd 
be no sense jn hirin' a greenhorn. 
Where 'd fish last?" 

It seemed to Sol that an hour 
passed before he replied. It was 
a long moment of uncertainty— 
of strange indecision. The warm 
smile also disappeared, giving 
way to an- anxious trbubled 
movement of his lips. His reply 
stumbled out, uncomfortably. 

"I 'd rather you didn't ask too 
many questions," he said slowly. 
"I've done some fishing, and 
here's my credentials." 

Sol glanced at his outstretched 
hands, noting the calloused 
palms, and the short, powerful 
fingers. "I got them callouses 
woodchoppin' ntar Bungeree," 
he volunteered, hesitantly. 

Sol met the stranger's troubl-
ed eyes. "So I can see," he said 
quietly. "You sure swung the 
axe." 

But, he thought, those hands— 
those almost salt encrusted, hard-
ened hands, belonged to a man 
of the sea; and flathead sore* 
left marks which wasn't won 
from messmate 4trees. 

"You'll do," he decided sud-
denly. "Any man with hands 
like that will do me. W h a t do I 
call you? Jack or—what?" 

The smile came back instant-
ly, tucking in the corners of his 

lip* in a manner Sol liked to tee. 
"Thanks. Jack will do, Mister 
Anderson—just Jack Lee." 

Late that afternoon, Jack Lee 
made his first mistake. His quiet 
query hit Sol with hurricane 
force. 

"Where 's the jig-sticks, Sol?" 
"Jig-sticks!" echoed Sol, unpre-

pared for this sudden revelation. 
"Oh—we don't use 'em." 

And Tasmania, thought Sol; 
that tight, neat little island where 
his grandchild came from, was 
his home too. No one in this 
bay, or maybe anywhere on the 
mainland, ever used jig-sticks. 

" W e use white cow-hide 
strips," Sol added. "The 'coutta 
about here bite better on that. 
Anyway, it's smoke-o, and come 
and get your tea. We'll be busy 
tonight." 

They ate quietly. Sol watch-
iag him stowing away his food, 
and wondering just why he chose 
the name of Jack Lee, from— 
well, obviously Tasmania. 

" W e haven't used jig-sticks for 
years," volunteered Sol hopefully. 
Given a lead he might say more 
about himself, and right then Sol 
was :hinking, perhaps wistfully, 
of his grandchild, Winnie. "Most 
of the 'coutta about here have 
to be surfaced. They feed on the 
bottom, that is until we fetch 'em 
up to the surface snappin' mad at 
the whitebait and cow-hide 
strips. I l l show you tonight. 
You'll soon cotton on." 

And after eating they cleared 
away, and lay down to rest. 

"I'll get a billy goin' about 
eleven," said Sol. "Turn in now 
and get some rest, and I'll call 
you when the tea's made." 

At midnight they left the jetty; 
steering straight for Cape Wool-
amai. A full, unobscured moon 
silvered the wide, heaving bay; 
and occasionally the wind-borne 
noise of a late goods-train pass-
ing Anderson was heard above 
the sound of slapping waves and 
diesel engine. 

Sol left him at the wheel whilst 
he busied about making ready his 
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fishing line*. When he came 
back he glanced earnestly across 
the shining, restless water. "Give 
her a couple of spokes to the 
south'ard, Jack, and then I'll lash 
the wheel. W e might get a point 
or two off course, but we'll watch 
for that as I explain these lead-
lines." 

Jack Lee moved as Sol made 
fast the slightly kicking wheel. 

"These lead-lines," explained 
Sol, straightening up, "Will be 
baited and down just off the 
bottom. I'll do that, and as soon 
as I hook a 'coutta go hard about 
and then snub the wheel down. 
After tbat let fly all this box of 
whitebait. That is—a few hand-
ful's at a time. Then nip aft and 
join me, I'll have your lines 
ready." 

The first grey fingers of dawn 
reached up from behind the sea 
as Sol let fly the lead-lines. There 
was no hitch—as Sol hauled the 
hooked 'coutta to the surface the 
shoal followed, and minutes after-
wards the second lean-bellied 
'coutta snapped at the moving 
white cow-hide strip to taste the 
barbed hook. It was still thresh-
ing about the well-ckck when 
Jack spoke. 

"You've tumbled, I suppose, to 
the fact that I'm from Tassy." 

Sol jerked at a tugging left-
hand line. "Couldn't miss," he 
answered quietly, jerking another 
'coutta inboard. "The jig-sticks 
gave you away." 

For the next hour they fished 
industriously, sweeping continu-
ously around in a wide circle, 
constantly throwing a few hand 
fulls of whitebait to the hungry, 
snapping shoal, and expertly 
hooking and un-hooking the 
vicious-looking 'coutta. As they 
worked silently, the grey, light of 
dawn gave way to daytime bright-
ness, and from behind a cloud 
roseate fingers marked the path 
of the rising sun. 

Occasionally Sol glanced at his 
new mate, watching him appreci-
atively. He stood braced against 
the counter, and with an accuracy 
equalling Sol's he kept his lines 
sweeping inboard and out again. 
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Sol stopped to unhook a trouble-
some 'coutta. "Durn this fish!" 
he ejaculated. "Some of 'em get 
the durn hook clean down to their 
gills. In a way they remind me 
of an unhappy person. They've 
got something stuck in their 
throats they can't get out." 

Jack weighed up Sol's shrewd 
hint, as he let his line sweep 
astern again. 

"You're wondering, Sol, what's 
wrong with me." 

Sol faced him, ignoring the tug-
ging, fighting line. "I am," he 
admitted candidly. "Seems to 
me that you're bottling up some-
thing which isn't doing you any 
good. W h y don't you open up 
and tjell me?" 

"You might," he added, quick-
ly noting Jack's wavering indeci-
sion, "feel better, and not a durn 
word will escape me." 

Again Jack's quiet voicc hit 
- Sol with hurricane force. "I 'm 

just out of jail." he said bluntly. 
"Three months for assault and 
grievous bodily harm." 

This jolted Sol. There was all 
the bitterness in the world be-
hind Jack's brittle admission. 

"My real name's Jack Leeson," 
he added slowly. "I fought a 
fellow over a girl, and he fell 
and got badly injured." 

Sol pulled in both lines deliber-
ately. Coiling them neatly, fight-
ing hard to control his growing 
smile, and then reaching for his 
pipe. 

"Sit and have a spell," he ad-
vised. "You've had a tuugh trot. 
W a s she worth it?" 

"I think so," came the quiet 
reply. "But I haven't seen her 
since, so I can't truthfully answer 
that question." 

Sol watched him pulling in his 
line. He'd make a fine mate. On 
his own admission he'd fought 
for something he valued. 

"You," hazarded Sol, "feel a 
bit ashamed, I suppose, hut you'll 
get over that and go back to her, 
won't you?" 

Jack diopped the wet line. " I 
went back," he said simply. "But 
she wasn't there." 

"Oh! She wasn't very true 
then," commented Sol* 

Jack cupped his hands about 
his cigarette. Slowly exhaling he 
disagreed with Sol. "I wouldn't 
say that. Her family—the moth-
er, at least—was against her 
marrying a fisherman. Funny that, 
because they are fishermen too. 
Perhaps that's why she left." 

"Could be," agreed Sol, think-
ing back through his long years. 
Folks and families, he'd found, 
had unexplainable habits. Faults 
the parents made were often un-
forgivable in their children. Not 
enough latitude did they allow 
their offspring, and many a 
mother's thoughts on marriage 
were inextricably wrapped around 
her own. 

"But," persisted Sol. "You 
wrote to her didn't you?" 

Jack sat down beside Sol. "No, 
I didn't. She wrote once—and I 
didn't answer. I knew her moth-
er was against me, and well—this 
jail sentence made it worse. I 
felt that it wasn't fair to ask her 
to stick to me." 

Sol reached out, and his hard 
hand capped Jack's knee. It 
seemed only yesterday since he 
witnessed his < daughter's great 
struggle some thirty years ago. 
He'd watchcd her fight the des-
perate battle of love against her 
man's occupation. And love won, 
for despite her deep hatred of the 
sea— ' er knowledge of those long 
anxious hours of waiting for her 
husband's return—she had mar-
ried a fisherman. 

"It appears to me, young 
fellow, that you're to blame," 
commented Sol. "If you wouldn't 
write—well, what would any girl 
think? And there's one more 
question—you're sure you love 
her? I know—it's a daft question 
to ask a fisherman, because we 
don't like discussing our affairs." 

Jack was quietly cmphatic on 
that point. "Of that I'm certain, 
Sol. In this last three months I've 
known what it means to be away 
from her." 

"Then," said Sol, allowing his 
lips to weather a knowing, hop-

ing smile, "You and I will find 
her. I've got an idea that I know 
this family well. Y'see, my 
daughter was a cold, proud wo-
man . . . and this girl's name . . . 
could it be Winnie?" 

Sol ignored Jack's gasp of sur-
prise. He felt incalculably better, 
somehow now he felt assured of a 
mate. His daughter, he knew, 
had a narrow outlook about men 
and men's mistakes. It was un-
derstandable—she was fighting 
again the same battle—fighting as 
only a mother would for her 
daughter's happiness. And this 
time it was up to him, as a father 
and grandfather, to help in deci-
sion. 

He got up suddenly and mov-
ed aft. "Well ," he barked at 
Jack. "Cet crackin'. Break out 
the main'scl! Let fly the stay-sel! 
Slap on every inch of canvas 
you can, and I don't care if we 
pull the sticks clean out of her. 
Com'mon. I'm in a hurry to get 
home." 

"But—but the fishin'," ejacu-
lated Jack. 

"Blow the fishin'," roared Sol, 
reaching down and opening full 
the engine throttle. "Give her 
every inch of sail you can! You 
and I have got a date for morn-
ing tea. With Winnie!" 

THE R.A.N. SICK BERTH STAFF 
Continued from peg* 31 

tions were given for devotion to 
duty in the cause of saving life. 

TJic future Sick Berth rating 
has not only this record to be 
proud of and live up to, but has 
something else much older. By 
this I refer to the Nursing Code, 
which is as follows: 

"He who elects to take up a 
nursing career should realise the 
moral, mental and physical qual-
ities requisite in the practice of 
this interesting, but arduous pro-
fession. He hence should re-
member, that those upon whom 
others depend must themselves 
be well disciplined and trust-
worthy. In addition he should 
possess a strong constitution, a 
well groomed appearance, tem-
perate habits and a high standard 
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of personal hygiene, together 
with:— 

1. Loyalty and respect. 
2. Implicit obedience and faith-

ful performance of orders. 
3. Capacity to give accurate 

and concise reports, of 
changes in the patient's con-
dition. 

4. Willingness to admit im-
mediately any errors com-
mitted. 

5. Zeal in assistance in bring-
ing about the recovery of a 
patient. 

"Let each do well what each knows 
beat, 

Noth ing refused and nothing shirk-
ed, 

Since none is master of the refer, 
But all are servants of the work." 

THE ATLANTIC ICE PATROL 
Continued from page 19 

accurately checked. A record is 
kept of all aircraft flying over or 
near each weather station, so that 
their approximate positions will 
be known in the event of any 
emergency. When all of the 13 
proposed stations are fully 
manned and equipped, no air-
plane flying across the Atlantic 
Ocean will ever be more than 
two hours' flying time from a 
source iff rescue. 

At United States Coast Guard 
Eastern Area Headquarters in 
New York City, the location of 
every vessel in the North At-
lantic area is plotted on a huge 
wall map. The direction in which 
the ships are travelling is also in-
dicated. Should a distress call be 
received, the position of the 
stricken ship can be accurately 
determined and aid sent immcdi 
ately. All other ships in the area 
arc notified by radio, and those 
with rescue equipment arc order-
ed to the scene of disaster. Us-
ing information from this map, 
airliners receive daily reports of 
all ships along the rotlfcs follow-
ed by their aircraft, so that the 

Cilot of a transoceanic airplane 
nows in advance the approxi-

• mate locations of all ships along 
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hi* course, should i t be necessary 
to make a forced landing at sta. 

Every year, the United States 
Coast Guard participates in the 
International Ice Patrol along the 
shipping lanes of the North At-
lantic Ocean. Coast Guard planes 
and ships, based at Argentia, 
Newfoundland, search out and 
report positions of icebergs and 
ice packs that might endanger 
navigation. Wherever possible, 
these hazards are destroyed. 
W h e n this is not possible, their 
locations are accurately mapped, 
and regular reports issued to all 
shipping companies using the 
Great Circle Route between 
North America and Europe. Al-
most all commercial broadcasting 
stops during the transmission of 
these reports. Since the start of 
the Ice Patrol in 1914, excluding 
a short period during World W a r 
II. when the service was tempor-
arily suspended, no t ' one life has 
been lost at sea because a ship 
hit an iceberg. 

As warmer weather approaches 
and the iceberg menace dim-
inishes, the Coast Guard begins 
to survey icebergs and ice condi-
tions at their sources. Airplanes 
with photographic equipment are 
being used extensively in this op-
eration. Flying at an altitude of 
two miles, the aircraft arc able 
to view many bays and glacier 
areas inaccessible to surface craft. 
The survey is centered around 
Baffin Bay, to the west of Green-
land, where the majority of ice-
bergs originate. Through these 
surveys, the Coast Guard plans to 
forecast every year the number of 
iccbcrgs that will invade the 
shipping lanes in each of the 
three succeeding years. Sea and 
air units of the Coast Guard co-
operate closely in these surveys, 
one of the ships acting as weather 
station and radio beacon in the 
centre of Baffin Bay. 

The work of the United States 
Coast Guard is never done In 
addition to its special missions, it 
has countless "routine" duties. 
More than 35,000 aids to naviga-
tion along the coasts of the Unit-
ed States—including lighthouses, 

buoys, warning devices, and light-
ships—are serviced. Representa-
tives of the Coast Guard partici-
pate in international conference* 
dealing with maritime affairs. 
Customs regulations and import 
laws must be enforced, and ships' 
equipment must be inspected. 
Day in and day out, the United 
States Coast Guard is at work— 
helping to make the seas safer 
for the commerce of all nations. 
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Answers to Nautical Quiz 

(1) The Echo sounding does 
not bring to the surface a 
sample of the sea's bed, as 
does the "arming" in the 
base of a deep sea lead. 

(2) The common lead line is 
marked with calico, cloth, 
and bunting in order that 
the difference might be felt 
when too dark to see, and 

' the marks thus be recog-
nised. 

(3) According to Captain W . 
B. Whall, in "Todd and 
Whall's S e a i n a n s h i p": 
"More seaman have lost 
their lives in stowing the 
jib than in stowing all the 
rest of a ship's sails put to-
gether; and often has life 
been sacrificed in stowing 
this sail when really there 
was no necessity for doing 
so. 

(4) The German name for the 
"snort" is "Schnorkel." It 
is a hollow tube whose 
function is to provide pas-
sage for fresh air into the 
submarine and for exhaust 
gases and stale air from the 
vessel, thus allowing it to 
remain submerged for long 
periods. 

( I ) The "Monarch of Bermuda" 
will become the "New Aus-
tralia." 

(6) The Master of the "Wara-
tah," lost without a trace 
on passage from Durban to 
Cape Town, was Captain 
Ilbery; Captain Fryatt, 
who was Master of the 
"Brussels," was shot by the 
Germans when captured 
during the 1914-18 war, 
because he had previously 
fought German submarines 
when attacked by them; 
the best-known Master of 
the famous clipper "Cutty 
Sark," was Captain Wood-

get; Captain Kendall, when 
Master of the "Montrose", 
sent the wireless message 
which led to the arrest of 
Crippen; the Master of 
the "Titanic" on her ill-
fated maiden voyage, was 
Captain Smith. 

(7) The "C.J.S." got her name 
from the initials of . her 
owners, Charles Jacobs and 
Sons. 

(8) The "Queen Mary" made 
six wartime voyages to 
Australia. 

(9) The Brothers are in the 
Red Sea; The Mother, and 
North and South Daughter, 
are mountains overlooking 
Simpsort Harbour, Rabaul; 
The Seven Sisters are a line 
of chalk cliffs on the South 
coast of England; Father 
Point is just below Rimou-
ski, on the South bank of 
the river in the estuary of 
the St. Lawrence. 

(10) H.M.S. "Prince of Wales," 
sunk by Japanese air attack 
off Malaya, 10th. Decemb-
er, 1941. 
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-Ask for Stamina 
Self-Supporting TROUSERS 

E V E R Y W E A R E V E R Y W H E R E 

N H I S a u t o b i o g r a p h y N E L S O N wro te "d i f f i cu l t i e s and dange r s d o bu t 
increase my desire of a t t e m p t i n g t h e m . " . . . T h i s son of a c l e rgyman , 

by his personal courage and perseverance , rose to t h e very p innac le 

C L O T H E S 

Cfr u o a S c v ^ l o t h 

and 
of naval f a m e H e is cons idered to be t h e greatest sailor of all t ime His 

m e n loved h i m for h e t rea ted t h e m as m e n . Fight ing fearlessly fo r Eng land , 
he lost h is r ight eye, la ter his r ight a r m , hut n o t h i n g cou ld d a u n t h im 

F r o m b o y h o o d he e n j o y e d on lv indi f ferent hea l th At 
T ra fa lga r he f inally c ru shed t h e sea-power of his c o u n t r y ' s enemies , 

b u t was mor t a l l y w o u n d e d in t h e h o u r of v ic tory . . . . T h e 
secret of h is amaz ing s t amina was his u t te r devo t i on to d u t y . 

M E N O F 
STAMINA 

LORD NELSON 
1758-1805 
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Whyalla - Australia's 
Progressive Shipyard 

" I N D U S T R I A L expansion at Whyalla, S.A., is dearly illustrated in this 
aerial photograph showing the Broken Hill Proprietary's shipyard and 

blast furnace plant (on le f t ) . T h e photograph was taken prior to the 
launching of the s.s. " I ron Yampi" (seen in the centre foreground) on 
September 1, 1947. Four ships of this 12,500-ton ore-carrying type will 
be built. T h e yard has completed sixteen vessels to date. For ambitious 
and enterprising young Australians, splendid opportunities for remuner-
ative employment exist at Whyalla. 

R - A - L - M 

THE SYNTHETIC FINISH 
Superadd** Enamsli & Varni<h«f 

DULUX" The durable finish 
for all types of marine craft 

"Dulux" is the long wearing and durable 
synthetic finish, particularly suitable for all 
wood and metal surfaces. The extra durability 
and toughness of "Dulux" are largely due to 
the "Dulux" film. This gives extra wear and 
resistance to damage, "Dulux" will not flake or 
chip and is highly resistant to moisture. 
"Dulux" does not brittle like ordinary finishes, 
flows on easily, dries quickly and is easy to 
keep clean. 

It is regretted that "Dulux" is in short supply 
at present due tQ vital raw materials being 
unobtainable. 

A Product of British Australian Lead Manufac-
turers Pty. Ltd., Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide. 

Tito Navy 

m NAVYF0R NEXT M0NTH 

FROM the material we have in hand it looks as though the 
April issue of "The Navy" will be a good one, with a 

wide variety of subject matter to suit a variety of tastes. 
Among the articles in hand for April and forthcoming issues 

DIRTY BUT HAPPY DAYS 

In which a contributor whose work has been read in 
previous issues of "The Navy"—Captain H. V. Warner— 
tells of life in the forecastle of a North Sea Collier. 

THE OVERLAND ROUTE 

This year is the hundredth anniversary, of the death of 
the pioneer of the Overland Route which did so much to 
shorten the distance between East and West before the days 
of the Suez Canal. Lieutenant Thomas Waghorn, R.N., who 
blazed the modern Red Sea Route, died on 7th. January, 
1850, and an article in the forthcoming issue of "The Navy" 
tells something of him and his work. 

R.M.S. "STRATHNAVER" 

In our series of articles on Merchant Ships which are 
either new to the Australian trade or are returning to it 
after war service, R.M.S. "Strathnaver"—whose pre-war 
three funnels have been reduced to a post-war one—makes 
her appearance; and an article on her will be published in 
the April issue. 

THE INTER SERVICE SPORTS 

The Inter-Service Sports will take place at the end of 
this month in Sydney, and in the forthcoming issue of "The 
Navy" we hope to give you a good cover, both in picture 
and story, of the events in which representatives of the Navy, 
Army and Air Force will take part. 

GENERAL 

And all the usual features: Anniversaries of the Month. 
—the final series; What the Navy is Doing; Fiction; Mari-
time and Naval News of the World; and the latest from the 
Navy League and Ex-Naval Men's Association. 

ORDER YOUR APRIL ISSUE OF "THE NAVY" N O W ! 

M . V . " D U N T R O O N " — 1 0 . 5 0 0 t o o . 
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AND ENGINEERING 
COY. PTY. LTD. 

S H I P R E P A I R E R S , E T C 

Works: 

Williamstown, Victoria. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

" N " CLASS DESTROYERS 32.25 knots. "Caledon" Class, 
Sir, Three ships—"Caledon," "Cal-

Could you please inform me of ypso". "Caradoc"; 4,180 tons; 
the armament, speed and tonnage five 6-inch, two 3-inch guns; 
and fates of our " N " Class de- eight 21-inch torpedo tubes; 29 
stroyers "Napier," "Nixam," knots. "Capetown" Class, Four 
"Norman," "Nepal," and "Nes- ships—"Capetown," "Colombo," 
tor"? Could you also let me have "Ceres," "Cardiff"; 4,200 tons; 
a list giving tonnage, armament five 6-inch, two 3-inch guns; eight 
and speed of the cruisers of Brit- 21-inch torpedo tubes; 29 knots, 
ain and the Dominions? "Carlisle" Class, Four ships— 

Yours, etc., "Carlisle," "Cairo," "Curacao," 
David Wildon, "Calcutta"; 4,200 tons; eight 4-
2 Brent Street, inch AJA., onfe multiple pom 
Rozelle, p o m 2 9 knots. "Coventry" 
N.S.W. Class, Two ships—"Coventry," 

The five destroyers of the " N " "Curlew"; 4,290 tons; ten 4-
Class which were made available inch A.A.; 1 multiple pom pom; 
for manning by the Royal Aus- 29 knots. "Dido" Class, Twelve 
tralian Navy and were classed as ships — " Dido ", " Euryalus," 
H.M.A.S. Ships during the war "Naiad", "Cleopatra," "Bonaven-
were of the following partial- ture," "Hermione," "Charybdis," 
lars: Displacement, 1,690 tons; "Sirius," "Argonaut," "Spartan", 
Complement, 183; Length, 348 "Phoebe", "Scylla"; 5,450 tons; 
feet; Breadth, 35 feet ; Draft, 9 ten 5.25-inch guns; six 21-inch 
feet; Guns, six 4.7-inch, one 4- torpedo tubes; 32 knots. "Dido" 
inch A.A., six smaller; Torpedo Class, later ships, Four ships— 
Tubes, five 21-inch; Speed, 36 "Bellona", "Diadem", "Black 
Knots. H.M.A.S. "Nestor," Com- Prince", "Royalist"; 5,770 tons; 
mander A. S. Rosenthal, D.S.O. eight 5.25-inch guns; six 21-inch 
and Bar, R.A.N., was sunk by torpedo tubes; 33 knots. "Dor-
bombs during an enemy air at- setshire" Class. Two ships— 
tack in the Eastern Mediterran- "Dorsetshire", "Norfolk"; 9,975 
ean on 15th. June, 1942, while tons; eight 8-inch, eight 4-inch 
on Malta convoy operations. The guns; eight 21-inch torpedo 
remaining four ships survived the tubes; 32.25 knots. "Dauntless" 
war, and subsequent to it were Class, Eight ships—"Dauntless", 
returned to Admiralty. "Despatch", "D>unedin", "Dur-

Your second request is a bit of ban", "Delhi", "Danae", "Dio-
a contract. Space does not per- mede", "Dragon"; 4,850 tons; 
mit it being answered in full; six 6-inch, three 4-inch guns; 
but following are the Classes and twelve 21-inch torpedo tubes; 29 
Numbers in each class of British knots. "Edinburgh" Class, Two 
and Dominions cruisers during ships—"Edinburgh", "Belfast"; 
the war, which may be of help 10,000 tons; twelve 6-inch, 
to you. Particulars are given in twelve 4-inch guns; six 21-inch 
the following order: Tonnage, torpedo tubes; 32.5 knots. "Em-
Main Armament, Speed. "Ad- erald" Class, Two ships—"Em-
elaide," 1 ship; 5,100 tons; eight erald", "Enterprise"; 7,550 tons; 
6-inch, three 4-inch guns; 25$ seven 6-inch, five 4-inch guns; 
knots. "Arethusa" Class, Four sixteen 21-inch torpedo tubes; 32 
ships: "Arethusa," "Galatea," knots. "Exeter", 1 ship; 8,390 
"Penelope," "Aurora"; 5.270 tons; six 8-inch, eight 4-inch 
tons;_ six 6-inch, eight 4-inch guns; six 21-inch torpedo tubes; 
guns; , six 21-inch torpedo tubes; 32 knots. "Fiji" Class, Eight ships 

Mwdi, I M 0 I 
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PTY. LTD. 

GENERAL WIREWORKERS 
Manufacturers of . . . 

"PREMIER" Wire Kitchen Utensils 
GUARANTEED AND RELIABLE. 

2 CHAPEL STREET, RICHMOND, VICTORIA 

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITORS 

—"Fiji", "Gambia", "Bermuda", 
"Jamaica", "Mauritius", "Trini-
dad", "Kenya", "Nigeria"; 8,000 
tons; twelve 6-inch, eight 4-inch 
guns; six 21-inch torpedo tubes; 
3 J knots. "Hawkins" Class, 
Three ships, "Hawkins", "Fro-
bisher", "Effingham"; 9,860 tons; 
seven 7.5-inch, four 4-inch guns; 
four 21-inch torpedo tubes; 30 
knots. "Kent" Class, Seven ships 
—"Kent", "Berwick", "Cumber-
land", "Australia", "Canberra", 
"Cornwall", "Suffolk"; 10,000 
tons; eight 8-inch, eight 4-inch 
guns; 31.5 knots. "Leander" 
Class, Eight ships—"Leander", 
"Sydney", "Neptune", "Ajax", 
"Orion", "Hobart", "Achilles", 
"Per th" ; 7,270 tons; eight 6-
inch, eight 4-inch guns; eight 21 
inch torpedo tubes; 32.5 knots. 
"London" Class, Four ships— 
"London", "Devonshire", "Sus-
sex", "Shropshire"; 9,850 tons; 
eight 8-inch, eight 4-inch guns; 
eight 21-inch torpedo tubes; 32.25 
knots. "Southampton" Class, 
Eight ships — " Southampton ", 
"Gloucester", "Glasgow", "Birm-
ingham", "Sheffield", "Manches-
ter",. "Newcastle", "Liverpool"; 
9,100 tons; twelve 6-inch, eight 
4-inch guns; six 21-inch torpedo 
tubes; 32 knots. "Swiftsure", 
One ship; 8,000 tons; nine 6-
inch, ten 4-inch guns; six 21-
inch torpedo tubes; 31.5 knots. 
"Uganda" Class, Three ships— 
" Uganda ",• " Newfoundland ", 
"Ceylon"; 8,000 tons; nine 6-
inch, eight 4-inch guns; six 21-
inch torpedo tubes; 31.5 knots. 
"York," One ship; 8,250 tons; 
six 8-inch, eight 4-inch guns; six 
21-inch torpedo tubes; 32.25 
knots. 

Ed., "The Navy". 
SIGNAL FLAGS. 

Sir, 
I would like to ask a question 

in relation to signal flags. I have 
watched with interest many 
merchant ships leaving Port Jack-

Tk. Navy 

son and I have noticed that when 
the ships are leaving they fly the 
Pilot Aboard flag ( H in the In-
ternational Code) and next to it 
they fly the Numeral Pendant No. 
1. Wha t is the reason for their 
flying the Pendant? I notice that 
some fly the Pendant only, and 
not the Pilot Flag. Would you 
please answer through your ex-
cellent journal? 

Yours, etc., 
Eric Jehan, 
Minto, N.S.W. 

Thank you for your letter. The 
Pendant is to indicate the channel 
by which the vessel is leaving the 
harbour. When flown without 
the Pilot Flag it indicates that no 
pilot is on board, the vessel's 
master being exempt from pilot-
age. 

Ed., "The Navy". 
T H E N A V Y LEAGUE 

Sir, 
I am fifteen years of age and 

hope to join the Navy in the near 
future. Wi th this in view, I 
would be grateful if you would 
send me particulars as to how I 
may join the Navy League, also 
the address of the nearest branch 
to the above address. Since my 
arrival here from England in 
August, 1948, I have been a reg-
ular reader of "The Navy," which 
I think is a very fine publication. 

Yours, etc., 
C. Arthur Meill, 

The Crescent, 
Vaucluse, Sydney. 

Thank you for your letter, and 
for your pleasant remarks. If you 
write, or telephone, to the Secre-
tary of the Navy League, N.S.W. 
Branch, he will, I am sure, be 
happy to help you. T h e . Secre-
tary is Captain W . W . Beale, 
O.B.E., and the address is The 
Navy League (New South 
Wales Branch), Royal Exchange 
Building, Bridge Street, Sydney. 
Telephone BU 5808. Captain 
Beale would be able to tell you 
to whom to apply for entry into 
the Navy League Sea Cadets, 
should you wish to join, and the 
nearest Company to your home. 

Ed., "The Navy." 

M.rck, I960 
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THE ROOTS OF SEAPOWER 

A recent statement issued from the Office of the 
* * C h i e f of Naval Information, Admiralty, has 
in it an echo from the past. T h e statement is that 
"The First Lord of the Admiralty, Viscount Hall, 
met the President and the full Executive Commit-
tee of the Confederation of Shipbuilding and En-
gineering Unions on January 19th. to discuss the 
present situation in the shipbuilding and ship re-
pairing industries and the future prospects in these 
industries." T h e very full discussion of the prob-
lems facing the ship yards in this country over 
the last few months suggest that the post-war 
boom is coming to an end; that leeway has been 
made up in building up depleted merchant fleets, 
and that lean times may lie ahead. In "Maritime 
News of the W o r l d " in "The Navy" of January 
this year, it was remarked that during the calendar 
years 1946, 1947, and 1948, orders accepted by 
British shipbuilding firms totalled 1,516,000 tons, 
1,814,000 tons, and 1,345,000 tons respectively; 
but that at the end of 1948 orders in hand in 
British yards had fallen to 400,000 tons. Though 

many shipbuilders had orders on their books suf-
ficient to keep their yards satisfactorily employed 
for some eighteen months to two years, beyond 
that " the outlook is regarded as grievously un-
certain." 

There are a number of reasons for this falling 
off in orders and in prospects. As said above, 
much leeway has been made up in the restoration 
of depleted merchant fleets. In addition to that, 
shipbuilding is getting on its feet in other coun-
tries—Germany, for instance, has been under-
quoting British, and other Continental yards, in 
recent months. And no large-scale naval ship-
building is in progress or in view in Britain. 

The echo from the past lies in the resemblance 
between the picture of Union representatives of 
the shipbuilding industry calling on the First Lord, 
and leaders of industry calling on the Controller 
of the Navy, in similar circumstances, in the years 
after the 1914-18 war. Lord Chatficld tells of 
those earlier circumstances in his book "I t Might 
Happen Again." 

Ship building was at a low ebb, and the posi-
tion of the private industries that depended upon 
shipbuilding for their existence was unfortunate 
indeed. " I almost dreaded to hear the step of 
those leaders of industry on the staircase outside 
my room, coming to plead for my help. I had 
never aught but cold comfort for them. One 
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great firm after another went bankrupt , or near to 
i t ; vital plant was scrapped and lost to our de-
fence potential; other firms had to reconstruct 
and revalue their shares, bringing ruin to many 
people." 

Lord Chatfield, in his book, calls those great 
private firms, the dockyards, the shipbuilding in-
dustry, on whom in emergency our guns, our 
armour and our naval instruments depended, our 
highly skilled labour in vital factories, " the very 
roots on which the future life of the tree de-
pended." They zsz just as much roots today. And 
it is to be hoped that the lessons of the past have 
been learned sufficiently well to ensure that they 
will be nurtured as such. 

BERMUDA NAVAL BASE 

TH E fact that early in January a strong Admir-
alty delegation headed by the Parliamentary 

Secretary went to Bermuda to "discuss certain 
proposals affecting the future of the naval estab-
lishments in the Colony"—including the possibil-
ity of closing the naval dockyard there—is a sign 
of the times, and an example of the changes that 
time brings. Time was when the Wes t Indies 
Station was one of the most important in the 
British naval scene. Not only did the islands— 
and the bases they offered—lie athwart Spain's 
American empire, making them valuable indeed 
in the pattern of sea power, but later their own 
commerce was for a while one of the richest 
sources in British trade. " In 1800," says Lucy 
Horsfall in "Trade Winds , " " the trade with the 
Wes t Indies was still the most important of all 
colonial commerce, both because it was worth 
more than any other and because it conformed so 
strictly to the ideas of mercantilism. Most of the 
money made in the sugar trade was spent in 
Great Britain; the voyage was suitable for the 
training of seamen; the trade left a favourable 
balance in Britain's hands ; and was complement-
ary to the British system, producing what was 
needed at home, and consuming manufactures ex-
ported." 

The expression "Rich as a Wes t Indian" was 
current in England. George III., passing a hand-
some carriage with outriders in livery belonging 
to a Jamaica merchant, exclaimed, "Sugar ; sugar, 
eh?—all that sugar! How are the duties, eh Pitt, 
how are the duties?" 

But those days passed, and with them the im-
portance of the West Indies. Various factors con-
tributed. T h e rise of the southern dominions; the 
development of British trade with countries out-
side the bonds of Empire; the emergence of the 
United States of America; and last, but not least, 

the emancipation of trade—and of the King's 
Ships—-from the tyranny, beneficient and other-
wise, of the winds. If the decision to close the 
Bermuda dockyard—Britain's only naval base in 
the western Atlantic—is reached, there is, we are 
told, no intention of reducing the strength of the 
America and Wes t Indies Squadron; but it will 
be based in Britain instead of Bermuda. Tha t is 
a possibility which mechanical propulsion has 
brought with it. 

Because of that; because of the change in the 
strategical situation in the Western Atlantic; it 
would seem that Bermuda as a British naval base 
has outlived its importance, if not its usefulness. 
Indeed, Mr. Churchill put the matter fairly when, 
writing of the decision to offer the United States 
bases in the Wes t Indian islands and Bermuda, he 
wrote: " T h e strategic value of these islands count-
ed only against the United States. They were, in 
the old days, the stepping-stone by which America 
could be attacked from Europe or from England. 
Now, with air-power, it was all the more import-
ant for American safety that they should be in 
friendly hands, or in their own . . . it seemed to 
me and to my colleagues that it was 'an actual ad-
vantage to have these bases in American hands. 
I therefore did not look upon the question from 
any narrow British point of view." 

"DISTINGUISHED PUBUC SERVICE" 

ON the 16th. of last month Mr. A. R. 

Narikervis, formerly Secretary of the Depart-
ment of the Navy, retired af ter 38 years service 
in the Department, eleven of which were spent 
in the onerous office of Secretary. T o be Secre-
tary of a large and important Service Department 
is no sinecure. He who occupies the important 
post has duties—to the successive Ministers and 
the Governments they represent, and to the Ser-
vice itself—which might easily be in opposition, 
and which in their best fulfilment call for clear 
and courageous thinking and honesty of purpose. 
As its civil head, Mr. Nankervis steered his De-
partment through the trying days of the war with 
an unfailing exercise of those attributes. " T h e 
N a v y " wishes him, in his embarking on a well-
earned retirement, healthy, happy, and busy years 
ahead. 

'The Navy' 
is Your Guide 

to Naval Affairs * 

March, IW0 II 



The " D e l p h i c " on her trials; a picture il lustrating her fine lines a n d hand some profile. 

THE C A R G O LINER "DELPHIC" 
T i m e s H a v e C h a n g e d S i n c e K i p l i n g W r o t e ' T h e L ine r S h e ' s A L a d y " ; 
A s T h e " D e l p h i c " A n d O t h e r Br i t i sh M o d e m C a r g o C a r r i e r s S h o w . 

By R e u b e n R a n z o . 

DO you remember Captain 
MacWhir r in Conrad's "Ty-

phoon"? When the "Nan-Shan" 
was a new ship, and her builders 
wanted a Master to take her out 
to the China Coast for delivery to 
her owners, Messrs. Sigg and Son 
of Siam, the senior partner of the 
building firm sent for MacWhir r , 
and gave him the job. The two 
partners and MacWhir r went over 
the ship together, MacWhirr being 
told that they had recommended 
him to Sigg and Son, and that he 
would probably be kept in com-
mand when he delivered the ship. 

" 'You'll be able to boast of 
being in charge of the handiest 
boat of her size on the Coast of 
China, C a p t a i n ' " the junior part-
ner told him. 

" 'Thank'ee', mumbled vaguely 
MacWhirr , to whom the view of 
a distant eventuality could appeal 
no more than the beauty of a wide 
landscape to a purblind tourist; 
and his eyes happening to be at 
the moment at rest upon the lock 
of the cabin door, he walked up to 
it, full of purpose, and began to 
rattle the handle vigorously, while 
he observed, in his low, earnest 
voice, 'You can't trust the work-
men nowadays. A brand new lock, 
and it won't act at all. Stuck fast. 
See? See?' " 

The writer of these notes was 
reminded of Captain MacWhir r 
and his cabin door handle when 
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he was walking round Shaw Sa-
vill's new "Delphic" on her maiden 
voyage in Melbourne recently, and 
his guide, the ship's Master, Cap-
tain Robert Ireland, drew his at-
tention to the lock on the cabin 
door. "Just look at the fittings on 
her," he said, "Solid and good. 
There's not a shoddy thing in her." 
And in doing this, Captain Ire-
land sounded the right note for 
this newcomer to the United-
Kingdom-Australia trade. 

The "Delphic" maintains the 
high standard of the new ships 
that Britain is building, and is a 
fine example of a vessel built for 
cargo carrying only. A product of 
the yard of Hawthorn Leslie at 
Hebburn on Tyne, she is the latest 
word in cargo ships; 509 feet 6 
inches in length, of 65 feet 6 inches 
moulded breadth, she is of 10,691 
tons gross and 6,216 nett tonnage, 
and of 31 feet loaded draft . 

Equipped with six hatches, she 
is insulated in all except Number 
Six, and has a total insulated ca-
pacity of 11,004 tons at 40 cubic 
feet to the ton; and can load 
143,052 carcases of lamb at 13 
carcases to the cubic ton. 

She is, as the accompanying pho-
tographs show, a handsome ship. 
In the profile picture she is shown 
when on her trials as a light ship, 
so that something of the balance 
of her proportions as they appear 
when loaded is lost; but even so 

the agreeable run of her lines can 
be appreciated. From the picture 
of her launching something of the 
fineness of her entry can be seen. 
It is such that she is able to main-
tain a good service speed in head 
weather. 

"Running down the Indian 
Ocean from Guardafui to Fre-
mantle," said Captain Ireland, "we 
had head weather for days on end, 
and that usually slows a motor 
ship up considerably, but we kept 
a steady speed, and did the run 
out from the United Kingdom to 
Fremantle in 23 days and some 
odd hours. And she hasn't been 
full out yet." 

She has a nice clean profile. As 
originally designed she had a pair 
of Samson posts on the forecastle 
head, which were actually built 
into her—they can be seen loom-
ing over the bows in the launch-
ing picture. But these were -emov-
ed before she was finally completed, 
and their absence is certainly an 
improvement in appearance, be-
sides giving better visibility from 
tl>e bridge. 

She has the plain bridge front 
which is becoming familiar nowa-
days. One mast—the foremast— 
with the derricks for the forward 
holds, and with a heavy-lift der-
rick; the other holds being served 
by derricks on Samson posts, of 
which the ship has six pairs. The 
funnel is streamlined elliptical, 
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Tha " D e l p h i c " at her launching. Tha 
S a l m o n p o i t i on tha f o raca i t h a a d — 
— l a a n ovar tha b o w ! — w e r e removed 

before tha we i comple ted . 

and leads the eye along to the 
steps down to the ship's cruiser 
stern. 

The navigating bridge is com-
pletely enclosed, with wide-vision 
windows and ample mechanical 
"windscreen wiper" provision. 
Steering is both telemotor hand 
gear, and gyroscope automatic. 
Engine room telegraphs are elec-
tric. There are both visual and re-
corder echo-sounding equipment; 
and safety devices include a fire-
telltale on the bridge which re-
cords from every compartment in 
the ship, enabling instant action to 
he taken to choke the fire at its 
source. Provision is made for radar, 
hut the ship is not yet fitted, await-
ing a new type which was just 
coming out when she left on her 
maiden voyage. Of her four life-
boats, one is motor-powered. 

A twin-screw vessel, "Delphic" 
is powered by single acting Dtjj-
ford opposed piston motor engines, 
and can maintain a service speed 
of 17 knots on an average con-
sumption of 35 tons of diesel fuel. 

Accommodation throughout is 
first class, and would be an eye-
opener to the merchant sailor of 
only a decade ago. The Master 
and Chief Engineer have each un-

usually roomy dayrooms, bed-rooms—with beds, not bunks— 

and bathrooms. Officers' and en-
gineers' rooms keep to the standard 

• thus set; and the ship's cadets are 
each housed in single-berth rooms, 
with all the amenities including 
hot and cold running water. Petty 
officers have single berth rooms, 
and ratings are in double-berth 
rooms, similarly equipped. The 
Master, officers and engineers dine 
in the one dining saloon in the 
bridge structure; petty officers 
have their own mess room, and so 
have the ratings. In addition, of-
ficers, engineers, and ratings have 
large and completely equipped re-
creation rooms, with built-in wire-
less—which is also a feature of the 
Master's room and some others— 
and,, in the ratings' recreation 
room, facilities for playing darts, 
pingpong, and other games. 

Picture shows are held on board. 
Bathing facilities are excellent; and 
laundry facilities are provided for 
the crew, with Bendix washing, 
rinsing and drying machines. All 
auxiliaries—including cargo win-
ches—are electric; and the ship 
has an electric galley, fully equip-
ped with electric mixing machines 
etc. The ship—including the na-

vigating bridge—is air-conditioned. 
"Delphic's" Master, Captain 

Robert Goodman Ireland, is justly 
proud of his latest command. A 
Scotsman, hailing originally from 
Wick tn Caithness, he served his 
time in the Moor Line of tramp 
steamers. Later joining Milburn's 
of Newcastle, he attained to com-
mand in that Company at the 
early age of 27 years. He has 
been with Shaw Savill's for 32 
years, having joined the Company 
as an officer in 1918, and is now 
one of the senior Masters. 

The ship's Chief Engineer is 
also, as his name implies, a Scot, 
and another Robert—Robert Mc-
Alister McCallum. Commenting 
on the fact that a coal-burner of 
the size of "Delphic" would have 
had a stokehold crowd of round 
about 30, he remarked that the 
"Delphic" can maintain an aver-
age of 17 knots with a watch of 
three greasers; so that her engine-
room complement is nine greasers, 
a donkeyman and storekeeper, and 
16 engineers. 

To that extent times have chang-
ed. But in the excellence of British 
shipbuilding they remain as in the 
past, and "Delphic" is a fine exam-
ple of that excellence. 

A (at of tha " D a l p t i i c V Dox f o rd l i ng le act ing , o p p o t e d p i i t on motor n f i M t , 
erected in tha M g i n M r i n g i h o p at t i l * bu i lder ' s . 
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HER MAJESTY'S QUEENSLAND SHIPS 
"GAYUNDAH" AND "RIP" HAVE A RECORD OF SERVICE WHICH MERITS 
RECOGNITION by K. F. Caldwell 

STILL afloat and earning their 
living in Australian ports 

are two 65-year old ships, among 
the few survivors of those homely 
little "navies" which had an im-
portant part in the launching of 
the greater, more aloof service now 
guarding Australia's seaways. 

In their day "Gayundah" and 
"Paluma" were the mainstays of 
the Queensland Marine Defence 
Force, which, as composed, had its 
genesis in Sir William Jervois' re-
port to the State Government, 
submitted in April, 1882. Later in 
the year the Mcllwraith adminis-
tration moved a vote which in-
cluded £60,000 for the purchase of 
two gun vessels. An opposing 
amendment was heavily defeated, 
and in debate it was emphasised 
that the absence of naval defence 
against even auxiliary warships 
might cost the colony much more 
than the sum involved. 

A colony of 240,000 people, 
with annual revenue of just over 
two million pounds, was thus com-
mitted to expenditure of a type 
which wealthier groups had hesit-
ated to undertake. The cost of 
maintaining the force in its first 
complete year of existence was 
over £11,000, and with develop-

mental works such as railway cons-
truction urgently needed, the ini-
tial decision could have been no 
easy one. 

"Gayundah" and "Paluma" 
(aboriginal "Thunder" and "Light-
ning") were built at the famous 
Elswick Works, and both vessels 
ran trials on Sept. 26, 1884, at-
taining a speed of 10.5 knots. They 
were sister ships, very similar to 
the Victorian "Albeit", and with 
a family resemblance to H.M.S. 
"Excellent" (ex "Handy"), which 
gave her name to Whale Island, 
and was one of the few "Hat-iron" 
gunboats which enlivened the early 
Belgian coast bombardments of 
1914. The Queensland ships had 
a displacement of 360 tons, with 
dimensions 120' x 26' x 9.5. Each 
was propelled by twin screw com-
pound engines of 400 i.h.p. giving 
a designed maximum speed of 10 
knots. 

Looking at her today, it is dif-
ficult to realize that "Gayundah's" 
small hull carried relatively heavy 
armament. Forward was an 8-in., 
26 cal., B.L. gun firing a projectile 
of 180 lbs., and right aft a 6-in., 
31.6 cal., B.L. (Mark V) . Smaller 
weapons comprised two 1.5-in. 
Nordenfeldts (with mountings for 

two more); a I-in (four-barrel) 
and a 24.Sin. (five-barrel) Norden-
feldt m.g. "Paluma", when armed, 
had two 5-in., 2$ ton B.L. for-
ward, and one 6-in. aft. with 
smaller armament. It» both ships 
the aft gun was replaced by a 4.7 
Q.F., in 1899 and 1901. respect-
ively, and secondary armament was 
improved. 

The other purely naval vessels 
of the force were the galvanised 
steel torpedo-boat "Mosquito" (35 
tons displ.) armed with 14" tor-
pedoes; steam picket boat "Midge,,' 
armed and fitted with torpedo 
dropping gear; and the 65-ton 
steam vessel "Miner", built in 
Brisbane as a submarine mining 
tender. Auxiliaries were the arm-
ed tug and tender "Otter", carry-
ing a 5-in. B.L. forward, and the 
steam hopper barges "Bonito", 
"Stingaree',, "Pumba", "Dolphin", 
and "Bream", which were fitted 
similarly to "Otter". 

It is perhaps not surprising that 
this somewhat varied collection has 
at times been the subject of amus-
ed comment. Some have, however, 
supposed that it was designed to 
sally forth in line ahead to ex-
change broadsides with an enemy 
squadron. The armed hopper 
barges were in fact intended to 
"cover" the "torpedo" defences of 
the smaller ports, a service remin-
iscent of the traditional role of the 
gunboats of Napoleonic days. It 
was recognised that while actions 
with Tegular squadrons must be 
left to the R.N., the defence of 
ports against "raid and away" 
operations attempted by single 
ships might be possible with skil-
ful use of the gunboats and auxi-
liaries, backed, of course, by the 
gunners of the Military Defence 
Force. 

"Gayundah" left the Tyne on 
Nov. 13, 1884, and arrived in 
Brisbane March 28, 1885, com-
manded by Capt . H. Townley 
Wright R.N. A cdntemporary 
journalist found her a disappoint-

n » E d w a r d St reat entrance of t K * former N a v a l Staff O f f i ce . Q u e e n s l a n d M a r i n a 
De fence Force, now used by the Re i i den t N a v a l O f f car, Br i ibana. 
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ment compared to R.N. ships he 
had seen previously. He wrote of 
"a two-masted vessel painted a 
greyish colour with a dirty yellow 
f u n n e l . . . an excessively ugly craft 
inside and out" but admitted that 
"she may turn out of considerable 
service in time of war." 

Before she left England, the Pre-
mier, Mr. S. W . Griffiths, offered 
to place the vessel at the disposal 
of the Admiralty, to receive orders 
from the Flag Officer commanding 
the Australian Station, with the 
understanding that in normal times 
she would be on hand for the re-
servists' training periods, and at 
all times manned and maintained 
at Queensland's expense. Governor 
Sir A. Musgrave, in passing on 
this offer, expressed a hopt that 
similar action by all colonies would 
lead to active co-operation which 
could be a basis for future Federa-
tion. In Sept., 1886, Admiral 
Tryon, on the Australia Station, 
forwarded to Brisbane the warrant 
entitling H.M.Q.S. "Gayundah" 
to fly the White Ensign and Pen-
dant of H.M. Fleet—a privilege, 
the Premier stated, thus .granted 
for the first time to a Colonial 
ship. 

"Paluma", which arrived in 
May, 1885, under Lt. Richards R. 
N., had been lent to the Admiralty 
for 10 years, to carry out survey 
work in North Australian waters. 
For this period she carried no 
armament, being modified to pro-
vide space for hydrographic staff. 
She attained some prominence dur-
ing the Brisbane flood of 1893. 
Being then under refit, she was 
moved to what was thought a safer 
anchorage, close by the east side 
of Gardens Point, but the fierce 
currents stranded her in the Bo-
tanical Gardens, where she re-
mained, high and dry, when the 
river receded. A second, though 
smaller flood fortunately provided 
sufficient depth for "Paluma" to 
be towed off after many hours' 
efforts. 

While "Gayundah" was not far 
on her voyage out, a spontaneous 
meeting of citizens proposed the 
formation of a volunteer naval or-
ganisation, and, soon after this, of-
ficial action was taken to enlist a 

Naval Brigade with initial estab-
lishment of 200. The first drill Was 
held on Jan. 23, 1885—rather an 
indication of the directness with 
which such matters were then ap-
proached—and the first Training 
Officer was Lt. Walton Drake R. 
N., formerly 1st. Lieut, of H.M.S. 
"Wolverene", who later, in 1892, 
became S.N.O., Q.M.D.F. Vo-
lunteer establishments at Mary-
borough, Bundabcrg, Rockhamp-
ton, Mackay, Townsville, Cairns 
and Thursday Island received re-
gular visits from "Gayundah," 
which would embark each port's 
reservists for sea training and gun-
nery exercises. At these ports the 
instructor would usually be a Com-
missioned Gunner. 

In Brisbane, the Naval Stores, 
which still exist in disrepair at 
Kangaroo Point, embodied a gun 
battery, torpedo workshop, and re-
pair facilities, and in this way 
ample means for training were 
available at no great distance from 
volunteers' places of employment. 
It is pertinent to mention that 
many reservists were in the first 
place officers or seamen of Qld. 
Govt, steamers, so that the decision 
to arm "Otter" and other auxi-
liaries meant that the nucleus of a 
naval crew would always be in, 
and familiar with, these vessels. 

The press has left us some co-
lourful descriptions of the "com-
bined operations" of those days, 
such as the events of April 24, 
1886, when Military Defence 

Force units, detailed as "enemy 
troops landed near Cleveland", at-
tacked positions at Lytton, near 
the Brisbane River mouth. In sup-
port were "Otter" (Lt. Douglas) 
and "Gayundah" (Capt. Wright) . 
The gunboat opened with her 8" 
gun at 8000 yds. and, as she ap-
proached more do6ely, the fort re-
plied with two 6" and two 64-
poundcrs. At 2000 yds. the ship's 
stern gun joined in, and there was 
"brisk firing" from both sides 
as she ran past the defences, while 
the invaders approached from the 
landward side. A local legend, that 
firing of "Gayundah's" 8" piece 
would cause her to go astern, was 
quite exaggerated, but attained the 
longevity which is the prerogative 
of such legends. 

Capt. Wright and the Queens-
land Cabinet "parted brass rags" 
in a stormy interlude in October, 
1888, in the coursc of which the 
S.N.O. humorously discussed the 
practicability of opening fire on 
Parliament House. His successor 
was Lt. Francis Pringle Taylor R. 
N., who carried on until Com-
mander Drake took over in 1892. 

Periods of financial crisis in the 
middle 'nineties caused a reduction 
in the gunboats' activities, but 
"Gayundah" was in full commis-
sion again in 1898, and in 1900 
enthusiasts in the force secured 
the expenditure of £750 on W / T 
equipment which enabled the ship, 
in Moreton Bay, to maintain con-
tact with the Brisbane establish-

H . M . Q . S . " G a y u n d a h " in her o r i g ina l r ig, at moor i ng s in tha B r i i bana R iver. I k e 
two main gun s are pla in ly i m , a lso the fighting top wh ich was later d i s c a r d e d . 
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merit This, the first successful 
transmission from a British war-
ship on the Australian station, was 
largely due to the support of Capt. 
W . R. Cresswcll, C.M.G., the last 
S.N.O., Q.M.D.F., whose part in 
the formation and early adminis-
tration of the RA N. is so well 
known. His retirement in 1919 
with a well-earned K.C.M.G. and 
K.B.E., and his subsequent promo-
tion to Vice-Admiral, honourably 
concluded many years of guidance 
to Australian navies. 

Federation now intervened, but 
immediate handing-over was not 
practicable, and it was not until 
1904 that the ships' Queensland 
Ensigns fluttered down for the 
last time. The Naval Staff Office 
of the old Force now houses the 
staff of the Resident Naval Of-
ficer, Brisbane. It is a moderately 
ornamented brick building in 
Edward St., still owning an air 
of quiet distinction. 

The old ships provided a use-
ful means for sea-training the com-
pulsory trainees of 1911 onwards, 
and the members of the Naval 
Brigade formed a valuable nu-
cleus—the R.A.N.R. ( M ) — about 
which the new organisation grew. 
The Navy List of 1904 showed 
that, of a total of 135 officers on 
the active or unattached lists, 66 
were former officers of the Q.M. 
D P . 

In 1911, under command of 
Comdr. G.A.H. Curtis, "Gayun-
dah" fired warning shots when 
overhauling poaching Japanese 
luggers in the Broome area, and 
towed the culprits to port for ap-
propriate action. Early in 1914 she 
was taken in hand at Cockatoo 
Island, where a bow of conven-
tional design altered her original 
"flat-iron" silhouette, and the 
heavy gun forward was eliminated. 
Aug. 4, 1914, saw her steaming 
north from Sydney to stand guard 
in her old haunts in Moreton Bay. 
During the war she proved useful 
as a guardship and patrol vessel in 
several areas, and finally as sea-
going tender to H.M.A.S. "Tin-
gira," but her sister "Paluma" was 
sold to the Victorian Government. 

1919 brought the end "of Ga-
yundah's" naval career, and for 

many years now she has been 
without main engines, dredging 
and carrying tons of gravel—a 
drab but useful duty. On Oct. 15, 
1930, feeling perhaps that she had 
been too long out of the headlines, 
she sank at her moorings in Mil-
ton Reach. Lengthy obituaries duly 
recorded her "fitting end", but 
"Gayundah," having been sternly 
recalled to duty, was soon at work 
again. Her sister, in Melbourne, 
was more fortunate in retaining 
her engines to carry out, as S.S. 
"Rip," many useful tasks for port 
authorities. 

"Mosquito" and "Midge" have 
long since vanished, and "Otter" 
is a hulk at Maryborough. The 
hopper barges still plod about their 
work, and old "Miner" has re-
cently been seen towing dumb 
barges. As the writer turned over 
the faded, brittle pages of 1885 
newspapers in the Public Library 
at Brisbane, he had only to raise 
his glance to see, through the win-
dow, the gray hull of "Gayun-
dah." By the strange tricks of for-
tune, both the "excessively ugly 
craft" of which our disappointed 
journalist wrote, are still with us, 
while the graceful, black-white-
and-buff cruisers, which he had in 
mind, have vanished from the 
Australian scene as completely as 
the security which they symbol-
ized. 

Apart from their more obvious 
contributions to the founding of 
the R.A.N., the colonial navies led 
their "owners" toward a sense of 
responsibility for their own naval 
defence, and gave to many the ex-
perience of personal service in that 
defence. 

A graceful acknowledgment of 
these aspects would be the perpe-
tuation of appropriate ship-names 
such as "Protector," "Paluma," 
"Cerberus" etc., in seagoing war-
ships. This alternative to the pre-
sent, largely geographical, system 
of nomenclature might, it is felt, 
be applied to some of the large 
destroyers on order; thus to estab-
lish a continuity of tradition be-
tween the earlier efforts of small 
colonies and the fleet sent forth by 
a united Commonwealth. 

NAVY LEAGUE SEA 
CADETS 

Band Instruments Wanted 

BO T H the Footscray Technical 
School, and the Black Rock 

Companies of the Navy League Sea 
Cadets in Victoria, are desirous of 
forming bands, and are therefore 
on the lookout for band instru-
ments. It may be that a reader or 
readers of "The Navy" knows 
someone who has spare or un-
wanted instruments which they 
might be willing to donate to one 
or other of these Sea Cadet Com-
panies—or they might even have 
some themselves. 

So if there are any spare or 
unwanted instruments about— 
these Victorian Sea Cadets would 
be very happy to have them. If 
you f a n help in any way, would 
you be good enough to write or 
telephone the Secretary, the Navy 
League (Victorian Branch), Ar-
nold House, 14 Queen Street, Mel-
bourne, C. l . Telephone MB 1550. 

T H E STORY OF 
H.M.S. " A M E T H Y S T " 

The Navy League has been 
fortunate in securing a number of 
copies of a commemorative book 
produced by the London "Daily 
Telegraph" and entitled "The 
Glorious Story of H.M.S. 'Ame-
thyst' ", ' in which the inspiring 
story of the frigate's dash down 
the Yangtse Kiang under fire is 
recorded. Of 24 pages, the book 
is very fully illustrated and con-
tains some 4,000 words of text, 
and has a coloured illustration 
colour. 

The Navy League (Victorian 
Branch) has a limited number of 
copies for sale at 2/6d. plus post-
age; and all proceeds from the sale 
will go towards the equipment of 
the Navy League Sea Cadets. 

Those wishing for a copy of 
this book—and it is a good book 
to have—should write to The Sec-
retary, The Navy League, Vic-
torian Branch, Arnold House, 14 
Queen Street, Melbourne, C . l . 
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LIFE IN A B A R R A C K S 
I 

IN WHICH THE AUTHOR REMINISCENCES ON WARTIME EXPERIENCES IN 
COLOMBO, A CITY OF TEEMING UFE — IN VARIED FORMS 

by Wilton P. Evans 

THE Barracks were highly im-
pressive from the outside. The 

enclosing wall fronting Darley 
Road was high and topped by 
barbed wire entwined about steel 
spikes. With true naval thorough-
ness, jagged glass was lavishly 
plastered down into the mortar. 
Armed sentries guarded both gate-
ways. 

Banana thatched huts provided 
storerooms, and supplemented the 
sleeping quarters. These cadjans 
were far cooler to sleep in than 
the permanent structures of solid 
stone blocks two feet thick. The 
sun heated them up during the 
day and the walls retained the 
heat through to the next morning. 
Anyone lucky enough to discover 
a vacant spot in the cadjans acted 
swiftly. The finder raced away for 
his gear and dumped it down in 
the clear space to make certain 
nobody else had a chance of filing 
a claim. After that the lucky one 
moved his bed across and complet-
ed the appropriation. 

The first thing I did at HMS 
"Lanka" was to draw a wooden 
cot. In the storeroom where they 
were issued we saw salt-caked dit-
ty boxes, and tally bands from 
the "Nestor." I wondered if the 
owners had survived when the 
"Nestor" was lost. The cots were 
a folding type that are so com-
pact and comfortable, until they 
collapse under you in the middle 
of the night. Many a leg was jack-
knifed between the folding bars 
and wooden slats. 

As soon as we settled in for 
the night, some of the boys de-
cided to break ship. They went 
into Colombo on a sight-seeing 
tour. Some of them ended up at 
Slave Island, which was formerly 
used by the Dutch as a settlement 
wherein they confined their slaves. 
But that was long ago. Now it 
has developed into the most no-

torious red light section of Colom-
bo. The inhabitants are direct 
descendants of the original Ma-
layan slaves. They still cling to 
the customs and characteristics of 
their forefathers. It is not to be 
wondered at that the Dutch kept 
them segregated, if there was as 
much disease there then as there is 
now. 

To try and sleep in the main 
barrack buildings was torture. 
Some ratings snored their heads 
off. Chaps would sneak back after 
the lights were out and cause dis-
turbances. Sometimes a bed came 
crashing down and deposited a re-
cent sleeper on the hard floor. The 
cursing of the unfortunate would 
wake everyone within earshot. Nor 
was it only the actions of humans 
which discouraged sleep. There 
were rot enough mosquito nets to 
go round. The danger of malaria 
and dengue was always with us. 
Ten yards behind the galleys flow-
ed muddy Lake Beira. It swarmed 
with countless thousands of squad-
rons of anopheles. When exhaus-
tion finally did bring sleep the 
bugs began to wander. In the 
morning each newcomer looked as 
if he were suffering a bad attack 
of hives. 

Every cot in the place was alive 
with these vermin. W e used to 
thump the bedding on the concrete 
floor until the bugs fell off. It gave 
us the greatest of pleasure to 
trample them underfoot. The beds 
were placed in a bath of paraffin 
and creosote. Even this drastic 
treatment did not have much of a 
lasting affect. The next morning 
it was necessary to repeat the per-
formance again. However, after 
the first six months the bugs de-
sisted from attacking you in favour 
of a more recent arrival. 

There were many things to 
counter-balance the discomforts we 
had to endure. A host of tortoises 

came waddling ashore from the 
Idte every night. They looked like 
amphibious tanks of war as they 
engaged in deadly combat. They 
had no fear of man and foraged 
here and there for food. The 
Buddhist religion forbids the harm-
ing of living creatures, because of 
their belief in the transmigration 
of souls. The stricter adherents go 
so far as to frown on the ex-
termination of vermin. 

A statue stood in an elaborately 
carved grotto at the front of the 
sick bay. The central portion con-
tained a bronze casket in which 
it is said the bones of a Portu-
guese monk repose. Behind the 
statue lived a tree rat. He was a 
queer little animal rather like a 
squirrel. When angry he puffed 
up his bushy tail. In their wild 
state they live in the palms. There 
are three green and brown stripes 
on the body of the tree rat. The 
Sinhalese believe that these animals 
helped the wanderoo monkeys to 
build the archipelago which all but 
connects India with Ceylon. The 
god Rama stroked the tiny animals 
with three fingers of his right hand 
in recognition of the aid they had 
given the monkeys. The imprint of 
the three fingers can be seen clear-
ly marked on every one of them 
to this day. 

A few days after a jiving at St. 
Joseph Barracks I took over the 
duties of an English supply petty-
officer who had finished his time 
on the station. He was sorry to be 
going and I could not make it out, 
until I went on duty for the first 
time. It was the easiest job that 
has ever come my way in peace 
or war. W e carried safe hand des-
patches to various defence estab-
lishments, or picked up loads of 
furniture from the cabinet making 
works of Don Carolis tf Sons. 

Inside the factory skilled Sin-

Tha N n y 

h a l f tradesmen turned every 
known variety of Ceylon timber 
into furniture. There was jak 
wood, which varies in colour from 
the bright yellow of new timber 
to the beautiful dark shades of 
the seasoned pieces; part of the 
floor was covered with long pieces 
of tough domba wood that were 
ready to be made into yoke poles 
for bullock carts; baulks of heavy 
kong were stacked in one corner; 
there were also streaky pieces of 
ebony, weighing between seventy 
and eighty-five pounds to the cubic 
foot; then there was the white ant-
proof satin wood, which is a first 
favourite with the craftsmen of 
Ceylon. 

I was standing on the loading 
ramp supervising the stacking of 
cupboards one day when a com-
motion on the far side of a nearby 
wall startled me. I jumped down 
and ran over to the wall. There 
was a woman screaming. The 
adobe was old and cracked. I 
soon discovered a peep hole and 
peered through. Three people were 
in the midst of an argument. Most 
Europeans think the men of the 
East rule their wives with a rod 
of iron. The sight I saw corrected 
my impressions. Females get their 
own way the wide world over. 

The husband had put more than 
seventy years behind him. He sat 
in a cane chair and pretended to 
go on reading his newspaper. Two 
shrill women were nagging him. 
He took no notice. His peaceful 
expression stood out in sharp con-
trast to the outraged features of 
his womenfolk. The elder attacker 
held a ripe papaw alcft. She 
shrieked abuse at the object of her 
scorn. The younger woman began 
to pluck the sparse covering from 
the cranium of the greybeard. He 
made no move to retaliate. That 
made both women furious. The 
papaw hurtled down dead centre. 
The pulp and juice ran all over 
his head and neck. He did not as 
much as flicker an eye-lid. His eyes 
remained fixed on the paper. This 
was truly an indication of the 
wisdom of the Orient. The oldster 

March, ItSO 

had learned it was useless t o argue 
with women. 

A queer character seen about 
the Barracks was the dhoby. He 
ran a twelve-hour laundry service. 
Bundles of soiled clothes were col-
lected from the foot of the beds 
every morning. They were return-
ed almost ready to wear at four 
o'clock in the afternoon. The gar-
ments were not quite ready to 
wear because when the time came 
to dress it was invariably found 
that many buttons were missing. 
The clothes were always folded 
with at least one firmly sewn but-
ton visible. The dhoby system had 
its drawbacks. Not many men 
escaped without contracting dhoby-
rash or tropical ringworm. At the 
best, clothes were worn out three 
times faster than by normal 
laundering. 

The native method of washing 
was simplicity itself. Groups of 
women stood knee deep in the 
filthy lake water and soaked the 
wash, which was then pounded on 
a large flat rock. When all the 
dirt was driven out the clothes 
were spread out to dry and bleach. 

The sanitary arrangements at 
"Lanka" were highly primitive. A 
couple of showers were fitted at 
one end of the sleeping quarters. 
They did duty for hundreds of 
men. If you were very lucky you 
might manage to get a shower a 
day. There was no such thing as 
privacy, for ablutions were carried 
out in full view of everyone. 

There was much to do on a 
trip to Colombo. No other island 
presents such a diversity of scen-
ery, sounds, and odours as Ceylon. 
White villas stand framed in a 
background of riotious multihued 
blooms. Fireflies flit through the 
purple night as they wait on the 
birth of the silvery moon. Small 
Fiats purr along the roads to pass 
the pitter-pattering rickshaw boys. 
Lofty avenues of stately palms 
flank the ponds that arc draped 
with a coverlet of water lilies and 
golden lotus flowers. The dazzling 
flamboyants in this Land, which 
the Greeks called Taprobane, are 

a sight never to be forgotten. 
TTie main shopping centre of 

Colombo is the Fort. Once it was 
surrounded by high walls and a 
moat, with gun-manned bastions 
sweeping the land side with a clear 
field of fire. The original fort 
began as a stockade, and i t was 
not until 1550, that the Portu-
guese turned Colombo into a 
walled city. Their enemies, the 
Dutch, captured the fortress and 
constructed still more defence 
works, on which they mounted 
heavier guns. By 1807, the fort 
was protected by seven full bat-
teries. 

The fortifications were dis-
mantled in 1869, and during the 
following two years most of the 
massive walls were demolished. 
Portion of the old walls can be 
seen in several places today. 

The Grand Oriental Hotel 
marks the site of the first British 
barracks in Colombo. Next to it 
is the establishment of Macan Mar-
kar, which houses a large collec-
tion of family heirlooms. These 
relics are pieces of Moorish jewel-
lery studded with stones. One 
single sapphire is nearly two inches 
long. 

The Fort is more like a large 
European city than a port of the 
Orient. Blocks of offices stand side 
by side with emporiums that offer 
every conceivable type of mer-
chandise for sale. The buildings 
tell their own story of far flung 
British commercial enterprise and 
the super-abundant fertility of the 
island. 

Most Australian seamen visited 
the Free China Hotel when they 
indulged in a shore run. The hotel 
was spotlessly clean and the fare 
they served was more like a feast 
than a matelot's cafe portion. 
Breakfast at the Barracks was a 
different story. It consisted of half 
a grapefruit, a slicc of bread that 
had narrowly missed being butter-
ed, and a cup of stewed tea. Na-
turally there were many loud 
moans. 

"Why, even in the seventeenth 
century seamen got a daily ration 

Continued on P«9« 4f 

I* 



NEW BURNS PHILP LINER "BRAESIDE" 
By "SUPERCARGO." 

The new motor ship "Braeside" left Sydney on January 13th for her 
first trip to Singapore under the command of Captain A. W. Blain. 
She is the sixth ship built for these owners by Messrs. Barclay Curie 
8C Co., of Glasgow. In this article the author gives a comprehensive 

description of the new ship, gained in a personal inspection. 
rooms and alleyways, is patterned ALTHOUGH intended prin-

cipally for the carriage of 
cargo, the "Braeside" is designed 
and furnished in a manner equal 
to many passenger liners of twice 
her size. 

Twelve passengers are carried in 
single berth rooms, each of which 
has its private bathroom attached. 
The passenger accommodation is 
situated on the Promenade dcck. 
At the forward end of the accom-
modation is situated the passen-
gers' Lounge. This is a handsome 
and dignified apartment, panelled 
in rock maple, with window frames 
and door trims in sycamore. Fur-
niture is in mahogany. Forward 
of this room is a sheltered veran-
dah. 

Situated beneath the Lounge, at 
the forward end of the shelter 
deck, is the Dining Saloon. This 
room has accommodation for 28 
people at one sitting. The panelling 
in this case is in Indian laurel, 
giving the room a darker tone 
than the Lounge. The doors and 
window frames are of Queensland 
walnut, with furniture of the 
same timber polished in a lighter 

4hade. Flooring in this, and other 

K 

rubber. 
Particular thought has been 

given to the comfort of the officers 
and crew. The officers are housed 
in spacious single berth cabins. 
The Chief, Second, and Third Of-
ficers and Wireless Operator are 
housed on the boat deck, iust be-
low the bridge. Above this is the 
Captain's suite, comprising day-
room, bedroom and bathroom. The 
dayroom combines the functions of 
a lounge with those of an office. 
A built-in desk across one end, 
with plenty of drawers and cup-
board space, provides for the large 
amount of clerical work done by 
the Master. Under the same roof 
as this flat is the navigating bridge, 
chart room and wheel house; these 
are situated across a small entrance 
vestibule. 

A similar suite of rooms is pro-
vided for the Chief Engineer on 
the shelter deck. Accommodation 
is provided on the same deck for 
the engineers and cadets. A spa-
cious and comfortably furnished 
lounge is situated at the after end 
of the boat deck for the use of the 
officers. 

Accomniodation for the greasers 
and seamen is provided at the after 

end of the upper deck, in well 
ventilated rooms with a maximum 
of four men to each room. Apart 
from the Australian officers, three 
nationalities make up the crew; 
Chinese, Malays, and Indians. 

The facilities for the handling 
and stowage of cargo are on the 
same well designed scale as the 
accommodation. Five hatches are 
provided, served by electric cargo 
winches, and 16 derricks having 
working capacities varying from 3 
to 25 tons each. With the excep-
tion of No.l hatch all the tween 
deck spaces are insulated for the 
carriage of refrigerated cargo. All 
the deck auxiliaries are electrically 
operated. 

The main particulars of the ship 
are as follows: Length Overall, 
435'; Breadth, 57'9". Depth to 
shelter deck 37'6". Draught, 
24'10J". Cross Register, 7,800 
tons. Deadweight Capacity, 7,980 
tons; Insulated Space, 50,000 cu-
bic feet; Speed (on trials), 14j 
knots. 

OBITUARY 
Admiral Sir Richard Webb. 

ADMIRAL Sir Richard Webb, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., died sud-

denly at his home in London at 
the age of 79, during January. 

Admiral Webb had a distin-
guished career. He was Director 
of the Trade Division at the Ad-
miralty during the greater part of 
the 1914-18 war, and was As-
sistant High Commissioner at 
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ANNIVERSARIES OF THE MONTH 
MARCH IS AN INTERESTING MONTH IN AUSTRAUAN NAVAL DATES, AMONG 

OTHER THINGS IT IS THE MONTH OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AUSTRAUAN 

STATION AND OF THE AUSTRAUAN NAVAL BOARD. 

THE 16th March, 1781, is the 
anniversary of Admiral Ar 

buthnot's action with a French 
fleet under Commodore Destcu-
ches off the Chesapeake during the 
American War of Independence. 
At the time there were two cen-
tres of British power in America 
—at New York and in the Chesa-
peake. Communication between 
them depended wholly upon the 
sea. Arbuthnot, commanding eight 
ships, had sailed from the eastern 
end of Long Island to intercept 
the French squadron—also of 
eight ships—which had sailed from 
Newport on 8th March to control 
the waters of Chesapeake Bay. 
and the two fleets arrived simultan-
eously outside the capes of tin-
Chesapeake. 

The weather was boisterous, and 
a fair sea running, enough to pre-
vent the British ships—which had 
the weather-gage—from using their 
lower batteries. The van British 
ships were badly injured aloft, and 
Destouches, signalling his own vail, 
where the ships had been damag-
ed also, to haul up on the other 
tack, led the rest of his squadron 
past the disabled Brit'ish ships and. 
after giving them the successive 
broadsides of his comparativelv 
fresh vessels, wore and made out 
to sea. The British thereupon en-
tered Chesapeake Bay, and Mahaii 
sums up by saying that "after the 
fighting the French were in better 
force than the English, and thev 
in fact claimed the victory; yet the 
ulterior objects of the expedition 
did not tempt them again to trv 
the issue with a fleet of about 
their own size." 

Fourteen years later, on 14th 
March 1795, the French and Brit 
ish were at it again when Vice-
Admiral Sir William Hotham, who 
had succeeded Lord Hood in com-

mand of the Mediterranean Fleet, 
fought an action off Genoa against 
a French fleet making for Corsica 
The French fleet was greatly su-
perior to Hotham's force, but io 
the action that ensued they lost 
the "Ca Ira" and the "Censeur 
to the British; but Hotham was 
later criticised that he had noi 
taken more of the French vessel1 

On 13th March, 1811, Captain 
William Hoste, with only foui 
frigates, fell in with five French 
frigates escorting six smaller ves-
sels carrying troops up the Adria-
tic near the coast of Dalmatia; en-
gaging and defeating them decisi-
vely off the island of Lissa. 

It was on 31st March, 1770, 
that Captain James Cook in the 
"Endeavour" arrived back at th--

western entrance of Cook Strait 
after having circumnavigated the 
South Island of New Zealand, 
West about, and proved that it, 
like the North Island, was no nan 
of a great Southern Continent. 

It was in March, 1859, that the 
Australia Station was established 
by Admiralty as a separate com-
mand. On the 25 th of the month 
in that year, the following Minutr 
was produced at Admiralty: "Cap-
tain Loring, of H.M.S. "Iris", is 
to hoist a Blue Pennant and to as-
sume command as Senior Officer 
o( Her Majesty's Ships on the 
Australian Station independently 
of the Commander-in-Chief in 
India. The limits of the Command 
are to be as they are now defined 
in the Commander-in-Chiefs in-
structions, viz:—Bounded on the 
North by the Parallel of 10 deg. 
of South Latitude—on the East by 
the Meridian of 170th degree oS 
West Longitude—on the South 
by the Antarctic Circle—and on 
the West by the Meridian of 75th 
degree of East Longitude." Three 
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days later a further Minute con-
tained good news for the new 
Commodore: "Captain Loring, as 
Commodore and Senior Officer on 
the Australian Station, is to have 
XI a day in addition to his pay." 

It was on the 28th March, 1885, 
that the gunboat "Gayundah" ar-
rived at Brisbane, to take her 
place as one of the units of the 
Queensland Marine Defence Force. 

There are quite a lot of March 
dates of interest in Australia's na-
val story. It was on 7th March, 
1910, that the Conunon wealth 
Government received a cable from 
the High Commissioner in London 
giving particulars of tenders re-
ceived for the building of the 
battlecruiser "Australia" — John 
Brown's tender being accepted. 
And it was in the "Common-
wealth of Australia Gazette" of 
the 11th March the following year 
that we read: "His Excellency the 
Governor-General, acting with the 
advice of the Federal Executive 
Council, has been pleased to ap-
prove of the following changes 
etc., in connexion wjth the Naval 
Forces of the Commonwealth, 
viz:—Appointment of a Navai 
Board." 

The 1st March, 1913, was the 
official opening date of the Royal 
Australian Naval College with 28 
Cadet midshipmen, the College 
being temporarily situated at Gee-
long. H.M.A.S. "Melbourne" made 
her first appearance in Australia 
at Fremantle on 10th March, 191 J; 
and on the first of that month the 
third-class cruiser "Pioneer" was 
taken over by the Commonwealth 
as a gift from Admiralty, 

Let us move on a bit. On 7t» 
March, 1915, Admiral Pakenham 
hoisted his flag in the battlecniises 
"Australia", which thus becama 
Flagship of the Second Battle 
cruiser Squadron with the Grand 
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Fleet. It wa$ in March of the fol-
lowing year that Australia's 
"Pioneer" carried out an attack on 
Dar-es-Salaam, in German East 
Africa, in company with H.M. 
Ships "Vengeance" and 'Hya-
cinth." 

On March 8th, 1918, a two-
seater aircraft was successfully 
launched from the battle-cruiser 
"Australia" in the North Sea. And 
now the old "Australia" has gone, 
and on 17th March. 1927, her 
namesake—which is still with us— 
the cruiser "Australia", was 
launched from John Brown's yard 
at Clydebank. 

Time marches on. In March 
1940, Australian ships were at war 
again, and overseas in the Medi 
terrancan the five Australian des-
troyers "Stuart", "Voyager". 
"Vendetta", "Vampire" and 
"Waterhen" were on escort dutv 
and carrying out patrols. The 
cruiser "Hobart" was on similar 
duty in the Arabian Gulf and Red 
Sea. 

On another twelve months; and 
in March 1941, history repeated 
itself with a ship being sunk bv 
mines off the New South Wales 
coast, the trawler "Millimumul". 
with the loss of seven lives. On 
the 4th. of the month, the cruiser 
"Canberra" on patrol intercepted 
two German raider supply ships, 
the "Ketty Brovig" and the "C> 
burg". They scuttled themselves, 
their people being picked up by 
the "Canberra". 

It was the month of Matapan. 
when the Mediterranean Fleet 
under Admiral Cunningham dealr 
the Italians a heavy blow in a 
night action. "Perth", "Stuart" 
and "Vendetta" were among those 
present, but so far as the Aus 
tralian ships were concerned it was 
"Stuart's" night; as the Com 
mander - in - Chief subsequently 
wrote: "H.M.A.S. 'Stuart' and 
three destroyers of the Royal Navy 
were with the battle fleet, and 
finished off cruisers damaged in 
action with the battle fleet. H.M. 
A.S. 'Stuart' performed distin-
guished service in this duty of a 
standard which I have come to ex-
pect from ships of the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy". 
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That was the night of March 
28th-29th. Earlier in the month, 
on the 19th, "Waterhen" had 
salvaged the burning merchant 
ship "Marie Maersk" during the 
Greek show. 

March of the following year— 
1942—was a poor one for the Al-
lies generally, and for the R.A.N. 
The 2nd of the month saw the 
final evacuation of R.A.N, forces 
from Java, the corvettes being the 
last Australian ships to leave, from 
Tjilitjap. They reached Australia 
—seven of them—safely. Not so 
fortunate was the sloop "Yarra" 
which, on the morning of 4th 
March, south of Java, while escort-
ing a small convoy, ran into a 
force of three Japanese cruisers 
and four destroyers. She made a 
gallant effort to shield the convoy, 
and went down fighting, only 13 
of her people subsequently being 
rescued from floats by a Dutch 
submarine. None of her officers 
survived. 

By March of the following year 
the Allies were hitting the Jap-
anese back hard. It was the month 
of the Battle of the Bismarck Sea, 
when a s;z:able Japanese convoy 
trying to run troops into Lae was 
destroyed by Allied air attacks. 

The Allied advance was every-
where gathering speed and weight 
by March, 1944; in that month 
"Shropshire" and "Warramunga" 
took part in the operations which 
won the Admiralty Islands back 
from the Japanese, and the Allies 
landed at Manus, Gasmata, Emi-
rau; and Talasea in New Britain. 

In March 1945, Ships of the R. 
A.N. Survey Group took part in 
the operations against the Japanese 
at Mindanao; on the 20th of the 
month the British captured Man-
dalay. On the 25th His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Gloucester 
opened the Captain Cook dry 
dock at Sydney, so that the Aus-
tralian port became a capital ship 
naval base. 

And another month of anni-
versaries is thus clewed up. 
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MARITIME NEWS OF THE 

WORLD 
From our Correspondents in 

L O N D O N and N E W YORK 

By 

AIR MAIL 

G E R M A N M E R C H A N T 
MARINE 

By June of this year the first 
of six ships building in Germany 
for the new German Merchant 
Marine is expected to be complet-
ed. The ships, which will be used 
by the German Orient Line, will 
trade in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean. Each will be of 1,900 
gross tons, and will carry 3,500 
tons of cargo. Three of the ves-
sels are being built at the largest 
of the German shipyards, the 
Deutsche Werf t in Hamburg, and 
three by the Howaldt Shipyards in 
Kiel. 

SUEZ CANAL SHIPPING 
According to a recent issue of 

the bulletin of the Compagnie 
Universelle du Canal Maritime de 
Suez, British shipping attained a 
new record in providing 37.7 per 
cent, of the entire Canal move-
ment of 6,170,000 net tons for the 
month of October last, easily main-
taining its lead over the shipping 
of all other nations. The October 
last Canal traffic, which compared 
with a total of 5,543,000 tons for 
the previous month, surpassed by 
2.2 per cent the previous record 
volume established in April 1949. 
It exceeded the volume of October, 
1948, by 21.3 per cent. With Brit-
ish shipping in the lead, American 
and Norwegian vessels tied for 
second place with an equal Oct-
ober tonnage of 729,000 tons—or 
each with slightly less than 12 per 
cent, of the Canal traffic for the 
month. 

H E A V Y TANKER TRAFFIC 
One of the causes of the in-

crease in Suez Canal traffic in Oc-
tober last was the heavy north-
bound movement of petroleum and 
its derivatives. This movement 
passed the 3,000,000-ton mark for 
the first time. The actual petroleum 
volume amounted to 3,202,000 
tons, compared with 2,900,000 
tons in September. Great Britain 
continued to be the primary re-
ceiver of petroleum with 660,gj)Q 
tons. North America followed witll 
572,000 tons; France with 547,000 
tons, and Italy with 366,000 tons. 
The greatest jump in demand came 
from the Low Countries, which 
took 254,000 tons compared witE 
27,000 tons in October, 1948. 

U S . SEAMEN'S WELFARE 
PLAN 

A welfare plan for members of 
the Seafarers International Union, 
AFL, who are employed on vessels 
of nine American Atlantic and 
Gulf Coast steamship companies, 
went into effect in January, ac-
cording to a report in the "New 
York Times". TTie secretary-treas-
urer of the Union, Mr. Paul Hall, 
said that the agreement called for 
the plan to run for not less tha/i 
five years, with the companies pay-
ing into a common fund 25 cents 
a day for each man employed. 
This rate is not frozen, since the 
agreement calls for the reopening 
of the 25 cents rate on 30th. 
September, 1951. The exact form 
and'administration of the welfare 
plan is not yet established, but sub-
committees representing the union 

and the shipowners are meeting to 
formulate plans covering types of 
benefits, means of administration, 
elegibility, and so forth. Officials 
of the union say that this is the 
first instance of a seamen's organ-
isation receiving a completely com-
pany paid, jointly administered 
welfare plan. On the present num-
ber of jobs now being filled by the 
union, it is estimated that by the 
end of this year 1,000,000 dollars 
will have been paid into the fund. 

WORLD'S M E R C H A N T 
FLEETS 

A recent survey by the Ame-
rican Merchant Marine Institute 
indicates that the active Merchant 
Fleets of the world, with the ex-
ception of those of Greece and the 
three former Axis powers, now al-
most equal, and in some cases ex-
ceed, their pre-war sizes. Most war 
losses have been made up, and as 
at June 30 last, a total of 
21,600,000 deadweight tons of 
British shipping was in active ser-
vice, or only 300,000 tons less 
than on 1st. September, 1939. 
Ranking second, the U.S.A. had 
18,100,000 deadweight tons in 
active service on 30th. June, 1949, 
or 6,400,000 tons more than at 
the outbreak of war. There have 

.been changes in position in the 
tonnage list. Japan, which ranked 
third in 1939, is now twelfth; Ger-
many, formerly fifth, is now only 
beginning a revival of her ship-
ping; Norway, fourth in 1939 is 
now third; while Panama, by mate 
than tripling its pre-war figure of 
1,100,000 tons, now ranks fourth. 
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C O M P A R A T I V E D A T A 
O N FLEETS 

The following table shows the 
distribution of active world fleets 
of vessels of 1,000 gross tons and 
over, the tonnage figures being in 
millions of deadweight tons: 
Country June 30, Sept. 1, 

1949 1939 
U.K. 21.6 21.9 
U.S.A. 18.1 11.7 
Norway 6.7 6.9 
Panama 4.5 1.1 
Netherlands 3.5 3.4 
France 3.3 3.0 
Italy 3.0 3.9 
Sweden 2.7 2.0 
Greece 1.9 2.8 
U.S.S.R. 1.8 1.6 
Canada 1.7 — 

Japan 1.6 7.1 
Denmark 1.5 1.6 
Spain 1.3 1.1 
China .9 .3 
Brazil .9 .5 
Argentina .9 — 

Finland .6 .8 
Australia .6 .5 
Portugal .5 — 

Germany — 5.1 
Yugoslavia — .6 
Belgium — .5 

Wor ld Total 102.0 80.6 

" C A R O N I A " E A R N S 
D O L L A R S 

By the end of this month the 
556 luxury passengers who sailed 
from New York in January in the 
Cunarder "Caronia" on an eighty-
day cruise in which they visited 
four continents, will be thinking 
of getting back home again. Places 
touched at on the cruise included 
St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands, 
Rio de Janeiro. Tristan da Cunha, 
Cape Town, Zanzibar, Suez, Na-
ples, and Cherbourg. Fares ranged 
from 2,400 to 10,000 dollars; and 
for those alone the Cunarder will 
have earned some 3,000,000 dol-
lars. 

R A D A R FOR N E W YORK 
FERRIES 

Large ferry boats for the Bat-
tery-Staten Island run in New 
New York Harbour, which are 
being built by the Bethlehem Steel 
Company, will be equipped with 

WEIGHT-HOLDER FOR NEW CRANE 

Tha 30-ton i lea l conta iner which will ho ld tho Iron ba lanc ing we ight s for (ho 
250-ton crano at C a p t a i n C o o k Dock f i tt ing-out wharf bo ing loworod info pos it ion. 

Tho crano, which i« l u p p o r t e d o n a 50ff. i q u a r e towor, i i 144ft. h igh . 
S . M H a r o l d Photo. 
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"double-ended" marine radar by* 
the Westinghouse Electric Corp-
oration. The radar will provide a 
continuous chart of the whole har-
bour, detecting buoys, ships, obs-
tructions and shoreline simultan-
eously at either end of the vessel; 
and will be adjustable to cover 
distances of one, two, four or eight 
miles. The ferries, which will be 
of ultra-modern design and the 
largest of their type operating in 
the harbour, will each accom-
modate 3,000 passengers. 

BRITISH S H I P STABILIZER 

A device expected to reduce 
considerably the prevalence of sea-
sickness among passengers is short-
ly to be placed on the American 
market, according to a report in 
the "New York Times". The de-
vice is said to reduce the rolling 
motion of a ship through the use 
of retractable fins, called hydro-
foils, which, attached to shafts so 
that they can be adjusted automat-
ically to counter the rolling mo-
tion, project from the side of the 
vessel below ttne waterline amid-
ships. The device was, it is stated, 
developed in England prior to the 
war, and was used successfully by 
the Admiralty, it being installed 
on 114 British warships, and also 
on a number of cross-Channel 
steamers. It is claimed that the re-
duction of rolling averages about 
75 per cent, and even in the dif-
ficult case of a heavy quartering 
sea causing yawing, the reductiqn 
is about 60 per cent. 

L U X U R Y A M E R I C A N 

LINERS 

The three ycssels being built for 
the American President Lines are 
on the stocks side by side at Cam-
den, New Jersey, in varying stages 
of construction. The most ad-
vanced, the "President Jackson", 
is scheduled for delivery next Dee-
ember, followed by the "President 
Adams" in February 1951, and 
the "President Hayes" two months 
later. The new vessels are expect-
ed to attract wide attention be-
cause of their ultra-modern stream-
lining, the profile being distinguish-

ed by the absence of funnels. 
Coating 12,000,000 dollars each, 
the liners will be combination pas-
senger-cargo ships with accom-
modation for 200 persons in first 
class space, and 500,000 cubic feet 
of cargo space. 

FAST S U P E R U N E R 
The keel was laid last month at 

the Newport News Ship Building 
and Dry Dock .Company's yard 
at Newport News, Virginia, of the 
United States Lines' new super-

liner, with which it is hoped to 

a new Adant ic speed record. T o 
be 980 feet overall in length, with 
a beam of 101J feet and a depth 
of 74 feet, her gross tonnage is 
listed as 60,000; while her pro-
pelling machinery will develop a 
total horsepower of 118,500, de-
signed to drive her at 31 knots. 
This compares with the following 
horsepowers of other Atlantic 
monsters: "Queen Mary", 158,000; 
"Normandie", 160,000; "Rex" , 
120,000; "Conte de Savoia", 
110,000; "Bremen", 96,800; and 

tthe old "Mauretania", 68,000. 

STREAMERS FAREWELL HIMALAYA 

Farawall streamers l a cad the air a i tha P. a n d O . linar " H i m a l a y a " loff Py rmont 

on Febr i iery 24th with mora than 1,000 pas senger s . 

' S . M . H e r a l d Photo. 
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News of the World s Navies 
ENDURANCE TESTS 

The ability of men to survive 
in conditions of extreme cold at 
sea is the subject of experiments 
being carried out this year in the 
Arctic under the auspices of the 
Royal Navy. They have been de-
signed by Dr. E. M. Glaser and 
Professor R. A. McCance of the 
Department of Experimental Me-
dicine, University of Cambridge, 
for the Survival at Sea Sub-Com-
mittec of the Royal Naval Per-
sonnel Research Committee. In 
the experiments, six to ten men 
will be placed in the new types of 
Naval Life Float in the Arctic at 
air temperatures of —10 to -—15 
degress Centigrade, in a gale. 

RATIONS AND RECORDS 
The men in the Naval Life 

Floats will wear survivors' suits, 
and will be exposed for periods of 
three to five days. They will be 
given two sets of Survival Rations: 
(a) a complete J,000 calories diet, 
(b) a minimum ration of 1,500 
calories. The rations will consist 
of toffee, dehydrated fruit block, 
biscuits and condensed sweetened 
milk. Each man will also be given 
approximately one pint of water 
daily which may be carried in tins, 
or produced by a new type of Sea-
Water Still now being tested. Re-
cords will be kept of the physio-
logical and psychological reactions 
of the men. 

CREEPING SUBMARINE 
According to a report in the 

"New York Herald Tribune", a 
midget submarine which can creep 
on the sea bed on tractor treads, 
is being tested at Marathon, Flo-
rida, by its inventors—Halley H. 
Hamlin and Orville Sodders, and 
a former Navy deep-sea diver, Bill 
Edwards. The submarine is only 
12 feet long, but can remain sub-
merged for 64 hours with one man 
or for 32 hours with a full two-
man crew; and it can make four-
and-a-half knots for .four hours, 

enough to cover 20 miles with one 
battery charge. The submarine is 
being tested for its possibilities as 
an explorer, rescuer, and perhaps 
treasure hunter. 

TROPICAL DRESS FOR 
WRENS 

A new tropical rig has been ap-
proved by His Majesty the King 
for W.R.E.N.S. Officers and Rat-
ings serving overseas, to be worn 
on ceremonial occasions, and at 
social functions when uniform has 
to be worn. In white bleached 
mercerised drill, with a belt of the 
same material, the new uniform 
has an open-necked collar with 
turned back reveres and with four 
buttons, whereas the old tropical 
dress buttoned to the neck with 
five buttons. The skirt of the new 
dress is slightly flared and has a 
single pocket inset, whereas the 
old dress had no flaij and a patch 
pocket. Officers, Chief Petty Of-
ficers and Petty Officers wear gilt 
buttons, other ratings white horn 
buttons. Officers wear shoulder 
straps to indicate rank. 

JET FIGHTERS FOR 
U.S. NAVY 

Carrier-based jet fighters in the 
600-jjlus-miles-an-hour class are 
now in quantity production for 
the Navy at the Grumman Air-
craft Engineering Corporation 
works at Bethpage, Long Island, 
U.S.A. Designated the F9F by the 
Navy, and known as the Panther, 
this latest model U.S. Navy fighter 
is powered by a Rolls Royce Nene 
Centrifugal type of jet engine ma-
nufactured in the U.S.A. by Pratt 
and Whitney Aircraft, a division 
of the United Aircraft Corpora-
tion. 

CHAPLAINS' HOURS 
To promote an interest in reli-

gious matters among officers and 
men of the Royal Navy, it has 
been decided to introduce a 
"Chaplain's Hour" in all H.M. 
Ships and Establishments, other 
than training establishments. It 

will consist of a period of not 
more than one hour every fort-
night which is to be set apart in 
working hours as Service condi-
tions permit. No officer or man is 
compelled to attend, but those who 
wish to do so are to be given fa-
cilities for the purpose. The 
"Chaplain's Hours" are to be run 
on discussion group lines and syl-
labi have been prepared for the 
use of chaplains of various deno-
minations. 

R.N. and R.N.Z.N. 
EXCHANGE FRIGATES 

Arrangements have been made 
between the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment and the New Zealand for 
an exchange of Naval units be-
tween the Royal New Zealand 
Navy and the Royal Navy. The 
first exchange, to take place this 
year, will be between two frigates 
of the R.N.Z.N., and two frigates 
of the Mediterranean Fleet. The 
two New Zealand frigates will 
leave the Dominion about the end 
of this month, arriving on the Me-
diterranean Station in April; leav-
ing the Mediterranean in Novem-
ber so as to arrive back in New 
Zealand in mid-December. The 
R.N. frigates for exchange duty 
are H.M.Ships "Veryan Bay" and 
"St. Austell Bay". All four ships 
win meet at Aden on both out-
wird and homeward passages. 
R.N. FRIGATES FOR EGYPT 

In reply to a question in the 
House of Commons recently, the 
Civil Lord of the Admiralty, Mr. 
W. J. Edwards, stated that six 
frigates have been transferred from 
the Royal Navy to Egypt during 
the last few months, and that the 
transfer of a seventh was then 
under negotiation. 

U.S. NAVY STUDIES 
ACOUSTICS 

Scientists of , the United States 
Navy are carrying out experiments 
in the effect of noises in a special 
room which has been put into ser-
vice at White Oak, Maryland. 

U Tha Navy 

The room is lined at top, sides 
and bottom with wedges of spongy, 
noise-absorbing fibre glass, the 
thin edges of which project in-
wards like the teeth of some mons-
trous medieval torture machine. 
These wedges have the general 
form of slices cut from a thick, 
round cake, and are set against 
the wall on their bases; the apex 
of the wedge extends 40 inches in-
wards towards the centre of the 
chamber. So sound-absorbent are 
they, that ordinary conversational 
tones are almost inaudible one or 
two feet away unless the speaker 
is directly facing the listener; and 
only a few tenths of one per cent 
of any sound generated within the 
room is reflected as an echo. Thus 
the Navy's scientists are able to 
study the noises in which they are 
interested in their "pure" form, 
without the» distortion of disturb-
ances of echoes. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE IN 

THE R.N. 

Detailed figures of Church at-
tendance in the Royal Navy are 
not available, but it is thought that 
fifteen per cent, is a reason-
able estimate. When compulsory 
Church parades were abandoned 
there was at first a very sharp de-
cline in the attendance; but there, 
has been a marked improvement 
during the last twelve months. 

U.S. MARITIME ACADEMY 

TRAINING CRUISE 

One hundred and ninety mid-
shipmen of the Maine Maritime 
Academy, U.S.A., arc at present 
training afloat on a cruise in the 
Academy's training ship "Ame-
rican Sailor". The "American 
Sailor" left Castine, Maine, on the 
21st. January, and her cruise em-
braced Kingston and Nassau in 
the West Indies, Vera Cruz in 
Mexico, and New Orleans, Balti-
more, and New York, which latter 
port she reaches this month. 

BELGIUM ACQUIRES 
BRITISH MINESWEEPERS 
H.M.Ships "Liberty" and "Cad-

mus", two of several minesweepers 
being transferred from the Royal 
Navy to the Belgian Government, 
were handed over in December, 
and more transfers are being ef-
fected this year. 

GRAVE OF RUPERT 
BROOKE 

The destroyer H.M.S. "Sluys" 
(Commander A. J. F. Milne-
Home, R.N.) recently visited Port 
Trebuki, on the island of Skyros 
in the Aegean carrying Rear-Ad-
miral R. K. Dickson, D.S.O., head 
of the British Naval Mission, 
Greece, who wished to see Rupert 
Brooke's grave on the island. Rear-
Admiral Dickson has great per-
sonil interest in the grave, as he 
was midshipman in charge of the 
boats at Rupert Brooke's funeral 
on the night of 23rd. April, 1915. 
Rear-Admiral Dickson is probably 
now the only serving officer who 
was at Port Trebuki at the time. 

The only person he has met of re-
cent years who was present at the 
funeral is Sir Bernard " Freyberg, 
then a Major, and now Governor-
General of New Zealand. 

PLATE BATTLE MEMORIAL 
British names will be prominent 

in the memorial of the River Plate 
Battle which Uruguay is establish-
ing at Punta del Este, a seaside 
resort about 100 miles from Mon-
tevideo. One of the anchors of 
H.M.S. "Ajax" has been present-
ed to Uruguay by the Admiralty, 
and will be incorporated in tbe 
memorial, the foundation stone oT 
which has been laid, and which 
will bear the inscription ' T o the 
Defenders of Democracy—Naval 
Battle of Punta del Este— 13th. 
December, 1939". The monument 
will be in a park to be known as 
"Plaza Gran Bretana"; the main 
street leading to the park will be 
named "Almirante Harwood", and 
other roads leading to it will bear 
the names of "Ajax", "Exeter", 
and "Achilles". 

N A U T I C A L Q U I Z 
(1) Considering birds, beasts, and fishes, do you know where 

the following landmarks are? (a) The Lizard; (b) 
Bustard Heads; (c) Schnapper Rock; (d) Shark Bay; 
(e) Wolf Rock; (f) The Turtle Group; and (g) The 
Lioness (but she is in a foreign tongue). 

(2) Do you know the port of Lima, the capital of Peru? 
(3) What type are the following winds, and where are they 

encountered? (a) Gregale; (b) Harmattan; (c) Khamsin; 
(d) Mistral; (e) Pampero; (f) Sirocco. 

(4) Do you know another name for the Yellow River? 
(5) The name "Persic" is being revived on the United 

Kingdom-Australia run. Do you remember the names of 
the old "Persic's" four companions? 

(6) What is the "continental shelf'? 
(7) Who was the German Naval Commander-in-Chief at the 

outbreak of (a) the 1914-18 war; (b) the 1939-45 war? 
(8) In ship construction, what is the opposite to "tumblehome"? 
(9) Since we are dealing with the sea generally, and fishing 

is of the sea, do you happen to know what part a "huer" 
plays in fishing? 

(10) What is a Bill of Lading? 
(Answers on peg* 47) 
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NAUTICAL 

QUESTION BOX 
C O N D U C T E D B Y 

Captain R. C. C. Dunn, A.I.N.A., London 
Reader s are invited to tend in any quer ies on nautical matters, a n d we shall 

endeavour to answer them in these columns. 

R. N. Duffield (Inkerman 
Street, St. Kilda) asks for a list 
of all the ships of the Blue Star 
Line lost in the War of 1939-45. 

Here is a list which includes 
marine casualties, enemy sinkings, 
and also includes the ships under 
the Blue Star management, but 
owned by the Ministry of Trans-
port, London. 

"Ionic Star," 5,602 tons, wreck-
ed Northern Ireland, 17-10-1939. 

"Doric Star," 10,093 tons, sunk 
by German armoured cruiser "Ad-
miral Graf Spee", in position 
19° 15' South, 5°5, East, 2-12-
1939. 

"Sultan Star," 12,306 tons, sunk 
by a submarine torpedo in position 
48°54" North, 10°3' West, 14-2-
1940. One life lost. 

"Adelaide Star," 11,900 tons, 
captured in builders' yard during 
the occupation of Denmark by 
Germans in April, 1940. She was 
completed for the Germans on 16-
11-1940 as a blockade runner, and 
was reported sunk off the Dutch 
coast In 1944, but further details 
are lacking. 

"Wellington Star," 13,212 tons, 
sunk by a German submarine tor-
pedo in position 42° 39' North, 
17°01' West, 16-6-1940. No lives 
lost. 

"Avelona Star", 13,375 tons, 
sunk by a submarine torpedo in 
position 46° 46' North, 12° 17 
West, 30-6-1940. Four men miss-
ing, probably killed by torpedo ex-
plosion. 

"Arandora Star", 15,500 tons, 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
J5°20' North, 10° 33' West, 2 /7 / 
1940. On her last passage she car-
ried 1,673 persons all told, made 
up by crew 174; military guard 
200; German interned males 479; 
German POWs 86; Italian intern-
ed males 734. The prisoners pa-

nicked badly, the Germans with 
their usual arrogance, just smash-
ing anyone who stood in their 
way. Casualties were the Captain 
and 12 officers with 42 others of 
the crew; 37 members of the mi-
litary guard; 470 Italians and 243 
Germans—a total death roll of 805 
persons of 1,673 carried. The mi-
litary guard behaved magnificently 
in the difficult conditions they 
found themselves in. 

"Auckland Star", 13,212 tons, 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
52°17' North, 12°3$, West, 28-7-
1940. No lives lost. 

"Napier Star", 10,115 tons, 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
58°58' North, 23°13 West, 18-
12-1940. Crew 82, passengers 17 
got away in four boats. Three 
boats never again seen, one boat 
picked up by Swedish steamer 
"Vaalaren" in heavy seas two days 
later, 15 survivors including three 
ladies. 

"Almeda Star", 14,934 tons, 
sunk hy submarine torpedo, in 
58°16, North, 13°40' West, 17-1-
1941. Radio message was received 
from her, reporting torpedoing 35 
miles North of Rockall. Weather 
was very bad and despite searches 
by destroyers and other ships, no 
boat, wreckage, bodies or anything 
was ever found of the 360 persons 
on board. 

"Afric Star", 11,900 tons, sunk 
by German auxiliary cruiser "Kor-
moran" in 8°0' North, 25°0' West, 
approximately. Crew numbered 
72, with 2 gunners and 2 lady 
passengers; all taken aboard "Kor-
moran", transferred to German 
tanker "Nordmark", then to pri-
son ship "Portland" for transport 
to Bordeaux. "Portland" was set 
on fire by three British seamen in 
the hopes that the smoke would be 

seen by British ships. "Afric Star" 
was sunk on 29-1-1941. 

"Rodney Star", 11,802 tons, 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 5°3' 
North, 19°2' West, 16-5-1941. N o 
lives lost. Boats were 6 to 8 days 
at sea. 

"Imperial Star", 12,427 tons, 
was sunk by aircraft torpedo 
(enemy), and depth charges from 
H.M.S. "Oribi" on Malta convoy, 
28-9-1941, position 37°31, North, 
10°46' Enst. 

"Tacoma Star", 7,924 tons, was 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
37°33' North, 69°21' West, 1-2-
1942. Radio distress signal was re-
ceived from her from a position 
380 miles east of Hampton Roads, 
but despite an intense search, no 
trace of wreckage, boats or bodies 
were ever found. Berlin radio, on 
6-2-1941, reported that the ship 
had been sunk. All 94 members of 
crew lost. « 

"Scottish Star", 7,224 tons, was 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
13°24' North, 49°36" West, 20-2-
1942. Four members of engine 
room staff were killed; three boats 
picked up by H.M.S. "Diomede", 
fourth boat sailed 600 miles to 
land. No other casualties. 

"Avila Star", 14,443 tons, was 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
38°4' North, 22°46" West, 5-7-
1942. Total persons on board num-
bered 199, of whom 73 perished. 
Some boats seven days at sea in 
heavy weather before being picked 
up. 

"Viking Star", 6,445 tons, was 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 6°0' 
North, 14°0' West, approximate, 
25-8-1942. Eight lives lost. 

"Tuscan Star", 11,449 tons, was 
sunk by a submarine torpedo in 
1°34' North, 11°39' West, 6-9-
1942. Crew of 88 and 25 passen-
gers (excepting nine men lost when 
torpedo exploded) got away in 
three boats, one of which was pick-
ed up by the' Orient liner "Otran-
to", then in Government service. 
The other two boats reached 
safety. 

"Andalucia Star", 14,492 tons, 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
6°38' North, 15°46' West, 6-10-
1942. Crew of 170, and 83 pas-
sengers, including 22 ladies and 3 
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children, of whom four lives, in-
cluding die stewardess, were lost. 
The boats and rafts were picked 
up by H.M. corvette "Petunia". 

"Empire Star", 12,656 tons, was 
sunk by a submarine torpedo in 
48° 14' North, 26"22' West, 23-
10-42. Four of the engine room 
staff were killed by the explosion, 
the rest of the ship's complement 
getting away in three boats. Two 
boats were picked up two days 
later by H.M. sloop "Black Swan" 
(with "Amethyst" in the China 
trouble recently) but Captain Ca-
pon's boat with 38 people in it, 
has never been heard of since. 

"Pacific Star", 7,951 tons, was 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
29°f6, North, 20°57" West, 27-
10-1942. No casualties. 

"Dunedin Star", 12,891 tons, 
was wrecked near Cape Frio, 
South West Africa, 29-11-1942. 
N o casualties. Described in an 
earlier Nautical Question Box. 

"California Star", 8,293 tons, 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
43°32' North, 37°20' West, 4-3-
1943. Crew of 70 and 4 passen-
gers got away in one boat and 
some rafts. Eleven days later, the 
boat reached Flores, but the rafts 
were never found. Fifty one lives 
were lost. 

"Empire Lakeland", 7,015 tons, 
was sunk by a submarine torpedo 
in 58° North and 15° West, es-
timated, 11-3-1943. Lost near 
Rockall, no wreckage, boats or 
bodies found, no survivors. 

"Canadian Star", 8,300 tons, 
sunk by submarine torpedo in 
53°24' North, 28°34' West, 18-3-
43. Crew of 69 and 22 passen-
gers. Survivors were all picked up 
out of the ice cold water within 
two hours but 32 perished. H.M. 
corvettes "Anemone" and "Penny-
wort" made rescue. 

"Celtic Star", 5,574 tons, was 
sunk by a submarine torpedo in 
4° 16, North, 17°44' West, 29-3-
1943. Crew of 64 and 2 passen-
gers. Two lives lost, one man 
taken prisoner by submarine. Boats 
picked up by H.M.S. "Wast-
water". 

"Melbourne Star", 12,805 tons, 
sunk by submarine torpedo in es-
timated position 28 5' North, 
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J7°30' West, 2-4-1943. She was 
on her way from Liverpool to Syd-
ney, N.S.W., by way of Panama 
Canal, with a crew of 86, and 31 
passengers. Her cargo comprised 
torpedoes, ammunition and mili-
tary equipment. When 480 miles 
south east of Bermuda, in very 
bad weather, she was struck by 
two torpedoes which detonated the 
cargo. Three quarters of the ship 
was destroyed immediately, and at 
daylight the next day, only two 
rafts remained with eleven people 
on them. Thirty-eight days after 
the ship sank, an American flying 
boat sighted one of the rafts, and, 
landing on the sea, rescued the 
only four survivors, flying them to 
hospital at Bermuda in two and a 
half hours. The other raft and its 
occupants were never seen again. 
A total of 113 lives lost. 

"Royal Star", 7,900 tons, was 
sunk by an aircraft torpedo in 
37°2' North, 3°41' East, 20-4-44. 

"Empire Javelin", 7,200 tons, 
was sunk by a submarine torpedo « 
in 50°4' North, 1°0' West, 28-12-
1944. She was bound from South-
ampton to Havre with 1,448 U.S. 
soldiers on board when she was 
sunk. Four men of the engine room 
staff were killed at once, all the 
troops and the crew, excepting six 
ship's officers and three of the 
crew, were taken off. All day, 
these men waited for salvage tugs 
to arrive, but about 5.15 p.m. a 
second torpedo hit the ship, and 
she was practically blown to pieces. 
Three more of the men remaining 
in the ship were lost. 

A total of twenty-nine ships 
with a gross tonnage of 309,390, 
were lost' during the war. Space 
precludes anything more than 
meagre details of the losses being 
described, but should you require 
more particulars of any individual 
ship, write again. 

W . Heptonstall, Arncliffe, N. 
S.W., asks for information of the 
ship "Lochee", in which he arrived 
in Sydney in 1883. 

"Lochee" was an iron full rigged 
ship of 1,670 tons nett, and 1,753 
tons gross, built in 1874 by Ale-
xander Stephen and Sons, Dundee, 
for the Dundee Clipper Line, of 
Dundee, and was a general trader 

under the Red Enagn for many 
years. In 1882, she made a fast 
passage from Calcutta to Dundee 
via the Cape of Good of Hope in 
90 days. In 1905 she was sold to 
John Rivell of Nystad, Russia, but 
retained her old name. Captain 
Gustav Erikson, later to be famous 
as the last owner of a square rigged 
fleet, had her as his last seagoing 
command in 1913 before becoming 
a shipowner. The "Lochee" was 
later sold to Spanish owners and 
renamed "Joaquin Pujol", and on 
29th November, 1929, she arrived 
at Savona, Italy, to be broken up, 
after a long career of steady ser-
vice. Her dimensions were 264.2 
feet long by 39.0 feet beam by 23.4 
feet deep. Her forecastle was 45 
feet long and her poop 50 feet 
long, giving good space for pas-
senger accommodation. 

Edward A. Nash, West Preston, 
Victoria, asks for information of 
the Cunard liner "Etruria". 

The "Etruria" was built in 1884, , 
by John Elder and Company, Glas-
gow, being completed in Septem-
ber of that year. Her gross ton-
nage was 8,120, her dimensions 
being 501.6 feet long by 57.2 feet 
beam by 38.2 feet deep. She was 
of steel construction, had two 
large funnels and three masts, and 
was driven by a single screw 
coupled to a three cylintfcr reci-
procating engine of 1,559 nominal 
horsepower. On trials "Etruria" 
averaged more than twenty knots 
for over six hours, so that with 
her sister ship "Umbria", she was 
to bring the Blue Riband of the 
Atlantic back to the Cunard Line. 
These two ships were amongst the 
last single crew ships in that service. 
She continued in the Atlantic pas-
senger service until 1902, when 
she broke her propeller shaft in 
heavy weather in mid-Atlantic. 
She was taken in tow by the Ley-
land cargo steamer "William 
Cliff", which towed "Etruria" 780 
miles in ten days to the Azores. 
"Etruria" and her cargo were 
valued' at £215,000 and the own-
ers, captain and Clew of the "Wil-
liam Cliff" were awarded £11,000 
salvage, a rather poor reward 
which aroused much comment at ' 
the time. ^ 

Continued oa p*fe 4t 
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MELBOURNE REGATTA LAST MONTH 
T h e A n n u a l Melbourne Regat ta Of T h e Little Ship 
C lub W a s Held In G o o d W e a t h e r O n Hobson ' s Bay 
O n 12th February A n d At t r ac t ed M a n y Entries. 

THE weather was on the side of 
the Little Ship Club when it 

held its Fourth Annual Melbourne 
Regatta on Sunday, l l th Febru-
ary, in Hobson's Bay. The day was 
bright and sunny, quite warm on 
the water, and a brisk but not un-
pleasant breeze came away from 
the south soon after lunch, making 
conditions perfect for the various 
types of racing which took place. 

H.M.A.S. "Latrobe" (Lieuten-
ant R. J. Scrivenor, R.A.N.) was 
Flagship of the Regatta, and an-
chored off Middle Park at 10 a.m. 
The First Naval Member and 
Chief of the Naval Staff, Rcar-
Admiral J. A. Collins, C.B., cm-« 
barked in his barge at St. Kilda 
Pier, and boarded the Flagship at 
noon, being received on board by 
the Commanding Officer, and 
Commodore L.M. Walsh of the 
Little Ship Club, and the Racing 
Committee. 

The programme of racing in-
cluded the Lonsdale Cup, 1950; a 

Naval Whaler Race; a Shark Boat 
Race; and the Victorian Motor 
cruiser Championships, 1950; the 
principal prize of the meeting 
being the Lonsdale Cup and £100, 
presented by "The Age" and "The 
Leader". Racing was conducted 
under the auspices of the Aus-
tralian Power Boat Association; 
the total prize money amounting 
to £370, which was accompanied 
by Trophies. The races were over 
courses between Williamstown, 
Middle Brighton, St. Kilda and 
Port Melbourne. 

The Little Ship Club was form-
ed at the end of the war, when 
Commodore Showers, R.A.N., on 
the occasion of the old R.A.N.V. 
R. (Naval Auxiliary Patrol) being 
place in reserve, suggested that a 
club comprising its elements should 
be formed, to retain in cadre the 
necessary organisation for a future 
emergency. The staff of the R.A. 
N.V.R. (N.A.P.) Victoria, upon 
which this task fell, enlarged the 

Tha tail p u t H . M . A . S . " L a t r o b e " a t 
tha Shark Boats at tha M e l b o u r n e Re-
gatta, with Reer -Admi re l J . A . Col l ins , 
C.B., watching f rom the b r i d ge of the 

flagship. 

O n e o f tha compet i tor s in tha W h a l e r Race . 

, scope to admit members of all 
small ships units, i.e. R.A.A.F. an-
cillaries and Army Water Trans-
port—and so the Club was born. 

The inauguration of the Lons-
dale Cup appeared modestly in the 
following year, instituted as an 
annual competition among motor 
cruisers within the Club and its 
sister clubs in Port Phillip Bay. 
The Cup Race has now developed 
into the Melbourne Regatta, 
which this year saw sixty Motor 
Cruisers afloat and coihpeting in 
the Lonsdale Cup and Australian 
Power Boat Association Cham-
pionships (Victorian Section); a 
Royal Australian Navy Whaler 
Race; and a Sharkboat Fisher-
men's Race. 

A feature of the Regatta was 
the Shark Boat sail past H.M.A. 
S. "Latrobe"—wearing the flag of 
Rear-Admiral Collins—their order 
of sailing being the order of race 
finish. A Service touch was added 
by the presence of Navy League 
Sea Cadets lining their decks. 
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The Whaler Race was compet-
ed over a course laid off St. Kilda 
by the following craft: 

K7 H.M-A.S. "Lonidalc" 
(Lieut. - Commander 
Cody) . 

Second C 
Flinders Naval Depot 

K14 (Lieut. - Commander 
Foater). 

Third K4 H.M.A.S. "Lonadlle 
I I " (Lieut. - Com-
mander Hal l ) . 

Fourth C 
Flinders Naval Depot 

K3 (Leading Seaman 
H o r n b y ) . 

LB 
H.M.A.S. "Latrobe" 

Kl (Lieut. - Commander 
Black). 

C 
Flinders Naval Depot 

K2 (Lieut. - Commander 
Dol lard) . 

Seventh M J 2 4 
H.M.A.S. "Gladstone" 

K (Lieut. - CommaniVr 
Millard). 

The Racing Committee consist-
ed of the Club Commodore, Com-
modore L. M. Walsh; the Chair-
man, N. Coulehan; Messrs. G. S. 
Fawcett; H. A. Fishley; E. White-
law; the Club Captain, A. E. Ree-
fer; and F. Trim. 

First 

Fifth 

Sixth 

ROBERT HENDERSON 

LIMITED 

THE 
SILK 
CENTRE 
• 

156 PITT STREET, 

SYDREY, R.S.W. 

T h e first line of defence fo r t he family . . . . . 
is undoubtedly a Life Assurance Policy, and the Policy 
contracts ittued by The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance 
are designed to provide the strongest possible defence for 
the family. 

They may be obtained by payment of instalments, weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or yearly. 

Write for booklet to . . . 

The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society 
Limited 

316 C O L L I N S S T R E E T , M E L B O U R N E , C . l . 

FOR ALL . . . 

BOAT & YACHT GEAR 

BROOMFIELDS LTD. 
All Quotations attended to immediately 

Phorie: M4801 
BROOMFIELDS LTD., 152 SUSSEX ST. (near King St.), SYDNEY 

^CASK YOUR GROCER 

SMORGONS 
C A N N E D M E A T S 
Your Grocer stocks and recommends S M O R G O N S C A N N E D 
MEATS. Prepared in a most up-to-date factory and supplied 

f rom S M O R G O N S own Abattoirs. 

NORMAN SMORGON 8c SONS PTY. LTD. 
S O M M E R V I L L E R O A D , B R O O K L Y N , V I C 
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THE AUSTRALIA STATION 1800-1900 
In This Brief Review A Correspondent W h o Has 
Carried Out Considerable Research IntH The Matter 
Tells Of The Ships On The Australia Station Towards 

The End Of Last Century. 

DURING the Eighteen Seven-
ties, proposals were made 

for the cooperation by the Colonics 
in the Naval Defence of Australia, 
but these were not followed up. 

In 1884, Rear-Admiral George 
Tryon, the first Flag Officer to 
command the Australia Station, 
was appointed, and on his arrival 
early in 1885 he began a series of 
meetings with the Colonial Gov-
ernments to obtain their views on 
greater assistance in the naval de-
fence of the continent The Flag-
ship on the Station at the time 
was H.M.S. "Nelson", 7,630 tons, 
built of iron, with a belt of arm-
our over portion of the waterline. 
She was barque-rigged, and was 
armed with rifled muzzle-loading 
guns; her speed was 14 knots, and 
she carried on davits two second-
class torpedo boats each of 63 feet 
length; and she had altogether five 
boats that could operate spar tor-
pedoes. Built in 1876, she had ar-
rived in Australian waters in 1882 
to relieve H.M.S. "Wolverene", 
1,700 tons, a wooden corvette 
which was subfequently given to 
the New South Wales Naval Bri-
gade for use as a training ship. 

Other ships on the Station in 
1885 were the "Diamond", 1,950 
tons, a ship-rigged wooden corvette 
of 12 knots, armed with rifled 
muzzle-loading guns and built in 
1874; the "Opal", of 1,860 tons, 
a composite corvette armed with 
muzzle-loading guns, and built in 
1875; the "Miranda", a composite 
sloop of 1,170 tons; the "Myrmi-
don"; the "Raven", a composite 
gunboat of 465 tons; the "Swin-
ger", a composite gunboat; and the 
schooners "Undine", "Harrier", 
"Lark" and "Dart". 

In the early Seventies, five 
armed schooners, "Alacrity", "Bea-
gle", "Conflict", "Renard" and 
"Sandfly", each of 120 tons, were 

built at Sydney. These were sold 
in 1882, and their places taken by 
the composite gunboats "Raven" 
and "Swinger" in 1885. 

"Myrmidon", in 1885, had re-
lieved "Espiegle", 1,170-ton com-
posite sloop, which had been on 
the Station since 1882. In 1886 
"Myrmidon" was relieved by "Ra-
pid", 1,420 tons, composite cor-
vette, barque-rigged and of 13 
knots, and armed with two 6" 
breech-loading and ten 5" breech-
loading guns. "Rapid" was built 
in 1883, and had a protective deck 
over portions of her length. 

A Colonial Conference was held 
in London in 1887, and among 
the subjects discussed was Naval 
Defence. In May, an agreement 
was reached by which the Imperial 
Government was to provide a 
squadron of five protected cruisers 
and two torpedo gunboats for the 
protection of floating trade and 
certain ports on the Australia Sta-
tion, this squadron to be additional 
to the Imperial Squadron main-
tained on the Station. Two of the 
cruisers and one torpedo gunboat 
would be placed in reserve. The 
ships were not to be used off the 
Station without the permission of 
the Australian Governments. The 
Australian Colonies and New Zea-
land were to pay five per cent of 
the cost, and an amount not ex-
ceeding £91,000 annually towards 
maintenance. 

The year 1887 saw the arrival 
on the Station of H.M.S. "Cal-
liope", a barque-rigged steel cor-
vette of 2,770 tons, which had 
been built in 1884 with a partially 
protected deck, and which mount-
ed four 6" and twelve 5" breech-
loading guns, and had a speed of 
14 knots. This year, also, the 890-
ton composite sloop "Egeria" re-
placed "Lark"—which was sold in 
November 1887. . 

In 1888 "Nelson" was relieved 
by "Orlando" as Flagship. "Or-
lando" was an armoured cruiser of 
5,600 tons, armed with two 9.2" 
and ten 6" breech-loading guns— 
the 9.2" guns being one each, with 
a curved protecting deck, at the 
bow and stern. "Orlando" had a 
narrow belt of armour along the 
sides between forecastle and quar-
terdeck. Built in 1886, she had a 
speed of 17 knots. 

This year, H.M.S. "Diamond" 
was relieved on the Station by 
"Royalist", a barque-rigged com-
posite corvette of 1,420 tons, 
mounting two 6" and ten 5" guns 
and partially armoured, built in 
1883. At this time it was decided 
to dispose of all vessels using sail 
only, and the schooners "Undine" 
and "Harrier" were sold, and the 
715-ton composite gunboat "Li-
zard" replaced them. 

It >was during August of this 
year, 1888, that orders were placed 
in Britain for the ships of the 1887 
Colonial Conference agreement, 
which later constituted what war 
known as the "Auxiliary Squad-
ron". In December, names were 
proposed for them, these being, for 
the cruisers, "Pandora", "Pelo-
rus", "Persian", "Phoenix" and 
"Psyche"; and for the torpedo 
gunboats, "Wizard" and "Whit-
ing". 

In the following year, in March 
1889, "Calliope" survived the hur-
ricane at Apia through the ready 
seamanship o f her Commanding 
Officer, Captain Kane. In October 
she sailed for England, but owing 
to tension with Portuguese East 
Africa she was held there and did 
not reach Portsmouth until April, 
1890. Also in 1889 "Opal" was re-
lieved by "Curacao", a barque-
rigged steel corvette, armed with 
two 7" and ten 6" rifled muzzle-
leading guns, built in 1878 with a 
partially protected deck; and in 
the same year "Myrmidon" was 
relieved by "Rambler", a com-
posite gun vessel of 835 tons; 
while "Goldfinch", a composite 
gunboat of 805 tons, replaced 
"Raven". H.M.S. "Cordelia", a 
barque-rigged steel corvette of 
2,380 tons, which was serving on 
the China Station, was appointed 
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to relieve "Calliope", and left 
Hong Kong in February 1890, and 
after calling at Darwin cruised 
around New Guinea, the Solo-
mons, and jther island groups, 
taking part in some punitive opera-
tions, and arrived at Sydney in 
October, 1880. Built in 1881, 
"Cordelia" was armed with ten 
6" breech-lc. ding guns, and had a 
partially protected deck. 

"Myrmidon", on her departure 
from Australia, had gone to China 
on survey work, where she was 
condemned; "Rambler" was there-
upon recalled to that Station, her 
place on the Australia Station 
being taken by ','Penguin", a com-
posite sloop of 1,120 tons which 
had just been converted for sur-
vey duty. In August, 1890, "Ege-
ria" was recalled to England. Early 
the following year, "Swinger" was 
relieved on the Station by "Ring-
dove", a composite gunboat of 805 
tons. 

That June—1891—there was an 
unfortunate accident in "Corde-
lia". While she was engaged in 
gun drill between Fiji and Nou-
mea, one of her guns burst, killing 
five, mortally wounding one, and 
wounding 13 others of her ship's 
company. 

In September 1891 the ships of 
the "Auxiliary Squadron" reached 
the Station. They had been re-
named with Australian names, the 
proposed names, "Pandora", "Pe-
lorus", "Persian", "Phoenix", 
"Psyche", "Whiting" and "Wi-
zard" having become "Katoomba", 
"Mildura", "Wallaroo", 'Tau-
ranga", "Ringarooma",, "Boome-
rang" and "Karrakatta" respect-
ively. The cruisers were of 2,575 
tons, of 16 knots and mounting 
eight 4.7" guns; the torpedo gun-
boats were of 735 tons. Shortly 
after their arrival, "Wallaroo', 
"Mildura" and "Karrakatta" were 
placed in reserve; their crews re-
commissioned "Curacao", "Li-
zard", and "Rapid" from reserve. 

In January 1892 "Cordelia" 
sailed for England. "Curacao" sail' 
ed for England in December, 1894, 
and "Pylades", a barque-loading 

g u n « - A e had been built in 1884 
—arrived in February. 1895, to 
relieve her. 

Early in 1897, 'Torch", a steel 
sloop of 960 tons, replaced "Ring-
dove" on the station; and later in 
the year "Pylades", whose boilers 
were in bad condition, was re-
called to Britain for overhaul, sail-
ing from Australia in January 
1898. Her place was taken by 
"Porpoise", built in 1886 of 1,630 
tons and mounting six 6" guns. 
Early in 1898 "Orlando" was re-
lieved as Flagship by "Royal Ar-
thur", a cruiser of 7,700 tons built 
in 1891; she mounted one 9.2" and 
twelve 6" guns, and had a speed of 
19 knots. That year also "Mo-
hawk", built in 1886 of 1,630 tons 
and mounting six 6" guns, reliev-
ed "Rapid" on the Station, and 
"Lizard" was replaced by "Ring-
dove". In the meantime, "Pyla-
des" completed her reft in Britain, 
and returned to the Australia Sta-
tion to relieve "Royalist" early in 
1899. 

In July 1900, on the outbreak 
of the Boxer Rebellion, "Mo-
hawk", "Wallaroo" and "Lizard" 
were despatched to China. 
"Archer" was sent to the Austra-
lia Station to replace "Mohawk", 
and reached Sydney in November 
1900. She was a sister ship to 
"Porpoise" and "Mohawk", but 
had only two masts. All the ves-
sels of the "Archer" class were 
originally three-masted schooners, 
but some had the mainmast re-
moved. 

It was during the late Nineties 
that Germany began to build up 
her Navy as a threat to British 
Sea Power. Late in 1904 Lord 
Fisher became First Sea Lord, and 
he immediately introduced a policy 
of disposing of all old, weak, or 
insufficiently speedy vessels which 
had been built during the experi-
mental period around the Eighties. 
Many of the ships which were dis-
posed of had been on the Australia 
Station. 
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BERMUDA NAVAL BASE 
With Its Future In Doubt, It Is Possible That The 
America And West Indies Squadron Will Be Based 
On Britain. 

THE Parliamentary Secretary of 
of the Admiralty (the Rt. 

Hon. John Dougdale, M P.)., to-
gether with the Fourth Sea Lord 
(Vice-Admiral H. A. Packer, C. 
B., C.B.E.) and the. Deputy Sec-
retary of the Admiralty (Mr. R. 
R. Powell, C.M.G.) proceeded by 
air to Bermuda early in January 
to discuss with the local authorities 
certain proposals affecting the 
future of the naval establishments 
in the Colony. An Assistant 
Under-Secretary of State from the 
Colonial Office (Mr. G. F. Seel, 
C.M.G.) accompanied the Ad-
miralty delegation. 

It was subsequently revealed in 
a statement issued to the press 
shortly before the delegation re-
turned to the United Kingdom 
that the possibility of closing the 
naval dockyard in the Colony had 
been discussed. The text of the an-
nouncement read:— 

"Discussions have been taking 
place during the past week between 
a delegation from the Admiralty 
and representatives of the Ber-
muda Government regarding the 
possibility of so reorganising the 
America and West Indies Squad-
ron as to enable the Royal Navy 
to dispense with the use of the 
dockyard and other shore establish-
ments in Bermuda. While this 
would have various important ad-
vantages, not least the substantial 
economy resulting from the closing 
of the Bermuda dockyard, its prob-
able effects upon Bermuda have to 
be carefully considered. The im-
plications have been fully examin-
ed in a seri& of frank and friend-
ly meetings at which a Colonial 
Office representative was present, 
and the Admiralty delegation is 
now returning to London to report 
to the Government." 

The Parliamentary and Finan-
cial Secretary to the Admiralty, 
who led the delegation, told a cor-
respondent of "The Times", Lon-
don. that it was unlikely that the 

34 

Government would reach any final 
decision on the matter before the 
General Election and emphasised 
that the delegation had been in the 
closest consultation with the Ber-
muda Government. From Bermuda 
it was also reported by "The 
Times" that the proposals are part 
of a plan to produce as much 
economy and efficient operation as 
possible in Royal Naval establish-
ments. Between £800,000 and 
£900,000 a year 'is spent by the 
Royal Navy in Bermuda, exclud-
ing what the men themselves 
spend. 

The Bermuda Dockyard is more 
expensive to run in relation to its 
usefulness than any other. Wages 
are necessarily high, and the estab-
lishment is old and too small to be 
run economically. If the change 
in organisation is put into effect 
the America and West Indies 
Squadron will be based in Britain 
instead of Bermuda, but there is 
no intention of reducing the squad-
ron's strength. Nor is there any 
intention of consolidating British 
and American facilities in Ber-
muda. 

The Bermuda House of Assem-
bly has since considered in secret 
session a message from the Gov-
ernor and has announced that 
"after a century and a quarter's 
association with the dockyard and 
an even longer association with 
the Royal Navy"; it was shocked 
to learn that it was now thought 
necessary to abolish the establish-
ment. 

A reply has been sent to the 
Governor suggesting that a dele-
gation be sent to explain to the 
highest authority in H.M. Govern-
ment why the Bermuda Govern-
ment considers that the dockyard 
should be retained as a "live" 
establishment and Bermuda as a 
base for the America and West 
Indies Squadron. 

It was not until nearly three 
centuries after the discovery of 

\ 

Bermuda which has been attribut-
ed to the Spanish Mariner Juan 
Bermudez in 1515, that the cons-
truction of a dockyard was re-
commended to the Admiralty. 

The islands were taken over by 
the Crown in 1684 and during the 
following century there were re-
ports of ships being fitted out 
there "to carry on fishery in the 
distant seas" and about the theft 
of a store of gunpowder, which 
was rumoured to have found its 
way into American hands. 

With the approach of the Ame-
rican W a r of 1812-15, Bermuda 
increased in strategic importance 
and in 1794 the aonstruction of a 
dockyard was recommended to Ad-
miralty. Ireland Island was se-
lected for the purpose and work 
began in January, 1810. To carry 
it out convicts were imported from 
England and some 9,000 English 
criminals were sent out, the num-
ber at one time actually employed, 
being over 1,500. 

The first Commissioner is be-
lieved to have been appointed 
about 1810 and during the Ame-
rican war the establishment was 
considerably increased. A Naval 
hospital was built in 1814, a year 
when officials stationed on the 
island petitioned the Admiralty 
for a rise in salary because of the 
"very high prices of the neces-
saries of life and the inadequacy 
of the salaries which have hitherto 
been allowed". 

After the cessation of hostilities 
with America it was found neces-
sary to make alterations and addi-
tions at Bermuda and the signi-
ficance of the dockyard rose and 
declined in importance on a num-
ber of occasions. The appoint-
ment of an Admiral-Superinten-
dent was discontinued in 1838 and 
a Naval Store keeper took charge. 

It became an important Naval 
and Coaling Station in 1869 when 
a large iron dry dock was towed 
across the Atlantic and placed in 
a secure position in St. George. 

During World W a r II, Ber-
muda was an important base link 
in the anti-U-boat campaign in 
the Atlantic as a result of its geo-

C o n t i n u e d o n pago 3 5 

. f t * Navy 

OCEAN RESEARCH VOYAGE 
British Research Ship "William Scoresby" will Work 
Off The Northwest Coast, Especially Investigating 
The Migration Habits Of Whales, In July And August 

THE most important work to 
be carried out in 1950 by the 

British research ship "William 
Scoresby", which is at present 
making a survey of the Benguela 
Current off the coast of South 
West Africa, will be to mark 
whales off the north-west coast of 
Australia, * -hich work she will 
carry out during July and Au-
gust. 

The object of marking whales is 
to enable study to be made of 
their migrations. If time permits, 
some trawling may be carried out 
in Australian waters, and alto-
gether it is anticipated that about 
two months will be spent off the 
north-west coast engaged in the 
research into the habits of whales. 

The "William Scoresby"—nam-
ed after a famous Arctic whaling 
captain—left England in January 
on a voyage of ocean research in 
continuation of the work under-
taken before the recent war by 
the former Discovery Committee. 
She will, in the course of her voy-
age, vis't South African waters 
and make observations in the In-
dian Ocean before coming on to 
Australia. 

During the past twenty-five 
years the Discovery Committee has 
worked under the Colonial Office, 
and organised a series of expedi-
tions for scientific research, main-
ly in the Southern Ocean and An-
tarctic seas, but sometimes also in 
subtropical and tropical waters. 
The work is generally referred to 
as the "Discovery Investigations", 
and has been concerned principal-
ly with deep sea oceinography and 
especially with research on whales. 
The name "Discovery" was adopt-
ed because the work at sea began 
with Captain Scott's old ship, the 
"Discovery", which now lies off 
the Thames Embankment in the 
London River; but most of the in-
vestigations have been carried out 
with the Royal Research Ships 

"Discovery II" and "William 
Scoresby". 

"Discovery II" was built in 
1929, and was before the war en-
gaged in a deep sea survey of the 
whole Southern Ocean. The "Wil - \ 
liam Scoresby" was built in 
1926, and undertook the marking 
of whales, exploratory trawling, 
and miscellaneous oceanographical 
work. Since 1939, both ships have 
been on charter to the Ministry of 
Transport, but in 1949 the Dis-
covery Investigations, together 
with the ships and scientific staff, 
were transferred to the Admiral-
ty, and now form part of the Na-
tional Institute of Oceanography, 
of which Dr. G. E. R. Deacon, D. 
Sc., F.R.S., is the Director. 

The Institute as a whole covers 
a wide field, but in the next two 
years both ships will be engaged 
in the continuation of the Dis-
covery Committee's programme 
under the general direction of Dr. 
N. A. Mackintosh, formerly Direc-
tor of Research to the Committee. 
The "Discovery II", which is th£ 
larger ship, is refitting for ocean 
research at present and will not 
be ready for sea until later this 
year. Her work will be largely in 
the Antarctic. The "William 
Scoresby" is a ship of 324 tons 
gross, and has some of the features 
of a trawler and some of a whale 
catcher. She carries a commercial 
otter trawl, and there are deck 
engines and reels with some thous-
ands of fathoms of wire for deep 
sea oceanographical work. The 
equipment also provides for echo 
sounding; and the latest "world-
span" wireless apparatus is in part 
a gift from the Marconi Company 
towards the work of the ship. 

Dr. T. J. Hart is in charge of 
the work at sea until the ship 
reaches Cape Town, and has with 
him Mr. R. Clarke, M.A.,—who 
will take over when leaving the 
Cape,—and Mr. R. I. Currie, B. 
Sc. Lieutenant Commander A. F. 

Macfie, O.B.E., R.D., R . N J L , . is 
in executive command of the ship. 

Whilst in the Atlantic Ocean 
on her way south the ship is mak-
ing the preliminary survey of the 
Benguela Current. This is of spe-
cial interest to the oceanograpber, 
for it is one of those regions in 
which cold water from the ocean's 
depths wells up like a spring to 
the surface. The "William Scores-
by" formerly surveyed a similar 
region off the west coast of South 
America, where the deep water 
brings certain nutrient salts to the 
surface, and causes a rich deve-
lopment of the marine flora and 
fauna. 

The ship is now seeing whether 
a similar effect is produced off the 
south-west coast of Africa. She 
will call at Cape Town, East Lon-
don, and Mauritius, and during 
the voyage will undertake various 
oceanographical work both in dial-
low water, and where the bottom 
slopes down to oceanic depths. 

Little is known of the water 
masses and currents of the central 
Indian Ocean, and during the 
passage from Mauritius to Fre-
mantle it is expected that valuable 
observations can be made. It is 
anticipated that the "William 
Scoresby" will return to England 
about October of this year. 
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graphical position and from it 
both sea and air patrols were car-
ried out to provide cover for con-
voys. In August, 1940, arrange-
ments were concluded for the lease 
of a base at Bermuda to the 
U.S.A. part of a larger agree-
ment between the two Govern-
ments involving the transfer of 
U.S. destroyers to the Royal 
Navy. 

At the present date, the dock-
yard on Ireland Island has two 
docks both floating, one of which 
will take up to light fleet carriers. 
Employed at the establishment are 
319 agreement men, who are ci-
vilians sent out from the United 
Kingdom, and 678 local people, 
approximately five per cent of the 
working population. 
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WHAT THE NAVY IS DOING 
THE outstanding event in the Royal Australian Navy since these 

notes were last written is the regrettable mishap in H.M.A.S. 
Tara^an, in which eight men—seven of the Tara\an's ship's company 
and one dockyard workman—lost their lives, and a number were 
seriously injured, through an explosion on board on 25th January, while 
the ship was in Sydney. In announcing the happening on the day of 
its occurrence, the Minister for the Navy, Mr. Francis, expressed on 
behalf of the Commonwealth Government and the Department of the 
Navy the deepest sympathy to those next of kin who had suffered 
losses as a result of the accident. 

A happier note was struck with the issue from Navy Office later 
in January of advice that an Australian Officer—Tempy. Surgeon 
Lieutenant Newton S. Chalk, R.A.N.R., who was serving in H.M.S. 
London—has been mentioned in a special "Order of the Day" issued 
by the Commander-in-Chief of the Far East Station, Admiral Patrick 
Brind, commending officers and men of the London for their bearing 
during the events in which H.M.S. Amethyst was involved in the 
Yangtse Kiang River in April of last year. 

Among changes of appointment is that of Surgeon-Captain L. 
Lockwood, M.V.O., D.S.C., R.A.N., who has been appointed from the 
position of Senior Medical Officer at Flinders Naval Depot, Victoria, 
to that of Command Medical Officer of His Majesty's Australian Ships 
and Establishments at Sydney. 

FLEET DISPOSITIONS 

The Aircraft Carrier: 
H.M.A.S. Sydney (Captain R. 

R. Dowling, D.S.O., R.A.N.) 
wearing the Flag of Rear-Admiral 
J A. S. Eccles, C.B.E., Flag Of-
ficer Commanding His Majesty's 
Australian Fleet, is in New Zea-
land waters, where she is remain-
ing until the end of this month, 
visiting Wellington, Akaroa, 
Auckland and the Bay of Islands, 
returning to Jervis Bay on 4th 
April and Sydney on the 6th. 
While in New Zealand waters she 
will carry out exercises in conjunc-
tion with ships of the New Zea-
land Squadron. During February, 
Sydney visited Adelaide and Mel-
bourne, spending some hours in 
Westemport Bay, Victoria, while 
on passage from Jervis Bay to 
Adelaide. During this period, the 
people of Geelong had an oppor-
tunity to see some of the carrier's 
aircraft, as Sydney, before enter-
ing Westemport on 25 th January, 
flew off twenty aircraft which 
crossed the Mornington Peninsula 

and Port Phillip Bay in flight and 
spent some minutes in the air over 
the Geelong area before returning 
to the carrier. On her return to 
Sydney in April, the Flagship will 
be available for leave and urgent 
defects until 31st May, and is ex-
pected to sail for the United King-
dom about the 3th June. 
The Cruiser: 

H.M.A.S. Australia (Captain 
G. C. Oldham, D.S.C., R.A.N.) 
departed from Sydney last month 
to join the Flag in New Zealand 
waters It is anticipated that she 
will return to Australia on the 
8th April, when the Flag will be 
transferred to her from H.M.A.S. 
Sydney, and she will carry out a 
training programme in the Syd-
ney-Melbourne area. 

H.M.A.S. Warramunga (Cap-
tain (D) 10, Captain A. W . R! 
McNicoll, G.M., R.A.N.) sailed 
from Sydney >n January for New 
Zealand, in company with the sub-
marine H.M.S. Telemachus. Both 
ships will carry out exercises in 

New Zealand waters with the 
Australian Fleet and New Zealand 
Squadron. 

H.M.A.S. Bataan (Commander 
W. B. M. Marks, R.A.N.) is in 
company with the Flagship, which 
she accompanied to Adelaide and 
Melbourne, and with whose pro-
gramme hers is identical until the 
two ships return to Sydney on 6th 
April. From 10th April until 26th 
May, Bataan will be at availability 
for leave and urgent defects, and 
will sail from Sydney about 7th 
June for Japanese waters, to re-
lieve H.M.A.S. Shoalhat/en. 

1st. Frigate Flotilla: 
H.M.A.S. Shoalhaven (Com-

mander I. H. McDonald, R.A.N.) 
is in Japanese waters, where she 
relieved H.M.A.S. Culgoa on duty 
with the Allied Naval Forces at 
Kure last month. She remains 
there until June. 

H.M.A.S. Culgoa (Lieutenant-
Commander V. G. Jerram, R.A. 
N.) reached Sydney last month on 
her return from duty with the Al-
lied Naval Forces in Japanese 
waters. She is at presertt at the 
New South Wales base at avail-
ability for leave and refit until 
5th May, and will then come under 
the operational control of the Flag 
Officer-in-Charge, New South 
Wales, for training exercises with 
the 1st. Brigade Flotilla and H.M. 
Submarines. 

H.M.A.S. Murchison (Lieuten-
ant-Commander W . P. Cook, R. 
A.N.) is in Sydney, carrying out 
training under the operational con-
trol of the Flag Officer-in-
Charge, New South Wales. 

H.M. Submarines: 
H.M. Ship Telemachus (Lieut-

enant O. Lascelles, D.S.C., R.N.) 
is exercising with the Fleet and 
the New Zealand Squadron in 
New Zealand waters. 

H.M.S. Thorough is under the 
control of the Flag Officer-in-
Charge, New South Wales, for 
training exercises. 
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at Sea and Ashore 
10th. L.S.T. Flotilla: 

H.M.A.S. Tarakan (Lieutenant-
Commander H. K. Dwyer, R.A. 
N.R.) is in Sydney, having been 
operating under the direction of 
the Naval Board. 

H.M.A.S. Labium (Lieutenant-
Commander F. D. Shaw, R.A.N.) 
is operating under the control of 
the Naval Board. She is on a voy-
age to Heard Island in the South-
ern Ocean, in connection with the 
Austtalian Antarctic Research Ex-
pedition, having sailed from Mel-
bourne on 23rd January, and her 
return to that port being anticip-
ated on the 20th of this month. 
It is expected that Labuan will 
again sail from Melbourne for the 
south on 27th March, this second 
voyage being to Macquarie Island, 
south of Tasmania, also in connec-
tion with the work of the Aus-
tralian Antarctic Research Expe-
dition. On both voyages Labuan 
is carrying relief parties and re-
plenishment stores and equipment 
to scientists who are investigating 
cosmi9 rays and meteorological and 
other phenomena on the two 
islands. 

Australian Minesweepers: 
These two vessels are based on 

Flinders Naval Depot, and com-
prise the Training Flotilla: 

H.M.A.S. Gladstone (Lieuten-
ant-Commander R. A. H. Millar, 
R.A.N.). 

H.M.A.S. Latrobe (Lieutenant-
R. J. Scrivenor, R.A.N.). 
Survey Ships: 

H.M.A.- Ships Warrego and 
Barcoo are in Sydney. 

H.M.A.S. Lachlan (Lieutenant-
Commander W . Sharpey-Schaef-
fer, R.N.) is carrying out survey-
ing duties in Niw Zealand waters. 

ROYAL NAVY. 
Under its new Commander-in-

Chief, Admiral Sir Philip L. Vian, 
K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O. and two 
bars, who is flying his flag in the 
fleet carrier Implacable, the Home 
Fleet is this month exercising in 
the Western Mediterranean, and 

from 20th to 22nd March will 
carry out a full scale combined 
fleet exercise with the Mediter-
ranean Fleet. Units of the Home 
Fleet, which sailed from Gibral-
tar for Palmas Bay, Sardinia, on 
27th February, are: 
Aircraft Carriers: 

H.M.S. Implacable (Captain C. 
H. Duffett, C.B.E., D.S.O., R.N.) 
wearing the flag of Admiral Sir 
Philip L. Vian. 

H.M.S. Vengeance (Captain J. 
W . Cuthbert, C.B.E., R.N.). 
Cruisers: 

H.M.S. Superb (Captain Sir 
Anthony W. Buzzard, Bt., D.S. 
O., O.B.E., R.N.). 

H.M.S. Cleopatra (Captain R. 
F. Nichols, R.N.). 
Destroyers: 

H.M.S. Agincourt (Captain D. 
E. Holland-Martin, D.S.O., D.S. 
C., R.N.). 

H.M.S. Aisne (Commander J. 
C. A. Ingram, D.S.C., R.N.). 

H.M.S. Alamein (Lieut.-Com-
mander I. M. Clegg, R.N.). 

H.M.S. Barrosa (Lieut.-Com-
mander A. A. Diggens, D.S.C., 
R.N.). 

H.M.S. Comma (Commander 
F. J. Cartwright, R.N.). 

H.M.S. Jutland (Lieut.-Com-
mander B. J. Anderson, R.N.). 

H.M.S. Solebay (Captain T. V. 
Briggs, O.B.E., R.N.). , 

H.M.S. Cadiz (Lieut-Com-
mander D C. Beatty, D.S.C., R. 
N.) . 

H.M.S. St. James (Commander 
C. W . Malins, D.S.O., D.S.C., 
R.N.). 

H.M.S. Sluys (Commander A. 
J. F. Milne-Home, R.N.) . 

H.MS. Battleaxe (Captain W . 
K. Edden, O.B.E., R.N.). 

H.M.S. Broadsword (Lieuten-
ant-Commander J. Bitmead, D.S. 
O., R.N.). 

H.M.S. Crossbow (Lieut-Com-
mander G. J. Kirby, D.S.C., R. 
N.) . 
Submarine*: 

H.M.S. Aldemey (Lieutenant 

S. W . Clayden, D.S.C., R.N.) . 
H.M.S. Alaric (Lieut.-Com-

mander P. E. "Newstead, D.S.C., 
R.N). 
Fleet Replenishment Ship: 

H.M.S. Bulawayo (Captain D. 
H. Connell-Fuller, R.N.). 
Fleet Tug: 

H.M.S. Mediator (Lieut.-Com-
mander C. W. Stanford, D.S.C., 
R.N.). 
Training Cruiser: 

H.M.S. Devonshire (Captain 
G. H. Stokes, C.B., D.S.C., R.N.) 
is on her Spring Training cruise 
in the West Indies, carrying about 
250 cadets, including a number 
from the Royal Australian Navy. 
Devonshire sailed from Plymouth 
on 14th January, and will have 
been away approximately two and 
a half months before she returns to 
that port on the 3rd of next month. 
Her programme for this month in-
cludes Beef Island; Kingston, Ja-
maica, from 6th to 14th; Gibral-
tar from 27th to 30th; whence she 
returns to England. 

GENERAL. 
Explosion in H.M.S. "Tarakan." 

The regrettable accident in H. 
M.S. "Tarakan", which resulted 
in the deaths of seven R.A.N, rat-
ings and one dockyard workman, 
arose from an explosion in the p P 
trol compartment at 8 a.m. on the 
morning of 25th January. One 
man was killed instantly; seven 
subsequently died from their in-
juries; and 13 were seriously in-
jured. The victims were: 
Killed: 

Stoker Mechanic J. S. Bolton, 
29 Royal Avenue, Esaendon, Vic-
toria. 
Died of Injuries: 

Able Seaman F. A. Manning, 
4 Silver Street, Malvern, Victoria. 

Able Seaman W . F. Tysoe, 52 
B1 an tyre Street, Ka tanning, Weat 
Australia.' 

Engine Room Artificer W . L. 
Hoy, 61 Pint Avenue, Mount 
Lawley, Perth, Weat Australia. 
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Cook (S) D. Graydon, 14 Har-
rogate Street, Burranda, Queens-
land. 

Stoker J. L. Robertson, 67 Grant 
Street, Ararat, Victoria. 

Able Seaman D. D. Messenger, 
Fenola, South Australia. 

Dockyard Worker M. R. Saun-
ders, 21 Russel Street, Watson's 
Bay, N.S.W. 

Seriously Injured: 
Leading Seaman A. J. Baxter, 

Curtis Avenue, Taren Point, Syd-
ney, N.S.W. 

Stoker Mechanic R. F. Grace, 1 
Wondecla Via, Herberton North, 
Queensland. 

Able Seaman B. P. Creedon, 
199 John Street, Maryborough, 
Queensland. 

Able Seaman P. G. Mothersole, 
14 Chapman Road, West Croy-
don, Surrey, England. 

Stoker F. R. Scott, 69 Barrow 
Street, East Coburg, Melbourne, 
Vic. 

Stoker Mechanic K. P. Scott, 
Carwarp P.O., Vic. 

Stoker J. Rolfe, 3 Percy Street, 
Bankstown, N.S.W. 

Able Seaman M. E. Pearse, 9 
Scott Street, Elwood, Vic. 

Cook (S) W. C. Diston, 45 
Narraward Road, South Caulfield, 
Vic. 

Stoker I. H. Bergstrom, 15A 
Osmond Avenue, Fullarton Estate, 
Adelaide, S.A. ' 

Leading Telegraphist H. Ni-
cholls, 24 Elizabeth Street, South 
Perth, W.A. 

Able Seaman D. W. Sharpe, 17 
Unwin Street, Bexley, N.S.W. 

Dockyard Workman P. H. Cor-
nish, 19 Hydrae Street, Panania, 
N.S.W. 

"Tarakan" Explosion— 
Payments to Next-of-Kin. 

Following the accident in H.M. 
A.S. 'Tarakan" there was some 
criticism—both by individual next-
of-kin and by members of the pub-
lic in letters to the Press—of the 
action of the Department of the 
Navy in not immediately reimburs-
ing next-of-kin for out-of-pocket 
expenses incurred in visiting vic-
tims of the explosion, and for fu-
neral expenses incurred. 

12 
This criticism was due to mis-

understanding, it not being ap-
preciated that the Department of 
the Navy, working on Public 
funds, is bound by strict financial 
regulations, and that special ap-
proval would have to be given be-
fore payments in excess of those 
authorised by regulation could be 
made. On 2nd February, the Na-
val Board announced that the ne-
cessary authority for the making 
of payments had been received, and 
that at a special Board Meeting 
presided over by the Minister for 
the Navy, Mr. Francis, on that 
date, it had been decided to make 
the payments because the results 
of the explosion were regarded by 
the Board as having been in the 
nature of a national disaster di-
rectly affecting people in all 
States. 

Payments were authorised as fol-
lows: 

Out-of-pocket expenses incurred 
by next-of-kin in visiting victims 
of the explosion in Sydney. These 
expenses including fares to and 
from Sydney, and board and lodg-
ing in Sydney for such period as 
might be necessary to assist in the 
victim's recovery, of two persons. 

Payments to next-of-kin of rat-
ings who died as a consequence of 
the explosion would be made 
under three headings: under the 
Commonwealth Compensation Act 
to persons who were wholly de-
pendent (£1,000 with an addi-
tional amount of £50 for every 
dependent child under 16 years 
and to persons who were partially 
dependent according to the degree 
of dependence; payment in lieu of 
extended service leave due to a 
deceased rating, in addition to any 
compensation that might be pay-
able; deferred pay that had ac-
cumulated to a deceased rating's 
credit would be paid to next-of-
kin if it had not been devised to 
another person by the rating in a 
will. 

Approval previously had been 
given for an advance of £20—or 
more if needed—to be paid imme-
diately to next-of-kin who had 
been financially distressed by hav-
ing t6 travel to Sydney and to 
meet other expenses; and deceased 

ratings' allotments in favour of a 
wife or next-of-kin would be con-
tinued for at least one month. In 
addition, the Naval Board recoup-
ed, to the extent of the cost of 
burial in Sydney, next-of-kin who 
had arranged for burial in their 
home State. 

PERSONAL 

Surgeon Lieutenant Newton S. 
Chalk, R.A.N.R., of Cavendish 
Road, Nundah, North Queens-
land, has been mentioned in a 
"Special Order of the Day" issu-
ed by Admiral Patrick Brind, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Far 
East Station. The Order of the 
Day read: "On the 21st April, 
1949, H.M.Ships "London" and 
"Black Swan" were ordered to 
proceed from Shanghai to assist 
H.M.S. "Amethyst" then lying 
partially disabled in the Yangtse 
Kiang after being shelled by guns 
of the Chinese People's Liberation 
Army. During die passage up 
river, both ships came under heavy 
fire from shore batteries and were 
repeatedly hit, H.M.S. "London" 
in particular suffering heavy dam-
age and casualties. At a point 10 
miles below H.M.S. "Amethyst" 
it became apparent that the ships 
could not proceed further with-
out sustaining unacceptably serious 
damage and casualties, and they 
accordingly withdrew and return-
ed to Shanghai. On the return 
journey, both ships again came 
under fire and received further 
damage. Throughout the entire pe-
riod, the bearing and conduct 
under fire of all on board were in 
accordance with the highest tradi-
tions of the Service. In addition 
to those who have already receiv-
ed recognition for their services 
from His Majesty the King, the 
names of the following Officers 
and men of H.M.S. "London" 
have been brought particularly to 
my notice, and I commend them 
for their courage and devotion to 
duty. Similar "Special Orders of 
the Day" have been issued for H. 
M. Ships "Black Swan", "Con-
sort", and "j^methyst".' Tempor-
ary Surgeon Lieutenant Newton 
S. Chalk, R.A.N.R." 
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Surgeon Lieutenant Chalk join-
ed the Royal Australian Navy in 
October 1945, and served in H.M. 
A. Ships "Westralia", "Warra-
munga", agd "Swan". He was de-
mobilised in August of last year. 

Lieutenant-Commander E. J. 
Peel, R.A.N., until recently Di-
rector of the Operations Division 
at Navy Office, Melbourne, is on 
his way to England in R.M.S. 
"Strathnaver", to undergo a naval 
staff course. 

Surgeon-Captain L. Lockwood, 
M.V.O., D.S.C., R.A.N., has 
been appointed from the position 
of Senior Medical Officer at Flin-
ders Naval Depot to that of Com-
mand Medical Officer of His Ma-
jesty's Australian Ships and Es-
tablishments at Sydney. A gradu-
ate of the University of Melbourne, 
at which he was also awarded his 
football blue, Surgeon-Captain 
Lockwood joined the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy as a Surgeon-Lieuten-
ant in 1924, shortly after taking 
his degrees as Bachclor of Medi-
cine and Bachelor of Surgery. He 
qualified for the degree of Doctor 
of Surgery in 1930. He did post-
graduate courses at the Royal Na-
val College, Greenwich, and the 
London Hospital in 1936-37. He 
was Surgical Specialist at the Na-
val Wing of the Prince of Wales 
Hospital, Randwick, N.S.W., 
from 1937 until 1941. During the 
war, Surgeon-Captain Lockwood 
saw active service in H.M.A.S. 
"Hobart" in the Mediterranean in 
1941, and in the Java and South 
China Seas in 1942. He was also 
present at the Battle of the Coral 
Sea and at other actions in the 
Solomon Islands area. He served 
in the South West Pacific area for 
the remainder of 1942 and in 
1943. An Honorary Surgeon to 
His Majesty the King, he was also 
Honorary Surgeon to the Duke of 
Gloucester when His Royal High-
ness was Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth. He is succeeded 
at Flinders Naval Depot by 
Surgeon-Captain H. W. Gault, R. 
A.N., who was formerly Assist-
ant-Director of Naval Medical 
Services. 

Captain H. St. L. Nicholson, C. 

M i r t h , I W t 

B.E., D.S.O., and Bar, R.N., has 
been placed on die retired list in 
the rank of Captain as from 7th 
January this year. Captain Ni-
cholson will be remembered by 
Mediterranean "Sydneys" as Com-
mander (D) in "Hyperion", who 
with "Hasty", "Ilex" and "Hero", 

INTER-SERVICE 
' T ' H E work of the Inter-Service 

Sports Management Commit-
tee, which has been hard at it ar-
ranging the 1950 programme, 
looks like bearing fruit in a series 
of good events to be held over a 
period of five days at the end of 
this month and on the 1st April 
in Sydney. The days promise to be 
full, for the events include Cric-
ket, Rifle Shooting, Tennis, Swim-
ming, Boxing, Water Polo, Tug-
of-War, Athletics, Billiards, and 
Golf. The programme will be 
spread over the whole of the last 
week ofN the month, and at the 
time of this issue of 'The Navy" 
going to press, tentative arrange-
ments were: 

Monday, 27th March: The as-
sembly of Competitors and Offi-
cials in the afternoon. 

Tuesday, 28th March: Cricket 
at Trumper Park, from 10.30 a.m. 
to 5.30 p.m.; Rifle Shooting at 
Long Bay, starting at 9.30 a.m. 
and continuing throughout the 
day; Tennis at White City, com-
mencing at 10.30 a.m. and con-
tinuing throughout the day; Swim-
ming at Olympic Pool, starring at 
2 p.m. In the evening. Boxing at 
Rushcutter's Bay Stadium, start-
ing at 7.30. 

Wednesday, 29th March: Cric-
ket at Ruscutter's Bay Oval start-
ing at 10.30 a.m. and continuing 
throughout the day; .Tennis at 
White City as on the previous 
day; Tug-of-War at "Penguin", at 
10 a.m.; Water Polo at Olympic 
Pool, commencing at 9.30; and in 
the evening Billiards at "Pen-
guin", commencing at 7.30; with 
Boxing at the Rushcutter's Bay 
Stadium starting at the same hour. 

Thursday, 30th March: Cricket. 
—at ground to be arranged by the 

first sighted the Italian cruisers 
"Giovanni delle Bande Nere" and 
"Bartolomeo Colleoni" on the 
morning of 19th July, 1940, off 
Crete, and subsequently particip-
ated in the engagement in which 
"Sydney" destroyed the "Bartolo-
meo Colleoai". 

SPORTS 1950 
New South Wales Cricket Asso-
ciation—starting at 10.30 and con-
tinuing throughout the day; Ten-
nis at White City as on the pre-
vious day; Athletics—on Sydney 
Sports Ground if possible—com-
mencing at 1.30 p.m.; and in the 
evening Boxing at Rushcutter's 
Bay Stadium at 7.30 a.m. 

Friday, 31st March: Golf at 
the Manly Golf Club, commencing 
at 9 a.m. In the evening a Social 
at 6.30, and presentation of the 
Trophies. 

Saturday, 1st April: Disperse 
during the morning. 

The public will be admitted free 
to all sports except Boxing, which 
is being arranged by Legacy, to 
which very worthy organization 
the proceeds will go; but men of 
the three Services in uniform will 
.be admitted free to the Boxing. 

The draw for the various games 
is as follows: 

Cricket: 

1. Navy versus Air Force 
2. Navy versus Army. 
3. Air Force versus Army. 

Tennis: 
1. Army versus Air Force 
2. Army versus Naw. 
3. Navy versus Air Force. 

Water Polo: 
1. Air Force versus Armv 
2. Navy versus Air Force. 
3. Army versus N a w 

Boxing: 
1. Army versus Air Force. 
2. Navy versus Air Force 
3. Army versus Navy. 

Watch for results and photo-
graphs of the Inter-Service Sports 
in the April issue of "The Navy"., 

» 



B O O K REVIEWS 
By K. F. C. 

JANE'S FIGHTING SHIPS—1949/50. 

(Simpson Low, Marston 8C Co. Ltd., London.) 

IN these days when our daily 
press frequently confronts us 

with confusing and unsatisfying 
cabled reports of overseas naval 
developments, it is a relief to be 
able to turn to the solid-looking, 
blue-bound volume of "Jane's" to 
find out, in a service phrase, 
"what the score is." The publishers 
regard the current edition as 
marking a return to fleets approx-
imating the peacetime needs of the 
various nations, as seen by their 
respective staffs and as far as per-
mitted by financial policies. 

Owing to the death of Mr. 
Francis McMurtrie (referred to in 
the January issue of "The Navy") 
it was necessary for the new Edi-
tor, Mr. Raymond V. B. Black-
man, to take over at short notice 
and complete the edition for press 
in a shorter time than usual. While 
building activity has been limited, 
especially in the democracies, con» 
siderable revision and rearrange-
ment was carried out in this edi-
tion, consequent on the purchases 
of surplus craft by small navies 
(at presumably bargain prices), 
and on reclassification of types. 
Over 500 new illustrations have 
been incorporated, and silhouette 
drawings are augmented and more 
clearly printed in many cases. 

Our main interest and concern 
may reasonably lie with the ma-
terial of the British Royal Navy, 
and here readers will find the two-
page addendum "Strength and 
State of Fleet" a useful, if some-
what depressing, reference. Of the 
six fleet carriers, only one is in 
active commission, though four of 
the older type of light carriers are 
active. There remain only 26 cruis-
ers, as against the 60 which were 
inadequate in 1939, and of these 
1* are active. Of 111 destroyers 

the active ships number 34, and 
27 frigates are in full commission 
as against 140 in training and re-
serve categories. 

With the scrapping of "Royal 
Sovereign", all of Britain's pre-
war capital ships have disappeared, 
although the four King George V 
class ships are pre-war in design, 
and "Vanguard" cannot be regard-
ed as post-war except in her date 
of completion. If our faith is to be 
placed in naval aviation, we may 
look with close interest at new 
carrier construction. W e find that 
the fleet carrier "Bagle" is near-
ing complerfon, but that her sister 
"Ark Royal", laid down in 1943, 
has not been launched. Photo-
graphs and an elevation drawing 
reveal these ships as continuing 
the evolution from the 1937 "Ark 
Royal", with a rather longer is-
land superstructure than in pre-
vious types. The "Hermes" class 
of four ships, now designated as 
Intermediate Fleet Aircraft Car-
riers, includes "Albion" and "Cen-
taur" scheduled for completion 
late in 1951, but "Hermes" has 
now been 5i years building and 
is still on the stocks. In these 
ships, developments from the "Ma-
jestic" class, speed has been in-
crea-rd to 30 knots and plane ca-
pacity to about 50, an incidental 
feature being the new stern form, 
perhaps the ugliest yet seen. No 
work is being done on the three 
"Majestic" class carriers not trans-
ferred to other navies. 

Work on the light cruisers 
"Blake", "Defence" and "Tiger", 
which started a rather lengthy 
shipyard career as sisters to "Su-
perb", but may now be modified, 
has not been resumed since 1946. 
The first destroyer of the "Dar-
ing" class is to be completed late 

this year, while their equmUnts 
of cnly 11 yean ago, die lighting 
"Tribala", have vanished from the 
lists. 

A sweeping reclassification 
groups all former sloops, escort 
destroyers and corvettes under the 
broad category of "frigates". For 
instance, such ships as the 50 
"Hunt" class destroyers, and the 
powerful "Black Swan" sloops, 
are now "A.A. Frigates", while 
such as the "Loch" class frigates 
and "Castle" class corvettes be-
come " A / S Frigates". Two former 
fleet destroyers of the "Rother-
ham" class will be rated as fast 
frigates after their current conver-
sion and re-arming, during which 
superstructure will be reduced to a 
minimum to secure a low silhouet-
te. 

Two fast frigates of a new 
design, to be laid down in Royal 
dockyards, and three to be design-
ed and built in Canada for the 
R.C.N., will represent the first 
real "answer" to the fast sub-
marine, and the first vessels evolv-
ed by British navies since the 
war. It will be interesting to see 
if results of gas turbine trials in 
the frigate "Hotham" will in-
fluence this design. 

A welcome development is the 
fitting of the "Cumberland" as a 
Trials Cruiser for the testing of 
new weapons including guided 
missiles, though the fact that she 
will not be ready until 1951 
seems to indicate the absence of 
any high priority for the project. 

Regarding the navy of the U. 
S.S.R., so much information, ne-
cessarily unofficial, has reached 
the publishers that they have de-
cided to present with all reserve, 
such news as comes from sources 
believed reliable. Much of the data 
is of Swedish origin and centres 
on the battleships of the "Soviet-
ski S°yi«" class, and a set of 
drawings show them as combining 
orthodox heavy armament with ra-
dio-controlled aerial torpedoes, 
launched from super-imposed posi-
tions. The probable submarine 
strength is put at 360, of which at 
least one-third are post-war. 

.Though many factors, such as re-
lative efficiency, availability of 
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hues, etc. enter into compar-
ison, it may be noted that Ger-
many started 1942 with about 90 
operational submarines (increasing 
to some 200 craft late that year) 
and that this was the year when 
6J million gross tons of non-Axis 
merchant shipping were lost to 
submarine attack. 

The "ships of the year" are the 
U.S.N, heavy cruisers of the "Des 
Moines" class, one of which ap-
pears, beautifully photographed, 
as frontispiece. They introduce the 
fully automatic 8 in. gun, fitted in 
triple turrets, and claimed to have 
a rate of fire four times that of 
previous marks. One notes that 
U.S. staff still consider it worth-
while to carry as many as four air-
craft, in hangars aft, per heavy 
cruiser, in contrast to current Brit-
ish policy. Concentrations of A.A. 
guns at bow and stern are still in 
favour after several years of ex-
perience in varying conditions of 
service. United States develop-
ment of fast anti-submarine craft 
seems to take as its starting point 
the largest existing U.S. destroy-
ers, and calls to mind Churchill's 
suggestion of 1940—that steady 
increases in the size and value of 
the "hunters" place them rather 
in the class of the "hunted". 

The R.A.N, has received an im-
proved presentation this year, with 
an increased number of silhouet-
tes, and several new photographs, 
including a new one of "Austra-
lia", which, with "Shropshire", 
will be the last of the "County" 
will be the last of the "County" 
group cruisers to survive as such. 
A steady increase may also be ob-
served in space allocated to other 
Dominion navies. 

"Fighting Ships" is, as ever, the 
"good book" for all students of 
naval affairs. It is invaluable to all 
those who seek to follow the pro-
gress of the Royal Navies, and 
of the numerous foreign fleets 
which are defying air-power en-
thusiasts by continuing to exist, 
and ii) many cases, to expand. 

SCIENTIFIC ft NAUTICAL INSTRUMENTS 
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Federal Council 

THE official opening of the As-
sociation's Ninth Triennial 

Federal Conference was perform-
ed by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General, the Right Hon. W . 
J. McKell, P C., at the Lady Gow-
rie Services Hut, Manuka, Can-
berra, on Saturday, 21st January. 
Also present at the ceremony were 
the Right Honorable the Prime 
Minister, Mr. R. G. Menzies, K. 
C., and representatives of the 
Navy, Army and Air Force. The 
Presidents of the A.C.T. Branches 
of the R.S.S. y A.I.L.A., Air 
Force Association and the Aus-
tralian Legion of Ex-Servicemen 
y Women, Presidents and Secret 
aries of the Canberra Club and 
Services Club at Manuka. Messrs. 
R. Gordon, (Secretary of the Ser-
vices Canteens Trust Fund) and 
J. H. Jamison, (Ex-Naval Men's 
Association's Trustee of the same 
fund) were also present at the 
Conference. Noted amongst the 
many members of the A.C.T. Sec-
tion .who attended were Captain 
R. C. Garsia, Messrs. Ivy, Mau-
ger, Mason, Yates, Spellacy, Gel-
latly, Dean, Murray, Campbell, 
Weatherley and K. Smith. 

The Federal Conference con-
ferred the Association's highest 
honour of Life Membership on 
Messrs. F. F. Anderson, W . J. 
Pearce and H. R. Lockwood, for 
their valued services to their cwn 
States and the Association as a 
whole. Two of these members 
were present on the day of the 
award being approved, and both 
were congratulated, on behalf of 
the assembled Delegates, by Mr 
H. Ivey, President of Victoria1: 

Officers who were re-elected to 
the Federal Executive were F. F. 
Anderson, (Federal President); 
H. S. Peebles, (Federal Vice-Pre-

sident); G. W . Scott, (Hon. Fe-
deral Secretary); and J. K. Staf-
ford, (Hon. Federal Assistant Sec-
retary). The positions of Hon. 
Federal Treasurer and Hon. Fe-
deral Organising Secretary are to 
be filled by Federal Council at a 
later date. Mr. G. W . Sewell and 
I. M. Brodie were re-elected as 
Federal Council Auditors, and 
Mr. R. Burge was elected as Hon. 
Legal Adviser to the Association. 

The Federal Council of the As-
sociation has now arranged to be-
come an Incorporated body in the 
State of New South Wales; this 
action is in conformity with pre-
vious Conference decisions. Mem-
bers of Melbourne Sub-Section re-
cently transferred to Sydney Sub-
Section were Messrs. A. G. Boyd 
and C. C. Peskett; K. K. Sharp 
has changed over to the North-
Eastern Sub-Section and H. H. 
Nunn to the Fremantle Sub-Sec-
tion. Mr. C. J. South has shifted 
from Latrobe Valley to Sandring-
ham S.S. Captain E. C. Rhodes, a 
former member of Sydney S.S., 
has notified his change to Queens-

land Section and Mr. C. Burt 
from Sydney to Caterbury-Banks-
town S-S. Mr. R. W . Maloney of 
the Southern Suburbs Sub-Section 
of South Australia has now be-
come a member of Port Adelaide 
S-S. 

The Association regrets to an-
nounce the passing of the follow-
ing members:— Messrs. T . Scott-
Wales, J.H.G. Hudson, A. Green-
ing and G. H. Evans of _5outh 
Australia, H. A. Mackenzie of 
Western Australia and H. Gunn 
of Victoria. 

Messages of appreciation for 
services rendered by the Royal 
and Australian Naval personnel, 
dockyard employees, and members 
of the N S.W. Fire Brigades to 
victims of the recent disaster to 
H.M.A.S. "Tarakan" were des-
patched to the authorities by the 
Federal Executive The Association 
has since commended the Lord 
Mayor of Sydney for sponsoring 
an appeal for the victims's' rela-
tives and has also sent a donation 
to the fund to assist them. 

G. W . S. 
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Naval Appointments, Etc 

N A V A L FORCES O F T H E 
C O M M O N W E A L T H 

PERMANENT NAVAL FORCES 

His Excellency the Governor 'Gen ' 
cral in Council has approved of the 
following promotions being made, to 
date 31st December, 1949:— 

T o be Captain.-—Commander Fre» 
derick Norton Cook, D.S.C. 

T o b e Commander.—Lieutenant 
Commanders Ian Hunter McDonald, 
Clive Martin Hudson. 

T o be Captain (E. ) .—Commander 
(E.) Walter Joshua Murray Armitage. 

T o be Sunreon Captain.—Surgeon 
Commander Henry Woodall Gault. 

T o be Captain (S . ) .—Commander 
(S . ) Charles Herber t Blacklcck.—(Ex. 
Min. N o . l — A p p r o v e d 24th January, 
1950). 

JOS. FRANCIS, 
Minister for the Navy. 

N A V A L FORCES O F T H E 
C O M M O N W E A L T H 

His Excellencv the Governor-Gen' 
eral in Council has approved of the 
following changes being made:— 

P E R M A N E N T N A V A L FORCES 
O F T H E C O M M O N W E A L T H . 

( S E A - G O I N G F O R C E S ) . 
Appointments. — Lieutenant 'Com' 

mander (E . ) John Douglas Robins is 
appointed on loan from the Royal 
Navy, with seniority in rank of 1st 
October, 1947, dated 7th November, 
1949. Neil McAlpine Baird, Patrick 
Raymond Joyce and Sean Desmond 
Brennan are appointed Surgeon Lieu-
tenants ( for short service), dated 5th 
September, 1949, 17th September, 
1949, and 28th September. 1949, res-
pectively. 

Promotions.—Lieut. James Henry 
Woodford Craven, D.S.C., is promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant-Commander, 
dated 1st November, 1949, Sub-
Lieutenants John St. Barbe More and 
Alan Gill Cordell are promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant, dated 16th 
November, 1949. Lieutenants (S.) 
John Douglas-Hiley and Robin Basil 
Angel are promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant-Commander (S.) (Act ing) , 
dated 1st November. 1949. 

Confirmation in Rank .—The Rev. 
Gordon Reginald George, Chaplain 
(on probation) , is confirmed as Chap-
lain, with seniority of 18th November, 
1947, dated 18th November, 1949. 
Commissioned Catering Officer (Act-
ing) William Jesse Dow is confirmed 
in the rank of Commissioned Cater-
ing Officer, with seniority of 31st 
October. 1948, dated 31st October, 
1949. 

Loan t o Royal Navy for Service 
and Tra in ing .—The loan of the fol-
lowing to the Royal Navy for service 
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and training is terminated:—Lieut. 
Alexander Duncan Black, dated 10th 
November . 1949; Lieutenant Stanley 
Rae Schofield, dated 14th September, 
1949; Lieutenant James Hume , dated 
5th October, 1949; Lieutenant Ken ' 
neth William Shands, dated 10th 
November, 19*9; Lieutenant Ken-
neth John Charles Leland Bennett, 
dated 25th October, 1949; Lieutenant 
(Act ing) John Frederick Todman, 
dated 12th October, 1949; Lieutenant 
(Act ing) Gordon McPhee, dated 12th 
October, 1949; Lieutenant (Act ing) 
Robert Evans Smith, dated 12th Oct-
ober, 1949; Commissioned Commu-
nication Officer (Act ing) Ar thur Ed-
ward Shiplee, dated 19th September, 
1949. 

Transfer to Emergency List .—Band' 
master Lieutenant Frank William 
Cockshead is transferred to the Emerg ' 
ency List and reappoin ted for tern* 
porary service, dated 18th April. 1949. 

Transfer to Retired List.—Senior 
Commissioned Wardmaster George 
Walker is transferred to the Retired 
List, dated 23rd August, 1949. 

Resignations.—The resignation of 
Trevor Alexander McLean of bis ap-
pointment as Surgeon Lieutenant ' 
Commander (Acting Surgeon Com-
mander) is acceptea, dated 28th Oct-
ober, 1949. The resignation of Leslie 
Lancelot Scott Dyer of his appoint ' 
ment as Commissioned Electrical O f ' 
ficer (L . ) , is accepted dated 29th 
June, 1949. The resignation of John 
Stephen O 'Ha i r of his appointment as 
Commissioned Writer Officer is ac-
cepted, dated 30th June, 1949. 

Terminat ion of Appointments .— 
T h e appointment of Lieutenant (S . ) 
John Herber t Townsend is terminated 
on reversion to the Royal Navy, dated 
28th November, 1949. T h e appoint-
ment of Ernest Julian Barry as Cadet 
Midshipman is terminated, dated 2nd 
November, 1949. 

AUXILIARY SERVICES. 
Extension of Service.—The services 

of Commander Jack Bolton Newman 
are extended for a period of two years 
f rom 14th May, 1949, under the pro-
visions of Section 17 of the Naval 
Defence Act. 

EMERGENCY LIST. 
Appointment . — Thomas Bowen 

Ready is appointed Surgeon Lieuten-
ant, with seniority in rank of 25th 
August. 1945, dated U t h March 1949, 

Transfer to Retired List.—Lieuten-
ant-Commander George Thomas Saun-
ders, M.B.E., is transferred to the R e 
tired List and re-appointed for tem-
porary service, dated 18th November, 
1949. 

Resignation.—The resignation of-
Geoffrey Charles Fremantle Branson 
as Commander is accepted, dated 11th 
October, 1949. 

RETIRED LIST. 
Appointment . - -Nevil le McGuire is 

appointed Commander ( E . ) , with se-
niority in rank of 31st December, 
1945, dated 7th May, 1949. 
C I T I Z E N N A V A L F O R C E S O F 

T H E C O M M O N W E A L T H . 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE 

(SEA-GOING). 
Appointment.—Charles Ivan Fla ' 

herty is appointed Acting Sub'Lieuten* 
ant (on probation), dated 30th Sept ' 
ember. 1949. 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE. 

Promotion. — Surgeon Lieutenant 
John Alexander Le Page i6 promoted 
to the rank of Surgeon Lieutenant ' 
Commander, dated 20th October, 
1949. 

Transfer to Retired List.—Lieuten' 
ant-Commander John Ralph Killick is 
transferred to the Retired List, dated 
12th October, 1949. 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL 
VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 

Appointments. — Ar thur Thomas 
Whish is appointed Acting Lieutenant ' 
Commander, with seniority in rank of 
28th May, 1946, dated 4th Julv 1949 
(seniority as Lieutenant, 22nd Novem ' 
ber. 1942). Daniel McBeth Allison 
Romanis is appointed Lieutenant, with 
seniority in rank of 14th January, 
1949, dated 8th June, 1949. William 
Gordon Farquhar is appointed Lieuten' 
ant, with seniority in rank of 16th 
May, 1949, dated 28th September, 
1949. Terence Owen Kelly is ap-
pointed Sub'Lieutenant, with seniority 
in rank of 31st August. 1947, dated 
13th September, 1949. Colin Alfred 
Cameron Galbraith is appointed Sur* 
geon Lieutenant, with seniority in 
rank of 16th November, 1946, dated 
19th October, 1949. Kenneth Jackson 
Allison is appointed Sub'Lieutenant 
(S . ) , with seniority in rank of 16th 
May, 1948, dated 22nd September, 
1949. 

Promotions.—Surgeon Lieutenant 
Peter Ronald Brett is promoted to t he 
rank of Surgeon Lieutenant'Com* 
mander. dated 5th October, 1949. 

Termination of Appoin tment .—The 
appointment of Norman Francis 
Broughton as Lieutenant (Special 
Branch) is terminated, dated 3rd Nov-
ember. 1949.—(Ex. Min. No. 3—Ap* 
proved 24th Januarv, 1950). 

JOS. FRANCIS , 
Minister for the Navy . 

P E R M A N E N T N A V A L F O R C E S 
O F T H E C O M M O N W E A L T H . 

( S E A - G O I N G F O R C E S ) . 
Appointments. — Lieutenant'Com* 

mander (L ) Will Barker is appointed 
on loan from the Royal Navy, with 
{•cniority in rank of 4th March, 1948. 
Dated 1st October. 1949. Ronald Rex 
Calder is apDointed Sub-Lieutenant(L) 
(on probation). Dated 15th March, 
1949. Maxwell Alan George is ap* 
pointed Instructor Sub'Lieutenant (on 
probation). Dated 3rd October . 1949. 
Roland George Chambers is appointed 
Surgeon Lieutenant ( for short ser* 
vice). Dated 1st August, 1949. 
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L—Lieutenant-Command-
era David Walter Kirkt , O.B.B., and 
John Robert Lang are promoted to 
the rank of Commander. Dated 30th 
June, 1949. Lieutenant Richard Leeaon 
Martelli Shannon is promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant-Commander. Dated 
16th October, 1948. Sub-Lieutenant 
Peter M e m n Rees is promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant. Qated 1st 
November, 1949. Lieutenant ( E ) Dou-
glas Victor Knight is promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant-Commander ( E ) . 
Dated 1st March, 1949. Commission-
ed Communication Officer (Ai r ) Leslie 
Gordon John Howard is promoted to 
the rank of Senior Commissioned 
Communication Officer (A i r ) . Dated 
1st October, 1949. 

Transfer to the Emergency List.— 
Lieutenant-Commander Charles Rupert 
Rcid is transferred to the Emergency 
List and re-appointed for temporary 
aervicc. Dated 3rd September, 1949. 

Transfer to the Retired List.— 
Chaplain the Reverend William Henry 
Henderson. O.B.E., is transferred to 
the Retired List and re-appointed for 
temporary service. Dated 28th October, 
1949. 

Re«gnations.—The resignation of 
William Richard Jackson of his ap-
pointment as Lieutenant is accepted. 
Dated 12th October, 1949. The resign-
ation of Frank Clinton Tregurtha of 
his appointment as Senior Commis-
sioned Electrical Officer ( R ) is accept-
ed. Dated 23rd June, 1949. 

EMERGENCY UST. 
Fixing Rate , of Pay.—Engineer 

Captain Clarence Walter Bridge. O.B. 
E., i* granted a consolidated salary at 
the rate of Thirteen Hundred and 
Seven Pounds (XI,307) per annum 
plus Deferred Pay at the rate of O n e 
Hundred and Seventy Four Pounds 
(£174) per annum; salary to be in-
clusive of all allowances except travel-
ling. Dated 6th October, 1949. 

C I T I Z E N N A V A L FORCES O F 
T H E C O M M O N W E A L T H . 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE 
(SEA-GOING). 

Tlaminat ion of Appoin tment .—The 
appointment of Robert Spinks Turner 
as Temporary Engineer Lieutenant-
Commander is terminated. Dated 5th 
September. 1949. 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE 

Termination of Apotntment .—The 
appointment of Robert Musgrave 
Green of his appointment as Surgeon 
Lieutenant is terminated. Dated 16th 
September, 1949. 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL 
VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 

Appointments.—Louis Bibra is ap-
pointed Lieutenant, with seniority in 
rank of 16th June, 1942. Dated 4th 
May, 1946. John McCammon is ap-
pointed Lieutenant, with seniority in 
rank of 4th February, 1949. Dated 
29th August, 1949. Stanley Morgan is 
appointed Sub-Lieutenant, with senior-
ity in rank of 8th September, 1947. 
Dated 12th February, 1946. James 
Cairns Barkley is appointed Commis-
sioned Writer Officer, with seniority 
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in rank of 27th January. 1944. Dated 
12th November, 194*.—(Ex. Min. 
No.4—Approved 24th January, 1950). 

JOS. FRANCIS, 
Minister for the Navy. 

NAVAL DEFENCE ACT A N D 
NAVAL ESTABLISHMENTS 

REGULATIONS. 
NAVAL ESTABLISHMENTS. 

APPOINTMENT. 
His Excellency the Governor-Gen-

eral in Council has approved of Hector 
Charles Kilkpatrick being appointed 
Senior Draughtsman, Grade "B", with 
effect from 3rd November . 1949.— 
(Ex. Min. No.6—Approved 24th 
January, 1950). 

JOS. FRANCIS, 
Minister for the Navy. 

NAVAL FORCES OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 

His Excellency the Goverror-Gen-
eral in Council has approved of the 
following changes being made:— 

P E R M A N E N T N A V A L F O R C E S 
O F T H E C O M M O N W E A L T H . 

( S E A - G O I N G FORCES^. 
Appointments. — Lieutenant-Com-

mander John Francis Folger is ap-
pointed on loan from the Royal Navy, 
with seniority in rank of 2Jrti Decem-
ber. 1948, dated 1st October. 1949. 
Lieutenant John Charles Rushbrookc, 
D.S.C., is appointed on loan from the 
Royal Navy (Exchange Officer) , with 
seniority in rank of 1st January, 1942, 
dated 3rd November, 1949. Lieuten-
ant Peter Harold Mogridge, D.S.C., 
is appointed on loan from the Royal 
Navy, with seniority in rank of 14th 
February. 1945, dated 1st November, 
1949. Lieutenant-Commander (L) 
Glyn Burton Seagcr-Thomas is ap-
pointed on loan from the Royal Navy, 
with seniority in rank of 14th Octo-
ber, 1947. dated 21st November, 1949. 
Commissioned Gunner (T.A.S. ) Re-
ginald Cornelius Skingslcy is appoint-
ed on loan from the Royal Navy (Ex-
change Officcr) , with seniority in rank 
of 30th June, 1943, dated 7th Novem-
ber, 1949. 

Promotions. — Lieutenant Thomas 
William Smith is promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant-Commander, dated 
20th November, 1949. Lieutenant Al-
wyn James Ford is promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant-Commander, dated 
29th November, 1949. Lieutenant ( E ) 
Anthony Charles Temple Morris if 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-
Commander ( E ) , dated 16th Novem-
ber, 1949. 

Confirmation in Rank. — Acting 
Lieutenant Keith Elwood Clarkson, D. 
F.M., is confirmed in the lank of 
Lieutenant, with seniority of 27th Feb-
ruary, 1945, dated 11th November, 
1949. 

Fixing Rates of Pay.—Instructor 
Lieutenant-Commander Haydn Guest 
to be paid the rates of pay and al-
lowances prescribed in the Naval Fi-
nancial Regulations for Instructor 
Commander, whilst acting in that 
rank, dated 9th November, 1949. 
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Wall Worth Considering—Whoro Do Yon Staid 

Young Man? 
Notwithstanding your ready acknowledgment of your faith in God, 
it is tragically pnsaihle that every paMsng day is bringing you newer 

to Eternal Damnation. 
In Mat thew' . Gospel, Chapter 7, Verse . 21 and 22, Jesus state, 
that M A N Y shall wmy in that day, " H a v e we not door many won-
derful th ing , in T h y N a m e , " to which Jesus will reply, " I N E V E R 

K N E W V O U . " W h a t a diode to » many. 
D O E S J E S U S K N O W Y O U ? Unless your faith in God is sup-
ported by the knowledge that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Saviour, 

there is n o possibility of having Eternal Life. 
Consider these Scriptures quietly: In Sc. John ' s Gospel, Chapter 
14, Verse 6, Jesus aaid: " I am T H E W A Y , the truth, and the 

life: n o man cometh un to the Father B U T BY M R " 
Acts 4::12 reads: " T h e r e is none other N A M E under Heaven 

given among men whereby we muse be saved." 
John ' s lat Epistle, Chapter 5, Verse 12: " H e that hath t he Son 
(Jesus) hath life ( E t e n u l ) . H e that ha th not the Son of God 

H A T H N O T LIFE." 
• By the foregoing it should be d e a r that there is n o a c c e s to G o d 

or Heaven except th rough our Lord Jesus Christ. 
As Y O U R Eternal Welfare is dependent upon Y O U R acceptance 
or rejection of G O D ' S W A Y O F S A L V A T I O N — B E W I S E A N D 

BE S A V E D th rough our Lord Jesus Christ. 
REMEMBER . . . J ews has already died on the Cross for Y O U R 

sins and paid the price that you might have Eternal Life. 
Y O U R P A R T is to repent and have faith that will lead you to 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord. SEE I 

PETHR 3*18 
—Inset ted by W . S. B U T L E R , MarrickviUe. 

PROTECT 

YOUR 

CHILDREN 

Cornwell's Extract of Malt—the economical tonic food provides 
essential body building and energy creating vitamins which 
fortify growing children against sickness and build them 

strongly for future years. 
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H i i f B M i of Senr iew.—The services ] 
of Captain (Act ing Rear 'Aamiral ) 
George Dunbar Moore, C.B.E., are 
extended for a period of one year 
from 10th October, 1948, under sec-
tion 17 of the Naval Defence Act. 
T h e services of Lieutenant-Commander 
(Acting Commander) William Harold 
THurlby are extended for a period of 
one year from 4th January, 1950, 
under section 44C of the Naval De-
fence Act (1910-1949. T h e services of 
Lieutenant-Commander (Acting Com-
mander) Alan Clive Mather are ex-
tended for a period of two years from 
28th December, 1948. under section 
17 of the Naval Defence Act. The 
services of Lieutenant-Commander 
(Acting Commander) Frederick Ross 
James are extended for a period of 
two years from 23rd July, 1948, under 
section 17 of the Naval Defence Act. 

Transfer to Emergency List.—Cap-
tain (Acting Rear-Admiral) George 
Dunbar Moore, C.B.E., is transferred . 
to the Emergency List and re-appoint- ! 
ed for temporary service, dated 10th 
October, 1949. Lieutenant Harold 
Hardiman, M.B.E., and John Albert 
Harte, M.B.E., are transferred to the 
Emergency List and re-appointed for 
temporary service, dated 20th Decem-
ber, 1949, and 26th January, 1949, 
respectively. Chaplain, the Reverend 
John Bernard Roche is transferred to 
the Emergency List, dated 18th Octo-
ber, 1949. Lieutenant Commander (S) 
Charles Wilson is transferred to the 
Emergency List and re-appointed for 
temporary service, dated 20th Decem-
ber. 1949. 

Termination of Appoin tment .—The 
appointment of Lieutenant-Commander 
Percival Eric Irvine Bailey is terminat-
ed on reversion to the Royal Navy, 
dated 8th October, 1949. 

C I T I Z E N N A V A L F O R C E S O F 
T H E C O M M O N W E A L T H . 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE 
(SEA-GOING). 

Termination of Appoin tment .—The 
appointment of Godfrey George Moss 
as Temporary Lieutenant-Commander 
is terminated, dated 12th October, 
1949. 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE. 
Appointment .—Alan Robert Bird is 

appointed Commissioned Bandmaster 
(on probation), dated 15th August, 
1949. 

Termination of Appoin tment .—The 
appointment of Francis Call-urn Archi-
bald as Surgeon Lieutenant is termin-
ated, dated 21st August, 1949. 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL 
VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 

Appointments .—Henry Harrison is 
appointed Acting Lieutenant-Com-
mander, with seniority in rank of 29th 
November. 1946, dated 1st November, 
1948 (seniority as Lieutenant, 13th 
August, 1944). Maxwell Henry Shean, 
D.S.O. and Bar, is appointed Lieuten-
ant, with seniority in rank of 31st 
July, 1946, dated 18th November, 
1949. Leonard Frederick Willott Vick-

Tke Navy 

ridge is appointed Lieutenant, 
with 

seniority in rank of 2nd September, 
1946, dated 26th November, 1949. 
Kingsley Graham Bond is appointed 
Sub-Lieutenant, with seniority in rank 
of 14th October, 1947, dated 17th 
August, 1949. John Francis Rutter is 
appointed Acting Surgeon Lieutenant-
Commander, with seniority in rank of 
30th January, 1949, dated 26th Octo-
ber, 1949 (seniority as Surgeon Lieut-
enant 7th October, 1944). 

Termination of Appoin tment .—The 
appointment of James Alfonsis Caro-
lan as Lieutenant (Special Branch) is 
terminated, dated 27th October, 1949. 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL 
NURSING SERVICE. 

Terminat ion of Appointments.— -The 

A n s w e r s to 

(1) (a) The Lizard is the 
southernmost point of Eng-
land; (b) Bustard Head is 
on the Queensland coast, 100 
miles or so north of Sandy 
Cape; (c) Schnapper Rock 
is off the New South Wales 
coast, near Manning River; 
(d) Shark Bay is on the 

Wes t Australian coast, at 
Carnarvon; (e) Wolf Rock, 
again on the south of Eng-
land, lies off Land's End 
about midway between the 
Stilly Isles and the Lizard; 
( f ) the Turtle Group of 
islets is off the North 
Queensland coast, between 
Capes Melville and Flattery, 
north of Cooktown; (g) the 
Lioness is the Leeuwin, 
South West Australia. 

(2) Callao is the port 'of Lima. 
(•6) (a) The gregale is a dry, 

cold north east wind, at 
Malta; (b) the harmattan is 
a hot dry wind from the 
Sahara which is met with 
round the Gulf of Guinea; 
(c) the khamsin is a hot 
wind from the Sahara which 
blows over Egypt; (d) the 
mistral is a cold, biting wind 
from the interior of France; 
(e) the pampero is a cold, 
south west wind which is 
experienced on the pampas 
of. the Argentine; ( f ) the 
sirocco is a hot scorching 
wind from the Sahara which 
blows over southern Europe. 

(4) The Yellow River is the 

Mock. I HO 

appointment of Ka tU ten Mignon Lau-
rence u Acting Matron i t terminated, 
dated 26th Ju 'y. 1948. T h e appoint-
ment of Elizabeth Roie Cobcroft as 
Acting Superintending Sister, is ter-
minated, dated 29th July, 1948. T h e 
appointments of Nancy Slattery, Joyce 
Leatham and Catharina Hcndrica Aar-
sen as Sisters are terminated, dated 
15th July, 1948, 19th July, 1948, and 
20th August, 1948, respectively. T h e 
appointments of Mary Rosa Mackenzie 
and Keitha Boyce Mary Heritage as 
Sisters, are terminated, dated 22nd 
July, 1948.—(Ex. Min. N o 10—Ap-
proved 24th January, 1950). 

JOS. FRANCIS, 
Minister for the Navy. 

Nautical Quiz 

Hwang-ho—which is also 
known as ' T h e Sorrow of 
China" because of its disas-
trous floods, the lower course 
being several feet above the 
surrounding plains. 

(5) The five Whi te Star ships 
on the Australian run in the 
first decade of this century 
were: "Persic", "Medic", 
"Runic", "A/r ic" , and "Sue-
vic". 

(6) The "continental she l f ' is 
the fringe of shallow water 
around the continents, be-
yond which is the much 
steeper drop to the ocean 
floor. 

(7) Grand-Admiral Alfred von 
Tirpitz was Commander-in-
Chief of the German Navy 
in ,1914; Grand-Admiral 
Erich Raeder in 1939. 

(8) "Tumblehome" is the in-
wards curvature of the hull 
surface above the waterline. 
The opposite is "flare". 

(9) A "huer" is a watcher wHb, 
in Cornwall, was stationed 
on the cliffs to watch for the 
schools of pilchard and mac-
kerel, and directed the seine 
boats below to the schools. 

(10) A BUI of Lading is the do-
cument given by the Master . 

• 'of a vessel acknowledging 
the receipt ot certain goods 
on board, whereby he con-
tracts to deliver such goods 
in good order and condition 
at the port of consignment. 

Til. future of steam for m. r in . purposes 
it met by t l x Ut . i t Bibcock d .v . lop-
m.nti, which, in turn, « r . b .ck .d by 
ov.r 50 y.ars' i « . . xp . r i . nc . . At s .a , 
«s on land, t im. h . t prov.d t h . » r v i c . 
of Babcock Boil.r Plant 
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LIFE I N A B A R R A C K S . 
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of two pounds of meat, two 
pounds of bread, and a single so-
litary gallon of beer." 

Nobody took any notice of us. 
W e just kept on moaning in case 
they did. It was the old sea cus-
tom of grou§e and go. A mer-
chant seaman in transit brought 
the house down one day. He was 
sitting next to Supply Assistant 
Len Cosgriff. After eyeing the 
food up'and down for a few min-
utes he got up and walked away 
muttering, "Not Board of Trade 
at all. When do we get the black 
pan from the saloon?" 

A favourite walk on a liberty 
run was along the wide esplcnadq 
bordering the sea. This is the fa-
mous Galle Face, with the inter-
nationally known hotel of the same 
name standing at its farther ex-
tremity. In the codl of the evening 
the expanse of green lawn was 
alive with people who had come 
down to enjoy the cool breezes. 
Small native boys peddled paper 
cones stuffed with peanuts. There 
were usually a few pieces of granite 
thrown in for good measure. Many 
a good molar was shattered by a , 
healthy crunch on a sizeable piece 
of gravel. 

The servicemen used the Galle 
Face as a pickup ground. The 
number of unattached females was 
strangely reminiscent of Young 
and Jackson's corner when the 
Navy made port on a Friday 
afternoon. It was there that I met̂  
the girl. She sat down on the park 
bench beside me. Those smoky 
blue eyes suited her. She was tall 
and slim. Her hair glinted gold in 
the sunlight. 

"Hullo", she greeted. 
"Howdy". I had not spoken to 

a white woman for a long time. 
I felt, strangely clumsy. 

"You aren't very talkative arc 
you?" 

"Dunno. I've often been told I 
talk too much for my own good." 
I kept staring. 

"Finished looking me over?" she 
asked. "My name's Sandra." 

A conversation started up after 
that. Before long we were like old 

friends. We strolled along to the 
Galle Face Hotel. A dawdling taxi 
pulled up and we told the driver 
to take us to Mount Lavinia. 
While we were alighting she drop-
ped her wallet. I picked it up and 
saw that it came from the Old 
Butcher Street works of Kadermo-
hideen. Those leather folders had 
a special significance. I flipped it 
open and saw the special duty pass 
I had been looking for. It meant 
she was a member of a hush-hush 
unit. I thought the authorities were 
fools to use women in this area. 
They were not smart enough to 
outwit us men. I handed it back 
to her open and grinned. All at 
oncc I went purple. 

"You're not so clever", she said. 
"I think this belongs to you." She 
threw my wallet across to me. I 
shoved it deep down into my 
pocket and buttoned the flap over 
it. Now she knew as much about 
me as I had learned about her. 

We sat down on the warm sand. 
A few fishing vessels were drawn 
•up on the beach. A reed pipe 
wailed a lament. The silver moon 
wove the palms into a circular pat-
tern of black lace. A hundred 
yards out the reef murmured a 
song of love through the scented 
air. 

N A U T I C A L Q U E S T I O N BOX. 
Continued f rom p a g e 29 

"Etruria" and "Umbria" were 
by this time going down the scale 
of popularity and engaged more in 
the cheaper type of travel. 

The year 1908 found the two 
ships engaged in a fare war with 
other lines and it was possible to 
travel across the Atlantic in their 
2nd class accommodation for £7. 
Their time was drawing to a close, 
for the "Lusitania" and the first 
"Mauretania" were running a fast 
service and the older ships were 
losing their places. In 1909 "Etru-
ria" and "Umbria" were declared 
obsolete and sent to the ship-
breakers. As originally built, the^ 
ships carried yards and sails on 
their fore-and" main-masts, but 
these were soon stripped, and later 
still, they were fitted with very 
large funnels which made them 
very fine looking vessels. 

O B I T U A R Y — A D M I R A L SIR R I C H A R D 

WEBB. 

Continued from p . g . 20 

Constantinople after the armistice; 
in both posts his tact, knowledge, 
and robust common sense were of 
great value. Later he was head of 
the Royal Naval College at Green-
wich. 

He maintained touch with his 
profession after his retirement, and 
lectured at the Royal United Ser-
vice Institution and at several 
educational centres. He was a 
member of the Navy Records So-
ciety and the Society for Nautical 
Research. But his chief occupation 
after retirement, which was a task 
wholly after his own heart, was 
the conduct and editing of the 
"Naval Review", a quarterly ma-
gazine which, with official ap-
proval but entirely free from offi-
cial control, is privately printed 
and circulates within the Navy as 
a medium for free discussion of 
professional subjects and prob-
lems. 

THE 
FLEET-FORGE 

PTY. LTD. 
9-13 LORIMER ST. 

STH. MELBOURNE* 

VICTORIA 

E N G I N E E R S 

STRUCTURAL 

MECHANICAL 

MARINE 

Quotations given for all 
classes of work. 

TELEPHONE: 
M X 52 3 1 (6 lines) 
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A C A L L 
TO ADVENTUROUS 
YOUNG MEN 

T h e c a l l o f t h e s e a , t o a d v e n -

t u r e , t o f o r e i g n t r a v e l , t o a 

g r a n d , f r e e l i f e , is a s s t r o n g 

a s e v e r . A n d t h e R o y a l 

A u s t r a l i a n N a v y o f f e r s you 

j u s t t h a t l i f e , i n a r a p i d l y 

e x p a n d i n g , h i g h l y t e c h n i c a l 

s e r v i c e . T h e w o r k i s m o s t 

i n t e r e s t i n g a n d \ a r i e d , a n d 

g i v e s r e a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f 

p r o m o t i o n a n d h i g h r a t e s o f 

p a y w i t h c o m p l e t e s e c u r i t y . 

Sm,l thr Cnuftiti at the f,*ii of Ihis aJirrliitmrnl /,, full tufrnmahon on the oppvilunitia the A'tfi y ojjen yuu. 

SEAMEN, Signalman, Te lcgr .ph i . t , S toker-mechanic 
Nick krr lh • l l r n d . n l . Cook. Steward, Electrical, 
Q r n r . l , A i r m . o (non-Bving), Muairian and Muaiciao-
bugler. 

•Vo j i r r r i .ua experience rcju ired n r r j , 1 f o r M u a i r u n 
and \1 usician-Ruglcr. ACE FUR ENTRY : (her 
I mill under 24. 
TRADE BRANCHES 
Shipwright, Enginr Room Artificer, Ordnance 
Artificer, Aircraft Artificer, E lec t r i c^ Artificer 
Mid Artisan. 

Trade experience is required and entry it subject to 
pussinR o trade test. ACE FOR ENTR1 ; (her 
i » and under 21. (L ndcr 26 in special cases). Aircraft 
Artificer over 1HJ and under 23. 

T r a d e s m e n el igible : S h i p w r i g h t s , h o a t buililers, 
b r idge-bu i lde r s , f i t t e r s a n d t u r n e r s . I» i l c r -
m a k e r s . c o p p c r s m i t l t s . e n g i n e - s m i t h s , i n s t r u m e n t 
m a k e r s , e lec t r ica l fitters, l i t te rs , s h e e t m e t a l -
workc r s , p a i n t e r s a n d b l a c k s m i t h s . 

NAVAL AVIATION BRANCH Rat ing Pilot. 
Entriet by selection. AGE FUR ENTRY : Oi-er 
17 and under 19. 

For full Information, fill in and tend Jte coupon below together with a cutting 
of thh arfy.rtfs .nMnt showing the group In which you are Interested, 

to the Naval Recruiting Officer in your State. 

join the R O Y A L A U S T R A L I A N NAVY 
Please send me full information, including illustrated booklet, regarding service in the K.A.N. 1 a 
•vhich interests me. 

NAM!-: (block letters) 

ADDRESS 

I attach advertisement marked with the branch 
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SELF-SUPPORTING TROUSERS 

\ million men 
cant be wrong 
6 reasons uihy men ask tor 

STAMINA TROUSERS 
THE FOUNDATION OF ALL STAMINA TROUSERS IS (RUSADEK (LOTH. 
STAMINA TROliSERS ARK SELF - SUPPORTING AND HAVE RUST-
PROOF Ul Chl.KS. 
EVERY SEAM IS SERGED WITH AN OVERLOCK STITCH 
POCKETS ARE STRONG AND STOUILY MADE 
THE) CAKRV THE STAMINA TRADE NAME WHICH IS V O I R 
GUARANTEE OF SERVICE. 
EVERV PAIR 0 1 TI . (USERS IS TAILORED TO GIVE VOL PLEASURE 
IN LEISURE. 

- >b 

OTHES 

£ r u s d b e r C l o t h . 


