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Branches: ET us start off by wishing our readers the best for 1930— |
Great Britain, New South Wales, L inctuding, we hope, the best issues of “The Navy™ MELBOURNE .
Victoria, Bouth Australia, Tas: which we have so {2r produced. To do that we have, we STEAMSHIP
* mania, New Zealand, Ceylon, know, a long way to go. There is much that we have to do - CO. LTD
Rhodesia, - bhefore we make “The Navy™ just as good 25 we want it to he. * *
Affilinted Leagues: But we have, we feel. improved in the three years since the HEAD OFFICE:

mzgazine came out in its new, enfarged form. And we are
going ahead to improve still more, and to give you the juurnal
you want to All your nautical needs in reading and pictorial
matter. So, all the hest for 1950, In the meantime, here
1s something of what we shall have in the Pebruary issue:

31 King St., Melbowne.

"BRANCHES OR AGENCIES
AT ALL PORTS.

MGIP:G AGHNTS
or

The Navy League of Canada.
The Navy League of South Africz

THE COUNCIL OF THE
NAVY LEAGUE IN !

AUSTRALIA. THE “ORIZABA” GOES WEST HOBSONS BAY DOCK
: ND ERT .
Commander (53) J. D. Bates, V.R.D, Forty-five years ago on the L3th. of this month,  the A ENGINE NG
RANVR, 1 Qricnt and Pacific Steam Navigation Company’s “Qrizaba™ CoY. PTY. LTD.

sailed from Tilbury for Australia. On the L&th. of Febru-
ary, afwr an uneventful voyage, she reached Western Aus:
tralia—and, in haty weather, ended her life on the Five
Fathom Bank « ‘naide Fremante. Tn the anniversary month,
the Pebruary iswe of “The Navy,” our contributer “1B."
tells the story of the voyage and loss of thw “Orizaba™ in a
fully illustrated article of great interest.

THE 1}5. COASTGUARD AND OCEAN SAFETY

“The work of the United States Coast Guard is ncver
done . . . Day in and day out. the Coast Guard is at work,
helping to make the seas safer for the commerce of all
nations”: and, in an article illustrated with dramatic and
spectacular photographs, some aspects of the US. Coast
vard’s work on behall of intermational safety at sea arc
deseribed in the forthcoming issue of "The Navy.”
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VICTORIA,
I : In the September last issue of "The Navy,” Mr.']). D.
( Mm"&:{?&]’)qﬂc Sea; Hoysted wrote of the growth of the Sick Berth Branch of a]l ions
Patroa: the Roval Australia Navy, writing with authority as one of 0Ccas
His Exceliency the Governar of the members of that important Branch of the Service. In
{{imﬁa the forthcoming issue, he followa this up with a second article,

telling of the devclopments in the Branch to its present-day
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

“THE NAVY 1§ HERE™
Sir,
I have been reading with increst
the October issuc of “The Navy”
and have come across an article on
oy a new publication, “The Navy s
R " Herc,“ and | was wondering if it
will he possible to purchasc thia
book in the newsagents or, if not,
if I were to send a postal note to
you, could you forward a copy to
me? Congratulations on the fine
magazine you are turning out.
Yours, etc,,

5. M. Zouch,

(4 Queen Strect,

Woollahra, N.&.W.
The letter, and the congratula-
Septemiser |, 1947, Foor ships of this 12,5000 ore-carrying type willl ions, are appreciated. As was
be built. The yerd hes completed sxtern vensls to date, For tio poimédout in the October issue of
and emterprisiog youmk Awumii-“:-. plendid opportunities for remumen “The Navy.” the proceeds from
sive rmployment exiat at Why the sale of the small souvenir book-
let, “The Navy is Here,” 3re in
aid of the Memorial Chapel at
Fiinders Naval Depot. The book-
let is not on sale at newsagents.
Copies couid be obtained from the
Senior Chaplain, HM.A 8. “Lons
dale,™ Port Mefbourne, Vie. We
have had pleasure in obtaining
and forwarding 2 copy to Mr.
Zouch,

Whyalla
Progressive Shipyard

TNDUSTRIAL cxproson st Whyadia, S.A., in deardy illustrated in thi
£ aerial photograph "mhi?ﬁ the Broken Hill Proprictary's shipysrd and
{on .
lsumching of the s, “Tron Yampi” (sen in the crnoe foreground) on

- Australia's

blast Furnsce phant The photograph was taken prwor to the

THE UNITED SHIP SERVICES
PTY. LTD.

—Ed., "The Navy.”

SUBMARINE ~LI"
PHOTOGRAPHS
Sir,
No doubt T am being a linde
optimistic in this request. My hus-
Irand was in the crew of HM.
Submarine “J.1." which arrived in
Sydney in August, 1919. The

Hughes. The boats had the photo-
uraphs of the crews tiken on
board, and T am wondening if I
could procure a copy of that of
the “J1's" crew dhrough your
magarine. We are regular sub-
scribers to “The Navy,” which
we procure through South s Book
Shop, Wiilis Street, Wellington.
Hoping you will be able to help
me.

ALL CLASSES OF SHIP REPAIRS AND FITTINGS
UNDERTAKEN

88102 NORMANBY RD., STH. MELBOURNE, VIC.
Telephones: MX 5231 (6 knes).

Josuary, 1998,

Captain was Licutenant D'Oyle- .

Yours, cte.,
{Mrs.} (race Anglis,
I Bourke Street,
Kiibirnie, E.3,
Wellington, N. Z.

Thank you for your lester.
are making enquirics Lo see if we
can help you. In the meantime, if
any other reader of Navy"
knows of the required photograph,
it would be much appreciated if he
would write to the Editor, or get
into touch direct with Mrs. Anglis
at the above address.
—Ed., "The Navy."

OLD "YARRA'S®” WANTED

A correspondent who is con
structing 2 model of HM.AS.
“Yarra"—the destroyer of the
121418 War—ius anxious to
into touch with one of the En-
gineer Officers who served in that
shig during her period in the Arc-
tic. If any reader can help, and
would 3dvisc the Editor, the neces-
sary contact will be estabiished.

—Ed., “The Navy.”

SOUTHERN OCEAN ICE
Sir,

In the October issue of “The
Navy™ the first picture relating to
old-time warships gives H.M.S,
“Powerful” as having only three
funnels. ISuir.c obviousiy a mis
take, she and “Terrible,” her sister
ship, having four. Could you let
me know the northern fimit of
drifting ice in the Great Southern
Ocean? On passage in 5.8, “In-
drapura,” Cipe Town w Mel
bourne, in May, 1914, early onc
maming several wilnesses hesides
myself saw iccbergs, we then be
ing about eight day out from the
Cape. That night Captain Craven
made zn emphatic denial that any
ice was about. Persomally, I be-
lieve that he was doing 2 good job
for his passengers, and inciden-
tally, for his company, epecially
in view of the comparatively
recent “Titantic™ disaster. There

i
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITORS

were over MY migrents on hoard,
woluding many young  chdren
and womcn, and thew peace of
mind would be the first conswders-
tion of a stap's officers. The an-
nouncement wes made at a con-
cert. No public address systema in
those days, of course. ({1 zoch my
cap'). 1 remember we fow were
jooked wpon from cthen on 2
sarcmongers- -or something much
worse, Should rime and space per-
mut, pussibly az a lazer date, would
you kindly ll the sory of the
55, “Erruns,” cngaged in the
Naorth Addzntic trade ahous 18347
| much ooy reading my copyrof
“The MWavy” TS As a navwe
of Mompey, | have seon HeMS
“Powoerful™ many tims,

Yowrrs, cte..
Edw. A. Wash,
34 Kendall Strect,
Woest TPreston,
Vic.

Thank you for your lewer, and
for dirccting our attention to the
wrong picture title to “Powezrful”
in the October issuc. A number of
our rcaders have wrirten in on this
matter. as you no doube noticed
freen “Lettors o the Editor” in
the December issuc. Regarding ice
in the Great Southern Ocean, the
normal porthern limiv for bergs is,
hetween the months of November
and March, in the vicnay of 456
degrees to 44 degrees South Lati-
ade, u}: to about &th Meridan,
East of that the limit iz more
souzherly. But occasionally bergs
arc mphted further North, up td
39 or 40 degrees South. The
“Austzalia  Diérectory,” Val. 1,
states: “Independently of the
severity of the climate occasionally
cxpenienced in high latinudes, there
cxists the lurking danger of dis-
rupted masses of ice and jcebergs
of large dimensions. The abaence
of approximate postions of these
dangers cannot be depended on for
any seazon of the year; they are,
however, rarely encountered

. h;bl

of lat. 40 degrees South. Newer
thel there are instances of ice-
bergn being ecen of the Cape, and
north of lat, 40 degrees South ax
far as long. 60 degrees East, and
it is, thereflore, desirable o keep 2
good lock-out for them. Between
40 degrees and 45 degrees South
they have occasionally been met
with as far as 65 degrees East: on
the 45th parallel to 135 degrees
Eas, and on the 50th parallel w0
140 degrees Eze. In onc year
(July, 1895), 1} icebergs were
sed by the steamship ‘Tainwi,’
tween lat. 443 degrees South,
long. 44 degrees East, and lae. 45}
degrees South, long. 67 degrees
East. And in the samw month the
hip “Port Chalmers” collided
with an iccherg in lat. 44 degrees
55 minutes South, long. 52 degrees
2} minutes East.” In the summer
of 1921, vhe "Rumc™ sighted e
when hound from the Cape o
Austzalia, and somewhere in the
vicinity of the 40th parallel.
\ —Ed., "The Navy.”

FIVE-BLADED PROPELLER
Sir,

Your paragraph in the Novem-
her issue (page ) of “The
Navy™ about the Bve-bladed pro-
peller of the “Saint Gregory™
prompes me 1o mention another of
this type. The American Pacific
Coast maning Press has lately given

a lot.of publicity to a fve-blader -

fitted last month o the “R.G.
Follia," a tanker of the Standard
Ofl Fleet. The vessel was buile by
the Sun yard in 1946, bur this
yrar went inte Bethlchem's San
Francisco yard for the replacement
of the propeller. T wag the yard's
largest ‘job of this nature, weigh-
g 18 tons, and is the Arst Ave-
biader built on the Pacihic Coast.
Some reader who specialises in en-
gineering or design might care to
enlighten me regarding the advant-
atgn—(heomical of practical—of
in design. [ am only a recent
addition to your lim of m
bt hawe found “The Nawy™ well

Hl"

Tattersall's £10,000(l st Prize)
CASH CONSULTAT! ONS

are-n weekly affaic.
—Well and Widely Known—
THE TICKET 5/

Postage for ticket and resuls, 3d.
“To Win You Must Be In.”

You can write from any ship oc say port.
The Address . . .

GEO. ADAMS (TATTERSALL) HOBART

' JOHNSON'S TYNE FOUNDRY
PTY. LTD.

MFG. ENGINEERS, SHIP BUILDERS, SHIP REPAIRERS, Esc.

Cnr. LORIMER & TYNE STS.,
SOUTH MELBOURNE.

'Phone: MX 2189,

WATSON’S PARAGON
| HOTEL

CIRCULAR QUAY SYDNEY, N.S.W.




“MAIN" COALS

FROM THE MAITLAND (N.S.W.) COALFIELD
PELAW MAIN—RICHMOND MAIN
ABERMAIN—STANFORD MAIN

for Gas, Railways, Manufacturers and Householders.
STOCKRINGTON COALS

unsurpassed for Bunkers,
FIRST GRADE STEAM COAL FROM THE
“"BOREHOLE" SEAM, NEWCASTLE (NS.W.).

Apply to:

). & A BROWN & ABERMAN SEAHAM
COLLIERIES LIMITED

Head Office: Shipping Office:

SYDNEY . NS.W, NEWCASTLE.

J. GADSDEN PTY. LTD.
Cnr. ABBOTSFORD & IRELAND STS.,
WEST MELBOURNE, C.3.
'Phone:  F] 4171 (4 Enes)

CANNISTER MAKERS, TIN FLATE PRINTERS, CROWN SHALS,
BLIND ROLIERS, CALICO AND HESSIAN BAGS, THNTS AND
ALL CANVAS GOODS,

DRINK . ..

ECKS

AERATED WATERS

ALWAYS IN SEASON
For Deliveries—"Phone BJ 3382

LETTERS
TO THE EDITORS

worth taking. Good Ruck to you.
Yours, ctc.,
N. L. McKellar,
Tamworth Base Hospral,
PO. Box B3,
Tamworth,
HEwW.

Thank you for your letter, and
for the good wishes you kindly ex-
press therein, I any reader with
knowledge of propeller design
cares, a1 Mr. McKellar suggests, to
give us the benefit of his views on
this matter, we wouid be happy to
publish them.

—E4., "The Nawvy.”
HMS. “CHALLENGHR"

Sir,

“LB.%"  informative  article,

“Wotcher, Old Timer,” has been,
I'm sure, wc]wmedbya]]dmw
whom it was dedicated,

years iz z long way hack, andy
names and dates are w0 easily for-
gotten, for this reagon his article
is doubly acceptable. To keep the
record straight, however, 2 couple
of corrections are necessary in re-
gard to HM.5. “Challenger.” In
the frst place, this ship was a
“Second-Class Protected Cruiser,”
not a Third-Class Cruiser, as stat-
ed. Second, and more important,
the Captain of that ship, re-
peatedly referred 6 2 “E.RG
Gaunt, way Cuy Gaunt, a younger
brocher of E.R.G., both of them
1being sons of the l2te Judge Gaunt,
of Ballarat and Mebourne. Guy
Gaunt, who served an apprentice:
ship {or part of one) in sl in the

Merchant Service before joining
the RN, won fame a» a Licuten-
ant during the Samoan troubles of
1899. Gaunt, as a Lieutenant of
H.M.S$. “Porpose,” organised the
native defences, and [icked into
shape a body afterwards known as

“Gaunt’s Brigade.” In hiw pomt-
“Challenger” years be became the
British Naval Attache at Washing-’

won, USA, a&d ”mdzmha:
ve in wuung =
- dpm: Capeam von Rin-
lzlen and othcr Germans prive to
America’s entry into the 191418
War., He nily hecame a
Member of Parliament in Eng-
lard, and the last | heard of him
he was living in retirement in the
tax-free paradise of Tangier. Cap-
tain Guy Gaunt was the most un-
orthodox skipper I ever served un.
der. He " lo:i over” from Captain
Dz Costz at Hobart in April, 1910,
in civilian attire, his uniform hav-
ing gone astray somewhere, [
can still visualise the green Hom-
burg hat with its feather, wom at
an angle of 45 degrees, the rather
loud check suit, and the preen
handkerchief micked up one sleeve,
in which our new skipper paraded
for the frst few days. Some
months later “Challénger™ spent
a long period of yuarantine just
inmide Cape Moreton, an old pilst
station, wer, being used » 2
mump camp. In: 2 disreputable
rig whicll no wharfie would wear
to shovel phosphate, Captain
Gaunt used to go shore with a

by both hands to the yard-
with nothing under my feet. The
sca seemned mighty close, too! The
corresponding roll to port enabled
e to get a leg over the yard, and
a0 on back to the mast. I wam't
worried at the ax-ment—it hap-
pened too quickly. But by the -
time the Commander (Luxmoore)_
and the 0.0.W. had finished with
me on the bridge, 1 was scared to
death. Yes! Those old “Chally”
days were good oid days, "LB.”

Youn, etc.,

"C. B. Norton,
487 Mowbray Roed,
Lanc Cove,
Sydney, N.S.W.
Many thanks lor your most in-
teresting and  informative  lewer,
which will, we know, be valued by
“LB." and will be of great inter-
est to our readers generally.
—Ed., “The Nawy.™
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“pusser’'s” shovel gver his shoulder,
and proceeded te work out imigar
tion problems by cutting patterns
of trenches in the sand, The photo
graph of “"Challenger™ on page 12
of the Nowember issue of “"The
Nawy™ was taken in 1910—not
1912—two days vut frum Hobart
1o Premantle. T watched the an-
tics of the photographer—an off-
cers steward, I think—of “Power-
ful.” teying to get steady enough
to snap the shutter on one of the

many occasions when “Challenger™ '

over-ran her station.  Incidentally,
half an hour later both shipa hove
1o to repair damage and secure
gear, and remained at four kaots
heading the scas all night. 1 have
an ex t reason for remember-
ing the date this photograph was
:Een-—hpril 30, 1910, At day-

lifht that moming, 2 signalman ’

the watch, I “meaked™ aloft
without permission o retrieve the
starboard lower yard-arm halyard®
that were,Mreaking away in the
breete. The ship gave a daddy of

a roll—similar to the one in the

-qu‘a:-.m
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GENESIS OF THE R.AN.

TN this issue of "The Navy™ we publish a revicw
L f 3 hook by Mr. G. L. Macandie, “The Genesis
of the Royal Australian Navy.,” Mr. Macandse
has spent a lifetime o the Naval Forces of Aus-
traba:  frst in the Queenstaind Marine Deferwe
Force: later, after being, through his assaciztron
with the “Father™ of the Royal Austrzlian Navy,
Adriral Creswell, at the centre of developments
throughout the period of the birth of the Navy:
and finally, until his retirement in 1946, as on
of the senior Civil Officers of the Royal Australian
Navy as wi know it today.

He is thus peculiarly well equipped to have
compiled and prepared this hook, which is 2 most
vatuable contribution to Australizn history. The
considerable amount of work involved has been
for him, during his retirement, 2 labour of love.
The result is a permanent record of 2 most im-

portant phasc of Austealia’s “growing up™ period:
of her evolution from the status of z collection of
Colonies 1o an independent Dominion.

The preav importance of this record lies in the
fact that & was largely through the acquisition of
4 Navy of her vwn that Australia, in common
with her sister Domindons, achieved the acwal
status af a sclf-governing Dominion when she did.
The <stablishment of independent Naval forces
within the feamework of the Emgire crexted an
entircly new set of refavonships among the com:
ponent parts of the Empire. A situation was
rrached which made ot imperstive that the Empire
as a whole should be puided by a common policy
in reward to the ather natons of the world.  IFf,
a5 Sir Edward Grey made clear at the Impenal
Conference of 1911, the action of Aghting foreus
in differeoy parts of the Empire were determined
by divergent views of forcign policy, the Emgre
would not consent 1o share the resulting liabikity,
the nisks of which # could not gauge. “The
crcation of separate feews,” he said, “has made n
egsential that the foreign polics of the Empire
should be & common policy.™

This recugnition by the semior partner in the
Emgpire bore immediate fruit, in that from then
on, the Dominions were consulted, and their con-
currence secured, in mauers of foreign policy

Ths Nevy

—

affecting the Empire 25 2 whole: 2 conditon
which had not hitherto obtained. It was the
firat step towards that recognition of equality of
statya in which, 23 Mr. Lloyd George, when Prime
Minister of Great Britain, said at the Impenal
Conference of 1921, the Dominions “attained full
national status, and now stand beside the United
Kingdom as equal partners in the dignities and
responsibilities of the British Commonwealth.™

THE UNFOLDING STORY

Mr. Macandie’s contrihution to Austrzlian his-
tory, through the voluminous documents he pub-
lishes and from which he quotes, is a2 tribute 1o
the reatism and commonsense of the authorities
both wn Great Britzin and in Australiz in their
solving of the problem presented by the Aus-
tralians' wish to possess their own Navy.

It was a problem on which good feeling could
ezsily have been wrecked. On the one hand
there was the natural Australian aspiration to ke
an active part in Austraban Naval defence, 1o
have a fleet over which Austrzlia exercised con-
trod: and, more eapecially, o have a1 fleet in
which Australians could be trained and which
Australians would evenwally command. On the
other hand there was the stand by Admirzlty, on
frm strategical ground, thax “The sea is zll on-,

»and the British Navy, therefore, must be.all one:

and its solitary tazk in war must be to seck out
the ships of the enemy wherever they are w be
found, and destroy them. At whatever spot, n
whatever sez, these ships are found and destroy-
ed, there the whele Empire will be simultancously
defended in its territory, its trade, and its inter-
ests.” As Lord Setborne, then First Lord of the
Admiralty, told the Colonial Conference of 1902:
“ft is desirable that the populations of the Do-
mimons beyond the seas should become convinced
of the truth of the propasition that there is no
possibitity of the localization of naval force, and
that the problem of the British Empire is in no
sense one of loczl defence.”

It would have been easy to have reached an
impasse. As it turmed out, by the use of under
standing and compromise an both sides, 2 happy
solution was reached by which Australiz has her
own Navy, controlled by her own Government,
administered by her owm Naval Board, officered
and manned by her own nationals, and paid for
and maintained by her own people: yer complete-
ly and perfectly integrated with the Royal Navy.
with ships, officers, and men of equal efficiency,
interchangeable 2t 2 moment’s notice with com-
plete aspurance of full mutyal confidence, know-
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ledge. and abulity. Training, inteifgence, tech:
niques, and traditions are common to the two
Services which are thua virtually one. Tt is a
relationship which is an outstanding examgle of
that British geniua for reaching an arrangement

~whoac fexibility meets what appear to be oppos-:
ing demanda. Tt ia a relationship which haa stood

the test of time, and the straina of two world
wars. No stronger link than that of the wwo
Navies exista between Australia and her British
partner in the Commonwealth of Nanons.

This relationship was not reached easily. The
armngement took conaiderable hammering out,
considerzhle adjustment of what could have been
irreconcitable points of view, Much credit goes
to thase in Australia, who, themsclves scamen,
conceived the idea) of an Awustralizn Navy and
pressed their claims in and out of season, and
to those in the Government who supported those
claims, Much credit goes also to the Admiralty
who, having accepted the Australian aapirauone,
have since fostered and encouraged them, have
given the services of distinguished and devored
officers 1o the Royal Australian Navy, and have
helped that Navy to its present status. Al con-
cerned have been well repaid. The Royal Aus

tralian Navy is today not only a part of that Em-

pire Navy which secures our sea communicationa

“at whatever srm, in whatever sez,” is necessary; .
ly-B:

it is also a fully-fedged Navy in its own nght,
proved in war as well 28 in peace.

The road by which this was achieved is marked
by major signgosts in Australian history, and in
preserving them in this book, Mr. Macandie has
performed a service of national importance.

Navy’
* is Your Guide
to Naval Affairs




With lovely hull linss, the Port Lisa's new "Foct britbane™ displays twmathing pew in thip daiiga
in har vreamlinad wpaitructua.

AN ESSAY IN STREAMLINING

THE PORT LINE'S "PORT BRISBANE" — ONE OF THE MOST EXPENSIVE CARGO
VESSELS EVER BUIT — IS A FINE EXAMPLE OF PRESENT DAY BRITISH SHIP

CONSTRUCTION,

UITE a1 number of years ago

‘%’ now, when the writer of
this article was an apprentice in
the Briish Merchant  Service,
fo'c’sic yarns uscd to be current
regarding a mythical ship called
the “Nonsuch.”  As t whether
or no she ever then cxisted, he s
still in the dark.

The story ran that she .5
built and operated by an eccentric
who had the imtcrest of the sea-
man at heart. Sailors slept in
cabins between sheets, dined n
mess rooms off  cloth-covered
tables, enjoyed such amenities as
a recreation room, and were, in
fact, treated more as passengers
than 2s  shellbacks. She was,
legend averred, a faiture as 2
social expenment; for the sea-
men failed to appreciate what
was done fur them, and cut the
sheets up for bsass rags, half-

imhed the cutlery, destroyed
their comfortable  lounges, and
gencrally broke the heart and
fzith of ther would-be bencfact:

ur.

But now the "Nonsuch™ has
beeome a fact, as 15 cvidenied in
quite 3 number of ships sailing
the scas today, among them the
subject of these notes—-the Port
Line's new “Port Brishane™, one

‘of the recent pew armvals in the

Austrzlian - Uned Kingdom
trade.

As the photographs herewith
dlustrate, the ~“Port Brshane™ is
something of a departare i ship-
building :  the first really stream-
lined vessel. She was bkt by a
firm which has had considerabic
experience with Port Line ships.
Swan, Honter, and Wigham
Richardson have built- sixteen

hy REUBEN RANZO

“Ports” since they buile their first
n 1929,

This one, which they complet-

cd last year -she 15 now home-,

wardhound on her sccond voy.
age—is of 11,950 twns dead-
weight: $59 feet 104 inches over-
all length; of a moulded breadth
of 70 feet and moulded depth of
4} feet: and measurcs 11,941 tons
RFOSS TONNAgL.

A motor ship, she is propelled
by twinserew Wallsend-Doxford
halanced type, opposed miston,
reversible cngines, which werc
constructed by the Wallsend Slip-
way and Enginccring Company
Limited Each cngine has six cy!-
inders of 670 millimetre hore and
2,120 millimetre combined stroke,
working on the single acting two-
stroke cycle principle, with airless
injection of fuel. There are three
lever, driven scavenge pumps on
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each eagine. The machinery s
designed to develop an aggregate
of 13,200 BHP. at about 11%
reveiutiona *a minute on regular
service; and the ship maintains
a cruising speed of 17 ¥notws on
approximatcly 38 tons of fucl a
day. She Kas been up to 19
knots, but has not yer been foll
out. Incidentally, she has salid
propellers.

Let us have a general ook at
her.. Her hull lines are most sat-
isfying.  She is finc m the en
trance, and runs aft from a4 wcll
mked stem—which carries the
Port Line Houscflag on & hadge
on its rounded top--in a clean
sweep to a cruiscr stern, The
ship is built with three compleze
stec) ducks, and above the upper
of these is the first ver of crec
tions. consisting of 2 forccasthe
which extends for more than a
third of her length, and an «n-
closed bridge.

A single, slightlyraked pole
mast, at the hreak of the fore-
casthe, teads the eye along to her
most stnking featurc in stream-
lining, the lofty, solid, rounded
bridge structure, which extends
from the line of the hull shell-
plating on cither side, and is curv-
od hoth in its thwanship and in
its vertical face. This most un-
usual looking structure, complete-
Iy enclosed, contains the navigat-
ing bridge, the Master's and Of-
ficers’ accommodation, the pas-
sengers’ lounge, smoke reom and
wnting room, and the dining
aaloon.

From the upper extremity of

-monkey island, the bridge struc-

ture slopes aft to a squat, sharp-
ty raked elliptical funnel and thus
down to the bevel of the boat
deck, which in rurn steps down
aft to the bridge deck, and then
to the main deck and so to the
sern. .
The “Port Brishanc™ has ac
commodation for twelve passeng-
ers.  Staterooma are single and
double berth, panelled in Aus
tralian maple and loxuriously fur-
nished, with toilets en suite. The
needs of passengers in their state
rooms are provided for even to
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Most wiriling fealurs af the "Pori Brithane™ i1 har complately anclowd.

curvad bridge whrvetura,

A view leoking forward slong the "Pert Meithane's” boat dach. OF her Four
2.1
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such small refinements a8 points
for the plegging in of electric
razors.

The general rooms for passeng-
ezs, with the excepuion of a ver
andah cafe on the after end of
the upper brrdge deck, are in the
main badge structure, wich wan-
dows looking forward.  On the
forward end of the upper bridge
deck, the midship sectron is taken
up by a bounge, wwth settees znd
chairs upholstered in biege and
gold broczde. A wrnung weom
opens out from the lounge on the
port side, and on the starboard
side is a smuke room furnished
with 3 semi-cwrcular bar, with
twhular stools n red leather at
the har self, and large casy
chair lounges around the bhalk-
beads in bacge and red leather,
with glass hodders and ash trays
n the arms. :

The dinne waloon  for both
passengers and the ship's officers
—is panclled in alver hirch, and
extends nght across the bndge
structure.  Good  wse 15 made
throughout of decorative panel-
hng in weathered sycamore, Aus-
trabian  walnut, Indizn  laurel,
white ash buzz, twhip tree burr,
and Australian pear tree vencer.
Some attractive eflects are also
obtzined by the use of glass
screens, brilliant <cut and acdd
etched an various designs. the
man {ezture 1n the principal en-
trance being 2 dolphin  design,
while other screens feature Aus:
tralizn and New Zealand birds
and znimals.

An embossed coat of arms of
the City of Bnshane is 2 domin-
ating decoration on the main
staivway: while two  reasured
pictures « yrried in the ship aze 2
portrait of Her Majesty the

ueen, which was presented by

er Majesty following her visit
to the ship in London before her
departure on her majden voyage:
and an il painting, by Wilkiam
Bustard, of the Brisbane City
Hall, which was presented by the
Mayor of Brishane—Alder-
man J. R. Chandler—when the
“Port Brishane” frst arrived in
Australia last year,

1]

The sccommodation for the
Master and Officera is above that
of the pussengers in the main
bridge structure. The Master's
suite consists of a- large dayroom
panelled wn oak, with office, bed-
room, and bathroom adjacent.
The officers’ cabins are large and
well-furnished. and they have in
additon 2 comfortable smoke-
room, with a verandah at the
after end opening out on to 2
clear expanse of boat deck space.
On the bridge deck are also the
cngincers’ cabing, the wonmmo-
danon  for petty  officers  and
siewards, the hospital and laun-
dry.  The Chief Engincer, as is
the Master, 15 provided with a
suite congisting of a  bedroom,
dayroom, bathroom and office.
and therc is a2n excelleat lounge-
smokc-room for the cngincers.

The members of the crew are
herthed in two-berth cabinsg n
the brdge ‘tween decks amid-
.shi,:s ach room being well fuz-
nished with ample drawer zccom
modation, writing facthties, and
rcading lamps over the bunks.
Theze zre  separate messes for
each branch. served {from the
galley on the cafeteria principle:
and the crew members have also
their own recreation room and
laundry, and excellent sanitary ar-
rangements in large rooms C?uip'

ped  with hot and cold fresh
water, servicing  showers  and
hand basins,

The roomy galley, with its ad-
jacent baker's and butcher’s shops
and storergems, is all-electric and
serves the whole ship:  and s
situated at the fore end of the
bridge ‘tween decks.

The Navigation Bridge, ahowe
the officers” accommodation, is
completely enclosed as to its mid-
ship section which embraces the
steering wheels and electric tele-
graphs. The steering gesr 1s ehec-
tric, and is equipped with 3 gyro
piot unit by means of which the
ship, on a sea course, can be ser
to steer heraelf to within a frac
tion of a degree. Manual con-
trol, in the case of emergency,
15 immediately resumed by 2
simple “throw out™ zction with

the gyro pilot wheel, The ship
is equipped with a gyro master
and four repeaters.

Other navigational equipment
inclodes a Marconi wirelesa direc:
tion hAnder, radar, and echo
sounding. The patent log, stream-
ed from the taffrail, records elec:
triczlly in the Navigation Bridge

Cargo space consists of 561 470
cubi fect insulated for the car
nage ol frozen and chilled cargo.
and 239540 cubic feer uninsubat-
ed, i six holds, five of which,
with the lower ‘tween decks and
No. | upper ‘tween deck, are i
sulated. Compartments at  the
sides of the four remzining upper
‘tween decks ane prowided o carry
chilled cargo.

Numbers | and 2 hawchways
are on the long lorecastle and
they, together with  the  after
hateh, are fitted with stect hatches
sheingg horizontally. ~the rest of
the hatches arc ftted with the
orthedox  beams  and  wooden
hatehes,  Twebve motor driven
winches, sach of 6% horse power.
and four of 3% horse power, to-
wether with 4 deck crane, service
the hatches. . The Aoodhghting
of decks and holds 15 effected by
17 foodlights on the mast znd
samson poss - of which the ship
bas six- -while she is equipped
with 32 electric clusters c:'or the
interwor lighting of holds.

The  refrigerating  installation
consists  of three motor-driven
compressors ¢ach of 180 horse
povwer. togcther with hring pumps
and fans. The temperztures of
the holds are controlled by a
system of dectrical thermomer-
crs which provide readings in the
relrigerating engine room for 111
thermometers.  All the engine
room auxilares are elecincally
driven by 56 electric motors vary:
ing from 145 to } horse power.
Electrical equipment—which in-
cludes the windlass and capstun
—is supphed from four Diesel
driven generators of 300 kilo-
watis each, at 220 volts,

The ship has two auxiiary boil-
ers to supply steamr at 100 Ih. 2
square inch. for tank heating, dis-
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THE RIVER PLATE TRADE

IN THIS ARTICLE THE AUTHOR TELLS OF THE RUN HE ADJUDGES "THE BEST IN
THE WORLD." AND OF THE PLEASURES AND TRIBULATIONS OF ROSARIO AND

B.A.

HE Plate zun has always

-scemed 10 me to be the best
w the world. | think that most
men who have been deep-sca will
agrec with this. Iy is mosdy a
fine weathdt run, zbout six days
out {rom England to hear the old
sayng “this 5 the weather we
"mgned on fort”  Not too long
at sea, about twenty-six days at
ten knaots, and usually 2 fair spell
i purt, The river makes its pros
cnce visthle many miles out to
s¢a, the blue changing gradually
through varying shadces of hrown,
until i the estuzry it is almaost
as thick s mud.

All the world scems e mvet
at the Bar light-vessel.  On my
first trip 1o the Plate there were
over ffty ships at anchor in
Bucnos Aires roads waiting lor
orders. It was in 1912, at the
end of the depression. Some of
the ships had heen there for more
than threc months awainng 2
cargo. We had six wecks of it
before going up river to Rosario.

The lights of Buenos Aires (al-
ways known as B.A) were fant-
Iy visible each night. Besdes be
ing my Arst arip 1o the Plate,
was also my first trip w scz, and
1 was itching to got ashore for a
Tk -sec.

B.A, is the teeminal port lor
some of the smartest of the small-
or passenyer and the larger inter-
mediate shige  The Royal Mail,
Bue Star. and roulder Lincs all
run a regular service to the Plate,
thar smallvr ships gomig o the
up-fiver gofts for cargo.  Amonyg
the forgign passenger ships the
German "Cap Arcona™ and the
lalian “Augustus™  vecupicd
prominend  places amongst  the
many fnc ships to he seen. in
B.A. My personal  favourites
were the four lovely Prince Line
ships, on the run from New York
o BA, They will be remember-
ed as the MNorthern, Eastern,
Southern, and Western Princes.

To go to the other, 2nd less
pleasant extremc, there would be

The Herbour, Iusnsy Ares, mesting plocs of wme of the vear' finart linaer and
wargt frgmpa,
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by A. Wilkimson .

on display some of the world’s
most  dilapidated tramps:  old
trunk znd et stips, Greeka
or Panamanians, floating scrap
heaps, though goodness knows
some of ver own ships were noth-
INg 10 write home about.

The trip up River to Rasario
was always something full of in-
ierest.  I've never found out il
the pilots wer. wizards or the
Tiver was just asy o navigate.
1 can’t e:member much in the
way of woys, beacons or lead-
lichts.

Once past the Martin Garcia
har it zlways scemed o be just
a martter of following the course
of the Baver. 1 know we ap-
prentices wounld see i we could
steer close enouph to the bank
to sweep down the thick under-
groweh.  Certataly  the  pilota
didn't give many orders, or that’s
how it xll scema in retzospect.

Raszrio, a city of about 500,000
people. is over 200 miles up the
rver from BA. We would mke .
ahowt  therty-six  hours, against
the current the whole of the
way, only ane mlot, which seems
to bhear out my theory that it
wasn’'t too hard. On arriving in
Rosario roads we would maybe
have & few days there at anchor
waiting for z vzcant hereh. The
anchorage i between the Pray
Bentos meatworks and 2 small
island, with a sinster name, Mos-
quite  Island!  Never was an
isdand more rightly named! How
they loved us, with some new
blood to taste. There isn't 2 mos-
quite anywhere to touch them for
ferocity. They would come over
in vast clouds every evening.
Some ships would have smoke-

ot going on deck, but T always

ound the most secure spot to b
right under the mosquite net,

The chief exports from the At:
gentine are, of course, graim:
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meat; and  meat by products,
bones, dried blood, hides, erc.,
all hideous cargoes.

We would hate going under
the silo, for that meant a quick

_turnereund, and we wanted u few

nights z2shure.  The alternauves
o the sify were loadng bags hy
means of our own winches, or
moving 4 mik or so ahove the
town to a berth undvr the chiffs,
where the bags were shot down
long shouts from the cliff top 10
the hateh  planks, where  they
were bled open.  The hkeeding
was done in cach casc by mezns
of wvicious-booking  kmves  con-
stanily whetted on stones stuck
in the conwnient  sash,  The
wiglders of the kmives were no
less vicious lookmy than the in
struments they wiclded with such
dexerity.

Berthing here was more than
the uswl adventure, 1t was look:
ed upon s more af xn oan than
a science. ¢ news of going
up under the “Chffs™ meamt 1o
prepare heavy wires and drag out
the stream anchor, with all the
grumbles and growls assuciated
with the process. There are more
things that can g wrong with a
stream sachor than anything csc
I can Lok of.

Rossiar 5 quate a nice town:
somc googd picwuee  theatres 2nd
a iy good nmussion: the wsual
dives zlong the  warerfroni:
and the usuzl spots of hather
for the uwnwary, It was al
ways the thing on a1 Sunday
morning for all the apprenrices
who could get away o ke a
stroll into the city: ot from any
religiobs motives, but o gloat
over the misfontuncs of their
betters.  The gendarmes -had a
happy knack of running in as
many seafarcrs as they could find
after midnight on Szturday night,
the innocent suffering the same
fate as the guily. On Sunday
momning  the sinners  expiated
their crimes by sweeping the
streets, or doing some other such
menial task. [ suill sreasure the
vision of our third-mate and
fourth engineer busily engaged

in wzshing down horses. They
swore that they were innocent,
of course. t

Down the ziver from Romrio
are three or four small places we
always looked wpon as dumps,
San Nicholas and Villa Constity-
tion, tor cxample; they are small
one-shap ports, and mostly tepping
off placgs after Rosarw.  San
Nwhafas meant lyigg under the
clffs apam, with the doubtful
pleasure of having w ger out the
small boxt and ng wp 2o endless
whip hetwern ship, shore, and
hoat, the ¢urrent bemy oo swilt
for scuffing or rowing.

(nee Joaded, the tnp down
the reeer s unevenful unul the
Martin Garcia Bur 15 reached
It coudd sull remam uneventiul
here ol there a5 plemy of water
on the bar  Jtis just o mater of
picking 2 way past the thrce or
four suction dredges which zrc
always stationed here, and sailing
straight over. The depths, down
tor inches, are recordsd clectrically
by a complicated wde wauge on
Martin  Garcin  wsbnd, Thase
inches make Wl the difference
hetween smling vver 2nd the pos-
sibitity of hzving to anchor, per-
haps for onc day, maybhe dor 3
week, and could be, in the dry
season, {or some weeks,

The longest 1 was vver anchor
od there was for Ave days, The
height gauge was the focus of all
eyes, and it came up with a rush
just as the pilot had predicied it
would, as il som: one had taken
a mighty bucker and filled the
rivec.  [n the shortest possible
ume. for the river can drop zl-
most as zbruptly as it rises, we
were up anchor and avay.

B.A. was always the favourite
port for loading a full cargo or
tor tapping off with generil or
extza grain. [ mean it was &
favourite port 25 far a3 the crew
were concerned: T don't know
ahout the owners! The Customs
abways used o exert that livke
biz of extra squeeze there, more
than at the smaller poris. Perhaps
“squeezc” does them an injus-

3

tice, but the more cigancttes they
had 24 2 preseny, thén the easier
everything would go. They couid
make things very complicated if
they cared to stage what would
amount t0 a regulation strike.
The town docks are the pick of
the B.A. beeths, nght near e
the Mission.  What a  mission
thzt was, 2 fine building, tea and
tzh-nabs every night for supper:
x punw every Sunday:  and
something  doing  every mght.
Saturday might was the hoxing
night, some of the finest fighters

n the Argentine used to take the

ringe there, and & ringside scat was
as hard to get as at Maddison
Syuwire Gardens. Many an argu-
ment born on the passage out was
settled there, 1o the grear delighe
of the crowst  We all remember
the Missien pirls. What a grand
job they dl cntertaining every
o who ¢ame to the Mission
It was an zpprentices’ paradise:
all free. and that meant & lot on
§7- 2 month.

BA. s one of the world's
most beautiful cities. The main
streets have the names of great
days and persons in Argentinizn
history :  Alewrante Brown nms
from the city to the docks at vhe
Boca:  and the main thorough-
fare of all is Vingte Cinquo e
Mavya, the 25th May, the day of
the Declaration of independence
by the Argentine people.

The main street and sywares,
notably the Plaza de Mayo, have
beautiful shops, piciure theatres
and hotels. The pavements are
laid out in coloured mosaic de-
signs which reflect their bright
colours in the sunlight. Life be-
gins about ten p.m., and thia fts
in very nicely. Por anyone who
could spring the price of dinner
ashore it would be incomplete
without 3 rum omelette a3 the
sweet.  If not addicted to such

things you would be after you'd

tasted one.

The cabareta form the usual
cntertainmeni. There are dozens
of them, all doing 2 thriving trade
and all of them worth going to see
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RECRUITING CRUISE OF H.D.M.L. 1328

over 30,000 miles steaming  on
other work,
For instance, her cquipment was

DML 1328 is one of 2

number of harbour defence
motoe launches built during the
war in Australian yards for de
fence of our shores and harbours.
They were of wooden construction.
80 feet in length and of approxi-
mately 80 tons displacement. were
fitted with asdic, depth charges
and light anti-airceafo guns.

HD.M.L. 1318 was built in
Adclaide and was commissioned in
January, 1945, 5o she had no time
to prove her worth during the
war, but has since done 2 totab of
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modified and she wae anached
with several of her sistez ships w0
the 20th minesweeping Aotilla in
Eehruary, 1946, where the M.Ls.
carried out  shallow water and
pioneer sweeps and ming-disposal
duties.

Early las year it was decided
16 utilise the ship and her com-

ny as ambassadors for the
ﬁavy in ziver and small coastal
ports which normally had litde or
no direct contact with the service,

as part of the MNavy's recruiting l
campaign.

A trial ship was made in June
with Lieutenamt W. I. A Key,
R.AMNVR, in command, wisit-
ing the southern coastal ports of-
New South Wales, buy the crujse
was dogged by had weather, so
that much of the time was up-
avoidably wasted,

Preparations were made for a
second, much more ambitious, trip
o the Richmond and Clarence
Rivers, with the ship under the
command of Licutenant H. K.
Roberts, R.AN., who we leave o
tell of hjs experiences in his own
words. v

*I was indecd forwunate in hav
ing as my capable first licutenant,
Lieutenant P. J. Huson, R.AN.,
of South Australia, when we sail-
ed for the Richmond River three
days kater, on Sepiember Gth.

“We were lucky that qur pro-
grammoe provided a 24-hour breath-
ing space at Ballina, at the mouth
of the Richmond River, before
proceeding upstrearm to Lismore, as
we arrived somewhat exhausted
after meeting rough seas towards
the close of cur voyage.

“We covered the most interest-
ing and heautiful 64-mile journey
to Lismore with the aid of a pilot
from Ballina, and were wvery
warmly greeted by the headquar-
tera company of the Byron Scot-
tish Regiment, who provided a
guard of honour and a2 changing
of the guard ceremony in our
honour.

“Immediately following this

which was auended,by
abourt 800 people, in Lismore’s
teautiful Spinks Park, the Depury
Wayor oficially welcomed us at a
dance, where the ship's company
were guests of honour, These cere-
monies rather amazed us, a we
were such a tiny company, but we
found them to be typital of the
interest and }}oodwill displayed tor
ward the MNavy throughout ofir
whole trip in both rivers. Hulli+
dreds of people came down to 4
the ship, which was given a wery
good berth mear the city cemire,
and repeatedly the duty waick
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were kept scurrying from end o
end of the vessel, contralling the
activities of scores of school chil-
dren, who leapt abuard ar cvery
opportumty.

"I found thae | soon leared in
the bard school of cxpenenee
speak in public withawt having a
nervows seizure and by the cour
tesy of Radio 2LM  ev-p pained
some  cxpernee o broadcasting
which had beeo a myste feld he-
fore, At the emd of the np the
First Licutenant cven said that |
had to be restrained from leaping
to my feet at the drop of a hat "re
say 2 few words

*The ship's company were land-
cd wi as prear a vanewy ol rigs as
pussible- -blucs 2nd Jong whites by
might and cropical dress unaid sun-
set and ‘negative umpers  was
warn as night clothing, and they
maintuned z very high standard
of cleznliness and peatness under
difficultics, as ‘dhabeying’ in zn
M.L 15 a very big problem.

“They were wonderful recruit-
ing agents, all heing ready av all
times to belp an interested man
find out the “facts of hfe’ i the
Navy and they did, in fact, wll
hundreds of keen cnyuirics from
the ages of six to 60 of the atirac-
tions of the Scrvice.

“After 4 week v Lismuare we
started o work our way down the
Richmond, wisiing the towns of
Coraki, Woodburn, Broadwater
and Wardell before reaching Bal-
linz at the mouth of the river.

“The receptions tendered us
along the river were wonderful and
alf the ship's company nurture very
tender memories ot twe warmith of
these small twwns'  haspitality.
Wardell may be taken as 2n illus-
tration withour slight 10 the other
towns; the ship arrved therc at
1000 and wis met by members of
the RS.L. subhranch executive
who valunteered to drive all of the
ahip's company who could he
spared from wuork zround to have
a look at the very rich cane and
dairy farming district. N was mose
interesting to see cane being burnt,
cut and loaded and to leamn of the
local way of life and we returned

o be cntertained to a magnificent
lunch prepared at short notice by
2 local ladies’ avxiizry. In the
cvemny they again treated us ta a
wonderful meal followed hy 2
mast enpoyable dance. thewr enier-
tainment of us was all the more
appreciated, as our hosts were al-
most all husy farmers workiog
very hard i the Nush of the s
«u, yet oot wwy busy to Jase a day
w show dher goodwill o the
Navy, aod pive us an upportunity
1 meet the young men of the dis-
brt.

“After three days o Ballina,
which is 2 combined river and e
side town with heautiful heaches,
we wend do the Clarence Raver ana
proceeded upstream for 41 miles
to Crafton, Sunday, the 25th of
Scptember.

“Here again we were received by
the Mayor and represcntatives of
the Byron Scottish Regiment, who
did everything i their power to
help us in our object of recrusing
am:rin making our stay memorable
and enjoyable.

“Here, o, the vrgans o pub
licity, the ncwspaper and radia sta-
tuons *NR and *GF, who were
naturally very important 10 us,
facilitated our work by making
themselves avaalable for any service
we asked of them,

“During the week the Bishop of
Grafton came down 1o the ship
and Sir Eacle Page came on board
the moment he acrived in Grafton
by air on Friday, the 30th.

“We were moortd 2t the sea-
planc Janding berth and [ man:
aged to intercept bim as he land
ed. He was keealy interested in
the ship and our work, and car-
ned ovi a tharough inspection of
the vessel.

“QOur herth was again in 2 very
fzvourzble pasition and hundreds
of peaple (again a very large pro-
portion of schod chitdren), came
down for 2 look at the vessel and
a ‘natter’ wath the crew,

“Of course it was impracucable
to throw the ship open to wisitors,
bot a hmited number could be
conducted around by one man of
the duty watch so that people
could go away happy to have been

on board one of His Majesty's
ships. Bweryone's resaurcefulness
~as teated 10 anawer the hundreds
af yuestions fred 2t us about the
ship, the guns we carned and the
Navy penerally—little bays aften
can he awfully disconcerting wath
their guestions.

O Dietle nnecent fellow in
formed me after what shouid have
been an impressive talk abouwt our
Qerlikan gun, that w was really
only an ornament and wouldn'i
work because we didn’t have any
ammumition for w. 1 assured him
that it would, if we had the am-
munitioe,

"W visited South Grafton for
one dzy and returned to Grafion
to enable mir o broadvast the pas-
sage of arcraft from HMAS
“Sydney” over Grafton, the flight
having been arrznged to co-ordin-
ate with our visit and as 2 timulus
to recruiting.  This, too, provided
somc very anxious moments for
me, as [ was on the air withow a
scnpt expecting the  awcraft “at
any second,” but they didn't arrive
until after some very embarrassing
long, deadly hushes afeer [ had run
ot of verbal ammunvon and a
yuck  wspired  Creturn o the
studiv,’

"On Sunday. October 2nd, we
proceeded down the Clarence
Ulmarrz t2king as very interested
passengers seven of the Grafion
crew of sea-rangers, amnd from
there we procecded to Brushgrove
aml Lawrence, stzying one day wn
each wwn,

"Here we found the szme inter-
est and hospitality 2s had been dis-
played on the Richmond River and
we spent three days in the Jarger
town of Maclean, the centre of a
very nich and heautiful cane and
dzirying district, hefore moving to
Harwnod and YamBa, which s at
the mouth of the dver.

“We departed from Yamba on
Monday, the Idth, to arrive in
Sydney on the 12th of October,
after a most interesting trip which
we hope will produce 2 large num-
ber of recruits 2nd which certainly
was received with great enthusiasm
by the residents of the Northern
Rivers.
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Commander Neil Alexander Maekinnon, R.A.N,

MPOMMANDER Nal  Alexander  Mackmnim,

R AN the present Director of Naval In
telligence a1t Navy Othee, Melbourne, wus horn
on the 2h September, 1906, at Madras, Indw,
the son of Mr and Mrs Dopald D. D, Muckinnon,
of Movmong. Camperdown, Vie,

Receiving  his  carly  education ar  CGeelony
Grammar School, he eatered the Royul Australun
Naval College i 1920, collecung various disting
tions during his lour years there. He was ap:
pointed Chaef Cadet Capeain in December, 1922
gained his volours for cncket, hackey and twnnis,

and on Passing Out was awarded the King's

Medal, hewng also the winner of the Governor
General’s Cup

His first sea appontment as 2 Midshipman was
1o HM AS. “Brishanc.” after which he pro
ceeded overscas in H.M.AS. “Adelande™ when
that ship left Australia with the British Specul
Service Squadron i April, 1924, He put in his
Midshipman's time in the Royal Navy in HM
Ship “Ramithes,” and the destroyers “Watch-
man” and "Velox"  There followed his Sub
Lievtenant’s cowrse, and then an appomtmmt w
the baule-crwiser quer

Time moved on to 1918 the year in which
the present HOMLALS. “Austriia™ became a vt
of the Royal Australian Navy, and on her com
missioning in Apnl, Neil Mackinnon—who had
heen promoted Sub-Licutenant the previous year
—was zppomted to her. In 1929 he was promeot:
ed Lieutenant, and during 1930-1931 was Flag-
Lieutenznt to Admiral E. R, G. R, Evans (now
Admiral Lord Mountevans), the then Lieutenant-
Commander H. M. L. Waller being Signals Of-
cer

in 1931-1932 he ook the Signals Course at
H.M. Signals Scheol in England, qualifying in
1932, following which he was appointed FPlag-
Lieutenant to Admiral Evans, then Commander-
in-Chief on the Africa Station.

This was the period of the Tschekedi Khama
affair, and Neil Mackinnon was one of those who
accompamed the Commander-in-Chief when, as
acting ngh«Cornrmmoncr he rushed an escort
of 200 sailors and marines to Serowe, the capital
of Bechuanaland, and temporarily deposed Tach-
ekedi from his position as Acting Chiel of the

Bamangwato as a resubt of his flouning the zdmin
sstrabion.

Fullowwng bis term as Flag-Licutenant to Ad-
maral Evans, Neil Mackinnon retumed to H.M.
Signals School in England, later returning to Aus-
traliz o the Signals Schoul at Flinders Naval
Depot.

His next appointment was to the Squadron as
Signals Officer and Flag-Lieutenant, for a wvery
briel period o Rear- Admiral Lane Poole, and then
o Rear-Admiral Custance, Commodore Patter-
son, and Rear-Admical Crace. At the outhreak
of war in 19}¢ he was—now Lieutenant-Com-
mander—in HM.AS “Canberra,”™ transferring
from that ship with the Flag o HM.A. Ships
“Perth™ and “Hobart” during his rerm as Flag-
Licurcnant.

in April, 1941, he came to 2 shore appointment
in charge of the Signals School at Flinders Naval
Depot, remaining there until December, 1942, be-
ing appointed the following month in command
of HM.AS “Stuart.” Promoted Commandcer in
1943, he became Commanding Officer  of
HM.ASL “"Warramungza™ in March, 1944, and
was awarded the LS. Legion of Merit:  Degrec
of Officer, for his services in that ship during ac-
tions in the South West Pacific in 1944

Following this appontment—which was unfor-
tunately cut short by illness on the Allied land-
ings atr Leyte in October, 1944--he was Com-
manding Officer of HM. A5, “Watson,” H.M.A.
Radar Training School in Sydney; and later Di-
rector of Naval Communications at Navy Offce,
Melbourne: and he came to hia present zppoint-
ment 25 Director of Naval Intelligence from that
of Bxecutive Officer of HM.A 5." Awstralia.™

Commander Mackinnon marmied, while in Eng-
land in 1936, Rachel Frances Hilton, daughter of
the Rev. ). H. Moleaworth, of Ouery 3. Mary,
Devon. He is the father of two sons and one
daughter. \

Lord Mountevans, in his hook “Adventurous
Life,” apeaks of his erstwhile Flag-Lieutenapds
athletic prowess, and he maintains hia interest in
gamea calling for some expenditure of phyaical
encrgy, listing his recreations as tennis, squash,
and golf.
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COMMANDER MEIL ALEXANDER MACKINMOM,
Director of Nava! Inhllnq.nu
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.grown up with the Navy,

FRANK

CERALD CUMMINS

With Many Years In The Public Service, He Is Today
Agssistant Secretary Of The Department Of The Navy,
And Secretary To The Naval Beard.

BEH] NE chat exprossion of Aus
tralia’s naval power which 13
scen and appreciated by Austra
lizns gencrally- -the ships them:
selves, the officers and sadurs 10
their  wniforms, the sound and
cotour which go w make the un-
derstandable picture of Naval e
casions to the waterfront spoctator
and readers of the acwspapers-
15 & large, far-reaching and essen-
ual civilian vrpamisation which has
and
which is tw no small degree in-
votved n the gencrat cficiency of
the Service.

It is an  organisation  which,
headed by the Secrctary of the
Departaeni, is responsible for the
continumg  administration of the
Navy as a Service Department.
Specific  and  highly  imporant
charges devolve upon it, as those
of Naval Vicraalling, Naval Stores,
Records, Files, alt the involved de-
tails of runping a large-scile un-
dertaking. Unless it {unctioned
efficiently, the Navy of the popu-
lar conception could not success-
fully operate vither n peace or
War.

Austraba has been forunate in
having been well served hy those
who make up this avilian organi-
savon of the Navy, Public Ser
vants who, so (ar as those in the
senior ranks are concerned have
given many years of ther life w
the Department with its intercsts
at heart, agd, m the case of the
younger members, have an estab-
lished tradition to foltow in which
an eoviable standard has heen set.

The present semvor members of
this cvilian organisation, s dJdid
the present senicsd members of the
uniformed branch of the Service,
started Naval life with the estah-
lishment of the Royal Australian
Navy dose on 40 years ago. They
were young Departmental clerks

fresh from school when their uni-
formed cotlcagues were boys at the
Royal Austrahan Naval College.
It 15 but natursl thai, developing
on diffesont. though parallet lines,
there should develop certam differ-
cnces of outlook. Bui the sound-
ness of the orgamsation, and of
the indwaduals comgprising i, as
well as of their tminine in cheir
respecuve ficlds, s reftected in the
team spane, which, over all, cxists
berween the iwo mam branches of
the MNavy

OF the ey positons of contact
between Civlian and Uniformed
Personnel a3 Navy Office, those of
the Civilian side of Head of "N”
c—which is to say Hcad of the
Naval Staff Scerctariat —of Secre
tary e the Naval Board, and of
Assistant Sceretary of the Depart
ment, are among the most im-
portant. The subject of these
notes, Mr. Frank Gerald Cummins,
was Head of "N” duning the lat-
ter months of che recent war, and
was appointed Assistant Secretary
of the Department and Secretary
1o the Naval Board in June last,
in all of these positions succeeding
Mr. T. ] Hawking, who was re-
cently appointed Secrctary, De-
pariment of the Navy.

Frank Gerald Cummins was
burn on the 26th September, 1896,
at Bendipo, Victoria. His people
were on the land, and he spent his
carly years on their farming and
grazing property at Rochester, A
Government scholarship rook him
to Bendigo High Schont-—wherc
one of his class mates was a futurc
Test Captain, W. M. Wood full- -
and he became Dux of the School
and its champron athlete in 1914,

In this year he sarted out on
the serious career of life, being 2p-
pointed 0 the Commonwealth
Public Service in the Department
of Defence shortly after the out-

break of war in Avgust, 1994,
He served in the Registry and
Scerctariat, and was for a perwsd
Pewate Secrctary to Sir Willam
Glasgow . who was then Mimister
for Defence.  In 1929 he began
his close assonation with the Navy
with his {ranefer to "N~ Branch.

At this period he was {or somw
years Sccretary to the Naval Col-
lege Interviewing Committee, and
he remembers many preseot-day
Naval Officers as small hoys lacing
this huzrdle beyond which lay the
horizon of their hopes.

There came a spell of lour
years away {rom Navy Office,
when, n 1936 he was apponted
Cost Accountant at the Ordnance
Factory, Manbyrpong, heing sub-
sequently transferred o the Muni-
tions Department Head Office as
Assistant Accountani.  Wah the
increasing  pressurc of work  at
Navy Office, he was rocalled theee
in October, 1940, 1o take somc of
the weight from the heavily burd
entd shoulders of Mr T. ). Haw-
kins, then Head of N, and short-
ly afeer his petarn w che Navy D
partment, Mr. Cummins was ap:
[::mcd Assistant Head of "N,

ng appointed Head of "N n
September, 1944, when Mr. Hawy-
%ins moved on to hecome an As-
sistant Secretary of the Depart-
ment,

In June, 1949, lurther advance-
ment came to Mr. Cumming with
his appointment as Assistant Sec-
rctary, Deparement of the Navy,
and Secretary to the Naval Board,
in which dual capacity he 15 at
present scrving at Navy Office.

Looking back to the “strenuous
and stirring” war days at Navy
Oihce, when the 40-hour weck was
2 distant mirage and the lights
burned bekind the Mack-out cur-
tains cvery night and the working
dzy ended anywhere up towards
midnight, it is the volume of signal
traffic that was handled which re-
mains a5 his cutstanding memory.
It increased to majur proportions
with the arrival of the Americans
in 1942 "They descended on masse
complete with cipher machines and
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all the timmings and had a g
and efficient orgamsation function-
ing within 24 hours.” The armival,
later on,_ of the British Pacific
Fieet, created more problems—
and more work,

But the Navy Office machine,
by now well geared to war, took
the strain well. As an instance of

Jamcary, 1980,

© mins played

, MR, FRANK GERALD CUMMINGS,

the volume of trafic handled, at
the peak of the war penod the sig:
nals and cipher stafis ac Navy
Office totatled round about 300.
In his younger days Mr. Cum-
cothall, Australian
Rules, with Elserpwick and Met-
ropolitan Amateurs, was a regular
tenniy enthusiast, and did*a great

deat of foot running. He still plays
some tennis, and is 2 keen foothall,
cricket, and tennia fan. For less
strenuous exercise he enjoys motor-
ing, and does as much as the petrol
position permits, He is married,
and, with a lamily of two sons and
one_daughter, he and his wife live
at Elgernwnck,
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QUESTION BOX

CONDUCTED BY
Cuptaln R. C. C. Daws, A.LN.A., Lomion

Keaders sra invited to wend in any quories on nawfical matters, and we thall
sndeavour to anewer Fhem in thews columas.

R. 5. D. (Fremanile) asks for
some details of the shps desipnated
“batthe-cruisers” and  huw  they
came to get the name.

The first so-called “hattle-cruis-
ers” were hakd down in 190506,
and were the extensim ol the de
sign which had produced the ar-
moured crusers ~ Achibles,” " Coch-
rane,” “Minotaur” end  “Shan-
non.” Lord Fisher had always ad-
vecated hghtly armoured, armed
ships with very high speed, gnd
the invenuon ul the turhing by Sir
Charles Parsons, then homng -
stalled wn the lners “Maerctania”
and “Lusitanta,” promscd the high
sped required.

The first thrce sistcrs were the
“Invinable,” “InfBexible” and “In-
domitable,” built by Armstrongs,
Joha Brown and the Fairfield Ship-
building Co. respcctively, and com-
pleted in 1908-09. Their displace-
ments were 17,250 tons; dimen-
sions were 330 leet long by 783
feet beam by 26 feet draught; tur-
bines were 41,000 horse-power for
a2 speed of 26 knots.  Armament
was eight L2inch guns, with a

ry armament of sixeeen 4-
inch, and five machine guns. Their
complement was 780 men. The
highest cost of any ane of the three
sisters was £1,768,995!

The next three sisters were the
“Indefatigable,” “New Zealand™
and “Australiz,” buit by Deven-
port Dackyard, Fairfield Shipbuild-
ing Co., and John Brown respec-
tively, and completed in 1911-13.
Their displacements were 18,800
tone; dimensions were 355 fegt
long by 80 feet beam by 264 fect
draught: turbines were 48,000
hoese-power for @ speed of 75
knots, which they all bettered.
Armament was still eight 12-inch

_guns with 2 secondary armament

.

of axtecn +anch, four 3-pounders -

and Bwe machine guns, their com-
plement being 790 men, and high-
cB cost £1,700,000. The “New
Zeatand™ was buily at the ode of
the Dominion of New Zeatand and
presented  to the Royal Nawy,
whilst the “Australia™ was the fiest
flagship of the new Royal Ausra-
lian Nawy.

All six of thesc ships had a
single two-gun tureet on the fore-
castlc deck and the quarter deck,
with a singlc two-gun turret on
cach heam, arranged so that they
could all firc ahead, astern and
abteam, but in actual practice, it
was found thu fring across the
decks amdshups strained the ships
badly, so that it was scldom done.

A very big advance was now
made in the next two ships. These
were the “Lion™ and “Princess
Roval.™ buift by Devonport Dock-
yard and Vickors respectively, and
completed in 1912, Their displace-
monts were 16,350 tons: dimen-
sions were 660 feet long by BB%
feet beam by 28 feet draught; tur-
bines were of 75,700 horse-power
for a speed of 28§ knots, bettered
on trial.

Armament had increased to
cight L3.5-inch guns, sixieen 4-
inch and smaller guns, their com-
plement being 980 men, They car-,
ried two-gun turrets superfiring on
the forccastle deck, one two-gun
turret between the second and third
funnels, and a single two-gun tur-
ret on the quarter deck, When
“Lion" was first completed, she
carried 2 tripod mast abaft the frst
funnel, but when she was carrying
out her trials and steaming at some
30 knots, her fire-controi officers
and zatings had 1o abandon the
control top of senoke, Bame
and ashes, for all these ships were

- - ': 't‘ v
coal burmers. “Lion" was unof-
cially dubbed HM.S. “Hellire,”
and had to return to the dockyard
for reconstruction, which resutted
in her first funnel being shifted
further aft, and a mast shi
Eed between the bridge and ¢
rst funnel. Ewven so, the control,
mﬁ were always uncomfortable
when steaming fast. Highest cust
of the two was £2,092.214.

An azlmost 1dentical ship, though
shghtly larger, was the “Queen
Mary,” built by Palmers. Jarrow,
and completed in 1913, Her dis-
placement was 27,000 tons, dimen-
sions being 660 fet long by 8% feet
beam by 18 fect draught; turbines
were 79,000 horse-power for 2
speed 284 knots.  (The immense
increase in power of wurbincs from
theis first installation in the “Car-
mania” in 1903 i3 noteworthy).
Armament was the same as the
“Lion™ class, mounted in smilar
positions. Complement  increased
to 1000,

The next ship was the “Tiger,”
built by John Brown, and com:
pieted in October, 1914, Her dis-
placement was 28,500 tons, dimen-
sions being 660 feet long by 904
feet beam by 281 feet draught;
wirbines were 108,000 hosse-posrer
for a speed of 30 knots. Arma-
ment increased to cight 13.5-inch
gans with twelve &inch and
smajler guns far a secondary arma-
ment. A rearrangement of boiler
rooms, placing them: afl to
gether allowed the third two-gun
turret to be mounted with ks
magizincs between the boiler rooms
and the engine rooms, allowing it
to IE OVET gun turret on
the quarter deck. In this, she fol-
lowed the “Kongo.” of the Japa-
nese Navy, built by Vickers in
1913,

The next two were the sisters,
“Renown™ and “Repulse,” build-
ing as 26000-ton battlethips of
the "Royal Sovereign™ class. When
war broke out in 1914, Lord Pisher
sloé)ped construction of sthem and

had them redesigned as battle-
cruisers. They were built by Fair-
fredd Shipbuilding Co. John

Brown respectively, being camphet-

bed|
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ed in Scptember, 1916, Thew dis-  Brishane. The mcssicn i
placement was 26,5%%0 tons {33,000 and “Ulocloo™ went to ber amiet:

wne decp load), dimensions being
750 feet long bi‘QO feet beam by
3 feet deep t. Turbines
were 120,000 horserpower for a
maximum speed of 323 knows. Ar-
mament was six | 5-inch guns, with
2 seoond armament of seven
teen 4 guns and smaller.
These were mounted with twe two-
gun turreta superfiring on the fore
castle deck, and one two-gun tur-
ret on the quarter deck. Comple-
ment, 1205 men,

All the battle-cruisers up to
these ships had armour of not more
than nine inches overside.
next class were désigned as 2 re-
ply to a2 clam of heavily armoured
ships being built by Germany, and
were really battleships.

This was the famous “Hood™
clam, of which only the protot
was completed. She was built
John Brown, being completed in
1920. Her displacement waa 41,200
wna (46,000 tons deep load),
dimensions being 810 feet long by
104 feet beam by 284 feet draught
(31} deep load); turbines, 144,000
horse-power for a speed of 32
knots. Complement, 1300 men.
Cost £6,025,000. Sisters_ " Anson,”™
“Howe™ and “Rodney,” not com:
plered.  Side armour was |4 inches
thick.

Battje.cruisers had the speed of
crujsers and were intended to take
line of bartle.

Of the above ships, “Indefati

ble,” "ITnvincible™ and “Queen

ry" were sunk at Jutland, 31st
May, 1916; “Repulse” was sunk
by the Japanest on 10th Decem-
ber, 1941, and “Hood" was sunk
“Bismarck™ on 24th May,
1941, The others were all beoken
up excepting “Australia,” which
wag scuttled off Sydney Heads in
1924,

GOW.E . (Brisbane) ashn for
details of the lom of Howard
Smith’s steamer “Cooma.”

“Cooma,”
2L.4 feet deep, was built 'in 1907
by A. Stepben & Sons, Glasgow.
On Tth, July, 1926, " Cooma™
went ashore on North Reef. near

Juwmary, 1998
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ed at Port .
made o refloat “Cooma,” and on
August 13rd. she waa aficat when
the towdine broke and she ground-

lem operator
During the night of 25th, January,
1927, “Cooma™ took fire and was
burnt out, the mlvage crew on
board swimming to the North Reef
Lighthouse, from W'hté!! they were

picked up steamer
“Chronoe™ the following day and
landed at Brishane. “Cooma™

proved a total lom.

1 W. (Camberwell) asks for in-
formation of the ship "Blue Jac-
ket,” which, he undemstands, was
burnt ar sea

“Biue Jacket™ was a wooden full
rigged ship built in 1854 by R. E.
Jackson, at Fast Boston, US.A
She was of lmftom' her b:imn-
sions being 220 feet lon 416
beam by 24 feet deep. Sge arrived
in Liverpool from Boston on 20th.
October, 1854, having crossed the
Atlantic in 12 days, 1O hours.
She was then pu by J. 1.
Prost, of London. She was loaded
28 one of the Fox Line of packets,
and sailed for Melbourne on &th.
March, 1855, arriving out in 69
days.

On her lam voyage, she left
Lyttleton., homeward bound by
way of Cape Hoen, and on $ch.
March, 1863, was abandoned on
fire near the Palkland Inlands, On
Sth. December, 1871, her bgure-
head, 2 man in an old milor’s uni-
form, 1 blue jacket with yellow
buttons, the jacket open at the
front without 2 waistcoat, locee
shirt, knotted handkerchief round
the neck, broad belt, large breckle
and cutlass hilt at the mde, was
found washed up at Rottnest
Island, near Premantle, W.A, It
waa badly charred, but easily iden
tifiable aa belenging to the “Blue
Jacket.”

“Wahine™ (Manly) has scen

n-ﬂl""-'-? Ll R
...w""".“' w-—
abie” i “dt. 3
and asks for some notea about ber.
“Wahine” was built by W.
Denny & Co,, Glasgow, in 1913
for the Wellington-Lyttheton ferey
service, and ran in conjunction
with the steamer ™ " untll
on¢ moming in March, 1915, whep
on arrival at Lyttleton, she was
requisitioned by the Brtish Ad-
miralty for ial service,
left the saame night for Dunedin.
After a few days, she left for Suex
direct, then went on to Malta,
wap ueed as 2 despatch vesml for
a year, between Malta and
Mudros, her speed of 24 knota al
lowing her to proceed uneacorted
without much chance of a success
ful submarine awack. She thm
went to England, where her pas-
senger accommodation wias remove
ed, and she was converted into a
minefayer. With the “Orvieto,”
“Paris,” “Princess Margaret™ and
“Biareitz,” she formed part of the
high-speed squadron that laid the
minefelds along the Belgian coam |
near Zecbrugge. Late in 1919,
she was reconditioned by her build-
crs, and returned to New Zealand.
With the "“Maori™ she maintan-
ed the service until 1931, ohen
the new stcamer “Rangitia” join- ~
ed her, and "Maori™ me the
reserve ship. [0 1946, the “Hine-
moa” arrived in New Zealand
waters to run with the “Rangl-
tira,” whereupon " Maori™ s sold
w0 China and "Wahine” became
the reserve ship.  Becabse of the
accident to “Wanganedla,® and
the fact that “Monowai” had nct
completed  refitting,  ““Wahine™
mndE a number of voyages to Ams:
traba, but has now reverted to a
reserve ship for her old service,

B.S. (Toorak) asks for the daee
of the loss of the “Pomana,” &
sailing ship. 2

“Pomona” was an iron full ng-
ged ship of 1200 tons, built by
R. Steele & So, Greenock, im
1867, for J. & A. Allan (later the
Allandl:"m),“,ln 12191 J:ecqm i
to Andrew Weir & Co., h.?

cember, 1902, -




THE RAN's NEW

HM.AS. “Tobruk,” which Underwent Contractors’
Sea Triska Last Month, I A Notable Addition T
Australia’s Shipbuilding Record.

TN August, 1946, the keel of a

destroyer, the lirgest of that
ciass of ship yet to be built in
Australia, was laid 12 Cockatoo
Island Dockyard, Sydney. On
the 20th. December, 1947, with
the huii of the vessel completed,
Mra. Riordan, the wife of the
then Minister for the Navy,
christened her HMAS. “To-
bruk”, and she slid down the
ways and took the water success-
fully. Now, two years later,
“Tobruk™ (s completed, and [ast
month underwent her contract-
or’s sea trials.

As her name suggesss, the new
destroyer is one of the “Batfe”
Class—her sisters of cthe Royal
Navy include such well-remem-
bered Nawal ocasions as "St
Kitta,™ “St. James,™ “Solebay.”
“Gabbard,” and  “Jatland™—
whicl. are vessels whose plans em-

¥ experience gained in che
Second World War, with the re-
salt that the ships of this class
are much more powerful fighting
units than their predecessors.

Among the improvements and
innovations included in the orig-
inal Admiraley plans for the
“Battles," that of higher fuef-
SATYING capacity is one that pe’
culiarly fits them for Pacific ser-
vice, in which long distances are
an  outsanding feature, Theijr
improved armament is znother
point in their favour for service
in the Royal Auvetralian Navy,
for it is such that the ships are
more efficient fighting units in
beavy weather than were the
earlier destroyers, and heavy
weather is not unknown on the
Australian Seation.

The main armament of the
“Bartles™ i their 4.5-inch guns.
ind these, instead of being only
partially covered by shields, and

oaly partially power-operated, as

is the casze in the “Tnbal™ clags
vessels, are fully enclosed in tur-
rets, and are fuily power-operat-
ed. In the earlier classes of de-
stroyem, fire could sometimes be
mainzined with the main arma-
ment in bad weather only by 2
reduction of apeed; but the com-
piete enclosure in turren in these
new vessels not only gives some
protection o the guns' crews
against counter fire, bu also pro-
tects them against heavy weather
and high sexs, enabling the guns
to be fought while the ship main-
tains speed.

The fact that the guns are
fully power-operated, makes pos-
sible the maintenance of a much
higher rate of continuous fire
than formerly. In addition to be-
ing fully enclosed and power-op-
erated, the guns are the instru-
ments of greatly improved fire
controf armangements; they are
all-purpose, and can be used for
antiship, shore bombardment,
and highangle antiaircrafs fre,
Through them, therefore, the at-
tacking power of thia class of de-
stroyers is increased to 3 consid-
erable extent.

In jts secondary armament
suitable for short mange surface
and anti-aircraft fire, the “Batde™
destroyer is also an advance on
ita predecessors. It in equipped
with the latest anti-submarine de-
vices, and the various weapon
improvements are supplemented
by the instaflation of the mom
modern radar equipment, Riving
the utmost possible accuracy of
fire, and determining with a great
degree of exactitude the position
of targets, whether of ships or
aiecrafe.

One radical change in orthodox
d;:;gn. and which wag incorpor-
a in the original Admirahy

plans, prowides for seeping quart-
ere for both oficess and men both
fore and aft in the shipa of this
cas. In emrlier clasex of ships
in all categories, oficers have—in
the normal run of design—alept
aft aad the men forward. But
experience of the las war show-
ed that it was essential that both
officers and men should sicep as
closely an they could to the par-
ticufar battle station to which
they were allotted. The new ar-
rangement of asleeping quarters
in.b the “Battles™ makes this pos-
aible.

Ventilation genenally through-
out the ships of this class has
also been considerably improved
on previous designe, and in a
aumber of compartment air-con-
didoning has been insalled.

In building the “Bartie” clasa
vessels in Australia, the Royal
Austratian Navy has retained all
these features of the original
Admiraiey design. But the R.AN.
Construction Branch haa other-
wise considerably modified and
altered the detailed plans, in or
der to permit the i ration
in the new destroyer of better
amenities for the Ship's Comple-
ment, and the provision of addi-
tionzl secondary armament to
that with which the Battle Class
vessels of the Royal Navy are

equipped.

The improved amenities are
those planned to make the ships
more auitable for service in the
Tropica. They include, amon
other things, a better layout o
messes and living quarters; the
provision of a cafeteria aystem,
of refrigerator units and cold-
water drinking sets; the inclusion
of a laundry equipped with a
washing machine and drying ap-
paratus; a roomier Sick Bay than
that in other destroyera; and im-
proved faciliies for bathing.

The inclusion of these modit-
cations and improvements called
for the devising of means of sav-
ing weight in some parta of the
ship 20 compensate for extra

The Nevy

weight that inevitably would have
to be placed in other parts. The
problem was solved by providing
for the use of aluminium in cer-
tain of the upperworks, n:ldtl_ie
vesse] and its equipment, and in
the furniture, kit lockers, and
mess fitinge. Purthermore, a
considerable part of the minor
bulkheads and deckhouses are

. built of a non-corrosive alumin-

ium altoy.

A feather in Australiza cap
lice in the fact that many import-
ant components of the engines
and boilera in the new destroyer,
components which arc of the
most highly technical type and
called for 3 high standard of
technical eficiency in their con-
sruction, were magde entirely by
Australian workmen from Awus-
tralian materials. This ia a dis
tinct advance in Australian ability
and workmanship, ac in the paat,
similar parts were always import-
ed from overscas when destroy-
era have been built here.

The engines of the “Tobruk™
are the most po marine ¢n-
gines that have ever been buiit
in the Commonwealth, develop-
ing a votal of 50,000 shaft horse
power on two shafts. The boil-
ery are of three-drum watertube
type, and are fceed with super
heatera. With a displacement
tonmage of 3,300 tons, a bengeh of
379 feer and 2 beam of 41 feer,
the designed speed of the ship
is over 32 knot.

“Tobruk,” and Ther sister,
“Anzac” which is being com-
pleted at Williamstoun, will be
valuable additiona to the grow-
ing Royal Austratian Navy, and
will play significant parts in any

dutiea that the Royal Australizn .

Navy may at any future time be
called upon to perform.
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BUSY WATERFRONT.

Melbournc residents overlook-
ing Holson's Bay have become
accustomed to seeing the bay
with quite 2 number of ships ly
ing at anchor awaiting berths.
Towards the end of lzst year the
statc of congestion of the port
was chronic, and the Bay ar
night tﬁnwntcd quite a spectache
with the brilliant deck lights of
the waiting ships. [n zn acral
photograph of the Victoria Dock
in the River Yarrz lzst month, an
“Argus”  photographer  listed
quite a Aecet of ships flling every
available berth, and representing
a number of nztions and trades
with the vessels “Pioneer Wave.”
“Tiipanas,” "Hoegh Silvercloud.”
“Scottish  Monarch,”  “Parra-
koola,” "Beatus,” “Goonawarrz,”
“"Rhodesia Star,” “Yarrawonga,”
“Dongola,” “Springbank,” "“"Mer-
kur,” “Braeside,” “Port Victor,”
"Ceramie,”  “lrom  Duke” and
“River Murray.”

ALLIED DEFENCE SHIPPING
POOL

Canada’s Prime Minister, Mr.
St. Laurent, last month annolinc-
ed that his Government was dis-
cumsing, particularfy with the
United Kingdom Government, the
establishment of an Allied de-
fence shipping pool, which Can-
ada hoped would assure the ful-
flment of her shipping needs in
time of war, according to a re-
port from Ottawa. Under the
proposed  plan, Camada would

have 2 deep-sea merchant Beet
of 00,000 tons, compnsing 40
shipe, compared with her present
tonnage of 1,200,000 tons. Sub-
sidiary measures would celezse
shipowners  from  restrictions
against the sale abroad of vessels
buift in wartime, and enable un-
employed merchant seamen to
come under an official vocazional
trzining  scheme. Pending  the
creation of the proposed pool, the
Government, Mr. 5t Lauremt
said, would give a one-year sub-
sidy of three million dollars to
the Canadian shipping industry.

GERMAN SHIPBUILDERS.

Dr. Schiller, the Hamburg
Alderman for Economic Afairs,
stated fast month that Hamburg
shipbuilders have more than
doubled their orders since the
Bonn Agreement gave additional
shipbuilding rights to Germany.
At the beginning of December,
orders totalled £3,500,000 Sterl-.
ing.

ALL-AFRICA SCHEME

The South African Govern: *

mcnt is sponsoring a conference,
which’ it is planned to hold a:
Johannesburg towards the end
of this year, at which will be dis-
cumed measurcs which may re-
sult in Africa becoming a grear
exporting continent. Representa-
tives of Britain, the Britih Col-
opies in Africa, and the Gov-
ernments of Prapce, Belgivm and
Portugal, will mest to discuss a
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great scheme for the linking up
of all Africa, by which it is hop
ed 1o step up Africa’s production
of food and raw materials by
facllitating land  cransport. be-
tween all African territories.

BRITAINS TOURIST
ATTRACTIONS

In the chase for the Almighty
Doltar, the British Travel Asso-
ciation has issued 2 new booklet
in which the lure of Britam's
literary shrines is being exploited
in the hope of attracting more
tourists with dollars to spend, On
2 map in the booklet—which is
entitled "'Literary Asociations in
Great Briain and Northern Ire-
fand"—areas of literary interest
are indicated as “Shakespeare's
Country™,  "Scotts  Country,”
and so on, accompanicd by brief
notes on the authors. Ower
half-a-million tpurists visived Brit-
ain during the year 1948, and
spent £47 million. Of this oral,
100,000 were Americans who

" spent some £134 millions” worth

of dollars.

AUSTRALIA MAY LOSE

LINERS

One result of the Britsh drive
fsor the 9t!‘_\tl.mti\': tourist trade
uring 1950 may—aceording to
the London "Daily Express™—be
that some of the hrge modern
liners on the Unpited Kingdom-
Australia run might temporarily
be diverted from the Australian

- Scotland”
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tfade. The pewspaper reported
timlanmm:;u!hmoiphne

. between the Treasury and rep-

rescneytives of the Shipping Com-
panies acd the Transport Minis-
try regarding the tranafer of ves
sels to other services. The Upit-
cd Kingdom-India-Australia run
is likely to be that most affected,
as plns are for the Cunard
White Star Line to charter P. &
0. ships for the Atlantic luxury
trade, vessels suggested being the
"Himalaya™ a;ud- ;Smct};'edcn,“
and pomibly also the ™ usan,”
the fatest P. & . ship, complet-
-ng at Barrow.

NORTH ATLANTIC

It is anticipated that the North
Atlantic will conatitute the big-
gest shipping boctleneck this year,
when that oceans routes will
have to carry a ot of traffic.- It
is estimated that two million
people will go o Rome for Holy
Year, apart from other travel. To
help to cope with this, it is ex
pected that the former German
liner, the $0,000-ton “Buropa,”
and the 16,000-ton "Empress of
will operate in the
trade.

BRITISH SHIPBUILDING

During the calendar years
1946, 1947 and 1948, orders ac-
cepted by Brtish  shipbuilding
firms | totalled 1,516,000 tons,
1,814,000 ions, dnd 1,345,000
tons respectively. At the end of
1948, however, orders’ in hand in
Beitish  yards had fallen to
400,000 tons. Though many
shipbuilders had orders on their
booke suficient to kecp their
yards satisfactorily employed for
some 18 months o two years,
beyond that the outlook is re-
garded aa “grievously uncertain.”

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS

Various factors contribute to
thin condition. There is the re-
appearance of both Germany and
lapan in the shipbuilding scene
for one thing. Then, akhough an

Il

uncomfartably hrge

of the British Merchant Service
has passed beyond its normal
economic life, the high cost of
new tonnage, the rising price of
fuel, the dificulty of qmoting
frm prices, and doubts as to the
trend of the Ereight rates, are de-
terring owners from entering the
market. Furthermore, the liner
reconversion and reconditioning
programme is now near comple:
tion, and a0 far devaluation has
not brought in from the United
States of America the orders that
had been canvamed. In  fact
President Truman has ordered
the preparation of legislation to
raise the shipbuilding subsidies
as an offset to the cffects of the
devaluation of Sterling. As a
result, both employers and work-
era in the Beitish yards are be
coming increasingly  concerned
over the longer-term outlook,

OCEAN TERMINAL AT
SOUTHAMPTON.

Plans have been prepared for
the erection of a new passenper
terminal at Ocean Dock, South
ampton, the building of which is
estimated to cost £750,000. The
terminal, which will accommaodate
the Atlantic “"monsters”™ “(ueen
Mary™ and “Queen Elizabeth,”
will be of two storeys, surmount-

ed by an cighty*foot tower which *

will be a landmark for overseas
viKtOrs. :

The tesminal will be served by
railway, and two full-length boar
traing will be able to operate
simukaneously from  an isfand
platform on the ground figor.

HAMBURG'S RENAISSANCE.

The port of Humburg is mak-
ing a marvellous recovery, and
has been transformed Ence the
end of the war.
the 2,700 ships which were sunk
in the harbour have been remov-
ed, and fifty per cent. of the har-
bour insallations are in working
order. The shipyards will get
150,000 tors of steel this year,

and will be permitted to build 1
ships up 10 7,200 tons, and twelve
hm md. 1

SINGAPORE ALSO,

Singapore is another port that
has largely recovered frgm the
wartime damage and neglect
which it suffered. Previows to
the Japanese occupation, almost
seventy per cent, of the transit
sheds were destroyed in cnemy
air raids, and much damage was
done in the shiprepair yards.
During their occupation, the Jap-
anese made no attempt at recon-
struction, nor had they perform-
ed any dredging or maintenance
of the port’s installzrions.~ When
the Singapore Harbour Board re-
sumed control on the resumption
of the Civil Government in
April, 1946, it was faced with
many problems. These have been
tackled so successfully that by
1948 sufbcient had been done to
make it possible to begin the exe-
cutign of the Board's long-term

licies for the improvement of - .

ingapore’s facilities. Today, it
is stated, the rate of work in the
port is higher than it was before
the war, and the damage done
w carge during the course of
handling is lower.

"RANGITOTOS”
STATISTICS.

Built by Vickers-Armstrongs,
Ltd., at Walker-on-Tyne, the
“Rangitote”, at 21,809 tons, is
the largest Tyne-built ahip for
ten years. Of 609 feet benpth,
and Bl feet extreme beam, she is
propelied by cwo sets of Vickers:
Doxford Diesel engines, dexigned
to give her a service speed of 1T
knots. She carries 400 passenjr
ers, has a erew of 220, and her

cubic feet of inmilated space
the carriage of meat, dairy
duce or froit, and 180,000
feet for genenl cargo.

L
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News of the World's Navie_s

BENHANCED NAVAL COSTS
Speaking of the great advarces

in Naval technique during end -

since the war, the Pirst Locd of
the Admiralty, Viscount Hall,
recently said that there was 2
price to be paid for thesc. The
cost of equipping & [lect carricr
was now twenty-five times great
er than in pre-war days, and the
same thing applied to 2z destroy-
er. This meant a2 substantial -
crease JIn the number of skilled
personnel in ships’ complements.
Ong, of the great problems of the
time was to keep abreast of the
scientiic  knpwledge obtained,
and to apply that knowledge in
new and existing shiﬁa and make
provision for these changes with:
in financizl resources.

CEYLON'S NAVY

When the minesweeper “Fly
ing Fish™ was handed over to
Ceylon’s Nawvy at Colombo re
cently by the Commander-in-
Chief, East Indies Station—Vice-
Admiral C. H. L. Woodhouse,
CB.—as a2 gift from the British
Government, it was received by
the Prime Minister of Ceylon,
Mr. Senanzyzke. The first ship
of Ceylon's Navy, the “Flying
Fish"—now renamed “Vijaya™—
was built in Canada in 1944. Her
complement, of 8) men and &ix

officers, is entircly Ceylonese.

SALE OF SHIPS' BELLS

Since the war, the Director of
Stores, Admirzlty, has offered for
szle approximately 1,000 bells
from gitish warships.  They
have been disposed of annually in
lots of about 400 to Naval per-
sonnel and civilians. The belis
come from all types of ships, in-
cluding the capital ships “An-
son,” "Howe,” “Duke of York,”
and “King George V." They
vary in size and condition; and
w price range from £18 for the
394-b. bell of the old “Royal

Sovercign”™ to £2 for the bell of
the Holly class Trawler “Lilac.”

RLN. REFITTING RESERVE
SHIPS

A number of shipbuilding
firms on the Clyde, at Liverpool,
in South Wales, at London and
on the Tyne, have benchited from
Admiralty’s refitting programse
for Reserve Pleet ships, of which
22 have been taken in hand.
They arc the destroyers “Obed-
ient,"” "Orwell,” and “Obdurac™,
the frigates “Talybont,” “Bel-
voir,” and “Loch Scavaig': the
corvettes "Hadleigh Castle,” "Ox-
ford Castle,” “Rushen Castle”
"Morpeth Castle,” “Carisbrooke
Castle,” and “Alnwick Castle™;
the boom defence vessels ~Bar-
castle”, “Barrier," and “Bar-
glow™, the minesweepers “Wat-
erwich™ and 1586 and 1583; and
the minelayers "Linnet”, "Stone-
chat”, and "Miner L™ and the
crawler “Sandray.”

BELGIAN NAVY

Six Algcrine Class fleet mine-
sweepers are being acquired by
the Belgian Navy from the Brit
ish Government. The hrst two
to be transferred zre H.M. Shi
“Liberty™ and “Cadmus.™ *“Li
erty”, buwlt by Hardand and
Woolf 2t Belfast, was commis-
sioned in 1944 and joined the
10th. Mincsweeping Flotilla, tak-
ing part in sweeping the Rivers
Elbe and Weser, and later pro-
cecding to the Far East and op-
erating in the Hong Kong area
and iIn Ja waters, and,
eventually, sweeping the exten-
sive Japanese minchelds  off
Bormeo. “Cadmus,” commission-
ed in 1942, spent three years op-
grating in the Mediterranean, in-
duding the sweeping before the
Allied Invasion Forces into
North Africa, Sicily, Salerno and
Anxio. “Cadmus™ was then with
the 12th. Minesweeping Flotilla.

ANTARCTIC AGREEMENT

The agreement reached be-
tween the Brtish, Argentine, and
Chilean Governments, which was
reached on the i8th. January
last year for the purpose of avoid-
ing the visk of incidents dunny
the Antarctic summer season o
194849, has been extended for
a  further period. Statements
have been exchanged between
the three Governments in the
following terms: “Being anxious
0 2void any misunderstanding in
the Antarctic which may afect
the friendly relations between
the United Kingdom, Argentine
and Chili, the Governments of
these three countries have n-
formed each other that in present
circumstances they foresee no
need to send warships south of
latitude 60 degrees during the
1949-1950 Antarctic sezson apart,
of course, from movements such
as have been customary for a
number of .years.”

R.N. CHAPLAIN'S UNIFORM

His Majesty the King has been

leased to approve that all Chap-
ains entered in the Royal Navy
on or after the Jrd. November,
1948, are to wear naval uniform.
Chaphins entered before' that
date will retain the .option of
weanng: naval upiform or civilian
clerical awire. The existing prae-
tice under which Chaplaina have
no MNaval rank and wear no
badges of ank will continue,

PAKISTAN NAVY

The High Commissioner for
Pzkistan, Hahib Rahimtcola, ac-
cepted the destroyer H.M.S,
"“Ofa” when she was handed
over for the Pakistan Navy at
Plymouth last month, The de-
stroyer was renamed H.M.P.S,
“Tarig" by the Begum Iskander
Mirta, wife of Lieutenant-Col-
onel Iskander Mirza, the Pakistan
Minister for Defence.

Tha Moy *
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NAVAL NURSING SERVICH

The Countess of Limerick,
deputy chairman of the British
Red Cross Society, who served
45 a V.AD in the 1914-18 War,
and was deputy chairdlan of the
wint war organisation of the
British Red Cross Society and the
Order of 5t John of Jerusalem
trom  1941-47, zaid in an inter-
view recently:  “We have not
been recruiting V.A.D.'s for the
Army or the RAF. since soon
after the war ended, but’ we have
continued for the Navy, and now
4 naval reserve is to be formed.™
The Admiralty has sated that
the R.N. now has several hun-
dred membess of Voluntary Aigd
Detachments on service wnder
two-year engagements.

SOUTH AFRICAN NAVY

Negotiatsons were taking place
last month between the South
African and British Governments
-according 10 3 statement by
Lievtenant-General Len rs,
Chief of the South African Gen-
vral Swf--concering destroyers
of the "Wager" class laid up at
Simonstown in charge of care
and maintenance partics of the
Royzl Navy. Recounting Gen-

‘cral Beyers' statement, the Dur-

ban  correspondent  of “The
Times,” London, said thar it was
the intention of the Union Gov-
mment to take over two of the
destroyers, which would then be

manned by South Afnican crews..

THE KING'S VISIT TO
USS. “COLUMBLIS”

His Majesty the King received

a great welcome when he visited
US55 “Columbus,” fagship of
Admirs) Conolly, Commander of
the U.5. Naval Forces in the
Ezstern Adantc and Mediterran-
tan, at Portamouth. All shigs in
the port were dressed owverall,
a2nd as the King was piped on
board the “Columbus,™ the Royal
Standard was hoisted in the flag:
ship. A guwrd of honour of
United States Marines, with their
, was mounted, and was in-

Senry, 0.

specsed by the Kong, who after-
wards was conducted over the
ship, His Majesty subsequently
aking  lunch  with  Admiral
Conolly.

THE U-BOAT PROBLEM.

The Royal Navy is experiment-
ing with the production of anti-
submarine vessels capable of deal-
ing with submarines of the great-
ly enhanced subsmerged speeds
now attainable. It is said that an

entirely new design of warship

has been pvolved, combining the
speed of a destroyer with the
sturdiness of 2 frigate. Among
measures being tzken ia the re
construction and  reclassification
of the destroyers “Rocket™ and
"Relentless™ as “fast frigates”;
and the “Hotham,” kst of the
“Captain™ class frigates, is bheing
fined with a gasturbine engine
which, though still in the ‘experi-
mental stage, is expected o m
more, fmger‘ and faster,
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ANNIVERSARIES OF THE nonm

JANUARY IS AN IMPORTANT MONTH FOR AUSTRALIA, FOR IT WAS IN JANUARY,
1788, THAT THE FHRST FLEET REACHED THESE SHORES, AND THE.FOUNDATION
OF THE COMMONWEALTH WAS LAID.

MONG the happenings of

Naval importance that have
oceurred in the month of Janu-
ary, vas the death of Francis
Drake, on the 28th of the month
in 1396, in the “Dehance™ off
Puerto Beifo, Panama.

It was a ending to a hife
of action andm:ﬁwmure In the
last weeks of hig Life “he never
carried mirth por joy in his face,”
for this, his fnal cxpedition, was 2
faiure. Por years he had been out
of favour with Blizabeth. He had
mcured her goodwill and backing
—to the tune of £70,000—for this
venture, and hzd nothing to show
in rerum.  The scenes of his for-
mer triumphs in the Caﬂbbean
were now sirange to him. [ know
no more of the Indies,” he rold
the soldier, Captain sznarde
who miled with him, “than you
do. I never thought 2 place could
be 50 changed, a8 it were, from a
delicious and pleasant arbour into
a vast and desert wildemess.”
But, “we must have gold before
we return to England.™

In 'Nlcangua Bay he sickened
of dysen The sickness in-
creased, he beermr dilivious, and
as the “Defiance™ came abreast of
Puerto Bello at seven o'dock nn

the moming of the 28th January.'

he died raving.

It was in January, 1699, on.the
14th, thar William Dampier sailed
from the Downs on his voyage to
“Terra Australis" “with a fair
Wind, in His Majesty's Ship the
‘Rocbuck,’ carrying but 12 Guns
mtl-m\foyagc,andSOMcnand
Boys, with 20 Monthe™ Provision.™
On the 1ot of Augus follywin
aﬁtr amndmg his way arcfu]g

“Mr, T
anhgj %:: m&nl

on the west coast of Auutra]u‘, and

five days later the “Roebuck™
tered 3 sound “which cal]d
Shark's Bay.”

On the Ist of January, 1700,

Dampier and his men “first de-
scribed the Land of New Guinca,
which appear'd to be high land
.. . very well clothed with tall,
fAourishing Trees.” Twelve months
later, on the Ilth January, 1701,
the “Rocbusk”™ sailed from the
Cape of Good Hope to her last
resting piace at Ascension Island,
where she sank, having sprung 3
leak which could not he stopped,
though "1 crdered the in the mean
Time te stop in Oakum, and some
Pigces of Beef.” And there, s did
Dampier and his company, we will
leave her.

We move an towards the latter
end of the Eighteenth Century,
to January 16th, 1780, when Rod-
ncy defeated a Spanish fleer un-
der Langara, off Cape St. Vincent.
Rodney was on his way out to the
West Indies when he came on the

ish forer, consisung of 11

fine-of -battleships and two frigates. -

The engagement lasted for more
than 12 hours. Four of the

ards made their escape, two drove
ashore and were lost after they
srwk, and the remainder were
captured. Rodney then procecded
to Gibralvar, revi¢tualled iv with
captured  Spanish  supplies, and
continued his voyage to the Indies.

Th: January of eight years later

at one for Australia. On

tbc lSt January, 1788, the “Sup-

ply, wearing ant

Commodore Phillip, entered

Boun Bay, The fallowms morn«
i transports " Alexander,”

-ing
“Scarborough,” and “Frieadehip™
arrived and anchored; and om the

e

by Jobe Clark

moming of the 20th, HMS.
"Sirius,” with the rest of the Pirst
Pleet, rounded Cape Solander, and
came e an anchor at nine o'cdock.
Seven days later the "Sup'ply"
weighed and proceeded  from
Bouny Bay o Port J:}r:cbm, an-

t Seven in evening
mSwEtyCove The rest of the
feet came up the following day,
the 26th January.

At daylight that day, marines
and conwvicts had landed from the
“Supply.” the Union Jack had
been hoisted, the health of the
King and Queen and the Prince
of Wales, and the success of the
colony, had been drunk in four
glasses of porter; : feu de joie had
been Bred and three cheers given.
Avaralia was founded.

Let us move westward across
the Indian Ocean, to that Cape of
Good Hope which Phillip I-m:l
lefe, en route to Bowany, on the
12th Novwember, 1787. The Cape
was then a Dutch coleny., Bar
when war was ruum:cd—followmg
the Peace of Amiens the
year—between Britain Pﬂnee
in 1803, the Batavian Republi,
then part of France, was induded
in the British declaration of hostili-
ties, and in 1803 Sir Home Riggs
Popham was given the command
ofaﬂeclofthmahlpeofdnlme
and five smaller veasels, for
capture of the Cape.

The fieet—plue transports carry-
ing 5000 made rendezvous
at Robben Island, in Table Bay,

oo the 4th January, 1806, and
land(ngs were effected at Saldanha
and Bhuwlm'g Bays. Within a
very short time, the capitulation of
the Cape was secured.

In January, 184], another out:
post of the Empire was obtai

the ceding of Hong Fong in_per
petuity to Britain was onc of the
treaty conditions.

It was on the -29th’ January,
1856, that a prized British decora-
tion waa instituted by the Quccﬂ
—the Victoria Cross—for “con-
spicuous bravery or devotion to the
country in the presence of the
enemy.

The Royal Navy foug}.( a sue-
cessful engagement in the Dogger
Bank action of the 24th January,
1915, when the 1st Bawle Cruiser
Squadron, with Vice-Admiral Sie
Dsvid Beawy. fying his fag in
“Lion,” the st Light Ceruiser
Squadron, and light cruisces and
destgoyers of the Harwich Force,
ntercepeed 2 German force cen:
sisting of three battle cruiscrs, the
battleship “Bluchee,” six  lkight
cruisers and 2 aumber of destroy-
rs, off the Dogger Bank

The action scttied down into a
stern ¢hase, and resulted in the
Germans losing “"Blucher™—it may
he remembered that the photo
graph of her capsized, with mem-
bers of her crew walking on her
side, was onc of the outstanding
war pictures of l91413——whﬂ¢
two battle cruisers, "Dcrﬂlmfﬂ‘
and “Seydlitz”" were severely dam
aged and suffered heavy casualties,
On the British side, alight dangc
was done to “Lion™ and “Tiger,”
and to the destroyer “Metcor,”
with total casualties of six killed
and 22 wounded,

It was during that same month,
but earlicr, on the Sth January,
1913, that the battle cruiser
HM.AS. “Australia”™—shortly to
join the Battle Cruiser Squadrons
of the Geand Fleet, and now on
passage from Australia—intercept-
ed and sank the German liner

l—_.,. 8D,

And so on to more recent times,
It waa in January, 1941, that

the ™ re Squadron™ was form-
ed, in hlch Austealian

were to.do much useful work on
the Li byan coast. On the 12th of

the month HM.AS. “Sydney”
ﬁ:‘zd through the Suez Canal on
way home after her most suc-
ceaafie]l year in the Mediterranean.
On the 2nd, "Stuart™ and “Vam-
pirc” intercepted and sank the
Ttalian schooner “San Diego.”
And on the 22nd Tobruk was cap-
tured by the British forces. .
January, 1942, was a month of
mixed fortunes—mainly poor ones.
In the scesaw campaign in Libya,
the British Sth Army captured
Bardia. [ur on this side of the
world, the Japanese were advanc-
ing all azlong the line in their
southward penetration. On the
night of the 26th-27th, H. M A.S.
"Vampir:," with HM.S., “Tha-
net,” was in action with 2 Japanese
mvwl’m force at Endau, Malaya,
" being lost, while the
Japanesc alsc suffered ship hosses.
By January 12 rrmd‘la ]:u:r. the
had turned, the Middle
'Ent. the British El hth  Army,
cleaned up Libya, entered
i On the 14th of the month,
a]l organised Jipanese resistance
in Papua came to an end. On the
2ind the crawler H.MAS,
"Patnda Cam™ was sunk by
Japaneee nr attack off Wessel
Island,

By January, 1944, the Allied
advance was well under vay. On
the 2nd, "Arunta” and “Warra-
munga” were in the covering force
for the landing at Saidoe, and
beth on this side of the world, and
in Burope, things were going well
with the Allies.

January, 1945, was busy
month. On the ird Brmah forces
occu Akyab, an officer of the
R.AN, being the first man to en-
ter the town after the Japaneue oc-

arrego,
and H.D.M.L. 10‘}‘4, weTE engag-
ed in the Lingayen Gulf opera-
tions. )

“Australia™  suffered heavily
from the attentions of Japanese
suicide aircraft between the 5th
and Sth, being badly damaged,
and with casualties amounting to
27 officers and men killed or died
of wounds, 17 missing, presumed
killed, and 65 wounded. Awustra-
lian dw.roycrs of the 7th Plotilla
were  enga in operations in

rma, and on the 18th H.M.5.
“"Howe,” of the Brtsh Pacific
Pleet acrived on the Australia Sa-
tion. Between the 4th and the
9th, Brivish naval forces carried
out 2ir strikes and bombardments
on Sumatra.

It was the last January of the
1939-45 War.

LONGNOSE POINT
SYDNEY
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WHAT THE NAVY IS DOING

THE Navy starts off the New Year wath the major units of the Fleet
completing leave and refi penods. and about to embark on the

programme of cruises and exercises for 1950, The Summer Cruise
starts this month, and duning Februzry and March the Fleet will be in
New Zealand waters, where joint exerciscs wall be carried oot with the

New Zezland Squadron,

Last month the two submarines of the Royal Navy, H.M. Ships

Telemachus and Thorough,

arnived in Australizn waters, and will

embark on a serics of anti-submzrine cxcrcises with the Fleer.

There have been a number of change. in command sinec thege
notes were tast written. Captain W. H. Harrington, D.5.O, ADC,,
R.AN. who has been Captain (D) of the 10th Destroyer Flotilla and

Commanding Officer of HM.AS

Warramunga since May. 1948, has

been appolnted Dircctor of dManning at Navy Office, Melbournc. in
succession to Captan J. C. D, Eadaile, C.BE., R.AN., whe will retize
shortly: Captzin Harrington 15 being succeedes) 2s Captain {D) and
Commanding Officer of HM.AS. Warremunga by Captain A. W_ R,
McNicoll, GM., R.A.N., who thus vacates the appointment of Senior
Officer, 15t Prigate Flotilla and Commanding Officer, HM.AS, Shoal-
haven, Lieutenant-Commander 1. H. McDonald, has been appointed
Commanding Officer. HM.A.S. Sheathaven, in succession t Captain

McNicoll.

There is a change also in the command of HM.A5 Bauaean, to
which appointment goes Commander W. B. M. Marks, RAN., in
succession to Commander P. N. Cook, D.S.O., R.AN., who has been
appointed in command of HM.AS. Kustabul, Sydiney

Other news of, note since these comments were last recorded is that
HM.A.S Tobruk, the Battle Class destrover which has been under
construction 3t Cockatoo Island Dockyard, has heen completed znd
undergoing trials, She 13 commanded by Commander T. K. Morrison,
O.BE, D5C., RAN.  Some details of her construction arc in an

article in this issue of "The Navy.”

FLEET DISPOSITIONS

The Adircraft Carrier:

HM.AS Sydnev (Captan R,
R. DBowlng, D50, RAN)
wearing the Flag of Rear-Admiral
I. A. §. Ecciea, C.B.E., Fiag Of-
cer Commanding His Magesty's
Augtzalian Fleet, is in Sydney,
where she has been at availability
for refit and leave since the 12th
November last. It is anticipated
that she will depart from Sydney
on the 11th January for Jervis Bay,
wheze she will remain until the
24th of the mbnth, her subsequent

programme  beiny ernport
16!}! to 13!E January; Ade

laide, the 3th Jznuary to the 6th
February; Melbourne, the &th Feb-
ruazry; Hobart, from the L0th to the
19th Pebruary, departing thence for
New Zealzand. She should remain
in New Zealand waters until the
Mst March, visiting Wellington,
Akarca, Auckland, and the Bay of
Islands, returning to Jervis Bay.-on
the éth April, and Sydney on the
6th. On ‘l)'zr return to Sydney,
HM.AS. Sydney will be available
for leave and urgent defects until
the Sld{ Mayl:;cml‘}inis exp{lc;goto
depart for t ited  Ki m
about the 5th June.

The Cruiser:

HMAS, Austraha  (Captain
G. C Oldgham, DS.C, RAN)
15 1n Sydney, where it is antic-
pated that she will remain at zvail-
ability for leave and refit until the
11th February. Later in the month
she should depart to join the Flag
in New Zealand waters. On her
return 1o Australia on the 8th
April, the Flag will be transferred
to her from HMAS Sydney.
She will then carry out 2 trzining
programme  n th Sydncy-Mcl
bourne area.
10th. Destroyer Flotitla:

HMAS Warramunge (Cap-
iain (D) 10, Captan A. W. R.
McMNicoll, GM., RAN] 5 n
Sydney at avarlahility for leave
and rchit until the 20th January,
after which she will szil in com-
pany with one of HM. Sub-
marines to New Zcaland, '

HM.AS. Betazn (Commander
W. B. M. Marks, RAN) isin
Sydney, where she has been at
availability for refit xnd lexve, She
departs Sydncy with the Flagship
on the 11th of ths month, and
thenceafter her programme will be
identical with that of the Flag un-
til her return to Sydney on the
6th April. From [0th Apzil until
the 26th May, Bataan will be at
avalability for leave znd urgent
defects, and will sil from Sydney
about the 7th June for Japanese
waters, to relieve H.M.AS. Shoal-
haven.

Ist. Frigate Flotilla:

HM.AS. Shoathauen (Lieuten-
ant-Commander 1. H. McDonald,
R.A N.j completed availability for
leave and urgent defects on the
Mith December last, following
which she was to be sailed from
Sydney 10 as to relieve HM.A S,
Culgoa on duty with the Allied
Naval Forces in Japanese waters
at Kure on the 1 February.

HM.A 8. Culgoa (Lieutenant-
Commander V. G. Jerram,
RAN) is in Japanese waters

The Hovy
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....aft Sea and Ashore

with the Allicd Naval Forces, She
will be relieved by HMAS
Shoathauen on the st February,
and on her return to Sydney about
the 13th March, will have avaii-
ability for leave and refiv until the
Sth May, and will then come un-
der the operational contral of the
Flag Ofbcer-in-Charge, New South
Wales, for training exercises with
the Ist Prigate Flotilla and H.M.
Submarines.

HM.AS Murchison (Licuten-
ant-Comemander W. P. Cook,
R.A.N.) is in Sydney carrying ount
training under the operational con-
trod of the Plag Officer-in-Charge,
New South Wiles. )

HM. Sobmarines:

HM. Ships Telemachus (Lieu-
tenant Q. Lascelles, D.S.C., R.N)
and Thorough (

are under the operztional control
of the Flag cer-in-Charge,
New South Wales, for training
exercises,

10th. LS.T. Flotilla:

HM.AS. Tarakon (Licutenant-
Commander H, Dwyer,
R.ANR.) is operating under the
direction of the Naval Board.

HM.AS, Lobuan (Licutenant-
et B I
is ating u comm;
of ﬁN:ﬁl Board.

Australisan Minesweepers:

These two vessels zre based on
Flinders Naval Depot, and com-
prise the Training Flotilla:

HMAS, Gladstone (Licuten-
ant-Commander R, A, H. Millar,
RAN).

HM.AS. Latrebe {Lieutenant
R. J. Secrivence, R.AN.).

Sorvey Shipe:

HM.A. Ships ngo and
Barcoo are in §

HMAS. Lachign (Licutenant-
Coenmander W, Sharpey-Schacffer
R.N.) is carrying out surveying
duties in New Zealand waters.

Jamiary, 1990,

ROYAL NAVY

East Indies Staviom

There will be a change in Com-
mand of the East Tndica Station
this year, when Vice-Admiral C.
H. L. Woodhouse, K.C.B., is suc-
ceeded as Commander-in-Chief in
April next by Vice-Admiral G. N.
Oliver, C.B., £.5.0. and Bar-who
is at present President of the
Royal Naval Callege, Greenwich,
Admiral Qliver served 28 Senior

" Offcer, Tnshore Squadron, durin

the operations for the capture
North Africa i 19424}, and
commanded Force N, Joint Anglo-
American Assaalt Force at Salerno.
As a Commodore 1at Clas he
commanded Force J, Joint Anglo-
Canadian Assault Porce, at the
invagion of Normandy. From Oc¢-
tober, 1944, until the end of the
war he commanded the 21at Air-
craft Carrier Squadron in the
Eastern Mediterrancan and South
East Asia. He was appointed As-
sistant Chief of the Naval Saf,
Admiralty, in 1946,

HMS. “Ocean™:

This month the light Beet air-
craft-carrier HM.8. Ocean (Cap-
tain R. F, Elkins, O.B.E, RN)
reached Singapore on a trooping
voyage from the United Kingdom
to the Mediterranean, East Indies,
and Far East Stations. Ending her
outward wvoyage at Hong Kong,
she returns to the United Kingdom
with men from the Far Eam and
East Indies who have complesed
their normal periods” of overaas

m“

Money:

Paymmta of Prize Money in the
Royal Navy are being authorised
at the zate of 17,500 a week, and
at that rate pavments should be
completed by the end of April this
year. The Admirabty received over
600,000 claima for prise money,
and by November last, payment of

nearly 230,000 of these been
authorised.
Link With RAN.

When the cruiser HM.S.

Maunnust}:agzdﬂ_ Kg;ih;c recenty, .
o amsigt Croetta
in the fGirst big Combined Opera-
tions Exercise to be held toere.
since the war and since the parti-
tion and India apd Pakisan, she
received 2 great welcome, and
wonderful hospitality was extended
to her officers and men by both
British and Pakistan communities.

On her departure from the port
she received quite a remarkable
send-off. Four pipe bands, three
Army and one Naval, played
alongside the ship from 0730 and
all the Saff College staff and
students, together with many
representatives of the other two
Services and large numbers of
civilians, were there to watch the
departurc.  The scene must hawe
reminged her Commanding Of-
cer—LCaptain T, ]. N. Hilken,
B.5.0. and Bar, R.N.—of that day
in Alexandria when HM.AS,
Sydney received such an ovation
on her return from her successful
action against the Italian cruiser
Bartolomea Colleon, for he was at
that time Executive Officer of the
Australian cruiser.

GENERAL
Accommodation For Naval Wives
And Families

Shortly before the change of
Government last month, the then
Minister for the Navy, Mr. Rior-
dan, outlined action which was be-
ing taken to assim Naval person-
nel in fnding accommodation for
their wives and families at reason-
able rentals. The Government, he
said, had appointed Naval billeting
officers in Melbourne and Sydney,
their duties being to find accommo-
dation for wives and families of
Naval officers and ratings, to in-
spect house progerties offered for
sale to Naval personnel and to en-
sure that these are structurall;
sound, and to advise pe
whether the prices asked for pro-
pertien are fair and equitable. The
Government had aleo approwed d
the purchase of a large guest hal.u-




The "'Commandant Chatco”

near Melbourne as a temporary
accommexlation centre, on their ar-
rival in Awustralia, for the familics
of ex-RIN. ratings who have sign-
ed on in the RA N, {or six years,
and who have been unable to se-
cure nominators for their de-
pendents. Steps were, the Minister
said, being taken to secure a simi-
lar property near Sydney.

In addition to its plans for buy-
ing the two guest houses, the Gov
ermnment planned to convert huts
in Naval establishments to f{orm
accommodation units, and to erect
Missen huts for the same purpose.
Some of these huts were already in
Australia, and others are arriving
at an early date. About 300 pre-
cut or prefabricated dwellings wiil
be erected on sites to be chosen in
Sydney and at the RAN. Air
Station at Nowra, New South
Wales, and 2t Flinders Nawl
Depot, Victoria
* As a long-term plan, it 35 pro-
posed to congtruct permanent brick
or timber dwellings andfor flats in
Naval establishments. Negotiations
have heen cntered into with the
Newr South Wzles Housing Com-
migsion for the taking over by the
Royal Austrzlizn Navy of a pro-
portion of the houvscs which the
Commission is erecting in the
Nowra districe. These houses will
be used by married Naval person-
nel and their families. A building
which was originally one of the
office blocks of the former Royal

Australian Naval College at Jor
vis Bay has been taken over by the
Royal Auvstralian Navy and is be-
ing converted into {our flats for
Naval families. In addition, an-
other residence  has heen taken
over {rom the Department of the
interior vn lease as the reswlence
of the Commanding Officer of the
Royal Australian Naval Air Sta-
tion at Nowrs, The present ap-
proved plans for the Jervis Bay-
Nowra area involves the provision
of living units and/or houses and
other permanent accommodation
for 53 Naval families.

The “Commandant Charcot”

Melbourne saw the unzccustom-
ed sight of French sailors arcund
the port last month when the
French Antarctic Expedition ship,
“Commandant Charcot,” was lying
at the pier at Port Melbourne.
They and the ship created con-
siderable interest, as did zlso the
husky dogs which the “Com-
mandamt  Charcat™ is  carrying.
A rim litle vessel, is well
suited for the tasks that lie abead.
In the zccompanying photograph
2 general idea of the ship is given,
25 zlso a particular impression of
refinements of build to equip her
for work among the ice, such a5
the cnlarged, knifelike stem, the
placing of her hawsepipes and
anchors, and the float plane which
she carries aft, something of which
can be seen jumt abaft the main-
mast. :

PERSONAL

Captain Wilfred Hasuings Har-
rington, D.5.0., ADC, RAN,
who has been appointed Dircetor
of Manning at Navy Office, Mcl-
bourne, is a Quecnslander, who
was born at Maryborough on the
1'th May, 1906, and who entered
the LA N. College in 1920, Fal-
lowing stz appeniments n
HM.A. Ships “Brshanc™  and
“Adelade” after “Passing Out,”
he served with the Rayal Navy in
H.M.S. "Malays,” and 1zking his
Sub-Lieutenznt’s and Licutenant’s
courscs.  He was i command of
HMAS "Yarra™ at the time of
the outhrezk of war in 1939, and
in that ship saw service on the
Australian coast, in the Red Sea,
the Persan Gulf, the Mediter
rancan ‘and the Bast Indics. Ap-
pointed o H M A5, “Australia™
in April, 1942, he served in her
in the South-West Pacife arca.
From July. 1944, untib March,
1945, he was in command of
HM.AS.  “Quiberon,”  subse-
quently being appointed to
H.M.AS. "Penguin,” Sydney. He
was promoted Captaim in 1947,
and the follewing year was ap-
nointed Captain (D) 10, and Com-
manding Officer HM.AS. “War-
ramungz,” from which position he
has come to his new zppointment.

Capiain ‘W. H. Marringion,
D.5.0., LAN.

The Mavy

Liexstenant : Commander  Tan
Hunter McDonald, R.AN., who
has been appointed in command
of HM. A S, “Shoalhcaven,™ is 2
South’ Australian who was born in
Adelside on the 4th February,
1915, and entered the Royal Aus-
tralian Naval College in 1929, Asa
Midshipman he served in HM.A.S.
“Canberra,” and H.M. Ships
“Shropshire,” “Revenge,” and
“Ramillies.”” He specialised in Sig-
nals, und-—being on exchange duty
with the Royal Navy when war
broke out in 1939—was, the fol
lowing year, Flag-Lievtenamt o
Rear-Admiral Pridham-Wippell in
“Royal Sovereign™ and “Malaya,”
and, in 1941, he scrved in 2 similar
capacity in “Quecn Blizzbeth™ and
“Barham,” being in this latter ship
when she blew up zfter being tor
pedoed in November, 1941, At
the conclusion of hostilities he was
scrvinﬁlas Flatillz Signals Officer
in HHMAS, “Napier,” and was
later at Navy Ofhce, Melbourne,
before his appoivement 1o
HM.AS. “Sydney.”

Lieutenant-Commander J. M.
Ramsay, R.AN. has been 2p
pointed Director of Training and
Sezff Requirements at Navy Office,
Melbourne, {rom having been
Navigating Officer of the aircralt
carrier HM.A.S. “Sydney."”

From being Assistant Director
of Training and Staff Reyuire
ments, MNavy Office, Lievtenant
Commander 1. K. Purvis, RAN.,
has heen appointed Fleet Torpedo
and  Anti-Submarine Officer,
HM.AS “Sydney.”

Previously Executive Officer of
HM.AS “Spdney,” Commander
Q. H. Becher, DS.C, RAN.,
has been appointed Commaznding
Officer of the Royal Australian
Navy Radar School, HM.AS.
“Watson,” at South Head, Syd-

ney,
Commander V. A, T. Smith,
DSC., RAN, who has been

Naval Sizf Officer (Adr) at Aus-

tralia House, London, for twe
years, returns to Awustrzlia early
this year to z2sume the appoint-
ment of Execunve Officer,
HM.AS. “Sydney.” Commander
Smith ‘was closely associated with

Jamuary, 1986,

pedoes?™
is she named?
Flect?

{5) Many merchant shi

know anything of her?

hulk?"

{1} The most famous of the French privateers of the Napo-
peonic Wars peniod was Robert' Surcouf. Does the name
make you think of any ship in the 193945 War? :

(2) Do you know the author of the phrase "Damn the tor-

{3) A war-time visitor 1o Australia, a large, fast troopship,
wzs the French liner “He de Prance.”

{#} Who was the first Flag Officer 1o command the Australian

have donc finc service 25 naval com-
t ships in time of war, but the "Tweed™ was 2 warship
which made her name as a merchaiman,

{6} Of what is the “Plying Angel” device on a flag indicative?

{7) A new Norwegian motor tanker, “Pericles,” is named
after & former Norwegian full-rigged ship, " Pericles,” Dots
the nzme have any Awustralian associations? ~

(R) "Here. a3 sheer hulk, lies poor Tom Bowling™ sang
Charics Dibdin, Dibdin used the word “sheer™ in its
sense of “mere” or “absclute.”

(%) Where is Mers el Kebir, and for what ig it noted?
(10) Most seafarers are familiar with the following names.
Can you tell what nautical requirements their cwners il1?
(a) ). D. Pouter; (b) William Cory & Son Lid.: ()
Thos. Walker & Son Lud; (d) Wiliam Watkins Ltd.;
(¢} Kelvin Bottomley and Baird.
{Amcwers on paqge H)

After what island

Do you

But what is a “sheer-

the carly planning of Naval Avia-
tion in the Royal Australian Navy,
and before going to the United
Kingdom in 1947, was Director of
Naval Air Oreunisation and Train-
img at Navy Ofhce, Melbourne.

Commander ] Plunketr-Cole,
R.A.N.. has assumed the duties of
War Book Officer at Navy Office,
Meltbourne, in succession to Com-
mander A. C. Mather, RAN.,
who has been appointed Inspector
of Naval Recruiting.

Commander R, 5. Veale,
V.AD, RANV.ER, who, in hia
41t year of continuous Naval Re-
serve service is now taking his de-
maobilisation leave, must surely be
the longest service Reserve officer
in Australia. He joined the Com-
monwealth Naval Forcea as a
Volunteer Cadet in the Australian
Naval Cadet Corps on the 30th
April, 1909, In two years he has
spent 16 years Fully ‘mobilised.

He is wking his demobilisation
now following wvaluzble service
over recent months as Inspector of
Waval Recruiting and Chief Re-
habilimtion Officer, R.AN.

Mr. Norman D. Bretherton,
Deputy Director of Victualling at
Navy Office, Melbourne, has been
sent 1o London for six months to
gain experience in Naval Victual
ling at the Admiralty.

PUBLIC EDITION OF
R.N. NAVY LIST

A public cdition of the RN,
Navy List, which includes a list
of officers serving in the Royal
Navy, and other information, i
now on sale. 1t s to be. issued
annually and can be obuined,

ice 35/ Sterling, from H.M.
g?a(innery Office, Sale Office,

York House, Kingsway, Lon-
don, W.C1. N
"
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 BOOK REVIEWS

. By BN,

a
“THE GENESIS OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY"” by
G. L. Macandie, C.B.E., Secrctary, Australian Commonwealth Naval
Board, 1914-1945. Printed by the Government Printer, Syduey,
Published by P, W, Cheshire Pty. Ltd., Melbouene. Price: 23/-.

TEWED from all angles, and

not least from that of this
post-world wars period, the story
of the genesis of the Royal Aus-
tralian MNavy is of very great in-
terest. It is, very laryely, the story
of the national development of
Australia. The seed of Pederation.
to a considerable degree, lay in
the need for an Austezlian scheme
of defence within the framework
of Impenial Defence, and the
Royal Australizn Navy i3 one of
the main fruits of that seed.

The effecr of the establishment
of the Royal Australizn Navy
upon Imperial relations was far-
reaching. At the Imperial Conler-
ence olglgll its implications swere
stressed by Sir Edward Grey when
he pointed out that “the creation
of separate feets has made it essen-
tial thar the foreign policy of the
Emgpire should be a common
policy,” and an immediate result
of this recognition was that the
Dominion Ministers were consuit-
ed ae this Conference before the
renewal for fen years of the
Anglo-Japanese Alhance, the on-
ginal treaty having been entered
mnto in 1902, and the renewal of
1905 effected, without previous
concurrence by the Dominions.

The establishment of the Royal
Australian Navy was zn unamistak.
able intimation that the small boy
had grown up, and that the
“Colony™ had become 2 Dominion.
As i3 usual in the case of small
boys attaining maturity, the
parents were show to recognise the
fact, and theze was some opposi-
okl b shonidoing responit

ring responsibili-
tea hitherto the business of his
parent. One of the valuable les-
song of this story {s that which -

lustrates the manner in which, by
means of our peculiaz system of
Imperial relations, differences of
views and opinions may be adjust-
ed to mutual beneht, while the
story shows. also, that the original
groundwork, and subsequent de-
velopments of the Royal Austra-
Jian Navy have been sound.

As one with more than half 2
century of active experience of
Naval development in Australia,
first with the Queensland Macine
Defence Porce: then, throughout
his long Aght for the Navy, with
Admiral Sir William Creswell,
and, lawerly, through two world
wars, 28 Secretary 1o the Ausira-
lian Commonwealth Nazval Board:
no one is better placed than Mr.
Ceorge Macandie to have produc-
ed this book. It would have beeh
z grezt loss if all the material deal-
ing with the penesis of the Royal
Australian Navy had not been
brought together in the way that
has now been done, and brought
together by one who lived at the
centze of things throughout the im-
portant part of the period cover-

In carrying out the consider-
able rescarch necessary, in sefect-
ing and arrznging the material,
and in producing the book,
Mr, Macandie has performed a
most valuable task for Australia,
a2nd for the Service, 10 which he
has devoted his life and interest.

The basis of Australian defence
has hitherto been Maval, Tn the
earlier days of Colonial history,
reliance was placed dompletely in
the power of the British Fleet to
deter any large-scale a ion. In
point of fact, it ia nota this
story shows—that this reliance has
existed throughout Australian his-
tory, the developmient being that,

with the creation of the Royal

Auvstralian Navy, Austratiz Werself ' ed this attitude. Admmiralty under- :

contributed in kind to that Pleet.

As Mr. Macandie pointy out,
Sir Henry Holland, when Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, put
the matter of Colonial defence in
a nutshell when he sid, at the
Colonial Ceonference of 1887
“The whole standard of defence of
the Australasizn Colonies is based
on the fzct that an enemy could
send small squadrons only into
these waters; that very few, if
any, ironclads would be able to
resch Australasian ports, and dhat
considerable expeditons could not
be undertaken agzinst them. But
these limitations to an enemy’s ac-
tions, which have becn universally
accepted and acted wpon, exist
solely in consequence of the grear
ironclad flect mamtained by the
tmpenal Government in Evropean
waters, and based on fortresses and
coaling stations created and main-
tained without charge to the Aus
tralasian taxpayer.”

It could be added that, since this
utterance sixty-odd years ago, the
whele standard of Australian de-
fence has remained so based, al-
though for many years now the
Australasizn taxpayer has taken a
share in the cost of Naval de-
fence. In fact, the whole stzuggle
for the establishment of an Aus
tralian Navy in its own right hing-
ed on the general acceptance of
this dependence upon “the great
ironclad fleet maintained by the
Imperial Government in European
waters,” Ultimately that depend-
ence was—and i today—inescap
able. On that point there was gen-
eral agreement, differences
which arcse were understandable.

On the one hand, there were
many in Austrzlia who, accepting
the position that Australia could
not hope to build and man a Navy
large and powerful enough to. de-
fend herself without the aid of the
British Fleet, considered it best to
leave Naval defence 1o Britain,
while contributing towards the
cost by means of 2 cash subeidy,
Admiralty opinion—which wa to
ay oficial British opinion—Ffavour-

Tha Navy

ook the overall Naval defence of
the British Empire. Admiralty
claimed, therefore, freedom in
strategy, and Feared chat it would
kwe this Freedom were Australiz
or other Dominions to have their
own navies.

The First Lord of the Admiralty,
the Rt. Hon. G. |. Goschen, made
this clear at the Colonial Confer-
ence of 1897, Under the Aus
tralasian Naval Defence Act of
1887, the Admiralty underiook w
construct and cquap 3n Auxiliary
Squzdron for the protection of
floating trade in  Australasian
waters, such squadron to he addi-
tionzl w the [mperial Squadron on
the Station, and, although under
the solc contpod and oeders of the
Comamander-in-Chiel on the Sta-
tion, to be retained  within  the
limits of the Station and only
otherwise employed by consent of
the Colonizl Governments. For
their parz, the Colonies underiook
to pay five per cent. interest zn-
nually on the prime cost of the
Auxiliary Squadron, in addition
to bezring the actual charges of
the mazintenance of the ships, the
Australizn States paying a total of
about £106.000 annually in dis
charging these obligations, and
New Zezland £20,000.

At the Colonial Conference in
1897, the question of the renewal
of this agreement, when it expired
in 1901, was disc . On this
subjece, Mr. Goachen, havi
spoken of the political pdn:i:%
view, said that “from the strateg-
cal point of view, we shouldciie
clad that the Admiralbty should
have a free hand . the object
for which we want a free hand is
o be able to conduct the defence
of Australiz on the same principles
a5 those which we should foJEJw
in the defence of our English,
Scotch, and Irish ports, pringiples
which exclude our undertaking to
detach ships to particular ports.
Pokrc instance, we u;uld not 'S;Edc"
take to post one ship to ney,
another at Adelaide, and another
at Medbourme. We must vely upon
the localities themselves @r the

lanmary, 1980
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defence of these ports, while- on
our part we undertake that no or-
ganised expedition shoyld be direct-
ed against any part of Australia.
Ne organised expedition could be
wni either from Japan, or from
the United States, or from France
without the full knowledge of the
Admiralty, That I assume. We
are too ubiquitous For any such ex-
pedition to be secretly organised.
If it were organised, our whole
strength would be directed to de-
fearing such a movement,

Yoo IF it has been said that
we want to have the full and frec
dispasal of our shipy, this cer-
wzinly, as lar as my own policy
and that of the present Board is
concerned, dovs not mexn that we
claim to withdraw the ships built
under our agreement with the
Australian colonies and to send
them to the Cape or to China, but
that we desire freedom so to man-
age the shiﬁ as best to protect that
rane and that sphereto which they
belong, if we heard that an enemy
were planning an expedition 1o
wards the coasts of Australiz. In
such a case we might possibly
gather the whole of our ships to-
gether, and, taking such other pre-
cautions as might%x necessary, use
them regardless——regardless is, per-
haps, 100 strong a word—hut use
them as we should sze best for the
protection of the general interests

that part of the Queen's
Dominions.™

The Pirst Lord concluded, and
crystallised the Admiratey’s views
on the question, by saying: “I do
not say that we should not prefer
contributions without any e what-
ever, but T do not make such a
demand, and so far as the policy
of the present Board of Admisalty
is concermed, T am prepared 1o
stand by the existing zgreement.™

In both Australia and Britain,
these were opponents to this ap-
proach to the subject of Australian
Naval defence. The greac failing
of the Auxl Squadron wax
that it did not?;rﬁ] one of ita most
Important functions—that of train-
ing Australiane to be Naval sea-
‘men. The progressive policy in-

... |

PRODUCTS
PIY. LD

426434 Barnivy S0,
BURNLEY
VICTORIA

[ ]

Specialised
Manufacturers

in all typos of

Petrol, Oil and other
Storage and Dispensing

Equipmant.
™
Telephonea:
JA 1
JA 5282
™
Talegrama:
Eppeol, Malbowrne

A.J.C.

JAMS & PRESERVED
FRUITS

AJC. TOMATO
SAUGE

Australasian Jam
Co. Pty. Ltd, '

1 GARDEN STREET,
SOUTH YARRA,
MELBOURNE,
YICTORIA,




NETTLEFOLDS
SCREWS

ARE
USED
EVERY

BRITISH
SHIP

NETTLEFOLDS
PTY. LTD.

SUNSHINE
VICTORIA

J. A. D. GIBSON &
€0. LTD.

364-372 KENT STREET,
SYDNEY.

TEA AND COFFPEE
MERCHANTS.

GIRSON’S
GREEN
LABEL

TEA

tended by Admiral Tryon ‘when
he suggested the formation of the
Auxiliary Skuadron, had not, 28
the report of a Conference of
Commonwealth Nawval Officers in
1899 remarked, “advaenced from
the initial stage at which Sir
George Tyron left it . . . The
present policy, that of the payment
in specic in return for Naval De-
fence furnished in toto by the
Mather Country, makes no ad-
vance whatever. Twenty or hfty
years hence, Australia’s ability for
sez defimee- -self-defence--will he
a5 txlay, and as it was ten years
ago.”

This Cduference  proposed
scheme  “whereby the  available
Naval Defence in Australiz shalt
advance parn passu  with  the
srowth and dewlopment of the
Australian Commonwealth, and
become less, year by year, 2 charge
on the Imperial forces and cx-
chequer.”  The London “Times™
was  scathing: “A  nondescript
force of inadequatcly’ tramed naval
volunteers is, the “Times' main-
tzins, an tlusory scheme, while a
separate  colonial fleet manned
mzinty by amateurs would be ex-
pensive to maintain in time of
prace. and absolutely ineffective
m war.

But others thought diffecently.
[n 190 Creswell, then Naval
Commzndant of Queenslznd, who
had attended the 1899 Conference,
produced a report on “the best
method of employing Awstealian
scamen in the defence of com-
merce angd ports,” in which he at-
tacked the existing Naval Agree-
ment 2nd advocated the building
of a special type of vessel for Aus
tralizn defence, and the develop-
ment of a Naval Reserve.

[n general, the report was sup-
ported by the Australian Press,
and in England, “The § tor,”
discussing the matter of Tmperial
Naval Defence, and pointing out
that Mahan had, in effect, advised
the British Colonies that they
would not obtain the best security
by coast defence ships, but only by
2 mobile squadron, and that Aus-
tezlians might find it necesmary to
defend their country “in the Medi. *

b = -

teeranean,” Wt on to say: “But

though we are quite a5 frm aq the
firmest naval sracegit on thie
point, we cannot agree that. it
necesmitates the Colonies  hiring
their defence from us by & mere
money contribution. On the con-
trary, we hold that the best way
of getting the Coloniea to- realise
the true nature of sea power is for
them to bulid and man sea-going
navies of their own. Capain
Mahan, we are glad to sec, does.
not apparently regard this notion
as forbidden. He leaves the ques-
don entirely open. Por ourselves,
we hold that in the long run Navat
power rests on the Naval spirit ex-
isting in the Empire that secks
Naval powcr. But Canada, Ays-
tralia, and New Zealand will
never attain to that Naval spirit
which .is the fife-breadth of mari-
ame Empire if they hire their
Naval protection 1n Britain or
mcrety pay in money. They will
only foster the Naval spirit by
having sea-going ships of their
own, for whose upkeep and equip-
ment their own statesien and their
own le takc the fullest re"
sponsibiiity.”

The Cresweli Report of 1904
was the starting point of s
auther’s fght for the establishment
of an Australian Navy, 2 fight he
was to continue 21 Director of the
Commonwealth Naval Porces—to
which post he was promoted by
Sir George Reid, then FPrime
Minister, in 1904—until he mw
his efforts crowned with success.
As ar advocate, Creswell was un-
tiring and eloquent, He wrate
with 3 lucid and descriptive pen,
and undoubtedly his ability in
making his points clear to the
Australian statesmen znd  politi-
dans of the period in homely
phrases and am?:gid did much to
bring the wdes of 2 separate Aus-
tizlian Navy to fruition. :
Much of thiy book is written by
him, for Mr. Macandie uses
many of his repotts and pleas in
toto, He had two main barriers to
break down:; that in Awustralia be-
ing the fecking that this counery

should concentratz on Military de-

fence dhd lzave Naval defence to
T Ny

Britain; that.in Britain being the
outlook epitomised in the forego-
ing quotations from Mr. Goschen
a8 Pirst Lord of the Admiralty,
and from “The Times.".

His illustrations are picturesque.
Commenting on the failure of the
Committee of Imperial Defence to
realise that open coast routes are
vital to Awustralian busincss life,
be says: "Trade arteries, an ex-
pression loosely zpplied te an
Commerce route, is the exact defi-
nitton of our coastal waterways,
and the part they play in the Aua
trabian industrial body. To pro-
vide ourselves with a comly ar-
mour—~the Army on land—"and
wear our arteries bare and exposed
outside it, is z defence method
upon which comment is unneces-
sary, but i yet unthinkingly ac-
cepted and prevails today.”

And, "It is commonly supposed
that Austratian Naval Forces are
intended a8 a substitute for the
protection afforded Austrabia as a
portion of the Empire by the
British Navy . . . The confusion
of thought here is due to failure
to recognise our place as a portion
of the British Empire, and to re-
gard, aa scparate and independent,
forces that are supplementary and
must act in closs co-operation,
Por instance, a watchman in
charge of 2 great warchouse is not
a itute for the police force,
bur additional to and suppiement-
2ry o it, to inyure the safety of
property of special value . . . Or,
if it is necesary to push the argu-
ment further, &an it be held that
the fire services installed in theatres
and a2 hotels imply that the
regularr%:z brigades would be de-
nied to any building where such a
prudent and necessary precaution
had been taken?”

And, "as between transports and
destroyers the relative power of
resistance to attack 15 that of plate
gtass and road metal.”

He was prescient, and, in a
Memorandum  of 1907 foresaw
Germany on the Adriatic “on the
death of the present Emperor of
Austrnia,” in Morocco “aa 3 coun-
terpoise to Gibraltar,” in Madeira

Jramany, 1.
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“to acquire a good point of obeer-
vaticn of the Straits, and overdodk
the Cape route . . ™ “German in-
fiuenwe in Turkey s paramount
.. . Pan Iglarism, carefully foe-
tered by Germany, is causing un-
rest and anxiety in Egypt, and an
Egyptian rising would coincide
with Turkish mobilisation and
movement to the Canal.” Thus
the British route 10 the Bast could
be closed, and the German, via the
Berlin-Baghdad railway, opened:
and Germany appear in sirength
in the East Tndies and New
Guinea. It was thought along the
lines of the German “Great Plan™
of 1942, the conquest of Egypt
E:;dl’cnizandsoontothel’:r
at.

‘This book, in its authorship, is
largely Creswell's because of the
udbe made of his original material.
Tt is largely to his credit chac it
could have been produced at all,
for his was the major part in the
genesis of the Royal Austrakian
Navy.

But, as the book shows, credic
lics with many others. To Cres
well’s able supporters in Australian
Naval circles: to the Australian
politicizns  who  accepted  and
pressed his views; and also, in the
event, to the Admiralty and to the
line of devoted and distinguished
ofhcers of the Royal Navy, who,
once the Austratian viewpoint and
aspirations were realised, have fos-
tered the ides of an Australian
Navy, and, with the Australian
authorities, have evolved the highly
succesaful  arrangement  wherehy
the Navy functiona today as an
individuzl Austratian force which
is yet completely integrated with
the Royal Nawy, a triumph of the
British system,

How it all evolved this book
tells, and 2 great debe is owed to
Mr, Maandie for placing it on
record. This is a book which
should certainly be secured by
everyone with an interest in the
Royal Awuatralian Navy, And,
since thia edition (s limited to only
1000 copics, there is licde time to
lose in securing it.
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EX-NAVAL

Association

Fedaral Councll

FTHE Prime Mimster has semt
= ot a personal invicatiom to
Mr. F. F. Anderson {(Federal
President) requesting him to nomi-
nate a representative to attend the
Migration Convention to be held
in Canberra dunng this month.
The Federal Executive s pleased
the Association has been w0 recog
nised, andd has agreed that the cx-
naval men of Australia should he
#represetied by the Federal Pres:
dent on this historic oceasion, The
Convention will take place during
the period of the Asuxiation's
Triennial Conference.

Mr. G. A, Hewlett (Pressdent)
and his Exccutive officers of the
Sydney Sub-Section cxtended 2
very warm welcome to Mr, and
Mrs. P, P. Anderson, who attend-
ed the social evening arranged for
the entertainment of members’
wives and friends. The funciion
was held at Winn's Rooms, Oxford
Street, Sydney, on Monday, 5th
December.  Officers and members
of the Canterbury-Bankstown Sub-
Section held z most successful
cabarct dano in thc Masomc Hall,

: on Wed ¥ oth
N'ovcmbcr Invitations were sent
to and were accepted by Federal
Council, State and Sub-Sections’

officers and their wives,

A brief report prepared for the
PFederal Conference shows ‘that
[417 new applicanis joined the
Asmsociztion for the year ended
Yoth June, 1949. Of this total the

wworian  Sub-Secrions  entered
676; New South Wales, 334:
South Auveralia, 104; Western
Auvstralia, 30 Queensland, 46;
and A.CT, Scﬂ:onaddedrhelw

During the same

p-ﬁu'rmé:bm:m@ddm
-

Sub-Sections by Clearance Trans
fers. The Federal Council regrets
the loss of 32 members from
amangst the vanous Sub-Sections
up to J0th June last. The Federal
Exezutive commends the facilitics
rovided by the Association for the
Ecneﬁ( of its members, and is anxi-
ous that members who are hehind
in payment of their subscriptions
should .contact the Sub-Sections’
Hon. Secretanies, and make every
endeavour to become financal. A
further summary ceport on the
procecdings of the ninth Tricnnal
Federal Conference, held at Can-
becra this month, will be given in
a later 1ssuc of “T*he Navy™ maga-
LIMHE.

Victoria,—The Hon, Assistant
Seate Secretary (Mr. H. McEwan)
will carcy out the duties usually
performed by the State Secrctary
{Mr. W. H. Sullivan), who left
Australiz in the “Orontes™ last
month, Mr. Sullivan pas been
granted authority by the Federal
Council to 2ct on its behalf whilse
e is in the United Kingdom,
it is anticipated that Royal Navy
organisations will be visited by the
Victorian State Secretary before
his return to Melbourne abour
Easter.* New members of Latrobe
Valley Sub-Section are Messzs, T.
Wilson, R, K. Smith and M. ].
Price. Messes, A, X, McDonald,
J. J. Sagier and N. Viccars have
joined the Geelong Sub-Section

Mew South Wakes—A recent
visitor who was welcomed by the
State Secretary (Mr. Reg. Hum-
phry) was the Hon. Secretary of
the Erith, Belvedere, Kent, Branch
of the Royal Naval Old Comrades’
Amociation. Mr. Harry Marsden,
a former Swtte Coundllor of
N.S.W., has now transferred his

MEN'S
of Australia

Hi bajerty The Wug

membership to the Perthe (W.A)
Sub-Section. Mr. Marsden has
been 2ppeinted to the Byford depot
for the time being.

South Ausgtralla--Mr, C. L.
Tucker (State President) has now
returned to Adclaide after a brief
visit to Melbourne. The State
Executive arranged a Navy Day
of Remembrance. This service and
march was held at Elder Park,
Adelaide, on Sunday, 20th Novem-
her, and was attended by members
of the Association and the public,
w0 render honour to the officers and
men of His Majesty’s Fleets who
gave their lives for their country.
The Rev. R, D. Lloyd, Naval
Chaplain, conducted the Memorial
Service, and the Resident Naval
Officer, Commander 5, M, Gower,
B.AN. gave the address dunng
the aftermoon., Messrs. F. D. far-
ton and D. M. McMahon, both of

whom recently transferved their |

membership from the Sydney Sub-
Sectiom, were given 3 warm wel-
come into the Adelzide Sub-Sece
tion last month,

Western Australie, —The State
Executive, bed by Mr. N. B. Bicker
{President) is stil) endeavauring to
secure suitable premises in Perth
for headquarters and club-rooms
for the Association. Knowing the
zeal of e officers in the West and
the sympathetic generosity of the
population  whe re d s0
nobly to the Naval Welfare and
Comforts Pund during the last
war, the Council hope to attain its
ambition before very long. Mr.
L. C. Nimmo, of the ible-
Wembley Sub-Section, has applied

Commi

to the Housing imsvon
{W.A) for 38 buiiding permits
for tion members. Con-

Ve ey

! gratulations of th-. State Executive
have been sent to

Sheila McCIcmans) on her mar-
rage.

Queensland. —The Section Presi-
dent {Mr. G. M. Arber) and his
Commirtee provided a very happy
Christmas Party for the members’
children- tht funcuon tock place
at the Alice Streer Naval Depot,
Brisbane, on Sarurday, 10ch De-
cember.  Toys, sweets, ctc., were
also given to the children of naval
men who lost their lives during the
whar.

A C.T, Canberra—Mr. N. V.
Heazsley (Section President) has
obtained the use of the "Gowrie”
Services Hut for the venue of the
Federal Conference this month,
and is also arranging for the enter-
ninment of visiting  inter-Seate
delegates who will present at
the monthly General Meeting of
the Sectien on Priday, 20¢h Janu-
ary.

Tasmamia. — Mz. George R,
Howe (State Secretary) haa been
clected by the Executive to repre-
sent the ex-navalmen of his Seace
at the Pederal Conference. The
proposals put forward for afilia-
tion have received the endorsement
of the Pederal Council, and recom-
mends their ratification at the
earliest opportunity.
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OBITUARY

During the year 1949, death clumed twa outstanding men with naval associations.
One, although not himself in the Navy, loved ships and the sea, and he wiclded a
wide and powerful influence as a naval correspondent and editor in bringing the
Navy to a large reading public. The other was a Maval Officer of notable attain-
ments: whao, on the Retired List, came to the fore as one of the Royal Navy's great
war leaders. In this, the first issae of “The Mavy”™ for the year, it is fitting thax,
looking back over the twelve months of 1949, we should remember them.

DEATH OF A FAMOUS NAVAL LEADER

Admiral Of The Fleet Sir James F. Somerville, G.CB,,
G.B.E., DS.O.. Commander Of “Force H,” and Com-
mander-in-Chief, Eastern Fleet, During The Crudal
Years Of The 193945 War,

NE of Britain's famous sail-

on, Admiral of the Fleet
Sir James F. Somerville, G.C.B.,
G.B.E.. D.5.0O., died at his home
at Wells, Somerset, on March
19th. A host of friends in Brit-
ain, America, and many other
countries have heard of his pass-
ing with sorrow.

James Pownes Somerville was
born on July 17, 1882, and en-
tered the “Britannia™ in 1897, go-
ing to sea in 1898, He became a
keutenant in 1904, entercd HM.
5. “Vemon" to specialise in tor-
pedoes in 1907, and from 909
was torpedo officer of the bactle
ship "Vanguard.™ In 1912 he re-
turned .. the “"Vernon” for two
years for radio duties and in the
1914-18 war served as wireless
officer to Ave admirale in succes-
For his services asa HAeet
wireiess officer at Gallipob in 1915
he was awarded the D.5.0. and
promoted to commander.

After the war he became com
mander of the “Ajax"'in the
Mediterranean.  Admiral Somer:
ville was promoted .aptzin wn
1921, Two years as -Cap-
win to Rear-Admiral' John D.
Eelly in the "Benbow™ in the
Mediterranean were foflowed by
hit appointment as Direceor of

the Signal Department. Admiral-
ty, from 192% w0 1917, after
which he returned to the Medit-
errancan agzin a8 Flag-Capuin to
Vice-Admiral John Do KRelly in
the lst Battle Squadron. From
1929 o 1931 he was the nawal
instructor at the lmperial De-
fence College. Then he com-
maned the cruiser “Norfolk™ in
the Home Fleet untii selected to
be Commodore of Portsmouth
Barracks in October, 1932,

A year fater he was promoted
to rezr-admiral, and became Dy-
rector of Personal Services at the
Admiralty. For two years, from
1916, he was Rear-Admiml of
the Mediterranean Destroyer Flo-
tillas, 3 busy period, as his ships
were engaged in connection with
the war in Bthiopa, the unrest in
Palesting, and civil war in
Spain. In 1938, having been pro-
moted to wvice-admiral in the pre-
vious year, he was made Com-
mander-in-Chief, Bast Indies, and
took up the command two r anths
later with his Bag in his old ship
the “Norfolk.”

In April, 1939, he was jnvalid-

ome in consequence of an il
ness diagnosed a8 pulmonary tub-
erculosis, and, because of a2 rigid
rule, placed on the retired list,

In spite of an immediate recovery
in health and the production of
certificates from civilian special-
ists that he had no sign of the
disease, all his requests to be re-
instated on the active list were
refused. Nevertheless, the early
months of the war found him en-
gaged on special service in con-
nection with the development of
radar. When the famous with-
drawal from Dunkirk was being
carried out he found occasion to
attend to some radar installadon
at Dover, where the fag officer
in command, Vice-Admiral Ber
tram Ramsay, at once accepted
his offer of service; he took over
the command of that non-stop op-
eration duzing the intervals when
Rammy was compelled to snatch
a few hours of sieep, and contrib-
wed substantially to its success-
ful putcome.

Shortly aftervards he was se-
lecxed to command the force
which had to be stationed in the
Western  Mediterranean,  after
the collapse of France, to keep
watch on the Itahian Fleee, Hus
first duty there, 2 meiancholy and
highly distasteful task, was to en-
sure that the French fieet should
not fall into German hands by
the action at Mers-el-Kebir; but
after that he was able to devote
his full energies to the real
enemy. Force H, as it was call
ed, was grextly inferior to the
ltatiana, but under Admiral Som-
erville’s active and ingenious di-
rection it h enemy at
every opportunity. It playved its
part in CONVOY operationd to

The Hery

and from Mala, for which Ad-
miral Somerville was made a
K.B.E. in 1941, Besides the Med-
iterTanean, it Yept an eye on the
North Adantic, as occasion re.
quired, and its aircraft played
2 decisive pant in the destruction
of the “Bismarck.™

Early in 1942 Admimal Somer-
ville was called vpop to direct an-
other “ileet in being,” inferior
to the enemy, in a widcer sphere.
The "Prince of Wales™ and “Re-
pulsc ” advanced wing of the
Eastern Flect, had been destroyed
off Malaya, and he was appointed
Commander-inChief vf the new
Ficet organiscd guickly to oper
ate in the Indan Oeean as 2
start towazds retrieving the dang-
crous sitvation in the Far East.
The general strategy of the war
imposed on him x defensive policy

twowarde the fapanese, to prevent
them from advancng pfarthu
in the Pacifc untl progress
was made against Germany. He
relinquished  the ¢ d in
Au&uat, 1944, and was promoted
o GCB )

In October, 1944, he. arrived
in Washington as Head of the
British Admiraky Delegation. He
had shortly before been at last
reinstated on the active list, to
date August 10, 1944, In the
next vacancy for Admizzl of the
Flece, when Sir Charles Forbes
completed five years as such on
May 8, 1945, Admiral Somerville
was promoted to the highest rank,
and reappointcd in his post at
Washington  until  December,
1945, On  relinguishing  active
cmployment be took up his resi-
dence at Dinder House, Wells,

'_"'m

el el
into m ent P

he had recendy” inhcrlij::-d
rom his father there. and'into lo-
cal affairs. He was appointed
Lord Licutenand of Somerset in
1946, and elected an Alderman of
the Somerser County Coundl, in
the work of which he took an ac- .
tive sharc. ;

He married in 1913 Mary Kerr,
daughter of the ke Colonel T.
Hyder Main, and had one 20m
and one daughter. Lady Somer-
ville died in 1945, The s0n,
John, also entercd the Navy and
‘was 2 hicaenant during  the
193945 war,

A memorial service was held
at Wells Cathedral. In London a
memorial scrvice was zrranged to |
take place at Westminster Abbey
on April (st

MR. FRANGIS EDWIN MoMURTRIE, A.LNA,

His Death Was A Loss To All Who Stand By The

Royal Navies.

ITH the passing of Mr.

Francis Edwin MecMurtrie,
ALNA., who died at his home
at Hoddeston, Hertford, on Peb-
ruary 22, there will be many
throughout raval and pournalistic
circles who will mourn the loss of
3 firm friend and generous help-
er. But, in the wider sense, it is
not only they, but all who stand
by the Royal Navies in their
battle against apathy and neglect,
who have lost 2 staunch zlly.

Born on April 8 1884, Francis
McMurtrie received his cducation
at Salway College, and would
early have crossed the threshold
of a possibly brilliant naval car-
eer, had not indifferent health
barred the way, Nothing, how-
ever, could deny him his love of
ships and the sez, and he took
steps to equip himeedf o guide
this pasmon nte practical chan-
nele. To such good purpose, in-
decd, that in his 20th year he was

Jasmary, 1990,

By K.F.C.

a contributor to “All the World's
Fighting Shipa™ as it was then
styled, under its founder and frst
Editor, Fred. T. Jane, as well as
to other technical and genenal
publications.

His association with “Janc's™
was to last until his death. Dur-
ing the first World War, when
the annual was subjected to many
severe and childish restrictions by
the Admiralty, he took charge of
the War Loss Section, following
on Mr. Jarx's death. 1n 192} he
beczme Joint Editor with Dr.
Oscar Parkes, taking over respon-
sibility for text and make-up of
the volyme for the seven editipna
1923-29. On Dr. Parkes® redire
ment, he succeeded, in February,
1935, ax sole Editor, 2 post which
he had held ever since.

As Editor, McMurtrie war an
apostle of the mnctest accuracy,

and it is not hard to discern his
dislike for the somcwhat con-
jectusal illustrations which had at
one stage appeared in the annual,
His own mind has been referred
1o as » card index of naval and
nauticzl information.

At various times he was Naval
and Shipping correspondent of
the “News Chronicle,” “Daily
Telegraph,” and “Supfiay Ex-
press,” and wrote for many other
journals, including, of course,
“The Navy.,” During the recent
war, he wrote "Cruise of the
Bismarck™ and “Miracle of the
Mediterranezn™ and had earlier
collaborated with Sir Reginald
Bacon in a larger work “"Modern
Naval Strategy.” He was also
responmble for the handy “small,
brother™ of “Janes”, the annual
“Ships of the Royal Navy." He
also gave advice to and read
proofs for other authors, them-
sclves men in the Arst rank of
raval writers.

Although s Bditor of *JRne's™
his business was largely the
prescnt, the past was by no means
put aside. Az 2 member of ithe
Councik of the Wavy Records

a
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Society and the Society for Mau-
tical Research, and 1 wember of
the Viking Socicty for Northern
Research, he showed his aware-
ness of the value which accurate
records of the pasr and present
will have for the future.

He was also active in founding
the Anchorites diring club, in
1919, wnd as honogary secretary
wok « lazge part in intensifying
tts work for international amity,
Though normally much restricted
m hia movements during recent
months, he was drven to Londen
for the monthly dinners, and Fate
last year attended their mectings
in Norway and the Netherlands.

McMurtre had  received  the
danger signals some time ago, amd
fricnds realized that he should
give up some of his mamifold ac-
tivities, bhut his attitude to such
appeals scem o have been that
of Edwird VIL in similar corcum-
stances Of what use s nfe if
one cannot work?™  And now
he has left a workd which s so
very different from that of his
early days with “Fighting Ships,”
when  commanding  Arures  like
“Charlic™ Beresford had rhe pub.
lic ear. and naval annuals were
hest-setlers,

In the 194748 Edition, the

itor, on the occasion of the
Jubiiee Numbezr, waced the his-
tory of the annual back to its
wenesis in the sketches of the
British fvetr at the Alcxandria
bombardment, dmwn by 7-year-
It is of interest
that five ships appcaring ~in the
1497 Edition remain in the pres-

Answers to

(i) The name was that uf the
worid’s largest submarine,
the French “*Surcouf,” which
was in Britain at the time
of the colfapse of Prance in
1940, and came over to the
Free Prench. After distin-
guished service with the Al-
lies, she was lost with all
hands on the 19th February,
1942, -~ .

' O many *l" iy

devign of “Jane's” through the
years, just as the Heets it depicts
have been trunsformed. Though
the 39/48 War brought many
technical problems on the pub-
lishing side, the Admiralty ac’nﬁ-
ed 2 more aduit actirude o the
publication of matenal, and the
wartime volumes are therefore

more  valuahle than those of
14/18.
In the Jubilee Edition, Mc-

Murtrie was able o include these
special additiona:—Silhouvetees of
World  [ronclads, 1860-194%,
showing  development  from
“Warrios” of 1860 to “Vanguard™
of 1945, an Index of the Major
Warships of the World as re-
corded in fifty editions, showi

date of launch, flag, type an
fate: - illusteations and story on
The Biggest Warships Ever Buile
(the Japanese monsters “Yam-
ate,” “Musashi”™ and "Shinane™):
Summary of British Naval Con-
struction in 39/45- and an ar
ticle on Appearance Changes in
British Ships durng the War.
The Editors last words to um
are a grateful acknowledgment of
the importance of the da re-
ceived from enthusiastic corre-
spondenta throughout the worid.

After 1 peruml of this fine
volume, produced by Francis Mec-
Murtrie while working against
technical difficulties and failing
strength, one can only say that
it ia worthy to stand a2 his mem-

erat KFC.
Nautical Quiz

(2) David Glasgow Farragut was
the author of the phrase,
"“Damn the torpedoes!™ The
Federal naval leader in the
American Civil War, when
the "Tecumach™ was sunk
by a mine as he was forcng
an emtrance to Mobile Bay,
and his line waa temporagily
thrown into confusion, he
pushed ahead with the ex-

T Wewy

camagion: “Damb the
pedoest™ =
{3) The ishnd of Mauritiua, in
the Indian Ocran, was, when
the property of France,
known as “LTie de France.”
Rear-Admiral Sir George
Patey, MV.Q., who hoisted
his Hag in HM.AS. “Aus
malia™ at Portmwouth on
23rd Jupe, 1913, was the
first Flag cer to com-
mand the Australian Fleee.

The “Tweed” was built in
India as 2 paddle frigate for
the Eaw India Company's
Navy, in which she dwd fine
service. When the East In-
dia Company gave up its
Navy, John Willis bought
her, “took out her engines,
and ran her as a most suc
cessful mailing ship in the
Augtralian trade, She came
to griel off the Souwth Afri-
in coast in the late "cighties,
and many of her timbers arc
in the roof of a Port Eliza-
beth Church.

The “Flying Angel” w the
sign of the Missions to Sea-
men.

Yes! The WNorwegian full-
rigged ship “Pericles® was
‘onginally the Aberdeen Line
ship of that name. She war
built in 1877, and was sold
to the Norwegians in 1504,
her name later being chang:
od o “Sjurse” A later
* Aberdeen Line “Pericies,”
the steamer, mas lost in 1910
when she strock an unchart-
ed rock near the Lecuwin,

Shear-hulk is 2 hulk provid-
ed with sheer-legs for handl-
ing heavy weights, apeci-
fically for hoisting lower
masta ineo ships.
Mers el Kebir is 2 French
military harbour on the Bay
of Oran, North Africa. k
is noted as the stcene of the
British bombardment of
" Vichy French warships' on

(4

(5.

(6y

(7}

(8)

%

the 3rd July, 1940.

{2} ]. D. Potter supplies
charts, being an Adimnalty

(10)

| donugry, {000,
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chart t. (by William
Cory & Led, are noted
for the supply of bunkers—
their house flag is 3 Mack
dizmond on 3 white ground;
{c) The mame Thos. Walker
& Sen Lid. connotes the
pitent log. Wiliam War-
kins Ltd. arc on hand if you
want  towage on London
River: (¢) Keivin Bottomley
and Baied for compasses and
sounding machinvs.

AN ESSAY IN STREAMLINING
Cantinuad from paga 14

tiller, etc. One of thesc hoilers
15 oil-fred only, the other is of
composite typc. having a com-
hined heating surface of about
830 squarc feet: this boiler is oil
fired, and in additton takes the
cxhaust gases from onc of the
main engines through a change
valve.

The funnel casing—-in it
Cunard colours of red and black
top with two hlack hands, it has
been compared to a Prenchman's
top hat—houses the cxhaust pipes
and silencers from the main cn
gines, the auxiliary engines, and
the donkey fuel hoilers.

As to her engine room crowd
and stewards, the “Port Bris
bane"” ia a London ship. But
most of her deck hands hail from
Stomaway. She haa accommoda-
tvon for four cadets, and is
carrying three, accommodates in
two-herth cabina separated by a
comfortably - furnished  atudy.
With 3 Master and four officers,
the Chief Oficer—-following the
Port  Line custom-—does not
keep wvatch; the Fourth keeps
the eight to twelve, the Third
the twelve to four, and the Sec-
ond the four to eight,

The “Port Brishane's™ present
Master ia Captain H. Steele, who
was in command of the previous
“Port Brishane™ when that ship
was intercepted one night in
Novembher, 1940, in the Indian
Ocean when about three days
out from Fremantle homeward
hound, and was sunk hy the Ger-
man raider “Pinguin”—as a re-
sult of which Captain Steele spent

-

five years = a Geeman  prisan

camp,
What else about the ship?
Well! She has mechanical heat-

ing and ventilation. air condition-
ed accommodation, a cinema, 3
portable swimming pool, and an
hydraulic sewage plant  unit
which draws all sewsge to onc
central spot for discharge helow
water level, thus” obwiating the
need for the separute discharge
pipes all round the ship.

Looking over this wvery finc
ship, one can well believe that
she is, as her owners chaim, onc
of the most expensive cargo
vessels ever built. In this con-
nection it is of interest to notc
that the firss ten ships of the old
Tyser, Comry, Ror d: and Mil-
burn  families which went to
form the present Company in
1914, together cost less than the
“Port Brishane.™

She is cemainly a credit to her
owners, to her ship's comple-
ment, and to her builders—and,
incidentally, to British shiphuild-
g genezally. And if this pres-
ent voyage is any indication she
should pay dividends, for she
lifted the largest single cargo ever
to he shipped from Victoria. Long
may she contidue on similar lines.

THE RIVEK PLATE TRADE _
Continusd from page 1é

for z dash of life m the Labm
pattern,

The dock areas are rhe usual
streets of hovels and dives, with-
out the humour of life that one
associates with these parts in the
towns and cities of our own coun-
try. It's wiser to go back ahoard
in two's and three’s, and the
wiscat man of all will save enough
from the night's doinga for the
taxi fare back to the ship.

Well, that's the Plate. Or
that's how it was. But I don't

think things will have changed
very much. And 0, like the man
in the films, it is with regret that
here I mus leave Rio de a Plama.
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MEN OF
STAMINA

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK

1728-1779

CLOTHES
‘_701_10“\!‘/ llfom

r R
N AUSTRALIAN history Cook stands first, for he, in a very real sense, was ('rusaberQ.IOth I

the discoverer of Australia. The story of how this Yorkshire lad became
one of the greatest navigators in history s a stirring cale of grit and

determination. His work as an explorer was crowded into the last ten years of his life,

10 years of wonderful achievement. He learned to endure great hardships gallantly—

his stamina was amazing. . . . ., . Taking possession of the whole eastern coast

by the name of New South Wales, Cook gave to England and so to us,

Australia. . . He was one of the noblest men the world has ever known,

- Stamina
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e NAVY ror wexr MONTH

A wariety of good material is in hand for the March
issue of "The Navy.” and below we give 2 lisr of a few of
the articles which will appear:

HER MAJESTY’S QUEENSLAND SHIPS

“Gtill afloat and earning their living in Australizn ponts,”
writes our contributor My, X, F. Caldwell, “are two 65-year-
old ships. among the few survivors of those homely litdle
*navies' which had an important part in the launching of the
greater, more aloof service now guarding Australiz’s sca-
ways." He thus opens his informative illustrated article
“Her Majesty's Queensland Ships,” in which he tells of
Qucensland’s naval defence in the days before Federarion,
when the Quecnsland Marine Defence Force was in exist-
cnee among the “Colonial Navies™: which article will be
published in our forthcoming issuc,

LIFE IN A BARRACKS.

In "Life in a Barracks,” Mr. Wilson P. Evans tells some-
thing of Naval Occasions in Colombe during the war in
HMS. “Lanka,” where “white wvillas stand framed in a
background of riotous multi-hued blooms: firellics dit through
the purple night as they wait on the birth of the silvery
moon; small Fiats purr along the roads to pass the pitter
pattering rickshaw boys . . . ™ and there were other and less
attractive adjunces to existence. But you will read about
them all in the March issuc of “The Navy.”

MERCHANT SHIP OF THE MONTH.

We are endeavouring to publish each month something
on on¢ of the latest nowcomers in the Australian overseas
trade, and in the March issuc will be an wlustrated articie
descriptive of the new Shaw Savill ship "Delphic,” now in
Australian waters,

GENERAL.

In addition, “The Navy™ for March will contain all
the usual features. “Anniversaries of the Month,” “What
the Navy Is Doing” “Maritime News of the World™
Nautical Queation Box, Fiction, and the latest news and
views from the Navy League, and the Ex:Naval Men's Asso-
ciation. Order your March issue of “The Navy™ now, and
avoid delays and dizappointments.

i ""1 Fabmary, 19490, ¢
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

“BILL, BAILEY"
Sir,

In & recent number— The
“Navy,” October, 1949—a read:
er asks ('Bluc Paper” in "Gen-
eral Cargo™) “Does anyone re

 ASSOCIATED DOMINONS  ASSURANCE
STy PV L.
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SOCTY PIY. LTD.

Twyford House, 17 Castlereagh St., Sydney, N.5.W.

The Nen

L1

wmember old Bill Baitey, the ex-
aminers’ clerk at the B.O.T. Ex-

inztion Room in London?™ 1 for
one remember him with afection.
I know that some of the young-
sters thought him zn old grouser.
They were quite wrong. He did
get impatient with some of the
nervous tyros. He had a groff
manner, but | fougd him always
kindly. and he gave one 2 friend-
ly smile even when sarcastic
abour silly mistakes. When 1
had passed for Second Mare he
handed me his card and told me
that he was 3 stamp collector. Il
I should come across any new is
sues or uncommon stamps dur-
ing my travels he would love to
have them. I had some put aside
in case someone might find a vse
for them, so I sent them aleng.
He sent a2 wvery nice letter of
thanks. QOccasionally 1 sent others
3t long intervals. When | was up
for Master T had finished zll my
navigation excepe the last Chart
Question. There T got atuck and
puzzied .until Bill, walking round
the room, said to me: ~You've
been @ long time looking at that
chart.  Why steer North East
when you are bound South West?"
I looked sgain and found that
was what | had been trying w
do; a silly error. 1 got to work
again and was eventually the
fizar to Anish the exam, for mass
er that week. In those days you
hf: to get crerything correct or
else .. ..

Yours, ete.,

{Captain) H. V. Warner,
119 Second Avenue,
Royston Park,

Payncham, S.A.

HM.S. “"ARCHER"

Fobrwary, 1988,

Sir,

With regard to the articles
“Wotcher! Old Timer™, I my-
seif have been reading up mater-
izl of & similar pature and found
this arsicle supply z great deal of
information new to me.

I have been very interested in
ships, etc., zlthough I have not
been to sea. | had in 2 scrap book
two photographs of Farm Cove
which appeared in “Town and
Country Journsl™ for Qctober,
1913, in 2 number recording the
arrival of the frst Australian
Fleer. These photographs show
Farm Cove in 1901, and the ships
shown were named in (A) as
“Torch,” “Royal Arthur,” “Rin-
garooma,” "Archer,” “Pylades,”
2nd “Sparrow,” znd in (B) as
“ Royalist™, “Royal Arthur”
“Karrzkatta,” “Lizard™, “Torch."
As there were some obvious in-
accoracies in the names, 1 wanted
to identify them, especially as
some of che ships intrigued me.

On examining the publication
of 1901, the photographs proved
to be {A) Aquatic display, Janu-
ary Ath., hetd in conjonction with
Commonwezlth Celebrations zand
{B) ships in mourning on the
death of Queen Victoria, Febru-
ary, 1901, In both photographs
appear a ship with two masts
and one funnel, which was given
different names, being “Archer”
in {A) and “Lizard” in {B). On
consulting early editions of
“Yane's Pighting  Ships™  and
“Prassey’s Annual,” they were
found not t be sisters, the
“Archer” class comprising *Arch-
er,” “Brisk,” “Cossack,” “Mo-
hawk,” “Porpoise,”
and " Tartar,”  three-masted,
schooner-rigged  steamers, each
with one tall funnel. “Japes”
of 1903 gives “Brisk,” “"Cossack™
and "Mohawk™ as reduced to twe
maata, the twe remaining masts
being in the old positions. A
list of ships on Station 2t the time

“Racoon,”
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITORS

of federation included “Royal
Arthur,™ “Porpoise,™ “Mohawk,”
and “Pylades™ The accounts of
the arnval of “Ophir™ in May,
1901, with the Duke and Duchess
of York on board, do not men-
tion “Porpoise™ and “Mohawk™,
and my searches showed that
“Porpoise”™ had sailed for Eng
land on 27th. PFebruary, 1901,
and “Mohawk™ was at Singapore
on her way Home about the
same time.  Having noticed that
commissions were for thres years,
I examined the newspapers for
1898, and found reports of the
arrival of these two ships cardy in
that year, they being described
as "three-masted schooners,” so 1
was still in the dark as to the
identity of the two-maasted
schooner.

Purther reading showed me
that “"Mohawk" was despatched
to China, together with “Wal-
lzroo™ and “Lizard”, on the out-
break of the Boxer Rebellion in
July, 1900, a photograph show-
ing "Mohawk" still a three-mast-
ed rig. Later it was found that
“Archer™ was sent to replace
her, arriving  Jn  November,
1900.  An accouht of the arrival
of the first Governor-General,
i5th. Decembdr, 190, reports
that Lord Hopetoun, wha had
been in Australia for some time,
joined the fagship  “Royal
Arthur™ at Jervis Bay and pro-
ceeded up  the coast. She was
met off tﬁg Heads by the Squad-
ron steaming in two columns,
compriting ‘'Porpoise,” “Boomer-
ang,” “Archer™ and “Torch,™
“Rarnkatta” and *Ringdove.”
After pamsing either side of the

flagship and &ring salutes, they
form line  akead, following
"Royal Arthur,” and proceeded
up Sydney Harbour. Approach-

ing their moorings, “Porpoise™
and “Boomerang™ passed to stas-
board of the Bag, the othecs, led
by “Archer”, passed o port. A

The. Nevy

. LETTERS
TO THE EDITORS

group of photographs in the
“Sydney Mail™ shows the two-
masted cruiser in_question” paas
ing to port of “Royal Arthur,
and as the ships following were
of different appearance, this e
tablishes the identity of the ship
in both Photogrl?hs (A) and
{B) to be "Archer.” The barque-
rigged ship in (B) fring mourn-
ing guns should be “Pylades,” as
a newspaper of that time atates
that minute guns were fired by
“Royal Arthur," "Pylades,” and
*“Tauranga.”
Yours, etc.,
"*Shiplover,”
Mosman,
Sydney.

Thank you for your letter, and
for your most interestin recqrd
of research to identify the ships

concerned. .
Ede = The Navy."
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LOSS OF "TRUCULENT"

“uHE regretted loss by colbsion i fog—with
L more than hali of her complement of 80
officers and men and dockyard workers—of
HMSE “Truculent,” is a reminder that Peacc,
to paraphrase Milton, hath her diszsters, s well
ar her wvictories, no less renown’d than war, and
that the possibilicy of chsaster 13 always present
for those who go down to the sez n ships, and
more especizlly for those who go down below
the scz in under-sca vessels.

In the instance of “Truculent,” the victosy s
again that of courage and discipline, the survivors
in the sincken and sunken ship waiting in a queuc
—"just like waiting for 2 London bus,” as une of
those eveatually saved described it—for their
opportunity to use the Davis escape trunk, with
those who could swim having volunteered to allow
the non-swimmers to use the escapc sums.

This peacetime disaster to 2 submarine in the
British Navy 13 the first for over ten years, since
the “Thets™ was lost off Liverpool, Then, as

now, the news was hezdlined in the nowspapery
of the British world, 2nd in all parts of the Com-
monwealth of Nauons people anxiously read suc-
ceeding reports of rescue operations and hoped
for better news than eventually came. In berween
the 1wo happenings has occurred 2 world war, in
which many Brtsh submarines and their crews
suffered fates similaz o those of “Thetis™ and
“Truculent,” though brought zbout by enemy
action instezd of by maritime risk.  Of these oc-
currences, {ew received any more notice in the
papers than an oficial znnouncement of Admar-
alty's regret that " has failed to return
from patrol™; and that intimation touched none
other than those intimately connected with mem-
bers of the lost vessel’s complement. As the wife
of Chiel Engincroom Anificer Hine said of the
news that her husband was missing from “Truc-
ulent™: 1 have been through zll this before,
When his submarine was sunk in 1942 1 waited
four months without news, until » telegram ar-
nived telling me he was a prisoner of war in
Itabian hands.” PFor many in similar case, no such
heart-lifung telegram arrived.

S0, by the loss of the “Truculent,” we are re-
minded also that war has her victories, no less
renown'd than ﬁucc: and that no sterner hght
is fought than by those who wait with hope as
their only weapon,

The Nawy

THE SIX-YEAR ENTRY

HE decision of the Naval Board to introduce

an optional six-yezr initizl enlistment period
into the Royal Austrzlian Navy as from the com-
mencement of this year, zithough no doubt gov-
erntd by the exsting employment position in in-
dustry ashore, would appear to be sound common-
sense, 2nd also based on good psychology. There
are todzy most tempting openings in  industry
ashore for youth, with cxisting high wages, and
what s, in reality, a superflmty of leiswre in a
40-hous week. Moreover employers—both private
and government—are forced to vie with cach
other in offering all sorts of inducements of the
general  “music-while-you-work™ type to ene
deavour to persuade young people to enter their
employment: and all the Services are placed 2t
a disadvantage in view of the apparent drawbacks
attached to membership of them when contrasied
with the more free-and-easy life in civilian walks.

At the age of eighteen or 50, the years are very
long, and twelve of them stretch a great distance.
Many 2 young mzn whe might be inclined—de-
spite present inducements ashore so clearly set
before him-~to venture into the unknown of the
Mavy as a career, while hesitating at the cternity
of rwelve years and possible disillusionment which
lands him on the beach, an old man of thirty or
so, might casily be swayed by the thought that
he can, if he desires, sever his connection with
the Navy and start afresh ashore at a not-so-old
twengy-four.  On the other hand, having an ¢x
perience of six years of Naval life might easily
convince him of the desirability of renewing for
1 further six.

The system is well-worth trying, in any case;
and is far more likely to increase enlistment than
to reduce it. Nor is the period necessarily oo
short to develop good and uscful material.  The
“Houtilities Only™ officers and ratings of 191945
were certainly pushed forward under the hot
house conditions of war and war experience, hut
many of them had far less than six years in the
Navy, and were none the less efficient for that
it will be most interesting to sec how the new
scheme works out.

WEST CAN BE EAST

VEF the post war years Austrzblia has had

some useful experience in losing valuabie
overseas markets—even although it should enly
be wemporzrily, of which there is no certainty at
present -—in the East Indies. Duc to the unoficial
foreign policy wished on to the country, by which
trade with :Ec Netherlands East Indics in Duich

Februscy, 1980,

ships was banned, Australia forfeited some millions
of pounds, and ships of the United States, carry-
ing the produce of their country, established a
connection which will no doubt persist at any rate
to an extent unknown before the war; their gain
being cur loss,

Recently, the general manager of the Montreal- -
Austrzhia-New Zezland Line, Mr. Mervyn Glover,
warned Austrzliz that, owing to shipping delays
in her ports, she is in danger of losing b\:;isht
chances of valuable trade with the Briish Weat
Indies.  Mr. Glover, whos¢ company started a
direct service hetween Austrabia and the Weat
Indies in 1948, szid that devaluztion and the dollar
shortage offered bright prospects for two-way
trade with the West Indies which, with the
Bahamas, were ready markes for  Australian
goods—frozen meat, butter, cheese and general
grocery lines.  Before the war this trade was
carried on mainly with the Argentine, Canada,
and 10 z lesser extent, the United States. Bur
sterling devahuation could give the Austrzlian
trade a good chance if services were regular, while
by buying from Australia, the West Indies could
help to reduce the dram on the sterling dollar
pool.  Bur through an accumulation of factors—
port congestion, slow clearance from  wharves,
slow carting and availability nof cartage, Customa
clearance delays, and labour shortage—delays on
the Australian coast are too great.  “"We have
the ships,” Mr. Glover is reported as saying, “the
trade is there, but we don’t get our goods to the
Indies regularly enough to hold the trade.™

Australiz has been cnjoying a period of great
prosperity.  But theze have been times in the pamt
when she has scarched hard for markets overseas,
and thase times will, without much doubt, come
again. MNow is the chance 10 insure against them
by building up goodwill in markets ovcrseas. But
hefort we can do so we shall hive to improve
ship turn-round conditions in our ports. It ia
nothing to our credit as @ country depending on
shipping for all our external trade 2nd some cighty
per cent. of our internal trade that, despite mech-
anical improvements, whar{ handling capacity
dropped to pearly half the pre-war speed.

Coples of “DIT" Wanied

“The Mavy” has been sdvieed, through the Am
tradian War vik-oril. that the IIIle_ril] ar Mluseum,
Landon, i snxovs to . ecure if posmble 3 complete set of
the Royal Australian Navy's wartime magmaine “DIT™
{ar in:ru-ion in their st of Service nrwapapen and
Magsnnes. Should sny reader of “The ~ hawe a
tomplete set—or odd numbers, from which pomibly
camplete st could eventmlly be made up—of “DIT™
which he would be willing w dooste to the lmperinl
War Mumeum, and would communicate with the Bdicar,
bis setion would be greatly apprecisted.

EBd., “THE NAVY."




THE "ORIZABA” COES: WEST

IN THIS ARTICLE THE AUTHOR TELLS OF ONE OF THE MOST SPECTACULAR
WRECKS ON THE COAST OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, THAT OF THE ORIENT AND
PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY'S MAILBOAT "ORIZABA" IN 1505
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INCE the scene of the cvents
described in this article is
the coast of Western Austrzlia in
the vicinity of Fremantle, let me
start off with 3 kittle histosical
data.

On Christmas Day, 1696, the
Dutchman Vlaming, sa the buffet-
ed “Geelvinek,” aighted land, and
on the 29th. of December came
tw an anchor close inshere to an
island which. because of tne num-
bers of rata (wallabies) rbscrved
ashore, he called Rottncst —Rats’
Nest,  On the 9th. of January,
1697, the “Geelvinck™ anchored
close inshore off the mowh of a
river named the Black Swan.

The next visitor was Caprain
Hamelin in the “Natoraliste.”
who carried out much exploration
and named many promin:nt fand-
marks, not the kast being the
Isle Bauche, now ¥nown as Gar-
den Island. In 1821 Lizutenant
P. P. King. in the “Bathusst™,
pard 2 visit to Western Australia,
and in 1829 His Britannic Majes-
ty, George [V. entered mto pus
session of what is now refezred
to as the "Golden West.™”

So much for the mo-e distam
past. Now to liter times.

In June, 1877, Messrs. Ander-
son and Anderson despatched the
“Lusitania™ from London to Ad-
claide and Sydney viz the Cape,
thus providing the foreword to
the story of the Orieny Steam
Navigation Company’s service to
the Colonies. Two years fater, in
amociation with F. Green and
Company. Mesars. Anderson and
Anderson  founded the Orieme
Line, at fiest running a monthly
service. Realising, however, that
the trade warranted fortnightly
sailings, such 2 service was com-
menced in 1BBO in conjunction
with the Pacific Steam Naviga-
von Company of Liverpool—F.
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Green and Co. In 1888, ‘under
contract with the Postmaster
General, the crriage of His

Majesty's Mails commenced, and
has been continued ever since.

F. Green and Co. were asso-
ciated with the famous Blackwall
Line of frigates, whose traditions
and hougeflag are still carned on
by the Federal Steam Navigation
Company of London.

In 1905 the Orient and Pacific
Steam Navigation Company had
the following mail and passenger
steamers on the Australian run—
the “Awustral,” 5524 tong; the
“Cuzeo”™ of I8 tons, named for
the ancient capital of Peru; the
“Omazh,” of B291 rons, whose
Arabic name means the Chief of
the Emirs: the “Orent”, of 536%
tons; the “Onzabz,” commemor-
ating in her 6197 tons of shapcly
steamer 2 mountan thain in the
Andes; the "Ormuz” of 6387
tons, called after the island of
Hormuz in the Persian Gulf; the
“Oroya,” of 6297 tons, taking
her name from a3 town in Persia:
the “Ortona.” of 7945 tons, tak-
mg an Adriztic seaport z-voyag-
ing: the "Oruba,” of 857 tons,
carrying the name of a Weg [n-
dian island: and the “Ophir” of
6910 tons, named for an ancient
place in Ceylon.

One of the first of this flect
to leave London for Auatralia n

The powhen of ha "Civiasha~ wa o Foa Fathom Banh, &1
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the year of which we are apeak-
ing was the “Orizaba,” which on
the 13th. of January, 1905, pull-
ed out from Tifbury Pier in the
London River. There was the
usual embarkation bustle. = The
Purser, Mr. A. Power, and the As-
sistant Purser, Mr. W, Whiting,
had their hands fuil with attend-
ing to the stafl from the Haad
Ofbce of the *Orient-Pacific Line
(Managers P. Green and Co, and
Anderson and Anderson and Co.)
whp had come down from Fen-
church Avenue, and checking
over the passenger list.  Piest
Class fares o Fremaatle in those
days ranged from £38 to £6)
single, and £7% to £112 return!
At the “Onzaba's” foremast
the Blue Peter Aurtered, together
with the Royal Mail pennant. At
the mzin flew the QSNC,
Houseftzg, in those days 2 square
white flag with 2 bluz .cross in
the centre of which was 2 gold-
en crown; the Aag bore the
lerters O.S.N.C. in red, one
in each canton. The two,
funnels of the ship wertl

painted black.
Some years later the
Orient  Line dropped

fetters O.SN.C. from
Houseflag, and alter:d
funnels of their ships from
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had an exactly aimilar Houseflag
except that the letters, in red,
were P.S.N.C, and a5 such it re-
mains o this day: and this Com-
pany also retained the black fun-
nels.

Parewells were called and hand-
kerchiefs Auttered as the “Orig-
aba™ hauled ont into the stream
with Gravesend across the river,
and moved seawards through the
Lower Hope (hoop™ or “bend™)
and Sea Reach, past Canvey lo-
land, the Isle of Grain, the Med-
way, and the Nore. At the Nore
the Port of London was cieared,
the exact boundary marked by
the London Stonc on the Isle of
Grain.  In the year 1030 a weir
was built ar Yantlet Creek. [t
has long since diszppeared, but
the name survives in"the “Nore”,
where it is borne by the historic
old lightship, 40 miles from Lon-
don Town,

So the "Orizaba™ came 10 the
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Channel, with the Maphin Sands
and Girdler to port, and to star-
board the Kentish shore with the
home of the Whitstable “na-
tivea,” Herne Bay. Reculver, Mar-
gate, Kingsgate, Broadsuairs, and
the North Forcland leading on o0
Ramsgate and the Goodwin
Sands. Down Channel to her last
English port of call, Plymouth,

then on te Gibraltar, Mar-
seitles, Naples, Port Said and
Colombo:  which last port she
left on the &th. February, 1905,
for Fremantle,

It was a month of heavy bush-
fireg, and for days a thick smoke
haze had hung over the coast in
the wvicinity of Fremantle. On
Wednesday, the §5th. February,
Captain Coe, of the local coaster
“Julia Peccy™ reported that Rort-
nest Island was invisible until
close to. Meanwhile, preparationa
were being made at Premantle for
the armval of the mailboar, due
about noon on Thursday the
i6th; but early on the moming
of that day the light keeper at
Rottnes: rang up the Chief Har-
bour Master ar Fremantle, Cap-
tain C. J. Irvine, reporting the
haze as so thick that Bathurst
Point, less than three miles away,
was completely obscured.  Such
was the setting for one of the
most spectacular wrecks on the
Wem Australian coast,

The “Onmba”, drawing 24}
feet, and making 2 good 14 knota,
was approaching tht coast to make
her landfall round about this
time, and at six bells in the four
1w cight morning watch the Chief
Officer. Mr. Nicholson, called the
Master, Captain R. Archer, to
the bridge, on account of the den-
uty of the haze. High land was
uighted through the haze at eight
bells, and speed was reduced to
dead slow and the lead kepr go-
ing, Captain Archer being unsure
of his exact position owing
having been unable to get mcllar
observations during the night.

The sea wis cabm with a alight
sontherly breeze. The passengers
were in a pleasant futter of ex-
citement with the usual bustle
heralding the end of 1 voyage

and, to many, the beginning of
2 new life in a srange land.

At three ‘bells in the eight to
rwelde  watch—93 am—a
point of high land with 2 beacon
was aighted ciose ahead, the
leadsmiin at the same time calling
“by the mark five.” Breakers
were vbserved about a milc away.
Captain Archer and the Chiefl
Officer discussed the position and
conciuded chat the high land was
North Beach, some seven miles
north of Fremantle. Instane ac-
tion was taken to steam sea-
wards, the engines were stopped,
soundings taker, and rcpeated
blasts were sounded on the sizen
to artract the pilot boat. A num-
ber of fizshing boats were seen in
the wvicinity, but unfortunately
were not spoken.

Proceeding  slowly with the
fead going, the “Omzaba™ made a
southerly course in an endeavour
o pick up Rottnest Island. As
events showed, she was then ac
tually south of Rottnest. As the
island did not shbw up, she con-
tinued dead slow with repeated
stoppages while trying 10 fis her
position. By some extraordinary
chance, she had acrually crossed
the Five Fathom Bank and run
into deep water beyond, and at
11.20 a.m. the watchers on her
bridge sighted a point of high
land with another beacon dead
abead, and a little over a mile
away.

At this, Captain Archer turned
the ahip’ and stcamed seawards,
and on recroming the Five Fath-
om Bank the “Orizaba™ ground-
ed heavily amidships just before
noon.

From the fArst sighting at 8
am., land had been continuowly
in sight, but so obscured by
smoke and baze as to be complete-
ly unrecognizable an to features,
and thus useless for the purpoees
of obtaining a fix. Had the ship,
when land was Acst seen, anchor-
ed until her exact position could
have been ascerained, her loms
would not have occurred,

About (.4 pm., an Ttalian
fisherman  cruini off Garden
Istand, was amazed to see 2 huge

o ug d-u1 ugh  the
base. . On appeoaching, was
hadled by an officer and taken to

Captain Archer, who wribbled a
note to be taken to the police at
Rockingham, which place the
Italian reached shortly after 3
p.m. The police instantly rang
the Post Office at Fremantle, who
in uen informed Captain Irvine,
the Chief Hacbour er, that
the "“QOrizaba™ was aground and
requiced the immediate assistance
of tugs and lighters, By thin time
the “Orizaba’ "had 20 feet of
water in the engine room, and
was bumping heavily.

Captain Parkins, the manager
of the Rockingham Jarrah and
Kauri Company, rang Captain
Irvine and wld him that the “Or-
izaba" was aground approximate-
ly one mile west of Garden [s-
land, 17 miles south west of
Capt Viaming, and about three
miles north of the dreaded Cov-
entcy Reef, The wvessel was
headed in a W.5.W, direction.

It may be of interest wo old
salts to mention 2 few of the
then recent wrecks in Western
Australian waters. The “West
Riding,” London w Fremantle
with a general cargo, completely
vanished in 1898. The "Vimlta,”
with a cargo of timber from Pu-
get Sound o Fremantle waa
never heard of again.  The
“Europa” from Glasgow with 2
general cargo was wrecked north
of TFPremantle, The “Corbett
Cantle,” wunloading steel raila at
Bunbury, blew ashore and became
a total loss in 1899. The "He-
busta," Landon to Premantle

with a general cargo, was wreck-

td on Inaccessible Island. The
barque ‘Sepia,” with a general
cargo, London to Fremantle, was
wrecked on Carnae Island in De-
cember, 1898, and the follnowing
year the ship “"City of York,
San Prancisco to Fremantle, with
timber, was wrecked on Rortnest
on the 12th, July, 11 of her crew
being lost and 15 saved: and the
mme day, in a blusmering Neorth
West gale, the “Carlisle Camle”
also went ashore on Rotnest with
the loss of all her ship's comple-
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ment. In the July gales of 1900
the barques “Katinka,™ “Love-
spring,” “Norwester™ and "Or
cadia”™ were all wrecked at Ham-
clin Bay, and in 1901 the barque
“"Hightand Porrest,” with a gen-
cral cargo, was wrecked at Rock
ingham,

But 1o rerumn to the “Orizaba™.
Needless to say, the excitement
in Fremantle when the news was
received and rumowurs began o
spread, was intcnse. A crowd
quickly gathered at the wharf to
watch the pilot launch “Lady
Porrest"—which was still doing
her job in 1949—with Captain
Irving; Captain Tait, the Chief
Pilot; and Captain R. E. Arundel,
Lloyds Surwyor; sctting off,
while the tug “Gannct,” towing
two lighters, was followed by the
tugs “Dunskey,” “"Narumba™ and
“Awhina," with a lighter each.

On Captain  Irvine’s retum
from the “Orizaba™ to Fremantle
it was learned that the ship was
hard and fast aground, and Mr.
T. Day, the local manager, and
Mr. David Anderson, the general
manager in Australia for the
Company, were informed of the
ship's hopeless position,  Mean-
while Commander D. L. Dent,
R.N., of HMS5. “Katoomba,”
then in port at Fremantle, offered
hin ship and crew to asmsise. But
the offer was declined, a2 nothing
coukd be done and it would have
been dangerous for the “Ka-
toomba™ to approach the Pive
Pathom Bank, bristling with reefu.
Commander Dent, as a four ring-
er, later commanded the “Inflex-
ible"™ and the old blister-sided
“Edgar™ at the Dardanelles.

Since it was obvious that the
ship herself was a total loss, ar-
rangements were made immed:-
ately to land all the passengers
and baggage by the tug “Gan-
net.” Capeain Archer was par-
ticolarly desirous of getting the
Austrian and Imltan pamsengers
ashore quickly, 18 they and the
Lascars showed sigrs of panic.
The Pirst and Second Clam pas-
scngers  cemained  calm. ey
were berthed in variows Freman-
te hotels. Arrangements were
bater made to send the Third

Fobruory, HOB.

Chs pasengers Bast by the
coastal mteamer “Bombala,” the
Firt and Second Class travelling
in the N.D.L. mailboat “"Nera,”
which left Fremantle on the 18th.
of the month.

A number of vesscls wer: e
ployed in salving as much as pos-
sible of the “Orizaba's” cargo,
among them the Adelide Steam:
ship Company's “Ouraka™, 800
tona: the “Coolgacdie,™ of 900
tons; the “Torrena™ of 200 rons,
beaides  the  shipments in  the
lighters, Not to be outdone in
the trade, the “Unidla,” the
“Gannet,” the “Manx Feery™ and
“Julia Percy™ took out thousands
of sightseers to the wrcck on the
18th. and 19th, February.

On Tuesday the 2lst., the
Captain and Officers left the “Or-
uaL. 28 it waar obwious that
she was beginning to break up.
Al been

On Thuraday,
the 23rd. February, before Mr.
R. Fairburn, the local Resident
Magistrate; Captains J. R. Gor-
don, and ]. Foxworthy, naurical
asseanors; Captain B E. Arun-
del, Lloyds Surveyor; and Cap-
tain C. J. Irvine; a Court of In-
wiry was held at Premantle.
ptain Archer and hin officers
gave evidence, and the finding of
the court was that the Master be
severely censured for 1 grave er-
ror of judgment in not anchoring
his vessel until he was sure of
hin poaition, and attempting to
recroma the Pive Fathoma Bank.

Whatever error Captain Arch-
er made, one feels that his own
cloth will loyally remember .the
magnificent  example old
time Master Mariners set. In
truth they were the nmalt of the
“Tight Little Inde.”

At the Cleopatra Hotel at Fre-
mantle on the 26th. February,
Messrs. Learmonth, Duffy and
Co. sold the hull of the “Oritaba™
to Charles Moore of Perth for
£3750, the remainder of the
cargo going for £300; whilat the
salved cargo was sold in the sheds
on Fremantle wharf to the busi
ness Arme of Boan's, Freedman's,
and the Bconoms, among

Gnghlnly ﬂle“‘Onn'mba“ bmk;
ap. € wWas rist rn o

agc. for ahe hadn%cm wile in
1886 by the Barrow Shipbuilding
Company, Capuin Archer had
obtained his Mastcz's Ticket in
1885, He pad been Master in
the PRN.C. for 1] years rrc
vioun to the loss of his ship, four-
of them in command of her. On
this, her last voyage, he had an
his deck oficera M. 5. Nicholson
as Mate, P. Eccleston as Second,
and F. Roberts and P. Finnigan
as Third and Pourth respectively.
His Chief Engincer was T. Gra-
ham, with W. H. Black and J.
Bryant as Second and Third. Dr.
E. R. Moss was the ships sur-
geon. There were 135 of 2 white
crew, and 79 Lascars.

The winter gales of 190% fin
ally swepe the last of the old “O¢-
izaba™ to the bottom of the Pive
Fathom Bank. But her voice is
still heard in Western Australia:
for the steam whistle used at
Monteith  Brothers'  factory in
Perth in that with which she call-
ed wvamly for guidance that

smoke haxy morning of February,
4Y yan ago.




MY, "Taiyvaa”, 471 toms groms, latast additios la the Ausiralia-Far East trads.
and mow on har maidan vovage.

LATEST ADDITION TO AUSTRALIA-FAR EAST TRADE

THE CHINA NAYIGATION COMPANY'S NEW “TAIYUAN" IS A FINE EXAMPLE

OF BRITISH EXCELLENCE IN SHIP DESIGN AND BUILDING,

T the author of thise few
L notes there comes the mem-
ory of seeing, some years ago in
Sydney Harbour, a small, clipper
bowed steamer with on: black
funnel. She was of such a size
fs almost to be thought of as 2
rn’\r:tc yacht. She had, if recol-
ection is cosrect, unusual, shon
curved ladders leading from her
lfore well-deck o the promenade
deck.  They were part of that
individuality which gave her the
yachtfike quality. She was the
steamer “Taiyuzn™ of the China
Navigation pany Limited.
Now a new “Taiyuan™ 12
existence, and last month was in
Australia on her maiden voyage,
straight out from her builders on
the Clyde. It in here the object
to tell you something of her, and
of the Company that owns her.
Let us take the Company first.
In 872, John Samuel Swire,
who founded the Eastern branch
of John Swire and Sons under
the name of Buuerfeld and
Swire, formed the China Naviga-
tmn Company, Led, to run Bric.
ish mramers on the Yangise
Kieog; being backed in this ven-
oare by Alfred Holt—the founder
of the Blue Funnel Line—and
some others interested in  the
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China trade. [nterest in the Com-
pany was socon taken by Juhn
Scott, member of an old Green-
ock shipbuilding {amily, and H.
I. Butterficld, who was a2 York-
shire millowner; and it was not
long beforc opcrations were cx-
rended to the Chinz Coast, and
2 fleet of coasters was built up. .
Progress was such, that by
1941 the Company's flece had
grown to 37 ships of an aggre-
gate tonnage of 154,000; casily
the largest British line operating
sofely in the Far East and West-
em Pacific. Meanwhile, in 1883
the trade herween Japan, China
and Australia appeared to justify
the Company in extending to
Australia, and building  special
ships for the trade. This was
done, and the “Changsha,” “Tai-
yuan,” "Chingty,” and “Tsinan”
were huilt and put on the run.

Later, when the Awuatralian
trade tended to lessen, “Chingru”
and “Tsinan™ were withdrawn,
and put on the Shanghai-Japan
run, where they remained wntil
the China Navigaton Comgpany
retired from that run in 1909,
when they were sold. With the
further deterioration of the Aus-
trafian  trade, "Changsha™ and
“Taiyuan™ were, in 1912, sold 1o

by John Clark

GC. 5. Yuill and Co., whose frozen
meat—they  being  refrigerated
ships— they had carmed to Man-
ifa:  and they continued to sail
under G. 5. Yuill's flag until
bGE5-26.

Now, the China Navigation
Company, with rencwed faith in
the continued growth of Austra-
lia's trade and interests in the
Far East, have again entered the
Japan-China-Australia trade with
two  new motor  vessels, the
“Changsha™ and “Taiyuan™, each
of which is the third of her name.
The object of the vwo ships is,
in the C;mpany‘s own words: “to
link these two important and
mutuzlly dependent regions™—the
Far East and Auvstralia—and, to
produce the ships required,
“everything that skill, craftsman-
ship and modern research can of-
fer, the Builders’ two-hundred-
years-old tradition of shipbuiid-
ing and the Owners’ seventy-five
years of experience in Far
ern shipping, have united."

In “Taiyuan" the combination
has certainly produced a most at
tractive ship, and one admirably
designed for the trade in which
she is to engage. Built by Scott’s
of Greenock, she is 414 feet be-
tween perpendiculars and §7 feet
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beam, with a2 moulded depth of
33 feet and loaded draft of 23
feet 6§ inches. Her net registered
tonnage i 4137, and her gross
7472 twons. A motor vessel, she
is single screw, and is propelled
by Doxiord diesel engines.

“Taiywan™ is  well-cquipped
with navigation aids; with gyro
compass, wireless direction fnd-
er, and “Seascan™ radar—which
has a range of 25 milcs, and the
glass-domed scanner of which is
a prominent feature on her bridge
—and echo sounder: and she is
provided also with the latest type
radio transmitters for ordinary
communication.

Designed  as  passenger-cargo
vessels, the “Taiyuan" and her
sister are: well-equipped for this
duzl purpose. The boat deck con-
stitutes a spacious sports deck,
with the Master's and Offcers’ ac-
commodation at the forward end
under the bridge. Here also is
Number Three hatch, betwecn
bridge and funnel.

On the promenade deck below,
the main bridge structure con-
tains the general rooms for the
mloon passengers, of which the
ship has accommodations for 41,
in single and double-besth cabins.
An excellent innovation i a ver-
andah which, right forward in
the bndge structure, extends the
full beam of the ship, lit by large
windows and comfottably fur-
nished with wicker chaws and
tables.  Immediately abait this,
and lit by windows opening in to
it, is the lounge, 2 fleature of
which is the specially laid dance
floor occupying the centre floor
space, and which removal of the
carper makes ready for instant
use

Juse aft of this is the main en-
trance and staircase? fanked on
the port side by 2 cocktail bar,
and on the starboard by a writing
room; while further aft again
the smokeroom extends the full
width of the house, with a paint-
ing by a Chinese artist as its main
feature, admirably setting off the
bieached wood with which the
room is panciied.

Saloon cabins extend alt om

February, 1980,

An artists improssion of MY, "Talyvas" eataring Hong Xong harbour by sight.

with lighi-durted Wictoria Peak in tha background.
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cither side of this desk, double
berth cabins to port, single berth
- with Number 1} omitted as a
sOp to the supersiiious—to star-
board. At the after end of the
midship steucture is the swim-
ming pool.

The deck below houses a fow
special salonn cabins at the for-
ward end  single berth  cabins
with private shower, and double-

berth wih private bath- -the
ship's office, and  the dining
saboon. A the alter end of this

deck is the accommadation (or
the wunst class  passengers, of
which “Twyuan”™ can carry 42,
in two, three, and four-herth cab.
i, the towurist-class lounge and
bar are on thes deck. the dining
saloon being on the main dock
below.

Al passenger  accommodation
i3 delightfully Jdecorated and fur-
nished, in a manner saitable for
the tropieal trade i whicl. the
ship wilt he employed. A zon-
ditkaning is 2 feature of the hip,
public roome, satcrooms, alley
ways and hathrooms heing ventil-
ated by fresh zir circulaed by
the Thermotank Punkah Lowvere
system,  which  gives  gighteen
changes of arr cach hour without
noise or dravehts.  The general
atmosphere of the passcnger ac-
commodation  obtained hy the
skilful blending of colour and -
sign in panclling and furniture,
which was carnied out hy Muessrs,
Heals of London---is one of light
and restfol charm.

“Taiyuan's™ five cargo holds
have a total capacity of &23%
tons ©f 40 cubic fect; and she
has in addition ecight compart-
ments for chilled or frozen cargo
with a capacity of 58,000 cuhic
feer. The hatches are serviced
by electric winches, 2nd the ship's
gear will handle lifts wp to 30
QNS

Refrigeration is by a direct ex-
pansion freon circuit which cools
3 brine system. Adr, cooled by
passing over brine grids, is then
distributed throughout the insul-
ated holds by fzns, and exhaust
fans withdraw the air for re<cool-

ing. An important feature of this

system is the fact that it is virtu
#lly odourless and will not con-
taminate foodstufs in the event
of z leakage.

To <ater for the frosted fruat
trade, a special deep freeze cargo
compartmcnt has been built in
cach ship.  These compartments
work dircetly off the freon circuit
and work at a temperature of 140
dtteees

“luxury™ fruita and vegetables
and their delivery garden-fresh at
the cnd of a voyage of some
thousands of mules, !

With a raked bow and cruiser
siern, micely proportioned as to
her  superstructure and  funnel,
“Tawuwsn™ is a handsome xddi-
sion to the Myerchant Fleets ca-
gxged an today’s Australian trade,

cnxhfing  the quick-freezing  of
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Fahrenheit below  zero,

ately.  But what is s shorteoming in comparison ‘with
the diep sca lead?

Amontt the “marks” on the deep sea lead line, five and
fftien fathoms are a piece of white walico:  seven and
scventeen a picce of red hunting:  and thirteen a picce
of blue cloth. Why the difference in marerials?

In the days of sail, which, would you say. was the most
dangerous sl to stow?

The two  British  submarines  “Telemachus™  and
“Thorough.” now with the Avstraban Flect, are htred
with the “snort.” Whar is the German name of this
equipment, and what is s funciion?

The luxury ship “Monarch of Bermuds™ is heing re
constructed for the Australizn run. Do you know under
what name she wilt come here?

There follow the names of some Biitish merchant ships
which have achizved fame by some happening in cheir
lives. Can you place their respectrve Mastors from the
following hist?  Ships: “Waratuh,” “Brussels.” “Cuny
Sark,” “Montrose.” “Titanic.” Masters: Captain Wood-
get, Cuaptzin Kendall, Caprain Ilbery, Captam Seith,
Captain Fryatt.

You may remcmber the litle barque, the "CJS.",
which was employed in the Melbouvrne -Mavritius sugar
tizde. Do you know how she got her name?

On Wednesday, 17th. April, 1940, the liner
Mary"” made her first visit to Australiz.
how many she made in ali?

ugen
Do you know

Do you know the whercabouts of the following tand-
marks? The Brothers: the Mother, North Daugheer,
and South Daughter; the Seven Sisters; Father Point,

Admiral Phillips and Captain Leach stoed on the bridge
together as the ship went down. The date was 10th.
December. What was the ship?

Angwans on page €

and a further example of the best
in British shiphuilding tradition,

(1) The Echo Scunder gives the depth of water immede
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The United Stetas Coard Guard Cuitter “Cool Inkat”, one of Ba veuals snsigned

to ea ecean wisther watien.

iqution), the plicated unt

Tha thip uwe codar and Locan {loag range redin
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THE ATLANTIC ICE PATROL

In The International Organization For The Establish-
ment Of Weather Reporting Stations In The North
Atlantic, The United States Coast Guard Is Re.

sponsible For Seven

Of The Thirteen Stations Agreed

Upon. Here Is Described Some Of The Coast Guard
Activities On These Duties. . )
(By courtesy of the United States Information Service)

HE United States Coast
Guard, cstablished in 1790
to help enforce customs regula-
tions, today has additional dutics
znd responsibilities international
in character and scope. All nations
arc interested in the safety of the
men in their ships and planes
crossing the ocesns.  Most of
the Coust Guard's new operations
are designed to increase sfcty at
sea.

Unul 1940, there was no
steady, dependable source of in-
formation on ocean wezther for
ships and planes crossing the At
lantic Ocean. In that year, the
Coast Guard set up two Hoating
weather stations in the Atlancic.
During World War 1§, because
of the large number of ships and
planes carrying supplies to Europe
from the United States, the num-
ber was increased to 18, After
the war, thchnumbcr <|)f mticl;ns
d w the onginal two, but
tgpr;dd for 2n expanded peace-
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time weather scrvice had definite-
ly been established.
A 1946 agreement between the

United States and eight other na:
tions proposed that 1} ocean
weather stations be set up in the
North Atlantic Ocean, Unit-
ed States Coast Guard agreed to
man seven of these stations and
to share the operation of another
with Canada. The United Siates
also proposcd to operate in the
Paciiic Ocean two additionzl sta-
tions not called for in the agree-
ment, The agreement is zdminis-
tered by the International Civil
Awviation Organization.

While patrolling ocean weather
stations, Coast Guard ahips make
surface and zerizl weather obser-
vations sgveral times every day.
Dita obtained is transmitted Lo
the United States Weather Bur-
eau n Washington, D.C., and,
from this information, forecasts
of ocean weather conditions are
made 1o air and shipping lines.

By being forewamned of storms
or hazards in their paths, planes
and ships can change their

courses il nec:ssary.  The Coast
Guard ships transmit radic bea-
con signals, which serve as safety
guides, particelarly for sircraft.
Radio communication is cstablish-
ed with plancs and ships passing
the weather stations, ans,s(hrough
the use of radar equipment, their
speed, logation, and progress are

Continusd an page 47
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Despite lee conditions and mountaingus aees, thips remain on tha shaton.




NAVAL PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH

Gommander John PlﬁnkatH.'ola, H.A.h

MOMMANDER  JOHN PLUNKETT-COLE,
Y RAN, at present War Book Officei at
Navy Office, Melbourne, had the call of the sea
in his blood, for he is the son of a Master Mariner,
his Exther having been for many years a Merchant
Service officer sailing on the China Coast with
the well-known frm of Butterfield and Swire,
eventually becoming their senior Master. It was
as such that he fell a victim to Chinese pirates,
who, embarked in the ship as passengers 3t Singa-
pore, subsequently launched their attack and took
the ship into Kwangchow Bay for looting, Cap-
tzin Plunketi-Cole suffering injuries from which
he never fully recovered.

His son John, born in Melbourne on 4th. Sep-
tember, 1906, enzered the Royal Australizn Naval
College in 1920: being awarded “Maximum
Time™ and the prizes for French and English
when he Passed Ouwt four years later. He became
a Midshipman on 1%th. May, 1924, and proceed-
ed overseas for the usual service with the Royal
Navy.

In these years he was 3 keen Rugby player,
and while doing his Sub-Lieutenant's courses,
was awarded colours for representing the Royal
Navy in the I[nter-Service Athleue Tournament
in 1927, and was “capped” for the United Ser-
vices {Portsmouth) Rugby Football Club in the
1927-28 season, and again for the Royal Navy in
the Inter-Service Rugby Championship a1 Twick-
enham in 1928, In 1932-}3, having returned to
Australia, he was Year Officer at the Naval Col-
lege, and during that pericd capuained the Flind-

ers MNaval De Rugby XV. which won the
premiership of the Vietorian Rugby Union in
1933,

Ax the outbreak of war in 1939, John Plenkert-
Cole—by now Licutenant-Commander, he having
been promoted Lieutenant in 1929, and having
obtained his half-stripe in 1937—was serving in
H.M.5. "Sussex™ in the Mediterranean. [n these
early months of the war Iuly had announced 3
policy of non-belligerency, and as strength was
urgently needed clsewhere than in the Mediter-
ranezn, it waa poesible to draw on the Mediterran-
ean Fleet for units to reinforce the Home Fleet
and other B.N. Forcea. “Sumsex™ accordingly
found herself detziled 10 other tasks, and took part

n

in the hunt of the “Graf Spee” in the South At
lantic—with  H.M.S. “Shropshire” she formed
“Force H." one of the hunting groups operating
in the arez of the Cape of Good Hope.

Commander Plunkett-Cole had plenty of variety
of work in those days. His ship was one of the
excort for the firse A.LF. convoy on part of its
vovage 10 the Middle Bast; he was present at the
later stages of the Norway evacuation; and he
was in Home waters during the baule of France;
while this stage of his wartime activities ended
with the bombing and dissbling of his ship in the
Clyde duging a German air raid.

In November, 1940, he returned to the R.AN.
from the RN joining H.M.A.S. “Napier™ on her
commissioning under Captain Arliss a5 Capmin
(D). “Napier,” after a shon spell of convoy work
wn the North Atlantic, joined the Mediterranean
Fleet and took part in the various operations that
marksd the hectic periods of Crete and the To-
bruk Ferry Run. During the evacuation of Crete,
“Napier” wia nearmissed in 3 German air at
tack and wemporarily disabled with 800 troops
on board, but reached Alexandria in safery.

With the entry of Japsn into the war, "Napier”
joined the Eastern Fleet, and shortly afterwards
Plunketi-Cole was appointed from her to H.M.
A5 “Canberma,” joining the cruiser in May,
1942, three months before her loss at the first
Battle of Save Island, in the opening days of the
Solomon Islands campaign. Slightly wounded in
this action, Lieutenant-Commander Plunkett-Cole
was the senior executive officer surviving.

In September. 1942, he was appointed to H M,
A8, "Rushcureer,”" at Sydney, where he started
the Fairmie School, remaining there until April of
the following year, when he was appointed to
HMAS “Vendetta" in command, going from
her to the command of H.M.AS. “Nepal” in the
Ezstern Fleet, and taking part in the strikes on Sa-
bang and Sourabay:z. Towards the end of 1944,
he took command of HM.AS. "Napier” in Aus-
traliz, where that ship had come to refit. He
took her back to the Eastern Fleet, and there she
was twken over by Captain H. J. Buchanan as
Captain (D] Seventh Flotilla, Commander
Plunketi-Cole—who received his promaotion in De-
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cember, 1944—aucceeding Caprain Buchanan' in
command of “Norman.™

There followed the operations of the Seventh
Fiotilla with the Eastern Fleet against Burma, and
later with the British FPacific Fleet in the opers-
tions against Japan.

In 1946 Commander Plunkett-Cole came to a
spell of shore duty as Commander, Royal Austra-
lizn Naval "College, and on the 15th, January,
1948, he was appointed Commanding Officer

HM. A'S. "Culgoa,” and Senior Officer 1st. Frig-
ate Flodlla, an appointment he held until August
of laat year.

Commander Plunkett-Cole is married, and i
the father of two sons, one aged five and the other
eight years. His wife, who is 2 Sydney girl, has.
also served in the Royzl Navy, Being in England
when war broke out in 1939, she joined the
W.R.ENS., and was one of the frat Officers in
that branch of the Service to be appointed in the
WA,

Commandm Joha Munbait.Cola, BLAM,

February, 1950,




IT WAS JUST ON THREE HUNDRED YEARS SINCE IN A THREE DAYS' FEBRUARY
FGHT THE DUTCH ADMIRALS DE RUYTER AND EVERTSEN MET THE BRITISH.

NOW IN ANOTHER FEBRUARY THE DUTCH "DE RUYTER"

FOUGHT ALONGSIDE US IN THE JAYA SEA.

ON the 19th. February, 1633,
John Evelyn—as he tells us
in his Diary— “Planted the orch-
ard ax Sayes Court; new moon,
wind west.” While he was so
pleasantly  engaged, the British
Fleet uncer Blake, with MWonzk,
Deane and Penn, was in the midst
of the Three Days' Pight againdf
the Duich under Tromp, who was
supparted by De Ruyter and
Evertson. The action started off
Portland on the 18th. February,
the object of Biake being to pre-
vent Tromp from getting his an:
nual convoy up Channel to
Hodiand.

A tremendous bartde lased all
day on the 18th., Blake being
badly wounded in the thigh and
some of his ships so shatvered that
they had to be detached. Three
of his ships were waken by the
Dutch and later recaptured, and
the “Sampson”™ was sunk. One
Dutchman was captured, three
sunk, and one blown up. During
the night Tromp managed to alip
past the British with his convoy,
but was overtaken the following
afternoon off the Isle of Wight
and the action was resumed.

By the cnd of the scond day
the Dutch had lost 2 further two
men-of-war and ten or twelve of
the convoy. The pursuit lased
through the night and action re-
commenced on the moming of the
2eh. off Grisnez, but Tromp
managed to slip past and get o
Holland.

This fight witnessed ane of the
first occasivns on which landsmen
—who, though not embodied in
any rtglmtnt or mrps, were pract

ly marines—tak cu:g part in an
engagement on Bri ships. This
waa, also, the firt occasion of the
distribution of medals to Naval

officers. After the actions of 1633,
Parliament voted gold chzins to
Blake, Monck, Penn, and Rear-
Admiral Lawson, and medals to
all the captains. Previcusly thefe
had been no Parlizmentary grant
of medals to classes of officers, but
onky to selected individuals.

Petwuary Llth, 1744, was the
date of the action off Toulon,
when Admiral Mathews, who was
desperately shore of frigates while
blockadxn‘ic the  Pranco-Spanish
fleet in port, enceavoured to
cripple the Allied fleer when it
eventually came out and get back
in Lime [0 prevent transports leav-
ing Toulon with much-needed
troops for Italy. Taking it all in
afl he succeeded remarkably well,
for he drove the Allied fleet inco
Cartagena, and.then returned to
Toulon before the transports could
sail. But enemy propaganda claim
ed a great victory, and political
considerations at  home made
Mathews 2 scapegoat, with the re-
sult that he was dismissed the
Service; although the real faule lay
with the authorities by whom he
was kept short of material.

The 17th. of Pebruary 1782,
saw the action between Hughes
and Suffren off Wadras, the first
of their four meetings during that
year. Suffren was escorting a con-
voy, and when the vwo forces first
came into contact, Hughes was
betweerr the' French admiral and
his charge, capturing 'six ships. In
the subsequent engagement oY
cnemy fire was concentrated on
“Exeter™ until a change of wind
after two hours allowed the Eng-
lish van ships to share in the fight.
The result of the engagement was
inconclusive, Hughes retiring to
Trincomalee to refit, Suffren,
anxious about his convoy, folkow-

AND “EVERTSEN"
By Joha Clark

ing it to Pondicherry.

On the 14th. of Pcbmary 1797,
however, British arms at sea had
2 victory which was anythinF but
inconclusive, It was that o
Vincent; the occasion when the
Spanish Pleet, making for Cadiz,
was blown south of its destination
by bad weather, and was sighted
by Nelson in the “Minerve™, who
carried the news to Sir John Jervis
off Cape St. Vincent.

Do you remember the astory?
How Calder, the Captain of the

Fleet, presented report 1o
Jervis. *."There are eight saii of
the line, Sir John', and Sir John

was very well satisfied. Presently
he came back. *There are twenty
sail of the line, Sir John' "Very
well, sir.' . ‘There are twenty-
five sail of the tine, Sir John"
—Wery well, sir.’ .. “There are
twenty-scven sl of the line, Sir
John.' “Enocugh of thar, sir.
dic is cast, and were :hefc hfty

il 1 would go through them.
W'hcreupon Captain  Hallowell,
his Flag Caprain, forgos all abowt
discipiine, and, slapping him on
the back, cried: “That's righe, Sir
John, and by God! we'll give them
2 damn good licking.” ™

Which they dpd Iargcly owing
to the action of Nelson in
“Captain™ throwing his ship in
front of nine Spaniards who were
trying to escape when an apport-
unity arose for the Spanish line to
brtal‘ away. At the end of the day
the “San Nicholas™, the “San
Josel”", the “San Ysidro™ and the
“Salvador del Mundo” were in
British hands, while many of the
surviving Spanish ships were badly
crippled. As a result of the action,
Sir John Jervis was made Earl 5t.
Vincent with a pension of 43,000
a year, and Nelson, promoted to
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Rear-Admiral, was knighted.

Tt was in February 1806, on the
6th. of the month, that Vice-Ad-
miral Sir Thomas Duckworth, in
command of eight sail of the line,
met up with a Prench fleet of nine
vessels off San Domingo, in the
West Indies. The French put up
a gallant fight, but with the ex-
ception of three frigates which
escaped, they were all driven
ashore or forced to strike.

It was on the l1st. FPebruary,
1873, that the Royal Nawval Col-
lege, Greenwich, was opened in
1873. Forty years later, on the
i 3th. Pecbruary, 1913, “The Cadets
of the Pirst, or 1913 Entry”, ar
rived at the Royal Australian Na-
val Coilegc at Osborne House,
Geelong, “Uniforms™, Mr. F. B
Eldridge tells us in his “History of
the Royal Australian Naval Col-
lege™, “had not yet been received
and o they were obliged for the
time to remain in all the naked-
ness of muft, though when some
lanyards were uncarthed, these
added, we are told, ‘some lictle
touch of uniformity to otherwise
heterogeneous  incongruity.” ™ It
was again in Fe —on  the
10th. of the month in 1915—that
the first of the Cadets arrived at
Jervis Bay when the College open-
ed on that site.__.. “they came at
night,” Mr. Eldridge says, "and 2
pouring wet one at that _at 10.30
pm., in driving rain, the Third
Entry of Cadet-Midshipmen arriv-
ed in the usual variety of rigs,
cold and wet, and quite ready to
do justice to the hot cocoa and
C;:I:n mezt which was waiting for
them.

Ar this ume, February 1915,
while the Cader Midshipman of
the R.AN. College were settling
in to their new home, the then
Flagship of the Australian Fleer,
the battie-cruiser * Austrakia™, join-
ed the Grand Fleet in the North
Sea, being attached, on the 17th.
of the month, to the Second Bat-
tic-cruiser Squadron as Flagship,
Admiral Pakenham hoisting  his
Flag in the Australian ship the
following month.

February 1940 maw the depar-
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ure from Auseralis of de Fit
Conwoy of Australian and New
Zealand troops to take part m the
war of 1939.45; they proceeded

1o the Middle Eam, ships of the
R.A.N. forming part of the escort.

Bebruary of the following year
saw the Australian destroyers in
the Mediterranean busy in the
Inshore Squadron during the Brit-
ish drive to Benghazi, where the
formal surrender of the town was
taken on the 7th. of the month.

Twelve months later the war was
on in the Par Easm, and the R.A.
N. had fts first casualty in New
Guinza when a rating was injured
by flyilg stonc fragments duning
an enemy air attack on Port Mo-
resby on the night of the Ind-3rd.
February. Two days later, “Yar-
ra", up at Singapore, rescued sur-
vivors from the bombed and
blazing “Emprcss of Asia™, victim
of Japanese dive bombing. "On the
Tth. of the month, ships of the
R.AN. came under United States
command when Admiral Herbert
Leary, US.N., 100k over the naval
command of the Anzac Area; and
five days later Anzac Force, then
congisting of HM.AS, ~Ausoa-
lia", HM.N.Z. Ships “Leander”
and “Achilles”, and U.8. Ships
"Chicago”, "Periins”, and “Lam-
son, was formed ar Suva, under
Rear-Admiral J. G, Crace.

On the 14th. February, 1942,
Vicc-Admiral Helfrich, R.N.N,,
was appointed C.in.C. Allied Na-
val Porces in the ABD.A. Arca.
That same day, “Ballarat™, onc of
the Ausralian corvertes operating
in the Singapore area, carried out
a rescue openuon Iastmg nearly
five hours when they picked up
215 survivors from a British mer-

~¢hant ship torpedoed &0 miles

northwest of Batavia. Singapoce
surrendered the next day—15th.
February. On the 18th. the Japan.
ese occupied  Finschhafen, New
Guinea; and on that day and up

til) the 20th., the Allies evacuated
Ocathaven, Sumatra; HM.A.
Ships "Bumie” “Ballarat™
taking

mdwopunmn‘On
the lgtmf the month occurred
the fiet Japanese air raid aon

“Peary™ was sunk, together with
US. and other Merchane ships,
the Austrzlian “Zealandia™ bemng
among them. Considerable damage
was done to installations ashore—
including the airfiekd—and there
were many casualcies. On 20th.
February, the Japanese cxtended
their infiltration, and cccupied
Koepang and Dilii in Timor.

We have erlier spoken of the
Three Days Pight besween the
British and Dutch in the English
Charinel in February 1653, In this
February 1942, nearly 300 years
later, occurred ancther three dayn -
fight in which British, Dutch-—
and Australian and United States
—ships took part, but thrs time the
Dutch and the British were Allies;
the common enemy was the Jap-
anese, and the scene of the en-
counters was the Java Sea,
Although a Tromp was absent, two
of the Dutch commanders of the
Channel batthe were represented
in the ships bearing their names
—"De Ruytcr . the Allied flag-
ships wearing the Flag of Rear-
Admr"ra]}.c D‘:orman. and “Evere-
sen ustralian ships among
Lhme prtsent were “Perth™ and

The flghr went against the Al
lies, the enemy forces, both mur-
face and air. being omw‘l'wlmm(

“De Ruyter” was fost, and ber
sister cruiser “Java™: the DBritish
“Exeter” and destroyers * Jupites™,
“Electra™ and “Encounter™: lhe
U.5.5. “Houston™ and "Pope™; the
Dutch  destroyers  “Kortenaer™,
“Witte de With™ and *Evertaen™;
and the Australian “Perth™,

By Pebruary of the following
yvear the Allies were getting inta
position to hit hack with interest,
and on- the 9th, of the month the
Japancse on Guadalcanal were
completely defeated.

On the 15th, Pebruary twelwe
months later, with the Padfic

ign progressing wwer f;
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MARITIME COLLEGE.

An officer well-known to many
Australians from the time when,
during the eary dazys of the
Pacihic War, he was the first
Commander of the South West
Pacific  Porces — MacArthur's
Navy—with his headquarters at
Navy Office, Melbourne, is now
Director of the New York State
maritime College, wn the United
States. He is Vice Admiral
Herbere F. Leary, U5, Navy (re-
tired) and in his present position
he is responsble for the trzining
and nautical education of 500
students preparing for service in
the United States merchant ma-
rice.

FOUR YEAR COURSE.

The college, which 15 situated
at Port Schuyler, and which cele
brated its 79th. anniversary last
year, provides 3 cuwrriculum de
signed primarily o train cadets
for service in the merchant ma
rine, and to this end the four

spgadaar L

years’ course combines academic
traiang  with prctical seaman:
ship.  First year students take
basic college courses—English,
History, Mathematics, and Phy-
sics, as well as Naval Seamanship,
Engineering, and  Architecture,
After their first year they may
choose to specizlise in Marine
Engineering—in which case they
study  Power-Plant  Chemistry,
Engineering Physics, Fluid Mech-
anics, Machine Design, 2nd Diesel
Engines; or they may take Deck
Courses — Naval  Architecture,
Metearolagy, MNavigation, Ocean
Transportation, Admiralty Law
and Economics. A graduate of
the College—which is operated
by the sponsorship of the US.
Coast Guard, the Navy, the Mani-
time Commssgion, znd the Uni-
versity of the Stzte of New York
—receives a baccalaurcate degree,
a commission as an easign in the
U8, Naval Reserve and in the
Merchant Service, and a licence
ag an Officer of the U.S. Merch-
ant Marine.

HEDON wed MF'W FOFED

JAPANESE MERCHANT
SHIPS.

According to a report in the
“New York Times” ¥9 Japan-
ese cargo vessels, each of 10,000
tons, are 0 be re-modclled with
the help of United States aid
funds. Seventy per cent. of the
cost will be covered by United
States aid counterpait  funds,
and shipowners will pay the other
30 per cent. of the cost, which is
expected to reach a2 total of 6,
400,000,000 yen, about £6 million
Austrabian,

WORLD'S SHIPPING.

A report issued by the Na-
tional FPederation of American
Shipping shows that, vpon com-
pletion of wvessels of 1,000 tons
and over now under construction
or on order, the ocean-going
merchant feet of the worid will
wotal over 89,000,000 deadweight,
tons, or nearly 13 per cent. more
than in 1939, In July, 1949,
there  were 10,700,000 dead-
weight tona of ocean-going ships

1'loluqJ

building or on order in the
world’s shipyards, less than 1,
200,000 tons of which was in
United States  yards. Abouwt
4,700,000 deadweight tons of
new construction is designated for
registry in countrics other than
where buile,

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT
AIDS SHIPPING.

Under a law enacted in March
of last year to promote Italizn
shipping, the Italian Government
makes liberal contributions to
shipowners. Under this law, the
Italian Government will make
direct contributions and direct
subsidies for materials and amor-
tization not in excess of 3} per
cent. of the cost of the vessel,
plus a guarantee by the Govern-
ment cquzl to 40 per cent. of the
cost of the vessel. The otal be-
ing 73 per cent., the ship owner
is required o provide directly
only 27 per cent. of the cost of
the wessels. Purthermore, the
Italian Government pays for all
nationzl defence features embod-
ied in veasels buile, exempts such
on newly built vessels from in-
come taxes for the fArst three
years, exempts materizls from im-
port duty and license faxes, ex-
cmpis construction contracts and
contragts for related machinery
from the generzl excise tax, ex-
empts the vessels from 2 requisi-
tion or compulsory charter for
five years, and makes 3z sliding
scile contribution based on ton:
nage and horscpower for im-
provements and installation of
new machinery,

SUPERLINER FOR
ATLANTIC TRADE.
Addressing the Alumni Asso-
ciztion of the Newport News,
Virginiza  (U.5.A)  Apprentice
School recently, Rear Admirl
Pzul B. Lee, U.S.N., retired, the
president of Gibbs and Cox,
naval architects, said that the
superliner designed by his firm
and now under construction for
the United States Lines at the
yards of the Newpont News
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Com-
pany, might well be “the spark
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urgently needed to rekindle the
interest of the United States in
its Merchant Marine.” Admiral
Lee said that the roots of this
liner went back to 1916, when the
hirst design for a ship of this
type was completed by the Gibbs
Brothers, William Francis, and
Frederic H. Tt was to have been
1,000 feet long, 106 feet beam,
with 2 displacemeat tonnage of
57.000. Now, after two wars
and two depressions, the super
liner is under way. Designed by
Willizm  Francis Gibhs, she is
expected to enter the North At
lla‘;'nst;c service by the spring of

U.S. MERCHANT FLEET.

Figures recently publishcd by
the Joint Committee for the
American Merchant Marine state
that the sea-going labour force
has fallen from z wartime high
of between 200,000 and 250,000,
to 64,000 officers and men, The
working complement is composed
of 13,440 officers, and 50,560
seamen, and these men come from
every one of the 48 American
States, and from Alaska, Hawaii,
and Puerte Rico. The active
fleet at November last, taking
into account ocean-going vessels
of 1,000 tons or more, totalled
1,235 wvessels of 2 total of 13-
300,000 deadweight tons. An es-
timated 143,000 steamship eom-
pany employees, stevedores, long-
shoremen and other shore-side
workers are regulariy employed in
keeping the fleet active,

WORLD’S YARDS BUILD
TANKERS.

The world's shipyards are
stressing tanker construction, and
on completion of current build-
ing programmes the world tanker
fect iz expected to reach 29.000.-
000 deadweiﬁht tons, or 7! per
cent, above the 1940 figure. Pas-
senger, carge, and combinaztion
passenger-carge vemels are ex-
pecied 1o total about 60300000
deadweight tons when the pres
ent world construction  pro-
grammes are completed, or about
1.1 per ceat. below the Agure of
a decade ago.

ITALIAN SHIPBUILDING, ‘1
There are now being built in
[aly, or on order for [talian
yards, 26 ocean-going vessels ag-
gregating about 200000 gross
tons,  Recently Italy requested
the Economic Cooperztion Ad-
winistration  for  permission  to

use the equivalent of about
60,000,000 dellars of EC.A
counterpart  funds in  building

ships in [aly, the intention being
to use this amouwnt in part to
build nine combination passenger-
cargo vessels of 22,000 tons each.

U.S. SHIPBUILDING,

There are at present 48 new
vessels under construction or ¢n
order in United States shipyards.
This aumber ¢omprises 38 tank-
ers, six passenger vessels, two
dredges. a bultk freighter for the
Great Lakes, and 2z prototype
vessel on order for Government
study. Working on these ships
and on repair work, is 3 shipyard
force of 60.000 skilled and semi-
skilled yard men, a force catimat-
ed at only &0 per cent of
shipyard employment level con-
sidered safe if the country is to
maintzin 2 nucleus force ready
for 3 national emergency.

ANNIVERSARIES OF THE MONTH
Continwsd from pagn N

the Allies tanded oa Green [sand:
and on that extra day allowed by
Leap Year—29th. February 1944,
—toock place the U.S. landing in
the Admiralty Islands, "Shrop-
shire” and “Warramunga” being
in the covering force,

Another twelve montha paas,
and on February 3rd. 1945, US.
Porees entered Manila: from  the
4th. to the I2th the Britiah Pa-
cific Fleet assaulted the Ryukyu
Islands; on the 16th, “Shropshire™,
“Aruntz”  and  “Warramunga”
were among the supporting foree
for the U.5. landing on Corregi-
dor; two days later the Americang
tanded ip Twojima; and the month
ended—the last February of the
war—with HM.AS, "Swan™ car-
rying out bombardments in the
Wewak-Aitape area.

-




News of the World's Navies

US. FLEET.

The transfer of the United
States cruisers U.S.5. “"Rochester™
and “Juncav” from the Atlantic
to the Pacific just before the New
Year, is described by the “New
York Times” as “the Arst halt
in 3 sieady wrend that has gradu-
ally seen a wajpor part of the ac-
tive combat fleet drawn into the
Atlantic from the Pacific.™ In
December last, the U.S. Navy had
about 8% major combar ships in
the Paciic as against  almost
doublc that number in the Al
tic and Meditcrrancan. Three
years ago the number of ships
was equally divided betwween the
two oceans.

THE LOTT NAVAL
TRUST FUND.

In 1906, Mr. Herbert Lott, a
member of the London Stock Ex-
change, made 2 will in which he
bequcathed a larpe proportion of
his money for the improvement
of eficiency in gunnery in the
Royal Navy. [n 1928 he decid-
ed that he would start the work
in his lifetime and that its scope
should he cnlarged. He made an
initial payment of £25,000. He
died on July 10th,, 1947, and af-
ter certain bequests had  bheen
made, the Lott Naval Trust Fund
bemefited by the residue of
£133,000. )

R.A.N. BENEFITS.

A portion of the income from
the Lott Naval Trust Fund is di-
vided proportionately between
sea-going Heets and commands
and Royal Murine depots, and
from these funds Commanders-
in:Chief make awands to units on
the strength of ther cfficiency in
fighting practices. The Captain
of the ship or unit has power to

money received for the
bendit of the ship’a company or
paﬂ of it as he thinks 6. The
of armament practice,

ot

rifle practice, ardd ex tions of
certain cngineering, gunnery, and
torpedo  reports, arc examples of
the basis upon which Command-
crs»in-ChicfPozmss the cHhcicncy
of vnits. Under this heading the
following amounts were zwarded
far distribution in  1949—Home
Flect—£300); Mediterrancan Fleet

€3 Far East Flect—£204);
East Indies - £R0; South Atlantic

£0; America and West In-
dics- - {402 Flag Ofhcer, Submar-
incs —£40;  Fishery  Protection
Flotilla—£20;  Elag Odheer, Air
{Homc)—1£80. Royal Marincs,
Shore - LBy Joint Anti-Submar-
inc School—£3; Royal Austra-
lian Navy—I60; Royal Canadian
Navy- —£60; Royal New Zealand
Navy—£20; Royal Indian MNavy

- £30; Royal Pakistan Navy—
£020: South  Afrcan  Naval
Forces—£20,

NOT CRICKET,
“When  the  cruiser UGS
“Columbus”—fying 2 “home-

ward bound™ pennant 827 feet in
length—steamed up New York
Harbour recently after 14 months
in Europcan waters as 2 floating
cmbasty for the U.5. State De-
partment, hezr people had many
tales o el o
and diplomatic problems, which
included trzcing, and learning,
the National Anthem of Monaco:
playing baskethall against 2 Turk-
ish team at lstanbul; and organ-
ising Thanksgiving Day parties
for English orphans. Buat one
thing they refuddd w0 do, even
for good will, was to play cricket
with the British,

BUT GOODWILL EXISTED.

The foregoing, however, must
not be taken as an indication
that goodwill towards the British
did not exiw. During her 14

months’  commission, ?prom
mately onc-twenticth o
in  the cruiset's

their difficalties .

1)
vOyage in Convoy. There were
fifty mazrriages in which members
of her crew figured as bride-
grooms. “Mast of the brides,”
says "The New York Times,”
“were English, with a smaticring
of French, Tialian, and Danish
maidens.” “Apart from thar,”
sl the cruiser's Commanding
Qfficer, Captain Ephraim R, Me-
Lean, Jnr., U.SN. “we had, of
course, a little blonde trouble on
the beach, but nothing serious.”

TBESTS IN MINIATURE.

Scicntists a1 the United States
Navy Elcetranics Laboratory at
San Diego. Califomia, ar: con-
ducting tests on shiphward an-
tennae selccuvnty to enable them
1o design shiphoard antennae cap-
able of s:n:lp ing out substantially
the same zmount of energy in all
dizections. Rathcr than employ
a fully-manned scagoing ship for
the tests, a miniature brass model
of a destroyer is being vsed, as
shown in the accompanying
photograph.  Sct on a turntable,
the modbcl rotates over an “ocean”
of hardware cloth which has ap-
proximately the same conductiv-
ity as the sea.  Special sations,
such a1 that seen in the fore
ground in the picture, are set up
around the rim of the “ocean”
to receive and measure the inten-
sity of signals radiated from the
model

[ photo an et pags.

R.AN SHORTER
ENLISTMENT PERIOD.

As from the beginning of this
yeaf, ratings who join the al
Australian Navy may engage for
an initial pericd of six years, in-
stead of 12 years as formerly.
When announcing the new sys-
tem recently, the Australian Com-
monwealith Naval Board said that
intending receuits could will, if
they ed, clect te serve initi-

- |

ent signed on for a life’s I

ally for 12 years; and if they
chose to engage, in the Grst place,
for six years only they could, at
the end ‘of that period, re-engage
for a further mx years. Subse-
quent to a total ofy12 years' ser-
vice, they could re-engage for rwo
further corsecutive pericds of
five years each, making 2 period
of 22 years; at the conclusion of
this, if physically £it, they could
continue to re-engage for two-
year. periods until reaching the
age of 50 years. Recruits could
enter the Royal Auvstralian Navy
at the age of 174 weam, bu: af
they did »0 the period of their
first engagement would date only
from their 18th. birthday. At
the end of 20 yrars of service
after the age of 20 yeary they
would, on discharge, become elig-
ible for pension under the De-
chxc Forces Retirement Benefita

LONDON DIVISION
RN.V.R.

The headquarters ships of the
London Diviion of rhe Royal
Naval Volunteer Reserve are
familiar ziver-marks to London-
ers along the Victoria Embank-
wment.  Until  recently H.M.S.
“President” has had the fheld to
herself, her companion of the
past 10 years, H.M.5. “Chrysan-
themum,”™ having been away for
some months undergoing refit at
Chatham, Towards the end of
last year, however, “Chrysan-
themum” returned to her Em-
bankment moorings, and the
ahipa are together again. During
the war, they were used for
training over 40,000 penonnel
for Defensively Equipped Merch-
ant Ships, including 17,000 off-
cers and men of the Merchant
Service. These men helped to
maintain guns and other defen-
sive equipment in merchant ships,
and 1711 were reporicd missing
and killed during the war,

“AMETHYST’S” ENSIGN
NOW IN CHURCH.

Lieut.LCommander |. S. Kearna,
DS.O., RN, of the frigate
“Amethyst”, which made’ the
epic voyage down the Yangtse

Peluary, 1905,

under fire from Chinese Com-
munist armies, recently handed
over the ship's shell-torn enwign
for laying-up at a semvice in St
Nicholas® Church, Royal Nawval
Basracks, Devonpert, England.

ANTI-SUBMARINE
FRIGATE.

The Admimzlty has been carry-
ing out considerable work on the
designa of a type of frigate ade-
quate for the pesformance of
anti-eubmarine operations under
present condidions, and the design
of such an improved type has
heen completed, and it iv hoped
to lay dewn the Arst of iw class
in the present Anancial vear.

COPIES OF ‘DIT™
WANTED.

“The Navy™ hua been ndvised
through  the Ausralitn War
Memorial, that thr Imperial
War Museum, Londen, i snx-
wous to gecure if pomoble 1 com-
hlet: act of the Reyl Auscralian

xvys Irlmuu magstoe “DIT™,
l‘or inchudon in d:c:ir net of Ser

Slnuid ny reader of “The
Navy” bave a complete st—or
odd pumben, from which pos-
ﬂ a complete set could event-
y be made up—ef “DIT
which he would be willing o
donate to the Imperia} War
Museum, and would communic
cate with the Editor, hia action
would be greatly apprecisted,

Ed., “THE NAVY ™

Tods ia misistors [So0 Porn.}




NAUTICAL

QUESTION BOX

CONDUCTED IY
Captels L C. C, Dasa, A.LLN.A., Leades

Ruadurs are invited o vend in wny gquaries on nauticel mathurs, and we shell
onduuw te amcwer tham in Hwie columnan,

5. T. B. (Mentone, Vic.) states
that recently H. M. the King
vidited an Amencan warship and
it was stated that this was the
firat Gme the British Royal
Standard had been fown aboard
an American maval vessel. He
believes this to be incorrect.

1t is believed that the frst
time this occurred was when Hia
Majesty King George V. visited
the flagship "New York™ of the
then newly arrived American
battle squadron, about Christmas,
1917.  Accompanied by HR.H.
the Prince of Wales, the King
was zeceived by the American
Commander, Admiral Rodman,
and as His Majesty atepped on
to the quarter deck, the Royal
Standard fluttered to lhc mast-
head of the “New York,”™ The
five battleships, later joined by
another, formed the Sixth
Battle Squadron- of the British
Grand Pleet under the command
of Admini Sir David Beatty un-
til after the Armistice.

A. 5. M. (Port Adclaide) asks
for details of the loss of the mil-
ing ahip "Cape Verde."

“Cape Verde” was an iron
ship of 1,711 tons, built in 1874
by T. Wingate and Co, Glas-
gow, and owned by A. Lyle and

Co., Greenock. On 23rd. June,
1889, she was lying at anchor in
Hoheon's Bay, late in the

evening, the ship “lolanthe,” of
1,953 tona. was coming up Port
Phillip Bay to anchor. Confused
by the number of riding Ii:i:m
visible, the pilot headed “Tolan-
the” to pass between two of
them. Unfortunately, he did not
realisc until too late that they
were at the bow and stern of
the Cape Verde. In the collision

that followed the ©"Cape Verde™
sank and, despite many efforta at
refloating, she was finally blown
up and the pieces removed from
the sea bed

C. J. (Maryborough, Q. aske
what the fastest or most mer-
torious passage for a miling ship
was, between Britain and Aus-
tralia.

I would conaider the passage
of the ship “Maulesden,” 1,508
tons. She waa built in 1875 by
Alexander Stephen & Co., Dun-
dee, for the Bruce Dundee Clip-

per Line, her dimensiona being
14!! feet long by 343 feet
beam* by 3.5 feet deep. She
had never been considered 2
very fast ship, certainly not a
clipper, when she left Greenock,
Scodand, on 3rd. March, 1883,
carrying ¥00 migrants and under
the command of Captain Millaz.
She arrived at Maryborough,
Queenaland, on Tith. May, only
69 days out. Some details of this
remarkable pasage will be of in-
terest.  She crossed the Equator
eighteen days out and the meri-
dian of Greenwich 17 days out,
passed South Tasmania some Gf-
teen miles off, sixty one days out,
was off Sydney Heads sixty seven
days out, and signalled Brisbane
siaty nine days out. Total distance
saited was 14,143 naudcal miles,
an average of 210 miles per day,
or over nine miles per hour. On
seven days she covered over 300
miles per day, her best day's run
being 335 milea.  The.. beat
weeka’ runs were 1798, 1908 and
1929 miles. FPor the thirty days
3rd. Aprii to 3rd, May—the day
she pamsed Tasmania—she sailed
7,983 miles, an average of 155

mies per.day or 11 miles per
bour.

Al 2 comparison, the great
“Thermopylae,” as a new ship,
in 1868, cromsed the Equator 21
days out, the meridian of Green-
wich 36 days out, passed Cape
Otuway 61 days out and arrived
Melbourne, 63 days out. Tonl
distance saded was §4,222 miles,
an average of 103 milea per day
or 84 miles per hour. Her best
day’s run on this passage was 326
miles, best weeks' runa  were
1001, 2007 and 1877 miles, and
on nine daya she covered more
than 300 miles. (Note, miles in
each case means nautical miles.)

“Maulcaden™ waa later sold to
the Norwegians and renamed
“Ortrud,” then to the Talians and
renamed “Nostrm  Signora  della
Guarda.” She was sunk by a
German submarine on 30th Aug-
st §916,

1. & H. (Montrose) asks for
deaits of HM.S. “Victory.™

The "WVictory™ waa built in
Chatham Dockyard o the design
of Sir Thomas Slade, surveyor
of the Navy, and was launched on
Sunday, 7th. May, 1765. Her
dimensions were:—length  from
figure-head to taffrail 226 feet 6
inches, length of keel 151 feet 3
inches, length of gun deck 186
feet, extreme beam 51 feet, deﬁ:l:
of hold 11 feet & inches,
tonnage 2161 eons. She was not
commissioned until 1778, when
the flag of Admiral Hon. Sir
Augustus ch}:l was hoisted, her
first captain being Sir J. Lindsey.
She mounted the following guns:
—on the lower deck, thirty 42-
pounders; middle dcck twenty-
eight 24-pounders; upper deck.
thirty 12-pounders; quarter deck,
ten &-pounders; forecastle tweo
edpoundcu. When commission-

by Admiral Keppel, 32-pound-
ers were subatituted for the 42-
pounders,

Wl; T. O'S. (Strathfield). The
ite Star liner “Atlantic™ lefe
England on 28th. March, 1873,
for New York under the com:

mand of Captain Williams, with
a total of 931 persons on board,

i

"Shic hadd” bad weenthier wll the wiy
across the Atl:nhc. mm
intenaity towards the American
coast, Her Captain decided to
make for Halifax, Nova Scotia,
instead of New York. Early one
morning, in pitch darkness, the
lookout sighted a bine of breakera
dead ahead, and reported to the
officer of the watch, but before
anything could be done, the ship
struck. The heavy seas amashed
the port lifeboaw, while the heel-
ing of the ship brought the star-
board boats within the reach of
the breakers, most of them being
smashed, Hundreds of the steer
age passengers were drowned at
once, the water pouring through
the rents in the ship's side.

A high pinnacle of rock, 190
feet away, offered a chance of

kife, and five s were carried
across by Mr. Brady, the third
officer, and two seamen, who

suvam through the intervening
nging scas. They further carnied
mopes to the mainland some three
hundred feet from the rock, by
swimming. Seme two hundred
people reached the rock, some
continuing on to the mainland,
but the intense cold broke their
grip on the ropes and numbers
were forced to drop into the ses,
At daybreak, 2 small boat put off
from the land, which was
Meagher's Island, near Halifax,
and Brady chimbed into it Go-
ing ashore, he found three large
boats which he manned with
shore folk, and dozena of surviv-
ors were picked up, Brady work-
ing as hard a4 anyone.

Captain Williams was superin-
tending the transfer of pamseng-
ery and crew acroea to the rock,
thence into the boats, His hande
and feet became frost bitten, but
not until almost every living sou)
had gone, did he allow himself
to be taken from the wreck
Some 481 lives were lost that
night, of whom 187 were women
and children, At the Board of
Trade ingquiry Captain Williams
waa severely reprimanded, and
on}v for his gallanery would have

lost his certifeate permanently.

Fobruary, 1950,
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A. D. T. (Dandenong).
“Indian Prince™ was 2 steamer of
2846 tona owned by James
Knott's Prince Line On 4th
Scptember, 1914, she way ap-
tured by the German merchant
crviser  "Kronprine  Wilhelm,™
210 miles from Pernambuco. She
waa that vessel's first prize and,
being brought alongside, her coal
:nd stores w&r}e mt‘nl:ffr-eg to the

Kronprin:, elm. asseny-
ers and crew followed, as well as
a coniderable amount. of cord-
age, apare machinery and furni-
ture. On Sth, September, her
sea valves were opened. She took
20 long to sink, however, that ex-
plosive charges had to be faed
to her sides before she would take
her final plunge.

R R. . (Portnd). — “Taver
lochy™ was a steel ue of 1471
tons, built in 1895 Roussell
and Co., of Port Glugow, for
George Milne's Inver Line. On
i0th, September, 1902, the “In-
verkochy™ left Liverpool for Mel-
bourne with general cargo, and
under the command of Captain
E. R. Kendrick. On 18th. D:-
cember, 1902, she stranded
Ingoldsby Reef in Demon's Bay.
about 20 miles Sowthwest of
Port Phillip Hea#s. The wreck
waa sold by auction and under-
writers continued the work of ml-
vage of the cargo until Seh. Peb-
ruary, 190}, when the wreck
broke up.

J. W. G. (Port Germein). The
“Asturiaa™ was a steel twin screw
steamer of 12,007 tons, buik by
Hardand and Wolf at Belfast in
1908 for the Royal Mail Steam
Packer Co. of London. At mid-
night on 20kh. March, 1917,
while in use a5 a hosprta] sh:p.
fully lit up and showing illumin-
ated red croesca and lights
along her fife rails, she _was tor
by a German submarine.

er crew macaged to beach her
in a lnhng condition, and she

"

v aftereards

paired. Forty one of the

staff and of her crew lodt

lives, After the War, she was
renamed “Azcadian® and used 2a
an ocran yacht untl 1932, when
she was sold to the shipbreakers. -

A Y, (Cladd:one) The “Fiery
Star originally named
*Comet,’ and was 2 wooden dip-
per ahlp built in 1841 for the
Black Ball line. Whilat on a voy-
age from Brishane to London, -
she took fire on 0th, Aprl, 186%,

south cast of New Zealand. Pas-
sengers  and  crew, | numbering
78, left the bumning ship in four
boats. The chief o , four sea-
men and thirteen a tices de-
cided to stand by the ship and

fight the fire, For 11 days they

battled grimly with the hnu
but eventually had to admit de-
feat when they were aighted by
the “Dauntless,” which rescued
them, The boats and the 78
Eeople in them were never again
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‘ THE RAN. SIOK RERTH STAFF

In This Article Mr. ].-D. Hoysted Follows Up An
Earlier Article In The September, 1949, Igue Of
“The Navy,” And Tells Of The Sick Berth Branch

Of Our Own Navy.

HE R.AN. first came into be-
ing in 192, being formed
from the State Navies.  Later,
during the 1914 1908 War. the
AN gave a pood accourd of
wseli, when HM.AS, “Ausira-
lix™ and HM.AS. “Sydney™ did
cutstanding work. From then on
this Mavy did nat look back. it
has grown from a small force of
19 ships and less than 4000 men
to an cfficient navy of ar least
80 ships and a large complement
of mcn,

Though, during the 14141418
War, the size of the Medical
branch was in keeping with the
rest of the Scrvice, the growth
has kcpt pace with the Servige
as & whole, When fArst jnstitut-
vd, the Sick Berth Safl were
clled from the State Navics and
the Royal Navy and learned their
uround-work at the Williamstown
Training Depot, aficrwards be-
ing sent to the Royal Naval Hos
mial at Portsmouth. Each mem-
ber completed his trainmg there
and returned to Australiz, to be
duly statiencd ¢ither on board an
R.A.N. ship or at onc of the Sick
Quarters ashore.  These included
Garden Island, ar Sick Quarters,
Williamstown Naval Depor, Vie
tonia. As from 1920, training was
completed in  the. Repurnation
Hospital, Caulficld, Victoria.

in 1921 Williamstown Naval
Depot was closed, and in the
same year Flinders Naval Depot
was commissianed, but with only
a small Sick Quarters, consisting
of three wards, dcnal surgery
and officrs, the latter two being
in the main block. Later, an op-
¢rating theatre and surgical ward
were built, alse a new dental
surgery was added.

Fabruary, 1960,

By ]. D. Hoysted

In 19381939 apother large
ward was built. Then again, in
1941, three more wards woere 2dd-
ed. Henceforth it became known
as Flinders Naval Hosptal,  In
19421943 a further three wards
were added: 2 modern densal
surgery  was erected  containing
fve surgerics, a lahoratory, wait-
ing roem and an office; and an
X-Ray depariment was designed
amd supplied eomplete with  mo-

n o ogripment  consisting of
several X-Ruay vpits, © Apzin. in
1944-1945, wo  other  wards
were  indded, Since then  a
Physiotherapy  department  has
been set wp with all modern ap-
paratus and a highly trained Phy.
siotherapsst  in  charge.  Thesc
and ather improvements hrought
Flinders Naval Hospital op w
200 bed capacity, with the fol-
lowing departments, X-Ray, Lab-
oratory,  Outpatients,  Physior
therapy, Dental Surpery, Operat-
ing Theatre and Dispensary, with
a large Medical Store to supply
the necds of all departments of
the hospital, with up-to-date ap-
paratus. The hospital is capable
of expansion to 350 heds.

The hospital still bears the
mame-plate "Childers,™ called zi-
ter a First World War Hospital

shig. Here is where the RAN.*

Sick Berth St2ff have received
their training since 1921, as have
the RAINZN. Sick Berth Staff
untii 1943, since when their train-
ing has been carried out at their
own establishments.

At Sydney, in 1943, Balmorzl
Nzval Depot was buili, contain-
ing a Sick Quarters with four
wirds, an X-Ray department,
Laboratory, Dispensary and Dent-
al Surgery. At the present time

]
this is being re-designed,  and
when completed will have 2 mod-
ern airconditioned  operating
theatre with modern equipment
as well as a new medical block.
This cnlarged hospital will then
be able w cope with surgical as
well 28 medical cascs.

Since 1920 gecat advances have
heen made in the training of the
Sick Berth St2f in higher tech-
nical branches  assnciated  with
their dutics, such as X-Ray, Lab
oratory, Operating  theatre work
and Physiotherapy. Only recent-
ly approval has been given te
cnlarge the scope of spedal traine
ing so that cach member of the

stafl will cventually be trained in,

o of the following new higher
yuglifications, or one of the fore-
peing, Advanced Nursing, Ment-
al Nursing, Onthopaics, Dictetics,
Qccupational Therapy, Awviation
Medicine. Aviation medicine, with
the arrival of HM. A S, “Sydncy™
and  the cstablishment of the
Royal Australian Naval Air S
tion at Nowra, N.5 W adds an-
other interesting  phase o the
medical branch.

The general training veceived
in Naval hospitals is broadened
by the courses of special study
arranged at barge public hospitals
such 23 the Royzl Mcelbourne
Hospital 2nd the Alfred Hospital,
Victoria. There trainecs derive
the heneht of the advice and in-
structions  from leaders of the
medical profession in numerous
branches of medical science. As
a preater variety and nwmber of
cases of various discases and in-
juries are treated in these larger
institutions, these zdded benehts
are of very great value to mem-
bers of the Sick Berth Staff, and
thus o the Service.

During the recent war, mem-
bers of the Sick Berth S1zff made
a good name for themselves and
bhave an excellent record, which
those who come after will be
proud to uphold. There were al-
together fve DS M's sad four
BEM.'s awarded to members of
the Branch, and a aumber of the
Sick Berth Staff were mentioned

Contimund on pags 4
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.....at Sea and Ashore '

WHAT THE NAVY IS DOING

THERE has been a number of developments in regard o the Royal
Australian Navy since these notes were written for the January
issue of “The Navy", including changes in appointment, promotions,
new entries into the Royal Awusiralizn Naval College, and a change
in the length of initiai entry into the Service for ratings.

Among the ‘mportant changes in appoiniment s thar brought
abour by the change of Gowernment, In the new Federal Cabinet,
the Honourable Josiah Prancis has succeeded Mr. Riordan 25 Minister
for the Navy, combining in his portfolio the duties of Minister for

the Army alsa

Within the Serwice itself, Captain H. J. Bucharan, D50,
R.AN., succeeds Commodore W, A. Dallmeyer, D3O, RN, a5
Commodore Superintendent of Training at Flinders Naval Depot.
Another change forthcoming later v the year is that on the Naval
Bozrd when Captain A, R. Pedder, R.N., at present Director of
Plans at the Admiralty, succeeds Commodore Guy Willoughby, R.N.,
as Fourth Nazval Member of the Naval Board and Commedore (Air)

On the tast day of last month 27 new Cadet-Midshipmen enitered
the Royal Australian Naval College, their maval careers stretching
before them, their paths marked by the long line of their predecessors
who have gained eminence in the Service. Changes have been made
at the other gateway of entry into the Royal Australiin Navy—
that 10 the lower deck.  As from the beginning of this year, recruits
making their initial entry may engage for six years instead of for 12

years as
of the first
five year an

herexofore, re-engaging for a further six years at the conclusion
riod f they so desire, and subsequently extending by
two year periods as previously obtained. The engage-

ment for an initial six year period is optional; recruits may. if they
so desire, engage straight out for rwelve years as in the past.

FLEET DISPOSITIONS

The Aircraft Carrier:

HM.AS. Sydney (Captain R
R. Duwiing, D50, RAN)
wearing the Flag of Rear-Admiral
J. A. 5. Eccles, C.B.E., Fizg Of-
ficer Commanding His Majesty’s
Australian Fleet, departed from
Sydney on the 1ith. of last month
on the commencement of the sum-
mer cruise, which will embrace
exercises with the New Zealand
Scuadron.  The Plagship's pro-
gramme js: departed Sydney bith,
January for Jervis Bay: departed

vis Bay 24th. January for

Westernport, Victoria, where she
remained until the 28th.; her pre-
sent and  subsequent movements
are: at present at Adelaide, where
she remains unul 6th. Pebruary;
Melbourne Bth. Pebruary; Hobart

from the 10th. to 19th. February,
when she departs for New Zealand
waters, where she remains until
the end of March, visiting Welling-
ton, Akaroa, Auckland, and the
Bay' of Islands, zetuming to Jervis
Bay oa 4th, April and Sydney on
6th. On her rerarn to Sydney,
the Flagship will be available for
leave and urgent defects untl the
3fst. May, and is capected to sail
for the United Kingdom about the
5th, June,
The Cruiser:

HM.AS  Ausnralia (Captain
G. C. Oldham, DS.C.. RAN)
is in Bydney until the 11th. of this

mnuig chater in the month she
st to join the Flag
New Znﬁ;d wategs, On her re-

turn to Australia on the 3th, April,

the Plag will be transferred to her
from HMAS. Sydney, and she
will carry out z training pro-
gramme in the Sydney-Melbourne
area. .

10th, Destroyer Flotilla:

HM.AS., Warramungs (Cap-
tan (D) 10, Caprain A W, R.
McNicoll, G.M., RAN.) depart-
ed from Sydney last month for
New Zealand, in company with
the submanine H.M.5. Telemackus,
t0 carry out cxercises with the
Auvstralian Pleet and New Zealand
Squadron.

HM.A.S Bajasn (Commander
W. B M Mrks, RAN) is in
company with the Flagship, with
whose programme hers is identical
until her veturn to Sydney on the
6th, Apnl. From Lieh. Aprl unri
the 26th, May, Bataan will be ar
availabnlity for leave and wurgent
defects, and will sail from Sydney
about the 7th. June for Japancse
waters, to relieve HM AS, Shoal-
hawen,

Lst. Frigate Floulla:

HM.AS. Shoalhaven (Com-
mander [, H. McDanald, R.A.N.)
o in Japanese waters, where she
relieved HM.A 8. Culgoa on duty
with the Allied Naval Porces at
Kure on the Lst. of this month,

H.M.A 5. Culgoa (Licutenant-
Commander V., % . RA,
N.). having been relieved in Jap-
aness waters by HM A.S. Skoal
hawen, is returning 10 Australia,
and i expeczed o reach Sydney
about the 13th. March. On her
arrival she wiff be placed at avail-
ability for beave and refic unnl
the Sth. May, and will then come
under the operational control of
the Flag Officer-in-Charge, New
South Wales, for training exercises
with the 1st. Prigate Flotilla and
H.M. Substarines.

HM.AS  Murchison  (Licu
tenant-Commander W, P, Cook,
RAN) i in Sydney, carryin

- out training under the operation

e Nove i

control _of the Flag Officer-in-
Charge, New South Wales, -
H.M. Sabmarines:

HM. Ships Telemachus (Lieu-
tenant O, Lascelles, D.S.C,, R.N,)
is exercising with the Fleet and
New Zealand Squadron, while
HM.3 Thorough is under the
operational control of the Flag
Offices-in-Charge, New South
Wales, for waining exercises.
10th. [.S.T. Flotilla:

H.M.A.5, Tarakan (Lieut.-Com-
mander H K. Dwvyer, RLA.NR))
is operating under the direction of
the Naval Board.

HM.AS5. Labuan (Lieut.-Com-
mander F. D. Shaw, RAN) b
operzting under the direction of
the Naval Board, and is at present
en route to Heard Islandd on one
of her annual voyages in connec-
tion with the Australian Anwarctic
Research Expedition, relieving the
Expedition's scientists on  that
island. She departed from Mel-
bourne last month. ’
Aumtralisn Mineswezpern:

These two vessels are based on
Fliaders Naval Depot, and com-
prise the Training Flotilla:

HM.AS Gladstone (Licut.
Commander R. A, H. Millar, R.
AN)

HM.AS, Latrobe (Lieutenant
R. J. Scrivenor, R.AN.)

Survey Ships:

HM.A, Shipt Warrege and
Barcoo are in Sydney.

HM.A5. Lachlan (Lieurenant.
Commander W. Sharpey-Schaef-
fer, R.N.) is carrying out survey-
ing duzies in New Zealand waters.

GENERAL.
New Year Promotioas.

The following promotions, to
date dist. December, 1949, were
announced by the Naval Board on
the 1st. January,

al Australign vayz
ander to Cazptain: F, N,
Cock, D.S.C.
Lieutenant-Commander to Com-

Fobrusy, 10,

=

Captain A. R, Peddar, NN,

mander: 1. H. McDonald; C. M.
Hudson.
Commander (E) ro Captain
(E): W. J. M. Armitage.
Surgeon Commander to Surgeon
Captain: H. W, Gault,
Commander (5) to Captain
(S): C. H. Blacklock.

Gaptals H. 4. buchaman, DEO, AN

Austrulian Neval Reserves

ieutcnant t© Liweutenant-Com- -

mandes: W. E. Thompson. -
Roynl Austratian Naval

L to Lieutenant-Com-
mander: ], D Sheltey; ]. B, Grif-
fin, D.5.C.; K. 8. Sutherdand; C.
W Wallach, DSC,; W. D.
Wright: A. ]. Boyes; C. McD.
Sullivan; C. P, Dickeson, D.5.C.;
H. C. ] Lockyer; G. § Mann,
DS.C.; H G. Thom; E. B, Hop-
kins; 5. 5. Nevile; G, T. P, Lenz;
C. A, Byeae, DS.C.; ] B, Camp-
bell; R. H. Grant; J. C, P. Boyle;
P.5.B. Appleton, D.SC: A R
Pearson; L. B. Brand.

Lieutenant (Sp.) to Lieutenant.
Commander (3p) RANV.R.:
L. R Wright; M. V. Joy: G. W.
Lilley; A. W. T, Sclomon; W.
Drysdale; P. H. Baile; R. A.
Bown

Engineer Licutenant w0 En- .
ginger Lieutenant-Commander, R
ANV.R.: T. G. Robbins.

New C dore Supert d
Of Trmiving.

Captain H. ]. Buchanan, D.5.
0., RAN., who has been ap-
pointed Commodore Superinten-
dent of Training a Flinders Naval
Depot vice Commodore W. A.
Dallmeyer, DS.O., R.N.,; rakes
up hia new appointment after com-
pleting a Sentor Officers” Course
at the Imperial Defence College,
in the United Kingdom,

Previous to his depariure from
Awustralia  in  December, 1944,
Captain Buchanan was Command-
ing Officer of HM_AS, " Austra-
lia”, having gone to that ship m -
1946 after twelve months a8 De-
puty Chicf of the Naval Seaff at

coanta



H.M.5. “Valentine™, one of five
ships operating in the River
Schelde supporting the French 7th.
Army; his ship bong sunk under
him by twe direct emb ha . during
a German air attack,  He was
subsequently @t Dunkirk, assisnog
in the cvaguation there, and on
the finat night of dhat opcranen
he was m charge of picr parties,
receiving a Montion i Dospatches
for s work on this accasion,

After Dunkirk, he was appoint-

i command  of HMS.
“WVanity”, and later returned o
Australia for duty n the Mans
Division at Navy Office. Appe -
ed Commanding Orficer of H.M.
AS "Noman”™, of the Hh. Dos
teoyer  Flotidla, w the  Eastern
Flect. he Was sOMy months Iul\‘r,
promoted Captawn (D) of the
PFlotilla, and assumed command of
HM.A8 “Napiet™. Early in
1945 the Platilla, under his com-
mand, played 2 feading part in
the landing on the Burma coast
and the occupation of Akyah. Cn
30th. August, 1945, Captain Bu-
chanan landed at Yokosuka Dock-
yard, Japan, ‘in command of the
British component of the Allied
Occupation Porces.

Caprain  Buchanan graduated
from the Royal Australian Naval
College in 1920, Tt must be a
matter of great satisfaction to him
—a feeting which is shared by his
friends—that 30 years later, as he
assumes the top position at Flinders
Naval Depot, hig eider son James
enters the Depot as 2 Cadet-Mid-

,shipman at the Royal Awustralian

L

Naval College, following in the
tradition 20 ably upheid by his
father before him.

The Year's Cadet Midshipenen.

Twenty-seven hoys—represent-
atives of all States in the Com-
monwealth, and of New Guinea
—sclected from more than 300
applicants, were chosen for entry
into the Royal Auatralian Naval
College last year, and entered on
their new life on the 31st. of las
month. The boys are:

New Guinea: Raymond Qak
Grimubaw, Port Moreshy.

Bueensland: Douglas Gladstone

Belbin, Maryborough; James Ar-
thur  William Dick, Stafford;
Duncan Sicele, Boonah; Matcoim
John Taylor, Monto.

New Sovth Wales: Murmy
Edward John Beneml:e, Marou-
bra Junction: John Murray Bowe
man, Waveeley; John Manning
Gaut, Lidcombe;  Joha K -ndall
Perrett, Broken Rifi: Walter Er-
nest Rothwell, Ryde: Waler Ni-
chotas Wl ims, Kipribilh,

Victona: Bl’y'.ln Nerman Ash-
ley-Cooper, Hawthoen: Jones Ells
Buch:nan, South Yarnia: Ormshy
Ruscoe Cooper. Kyva'les: Adnun
Ronild Cummins Hampien: James
Stewart Dickson, Kalorama: Peter
Frederick Egan, Portlnd:  John
Herbert Gunn, Hampion: Perer
Bellett Hankinson. Bright n: Daryl
Vivian Parkinson, Maryborough:
Ronald Izn Wakeman. Croydon;
Barry Arthur Willeox, West Co-
buzg.

South  Awnstrelia:  [an
Frances, *Murray  Briduc:
Arthur Hardy, Warrandale.
. Western  Australie: Michael
George Camphell, Mount Lawley:
Donzld Frincis Scott, Boulder.

Tasmanaa: John Henry Parker,
Devonport.

Fourth Naval Member.

Captzin A. R. Pedder, R.N,,
who has been appointed to succeed
Commodore  Guy  Willoughby,
R.N_, as Fourth Naval Member of
the Australian Commonwealth
Naval Board and Commodore
{Air), has had considerable ex-
perience such 24 equips him for
this post.

Now 45 years of age, Captain
Pedder entered the Royal Navy
as cadet at Dartmouth Naval Col-
fege in January, 1918. On leaving
the College in 1921 he was
awarded the Robert Roxbucgh
Memorial Prize for having obtain-
ed the highest marks in the cadets
passing-out examination. A gquali-
fied naval air cbecrver and me-
teorologist, he carly in his career
served in the fleet aircraft carriers
"Courageous™, “Glorious”, and
“Bagle™. Tn August 1935 he was
commended for his mewcorological
logs, and the Admiralty expressed
its satisfaction with work done by

Keith
Peter

him in preparing meteorological
notes on Gibraltar; and in 1937
the Board of Admirahy awarded
him the Hecnry Leich Carslake
Prize for the hest essay _of the
year on the work and develepment
of naval aviatien,

From Apcit 1942 uniil Jantary
143 he was Assistant Dircctor of
the Naval Air Divsion a1 Ad-
miralty, and Irom Fehruav 1943
until July 1945 was Stall Officer,
Plans Division (Air). From Aug-
ust 1945 untd fanuarv 1946 he
was Comamnding Oflicer of the
ceort carner “Khedive™, and from
February 1946 wuntil  December
1947 in command of the cruiser
“Phoehe™.  During the whole of
i948 he was at the Imperial De-
fence College, and he comws to his
appointment at Navy Office from
tl.:al of Depury Dircctor of Plans
at the Admaralty.

Naval Officers’ Ciub of
South Australia,

The Naval Officers Club of
South Australia, which held its
First Annual Dinner in 1946, is
growing in strength with the re-
turn sincg the war of many Of-
ficers to South Australia, and the
arrival in South Australia of OF
ficers from the Royal Navy, and
other Dominion Navies, The Din-

_ner—which is usually held on the

nearest convenient date to the 9th.
MNovember, the anniversary of the
Royzl Australian Navy's baptism
of warfare with . the destruction
by the first “Sydney™ of the Gez-
man cruiser “Emden —uttracts 1
greater attendance each year, and
thua increasingly fulfils its object
of continuing and  stimulatin
friendships made among Sout
Australian Naval Officers who
served in Greae Wars [ and I1L
At the latest dinner the Guest
of Honour was His Excelfency the
Governor  of South  Australia,
Licutenant-General Sir Willough-
by Nome, K.CM.G., CB., DS.
0., M.C.; who was accompanied
by his Private Sccretary, Major C.
Duncan, C.B.E.; and Kis ADC,
Captain Viscount Althorp. His
Exceilency waa received by the
President of the Club, Commander

The Mavy

|

L .

8. R. Symaonds, RAN., and the
Committee.

the gather-
ing of Officers were Captain F.
E. G. Hobart, LN, (Rtd.); Com-
mander G. Gilbertson, R.N

{Rtd.); Commander (5) M. T. b,
Fowier, R.N. (Rtd.); Lieutenant-
Commander Oliver Symon, R.N.,
}th‘): the Resident Naval Of-
icer for South Australia, Com-
mander 5. T, M. Gower, R.AN,;
Commander R, 5. Pearson, R.A.
N: Surgeon Commander § J. Dun-
stone, V.R.D., O.8.T.], R.AN,
R.: Surgeon Commander R. F.
Matters, VIR.D., .RANVER.;
Commander M. Andrewartha, V.
R.D., RANWVR., Licutenant
Commander K. M. Brennan, D.S.
C.. RAN.V.R.; Engineer Licut.-
Commander H. P, Irwin, R.AN.
R. (8): Licutenant-Commander
George
Lieutenant K. Tbbotson, R.N.R.:
and several Officers of the Naviga-
ticn, Gunnery, Engineering, Me-
diczl, Secretarial, Supply, Special,
Hydrographic, and Small Craft
Naval Auxiliary Patrol Branches.
Presene Officers of the Club are
Lieutenant (Sp.) D. P. A. Simp-
son, RANR., Hon. Treasurer;
Licut-Commander (S) C. A, Pea-
gam, VR.D., ADC. RANV,
R., Hon. Secretary: and Lieut.-
Commander (8) L. T. Bwens, V.
R.D., RANV.R, Hon Auditor,

Black Rock (Vic.) Sea Cadet
Company,

Sorléne nott:a have come todehznd
regardin, e progress made by
the Bla Rod'() Sea Cadet Com-
pany, which are of ifterest as
showing the growing interest in
8ea Cadets and the enthusizsm of
this Company since the Sea Cadets
h}vc been given official recognt
tion.

In the immediate post war years,
the Black Rock Company, which
had been under the capable direc
tion of the fate Sea Cadet Lieut.
Commander Monk, had approxi-
mately 60 Cadets. From that num-
ber, during the past three years,
23 joined the Royal Australian
Navy, and three the Merchant
Service. A number of others be-

Febraary, 1980,

Gosse, C.C., RIN.V.R.;.

Catae weer gt and Ik the Come Iz Beher £ iae e

pany, so that about 12 montha
ago membership was down ta 20,
Incuding four officers. During
the past |2 montha however, due
to official recognition and the
promise of uniforms—and with
the enthusiastic support of the
Head Master .of Hampron
High School, who had permirted
recruiting among his scholaza—the
“Cerberus” Company, Black Rock,
now numbers 56 Cacieu, and it is
hoped to reach 2 tota] of 80, which
is the limit to be accommodated in
the present building.

The Victorian Sea Cadets were &

engaged in various activities duz-
ing 194%. Among these, 35 Cadets
—from Port Meltbourne, Black
Rock, 2 nd Geelong—enjoyed
cruises in HM.A. Ships "Sydney"
and  “Awstralia®, through the
courtesy of the Naval Board and
the Commanding Officers of the
ships; a Colour Party of five Ca-
dets under Warrant Officer Scott
formed the Navy League repre-
sentation at St. Paul's Cathedral,
Melbourne, for the Blessing of the
Colours and the various shipping
companics' House Flags on the
3st, October; eight Cadets from
Black Rock represented the Navy
League Scz Cadets at the Remem-
brance Day ceremony at Mel-
bourne Town Hall on the 6th.
Nowember; 146 Cadets under
Lieutenant Grosser, RANVER,,
inspeeted HMLAS,  “Sydney”
while she was in Melbourne; and
140 Cadets from Port Meibourne,
Black Rock, and the new Footacray
Technical School Company— to-
gether with 15 Cadets from New
South Wales whe were visiting
Melbouzne at the time—Ilined up
for Trafalgar Day on the steps of
State Parliament House, Mel-
bourne, for the Trafalgar Day
memerial ceremony.

Melbourne Waterfront

. Persogality Honoured.

His many friends will have been
delighted to learm of the inchusion
in the New Year's Honours List
of Mr, P. ]. Sylvester, whom the
King honoured with the award of
the M.B.E, for his services in aid
of Pood for Britain, Unfortunately

figure to Naval and Merchant Sea-
men on the Melbourne waterfront,
has been missing from the water-
side scene for some months owing
to severe illncss; but he is now
siowly picking ip, and it is hoped
to see him on ick again before
very long.

Asg organiser for the Mayor of
Camberwel's (Vic.) . “Fat for
Briain® Appeal, Mr. Syivester
made it his 2im that no Britiah
scaman shouid leave Melboume
without regeiving a gift of two Ibe.
of dripping, In the early daya of
the scrlemc the aliowance was §
Ibs. 2 head, but the increase in
the volume of shipping, and the
inclusion of the crews of the res
fdrning vessels of the British Pa-
tific Fleet, increased the distribu-
tion by hundreds of cases, and a
reduction in the ration became
imperative, In addition to indi-
vidual seamen, cases of fats and
food were sent to Seamen's Insti-
tutes on the British coast.

With the use of only one arm,
and severely affected by other
war injuries, “P.J." was a familiar
figure on ships' gangways, adroitly
juggling tins of fat to make
uf the required itsue. As 2 result
of his tireless activities he suffered
a collapse last Easter, and has been
laid aside with heart tbuble since.
Secafarers generally will wish him
a speedy recovery.

Padee Dixon

Another familiar fi.gure who -

has been absent from the Mel-
bourne waterfront for some monthe
now is Padre Frank (Dickie)
Dixon, weil-known to Naval and
Mercantle Officers and  Seamen
as an always welcome Padre of
the Mistions to Seamen. “Dickie™
me:jh;. charmingh::ife and their

oved dog Leo—has exchanged
the seaside for a lakeside for a
while, and is now Rector at Lake
Cargelffgo, New South Walea
Writing to your Editor on the
29th. December last, he smid: “It
has been over the century bere for
1 few days. I did 176 miles between
4 am, and 6 p.m. on Christmas
Day after a midnight srwice here.




BOOK REVIEWS

by G.H.®.

“AS YOU WERE—I949," ap anthol

b-y members, and ex-

members, of the Awtralian Services, published by the Awstralian
War Memorial, Canberra, A.CS.T.: printed by the Halstead Press,
ey,

“aS8 YOU WERE—I1949"

follows ia rthe tradition of
its predecessors in this series of
boa
lian War Memorial, the Army
and Air Porce books and the
MHMASL™ velumes of the war
days, and the post war "As You
were” volumes.

It is well up 10 siandard, both
in content and production. Read:
ing and looking through it, this
reviewer feels that these books
maintain their hotd in interest
and in value in their annual ap-
pearance. They conmin a lot of
uncthicizl history, a great deal of
recaptured  experience  which
loses nothing through the lapse
of time, zad much zuthentic at-
mosphere, all of which wili he
exceedingly useful to the histor-
ian of the future. It seems that
it is a good thing that this can all
be preserved between covers as
ia being done in these produc-
tians,

The Navy is represented in
this volume by a number of auth-
ors, “Dive Through The Nar-
rows” by “Bosun's Mate,
R.AN.", is 3n interesting remin-
iscence of the voyage out to Aus-
tralia of the Navy's first two sub-
marines—AEl and AEl—and of
the eventual exploits znd fate of
AE? under Commander H. G.
Stoker, D.5.0,, R.N. Before the
end of 1914, AEY? was on her
way t¢ European waters agzin, to
take part in the war in the Med-
iterranean, Anding herself, leav-
ing Australia, 2a “Bosun's Mae"
says: “escort to the fifteen thous
and troops in massed transports
which formed up in uretchins
array of King George’s Soun

set <ourse for the Mediter
mnean~—and Gallipoli. The trip

.

produced by the Austra-g

across was uneveatful and, on the
end of a transport’s tow-ropc
most of the way, uncomfortable.™

Yes, the trip was unevcatful.
But there was 2 morping when
“AE2?" was slipped from the old
“Berrima's” towline for 2 short
while, with orders to submerge
and be ready to torpedo the
coemy cruiser creeping over the
starboard  horizan; while the
“Themistocles,” the only ship in
the convoy with guns, engaged
the mewcomer’s attention. Fortu-
nately the “enemy” turned out to
be the Royal Indian Marinc ship
“Dufferin,” o0 the opportunity
for “AE2" to display her prowess
did not then anse.

It did lzter, however, in her
famous submerged journey
through the Narrows into the
Sea of Marmora, which “Bosun’s
Matc™” describes in 2 rezdable,
graphic style.  Her last hectic
minuies, zlternating ar speed be-
tween the surface and the sea
bed at acute zngles, must have
been exciting encugh in all con:
science—and  reading of them
gives one an even more hezlth
respect for aubmariners in gcnerar.

In “Mediterrznean Action,™ J.
3. McBryde, RAN,, tells of the
heavy defeat inflicted on a power-
ful German air force which at-
tacked 3 large convoy—forty
ships—bound rfgrom Orzn to Gib
raftar, the escort including the
Australian corvettes  “Gawler,”
“Ipswich,” “Marybarough™ and
“Lismore.” The attack, delivered
by “at least fifty large twin-en-
gined planes ™ took place off the
scuth coast of Spain just before
sunset (n the evening, The air
craft were torpedo bombers, and
were given sa hot a receptian by
the escorts and merchant ships

that the attack was a fadure, and
the enemy lost many aircraft; the
action being quoted “az one of
the finegt defensive actions against
very heavy torpedo-bomber at-
tack that had ever taken place in
the Mediterranzan; particularly
as there was no air cover, znd the
escost was 3 light one.™

As  Commander McBryde—
who was Commanding Officer of
“Tpswich™ on this occasion—says,
“There was very litde publicity
given to this action,” a¢ the time.
Except, thar is, by the Germans,
who made ctheir uswal sweeping
clzims. But the author quotes the
following signals from the C.in-
C. Mediterranean, Sir Andrew
Cunningham, to the Senior Off-
cer Bscort, in “Shoreham,” and
to the Mediterranean Seation: "1
congratulzte you and the escort
fosce and convoy KMS 21 on
your sturdy defence of convoy
against heavy torpedo-bomber at-
tcks.  The enemy gor a sore
head that he is likely to re-
member™; and “Bxaggerated Ger-
man claims o have sunk many
ships by an attack on convoy off
Alborzn on evening of 13 Aug-

ust. C.O.s may inform shipa'
companies of the true facts
which are as follows: No ship

was sunk, only shipa hit were two
merchant ships which have reach-
ed Gibraltar, Sturdy defences
by the surfzce escort and convoy
resufted in seven enemy aircraft
shot down for certzin and several
probables. An excelient perform-
ance angd example of whaf can
be done by seli-help.”
Commander McBryde does not
mention, in this account, the
“humorous signal” story which
attaches td this action. The yarn
goes that after the action, a ship
which had picked up some ditch-
ed German airmen reported this
fact by signal ta the 5.0, escort
saying: “] have on board some
enemy prisoners which I wish to
gacopnse q'f.“ receiving the reply

neur.

P. Buring, RLAN., in "Guad-
alcanal,” tells of another air at
tack, that on the ahips engaged
in the assault operatigns on Guad-

L

ﬁalm'm] on 7th. 'Auguat, 1942,
This, again, ended in 2 signal de-
feat for the enemy, in the main
due ta the R,A.N).’ Coastwatcher
on Bougainville, whose signal, re-
ceived in the wireless office of
our author's ship, enabled' the
ships o prepare for evasive ac-
tion and fighter protection to get
NG pOsition,

One can imagine our author’s
feelings when he read the signal.
It was a hiot, steamy morning.
“On the fag deck exhausted sig-
nzlmen slumped in the meagre
shade aflorded by the pont and
starboard flag lockers as slowly
we steamed up and down guard-
ng the woepships from surface
and underwater attack.  The
drab transporis lay in seeming
dieness, but beneath decks shim-
mering glassily with the heat men
worked feverishly to unload the
precicus cargoes of ammuniton,
food and siores. A surge of warm
air from the mouth of the pneu-
matic pump which communicated
with the main  wirclesa office
awoke me frem my stupor and
proclaimed to all within earshot
the impending arrival of a fresh
signal. I plucked the carmer
from out of the cage and unfold-
ed the signal form, Same old
thing, I supposc—reponis of pro-
ceedings ashore.  The last one
had been 20 announcement that
Japanese were holing up in caves
in the hills. The first glance was
cursary, but startled. 1 read again
carefully—"To zny U.S. o'
War—Urgent—from J.E.R. Bou-
gainville X Forty twin-engined
plzm:sulgauing Bougainvilie head-
ing Tulzgi area—0940°".

“The signal szff sensed some-
thing in my attitude, and they
crowded round. The comments
were varied, ranging from birrer
invective to fierce and mighty
ocaths. The messenger rushed the
Fink stip up % the compass plat-
osm;  word spread like wild-fre
around the ship and almost 22
soon as the captain put the news
through the loudspeakers the
ship's companz knew of the im-
perding attack.” Prom this in-
troduction, the author goes on to

“'MLM'M

-~

describe the attack itself, and a
very good job he makes of it.
“Have you," he asks, “watched
the last furlong of 2 horse race
and been mentally astride the fa-
vourite's back?"  Then read his
description of the race between
anu-aireraft fire and a Japanese
aireraft speeding in towards the
ship, and gradwlly losing height
as it neared its objective.

“Special Operator,” in “The
Story of Felo' ‘tells of the forma-
tion and wartime activities of the
Far Eastern Liaison Office, and its
contribution to wvictary through
the agency of combat propagan-
da, and writes authentically and
interestingly,

). E. Macdonnell—in “Com-
mand,” which tells of the captain
of 2 destroyer, and “Ammunition
Expended,” the story of the last
hours of "' Perth” —writes with his

usual vivid descripive powers:
and on the lighter side G. War-
wick Waye in “"Parole for 2
Day,” telling of relief from

“pusser™ drill in the Bagehip while
relieving signalman in zn auxil-
izry minesweeper, and J. C, H.
Gil, in “The (Half) Dead Ma-

rines,” which describes the un-
happy results accruing from the
mixture ‘ of antityphoid vaccine
and high scas when applied’ to
those unused to a life on the
occan wave,-strike happy notes,

Other Naval contributions in:

clude good readable items in *Just
3 Loading Number” by “Breech-
worker,” and “The Buays of
Port Jackson™ by W, N. Swan. ,
Since this reviewer ia writing
for “The Navy,” and for readers
more immediately interested in
the nautical scene, he haa devot-
ed his space here to the Naval
veide of “As You Were—1949,
But do not think there is nothing
else in the volume. There are
exceilent Army and Air Force
contribytions, among which Fred-
erick Howard's “"Man Among
Mea," 3 hne iribute to General
" Vasey; R. 5. Porteous’ “The
Blank File™;  Ivan  Southall's
Sunderland Fiying Boat story
“Uneventful  Paurol™;  “Might
and Main's" diverting voyage in
2 Camlina from Pembroke Dock
to Mombasa in “Transit Flight™;
and E. V. Timms™ "Escape if you
Can™ 2rc cxamples among a
cheice collection.

“THE ANNUAL DOG WATCH; Na. 7, 1950"; poblished by the

Shiplovers' Sodety of Victoria

The art standard of this vel-
ume is up to that of ita prececes-
sor's, which is to say it js very
good indeed, both 28 to the orig-
inals and to repreduction, with
many fourcolour platea and
many satisfying drawings, the

*work of wellkpown Awustralian

3r‘iats.

Altogether, this book is an ex-
cellent job, and ane, which should
be sought after by everyone with

jce time who “wants to re
capture and keep something of
it past experiences. Authors,
artists, publishers and printers
are to be congratulated.

The Shiplovers' Society of Vic-
toria is performing a valuable ser-
vice in its annual production of

"The Dog Watch." Sir James
Bisset, former Master of the
“Queen Mary,” hita the nail on
the head in his foreword to this
volume when, writing of his
pleasure in contributing the in-
troduction to ita contents he says:
“each number of ‘The Annual
Dog Waich’ is crammed with
- malty articlea which take me rmght
back to my own early days. Since
settling in Australia | have been
struck by the number of Ship
Lovers Societies, Little Ship
Clubs, Yacht and Motor Boat
Squadrons, Volunteer Coastal
Patrols and Ancient Marinery'
Leagues. The days of commer-
cial miling ships are almost gone,
but the membera of these organ-
isations are doing a grand work
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in keeping alive the great tradi- '

tons of the sea. The appearance
of ‘The Annual Dog Wach’
must be an event of supreme in-
terest and plaasure to all these
lovers of the sea and ships, and 1
wish the publication every succesa
and n  ever-increasing  circula-
tion.”

Saltingss is the flavour of this
volume, and it opens with the
tzng of the North sea and of
herning with  “Shalimar's” "On
an  Aberdeen  Breakwater™, in
which the author, standing there,
ruminates on the sights that this
breakwaver has seen, from the
wreck of the Aberdeen whaler
“QOscar” on lst. April, 1813, to
the passage to sea of somc of the
famous shipa built at Hall and
Hood's yards in the granite city.

Prominent among them were
the clippers of the Aberdcen
Line, “It has always seemed to
me,” writes " Shalimar, “that there
was & touch of artistic genius be-
hidd the colour scheme of those
ships.  What was berer calew
lated tw show off the graceful
linea and Howing curvea of 2
shapely hull than  bottle-green
paint, with wunder it copper
sheathing or pink boot-topping?
What more likely to emphasize
that daintinesa aloft in which the
Aberdeen builders gloried, than
white lowermasts, vyards, bow-
sprits and blocks; znd pitch pine
topmasts,  topgallantmasts  and
jibbooms, Tt 1s true that other
and larger shipa were built in
Aberdeen for the, Austrlizn
trade—the “Sobrmon™ and the
“Port Jackson™ among them—but
T think it is by the green and
white beauties that the Aberdeen
clippers will be remcmbered.”

In an embarrassment of riches
it is difficult to select treasures;
and there are plenty of them in
this  lictle  volume, “AM.G."
tells again the never-palling story
of the “Waratah,” and finishes on
3 recent note: “As | otyped the
last paragraph 2 letter arrived
from a friend in Durban who
knew of my present interest in

“l"l;""

l]';c “Wanatah' mystery, He said

that during the war 2 number of

South African Air Force pilots on
patrol had reported 3 large black
mass, uncxplaned by the charis,
a few miles off Port St Johns.
My friend belicved that rthis
might well be the hull of the miss
ing liner, cowered, a3 would be
matural, by forty years of marine
srowth.  Perhaps one day in the
not too distant future the stery
of that awesome disaster may be,
in part at least, unfolded to the
eyes of men”

"H.D.", who was doing a job
for British Nazval Control in
Mont: Video in the carly months
of the war, gives the Monre Video
picture of the Batele of the River
Mate, and the last hours of the
“Gral Spee™

Colonel R. M. W. Thirkell,
who had a very intimale associa-
tion with it during the war, writes
on the job of “Fishing Shell
Coinage.”

Captain H. R. Watson, in tell-
ing of the loss of Mcllwraith Me-
Eacharn's 5.5, “Federal” off Cape
Everard in 190§, recounts an
cveat that has some similar fea-
tures to that of the loss of “War-
atah,” and may, indeed, have
arisen from the same cause, the
star:r;;\dg in of the hatches of No.
i .

E. M. Christie gives 2 shont
history of the notorious “Bully™
Hayes, and his association with
Australia and New Zezlnd. One
of our contributors to “The
Navy," Captain H. V. Warner,
has an impressive sketch in "My
Shipmate Santos™—who was, o
say the least of it, a difficelt ship-
mate; and, among much other
interesting fare, “CH.L" rtells
of the little Austrzlian ' bargue
"C)87, and the Melbourne-
Mauritius sugar trade.

All in all, “The Annual Dog
Watch™ is a most valuzble lLittle
contribution to Australian litera-
ture of the sea; and one of which
the Shiplovers’ Society and the
magazine's Honorary Editor—
Miss 3. A, B, Strom—may well
be proud. .

Febreary, 19186,
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“WHOLEHEARTED DEVOTION TO

Captain E, F. V. Dechaineux, DS.C., R.A.N., Who
.Lost His Life While In Command Of “Australia’™
Was Decorated By Both Beitain And The United
States.

MILE FRANK VERLAINE DECHAINEUX was born

on the Ird. October, 1902, at Moonah, Tasmania, the son
of the late Lucien Dechaineux. He entered the Royzl Aus-
trzbian Naval College i 1916, became a midshipman in Jan-
vary, 1920, Sub-Licutenant in May, 1922, and Lieutenant the
{ollowing December.

He specialised as a Torpedo Ofhcer, and when the war
broke out in 1939 was 2 Commander of two years standing.
He was then on exchange duty overseas at the Admiralty.
He commanded HM.S, "Vivacious™ at Dunkirk, stood by the
Flotilla Leader “Eglington“ and commissioned her in com-
mand, and it was during his service in this ship that he earned
the D.8.C. awarded to him in July, 1941, “For outstanding
zeal, patience and cheerfulness and never failing to set an ex-
ample of whole-hearted devotion to duty.”

He returned to Australia in the latter part of 1941, and
was appointed to Navy Office as Director of Operations, an
#ppointment he held until he went to the new Tribal Clasa
destroyer "Warramunga” in command on commissioning; hia
promotion to Captain coming while he held this command.

In March, 1944, Captain Dechainenx was appointed in
command of HM.AS, “Australia,” and as Chief Stafl Officer
to the Flag Oficer Commanding the Squadron. [t was while
in this appointment that he met his death on Trafalgar Day,
1944, when “Anstralia™ was struck on the foremast by a Jap-
anese aircraft, which crashed on her hrich. kiiling and waynd-
ing many of those in that position, including Captain Dech-
aineux, who died of the wounds he received. He was a great
loss to the Roval Australian Navy.

For his services to the Allied cause in “Australia” he was
posthumously awarded the Amecrican decoration of Legion
of Merit, Degree of Oficer, “For ¢xce§n'onally Meritorious
conduct in the performance of outstanding servicea to the
Government of the Unived States as Commanding Officer of
HMAS. 'Ausralia® from March 9th., 1944, until his death
in action with the enemy. Directing his command with superb
seamanship dnd great professional skill, Captain Dechaineux
participated in vical mcf hazardous operations duning this per-
iod of intensive hoetilities against enemy Japanese forces,
bghting his ship valiantly in support of our landing in the

ilippines despite severe opposition until the ‘Ausmralia’ was
subjected w a hostile suicide dive-bombing attack in which he
sustained wounds which fater proved fatal. His splendid tead-
ership .and unwavering devotion to duty reflect the highest
credit upon Captain Dechaineux and the Royal Australian
Navy. He gallandy gave his life in the sarvice of his country.”

i

.

! The Navy

TWO QALLANT VIOTORIAN RATINGS

Lost In “Parramatta” When Torpedoed In The
Mediterranean; They Received Awards For Fine
Service In Thar Ship.
WO Victorian ratings—both of whom lost their lives in
L HMAS. “Parramatta”—received awards for their ser-

vice in that ship previous to her being sunk by a German U-
Boat while on the Tobruk Perry Run.

b

Acting Leading Seaman Henty Thomas Francia ‘Bates,
R.AN,, joined the Navy at Port Melbourne in March, 1938,
as an Ordinary Seaman. During the war, unul he was lost,
be served in HM.A. Ships “Sydney,” “Perth.” and “Parra-
matea.” It was in this ship that he carned the D.SM. “For
outstanding gallantey, fortitude and resolutiv, during the
Battle of Crete.” :

. The Recommendation for the Award tells how “Lead
ing Seaman H. T. P, Bates, of HM.A.S. "Parramatta,’ manned
the after Brech 132 m.m. gun during the Gctiona of 24th.
June, 1941, in the evacuation of Crete. He oppoeed 2 cool
and steady fire to all targets coming within range, although
his position in the ship was somewhat isolated. [ pemn:ﬁy
maw fire from ‘his weapon entering enemy aircraft on two octa
sions, and one encmy flew out of the action close 10 the water,
leaving 2 trail of amoke amern. In the sixth and intensive dive
bombing atack on the ‘Parramatta’ his Breda gun went out
of action. Bates immediately went to the aid of the crew of
the Medical Officer’s Vickers gun, thereby relieving a 5.B.
rating for assistance of woundecF from H.M.5. "Auckland’ who
were being taken from the warer. His bearing throughout
was one of cheerfulness and confidence, and he aet an inspir-
ng example.™ .

Stoker Henry Charles Pox, RANR., entered the Navy
at Williamstown in October, 1940. He was awarded a Men-
tion in Despatches (n January, 1942, “For outstanding galtan-
try, fortitude and resolution in the Battle of Crete.”

.Of him the Recommendation for the Award tells how
he was “2 volunteer member of the ship's whaler crew which
went to the assistance of oficers and men from H.M.S..
"Auckland’ in the water, although he knew it was likely that
the hoar would be wbﬂecbcd to bombing and machine gun-
ning. The latter actvally rook place, but Stoker Fox carred
out rescue work with cool courage, often tmking o the water
o which bombs were falling to drag exhausted men to his
boat. On return to the ship, he resumed his witchkeeping
and preserved a steady bearing thenceforward. When off
r::rc‘ij-l-“hc amisted to tend the wounded and survivors on
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Federal Councll

T XIS Excellency the Governor-

General  officially  opencd
the Nimh Federal Triennial Con-
fercnce of Interstate Delegates of
the Association in the "Gowrie”
Services Hut, Manuka, Canherra,
ALCT., on Saturday, Zist Janu-
ary, 1950, Invitations were sent
19 the Prime Minister, Ministers
for the Navy, Interior and Re-
patration, Dr. L. W. Nott, the
new member {or the Capital Ter-
ritory:  Sir Eric Millhouse, K.B.,
K.C.. Federal President of the
R.55. & A.1L.: and the Federal
Presidents  of  the Awustralian
Legion of e¢x-Servicemen & Wo-
men, and Air Force Association.
Ocher guests invited were Licut.-
Colonel J. L. Treloar, of the Aus-
tralizn War Memoril, Captain
R. C. Garcia, Mr. R. R, Gordon,
Genceral Secretary of the Services
Canteens Trustecs: Mr. L. ]
Ivey, Past President of ACT.
Scction; Commander McLachlan,

C/0. of HMAS “Harman,™
and Mr. H. K. Joyce, President
of the ACT. Branch of the

R.SL. The President of the

A.CT. Scction (Mr. N V.
Kcarsley) and {ellow members en-
tectained the visiting delegates at
the Sccrion’s monthly mecting,
which was held in the “Gowrie”
Hut on the previous evening., A
picnic party was also arranged for
the Sunday and a visit was made
o the “Cotter” Dam.

In response to the invitation
sent to Federal Council by the
Prime Minister, the Association
chose the Federal President to be
its representative ar the opening
of the Awustrzlian Citizenship
Conventon, held at Canberra on
Mcerday, 23ird  Janvary. The
Convention dealt with many and
varied marnre aflecdng  immi-
grants and their ultimate sertle-
ment in Australia. The ex-Naval
Mcn's Association has obtained
many new members from  ex-
Royal Naval personnel who have
migrated to this country: there
it no dificulty in obtzining em-

EX-NAVAL MEN'S
Association &

Prirewiw-Chlai

of Australia

Hhy Majasty The Ring

ployment for these men, but our
biggest problem is in providing
suitable and rcasonable priced ac-
commodation. We trust ghat the
New Year will see 2 very great
cxtension in  the building of
homes for our ex-Servicemen znd
for the migrants who we desire
should become Australizns,

INTERSTATE AND
SUB-SECTION TRANSFERS.

Transfers of the following
members have taken place since
the January issue of “"The Navy™
Mcssrs. C. H. Choake, T. M.
Moore, A. Brumm and ]). W,
Bartnell from Mclbourne 5-5. to
Morth-Eastern Sub-Sccoon;  Mr,
A. W. Hands now transferred to
Sandemgham Sub-Section. Messrs
C. Erickson and A. X. Mudie
from Sydney S-5. to Canterbury:
Bankstown, and J. J. Power to
St. George Sub-Secuon. Mr. W,
J. Reside of Perth $5-5. has now
transferred  t0  Victoria  Park
{W.A) Sub-Sccrion.

G.W.S,

WYNYARD STATION,

GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY,

NS W,
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DIFFICULT JOURNEY

HE fung the corked-lime away
from hem and, turning
slightly, apat into the sca. This
was more than any fisherman
should be asked to pur up with
—a squall in Melbourne over the
scarcity of fish, and here he sat
mendil’ busted cray-pots, and re-
corkin' ofd lines. And not a
durn man could be fnd in the
whole bgy who'd help him get
out there where the Iran, hungry
‘coutta were just waiting to be
caught.

He should be, he zreflected sav-
agely, out off Cape Woolamai,
fippin ‘coutta into the heaving
mﬁ'det.‘k. and with the sound of
wind and slapping water about
hia ears. But no—all he could do
was potier about his moored,
wim crafe, doing all manaer of
odd jobs, and dodging out there
only when the weather waa fine.
And what else could an old man
do without an active mate?

Even Winnie, -his only grand-

child, had let him down. Arriv-
ing unexpectedly, zod asking if
she could stay and keep house for
hit. He had heard that she was
courtin’ a young and likely fsh-
erman, and he'd hoped eventually
to have him become his mate. In-
tending later on, and when they
married, to make them a wedding
present of his fishing boat and
gear. But not « word had she
aaid about him, but went about
dry-eyed and zs closedipped a3
an oyster,
" Me'd soon have to do some-
thing abour that. He couldn’
have her moping about his old
house, never once wanting 19, go
to the local dance—but working
away making his home so alick
and shincy that he felt ashamed
to e about in his old, sea-
farin' clothes. An irritane oath
welled up within him but stayed
unspoken as the quiet voice of
enquiry reached down to him.

“atranger’s taqne

© By JAMES HILL.
“Are you Anderson? Mister
Sol Anderson?”

Sol's cyes swept upwards, over
the grey., warped jesty. 1 am,”
he replied, taking full note of the
leznness.

“I'm told that you could do
with 2 mate,” the astrznger <on-
tinued.

Sol's mounting tem
peared  magically.
smile touched his lips-
heard right,-mister.  Step right
aboard!”

“Of course,” he added, warm-
ing to the stranger's smile,
"\sou‘d be a Gsherman. There'd
be no sense jn hirin® 2 greenhorn,
Where'd fsh last?"

It sccored o Soi that an hour
passed before he replied. It was
2 long moment of uncertainty—
of strange indecision. The warm
smile alss  dimppeared, givin
way to an- anxiow _tréuble
movement of his lips. His reply
stumbled out, uncomfo {

“I'd rather you didn’t ask too
many questions,” he said slowly,
“I've done some fshing, and
hére's my credentials.”

Sol glanced at his outstretched
hands, noting the calloused
palms, znd the short, powerful
fingers, “I got them callouses
woodchoppin®  near  Bungeree,”
he volunteered, hestantly.

Sol met the stranger's troubl-
ed eyes. “So I can see,” he mid
quietly. "You sure ‘swung the

axe.

But, he thought, those hands—
those almost slt encrusted, hard-
ened hands, belonged 0 3 man
of the sea; and flathead sores
left marks which wasn’t won
from messmate trees.

“You'll do,” he decided sud-
denly. “Any mao with hands
like that will do me. What do |
call you? Jack or—what?”

The smibe came back instant-
ly. tucking in the corners of his

dimap-
fecting

“You

ER:I‘I a manner Sol liked o see.
nks. Jack will do, Mister
Anderson—just Jack Lee.”

Laee thae afterncon, g;ck Lee
made his Brat mistake. His quiet
query hit Sol with hurricane
force.

“Where's the jig-sticks, Sol?”

“Jig-sticka!” echoed Sol, unpre-
pared for this sudden revelation.
“Oh—we don't use ‘em.”

And Tasmaniz, thought Sol;
that tighe, neat little island where
his ﬂandchild came from, was
his home too. No one in this
bey, or maybe anywhere on the
mainlsnd, ever used jig-sticks,

“We use white cow-hide
strips,” Sol added. “The 'couta
about here bite better on that.
Anyway, it smoke-0, and come
and get your tex. Well be busy
tonight.”

They ate quietly. Sol watch-
img him stowing away his food,
and wondering just why he chose
the name of Jack Lee, from—
well, obviousty Tasmaniz,

“We haven't weed jig-sticks for
years,” volunteered Sol hopefully.
Given 2 lead he might sy more
about himeelf, and right then Sol
was thinking, haps wistfully,
of his grandchild, Winnje, “Most
of the ‘coutta about here have
to be surfaced. They feed on the
bottom, that is until we fetch ‘em
up to the surface .snr:fpin' mad at
the whitebait a cow-hide
strips, ITl show you tonight.
You'll soon cotton on.”

And after eating they cleared
avway, and lay down to rest.

“I'l get a billy goin® abowt
eleven,” said Sol. “Turn in now
and get some reat, and Il call
you when the tea's made.”

At midnight they left the jetty;
steering straight for Cape Wool-
amai. A full, unobscured moon
silvered the wide, heaving bay:
and occasionally the wirid:-borne
noise of a late gobds-train -
ing Anderson was heard 1&?:
the sound of slapping waves and
diesel engine.

Sol heft him at the wheel whilst
he busied about making ready hia

Tha Navy
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Sl.hmi'hm When he came
back he glanced carnestly across
the shining, restless water. “Give
her a couple of spokes to the
sowth'ard, Jack, and then Il lash
the wheel. We might get 3 point
or two off course, but we'll watch
for that as | explain these lead-
lines.”

Jack Lee movell as Sol made
fast_the slightly kicking wheel.

“These lead-lines,™ explained
Sol, straightening up, “Will be
baited and down just off the
bottom, Tl do that, and as soon
as [ hook 2 “coutta go hard about
and then snub the wheel down,
After that lec 8y all this box of
whitebait. That is—z few hand-
ful's at a time. Then nip aft and
join me, I1l have your lines
ready.”

The Girst grey Bngers ~f dawn

reached up from behind the sez

a8 Sol let @iy the lead-lines. There
wzs no hitch—as Sol hauled the
hooked ‘coutta to the surface the
shoal followed, and minutes after-
wards the second lean-bellied
coutta snapped at the moving
white cow-hide strip to taste the
barbed hook, 1t was still thresh:
ing about the well-dick when
Jack spoke,

“You've tumbled, 1 suppose, to
the fact that I'm from Tassy.”

Sol jerked at a tugging left-

hand lioe. “Chuldn't miss,” he
answered quietly, jerking another
‘coutta inboard. “The jig-sticks
gave you away.”
) For the next hour they Gahed
industriously, sweeping corinu-
ouddy around in a wide circle,
constantly throwing a few hand-
fulls of whitebait to the hungry,
snapping shoal, and expenly
hookil % and un-hooking the
vicious-looking ‘coutta. A they
worked silendy, the grey light of
dawn gave way to daytime bright-
ness, and from behind a2 cloud
rostate Bngera marked the path
of the rising sun.

Occasionzlly Sol glanced at his
new mate, watching him appreei-
atively. He stood T)raccd agapnat
the counter, and with an accuracy
equalling Sol's he kepe hin lines
sweeping inboard and out again.

Fohsuary, 1BIL
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Sol stopped to unheok a trouble-
some ‘courta. “Dumn this Ash!”
he ejaculated. “Some of 'em get
the durn hook clean down to their
gills. In a way they remind me
of an unhappy person. They've
got semething  stuwck in  their
throats they can't ger ouwt.”

Jack weighed up Sol's shrewd
hint, as he let his line sweep
astern again,

"You're wtmdcnng Sol, what's
wrong with mc.

Sol faced him, ignoring the tug-
ging, fighting linc. 1 am,™ he
admitted candidly. “Seems to
me that you're bottling up some-
thing which isn’y doing you any
good. Why don't you open up
and teli me?™

“You might,” he added, gquick-
Iy noting Jack's wavering indeci-
sion, “feel better, and not a durn
word will escape me.”

Again  Jack’s quict voice hit
Sol with hurricane force. “I'm
just out of jzil,” he said blundy.
"Three months for assault and
grievous bodily harm.”

This jolied Sol. There was all
the bitterncss in the world be
hind Jack's brittle admission.

“My real name's Jack Leeson,”
he added slowly., "I fought a
fellow over a @l and he fell
and got badly injured.”

Sol puticd in both lines deliber-
ately. Coiling them ncatly, fighe-
ing hard to control his growing
smile, and then reaching for his

pipe.

“Sit and have z spell” he ad-
visrd. “You've had a tough tent.
Was she worth it?"

“I think 30, came the quiet
reply.  “But [ haven’t seen her
since, 30 [ can’t truthfully angwer
that question.™

Sol watched him pulling in his
line. He'd make 2 finc matc.
his own admission he'd fought
for something he valued.

“You," hazarded Sal, “feel a
bit ashamed, I su dppou but you'il
£zt over that an go back o her,
won't you?"

Jack dlo?ped the wet line, [
went back, he uid simply. “But
she wam't th

g -

“Oht  She was't very true
then,” comménted Sol’

Jack cupped his hands about
his cigarette.  Slowly exhaling he
disagreed with Sol. "I wouldn't
sy that. Mer family—the moth-
cr, at lcast—was against her
marrying a fisherman, Funny that,
because they are fshermen too.
Perhaps that's why she kefi.™

“Could be,” agreed Sol, think-
ing back through his long years,
Folks and families, he'd found,
had unexplainablc habits. Faules
the parcnts made were often un-
forgivable in their children. Not
cnough latitude did they allow
their offspring, and many z
mother's thoughis on marrizge
were inextriczbly wrapped around
her own.

“"But," persisted Sol.
wrotz to her didn't you?"

Jack sat down beside Sol. "No,
I didn't. She wrotc once—and ]
didn't answer. | kneéw her moth.
er was against me, and well—this
jail sentence made it worse, I
felt that it wasn't fair to ask her
to stick to me."”

Sat reached out, and his hazd
hand cpped Jacks knec. It
seemed only yesterday since he
witnessed  his ¢« daughter's  great
struggle some thirty years ago.
He'd watched her bght the des-
perate battle of love against her
man's occupation. And love won,
for despite her deep hatred of the
sea— " er knowledge of those long
angious hours of waiting for her
husband’s return—she had mar-
ricd a fsherman.

"It appears to me, young
feliow, that you're to bfame"
commented Sol. “[f you wouldnt
writc-—well, what would any girl
think?  And theee's one more
question—you're sure you love
her? I know—it's a dalt question
to ask 2 Asherman, because we
don't like discussing our afzirs."

Jack was quieddy cmphatic on
that paint, “Of that I'm certain,
Sol. In this 125t thrce monthe I've
known what it means to be away
from her.”

“Then,” wid Sol, allowing hix
lipa w weather 1 knowing, hop-

“You

Ln( amile, *You and 1 will find
her. Ivcgotansd:ad\atl know
this  family  well, Y'eee, my
daughter was a cold, proud wo-
man . . . and this gir's name . . .
could it be Winnie?"

Sol ilg_{mred Jack’s gasp of aur-
prise. He felt incalculzbly better,
somehow now he felt assured of a
mate, His daughter, he knew,
had a narrow outlook about men
and men's mistakes. It was un-
derstandable—she  was  fighting
again the same battle—fighting as
only 3 mother would for her
daughter’s happincss,  And this
time it was up to him, as 2 father
and grandfather, 0 help in deci
sion.

Hc got up suddenl‘],r and mov-
ed aft.  “Well," he barked ar
Jack. "Ger crackin'. Break out
the main'scl! Let By the stay-sel!
Slap on every inch of canvas
you can, and [ don't care if we
pull the sticks ¢clecan out of her.
Com'mon. ['m in 2 hurry to get
homve.™

“Bur—hwz the fishin’,”

lated Jack.
* "Blow the fishin'," roared Sol,
reaching down and opening full
the cngine throttle. “Give her
every inch of sil you can! You
and [ have got a date {or mom-
ing tea, With Winnge!™

gjacur

THE R.AN. S5CKE BERTH STAFF
Ceatinvad from pege )l

tions were given for devotion to
duty in the causc of saving lifc.

¢ future Sick Berth rating
has not only this record to be
proud of and live up to, but has
something clse much older. By
thus [ reter to the Nursing Code,
which is as follows:

"He wha clects to take up 2
nursing carcer should rezlise the
maral, mental and physwal qual-
itics requigite in the practice of
this interesting, but arduous pro
fession. He hence should re
member, that thosc upen whom
others depend mus  themsclves
be well disciplined and trus-
worthy. In addition he should
possess 3 strong constitugion, &
well groomed zppearance, tem-
perate habita and 2 high standard

s Bovy

! of pemonal hygiene, togedmr

with:—

L. Loyalty and respect.

2. Implicit obedience and faith-
ful’ performance of orders.

3. Capacity w give accurate
and  concise reports, of
thanges in the patient’s con-
dition.

4. Willingness to  admit im-
mediately any errors com-
miteed.

5. Zeal in assistance in bring-
ing about the recovery of a
patient,

“Let each do well what each knows
best,

Nﬂ:inl refused and nothing shirk.
ed,

Since none in master of the rest,
I are servano of the work.™

THE ATLANTIC ICE PATROL
Cantinvad from page %

accurately checked, A recoed is
kept of all zircrafz flying over or
near each weather station, so that
their approximate positions  will
be known in the event of any
emcrgency.  When all of the 1)
proposcd  stations  are  fully
manncd and cquippcd, no  air
plane flying across the Adantc
Ocean will ¢ver bt more than
two hours' fying time from 2
source gf rescue,

At United Statcs Coast Guard
Eastern Arca  Headquarters in
New York City, the location of
cvery vessel in the North At
lantic area is ploited on a huge
wall map. The direction in which
the ships are travelling is alse in-
dicated. Should a distresa call be
reccived, the position of the
stricken ship can bc accurately
determined and aid sent immedi
ately.  All other ships in the arca
are notified by radic. and those
with rescue cquipment zre ordez-
ed to the scenc of disamer, Us
in? information from this map,
aitliners receive daily reports of
all ships along the rovecs follow-
¢d by thcir aircrafs, so that the
ilot of a transoceanic airplanc
Enowt tn advance the approxi-

mate locations of all ships along
Pobrunry, 1990,

his course, -bmld it be’necessary
te make a forced landing at stz.

Every year, the United States
Coast Guard particirates in the
Internavional [ce Patrol along the
shipping lanes of the North Ac
lantic n. Coust Guard planes
and ships, based at Argenta,
Newfoundland, search out and
report <.E:psilu'cn'u of icebergs and
ice packs that might endanger
navigation. Wherever possible,
these  hazards are  destroyed.

" When this is not possible, their

locations are accurately mapped,
and regular reports isswed o all
shipping companies using the
Great Circle Route  between
North America and Europe. Al
most all commercial broadcasting
stops duging the transmission of
these reports. Since the start of
the Ice Patrol in 1914, excluding
a short period during World War
IL when the service was tempor
arily suspended, not ene life has
been lost at sca because a ship
hit an iceherg.

As warmer weather approaches
and  the iceberg memace  dim-
inishes, the Coast Guard tegins
1o survey iccbergs and ice condi-
tions at their sources. Ajrplancs
with photographic equipment are
being wsed cxtensively in this op-
eration. Flying at an ahitude of
two milcs, the aircraft arc able
to view many bays and glacicr
arcas inaccessible to surface craft.
The survey 15 contered around
Bafin Bay, to the west of Green-
land, where the majority of icc-
hergs originate.  Through these
SUTVLYs, tlilt‘ Coast Guard plans 10
forceast every year the number of
wchergs  that  will invade the
shipping lance in cach of the
three succceding ycars. Scz and
air units of the Coast Guard co-
opcrate closely in these surveys,
one of the ships acting as weather
station and radic beacon n the
centre of Bafbn Bay

The work of the United States
Coast Guard is never done. In
addivon to its ial miuiom, i
has countless “routine™ duties.
More than 19,000 aids to naviga-
tion along the coasts of the Unit-
ed States—including lighthouses,

shipa—are a:rvu:td Rmd ]"h'!
i ¢

tives of the Coast Guz.n‘iw];‘t:xt:rl -
pate in international conferences
dealing with maritime affaira,
Customs regulations and unfon
laws must be mfm‘;d, and ships®
equipment must in L
Day in and day out, :hem
Seates Coasm Guard is at work—

helping to make the seas sdfer
for the commerce of all nationa.
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Answers MNWM

(1) The Echo sounding does

ne< bring to the surface a

sample of the sea’s bed, as
s the “zrming” in the

base of a deep sea lead.

. (2) The common lead kine is

marked with calico, cloth,
and bunting in order chat
the difference might be felt
L when too dark to see, and
the marks thus be recog-
nised,

(3) According to Captain W.
B. Whaﬁ.

in “Todd and
Whall's Seamanship™
“"More scaman have lost
their lives in stowing the
b than in scowing all the
rest of a ship’s sails put to-
gether: am:roftcn has life
been sacrificed in stowing
this sail when really there
was no necessity for doing
0.

(%) The German name for the

“snort” is “Schnorkel™ It
is a hollow tube whose
function is to provide pas-
sage for fresh air into the
submarine and for cxhaust
gases and stale air from the
vessel, thus allowing it to
remain submerged for long
periods,

(%) The “Monarch of Bermuoda”

will become the "New Aus-
tralia.”

(6) The Master of the "War-

| -

tah,” lost without a b:nce
on passage from Durban to
Cape Town, was Captain
Ilbery:  Captain  Fryam,
who wan Master of the
“Bruasels,” was shot by the
Cermans  when captured
during the I914-8 war,
becavse he had previously
fought German submarines
when attacked by them:
the best-known Master of
the famous clipper “Cuty
Sark,™ was Captain Wood-

.get; Captain Kendall, when
%ha«r of the “Montrose™,
sent the wircless message
which led to the arrest of
Crippen:  the Master of
the “Titanic™ on her ill-
fated maiden voyage, was
Captain Smith,

(7) The "CJS." got her name

from the initials of  her
owners, Charles Jacobs and
Sona.

(8) The "Queen Mary” made

six  wartime
Australia,

voyages to

(9):The Brothers are in the
Re

d Sea; The Mother, and
North and South Daughter,
are -mountuns overlooking
Simpsof Harbour, Rabaul;
The Seven Sisters are a line
of chalk ciiffs on the South
coast of England: Father
Point is just below Rimou-
ski, on the South bank of
the river in the estuary of
the St. Lawrence.

(10) H.M.8. "Prnce of Wales,"

sunk by Japanese air attack
of Malaya, 10th. Decemb-
er, 1941,

A. BAGLEY & SON
211-213 BEAMISH ST.,
CAMPSIE.
N.S.W.

The largest and most
up-to-date Shoe Store
in the district was
establisbed By us in
1920,
a
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IN

MEN OF
STAMINA

LORD NELSON

1758-1805

CLOTHES

ol od fig
e ¢
HIS autobiography NELSON wrote “Jlﬁ‘iculuet and dangers do but ('l usaoev ('IOth
mcr:ase my desire of attempting them.” , . . This son of a clergvman,
by his personal courage and perses crancc, rose to the very pinnacle
of naval fame. . . .. He is considered to be the greatest sailor of all time. . . . . His

men loved him f(or he treated them as men. Fighting fearlessly for England,
he lost his right eye, later his right arm, hut nothing could daunt him
Froin boyhood he enjoyed onlv indiffcrcnt health, ., .. ... Ar
Trafalgar he finally crushed the sea-power of his country’s encemies,

but was mortally wounded in the hour of victory. . . . The

secret of his amazing stamina was his utter devotion to duty.
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TUBES & BRASS WIRE
KNOX SCHLAPP PTY. LTD.

WIRE & CABLES

BRITISH INSULATED
CAL LENDT'-?_I;! .CABLES

Collins Houze, Melbourne
84 Williem 54., Melbourne
Kembla Building, Sydacy 44 Margsres 52, Sydney
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ZINC
Without this essential metal there would be
NO GALVANIZED PRODUCTS and
NO BRASS.

ZINC is also used extersively in lead-free PAINTS and in DIE CASTING and is a basic require-
ment for many industries.

High-grade ZINC is preduced in Australia, uting zinc concenirste from Broken Hilll N.S.W., and
from Rosebery, Tasmania, and electric power genersted by the Hydro.Hectric Commirdon of
Tasmania.

Sole Australian producers

ELECTROLYTIC ZINC COY. of AUSTRALASIA Ltd.

Head Offica — 360 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNME
Works — RISDON, TASMANIA
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e NAVY For NExT monTH

F‘ROM the materizl we have in hand it looks as though the
April issue of “The Navy™ will be a goed one, with 2
wide variety of subject maiter to suit a variety of rastes,
Among the articles in hand for April and forthcoming issues
are:

DIRTY BUT HAPPY DAYS

In which a contributor whose work has been read in
previous issues of “The Navy"™—Captain H. V. Wamer—
tells of lifc in the forecastle of & North Sex Collier.

L. THDUSTRIAL expanson m Whyalls, S.A., ia dearly illustrated in this

Whya”a - AUS'I'rallﬂ S £ serial phatograph showing the Broken Hill Proprietary's shipyard and
. !h'l:l:chfmm rj:m {“I;:h)‘;' The photograph wa uﬁ;n prio:“::) the

H ing o s “Irop Youmpi” {seen in the centre foregro on
Progr055|ve Shlpyard September 1, 1947, Four shipe of ﬁfa. 12,500-ton ore-carrying type m!l;
be buift. The yard han completed nixteen vemels to date. For ambitiows

inog young A L leadid epportunities lor

ative employment exim at Whyalla.

THE OVERLAND ROUTE

This year is the hundredth znniversary of the death of
the pioneer of the Overland Route which did se much 1o
shorten the distance between East and West before the days
of the Suex Canal. Lieutenant Thomas Waghom, BLN., who
blazed the modern Red Sez Route, died on 7th, Jamuary,
1850, and 2n article in the forthcoming issue of "The Navy™
tells something of him and his work,

RM.S. “STRATHNAVER”

In our series of articles on Merchant Ships which are
either new to the Australian trzde or are returning to it
after war service, RMS, “Strathnaver"—whose pre-war
three funnels have been reduced w a ~war one—makes
her appearance; and an article on her will be published in
the April issue.

"DULUX"* The durable finish

=, for all types of marine craft

“Dhdux” is the long wearing and durable
synthetic 6nish, particularly suitable foe all
wood and metal sarfaces. The extra durability
and toughness of “Dulux” are largely due 10

g the “Dulux" film. This gives extra wear snd
e resistance to damage, “Dufux” will not Bake or
TEe e chip and is highly resistant to moisture.
“Dulux" does not brittle like oedinary finishes,
flows on easily, dries quickly and is easy to
keep clean.

THE INTER SERVICE SPORTS

The Inter-Service Sports will take place at the end of
this month in Sydney, and in the forthcoming issue of “The
Navy™ we hope to give you a good cover, in picture
and story, of the events in which representatives of the Navy,
Army and Air Porce will take part,

GENERAL

And all the usual features: Anniversaries of the Month.
—the final series; What the Navy is Doing; Fiction: Mari-
time and Naval News of the Word: and cthe latest from the
Navy League and Ex-Naval Men's Amociation.

It is regretied that “Dulux” is in shoet supply
at peesent due to vitl raw materials being

unobtainable.
ORDER YOUR APRIL ISSUE OF “THE NAVY" NOW|
THE SYNTHETIC FINISH A Product of British Australien Lead Manufac-
Spersades Enamaly b Yornlshe turers Pty. Lsd, Sydﬂcy, Melboume, AAGIMG.
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ENRICHES ALL GRAVIES /.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

“N™ CLASS DESTROYERS
Sir,
Could you please inform me of
the armament, cpeed and to!
and fates of our "N Class
stroyers  "Napier, - “'Nmm
“Norman," N:pal," and “Nes-
tor™? Could you alsc et me have
a list giving tonnage, armament
and speed of the cruisers of Brit-
ain and the Dominions?
Yours, etc.
David Wikdon,
2 Brent Street,

The § N.S.W,

ve destroyers of the “N™
Clags which were made available
for manning by the Royal Aus
tralan Navy and were classed 21
HM.AS. Ships during the war
were of the following particu-
lae:  Displacement, 1,690 tona:
Complement, 183; Length, 348
feet; Breadth, 3 feet; Draft, 9
feet, Guna, six 4.7- mch, one. 4
inch AA, six amaller; Torpedo
Tubes, five 21 -inch;  Speed, 36
Knots, HM.AS. "'Neﬂ:or“Com»
mander A. 5. Rosenthal, D.5.0,
and Bar, RAN, way sunk by
bombs dunng an enemy air at-
tack in the Bastern Mediterran-
ean on 19th. June, 1942, while
on Malta convoy operabom The
remaining four ships survived the
war, and subsequent to it were
returned to Admiralty.

Your second request 10 a bit of
2 contract. Space does not per-
mit it  being answered in full;
but following are the Classes and
Numbers in each clags of British
and Dominiona truisers during
the war, which may be of help
to you. Particelars are gaven in
the following order: Tonnage,
Main Armament, Speed. “Ad-
elaide 1 ship; %,100 tona: eight
Ginch, three 4-inch guns; 254
know.  “Arethwa” Clas, Four
ships: “Arethun,“ “Galates,”
“Penclope,” “Auwron™: 5270
tons; six Ginch, etght 4inch
guna;, six 2l-inch torpedo tubes;

mmim.lm

32.25 knots. “Caledon™ Class,
Three ships—"Caledon,” * “Cal-
ypso™, "“Caradee™; 4,1B0 tone;
five G-inch, two 3-dnch guns;
c;ght 2l-inch torpedo tubes; 29
s ff‘gm”‘”“’“ o
lp— " L m L]
rdiff™; 4,200 tons;

five 6—1nch two 3-inch guns; u'ght
2l-inch wrpedo tubes; 29 knots.
“Carlisle” Class, Four ships—
“Casisle,” “Cams,” "“Curacao,”
“Caleutta™; 4,200 tons; eight 4-
inch AJA. onk mul'uplc pomn
gm 29 knots. “Coventry”
Two shipe—"Coventry,”
“Curdew™; 4,290 tons: ten 4-
inch A A ; 1 maltiple pom pom;
29 knots. “Dido” , Twelve
ships —* Dido ",  * Buryalu,"
“Naiad", “Cleopatra,” “Bonaven-
" “Hermione,” “Charybdis,”
“Sirius,” “Argonawt,” "Spartan®,
“Phoebe™, “Scylla™; %450 tons;

ten 1.2Y-inch guns, wix 21-inch

l::lu:.rpe‘:lu:nl;:ul:n:l: 32 knots. “Dido™
as, later ships, Four ships—
“Bellona”, “Diadem”, “Black
Prince”, "Royalist™; 5,770 tons;
cight 7.27-inch guna; six 2l-inch
torpedo tubea: 33 knots. “Dor-
setshire™ Clis, Two  ships—
“Dorsetshire™, “Norfolk™; 9975
tons: eight 8-nch, eight 4-inch
gund;  eight 2l-inch

tubes: 3227 knots. “Daun

medc" “Dragen™:
#x 6-mc.h. three anh gun;
twelve 21-inch torpedo tubes; 29
knots, “Edinburgh™ Class, Two
shipa—"Edinburgh”, “Belfant™;
10,000 tona; twelve Ginch,
twelve 4inch guna; gix 21-inch
torpedo tubes; 32.5 knots. “Em-
erald” Che, Two shipp—"Em-
erald”, “Enterprise™. 7,550 tons:
seven Geinch, five 4inch gune;
sixteen 21-inch torpedo tubes; 32
knots. “Exeter™, 1 ship; 8,390
tons; s&ix 8inch, eight 4-inch
guns; #ix 2l-inch torpedo tubes;
32 knots. “Fiji" Clase, Bight lhip‘

L
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PTY. LTD.
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITORS

«-"Fiji", “Gambiz”, “Bermuda”,
“hmaicz”, “Maunties”, “Trini-
dad”, “Kenyz", "Nigeria"; 8,000
tons; twelve &-inch, cight 4-inch
guns; six 21-inch torpedo tubes;
33 knots. “Hawkins” Class,
Three ships, “Hawkins™, “Fro-
bisher”, “Efingham™; 9,860 tons:
seven 7.5-inch, four 4-inch guns;
four 2b-inch torpedo tubes: 30
knots. “Kent” Class, Seven ships
—"Kent", “Berwick"”, “Cumber-
land™, “Australiz”, “Canberra”,
“Cornwall™, "Suffolk™; 10,000
tons; eight 8-inch, cight 4-inch
guns; 315 knots. “Leander™
Clags, Eight ships—"Leander”,
“Sydney”, “Neptune™, "Ajax”,
“Orion”, “Hobart", “Achitles”,
“Perth™; 7,270 tons; eight &
inch, eight 4-inch guns; eight 21
inch torpedo tubes: 125 knots.
“London™ Class, Pour ships—
“London™, “Devonshire™, “Sus-
sex”, “Shropshire™; 9,850 tons;
eight 8-inch, eight 4-inch guns:
eight 2 l-inch torpedo tubes; 32.2%
knots,  “Southampton™ Class,
Eight ships — " Southampton ",
“Glowcester™, “Glasgow™, “Birm-
ingham”, "Sheflield”, “Manches-
ter”, “Newcastle™, “Liverpool™:
2,100 tons; twelve &inch, eight
4-inch guns: six 2i-inch torpedo
tubes; 32 knows, “Swiftsure”,
One ship; 8,000 tons; nine &
inch, ten 4-inch guns: six 21-
inch torpedo tubes; 315 knots,
“Uganda” Class, Three ships—
“Uganda"; * Newfoundiand ™,
“Ceylon™; 8,000 tons; nine 6-
inch, eight 4-inch guns; six 21-
inch torpedo tubes; 31,5 knots.
“York,” One ship: 8250 tons;
six B-inch, eight 4-inch guns: six
214nch  torpeds tubes;  32.35

knots.
Ed., “The Nawy™
SIGNAL FLAGS.

ir,

I would like to a8k a question
in relation to signal flags. 1 have
watched with  intere many
merchant shipe leaving Port Jack-

™ MNawy

lwnandlhavewucad’ that when

the shipa are leaving they fly the
Pilst Aboard flag (H in the In-
ternational Cede) and next to i
they fly the Numeral Pendant No.
I. What is the reason for their
Bying the Pendant? 1 notice that
some fly the Pendant only, and
not the Pilot Phag. Would you
please answer through your ex-
cellent journal?

Yours, etc.,

Eric Jehan,

Mintg, N.S.W.

Thank you for your letter. The

Pendant is to indicate the channel
by which the vessel is lraving the
harbour. When flown without
the Pilot Flag it indicates that no
pilot is on board, the vessel's
master being cxempt from pilot-

age.
Ed., “The Navy™.
THE NAVY LEAGUE
Sir,

I 2m Sfteen years of age and
hope to join the Navy in the near
future, With this in wview, I
would be grateful if you would
send me particulzzs as 1o how I
may join the Navy League, zlso
the address of the nearest branch
o the zbove address, Since my
arrival here from England in
August, 1948, I have been a reg-
vlar reader of “The Navy,” which
1 think is 2 very Gne publication.

' Yours, etc.,
C. Arthur Meill,
1% The Crescent,
Vaucluse, Sydney.

Thank you for your letter, and
for your pleasant remarks. If you
write, or telephone, to the Secre-
ry of the Navy League, N.5.W.
Branch, he will, I am sure, be
happy 1o help you. The_Secre-
tary is Captain W. W. Beale,
O.B.E., 2nd the address is The
MNavy League (New South
Wales Branch), Royal Exchange
Building, Bridge Street, Sydney.
Telephone BU5808. Capeuin
Beale would be able ta tell you
to whom to zpply for entry into
the Navy League Sex Cadets,
should you wish to join, and the
nezrest Company %0 your home.

Ed., "The Navy.”

March, 1990
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THE ROOTS OF SEAPOWER

A recent statement issued from the Office of the
+ RChief of Naval lnformation, Admirzfty, has
in it an echo from the past. The statement i that
“The First Lord of the Admirzlty, Viscount Hall,
met the President and the full Executive Commit-
tee of the Confrderavion of Shipbuilding and En-
gineering Unions on January i9th. to discuss the
present situation in the shipbuilding and ship re-
pairing industries and the future prospects in these
industrics.” The very full discussion of the prob-
lems faciog the ship yards in this country over
the last few months suggest that the post-war
boom is coming to an end; that leewsy has been
made up in butlding up depleted merchant fleets,
and that lezn times may lie ahead. 1o “Maritime
News of the World™ in “The Navy™ of January
this year, it was remarked that during the calendar
years §946, 1947, and 1948, orders accepted by
British shipbuilding firms towlled 1,516,000 tons,
1,814,000 tons, and 1,345,000 tons respectively:
but that at the end of 1948 orders in hand in
British yards had fallen to 400,000 wons, Though

many shipbuilders had orders on thew books suf-
ficient to kecp their yards sadsfactorily employed
for some cightcen months to two years, beyond
that “the outlook is regarded 2s grievously un-
certain.”

There are 2 number of rezsons for this falling

off in orders and in prospects.  As said zbove,
much leeway has been made up in the restoration
of depleted merchant Beets. In addition to that,
shipbuilding is getting on its feet in other coun-
tries—Germany, for instance, has been under-
quoting British, and other Contincntal yards, in
recent months. And no large-scale naval ship-
building 12 1n progress or in view in Britzin,

The eche from the past lies in the resemblance
between the picture of Union repres:ntatives of
the shipbuilding industry calling on the Firat Lord,
and leaders of industry calling on the Controller
of the Navy, in similar circoumatances, in the years
after the 1914-18 war. Lord Chatheld teils of
those earlier circumstances in his book “It Might
Happen Again.”

Ship building was at 2 low ebb, and the posi-
tion of the private industries that depended upon
ahépbuilding for their existence was unfortunate
indeed. 'l almost dreaded to hear the step of
those leaders of industry on the staircase outside
my room, coming to plead for my help, I had
never aught but coid comfort for them. One

Tha Mevy

grzat firm after another went bankrupt, or near to
it; wvital plant wasr «en and lost to our de-
fence potential: other frms had to reconstruct
and revalue their shares, bringing ruin to many
people.”

Lord Chatfield, in his book, czlls those grea
private firms, the dockyards, the shipbuilding in-
dustry, on whom in emergency our guns, our
armour and our naval instruments depended, our
highly skilled labour in vital factories, “the very
roots on which the Future life of the oee de-
pended.” They cre just 2s much roow today. And
it is to be hoped that the lessons of the past have
been learned suficiently well to ensure that they
will be nurtured as such.

BERMUDA NAVAL BASE

THE fact that early in January a strong Admir-
alty deiegation headed by the Parlameotary
Secretary went to Bermuda to “discuss certain
proposals affecting the future of the naval estab-
lishments in the Colony™—including the possibil-
ity of closing the naval dockyard there—is 2 sign
of the times, and an example of the changes that
time brings. Time was when the West Indies
Station was onc of the most important in the
British navzl scene. Not only did the islands—
and the bases they offered—lie athwart Spain's
American empire, making them valuzble indeed
in the pattern of sea power, but licer their own
commerce was for a while one of the richest
sources in British trade. “In §800," says Lucy
Horsfall in "Trade Winds,” “the trade with the
West Indies was still the most important of afi
colonial commerce, both because it was worth
more than any other and because it conformed so
strictly to the idcas of mescantlism, Most of the
money made in the sugir trade was spent in
Great Briain; the voyzge was suimble for the
training of acamen; the trade left a favourzbie
balance in Britain's hands: and was complement-
ary to the British system, producing what was
needed at home, and consuming manufactures ex-
ported.”

The expression “Rich 25 2 West Indian™ was
current in England. George 1II., pasting a hand-
some carrizge with outriders in livery belonging
o a Jamzica merchant, exclaimed, “Sugar’ sugar,
ch?—zll chat sugar! How are the duties, ch Pite,
how are the dutiea?™

But those days passed, and with them the im-
portance of the Wesy Indies. Various factors con-
tributed. The rise of the southern dominions; the
development of British tade with countries out
side the bonds of Empire; the emergence of the
United Statez of America; and lzst, but not least,
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the emancipation of oade—and of the King's
Ships—from the tyranny, beneficient and other-
wise, of the winds. If the decismion to close the
Bermuda dockyard—Britin's only naval base in
the western Atlantic—is reached, there is, we are
told, no intention of reducing the strength of the
America and West Indics Squadron; but it will
be based in Brimin instead of Bermuda. That ia
2 possibility which mechanical propulsion has
brought with it.

Because of that; because of the change in the
srategical sitvation in the Western Adande; it
would aeem that Bermudz 2s 2 British naval basc
has oudived its importance, if not its uscfuloess,
Indeed, Mr. Churchill put the mateer fairly when,
writing of the decision to offer the United States
bases in the West Indian islands and Bermuda, he
wrote: “The strategic value of these islande count-
cd only against the United Staces, They were, in
the old days, the stepping-stone by which America
could be attacked from Europe or from England,
Now, with air-power, it was 2l the more import-
ant for American safety that they should be in
friendly hands, or in their own . . . it scemed o
me and to my colleagues that it was an acrual ad-
vantage t¢ have these bases in American hands.
I therefore did not look upon the quession from
any narrow British point of vigw." .

"DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC SERVICE"

ON the 16th. of kst month Mr. A R
WNarnkervis, formerly Sccretary of the Depart-
ment of the Navy, retired 2fter 18 years service
in the Department, eleven of which were speat
in the onerous ofbice of Secretary., To be Secre-
tary of 2 large and important Service Department
is po sinecure. He who occupies the important
post has dutics—ic the successive Ministers and
the Governments they represent, and to the Ser
vice itself—oshich might easiy be n opposition,
and which in their best fuifilment call for clear
and courageous thinking and honesty of purpose.
Ax its civil head, Mr, Nankervis steered his De-
partment through the trying days of the war with
an unfziling ecxercise of those auribures. “The
Nawy™ wishes him, in his embarking on a well-
e;m:ld vetirement, healthy, happy, and busy years
aneagd.

‘The Navy’
is Your Guide
to Naval AHairs"®




The “Dulphic” on har trials; « pictura illuiiraling har fina Gnas and hundioms profile.

THE CARGO LINER "DELPHIC"

Times Have Changed Since Kipling Wrote ‘The Liner She's A Lady";

As The “'Delphic® And Other British Modern Carge Carriers Show.

DO you reznember  Captain
MacWhirr in Conrad's “Ty-
phoon”? When the “Nan-Shan™
wzs 3 new ship, znd her builders
wanted 2 Master to take her out
to the China Coast for delivery to
her owners, Messrs. Sigg and Son
of Siam, the senior partner of the
building firm sent for MacWhirr,
and gave him the job. The two
partners and MacWhirr went over
the ship together, MacWhirr bein
told that they had recommen
him to Sigg and Son, and that he
would probably be kept in com-
mand when he delivered the ship.

““You'll be able 1o boast of
being in charge of the handiest
boat of her size on the Coust of
China, Capeain' ™ the junior part-
ner told him,

* “Thank'ee’, mumbled vaguely
MacWhirr, o whom the view of
a distant eventuality could appeal
no more than the bezuty of 2 wide
landscape to a purblind tourist:
and his cyes hapyening to he 2t
the moment at rest upon the tock
of the cabin deor, hie walked up to
it, full of pur , and began to
rattle the handle vigoroudy, while
he obeerved, in his low,
voice, ‘You can't trust the work-
men nowadays. A brand new lock,
and it won't act at all. Stuck fast.
See? See? ™

The writer of these notes was
reminded of Captain MazcWhier
and his cabin door handle when

[}

he was walking round Shaw Sa-
vill'y new "“Delphic” on her maiden
voyage in Melbourne recently, and
his guide, the ship's Master, Cap-
tain Robert Ireland, drew his a2t
tention to the lock on the cabin
door, "Just look at the frungs on
her,” he said, "Solid and good.
There's not a shoddy thing 1n her.”
And in doing this, Captzin Ire-
lznd sounded the right note for
this newcomer to the United:
Kingdom-Australia trade.

The "Delphic” maintzins the
high standard of the new ships
that Beitain (s building, and i3 a
fine example of a vessel built for
cargo carrying only. A product of
the yard of Hawthorn Leslie at
Hebburn on Tyne, she is the latest
word in ¢argo ships: 509 feet 6
inchea in length, of 63 feet 6 inches
moulded breadth, she is of 10,691
tons gross znd 6,216 nett tonnage,
and of 31 fect loaded draft.

Equipped with six hatches, she
iz insulated in all except Number
Six, and has 2 total inslated ca-
pacity of 11,004 tons at 40 cubic
feet to the ton: and can load
143,052 carcases of famb =zt 13
carcases to the cubic ton.

She is, 28 the zccompanying pho-
tographe show, a handsome ship.
In the profle picture she iy shown
when on her trials as 2 light ship,
s? hdcm something of :h}:y balance
of her proportions as appear
when loaded is lot; but even

By Reuben Ramu;.

the agreeable run of her lines can
be appreciated. From the picture
of her launching something of the
fineness of her entry can be seen.
It is such that she is able ta main-
tain 2 good service speed in head
weather,

“Running down the Indian
Ocean from Guardalui to Pre-
mantle,” s2id Capuzin Ireland, “we
had head weather for days on end,
and that usually siows a motor
ship up considerably, but we kept
a2 steady speed, and did the run
out from the United Kingdom to
Premantle in 23 days and some
odd hours. And she hasn't been
Tull out yer.”

She hags a nice clezn profile. As
originally designed she Ead 3 pair
of Samson posts on the forecastle
head, which were actually built
into her—they can be seen loom-
ing over the bows in the launch-
ing picture, But these were ~emov-
ed before she was finally completed,
and their absence is certzinly an
improvement in  appearance, be-
sides giving better visibility from
the bridge,

She has the plain bridge frone
which iy becoming familiar nowa-
diys. Onc mast—the foremast—
with the derricks for the forward
holds, and with a heavy-lift der-
rick; the other holds being served
by derricks on Samson posts, of
which the ship has six pairs, The
funnel s streamlined ellipaical,

The “Dalphic” ul har luvnchisg. Tha

Samion poth on the Yorses hand—

—taan ovai the bowi—wsta  ramoved
balora the war campleted.

and leads the eye zlong to the
steps down Lo ship's  cryiser
stermn.

The navigadng bridge is com-
pletely enclosed, with wide-vision
windows and ample mechanical
“windscreen  wiper”  provision.
Steering is both telemotor hand
gear, and gyroscope  automatic,
Eagine room telegraphs are elec-
tric, There are both vigual and re-
vorder echo-sounding equipment;
and safety devices include 2 fire-
tcllezle on the bridge which re-
cords from every compartment in
the ship, enabling instant action to
be taken to choke the fire at it
source. Provieon is made for radar,
but the ship is not yet hitted, await-
g z mew type which was just
coming out when she left on her
maiden voyage, Of her four life-
hoats, one is motor-powered.

A twin-screw vessel, "Delphic”
is powered by single zcting Doy
ford apposed piston motor enginea,
snd can maintain 2 service speed
of 17 knots on an average con-
sumption of 35 tons of diesel fuel,

Accommodation throughout i
firse class, and would be an eye-
opener to the merchant sailor of
only a decade.age. The Master
and Chief Engineer have tach yn-

The Mavy L Murch, 1980

usually roomy dayrooms, bed:
rooms—with not bunke—
and bathrooms. Officers’ and en-
gineers' rooms keep to the standard
+thus set; and the ship’s cadets are
tach housed in single-berth rooms,
with zll the amenities including
hot and cold running water. Pesy
officers have single berth rooms,
and zatings are in double-berth
rooms, similzrly equipped. The
Master, of ficers and engineers dine
in the one dining szloon in the
bridge structure; petty officers
have their own mess room, and so
have the ratings. In zddition, of-
ficess, eagineers, and ratings have
lazge and completely equipped re-
ereation rcoms, with buile-in wire-
less~-which is also 2 feature of the
Master's zoom and some others—
and,. in the ratings' recreation
room, facilities for playing darts,
pingpong, and other games,
Picture shows are held on board.
Bathing facilities are excellent; and
laundry faclities are provided for
crew, with Bendix washing,
vinsing and drying machines. All
auxiliaries—including cargo  win-
ches—are clectric; and the ship
has an electric galley, fully equip-
ped with electric mixing machines
cte. The ship—including the na-

vigating ‘bridge—is air-conditioned.

"Dcnﬁnhic‘a ‘Master, Captain
Robert Goodman Ireland, is justly

roud of his tatest command, A
gcouman. hailing originally from
Wick tn Caithness, he served his
time in the Moor Line of tramp
steamers. Later joining Milburn's
of Newcantle, he attzined 1o com-
mand in that Company at the
early age of 27 years. He has
been with Shaw Sawll's for 32
years, having joined the Company
as an officer in 1918, and is now
one of the senior Masters.

The ship’s Chief Engineer is
also, as his name implies, 2 Seot,
and another Robert—Robert Me-
Alister MeCallum.  Commenti
on the fact that z coal-burner :ﬁ
the size of "Delphic” would have
had 3 stokehold crowd of round
about 30, he remarked that the
“Delphic” ¢can maintain an aver-
age of 17 knots with 2 watch of
three greasers; so that her engine-
reom complement is nine greasers,
a donkeyman 2nd storckeeper, and
16 engineers.

To that extent times have chang-
ed. But in the excellence of Beiti
shipbuilding -they remain 25 in the
past, and “Delphic” in 2 fine exam-
ple of that eacellence.

A yat of tha “Delphie’s” Dorford 1ingla asking. op,
srasted In tha saginesring shop ot

be h
h]l::';,. molor smghean,



HER MAJESTY'S QUEENSLAND SHIPS

“GAYUNDAH" AND "RIP* HAYE A RECORD OF SERVICE WHICH MERITS

RECOGNITION
STILL afiopt and earning their

fiving in Australian ports
are two &3-year old ships, among
the few survivors of those homely
little *navies” which had an im-
portant part in the launching of
the greater, more zloof service now
guarding Austraba’s seaways,

In their day “Gayundah™ and
“"Paluma™ were the mainstays of
the Queensland Marine Defence
Poree, which, as composed, had s
genesis in Sir William Jervois' re-
port to the State Government,
submitted in Aprid, 1382, Later in
the year the Mcllwraith admims
tration moved a vote which in-
cluded £60,000 for the purchase of
two pgun vessels. An  opposing
amendment was heavily defeated,
and in debate it was emphasised
that the absence of naval defence
against even auwmliary warships
might cost the colony much more
than the sum involved.

A colony of 240,000 people,
with annual revenue of just over
two million pounds, was thus com-
mitied 1o expenditure of a type
which wealthier groups had hesit-
ated to I.lndertaEe, The cost of
maintaining the force in its Arst
complete year of existence was
over £11.000, and with develop-

mental works such as railway cons-
truction urgently needed, the ini-
tial decision could have been no
casy one.

“Gayendah” and “Paluma™
(zboriginal “Thunder” and “Light-
g’y were built at the famous
Elswick Works, and both vessels
ran trials on Sept. 16, 18384, ar-
taining a speed of 10.5 knots. They
were sister ships, very similar to
the Victorian “Albert”, and with
3 family resemblance to H.M.S.
“Excellent™ {ex “Handy™), which
gave her name to Whale lsland,
and was one of the few “fat-iron™
gunboats whach enlivened the early
Belgian coast bombardments of
1914, The Queensland ships had
a displacement of 360 tons, with
dimensions 120" x 26’ x 9.5. Each
was propelled by twin-screw com-
pound engines of 400 ih.p. giving
2 designed maximum speed of 10
knots.

Looking at her today, it is dif-
ficult to realize that “Gayundah's”
small hull carricd relatively heavy
armament. Porward was an 8-in.,
16 <al., B.L. gun firing 2 projectile
of 180 Tbs., and right aft a &in.,
316 cal, BL. (Mark V). Smaller
weapons comprised two  1.5-in.
Nordenfeldts (with mountings for

" The Edward Straat matrance of tha tormer Navel Stafl Offlcs, Quesmband Marina
Defence Force. now uved by Hwe Aaident Mevel Officar. Britbuna.
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by K. F. Coidweli

two more); 2 1-in  (four-barrel)
and 2 14.5in, {five-barre)) Norden-
feldt m.g. “Paluma™, when armed,
bhad twe 34in., 24 won BL. for-
ward, and one &in.  aft.  with
smaller armzment. In both ships
the aft gun was replaced by a 4.7
QF., in 1899 and I90L. respect-
ively, and secondary armament was
improved.

The other purely naval vessels
of the force were the galvamised
steel rorpedo-boat “Mosquite™ (33
tons displ.) armed with 14" tor-
pedoes; steam picket boat “Midge,.”
armed and fited with rorpedo
dropping gear; and the 65-ton
steam vessel “"Miner”, buift in
Brisbane as a submarine mining
tender. Auxiliaries were the arm-
ed tug and tender "Outer”, carry-
ing a 3<in. BL. forward, and the
steam hopper barges “Bonite™,
“Stingaree’,, "Pumba”, “Dolphin”,
and “Bream”, which were Atted
similarly to "Otter”,

Tt is perhaps not surprising that
this somewhat varied collection has
at times been the subject of amus-
ed comment. Some have, however,
supposed that it was designed to
sal'l)y forth in line ahead 10 ex-
change broadsides wath an enemy
squadron. The armed Thopper
barges were in fact intended to
“cover” the “torpedo™ defences of
the smaller ports, & service remin-
iscent of the traditional role of the
gunboats of MNapoleonic days. Tt
was recognised that while zctions
with cegular squadrens must be
left to the BN, the defence of
ports against “raid and away”

rations attempied by single

ips might be possible with skil-
ful use of the gunboats and auxi-
liaries, backed, of course, by the
gunners of the Military Defence
Force,

"Gayundah™ left the Tyne on
Mov. 13, 1884, and azrrived in
Brisbane March 28, 1885, com-
manded by Capt . H. Townley
Wright RN. A cdntemporary
journalist found her a disappoini-

=? |

H ment mpz;cd to RN, ships he

had scen previously. He wrote of
“a two-masted vessel painted a
reyish colour with a dirty yellow
unnel . .. an excessively ugly craft
inside and out™ but admitted that
“ghe may turn out of considerable
service in time of war”

Before she left England, the Pre-
mier, Mr. 5. W. Griffiths, offered
to place the vessel at the disposal
of the Admiralty, to receive orders
from the Flag Officer commanding
the Austrzlian Seation, with the
understanding that in normal times
she would be on hand for the re-
servists' training periods, and at
all times manned and maintained
at Queensland’s expense. Governor
Sir A. Musgrave, in passing on
this offer, expressed a hopt that
similar ac‘linnli‘yy all colonies would
lezd to active co-operation which
could be a basis for future Federa-
uon. In Sept., (886, Admiral
Tryon, on the Australia Station,
forwarded to Brisbane the warrant
entithing HM.QJS. “Gayundah™
to fiy the White Ensign and Pen-
dant of HM. Fleet—z privilege,
the Premier stated, thus granted
for the frs ume to 3 Colonial
ship.

“Paluma”™, which arpved in
May, 1885, under L. Richards R.
N., had bezn lent to the Admiralty
for 10 years, to carry out survey
work in North Austrzlian waters.
Por this period she carried no
armament, being modibed to pro-
vide space for hydrographic staff.
She attained some prominence dur
ing the Brishane flood of 189}
Being then under refit, she was
moved 1o what was thought a safer
anchorage, close by the cast side
of Gardens Point, but che ferce
currents stranded her in the Bo-
tanical Gardens, where she re-
mained, high and dry, when the
viver receded. A second, though
smaller fAood fortunately provided
sufficient depth for “Paluma™ to
be towed after many hours’
cfforts.

While “"Gayundzh™ was not far
on her voyage out, a spontaneous
mecting of citizens proposed the
formation of a volunteer naval or-
Eaniaation. and, soon after this, of-

cial ction was taken to enkist 2
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Naval Brigade with initial estab-
lishment of- 200. The frst drill 'was
held on Jan. 23, 1835—rather an
indication of the directness with
which such matters were then ap
roached—and the hrst Training

ficer was Le. Walion Drake R.
N., formerly lst. Liewt. of HM.5
“Wolverene”, who later, in 1392,
became 5.N.O., QMDF Ve
lunteer establishments at Mary-
borough, Bundaberg, Rockhamp-
ton, Mackay, Townsville, Cairns
and Thursday Island received re
gular visits from “Gayundah,”
which would embark each port's
reservists for sea training and gun-
nery exercises. At these ponts the
instructor would usuzlly be a Com-
missioned Gunner,

In Brisbane, the MNaval Stores,
which still exist in disrepair ar
Kangaroo Point, embodied 2z gun
battery, torpedo workshop, and re-
pair facilities, and in this way
ample means for training were
avaitable at no great distance from
volunteers' places of employment.
[t is pertinent to mention that
many reservists were in the first
place officers or seamen of Qid.
Govt. steamers, so that the decision
to arm "Ouer” and other auxi-
liaries meant that the nueleus of 2
naval crew would always be in,
and familiar with, these vessels.

The press has left us some co-
lourfyl descriptions of the “com-
bined operations™ of those days,

such as the events of Aprl 24,
Military Defence

1836, when

Force units, detailed as  “enemy
troopa landed near Cleveland?, at-
tacked itions at Lytton, near
the Brisg::e River mowth. In sup-
port were “Oter” (Lt. Douglas)
and “Gayundah™ {Cape. Wright).
The gunboat opened with her 8"
gun at 8OO yds. and, a5 she ap-
proached more closely, the fort re-
plied with two 6" and two 64-
pounders, At 1000 yds. the ship's
stern gun joined in, and there was
“brisk hring” from both sides
as she ran past the defences, while
the invaders approached from the
landward side. A local legend, that
firng of "Gayundzh's” 8" piece
would cause her to go astern, was
yuite exaggerated, but attained the
longevity which is the prerogadve
of such legends.

Capr. Wright_and the Queens
land Cabinet "parted brass rags™
in a stormy interlude in October,
1888, in the course of which the
S5.N.0. humurously discussed the
practicability of opening fire on
Parlizment House. His successor
was Le. Prancis Pringle Taylor R.
N., who carried on wntil Com-
mander Drake took over in 1892

Periods of financial erisis in the
middle ‘nineties caused 3 reduction
in the gunboats' activities, but
“Gayundah™ was in full commis-
sion agaip in 1898, and in 1900
enthusiasts in the force secured
the expenditure of £730 on W/T
equipment which enabled the ship,
in Moreton Bay, to maintain con-
tact with the Brisbane establish-

HM.Q5. "Gayundsh™ Tn hav original rig, ot moorngs In tha Brisbans Niver. The

twa main gumy are pleinky ress, shio

the Bghting top which was later discarded.



ment. Thia, the first successful
transmission from a British war-
ship on the Au:eralian mtio‘n(,:am
largely due to the support of Capt.
\:?ca, Cresawell, CM.G., the last
S5N.Q,, QMDE, wheee part in
the formaton and eady adminis-
tration of the RAN. is 30  well
known. His retirement i 1219
with a well-earned K.CM.G. and
ICB.E., and his subsequent promo-
tion t¢ Vice-Admiral, honourably
concluded many years of guidance
to Australizn navies.

Pederation now intervened, but
immediate handing-over was not
practicable, a2nd it was not unni
1904 that the ships' Queensland
Ensigns fluttered down for the
last time. The Maval Seaff Office
of the old Force now houses the
staf of the Resident Naval Of-
ficer, Brisbane. It is 3 moderately
ormamented  brick building in
Bdward 5t sdll owning an  air
of quiet distinction,

The old ships provided a use-
ful mezns for sea-training the com-
pulsory trainees of 1911 onwards,
and the members of the Nawl
Brigade formed a wvaluable nu-
cleus—the RANR. (M)—about
which the new organisation grew.
The Navy List of 1904 showed
that, of a rotal of 135 officers on
the active or unattached lists, 66
Bt;e. former officers of the Q.M.

In 191k, under command of
Comdr. G.AH. Curtis, "Gayun-
dah™ fred warning shots when
overhauling  poaching  Japanese
luggers in the Broome arez, and
towed the culprits to port for ap-
propriate action. Early in 1914 she
was taken in hand at Cockatoo
laland, where 2 bow of conven-
tional design altered her original
“fatviron™  silhouette, and the
heavy gun forward was eliminated.
::& 4, 1914, saw her steamin

from $dney to stand guar
in her obd haunts in Moreton Bay.
During the war she proved useful
as 2 guardship and patrol vessei in
several areas, and fnally an sea-
going tender to HM.AS. “Tin
gita,” bue her sister “Paluma™ was
sold to the Victorian Government.

191% brought the end "of Ga-

yundah's” naval career, and for

(3
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many years now she has been
without main engines, dredging
and carrying tons of graw.ﬁa
drab but useful duty. On Ocr, 15,
1930, feeling perhaps that she had
been w0 long out of the headlines,
she sank at %w.r moorings in Mil-
ton Reach. Lengthy obituaries duly
recorded her “hiting end”, but
“Gayundah,” having been sternl
recalled to duty, was soon at wor
again. Her sister, in Melbourne,
was more fortunate in retaining
her engines to carry out, as S5.5.
“Rip," many useful tasks for port
authorities.

“Mosquire” and “Midge” have
long since vanished, and "Otter™
s 2 hulk ar Maryborough, The
hopicr barges still plod about their
work, and old “"Miner™ has re-
cently been seen towing dumb
barges. As the writer turned over
the faded, bricile pages of 1885
newspapers in the Public Library
at Brishane, he had only to raise
his glance to see, through the win-
dow, the gray hull of “Gayun-
dah.” By the strange tricks of for-
tune, both the “excessively ugly
eraft” of which our disappointed
journalist wrote, are still with us,
while the graceful, black-white-
and-buff cruisers, which he had in
mind, have vanished from the
Australian scene as completely as
%mur{ty which they symbol-

Apart from their more obvious
contributions to the founding of
the R.A N, the colonial navies ked
their “ownera’” toward a sense of
responsibitity for their own naval
defence, and gave to many the ex-
perience of personal service in that
defence.

A graceful acknowledgment of
these aspects would be lﬁ,cm perpe-
tuation of appropriate ship-names
such as  “Protector,” “Paluma,™
“Cerberua™ ete., in seagoing war
ships. This alternative to the pre-
sent, largely geographical, system
of nomenclature might, it is fele,
be applied to some of the large
destroyers on order; thus to estab-
fish a continuity of tradition be-
rween the earlier eforts of amall
colonies and the fleet sent Forth by
2 united Commonwealth,

NAVY LHAGUE SBA
CADHTS

Band [nstruments Wanted

BOTH the Feootscray Technical
School, and the Black Rock
Companies of the Navy League Sea
Cadets in Victoria, are desirous of
forming bands, and are thercfore
on the lookout for baad instru-
ments. [t may be that a reader or
readers of “The MNavy” knows
someone whe has spare or un-
wanted instruments which  they
might be wlling to donate o one
or ather of these Sea Cades Com-
panies—or they might even have
some themselves,

S0 if there are any spare or
unwanted  ingtruments  about—
these Victorian Sea Cadets would
be very happy te have them. [f
you £zn help in any way, would
you be g enough [0 write Or
telephane the Secrery, the Navy
League {Victorian Branch), Ar-
nold House, 14 Queen Streee, Mei-
bourne, C.1. Telephone MB 1550.

THE STORY OF
HM.5 “AMETHYST”

The Navy League has  been
fortunzte in securing 3 number of
copies of 2 commemorative
produced by the London “Daily
Telegraph™ and  entitted “The
Glorious Story of HM.5. "Ame-
thyst' " in which the inspiring
story of the frigate’s dash down
the Yangtse Kung under fire is
recorded. OFf 24 pages, the book
is very fully illustrated and con-
tains some 4000 words of text,
and has 3 coloured illustration
colour.

The Na Le {Victorian
Branch) hl?l IEI;?;% number of
copiea for sale at 2/6d. plus post-
age; and all proceeds from the sale

go towarda the equipment of
the Navy League Sea Cadets,

Those wishing for a y of
this book—and it is a bock
to have—should write to The Sec-
retary, The Navy League, Vic-
torian Branch, Amaold House, 14
Queen Sereet, Melbousne, C.1.

Tha Mawy
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LIFE IN A BARRACKS

IN WHICH THE AUTHOR REMINISCENCES ON WARTIME EXPERIENCES IN
COLOMBO, A CITY OF TEEMING LIFE —IN YARIED FORMS

THE Barracks were highly im-
& pressive from the outside. The
enclosing wall fronting Darley
Road was high and ropped by
barbed wire entwined zboue sreel
spikes. With true naval thorough-
ness, jagged pglass was  lavishly
plastered down into the martar.
Armed sentries guarded both gare-
ways.

Banana thatched huts pn:;id;d
storercoms, and supplemented the
aleeping quarters. These cadjans
were far cooler to sleep in than
the permanent structures of solid
stone bocks two feet thick. The
sun heated them up duri:ﬁ the
day and the walls retained the
heat through to the next morning.
Anyone lucky enough to discover
2 vacant spot in the cadjans acted
swiftly. The finder raced away for
his gear and dumped it down in
the clear space to make certain
nobody else had 2 chance of filing
a claim. After that the lucky one
moved his bed across and complet-
ed the zppropriation.

The gr!:t thing 1 did at HMS
“Lanka™ was to draw a wooden
ct, In the storeroom where they
were issued we saw salt-caked dit-
ty boxes, and 1alfy bands from
the “MWestor.” [ wondered if the
owners had survived when the
“Nestar™ was lost. The cots were
a folding type that are so <om-
pact and comfortable, until they
collapse under you in the middic
of the night. M2ny a leg was jack-
knifed between the folding baes
and wooden slats.

As soon as we seitled in for
the night, some of the boys de
cided to break ship. They went
into Colombo on a sight-seeing
tour. Some of them ended wp at
Slave Igand, which was formerdy
used by the Dutch 28 2 settiement
wherein they confined their slaves.
But that was long Iﬁ Now it
has’ developed into the most no-

toripus red kight section of Colom:

. The inhabitants are direct
descendants of the original Ma-
layan slaves. They still cling to
the customs and characteristics of
their forefathers. It is not w be
wandered at that the Dutch kept
them segregated, if there was as
much disease there then as there is
now. )
To try and slecp i the main
barrack buildings was torture.
Same ratings snored theiz heads
off. Chaps would sneak back after
the fights were cut and cause dis-
turhances. Sometimes 2 bed came
crashing down and deposited a re-
cent sieeper on the hard floar. The
cursing of the unfortunate would
wake everyone within earshot. Nor
was it only the actions of humans
which discouraged slecp. There
were Tot enough mosquito nets 1o
go round. The danger of malaria
and dengue was always with us
Ten yarda behind the galleys fiow-
ed muddy Lake Beira. It swarmed
with countless thousands of squad-
rons of ancpheles. When exhaus
tion finally did bring sleep the
bugs began to wander. In the
moming each newcomer bocked as
if he were suffering 2 bad attack
of hives.

Every cot in the place was alive
with these vermin. We used o
thump the bedding on the concrete
floor until the bugs fell of. It gave
us the greatest of pleasore to
trample them underfoot. The beds
were placed in 2 bath of paraffin
and creosote, Even this drastic
treztment did not have much of 2-
fasting affect. The nexe morning
it was necessary to repeat the per
formance again, However, after
the first six montha the bugs de-
sisted from zttacking you in favour
of a more recent arrival,

There were many things to
counter-halance the discomforts we
had to endure, A host of tortoises

by Whaen P. Evam

came waddling ashore from the
lakd every night. They looked like
amphibious anks of war as they
engaged in deadly combat, They
had no fear of man and foraged
here and there for food. The
Buddhist refigion forbids the harm-
ing of living creatures, because of
their belief in the transmigration
of souls. The mricter adherents go
sc¢ far as to frown on the ex
termination of vermin.

A statue stood in an claborately
carved grotto at the front of the
sick bay. The central portion con-
tained a bronze casket in which
it is said the bones of a Portu-
guese monk repose.  Behind the
statue lived a tree rat. He was a
queer littde apimal rather like a
squirrel. When angry he puffed
up his bushy wil, In their wild
state they live in the palms. There
are three greews and brown atripes
on the body of the tree rat.”The
Sinhalese believe that these animals
heiped the wanderoo monkeys to
build the zrchipetago which all but
connects India with Ceylon. The
god Rama stroked the tiny animals
with three fingers of his nght hand
in recognition of the aid thqr had
given the monkeys. The imprint of
the three fingers can be seen clear-
ly marked on every one of them
to this day.

A few days after agving at St
Joseph Barracks I took over the
duties of an English supply petty:
officer who had finithed his time|
on the station. He was sorry to be
going and I could not make it out,
until I went on duty for the frst
time. It was the casimat job that
has ever come my way in peact
or war. We carried s2fe hand des

tches to various defence estabr
ishments, or picked up loads
furniture from the cabinet
works of Don Carchis & Sons.

Inside the factory sklled Sin-
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tradesmen  turned every
variety of Cepion timber
famiture. There was jak
wood, which varies in colour from
the bright yeliow of new timber

ready to be made into yoke poles
for bullock carts; baulks of heavy
kong were stacked in one corner;
there were also streaky picces of
ehony, weighing between scventy
and eighty-five pounds to the cubic
foot; then there was the white ant-
proof satin wood, which is a first
favourite with the craftsmen of
Ceylon,

1 was standing on the loading
ramp supervising the stacking of
cupboards one day when a2 com-
motion on the far side of a nearby
wall starded me. 1 jumped down
and ran over o the wall. There
Was 3 woan screaming. The
adobe was old and cracked, I
soon discovered 2 peep hole and
peered through. Three people were
in the midst of zn argument. Most
Europeans think the men of the
East rule their wives with 2 rod
of iron. The sight T saw corrected
my impressions. Females get their
own way the wide world over.

The husband had put more than
seventy years behind him. He sac
in 3 cane chair and precended 1o
g0 on reading his newspaper. Two
shrill women were nagging him.
He took no notice. His peaceful
cxpression stood out in sharp con-
trast to the outraged features of
his womenfolk. The eider attacker
held 3 ripe papaw aleft. She
shricked 2buse at the object of her
scorn. The younger woman began
to pluck the spazse covering from
the cranium (:Plhc greybeard. He
made no move to recaliate. That
made both women furious. The
papaw hurtled down dead centre.

e pulp and juice ran all over
his head and neck. He did not as
much 2a flicker ap eye-lid. His eyes
remzined fixed on the paper. This
was truly an indication of the
wisdom of the Orient, The oldster
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bad leamned it was uacless tor 2rue
with women.

A queer character seen about
the Barracks was the dhoby, He
ran 2 tweive-hour laandry service.
Bundles of soiled clothes were col-
lected from the foot of the beds
every morning. They were return-
ed almost ready to wear at four
oclock -in the 2fterncon, The gar-
ments were ot quite ready to
wear because when the time came
to dress it was invzriably found
that many buttons were missing.
The clothes were always  foided
with at least one firmly sewn but-
ton visible, The dhoby systemn had
it drawbacks. Not many men
escaped without contracting dhoby-
rash or tropical ringworm. At the

best, dothes were worn ocut three
tmes faster than by normal
laundering. ’

The native method of weshing
was simplicity iuelf. Groups of
women sood knee deep in the
filthy lake water and soaked the
wash, which was then pounded on
@ large flat rock. When all the
dirt was driven out the clothes
were spread out to dry and bleach.

The sanitary arrangements at
“Lanka™ were highly primitive, A
couple of showers were fitted at
one end of the sieeping quarters.
They did duty for hundreds of
men, If you were very lucky you
might manage to get a shower a
day. There wa¢ no such thing as
privacy, for ablutions were carried
out in full view of everyone.

There was much to do on 2
trip to Colombo. No other island
presents such a diversity of scen-
ery, sounds, and odours as Ceylon.
White villas stand framed in a
background of rintious multihued
biooms, Fireflies flit through che
purple night as they wait on the
birth of the sitvery moon. Small
Fiats purr along the roads to pass
the pitter-pattering rickshaw boys.
Lofty avenues of  statcly  palms
fiank the ponds that are draped
with a coverlet of water Jilies and
golden lotus flowers. The dayziing
flamboyants in thia land, which
the Grecks called Taprobane, are

a t never to be forgocten.,
main i o

Colombo is the Fort. Once
surrcunded by high walls a
moat, with gun-manned bastions
sweeping the land side with 2 clear
ficld of fir. The original fort

gan as & stockade, and it was
not until 1550, that the Portu-
guese  turned Colombo into 2
walled city. Their enemies, the
Dutch, capiured the fortress and
constructed  still  more  defence
works, on which they mounted
heavier guns. By 1807, the fort
was protected by seven full bar-
teries,

The fortifications were dis
mantled in 1B59, and during the
following two years most o? the
massive walls were demolished.
Portion of the old walls can be
seen in several places today.

The Grand Oriental Hotel
marks the site of the first British
barracks in Colombo., Neat w it
is the establishment of Macan Mar-
kazr, which houses 2 large collec
tion of family heirlooms, These
rclics are picces of Moorish jewel-
lery studded with stones. One
single sapphire is nearly two inches
long.

The Fort i3 more like a la
European city than 3 port of :E:
Orient. Biocks of offices stand side
by side with emporiums that offer
every conceivable type of mer-
chandise for sale. The buildings
tell their own story of far flung
British commercizl enterprise and
the super-abundant fertihity of the
island.

Most Austzalizn seamen visited
the Free China Hotel when they
indulged in a shore run. The hote!
was spotiessly dean and the fare
they served was more like 2 feast
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than 2 mawlots cafe :
Breakfast at the Barracks was  a
different story. It consisted of half
a grapefruit, 2 slice of bread that
had narrowly missed being butt
ed, and 2 cup of stewed tez. Na-
turally there were many loud
mOoRNS.

“Why. even in the seventeenth
century sezmen got a daily ration

-



NEW BURNS PHILP LINER "BRAESIDE"

By " SUPERCARGO.”

i ide" her
The motar ship "Braeside” left Sydney on January 13th for h
first tr:;to Singapfrt under the command of Captain A, W, Blain.

She is the sixth ship
B Co., of Glasgow.

buiit for these owners by Messrs. Barclay Curle
In this article the author gives a comperhensive

description of the new ship, gained in 2 personal inspection.

ALTHOUGH intended pnné
cipally for the carriage o©
Carge. Pz;]e “Bracside™ is designed
and furnished in 2 manner equal
to many passenger lincrs of twice
her size.

Twelve passengers are carried 1n
single berth rooms, cach of which
has its private bathroom att'achcd;
The nger ACCOM tion &
simatzmongthe Promenade dock.
At the forward end of the ascom-
modation is situated the passen-
gers’ Lounge, This is 2 handsome
and dignified apartment, panclled
in rock maple, with window frames
and door trims in sycamorc. Fur-
niture is in mahogany. Porward
of this room is a shelizred veran-

Sitvated heneath the Lounge, at
the forward end of the shelter
deck, is the Dining Saloon. This
room has accommodation for 28
peogle at one sitting. The panelling
in this case is in Indian (avrel,
giving room a darker tone
than the Lounge. The doors and
window frames are of Queensland
wilput, with furniture of the
mme timher polished in & lighter
shade. Flooring in this, and other

n

rooms and alleyways, is patierned
robber.

Particulzr thought has been
given to the comfort of the officers
and crew. The officers are hougcd
in spaciovs single berth cabins.
The Chief, Second, 2nd Third Of-
ficers and Wireless Operator ace
housed on the boat deck, iust be-
low the bridge. Above this is the
Captain's suite, comprising day-
room, bedroom and bathroom. The
dayroom combines the functions of
a lounge with those of an office.
A built-in desk across one  end,
with plenty of drawers znd cup-
hoard space, provides for the large
amount of clerical work done by
the Master. Under the same roof
25 this flat is the navigating bridge,
chart room and whee) house; these
are situzted zcross 2 amall entrance
vestibule.

A gmilar suite of rooms is pro-
vided for the Chicf Engineer on
the shelter deck. Accoemodation
is provided on the same deck for
the engineers and cades, A 3pa-
cious and v.:ovm&:\rtabllz:e furnished
lounge is situated at after end
of the boat deck for the use of the
of ficers.

Accommodation for the greasers
and seamen is provided at the after

end of the upper deck, in well:
ventilated rooms with a maximom
of four men to each room. Apart
from the Austrabian officers, three
nationalities make up the crew:
Chinese, Malays, and Indians,

The Facilities for the handling
and stowage of cargo are on the
same well designed scale 23 the
accommodation. Five hatches are
provided, served by electric carge
winches, and 16 derricks having
working capacities varying from 3
to 15 tons each. With the exceq
tion of No.l hawch all the tween
deck spaces are insulated for the
carriage of refrigerated cargo. All
the deck auxilizries are electrically
aperated.

The main particulars of the ship
are as follows: Length Ovenll,
415" Breadth, 579", Depth to
shelter deck 376", Draught,
24'103", Gross Regiser, 7,800
tons. Deadweight Capacity, 7,980
tons; Insulated Space, 50000 cu-
bic feer; Speed {on trials), 4%
knots.

OBITUARY.
Admiral Sir Richard Webb.

ADMTRAL Sir Richard Webb,
K.CMG., CB, died sud
denfy at his hoee in London at

the age of 79, during january-
Admirzl Webb had a distin-
guished career, He was Director
of the Trade Division at the Ad-
miralty during the greater part of
the 191418 war, and was As
sistant High Commissioner at
Continued on page H
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ANNIVERSARIES OF THE MONTH :
MARCH IS AN INTERESTING MONTH IN AUSTRALAN NAYAL DATES, AMONG

OTHER THINGS IT IS THE MONTH OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AUSTRALIAN
STATION AND OF THE AUSTRALIAN NAFVAL BOARD.

HE t6th March, 1781, is the
anniversary of Admiral Ar
buthnot's action with a2 Prench
flect under Commodore Destou-
ches off the Cheszpeake during the
American War of Independence.
At the time there were two oen-
tres of British power in Asmerica
—at New York and in the Chesa-
peake. Communication betwien
them depended wholly wpon the
s2a. Arbuthnot, commanding eighr
ships, had sailed from the eastern
end of Long Island to intercepr
the PFrench squadron—also  of
eight ships-—which had sailed from
ewport on $th March to control
the wawers of Chesapeake Bay.
and the two fleets arrived simultan-
cously outside the capes of tlw
Chesapeske,

The wezther was boisterous, and
a3 fair sea running, enough to pre-
vent the British ships—which haet
the weather-gage—irom using ther
fower batteries. The van British
ships weree badly injured aloft. and
Destouches, signalling his own van,
where the ships had been damag-
ed also, to haul up on the other

“tack, led the rest of his squadron

past the disabled Brifish ships and,
after giving them the succesmve
broadsides of his comparatively
fresh vessels, wore and made our
to sea. The British thereupom en-
tered Chesapeake Bay, and Mahan
sums up by saying that “after the
fighting the French wese in better
foree than the English, and thev
in fact claimed the victory; yet the
ulterior objects of the expedition
did not tempt them again to crv
the isspe with a3 flest of abour
their own size.”

Fourteen years fater, on l4th
March 1795, the French and Brit
ish were at it again when Vice
Admiral Sic Willtam Hotham, whe
had succeeded Lord Hood in com-
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mand of the Mediterranean Fieet,
fought an action off Genoa against
% Prench fleet making for Corsica
The French fleet was gready su-
perior 1o Hotham's force, but ia
the action that ensued they lost
the “Ca Ira" and the "Censewr”
to the British; but Hotham was
later criticised that he had nos
taken more of the French vesselr

On 13th March, 1811, Captain
William Hoste, with only fout
frigates, fell in with Gve French
frigates escorting sis smaller ves
+tls carrying troops up the Adria-
tic near the coast of Dalmatia; en-
gaging and defeating them decisi-
vely off the island of Lissa.

Tt was on 3lst March, 1770,
that Captain James Cook in the
“Endeavour™ arrived back at th-
western entrance of Cook  Serait
after having circumnavigated the
South Island of New  Zealand,
West about, and proved that it
like the North lsland, was no oart
of 1 great Southern Continent.

Tt was in March, 1859, that the
Australiz Station was established
by Admiralty as 2 separate com-
mand. On the 25th of the month
in that year, the following Minute
was produced at Admirabey: “Cap-
tan Loring, of H.M.8. “Iris”, i
to hoist a Blue Pennznt and to an
sume command a8 Senior Officer

of Her Majesty’s Ships on the
Awustralizn Station imEEcndend_v
of the Commander-in-Chief in

Indiz. The limits of the Command
are to be as they are now defined
in the Commander-in-Chiefs in-
structions, viz:—Bounded on the
North by the Parillel of 10 deg.
of South Latitude—on the Exst by
the Meridian of 170th degree of
West Longitude—on the South
by the Antarctic Circle—and on
the West by the Mendian of 75th
degree of East Longitude.” Three

By Jokn Cilark

days later 3 further Minute con-
tained pood news for the new
Commodore: “Captain Loring, as
Commodore and Senior Officer on
the Australian Scation, s to have
£1 a day in addition to his pay.”

It was on the 28th March, 18835,
that the gunhcat “Gayundah™ ar-
rived at Brishane, to take her
lace as one of the upits of the

veensiand Marine Defence Force.

There are quite a lot of March
dates of interest in Australia’s na-
val story. It was on 7th March,
1940, t the Coranonwealth
Government received a cable from
the High Commissioner in London
giving particulars of tenders re-
ceived for the building of the
battiecruiser “Australia® — John
Brown's tender being accepeed.
And it was in the "Common-
wealth of Australia Gazete™ of
the 11th March the following year
that we regd: “His Excellency the
Governoe-General, acting with the
advice of the Federal Executive
Council, has been pleased to ap-
prove of the foliowing changes
etc., in connexion with the Naval
Forces of the Commonwealth,
viz::{"hppointmnt of 3 Nawl

a,

The 1st March, 1913, was the
official opening date of the Royal
Austrzlian Naval College with 28
Cadet midshipmen, the College
being temporarily situated at Gee-
long. HM.A.S, “Melbourne™ made
her first appearance in Australia
at Premantie on 10th March, 1913;
and on the firat of that month the
third-class cruiser “Pioneer™ was
taken over by the Commonwealth
as a gift from Admiralty,

Let us move or a bit, On 7
March, 1915, Admiral Pikenham
hoisted his fzg in che battlecrumes
“Austrzlia”, which dhua becama
Flagship of the Second Baule
cruiser Squadron with the Grand
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Fleet. It wap in March of the fol-
lowing year that  Australia’s
“Pioneer™ carried out an attack on
Dares-Salaam, in
Africa, in company with HM.
Ships “Vengeance” and "Hyaz-
cinth.™

On March Bth, 1918, a two
aeater  aircraft  was  sucoessfully
launched from the bastle-cruiser
“Australiz” in the North Sea. And
now the old “Australia™ has gone,
and on 17th March, 1927, her
namesake—which is still with us—
the cruiser “Australia”,  was
launched from John Brown's yard
at Clydebank.

Time marches on. In March
1940, Australizn ships were 3t war
again, and overseas in the Medi-
werrancan the five Australian des-
troyers  “Stuart™,  “Voyager'.
“Vendetta™,  “Vampire”  and
"Waterhen™ were on escort dutv
and carrying our patrols. The
cruiser “Hobart™ was on similar
duty in the Arabian Gulf and Red
Sea,

On another twelve months; and
in March 1941, history repeated
itself with a ship being sunk bv
mines off the New South Wales
coast, the trawler “Millimumul™.
with the loss of seven lives,
the 4th, of the month, the cruiser
"Canberra” on patrol im:rc:ﬁtcd
vwo German rader supply CP:
the “Ketty Brovig” and the ™
burg”. They scurtled themselves,
their people being picked up by
the "Cangerra"‘ :

It was the month of Marapan.
when the Mediterranean  Fleet
under Admiral Cunningham dealt
the Italians a heavy blow in 2
night action. “Perth”, “'Stuart”
and “Vendettz™ were among those
present, but so far as the Aus
tralian ships were concerned it was
“Stuart’s” night: as the Com-
mander - in - Chief subsequently
wrote:  “H.MAS, ‘Stuart' and
three destroyers of the Royal Navy
were with the battle feet, and
fGnished off cruisers damaged in
acuon with the bantle fleer. H.M.
AS. 'Stvart’ performed  distin-
guished service in this duty of 2
standard which I have come to 2x-
pect from ships of the Royal Aus.
tralian Navy'.

2

That was the night of March
28th-29th. Earlies in the month,
on the 19th, “Waterben” had

East ' smlvaged the burning merchant

ship "Marie Maersk” during the
Greek show.

March of the foliowing year—-
1942 —was a poor one for Al
lies generally, and for the R.AN.
The 2nd of the month saw the
final evacuation of R.AN, forces
from Java, the corvettes being the
last Australian ships 10 leave, from
Tjilithp. They reached Australia
—seven of them—safely. Not so
fortunate was the sloop “Yarra™
which, on the morning of 4th
March, south of Java, while cscort-
ing a small convoy, ran into a
force of three Japanese cruisers
and four destroyers. She made a
gallant eflort o shicld the convoy,
and went down fghting, only 13
of her people subsequently being
rescued from floats by a Dutch
submarine. MNone of her officers
survived,

By March of the following year
the Allies were hitting the Jap-
anese back hard. It was the month
of the Battle of the Bismarck Sea,
when a sizzable Japanese convoy
Lrying to run tronps into Lae was
destroyed by Allied air zrtacks.

The Allied advance was every-
where gathering speed and weight
by March, 1944; in that month
“Shropshire”” and “Warramungz™
took part in the operations which
won the Admiralty Islands back
from the Japanese, and the Allies
landed at Mainus, Gasmata. Emi-
rau; and Talasea in New Britzn.

In March 1945, Ships of the R.
.?1.N, Survey Group t?;& part in
the operations against the Japanesc
at )?;;damo: on the 20th of the
month the British captured Man-
datay. On the 25th His Royal
Highness the Duke of Gloucester
opened  the Captain Cook dry
dock at Sydney, so that the Aus-
tralian port became a capital ship
maval

And another month of anni-
versariea ia thus ¢lewed up.
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GERMAN MERCHANT
MARINE

By June of this year the hrst
of six ships building in Germany
for the new German Merchant
Marine is expected to be complet-
ed. The ships, which will be used
by the German Orient Line, will
trade in the Eastern Moediter
mnean.  Each will be of 1900
gross tons, and will carry 3,500
tons of cargo. Three of the ves
sels are being built at the bargese
of the Gemman shipyards, the
Deutsche Werft in Hamburg, and
tK}:Iet by the Howaldt Shipyards in

SUEZ CANAL SHIPPING

According to a recent issue of
the bulletin of the Compagnie
Universelle du Canal Maritime de
Suez, British shipping attained a
new record in providing 377 per
cent. of the entire Canal move-
ment of §170,000 net tons for the
month of October last, easily main-
taining its lead over the shipping
of all other nations. The October
last Canal traffic, which compared
with a2 total of 5,543,000 tons for
the previous month, surpassed by

-2 per cent the previous record

volume established in April 1949.
It exceeded the volume olP October,
1948, by 21.3 per cent. With Brit-
ish shipping in the lead, American
and Norwegizn vesstls tied for
sceond  place with an equal Oct-

ober of 729000 tons—or
each with 3 tly less than §2 per

cent, of the Canal traffic for the
month, .

The II"L March, 1930

HEAVY TANKER TRAFFIC

One of the causes of the in-
crease in Suez Canal traffic in Oc-
tober last was the heavy north
bound movement of petroleum and
ita derivadves. This movement
passed the 3.000,000-ton mark for
the ficst time. The actual petroleun
volume amounted te 3,202,000
tons, compared with 2,900,000
tona in September. Great Bowin
continued to be the primacy re-
ceiver of petroleum with 660,090
tons, N Americz Followed with
572,000 tons; France with 547000
tons, and Traly with 366,000 tons.
The greatest jump in demand ¢zme
from the Low Eountrie;, which
took 254,000 tons compared with
27,000 tons in October, 1948.

- LS. SBAMEN'S WELFARE
PLAN

A welfare plan for members of
the Seafarers International Union,
AFL, who are employed on vessels
of nine American Atlantic and
Gulf Cozst steamship companies,
went into effect in January, ac-
mrdingtoar%:nint}n“lth
York Times™. secretary-treas
urer of the Union, Mr. Paul Hall,
s2id that the agreement clled for
the plan to run for not less than
five years, with the companies pay-
ing into 2 common fund 25 cents
a day for each man employed.
This rate is not frozen, since the
§mm¢nt calls for the reopening

the 25 cents rate on 30th.
September, 1951. The exact form
and"administration of the welfare
plan is not yet established, but sub-
committees repremnting the union
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znd the shipowners are meering to
formulate plans covering types of
benefits, means of administration,
elegibility, and 50 forth. Officizls
of the vnion say that this is the
fiest instance of 1 seamen’s organ-
istion receiving a completely com-
pany pad, jointly administered
welface plan, On the present num-
bez of joba now being flled by the
union, it is cs(im:leg that by the
end of this year 1,000,000 dollars
will have been paid into the fund,

WORLD'S MERCHANT
FLEETS

A recent survey by the Ame-
rican Merchant Marine Institute
indicates that the active Merchant
Fieets of the world, with the ex-
ception of those of Greece and the
three former Axis powers, now al-
most equal, and in some cases ex-
ceed, their pre-war sizes. Moat war
losses have been made wp, and a3
at June 30 last, 2 toral of
21600000 deadweight tons of
British shipping was in active ser-
vice, or omly 300,000 tons less
than on lIst, September, 1919,
Ranking second, USA hd
18,100,000 deadweight tons in
active aervice on 30th. June, 1949,
or 6,400,000 tons move than at
the outbreak of war. There have

.been changes i poaition in the

tonnage list. Japan, which ranked
third in 1939, iaP:lnow twelfth; Ger-
many, formerly fifth, is now

beginning a revival of her ship.
ping; Non:-l{i'l fourth in 1930 &
now third: while Panama, by moes
than tripling ity pre-war Agure of
1,100,000 tons, now ranks fourth.

k)
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COMPARATIVE DATA
ON FLEETS

The following table shows the
disribution of active world Heets
of vesseis of 1,000 gross tons and
over, the tonnage bgures being in
milfions of deadweight tons:
Country  June 30,  Sept. I,

1949 1939

UK 1.6 119
LUSA. 181 14.7
Norway 6.7 5.9
Panama 5 1.1
Netherlands 3.5 34
France 3.3 30
Italy 30 19
Swreden 17 1.0
Greece 1.9 18
USSR 1.8 1.6
Canada 1.7 —_
Japan 1.6 7.1
E?cﬂmark 1.3 1.6
1) 1.3 1.1
Cl;x?m 9 .3
Braxi 9 5
Argentina b —_
Finland 6 8
Australia b 5
Portugal R —
Germany —_ 5.1
Yugosiavia — &
Belgium — 5

World Total 102.0

5
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“CARONIA™ EARNS
DOLLARS

By the end of this month the
556 luxury passengers who sailed
from New York in January in the
Cunarder "Caronia”™ on an eighty-
day cruise in which they wisited
four conunents, will be whinking
of getting back home agzin. Places
touched at on the cruise included
St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands,
Rio de Janeiro, Tristan da Cunha,
Czpe Town, Zanubar, Suex, Nz
ples, and Cherbourg. Fares ranged
from 2,400 1o 10,000 dellars: and
for those alone the Cunarder will
have earned some 3,000,000 dol-
lars.

RADAR FOR NEW YORK

FERRIES

Large ferry boats for the Bat-
tery-Staten Island rea in New
New York Harbour, which are

WEIGHT-HOLDER FOR NEW CRANE

Tha 30.0cn 1aal comlaimar viid-\vill hald the iren balancing weights dor the
1B0-ban crang al Captain Cool Dock ftting-awt whad being lowored ivts pond

“double-ended” marine radar by
the Westinghouse Electric Corp-
oration, The radar will provide a
rontinucus chart of the whole har-
bour, detecting buoys, ships, obw-
tructions and shoreline simultan-
eously at either end of the vessel;
and will be adjustable 1o cover
distances of one, two, four or eight
miles. The ferries, which will be
i‘.}f ultra-?odh:;n design and the
argess of type operating in
the harbour, wiilpceach accom-
modzte 3,000 passengers.

BRITISH SHIP STABILIZER

A device expected 10 reduce
considerably the prevalence of sea-
sickness amoag passengers @ short-
ly to be placed on the American
market, according 1o a report in
the "New York Times”. The de-
vice is sd 10 reduce the roiling
motion of 2 ship through the use
of retractable fins, called hydro-
foils, which, attzched o shafis so
that they can be adjusted automat-
ically to counter t‘n: rolling mao-
tion, project from the side of the
vessel below tne waterline amid-
ships. The device vas, it is stated,
developed in England prior to the
war, and was used successfully by
the Admiralty, it being installed
on b4 Brin'sl warships, and als
on a pumber of cross-Channel
steamers. It is claimed thar the re-
duction. of rolling averages about
75 per cent, and even in the- dif-
ficult case of a heavy quartering
sz causing yawing, the reductign
18 about 60 per cent,

LUXURY AMERICAN
LINERS

The three yessels being built for
the American President Lines are
on the stocks side by side at Cam-
den, New Jersey, in varying stages
of construction. The most ad-
vanced, the “President Jackson™
is scheduled for delivery next Dec-
ember, followed by the “President
Adams” in February 1951, and
the “'President Hayes™ two months
later. The new vessels are expect-
ed 1o attract wide attention be-

ed by the absence of funnels.
Costing 12,000,000 dollas each,
the liners will be combination pas-
BeNger-¢a ships with accom-

tion for 200 persons in first
class space, and 300,000 cubic feer
of cargo space.

FAST SUPERLINER

The keel was laid kst month at
the Newpont News Ship Building
and Dry Dock Company's yard
at Newport News, Virginia, o?’ the
United States Lines’ newr-

Liner, with which it is

a new Atlantic speed record. To
be 98B0 feet averall in length, with
a beam of 014 feer and a depth
of 74 feet, her gross tonnage is
listed a5 60,000; while ber pro-
peiling machinery will develop a
rota) horsepower of 118,500, de-
8i o drive her at 31 knots,

is compares with the following
horsepowers  of other  Atlantic
monsters: “Queen Mary™, 158,000;
“Nommandic”, 160,000; “Rex™,
120000; “Conte d¢ Savoiz™,
110000; "Bremen”, 96,800; and

10 setthe old “Mauretania™, 68,000,

STREAMERS FAREWELL HIMALAYA

Farawall shrosmant lacad the alr w1 the P. and O, linar "Himalaya™ lott Pyrmost

being built by the Bethlehem Steci The crane, whizh f1 wpparfad on o BOF. wqvare lawor, s (446, high, ' cause of thewr ubtra-modern strezm. on Fabrvery 24th with mors than 1.000 pauengers. d
Company, will be equipped with S.M.-Harsld Pheta, lining, the profile being distinguish. ' 5M. Harald Phate,
1 - . The Mevy h March, 1960 ' ﬂ



News of the World's Navies

ENDURANCE TESTS
The ability of men to survive
in conditions of extreme cold at
sea is the subjct of experiments
being carried out this year in the
Arciic under the auspices of the
Royal Navy. They have been de:
signed by Dr. E. M, Claser and
Professor R. A. McCance of the
Departtnent of Experimental Me-
dicine, Uniyersity of Cambridge.
for the Survivzl at Sea Sub-Com-
mittee of the Royal Naval Per-
sonnel Research Committee. In
experiments, six to ten  men
will be placed in the new types of
Naval Life Float in the Arctic at
air temperatures of —10 to —15

degress Centigrade, in a gale.

RATIONS AND RECORDS

The men in the Naval Life
Ploats will wear survivors™ suits,
and will be exposed for periods of
three to five days. They will be
given two sets of Survival Rations:
{2) a complete 3,000 calories diet,
{b) a minimum ration of 1,500
cafiories. The rations will consist
of woffee. dehydrated fruit block,
biscuits and condensed sweetened
milk. Each man will also be given
approximately one pint of water
daily which may be cazried in tins,
or produced by a new type of Sea-
Water Stll now being tested. Re-
cords will be kept of the physio-
fogical and psychological reactions

" of the men.

CREEPING SUBMARINE
According to a report in the
“New York Herald Trbune™, a
midget submarine which can creep
on the sea bed on tractor treads,
is being tested at Marathon, Flo-
rida, by its inventors—Halley H.
‘Hamfin and Orville Sodders, and
1 former Navy decp-sca diver, Bill
Bdwards. The submarine is only
12 feet fong, but an remain sub-
for &4 hours with one tan
or for 32 hours with a full two
man crew, and it can make four-
and-a-half knots for four hours,

engugh to cover 20 miles with one
battery charge. The submarine is
being tested for its possibilities as
an cxplorer, rescuer, and perhaps
treasuzre hunter.

TROPICAL DRESS FOR
-WRENS

A new tropical ng has been ap-
proved by l?ﬁps Majesty the King
for W.R.E.N.5. Officers and Rat-
ings serving owverseas, to be worn
on ceremonial occasions, and at
social functions when uniform has
to be worn, In white bleached
mercerised drill, with a belt of the
same material, the new uniform
fas an open-necked collar with
turned back reveres and with four
buttons, whereas the old tropical
dress buttoned to the neck with
five buttona. The skirt of the new
dress is slightly fared and has a
single pocket inset, whereas the
old dress had no flag and 2 patch

ket. Officers, Chief Petty Of-
cers and Petty Officers wear gilt
buttons, other ratings white horn
bustons. Officers wear shoulder
straps to indicate rank.

JET FIGHTERS FOR
USs. NAVY

Carrier-based jet Aghters in the
600-plus-miles-an-hour class are
now in quantity production for
the Navy at the Grumman Air
craft  Engineering  Corporation
works at gethpa ., Long Island,
U.S.A. Designated the POF by the
Navy, and known as the Panther,
this latest model U.5. Navy fhghter
iz powered by a Rolls Royee Nene
Centrifugal type of jet engine ma-
nufactured in the U.S.A. by Pratt
and Whitney Aircraft, a division
of the United Aircraft Corpora-
tion,

CHAPLAINS' HOURS

To promote an interest in reli-
gious matters among officers and
men of the Royal Navy, it has
been  dedd to  introduce a
“Chaplain’s Hour™ in zll H.M.
Ships and Establishments, other
than training establishments. It

will consist of a peried of not
more than one hour every fort-
night which is to be set apart in
working houss as Service condi-
tions permit. No officer or man is
compelied to attend, bur those who
wish 10 do o are to be given fa-
cilities for the purpose. The
“Chaplain’s Houzrs™ are to be run
on discussion group lines and syl
labi have been prepared for the
use of chaplains of various deno-
minations.
RN, and RNZN.
EXCHAMNGE FRIGATES

Arrangements have been made
between the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment and the New Zealand for
an exchange of Naval units be-
tween the Royal New Zealand
Navy and the Royal Navy. The
first exchange, to take place this
year, will be between two frigates
of the RN.ZN., and two frigates
of the Meditczranean, Pleet. The
two New Zealand Yrigates will
leave the Dominion about the end
of this month, arriving on the Me-
diterranean Station in April: leav-
ing the Mediterranean in Novem-
ber so as to arrive back in New
Zealand in mid-December. The
R.N. frigates for exchange duty
are H.M.Ships “Veryan Bay" and
“St. Austell Bay™. Ali four ships
will meet at Aden on both out
ward and homeward passages.

R.N. FRIGATES FOR EGYPT

In reply to 2 question in the
House of Commmons recently, the
Civil Lord of the Admiralty, Mr.
W. 1. Edwards, stated that six
frigates have been trarsferred from
the Royal Navy to Egypt during
the last few months, and that the
transfer of 2 seventh was then
under negotiation.

U.S. NAVY STUDIES
ACOQOUSTICS
Scientists of the United States
Navy are carrying out experiments
in the effect of noises in 2 special
room which has beca put into ser
vice at Whie Oak, Maryland.

Tha Mavy

lTheroomislimdu ‘dde;

and bottom with wedges of spongy.
noise-al ing fibre glam, the

thin edges which project in-

wards like the teeth of some mons-

trous medieval torture machine.

These wedges have the general
form of slices cut from a thick,

round cake, and are set against

the wall on their bases; the apex

of the wedge extends 40 inches in-

wards towards the centre of the

chamber, So sound-absorbent are

they, that ordinary conversational
tones are almost inaudible one or
two feet away unless the speaker
is direcily facing the listener; and
only a few tenths of one per cent
of any sound generated within the
room is reflected as an echo, Thus
the Navy's scientists are able to
study the noiges In which they are
intecested in cheir Upuee”™ form,
without thesdistortion of disturb
ances of echoes,

CHURCH ATTENDANCE IN
THE R.N.

Detailed fgures of Church at
tendance in the Royal Navy are
not available, but it is thought that
fifteen per cent. iz a Teason-
able estimazte. When compulsory
Church parades were abandoned
there was at first a very sharp de-

cline in the attendancz: but there. *

has been a marked unprovement
during the last bwelve months.

US. MARITIME ACADEMY
TRAINING CRUISE

One hundred and npinety mid-
shipmen of the Maine Maritime
Academy, ULS.A., arc 2t present
trzining afloat on 2 cruise in the
Academy’s training ship “Ame-
rican  Salor™, “American
Sailor™ left Castine, Maine, on the
2lst. January, and her cruisc c¢m-
braced Kingston and Nasgsau in
the West Indies, Vera Cruz in
Mexico, and New Orleans, Balti:
more, and New York, which latter
port she reaches this month.

Wlarch, 1984

BELGIUM ACQUIRES
BRITISH MINESWEEPERS
H.M.5Ships “Liberty™ and “Cad-

mus”, two of sevegal minesweepers
being transferred from the Royal
Navy to the Belgian Government,
were handed over in December,
and more transfers are being ef-
fected this year.

GRAVE OF RUPERT
BROOKE

The destroyer HM.S. “Sluys”
{Commander A, J. P. Milne-
Home, R.N.) recently visited Port
Trebuki, on the island of Skyros
in the Aegezn carrying Rear-Ad-
miral R. K. Dickson, D.5.0., head
of the British Naval Mission,
Greece, who wished to ace Rupert
Brooke's grave on the island. Rear-
Admiral Dickson has great per-
sond] interest in the grave, as he
was midshipman in charge of the
boats at Rup=rt Brooke's funeral
on the night of 23rd. April, 1913,
Rear-Admirzl Diclson iz probably
now the only serving officer who
was at Port Trebuki at the time.

The only person he has met of re-
cent years who was present at the
funeral is Sir Bernard “FPreyberg,
then a Major, and now Governor-
GCeneral of New Zealand.

FLATE BATTLE MEMORIAL

Bl'llld'l will be PrC i t
in the memorial of the River Place
Bantle which Uruguay is establish- -
ing at Punta del Este, a scaside
resort about 100 miles from Mon-

video. One of the anchors of

M5, “Ajax” has been present-
ed to Uruguay by the Admiralry,
and will incorporated in  the
memonial, the Toundation stone ©
which has been laid, and which
will bear the inscription “To the
Defenders of Democracy—Naval
Bawtle of Punta del Este—13th.
December, 1939, The monument
will be in a park 1o be known =
“Plaza Gran Bretana™: the main
street lcading to the park will be
named “Almirante Harwood™, and
other roads leading to it will bear
the names of “Ajax”, “Exeter”,
and “Achilles™,

Bustard Heads: (¢

plays in hshing?

{e) Wolf Rock: (f) The
Lioness (but she is in a foreign tongue).

(2) Do you know the port of Lima, the capital of Peru?

{3) What type are the following winds, and where are they
encountered? (a) Gregale; (
{d) Mistral; (¢) Pampero;

(#) Do you know another name for the Yellow River?

(3) The name “Persic’ is being revived on the United
Kingdom-Australia run. Do you remcmber the names of
the old “Persic’s™ four companions?

(6) What is the “continental shelf™?

{7) Who was the German Naval Commander-in-Chicf at the
outbreak of (2) the 1914-18 war; (b) the 1939-45 war?

(8) In ship construction, what is the opposite to “tumblehome™?

(9) Since “we are dealing with the sca generally, and fishing
is of the sea, do you happen to know what part a “huer”

{1y Considering birds, beasts, and fishes, do you know wiere
the following landmarks are? (a) The Lizard: (b)

Schnalﬁer Rock: (d) Shark Bay;

rtle Group; and (g) The

Hartnaitan; {¢) Khamain;
Sirocco.

{10Y What is a Bill of Lading?
{Answars on page 47}
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NAUTICAL

QUESTION BOX

CONDUCTED BY
Coptain R. C. C. Dusa, A.LLN.A., Loadon

Ruaders arn inviled o wend in any queint on naetical matine, and we dhall
sndeavour to snewar tham jn thews cohimm.

R. N. Duffeld (Inkerman
Seceet, Se Kilda) asks for a list
of all the shups of the Blue Star
Line fost in the War of 1939-45.

Here is a list which includes
marine casualties, enemy sinkings,
and alse includes the ships under
the Blue Star management, buat
owned by the Ministry of Trans-
port, London,

“lonic Star,” 3,602 tons, wreck-
ed Northern Tecland, 17-10-1939.

“Doric Star,” 10,093 tons, sunk
by German armoured cruiser “Ad-
miral Graf Spee”, in  position
9215 South, 5°5, East, 2-2-
1939,

“Suitan Star,” 12,306 tons, sunk
by a submarine torpedo in pasition
48°54" North, 10°3° West, 14-2-
1940. One life lost.

“Adelaide Star,” 11,900 tons,
cptured in builders’ yard during
the occupation of Denmark by
Germans in April, 1940. She was
completed for the Germans on 16
111940 as a blockade runner, and
was reported sunk off the Dutch
coast Tn 1944, but further details
are lacking. :

“Wellington Star,”™ 13,212 tons,
sunk by 2 German submarine tor-
pedo in position  42°39°  North,
|l'l"'(}l' West, 16-6-1940. No hives
ost.

“Avelona Star”, 13,375 tons,
sunk by a submarine torpedo in
position  46'46° Nomh, 12°17
Weat, 30-6-1940. Pour men miss-
ing, probabiy killed by torpedo ex-

p .

“Arandora Sear”, 15,500 tons,
sunk submarine torpedo in
55°20" North, 10°33 West, 2/7/
1940. On her last passage she car-
ried 1,673 persons all told, made
up by crew 174; military guard
200; German interned males 479:
German POWs 86; Italian intern-
ed males 734, The prisoners pa-

micked badly, the Germans with
their usual arrogance, just smash:
ing anyone who stood in their
way, Casualties were the Caprain
and §2 officers with 42 others of
the crew; 37 members of the mi-
litary guard; 470 Italians and 243
Germans—a total death roll of 805

rsans of 1,673 carried. The mi-
itary guard behaved magnihicently
in the difficult conditions they
found themsehves in.

“Auckland Star™, 13,212 tons,
sunk by submarine torpedo in
52"17" North, §2°32, West, 28-7
1940. No lives lost.

“Napier Seaar”, 10,115 tons,
sunk by submarine ¢ in
58°38° North, 13°13 cst, 18-
12-1940. Crew 82, passengers 17
got away in four boats. Three
boats never again seen, one boat
picked up by Swedish steamer
“WVaalaren™ in heavy seas two days
later, 13 survivors including three
ladies.

“Almeda  Star”, 14,934 wons,
sunk by submarine torpedo, in
58°16, North, 13°40" West, 17-1-
}NI,thdio message was received
rom her, © ing torpedoing 35
miles Nmm?ﬁr\”ciher
was very bad and despite searches
by destrayers and other ships, no
boat, wreckage, bodies or anything
was ever found of the 360 persons
on board,

“Afric Starc”, 11,900 tons, sunk
by Gezman auxiliary cruiser “Kor-
mozan™ in 8°0" North, 25°0° Waest,

approximately, Crew numbered
T2, -with 2 gunners and 2 lad
passengers: all taken aboard “Kor-

morzn”, transferred to German
tanker “Nordmark™, then w pri-
son_ship “Portland™ for transport
to Bordeaux. “Portland" was set
on fre by three British scamen in
the hopes that the smoke would be

seen by British ships. “Afnc Star™
was sunk on 29-1-1941.

“E\:;l'my Star”, 11,802 tona,
sun submarine torpedo in 5°3
North, 19°7 Wes, 1651941, No
Lives lost. Boats were & to 8 days
at sea, )

“Imperial Star™, 12,427 tons,
\ivas su)nk ngydcaifral{; do

enemy), a pth charges from

HM.S. “Onbi™ on Malta convoy,
28-9-1941, position 37°31, North,
i0°48" Erst.

"“Tacoma Star”, 7,924 tons, was
sunk by submarine torpede in
37°33" North, 69"21° West, 1-2-
1942, Radio distress signal was re-
ceived from her from a positon
380 miles cast of Hampton Roads,
but despite an intense search, no
trace of wreckage, boats or bodies
were ever found. Berdin mdio, on
6-2-1941, reported that the ship
had been sunk. AH 94 members of
crew lost, .

“Scottish Star™, 7,224 tons, was
sunk by submarine torpedo in
13724 North, 49°36° West, 20-2-
1942, Four members of engine
room stalf were killed; three boats
picked up by HM.S. “Diomede™,
fourth boat sailed 600 miles to
land. No other casualties.

“Avila Star”, 14,443 tons, was
sunk submarine torpedo in
3874 North, 22%46" West, 5-7-
1942. Total persons on board num-
bered 199, of whom 73 perished.
Some boats scven days at sez in
heavy weather before being picked

up,

“Viking Sear”, 6,445 tons, was
sunk by submarine torpedo in 6°0°
Nosth, 14°0" West, approximate,
25-8-k942. Eight lives lost,

“Tuscan Star™, L1,449 tons, was
sunk by a1 submarine o in
1°34" North, 11°39° West, £9-
1941, Crew of 88 and 25 passen-
gers (excepting nine men loat when
torpedo exploded) avay in
three boats, one of which was pick-
ed up by the Orient liner “Otran-
to”, then in Government service.

other two boats reached

safety.

“Andalucia Star”, 14,492 tons,
sunk by submarine torpedo in
6°38" North, 15°46" West, 610~
1942. Crew of 170, and 83 pas-
sengers, including 22 ladiea and 2

The Narvy
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children, of whom four lives, in-
cluding the stewardem, were lost.
The boata and rafts were picked
up by HM., corvette “Petunia™,

“Empire Star”, 12,656 tons, waa
sunk by a submarine torpedo in
48914 North, 26°22" West, 23-
10-42. Four of the engine room
stalf were killed by the explosion,
the rest of the ship’s complement

ing away in three boats Twe

ts were picked up two days
later by H.M. sloop "Biack Swan™
{with “Amethyst” in the China
trouble recently) but Captain Ca-
pon's boat with 33 people in it,
has never been heard of since.

“Patihc Smar”, 7951 tons, waa
sunk by submarine torpeds in
29°14, North, 10°57" West, 17-
10-1942. No casualtica

“Dunedin Star™, 17,891 tons,
was wrecked near Uape Frio,
South West Africa, 29-11-1942.
No casialties. Described in an
carlier Nautical Question Box.

“California Star”, 8,293 tons,
sunk by submarine torpedo in
43°32' North, 37°20° West, 4.3-
1943}, Crew of 70 and 4 passen-
gers got away in one boat and
some rafts. Eleven days later, the
boat reached Flores, but the rafts
were never found. Fifty one lives
were lost.

“Empire Lakeland", 7,015 tons,
was sunk by a submarine torpedo
in 58" Morth and 15 West, es-
timated, 11-3%1943, Lost near
Rockall, no wreckage, boats or
bodies Tound, no survivors,

“Canadian Sear™, 8,300 tons,
sunk submarine torpeds in
53°24" North, 28°34° West, 18-2-
4}, Crew of 69 and 22 .
gers. Surtivars were all picmp
out of the ice cold water within
two hours but 32 perished. HM.
corvettes " Anemone™ and “Penny-
wort" made rescue.

“Celtic Star™, 5,574 tons, was
sunk by a2 submanne.torpedo in
16, North, 17°44' West, 29-3-
1943. Crew of 64 and 2 passen-
gers. Two lives lost, one man
taken prisoner by submarine, Boats
picked up by HMS “Wast-

waater™.

“Melbourne Star™, 12,805 tons,
sunk by submarine torpedo in ea-
timated position 287% North,

Marsh, 490

$7°10" Wes, 2-4:1943. Sbe was
o ber way from Liverpool to Syd-
ey, N,S.&/., by way of Panama
Canal, with a crew of 86, and_ 31
passengers, Her arge comprised

ammunition and  méli-
try equipment. When 480 miles
south east of Bermuda, in very
bad weather, she was sruck by
wo ocs which detonated the
cargo. Three quarters of the ship
was destroyed immediately, and at
daylight the next day, only two
rafts remained with eleven pc(?:le
on them. Thirty-eight days aiter
the ship sank, an American fying
boat sighted one of the rafts, and,

landing o the sea, rescued the

only four survivecs, Bying them to

ital at Bermuda in two and 2
hall hours, The other raft and it
ococupants Were never Meen again.
A total of [13 lives lost.

“Royal Sear”, 7,900 tons, was
sunk by an aircraft borpc&o in
37°2° Noeth, 3°41° East, 20-4-44.

“Empire Javelin™, 7,200 tons,
was sunk bya submarine torpedo
in 504" North, 1°0" West, 28-12-
1944, She was bound from South-
ampton to Havre with 1,448 1.5,
soldiers on board when she was
sunk, Four men of the engine room
stalf were killed at once, all the
troops and the ¢rew, excepting six
ship's officers and three of the
crew, were tzken of. All day,
these men waited for salvage tugs
to arnive, but about 5.15 pm. a
second torpedo hit the ship, and
she was practically blown to pieces.
Three more of the men remaining
in the ship were lost, .

A total of twenty-nine ships
with 2 gross tonnage of 309,190,

were lost* during the war. Spate
precludes anything more than
meagre details of loases being

described, but should you reguire
more particufars of any indevidual
ship, write again.

W. Heptonstall, Arncliffe, N.
S.W., asks for information of the
shig “Lochee™, in which he arrived
in Sydney in 1883,

“Lochee” was an iron full rigged
ship of 1,670 tona nett, and 1,753
tons gross, built in 1874 by Ale-
xander Stephen and Sooa, Dundee,
for the Dunder Clipper Line, of
Dundee, and was a general trader

90 daya. In 1905 she was
John Rivell of Nystad, Russia, but
retained old name. Captain -

Guatav Erikson, later to be famous
as the last owner of a square rigged
fleet, had her as his last seagoing
command in 1913 beflore becoming
a shipowner. The “Lochee™ was
later sold to Spanish owners and
renamed “Joaquin Pujol”™, and on
29th November, 1929, she arrived
at Savona, Italy, to be broken up,
after a long cazcer of steady ser-
vice. Her dimensions were 2642
feet long by 39.0 feet Beam by 23.4
feet deep. Her forecastie was 43
feet long and her poop 50 feet
long, giving good space for pas
senger accommodation. : .

Edward A. Nash, West Preston,
Victoria, asks for information of
the Cunard liner “Etruria™.
i R
y Jo er an ny,
gow, being completed in gcptem—
ber of that year. Her ton--
nage was B,120, her dimensions
being 501.6 feet long by 57.2 feet
beam by 18.2 feet deep. She was
of steel construction, had twe
large funnels and three masts, and
was dnven by 1 single screw
coupled to a three cylinder reci-
K;ocating engine of 1,559 nominal

sepower.  On trials “Errura®
averaged more than twenty knots
for over six hours, s¢ that with
her sister ship “Umbria™, she was
to bring the Blue Riband of the
Adlantic ba;:!: w the Cunard Lit:};.
These two ships were amongst
last single crew ships in that service.
She continued in the Atlantic pas-
senger service undl 1902,
she broke her propeiler shaft in
heavy weather in  mid-Atlantic.
She was taken in tow by the Ley-
land  carge steamer “William
Cliff", which towed “Etruria™ 780
i and bt cange e
“Etruria™ an 0
valued' at £215,000 an?rfl'z -
ers, captain and crew of the “ﬁ-
Em e ther
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MELBOURNE REGATTA LAST MONTH

The Annual Melbourne Regatta Of The Little Ship
Club Was Held In Good Weather On Hobson's Bay
On 12th February And Attracted Many Entries,

HE weather was on the side of

the Lirtle Ship Club when it
heid its Fourth Annual Melbourne
Regatta on Sunday, 12th Febru-
ary, in Hobwon's Bay. The day was
bright and sunny, quite warm on
the water, and a brisk but not un-
pleasant breeze came away from
the south soon after lunch, making
conditions perfect for the various
types of racing which took place.

HM.AS. “Latrobe™ (Leuten-
ant R. J. Scrivenor, R.AN.) was
Flagship of the Regatta, and an-
chored off Middle Park ar 10 a.m.
The First Naval Member and
Chief of the Naval 5taff, Rear-
Admirzl J. A. Colting, C.B., em-a
barked in his barge ac Sr. Kilda
Pier, and boarded the Flagship at
noon, being received on rd by
the Commanding Officer, and
Commodore L.M. Walsh of the
Little Ship Club, and the Racing
Commitice,

The programme of racing in-
cluded the Lonsdalc Cup, 1950; a

Naval Whaler Race; a Shark Boat
Race: and the Victonan Motor
cruiser Championships, 1950; the
E:ncipal prize of the meeting

ing the Lonsdale Cugp and £100,
presented by “The Age” and “The
Leader”. Racing was conducted
under the auspices of the Aus
tralian Power Boat Association;
the total prize money amounting
to £370, which was accompanied
by Trophies, The races were over
courses  between  Williamstown,
Middle Brighton, St. Kilda and
Port Methourne,

The Little Ship Club was form-
ed at the end of the war, when
Commodore Showers, R.A.N., on
the occasion of the old R.ANV.
R. (Naval Auxiliary Patrol} being
place in reserve, suggestad that a
club comprising its ebfements should
be formed, to retasn in cadre the
necessary organisation for a future
emergency. The staff of the R.A.
N.V.R. (N.A.P.) Victoria, u
which this task fell, enlarged the

Caa of tha compatitors in tha Whaler Race,

Tha ail pari HM.AS, “Latroba™ of

tha Shark Boaks of $ha Melbovena Rae

gatta, with Resr-Admiral J. A, Celling,

C.0, waicking from tha bridgs of Hhe
Ragihip.

, 5cope to admit members of all
small ships units, i.e. LAAF, an-
ciflaries and Army Water Trans-
port—and so the Club was bom.

The inauguration of the Lons-
dale Cup appeared modestly in the
following year, insututed as an
annual competition among motor
cruisers within the Club and its
sister_clubs in Port Phillip Bay.
The Cup Race has now developed
into  the  Melbourpe  Regatta,
which this year saw sty Motor
Cruisers affoat and cothpeting in
the Lonsdale Cup and Awstralian
Power Boat  Associztion Cham-
pionships {Victorian Section); a
Royal Australian Navy Whaler
Race. and 2 Sharkboat Fisher-
men's Race,

A fearure of the Regatta was
the Shark Boat sail past HM.A.
3. “Latrobe“—wearing the flag of
Rear-Admiral Coliins—their order
of siling being the order of race
finish. A Service touch was added
by the presence of Navy League
Sez Cadets lining their decks,

Tw Navy

The Whaler Race was compet-
ed over a course laid off Se. Kilda
by the following aafi:

Pirmt K7 HMAS. “"Lonadalc™
Lisvt, - Commander
dy).
Second c

—— Flinders Naval Depot
K14 {Licwt, - Commander

DMEr).

Third K4 H.MJR-S. “Lonsdale
nr Liewt. - Com+
mander Hali).

Fourth

—— Fiioders Naval Depot
K3 &I.cldlil;g Seaman
oraby).

Fifth

—— HM.AS, "Lamobe™
K1 Sl.ieul, - Commander
fack).

Sinth

c
—— Piinders Naval Depot
K2 g..:m - Commander
lfard}.

Seventh M324

HMAS. “Gladstone™
K (Liewt. - C "

The first line of defence for the family . . ...
i undoubtedly 2 Life Assurance Policy, and the Policy
coniracts issued by The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance
ace desigeed to provide the ttrongest possible defence for
the family.

They may be obtained by payment of instalments, weekly,
monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, oc yeacly.

Write for booklet to . . .

The Cotonial Mutual Life Assurance Society
Limited

316 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, C.I.

Milard),
The Racing Committee cpnsist-
ed of the Club Commedore, Com-

modore L. M. Walsh; the Chair-
man, N, Coulehan: Messrs. G. 5.
Favecett; H. A, Fishley: E. White-
Iaw; the Club Captain, A. E. Kee-
fer; and F. Trim,

ROBERT HENDERSON
LIMITED

THE
SILK
CENTRE

°
156 PITT STNEET,
SYDNEY, N.S.W.

FOR ALL ., ..
BOAT & YACHT GEAR

BROOMHELDS LTD.
All Quotations sttended to immadistaly
. Phode: M 4801
BROOMFIELDS LTD., 152 SUSSEX ST. [near King 5+.], SYDNEY

arch, 1900

4«XASK YOUR GROCER

 SMORGONS
CANNED MEATS

Your Grocer mocks and recommends SMORGONS CANNED
MEBATS. Prepared in 2 mowt up-to-date factory and mepplicd
from SMORGONS own Abuttoirs ¥

NORMAN SMORGON & SONS PTY. LTD.
SOMMERVILLE ROAD, BROOKLYN, VIC,




In 1838 “Nelson™ was relicved |

THE AUSTRALIA STATION 18001900 , s 188 Nebn" was reliceed

In This Brief Review A

Correspondent Who Has

Carried Out Considerable Resrarch Intd The Matter
Tella Of The Ships.On The Australia Station Towards
The End Of Last Century.

DURING the Bighteen Seven-
ties, proposals were made
for the cooperation by the Colonics
in the Naval Defence of Australiz,
but these were not followed up.

In 1884, Rear-Admural George
Tryon, the first Flag Officer o
command the Australiz  Sration,
was appointed, and on his arrival
earty in 1885 he began a series of
meetings with the Colonial Gov-

© ernments to obtain their views on

ater assistance in the naval de-
ence of the continent The Flag-
ship on the Station at the time
wis HM.8. "Nelaon™, 7,630 tons,
built of iron, with a belt of arm-
our over portion of the waterline.
She was %grque'riggtd. and was
armed with rifled muzzle-doadi
guns; her speed was 14 knots, 2
she carried on davits two second-
class torpedo boats cach of 63 feet
length: and she had zltogether fve
boats that could .operate spar tor-
pedoes. Built in 1876, she had ar-
rived in Austrzlian waters in 1882
to relieve HMS “Wolverene™,
1,700 tons, a wooden corvette
which was subsequently given to
the New South Wiles Naval Bri-
gade for use 35 a training ship,

Other ships on the Sttion in
1885 were the "Dizmond”, 1,950
tons, a ship-rigged wooden corvette
of 12 knots, armed with rifled
muzzle-loading guns and built in
1874; the “Opal”, of 1,860 tons,
3 composite corvette armed with
muzzle-loading guns, and babt in
1875; the “Mirznda™. 3 composite
sloop of 1,170 tons; the “Myrmi-
don”; the "Raven”, a composite
gunboat of 463 tons: the "Swin-
ger”, a compaosite gunboat: and the
gchooners  “Undine™, "Harrier™.
"Lark™ and “Dant™.

In the early Scventies, five
armed schooners, “Alacrity™, "Bea-
gle, “Conflict™, “"Renard™ and
“Sandfly™, cach of 120 tons, were

n

buitt at Sydney. These were sold
in 1882, and their places taken by
the composite gunboats “Raven™
and "Swanger” in 1885,

“Myrmidon”, in 1885, had re-
lieved “Espiegle”, 1,170-ton com-
posite sloop, which had been on
the Stabion since 1882. In 1886
“Myrmidon™ was relieved by "Ra-
pid”, 1,420 tons, composite cor-
vette, barque-rigged and of 13
nots, and armed with two 6"
breech-doading and ten 5" breech-
loading guns. “Rapid” was builk
in 1883, and had a protective deck
over portions of her length.

A Colonial Conference was held
in London in 1887, and among
the subjects discussed was Naval
Defence.  In May, an ment
was reached by which the :I1mptn':l
Government was to provide a
sqpadron of five protected cruisers
and two torpedo gunbozts for the
protection of ﬂoau'ns‘ trade and
certain ports on the Australia Sta-
tion, this squadron to be additionzl
to the Imperial Squadron main-
tained on the Station. Two of the
cruisers and one torpedo gunbnat
would be placed in reserve.
ships were not to be used off the
Station without the permission of
the Australizn Governments. The
Australian Colonies and New Zea-
land were to pay Ave per cent of
the cost, znd an amount not ex-
cteding £91,000 annually towards
mzintennce.

The year §887 saw the zrrival
on the Station of H.MS. “Cal-
liope", 2 barque-rigged steel cor-
vette of 2,770 tons, which had
been built in 1884 with a partiaily
protected deck, and which mount-
ed four 6" and twelve 5" breech
loading guns, and had 2 s of
i4 imots. Tl'u.s :lrc:r, aléo, the 890-
ton composite sloop “Egeria™ re-

aced "Fa.rk "—which wzs sold in

ovember 1887. .

lando™ was an armoured cruiser of
5,600 tons, armed with two 9.27
and ten 6" breech-loading guns—
the 9.1 guns being one :acg:l with
a curved protecting deck, at the
bow and stern, "Orlande™ had a
narrow beft of armour along the
sides becween forecaste and quar-
terdeck. Built in 1886, she had a
speed of 17 knots.

This year, HM.8. "Diamond™
was relieved on the Stacion by
“Royalist”, a barque-rigged com-
posite  corvette of 1,420 tons,
mounting two 67 and ten 3”7 guns
and partially armoured, built in
1883, Ae this time it was decided
to dispose of abl vessels using sail
rnlby, and the schooners “Undine™
and “Harmrier™ were sold, and the
7i5-ton composite gunboat “Li-
zard” replaced them.

It Wwas during August of thia
year, 1888, that orders were placed
in Britain for the ships of the 1887
Colonial Conference agreement,
which later constituted whar was
known as the “Auxiliazry Squad-
ron”. In Decembesr, names were
proposed for them, these being, for
the cruisers, “Pandorz”, “‘Pelo-
rus”, “Perman”, "Phoenix” and
“Psyche™, and for the ¢
gunboats, “Wizard" and “Whit-

[1 .

n%n the following year, in March
1889, “Calliope™ survived the hur-
ricane at Apia through the ready
seamanship of " her manding
Officer, Captain Kane. In October
she saifed for England, but owing
to tension with Portuguese Eas
Africa she was held there and did
not reach Portsmouth until Apnl,
1870 Also in 1889 “Opal™ was re-
fieved by “Curacao”, a barque-
rigged steel corverte, armed with
twe 77 and ten 6" rifled muzzle.
luading guns, built in 1878 with a
partially protected deck; and in
the same year “Myrmidon™ was
refieved by “Rambler™, a com-
posite gun vessel of 335 wons;
while “Goldlinch™, a composite
gunboat of 805 tons, repiaced
“Raven”. HMZS “Cordelia™, a
barque-rigged stect  corvette of
2,380 tons, which was serving on
the China Station, was appointed

|

to relieve “Cafliops™, and Iefe
Hong Kong in Pebeuary 1890, and
after alling at Darwin cruised
around New Guinea, the Solo-

mons, and gther island groups,
taking part in some punitive opera-
L and arrived at in

, 1880, Bulie in 1881,
“Cordelia" was armed with ten
6" breech-le. ding guns, and had 2
partially protected deck.

“Myrmidon”, on her departure
from Austzalia, had gone to China
on survey work, where she was
condemned; "Rambler™ was there-
W recalled to that Station, her
L_cz uqin !{;ﬂ Australia Station

ing taken by “P in". 2 gom-

ite sloop of 1,120 tons which

d just been converted for suc-
vey duty. In August, 1890, “Ege-
ria” was recalled to England. Barly
the following year, “Swinger™ was
telieved on the Station by “Ring
dove™, a composite gunboat of 803
tons.

That June—1891—there was an
unfortunate accident in “Corde-
hia", While she was enga in
gun drill berween Fiji and Nou-
mea, one of her guns burst, killin,
five, mortally wounding one, a
wounding 13 othera of her ship's
company.

In September 1891 the ships of
the “Auxiliary Squadron™ reached
the Station. They had been re-
named with Ausiralian names, the
propased names, "Pandora”, “Pe-
lorus™, “Persian”, “Phoenix™,
"Psyche”, “Whiting™ and "Wi-
zard” having become “Katoomba™,
“Mildura”,  "Wallaroe”, “Tau-
ranga”, “Ringarooma™, “Boome-
rang” and “Karrakatta™ respect-
ively, The cruisers were of 2,575
ton;, of 16 knotsﬂnarud rpu;gn.u-uti;-.g
eight 47" guns; Lo o gun-
bgzt.s mreg::f 735 tons. Shortly
after their arrival, "Wallarco',
"Mildura™ and “Karrakatta™ were
placed in reserve; il Crews re-
commissioned “Curacac”, “Li-
zard™, and “Rapid™ from reserve.

In January 1892 “Cordelia”
sailed England. “Curacac™ mil-
ed for England in December, 1894,
and “Pylades™, a barqueloading

Marak, 19750 v

—al m RPebnary, 1899, o
relicve her,

Barly in 1897, “Torch”, a 'steel
dloop of 960 tons, replaced "Ring-
" on the station; and later in
the year “'Pylades™, whose boileny
were in bad condition, was re-
catled to Britain for overhaul, sail-
ing from Ausratia in Januvary
1898. Her place was taken by
“Porpoise™ built in 1886 of 1,630
tons and mounting six 6" guns.
Bady in 1898 “Orlando™ waa re-
lieved as Flagship by “Royal As-
thur”™, a eruiser of 7,700 tons built
in 1891; she mounted one 9.2" and

19 knots. That also “Mo-
hawk™, built in 1886 of 1,630 tons
and moundng six 6" guns, reliev-
ed “Rapid” on the Station, and
“Lizard™ was replaced by “Ring-
dowe™. In the meantime, “Pyla-
des™ completed her reft in Britain,
and retumed o the Australia Sta-
tligl;gm relieve “Royalist™ early in

gune—sbe had been built in 1884
arrrved

g

In July 1900, on the outbreak
of t¢he Boxer Rebellion, “Me-
hawk"™, - "Wallaroo™ and “Lizard”
were despatched to China,
“Archer™ was sent to the Auvstra-
lia Station to replace “Mohawk™,
and reached Sydney in November
1900, She was 2 sister #hip to
“Porpoise™ and “Mobawk™, but
had oaly two masts. All the ves-
sels of the "Archer” class were
originally three-masted schooners,
but some had the mainmase re-
moved

It was during the late Nineties
that Germany began to build up
her Navy ap a threat ¢o British
Sca Power. Late in 1904 Locd
Fisher became First Sea Lord, and
he immediately introduced a policy
of disposing of all old, weak, or
inguffhciently speedy wessels which
had been built during the experi-
mental period around the Bightiea.
Many of the ships which were dis
posed of had been on the Australia
Seation.
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BERMUDA NAVAL BASE

With Its Future In Doubt, It Is Possible That The
America And West Indies Squadron Will Be Based

On Britain.

THE Padiamentary Secretary of
E of the Admiralty ‘{the Re.
Hon. John Dougdale, M.P.)., to
gether with the Fourth Sex Lord
(Vice-Admural H. A. Packer, C.
B, CB.E) and the Deputy Sec
retary of the Admiralty (Mr, R.
R. Powell, CM.G.)} proceeded by
air to Bermudz eazly in  Jznuary
to discuss with the local authoritics
certain  proposals  affecting the
future of the naval establishments
in the ony. An  Assistant
Under-Secretary of State from the
Colosual Office {Mr. G. P. Seel,

CM.G.) accompanied the Ad-
miralty delegation.
It was subsequently revealed in

a statement issued o press
shortly before the defegation re-
tumed to the United Kingdom
that the ibility of closing the
mawl docﬁoy?rd in the Colony had
been discussed. The text of the an-
nouncement read:—

“Discussions have been taking
place during the past week between
a delegation from the Admiralty
and representatives of the Ber-
mudaz mment regarding the
possibility of so reorganising the
America and West Indies Squad-
ron as 1o enable the Royal Navy
to dispenst with the use of the
dockyard and other shore establish-
ments in Bermuda, While this
would have various importznt ad-
vantages, not least the substantial
economy resulting from the closing
of the Bermuda dockyard, its prob-
able effects upon Bermuda have to
be arcfully considered. The im-
phications hgve been fully examin-
ed in a serids of frank znd friend-
ly meetings 2t which a2 Colonial

Ce repressntative was present,
and the Admiralty delegation is
nowdtmuming to London to report

to L.

'II'h: Parlhmmtagc aj;ctlj Finan-
= Secmzxy to miralty,
who led the delegation, told a cor-
regpondent of Times™, Lon-
don. that it was unbikely that the

M

- should be retained as a

Government would reach any hnal
decision on the matter before the
Generzl Election and emphasised
that the delegation had been in the
closest consuleation with the Ber-
muda Government. From Bermuda
it was also reported by “The
Times™ that the proposals are part
of a plan to produce as much
economy and efficient operation as
possible in Royal Naval establish-
ments. Between £800,000 and
£900.000 2 year 'is spent by the
Royal Navy in Bermuda, exchud-
ing what the men themselves
spend.

The Bermuda Dockyard is more
expensive t0 run in relzbion to its
usefulness than any other. Wages
are necessarily high, and the estab-
lishment is old and too small o be
run economically. If the change
in organisation is put into effect
the America and West Indies
Squadron will be based in Britain
instead of Bermuda, but there is
no intention of reducing the squad-
ron's strength. Nor is there any
intention of consolidating British
and American facilities in  Ber.
muda,

The Bermuda House of Assem-
by has since considered in secret
session 2 message from the Gow
ernor and has announced that
“after 3 century and a quarter's
association with the dockyard and
an even longer association with
the Royal Navy™: it was shocked
to learn that it was now thought
necessary to abolish the establish-
ment. :
A reply has been sent o the
Governor suggesting that a dele-

tion be sent to explain to the
ﬁ]igbm authority in H.M, Govern-
ment why the Bermuda Govern-
ment considers that the dockiyarg

ive
establishment and Bermuda as a
base for the America and West
Indies Squadron.

It was not untl nearty three
centuries after the discovery of

Bermuda which has been attribut-
ed'to the Spanish Marmer Juan
Bermudez in 1513, that the cons
truction of a2 dockyard was re-
commended to the Admiralty,

The islands were taken over by
the Crown in 1684 and during the
followin :I:pturvheghenﬁm‘rjc e
ports of ships being ftted out
there “'to carry on fshery in the
distant sezs” and about the rtheft
of a store of gunpowder, which
was rumoured to have found it
way into American hands,

With the approach of the Ame-
rican War of 1812-15, Bermudz
increased in strategic importance
and in 1794 the gonstruction of a
dockyard was recommended to Ad-
mirzlty., Ireland Island was se-
lected for the purpose and work
began in January, 1810. To carry
it cur convicts were imported from
Englend and some 9,000 English
criminals were sent out, the num-
ber at one dme actually employed,
being over 1,500. .

The birst Commissioner is be
lieved 10 have been  zppointed
about 1810 and durng the Ame-
rican war the establishmeat was
considerably increased. A Naval
hospital was built in 1814, 2 year
when officials stationed on the
island petitioned the Admirzley
for a rise in satary because of the
“very high prices of the neces
sared of life and the inadequacy
of the salaries which have hitherto
been allowed™.

After the cessation of hostilities
with America it was found neces-
sary to make alterations and addi-
tions a3t Bermuda and the signi-
ficance of the dockyard rose and
declined in importance on 2 num-
ber of occasions. The appoint-
ment of an  Admiral-Superinien-
dent was discontinued in 1838 and
a Naval Store keeper took charge.

It became an importang Naval
and Coaling Station in 1869 when
a large iron dry dock was towed
across the Atlantic and placed in
a stcure position in 5t. George.

Druring World Waz I, Ber-
muda was an important base link
in the anti-lU-boar campaign in
the Adantic an 2 result of its geo

Continued on page 1§
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OCEAN RESEARCH VOYAGE

British Research Ship “Wilkam Scoresby” will. Wock

Off The Northwest Cousst,

The Migration Habita Of Whales, In July And August

THE most important work to
be carried out in 1950 by the
British research ship “William
Scoresby, which is at present
making a survey of the Benguela
Current off the coast of th
West Africa, will be to mark
whales off the north-west coast of
Austrzlia, rvhich work she will
carry out during July and Au-
gust.

The object of marking whales is
to enable study te be made of
their migrations. If time permits,
some trawling may be carried out
in Australian waters, and zlto-
gether it is anticipated that about
two months will be spent off the
north-west coast in the
research into the habits of whales.

The “William Scoresby™—nam-
ed afver 2 f: Arctic whating
captain—left England in January
on a voyage of ocean research in
continuation of the work under-
tzken before the recent war by
the former Discovery Committee.
She will, in the course of her voy-
age, vist South African waters
and make observations in the In-
dian Oczan before coming on to
Aunstralia,

During the past twenty-five
years the Discovery Committes has
worked under the Colonial Office,
and organised a series of expedi
tions for scientific restarch, main-
ly in the Southern Ocean and An-
tarctic s¢as, but sometimes also in
subtropical and tropical waters.
The wark is gencrally referred to
a5 the “Discovery Investigations™,
and has been concerned principal-
ly with deep sez oceanography and

cially with research o whales.

name *“Discovery™ was adopt-
ed because the work at sea beman
with Caprain Scott's old ship, the
“Driscovery”, which now lies off
the Thames Embankment in the
London River: but moat of the i
vestigations have been carried owm
with the Royal Research Ships

Mareh, 1990

Especially Investigating
“Discovery II™ d “William
Scoresby”

Drgcovery II° was  built in
19;2& and véms before the wa; :nm
gaged in 2 derp sea survey of
whole Southern Ocean. The “Wil-\
Ham " was built in
1926, and undertook the marking
of whales, exploratory trawling,
and miscellaneous ooeanographical
work. Since 1939, both ships have
been on charter to the Ministry of
Transport, but in 1949 the Dis-
covery Inwestigations,  together
with the ships and scientibc staff,
were transferred to the Adminal
ty, and now form part of the Na-
tional Institute of Oceanography,
of which Dr. G. E, R. Descon, D.
8c., PR.S., is the Director.

The Lnstitate 2s a whole covers
2 wide feld, but in the pest two
years both ships will be engaged
in the continuation of the Dis
covery Committee's programme
under the generz| direction of Dr.
N. A, M:cim' tosh, formerly Direc-
tor of Research to the Committee.
The “Discovery I, which is the
larger ship, iz refitting for ocean
research at present and wilk not
be ready for sea undl later this
year, Her work will be | in
the Antarctic. The ° ilrh.m
Scoresby™ is a ship of 324 tons
gross, and has some of the features
of a trawler and some of 2 whale
catcher. She carries 2 commercial
otter trawl, and there are deck
cngince and reels with some thous-
ands of fathoms of wire for deep
s oceanographical work. The
equipment also provides for echo
sounding; and the latest “world-
span™ wireless :{fautua is in part
2 gift from the Marconi Compary
towards the work of the ship.

Dr. T. J. Hart is in charge of
the work at sea until the shi
reaches Cape Town, and has wn:g
him Mr. R. Clarke, M.A, —who
will take aver when leaving the
Cape,—and Mr. R. L. Curre, B.
S¢. Lieutenant Commander A F.

America, where the deep water
brings certain nutrient saits to the
surface, and causes 2 rich deve-
lopment of the marine fora and
fauna.
The ship is now sceing whether
# similar effect is produced off the
south-west coast of Africa, She
will call at Cape Town, East Lon-
don, and Mauritius, and during
the voyage will undertake various
oceanographical work both in shal-
low water, and where the bortom
slopes down to ooeznic deptha.
Little is known of the water
masses and currents of the central
Indizn Ocean, and during the
passage from Mauritius to Fre-
mantle it is expected that valuable
tions can be made. It b
anticipated that  the “William
™ will return to England
about October of this year.

BERMUDA NAYAL BASE.

Contimuad from pege M
mhicﬂ position and from it
st and air patrols were car-
ried out to provide cover for con-
voys. In August, 1940, arrange-
ments were concluded for the lease
of 2 base a:ofBerm‘uda to the
2 larger agree-
ment between the two C:Eern-
ments involving the transfer of
U5, destroyers to the Royal
Navy. ?
At the present date, the dock-
yard on Ireland Tsland has two
docks both foating, one of which
will take up to light feer carriers.
Employed at the eatablishment are

-319 agreement men, who are -

vilizns sent out from the United
Kingdom, and 678 local
approximately fve per cent of the
warking population.

Bt




WHAT THE NAVY IS DOING

THE outstanding event in the Royal Australian Navy since thest
n

otes were last written is the re

table mishap in H.M.A.S.

Tarakan, in which cight men—seven of the Tarakan's ship's company
and one dockyard workman—loat their lives, and a number were
seriously injured, through an explosion on board on 25th January, while

the ship was in Sydncy

In announcing the happening on the day of

its occurrence, the Minister for the Navy, Mr. Frands, expr on
behalf of the Commonwealth Government and the Department of the
Navy the deepest sympathy 1o those next of kin who had suffered

losses as a result of the accident.

A happier note was struck with the issue from Navy Office later

in January of advice that an Ausralian Officer—Tempy.
Lisutenant Newion 5, Chalk, R.A.N.R..
London—has been mentioned in a special *

Surgeon
who was serving in HM.S.
‘Onrder of the Day" issued

by the Commander-in-Chief of the Far Bamt Station, Admiral Patrick
Brind, commending officers and men of the London for their bearing
du.nng the events in which HM.S. Amethyst was involved in the
Yangtse Kiang River in April of last year.

Among

changes of appointment s tha: of Surgeon-Captain L.

Lockwood, M.V.0., D.S.C., R.AN,, who has been appointed from the
position of Senior Medical Officer at Plinders Naval Depot, Victoria,
to that of Command Medical Officer of His Majesty's Austrabian Sh:ps

and Esablishments at Sydney.

FLEET DISPOSITIONS

The Aircraft Carrier:

HM.AS. Sydney (Captain R.
R. Dowling, D.5.0, R.AN)
wearing the Flag of Rear-Admiral
J A. §. Becles, C.RE,, Flag Of-
ficer Commanding His Majesty's
Auvstralian Fleet, 15 in New Zea-
land waters, where she is remain-
ing until the end of this month,
visd Wellinguon, Akama
Auckland and the Bay of Ialands.
r:turnmg to Jervis Bay on 4th

ril and Sydney on the 6th.
ite in New Zealand waters she
will cazry out exercises in conjunc-
tion with ships of the New Zea-
land Squadron. During Pebruary,
Sydney visited Adelaide and Mel-
bourne, spending some: hours in
Wwernpm Bay. Victoria, while
on pamige from Jervis Bay to
Adetaide. During this period, the
people of Geelong had an oppor-
tunity to see some of the carner’s
aircraft, as Sydney, before cnur
ing Westernport on 25:11‘{]:
few off twenty aircra which
cromed the Mornington Peninmufa

and Port Phiilip Bay in fiight and
t some minutes in the air over
x:ncoclong area before remaming
to the carrier. On her return to
Sydney in April, the Plagship will
be available for leave and wurgent
defects until 11at May, and is ex-
pected 1o sil for the United King-
dom about the Sth Jume.
The Cruiser:
HM.A.S. Australia (Captain
gpchIf(ﬂumsylgscxl R.A'Nz.
arted From ney last mont
to join the Flag in New Zealand
waters It ia anticipated that she
will return to Australia on the
8th Apnl, when the Flag will be
transferred to her from HM.AS.
Sydney, and she will carry ocut a
training programme in the Syd-
rey-Melbourne area.

HM. A8 Warramun (CAE'
tain (cnfl 10, Captain A. W. R.
McNi G.M., RA.N.? safled
from Sydmy o January for New
Zealand, in company with the sub-
marine H.M.S. Telemachus, Both
shipa will carry out exercises in

New Zealand waters with. the
Australian Fleet and New Zealand

ron,

HM.A.S. Baaan (Commander
W. B. M. Marks, RAN.) is in
company with !hc Flagship, which
m . ’.J | J'.|.' md
Mclbcurm and wlth whuse pro-
gramme hern is identical until the
two ships return to Sydney on &th
April. From 10th Agpdl until 26th
May Batasn will be at availabilicy
for leave and urgent defecu and
will mail from Sydney about
jun: for Japanese waters, to rc
lieve HM.A.S. Shoalhaven,

ist, Prigate Flotilla:

HM.AS. Shoslhaven (Com-
mander I. H. McDonald, RAN.)
is in Japancse waters, where she
relieved HMLALS, Culfon on duty
with the Allied Maval Porcea at
Kure last month. She remains
there until June.

HMA.S. Culgoa (Licutenant-
Commander V. Jesram, R.A.
N) reached Sydmyh.st month on

her return from duty with the Al-
lied Naval Forces in  Japanese
waters, She ia at presenit at the
New South Wales base at awail-
ability for leave and refit until
5th May, and will then come under
the operational control of the Fla
Officer-in-Charge, New Sou
Wales, for training exercides with
the 1st. Brigade Flotlla and HM.
Submarines.

HM.AS Murchuon (Lieuten-
ant-Commander W. P. Cook, R.
AN} 1 in. Sydney, carrying out
training under the operational con-
trol  of the Flag Ofﬁocr rine
Charge, New South W,

H.M. Solsnarines:

HM. Ship Telemachus (Lieut-
enant O. Lascelles, D.S.C., LN.)
is exercining with the Ploet and

control of the ag Df
Charge, New South Wales, fr.w

at Sea and Ashore

10¢h. LS. T. Flotilla:

HM. A8, Tarakan (Lieutenant-
Commander H. K. Dwyer, R.A
N.R.) is in Sydney, having been
operating under the direction of
the Naval Board.

HM.AS. Loabuan (Lieutenant-
Comnmander P. D. Shaw, R.AN.)
ia operating under the control of
the Naval Board. She i3 on a .
age to Heard Infand in the South-
ern Ocean, in connection with the
Austtalian Antarctic Research Ex-

ition, having sailed from Mel-

on 23rd January, and hcr
return to that port bemg antici|
ated on the 20th of this mont

"It is expected that Labuan will

again sail frem Melbourne for the
south on 27th March, this second
voyage being to Macquarie laland,
soath of Tasmanda, also in connec-
tion with the work of the Aus-
trafian Antarctic Research Expe-
dition. On btlth o Laé:uan
s arying rcebef parties and re-
plenishment stores and equipment
to acientists who are :nvtlugaung
coamic rays and meteorological
other phenomezna on oé:c

Avstralian Minesweepers:

These two vessels are based on
Plinders Naval De and ¢om-
prise the Training otiia:

HM.AS, Giadnm {Lieuten-
ant:Commander R. A. H. Millar,
R.AN).

HM.A.S. Latrobe (L:cutenantt

R. ] Scrivenor, R.AN).
Survey Ships:
HM.A.. Ships Warrege and .

Barceo are in
HM.A.S. Lachlan (hcumnnt
Commander W. Sharpey-Schaef-
fer, R.N) is carrying out survey-
ing duties in Néw Zeatand waters.
ROYAL NAVY,
Under its new :

feom 20th to 22nd March will
carry out 2 full scale combined
feet exercise with the Mediter
ranean Fleet. Units of the Home
Pleet, which sailed from Gibral-
tar for Palmas Bay, Sardinia, on
27th Pchruary, are:

Adrcraft
HM.S, [Im dHe(Ca tain C.
H. Duffett, CB.E,, D.5.O,, R.N.)

wearing dn ﬂag uf Admiral Sir
Plnh L Vi

.8, Vmgam:c (Cagaain J

W Cuthbert, C.B.E H.N).
Cruisers:

Anl:-l-rns Superb (Ca%mn S-r
0., 0. E R_N)

HMS. Cle va (Captain R.
F. Nichols, R )

D"ﬂs Apgmcourt (Capmn D

E. Holland-Martin, D.5.O.,
C. R.N).
H.MS, Aine (Commander J.
C. A DS.C. RN,
HM.S. Alamein (Llcut-Com
mander [. M. Clegg, R.N.).
HM.S. Barrosa (Lieut.-Com-
mandu' A A Dlggm.u, Di.C,

M @

T L2
:v
Cn

{Léeut -Com-
C. Beatty, D.S.C., R.

5. St. James (Commander
Malins, D.S.0., DSC.,

. Sleys (Commander A,
Hne-Home, R.N.

. Battleaxe (Ca tain W,
. O.B E., R.N

il

tn
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b2 Te - AR
£
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Chvef, Admiral Sir Philip L. v.a"n,
KCB, KBE, DSO. and two

Fleet is this month exercising
" the Western Mediterranean, niﬁ

mh‘h March, (900

;’
=
Om-‘.f

er Krrbv. %mé R.

M.S Aldcmcy {Licutenant

zg- oE

:u

5. W. Clayden, D.S.C., R.N.).

HMS.  Alaric  (Lieut.-Com-
mander P. E. 'N:w-tead DS.C,
R.N).

Flﬂe( Replmuh glp:
HM.S. Bulaways (Caprain D.
H, Connell-Puller, R.N).
Fleet Tug:
HM. S
RR,

ediator (Lieut.-Com-
. Sanford, D.S.C.,

Cruiger:
H .3, Devomshire (Captain
H. Stokes, C.B., DS.C, R. N)
on ber Spring Tmmng cruise
the West Indm, carrying about
250 cadets, including a number
from the Royal Australian Mavy.
Devonshire miled from . Plymouth
on i14th January, and will have
bezn away approximately two and
a half montha before she retums to
that port on the Ird of next month.
Ic-lle;r; ra;n;nc for this month :'ln-
u sland: Kingaon, Ja-
maica, from 6th to l4eh; Gibral-
tar from 27th to 30th; whence d::
returns to England.

GENERAL
in HMS, “Tacakan®
regeettable accident in H.
M.8. "Tarakan”, which resulted
in the deaths of seven R.AN, rat-
ings and one dockyard workman,
arose from an explosion in the pb¥
trol compartment at § a.m. on the
morning of 23th January. One
man was killed instantly; seven
subsequently died from their in
juries; and 13 were sericudy in-
jured. The victims were:
Kilée::i“ Mechanic J. 8. Bolton,
ie ] 8,
1) Royal venue, Esendon, Vic:

Dida!l
Able Suman F A,

4 Silver Street, Malvern, Victoria.
Able Seaman W. B "T‘yaog 53

Blantyre Street, Katanning, Weme
Ausmralia’

Artificer W, L.

Engine Room
Hoy, 61 Pirm Avenue, Moumt
Lawley, Perth, West Australia.

RN
Training
G.
s
in t
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Caok (5) D. Graydoa, 14 Har-
rogate Street, Bursanda, Queens:

fand.
Stoker J. L. Robertson, 67 Grant
Street, Arazat, Victoria, .
Able Seaman D. D. Messenger,
Penota, South Australia.
Diockyard Warker M, R, Saun-
ders, 21 Russel Street, Watson's
Bay, NS.W.

Serioualy Tnjured:

Leading Seaman A. J. Baxter,
Curtia Avenue, Taren Point, Syd-

. NS.W.

M%toh.r Mechanic R. P, Grace, ]
Wondecta Via, Herberton North,
Queensfand.

Abfe Seaman B. P. Creedon,
199 John Sereet, Marybotough,
Queensiand.

Able Seazman P. G. Mothersole,
14 Chapman Road, West Croy-
don, Surrey, Engand

Seoker F. R. . 6% Barrow
Street, Fast Coburg, Melbourne,
Vie.

Stoker Mechanic K. P. Scott,
Carwarp P.O., Vic,

Stoker J. Roffe, } Percy Street,
Bankstown, N.5.W.

Abie Seaman M, E. Pearse, 9
Scott Street, Elwood, Vic.

Cook (§l{uw. C. Diston, 45
Narraward Road, South Caulfield,
Vie. '

Stoker 1. M. Bergstrom, 15A
Osmond Avenue, Fuflarton Estate,
Adelaide, S.A. i

Leading Telegraphist H. Ni-
cholls, 24 Elizabeth Street, South
Perth, W.A.

Able Seaman D). W, Sharpe, 17
Unwin Street, Bexiey, N.S.W.

Dockyard Workean P, H. Cor-
nish, 19 Hydrae Street, Pananiz,
N.SW.

“Taralran" Explosion—
Payments to NMext-of Kin.
Following the accident in H.M.
A.5. "Tarzkan" there was some
criticiam—both by individual next
of fcin and by membera of the pub-
lic in letters to the Prcss—orthe
action of the Department of the
Navy in not immediately reimburs
ing next-of-in for out-of-pociet
expenses incurred in visiting wic-
time of the explosion, and for fu-
neral expenses incurred.

regulations, and that specizl ap-
prg‘\julh would have to be given be-
fore payments in excess of thos
authorised by fation could be
made. On 2nd Pebruary, the Na-
vai Bozrd announced that the ne-
cessary authority for the mald
of payments had been received, an
that at a special Board Meeting
presided over by the Minister for
the Mavy, Mr. Prancis, on that
date, it had been decided to make
the payments because the results
of the explosion were regarded by
the Board as having been in the
nature of 2 national disaster di-
rectly affeceing people in all
States,

Payments were authorised as fol-
lows:

Cut-of-pocket expenses incurred
by next-of-kin in visiting victims
of dhe explosion in Sydney.
expenses including fares to and
from Sydney, and board and lodg-
ing in Sydney for such period as
might be necessary to assist in the
vicam's recovery, of two persons,

Payments to nest-ofddn of rat-
ings who died as 2 consequence of
the explosion would be made
under three headings: under the
Commonsezlth Compensation Act
to persons who were wholly de-
pendent (£1,000 with an addi-
tional amount of £50 for every
dependent child under 16 years
and to persons who were partially
dependent according to the degree
of dependence; payment in liew of
extended service lexve due to a
deceased cating, in addition to any
cotnpensation that might be pay-
able; deferred pay thate had ac
cumulated to a decexsed ratings
credit would be paid to next-of-
kin if it had not been devisd to
another person by the rating in 2
will

Approval previousiy had been
given for an advance of £20—or
mose if needed—te be paid imme-
diately to next-of-kin who had
been Bnancially distressed by hav-
ing t travel to Sydney and to
meet other expenses; and deceased

mtings' allotments in favour
wife or pext-of-kin would be
tinued for at least goe month,
addition, the Naval Board recoup-
ed, to the extent of the comt
burial in Sydney, next-of-kin whe
had arranged for burial in thei
home State.

PERSONAL

Surgeon Lieutenant Newton S
Chalk, RANR., of Cavendish
Road, Nundah, North Queens-
land, has been mentioned in 2
“Special Order of the Day” imsu-
ed by Admiral Patrick Brind,
Commander-in-Chief of the Far
Bast Station. The Order of the
Day read; “On the 2lst April,
1949, HM.Ships “London™ and
“Black Swan" were ordered to

roceed from Shanghai to asmst
ELM,S, “ﬂﬁtdyu“ J;henY lying
pardally di in the Yangtee
Kiang Z&e:r being shelled by guns
of the Chinese People's Liberation
Army. During the passage up
river, both ships came under heavy
fire from shore batteries and were
repeatedly hit, HM.5. "London™
in particular su&'mngxheavy dam-
age and casualties. At a point 1§
miles below HMGE. *Amethys
it became apparent that the ships
could not proceed furthar with-
out sustaining unacceptably serious
damage and casualbes, angd they
accordingly withdrew and return-

i. On the return
jouney, boﬁ'nh”sl'nips again came
under fire and received further
damage. Throughout the entire pe-
cod, the bearing and conduct
under fire of il on board were in
accordance with the highes: tradic
tions of the Service. In addition
to those who have already recetv-
ed recognition for their services
from His Majesty the King, the
names of the following Officers
ard men of HM.S. “London™
have been brought particulacly to
my notice, and 1 commend them
for their courage and devodon w0
duty, Similar “Special Orders of
the Day" have been issued for H.
M. Ships “Black Swan", “Con-
sort”, and “Amethyst”.” Tempor-
ary Sur tenant Newton
5. Chalk, RANR™

2
Fafsl.
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Surgeon Licutenant Chalk join-
ed the Royal Australian Navy in
October 1945, and perved in HM.
A, Ships “Woestralia", “Warra-
munga”, apd “Swan”, He was de-
mobilised in August of last year.

Licutenant-Commander E. .
Peel, RAN,, untl recently Di-
rector of the Operations Division
at Mavy Office, Melbourne, is on
his way w England in RM.S,
“Strathnavet”, to undergo 2 naval
staff. couzse,

&rgm-Cz tain L. Loclowood,
MV.0., D,§C.‘ RAN, ha
been appointed from the position
of Senior Medieal Officer at Plin-
ders Naval Depot to that of Com-
mand Medical Officer of His Ma-
jesty’s Australian Ships and Es
tablishments at Sydney. A gradu-
ate of the University of Melbourne,
at which he was also awarded his
football  blue, Surgeon-Captain
Lockwood joined the Roval Aus-
tratian Navy 23 2 Suzgeon-Licuten-
ant in 1924, shortly after taking
his degrees as Bachelor of Medi-
cine and Bachelor of Surgery, He
qualified for the degree of Doctor
of Surgery in 1930. He did post-
graduate courses at the Royal Na-
val College, Greenwich, and the
London ital in 1936-37. He
was Surgical Specialist at the Na-
val Wing of the Prince of Wales
Hospital, Randwick, N.5W.,
from 1937 until 1941, During the
wzr, Surgeon-Captain Lockwood
saw actve service in HM.A.S,
‘Hobart™ in the Mediterranean in
1941, and in the Java and South
China Seas in 1942, He was also
present at the Batde of the Coral
Sea and at other actions in the
Solomon Tslands area. He served
in the South West Padfic area for
the remainder of 1941 and in
194). An Honorary Surgeon to
His Majesty the King, he was alo
Honorary Surgeon to the Duke of
Gloucester when His Royal Higt
ness was Gowrnor-General of t
Commmhiq He is D?ch&cded
at  Fiinders Navyl
Susgeon-Captain H. W, Gault, I;y
AN, who was formerly Assiat-
ant-Directer of Naval Medical
Services,

Captain H. &. L. Nicholson, C.
March, 198

placed on the retired list in
the rank of Captain as frem 7h
January this year. Captain Ni-
cholson will be remembered by
Mediterranean “Sydneys™ as Com-
mander (D) in “Hyperion”, who
with “Hasty™, “Tlex™ and “Hero",

INTER - SERVICE SPORTS

FTVHE work of the Inter-Service
4 Sports Management Comanit-
tee, whicht}:!u been hard at it ar-
Fangin 1950 programme,
fooks like bearing fruit in a series
of good events to be held over a
period of fve days at the end of
this month and on the st Apnil
in Sydney, The days promise to be

fuli, for the events include Crie- -

ket, Rife Shooting, Tennis, Svedm-
ming, Boxing, Water Polo, Tug-
of War, Athietics, Billiards, and
Golf. The programme will be
spread gver the whole of the last
week of 'the month, and at the
time of this issue of “"The Navy™
going to press, tentative arrange-
ments were:

Monday, T7th March: The as-
sembly of Competitors and Offi-
cialas in the afternoon.

Tuesday, 28th March: Cricker
at Trumper Park, from 10.30 a.m.
to 5.30 p.m.; Rifle ing at
Long Bay, starting at 9.30 a1m.
and  contnuing t the
day; Tennis 2t White City, com-
mencing at 10.30 am. and con-
tinving throughout the day; Swim-
ming at Oiympic Pool, starting at
2 p.m. In the evening, Boxing at
Rushcutter's Bay Stadicm, start-
ing at 7.30.

Wednesday, 29th March: Crie-
ket at Ruscurter’s Bay Owal stare.
ing 2t 10.30 1m. and continuing
throughout the day; Tennis at
White City 1 on previous
day; Tug-of-War at “Penguin™, at
10 a.m.; Water Polo at Oiympic
Pool, commencing at 9.30; and in
the evening  Billi at “Pen-
ﬁf‘n“, commencing at 7.30; with

ing at the Rushcurter's Bay
Stadium etarting at the yame hour,

Thursday, 30th March: Cricker,

—at ground to be arranged by the

»

first dighted the Italian cumers
“CGiovanni delle Bande Nere™ and
“Bartolomeo  Colleoni™ on  the
moming of 19th July, 1940, off
Cretr, and subsequendy particip-
ated In the engagement in which
“Sydney” destroyed the “Bartolo
mee Colleomi™.

1950

New South Wales Cricket Amo-
ciation—starting ar 10.30 and con-
tinuing throughout the day; Ten-
nis at ite City as on the pre-
vious day; Athletis—on § y
Sports Ground if t—com-
mencing 2t 1.30 p.m.; and in the
evening Boxing at Rushcuter's
Bay Scadium at 7.30 am.

Friday, 31st March: Golf at
the Manly Golf Club, commen
at 9 a.m. In the evening 2
at 6.30, and presentation of
Trophies.

Saturday, lst April: Disperse
during the morning,

T{j\c public will be Boad:itted free
to all sports except ng, which
is being a.rrmm by Lemey, o
which very worthy organization
the proceeds will go; bt men of
the three Services in uniforsm will
be admitted free to the Boxing.

The draw for the various games
is 25 follows:
Cricket:

1. Navy versus Air Porce

2. Navy wersus Army.

). Air Porce versus Army.
Termis:

1. Army versus Air Porce

2. Army versus Navy.
3. Navy versus Air Porce.

Water Polo:
1. Air Porce versus Armv
2. Navy versu A Force
3. Army versus Nawv
Boxing:
1. Army vermis Air Poree.
2. Navy vern Air Porce
3. Army versus Navy.
Watch for resulty and
graphs of the Inter-Service
in the April issur of “The Nawy™. ,

the
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BOOK REVIEWS

By K. F. C.

JANE'S FIGHTING SHIPS—1949/50,
(Simpson Low, Marsten & Co. Ltd., London.)

IN these days when our daily
press frequently confronts us
with confusing and unsatisfying
cabled reports of overseas naval
developments, it is a relief to be
able to turn to the solid- lookmg.
blue-bound volume of “Jane's™
fmd out, in a  service hra.u
“what the score . The publishers
regard  the current edition as
marlung a retuzrn to fleets approx-
imating the peacetime needs of the
warious nations, a::i aezr; by their
respective staffs as far as per
mitted by hnancial policies.

Owing to the death of Mr.
Francis McMurtrie (refesred to in
the January issue of “The Navy™)
it was necessary for the new Edi-
tor, Mr. Raymond V. B. Black-
man, to take over at short notice
and complete the edition for press
in a ghorter time than usual. While
bunidmg activity has been limited,

cally in the democracies, con-
ble revision and rearrange-
ment was carried out in this edi-
tion, consequent on the purchases
of surplus craft by small navies
{at presumably bargain prices),
and on rectassification of types.
Over 500 new illustrations have
been incorporated, and silhouette
drawings are augmeated and more
dearly printed mn many cases.

Qur main interest and concern
may reasonably bie with the ‘ma-
terial of the Brtish Royal Navy,
and here readers will find the two
page iddendum “Serength and
State of Pieet” a usefuy, if some-
what depeessing, zeference. Of the
gx fieer carriers, only one is in
active commission, though four of
. the ofder type of light carviers are
actve. There remain only 26 cruis-
eru, 28 against the 60 which were
tnadequate in 1939, and of these
14 are active, Of 11 desiroyers

the active ships number 34, and
27 frigates are in full commission
a5 against 140 in training and re-
erve Categories.

With the scrapping of “Royal
Sovereign™, all of Britain's pre-
wzr tapltal ships have disappeared,

though the four King George V
dass ips are pre-war in design,
and “Vanguard” cannot be regard-
ed as post-war except in her date
of completion. If our faith is to be
placed in naval avsanon, we may
lock with close interest ar new
carrier construction. We find that
the fleer carrier “Ragle™ is near-
ing complefion, but that her sister
“Ark Royal”, laid down in 1943,
has not been launched. Phato-
graphs and an elevation drawing
reveal thess ships as connnm
the evolution from the 1937 ~
Royal”, with a rather longer is-
land superstructure than in pre-
vicus types, The “Hermes” class
of four ships, now designated as
Intermediate Pleet Aireraft Car-
riess, includes “Albion™ and “Cen-
taur™ scheduled for letion
late in §931, but “Hermes” has
now been 3% years building and
is still on the stocks. In these
ships, developmen® from the “Ma-
jestic” class, speed has been in-

creartd to 30 knots and plane ca-
pacuty to about 50, an incdental
feature being the new sterp form,
perhaps the ugliest yet seen. No
work is being done on the three
“Majestic” class carriers not trans-
ferred to other navies,

Work on the light cruisers
“Blzke™, “Defence™ and “Tiger”,
whtch started 2 rather lengthy

shipyard career as sisters to “Bu-
ﬁ:. but may now be modified,
not been resumed since 1946
The Giret destroyer of the *“Dar-
ing™ class is to be completed late

‘;i;uml “w qu'rﬁn
? )'ul' 3
lin

A sweeping  reclassification
groupa all former slcops, escort
destroyers and corvettes under the
broad category of “frigates”. Por
instance, such ships 2s the 50
“"Hunt" class destroyers, and the
powerful “Black Swan™ sloops,
are now "AA. Prigates”, while
such 2 the "Loch™ class frigates
and “Castle™ class corvettes be-
come "A/S Frigates™. Two former
fleet destroyers of the “Rother-
ham™ clags will be rated as fast
frigates after their current conver-
sion and re-arming, during which
superstzucture will be reduced toa
minimum te secure a low silhouet-
te.

Two fast frigates of a pew
design, to be tud down in Royal
dockyards, and three to be design-
ed and built in Canada for the
R.C.N., will represent the frst
real “answer™ to the fast sub
marine, and the firsr vessels evolv-
ed by DBrtish navies since the
war. It will be interesting to see
if resules of gas turbing trials in
the frigate Hotham will in-
fluence this design.

A weicome development is the
fitting of the “Cumberland™ as a
Trials Cruiser fordt!-;ntutmg d:é
new we including  gui
missiles, m‘gh the fact that she
will not be ready untii 1951
scems to indicate the absence of
any high priority for the project,

Regarding the navy of the U.
S.5.R,, so much information, ne
cesarily unofficial, has reached
the publishers thar they have de-
=1 to present with all reserve,
such news as comes from scurces
believed reliable, Much of the data
¢ of Swedish origin and centres
on the battieships of the “Soviet-
ski Soywr" class, and a set of
drawings show thetn as combining
orthodox heavy armament with ra-
dio-controtled  aerial  torpedoes,
launched from soper-imposed poei-
tions. The probable submarine
strength is put at 360, of which at
least  onethird are  post-war.

.Though many factors, such as re

lative effciency, availability of
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imn, it may be noted dhat
many statted 1942 with about 90

operational submarines (increasing
to some 200 craft late that year)
and that this was the year when
6} million gross tons of non-Axis
merchant shipping were logt o
submasing attack,

The “ships of the year” are the
UEN. he

pears, beautifully photographed,
as frontispicce. They introduce the
fully automatic 8 in. gun, frted in
L turrets, and claimed to have
a rate of Gre fous times that of
prz\ncm marks, One notes that
US. staff sill consider it worth-
while to carry as many a8 four air-
craft, in hangars aft, per heavy
cru:azr in contrast to current Brit-
policy, Concentrations of A.A.
matbowmdstcmmm]lm
vour after several years of exf
penmo: in vacying conditions o
service,  United ngum develop-
ment of fast anti-submarine craft
scems to take as its starting point
the largeat existing U.S. roy-
ers, and calls to mind Churchill's
suggestion of 1940-~that steady
increases in the size and value of
the “hunters” place them rather
in the claza of the “hunted”.

The R.AN. has received an im-
proved presentation this year, with
an increased number of silhoue:-
tes, and several new photogzaphs,
induding a new one of “Ausira-
lia™ ich, with "Shropshire”,

will' be the last of the * ‘County™

will be the last of the “Counry™
group cruisers to survive as such,
A steady increase may also be ob-
served in space allocated to other
Daminion navies.

“Fighting Ships™ is, as ever, the
“good book™ for all students of
raval affairs. It is invaluable o all
thost who seek to follow the pro-
gress of the Royal Navies, and
of the numercus foreign feets
which arc defying airpower en-
thusiasts by continuing to exist,
and in many cases, to expand.
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EX-NAVAL MEN'S

Association

Patres-la-Chlef

Federal CouscH

THE official opening of the As
sociation’s Ninth Triennial
Federal Conference was perform-
ed by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General, the Right Hon, W.
J. McKel), P.C., at the Lady Gow-
tie Services Hut, Manuka, Can-
berra, on Saturdzy, 21st January,
Also present at the ceremany were
the Right Honorable the Prime
Minister, Mr. R. G. Menzies, K.
C., and representatives of the
Navy, Army and Air Force. The
Presidents of the A.C.T. Branches
of the RSS & AILLA, Air
Force Association and the Awus
tralian Legion of Ex-Servicemen
& Women, Presidents and Secret.
aries of the Canberrz Club and
Services Club at Manuka. Messrs.
R. Gordon, (Secretary of the Ser-
vices Canteens Trust Fund) and
J. H. Jamison, {Ex-Naval Men's
Association’s Trustee of the same
fund) were also present at the
Conference. Noted amongst the
many members of the A.C.T. Sec-
tion who attended were Captain
R. C. Garsiz, Messrs. Tvy, Mau-
ger, Mason, Yates, Spellacy, Gel-
fatly, Dean, Murny, Campbell,
Weathesley and K. Smith.

The Pederal Conference con-
ferred the Associztion’s highest
honour of Life Membership on
Messes. B F. Anderson, W. }.
Pearce and H. R. Lockwood, for
their valued services to their cwn
States and the Associztion 25 a
whole. Two of these members
were presest on the day of the
award being approved, and both
were congratulated, on behzlf of
the assembled Delegates, by Mr.
H. Tvey, Presidemt of Victoriat

Officers who were re-elected to
the Federal Executive were F. F.
Anderson, (Federal President);
H. 5. Pecbles, (Federal Vice-Pre-

L)

sudent); G. W. Scotr, (Hon, Fe-
deral Secretary); and J. K. Staf-
ford, (Hon. Pederal Amsistant Sec-
retary). The posidons of Hon.
Federa]l Treasurer and Hon. Fe-
deral Orf;i.sin Secretary zre to
be htled Federzl Council at 2
later date. Mr. G. W. Sewell and
I. M. Brodic were re-elected as
Pederal Councli  Auditors, and
Mr. R. Burge was elected as Hon.
Legal Adviser to the Association.

The Federal Council of the As
sociation has now arrznged to be-
come an Incorporated body in the
State of New South Wales; this
action is in conformity with pre-
vious Conference decisions. Mem-
bers of Melbourne Sub-Section re-
cently transferred o Sydney Sub-
Section were Messrs. A. G. Boyd
and C. C. Peskett; K. K. Sharp
has changed over to the North-
Eastern Sub-Section and H. H.
Nunn to the Premantle Sub-Sec-
tion. Mr. C. }. South has shifted
from Latrobe Valley to Sandring-
ham 8.8. Captain E. C. Rhodes, a
former member of Sydney 5.5,
has notified his change 1o Queens-

of Australia

Mh Majesty Tha King

land Section and Mr. . Burt
from Sydney to Caterbury-Banks
wen 55 Mr. R W. Maloney of
the Southern Subuebs Sub-Section
of South Austrzlia has now be-
gmsne 2 member of Port Adelzide

The Association regrets to an-
nounce the pasting of the foltow-
ing members: — Messrs, T. Scout-
Wales, JH.G. Hugdson, A, Green-
ing G. H. Evans of South
Auetralia, H. A, Mackenzie of
Western Austrzlia and H. Guna
of Victoria.

Messages of appreciation for
services rendered by the Roval
and Australian  Naval personnel,
dockyard employees, an bers

Naval Appointments, Ete

NAVAL FORCES OF THE

COMMONWEALTH
FERMANENT NAVAL PORCES
> {SEA-GOING:

His Bxcellency the GovernorGen
eral in Council hay approved of the
lollowsng sromouona Lm; made, o
date Jlst Decenber, 1949:—

To Captain.- —Zommander Fre:
derick Mortan Caok, D5S.C,

o be Commender—Licutenant
Commanden Iin Hunter McDonald,
Clive Maztin Hodson.

To be Captain (B.)—Commander
(B} Walter Joahva Murray Armitage.
To be urgeon

Commander Henry Waodall Gaule,
be Captain —Commander

To (S.g
{S.) Cbarlea Herbert Blacklock —{Ex.
Min, No.l—Approved 24th Jatuary.

1950},
JOS, PRANCIE,
Minister for the Navy,
NAVAL FORCES OF THE
COMMONWEALTH
His EBiacellency the Govemnor-Gen-
fcr‘all in Coenc,ﬂ has :pprovgd of the

of the N.SW. Fire Brgades 1o
victims of the recent disaster o
HM.AS “Tarakan™ were des-
patched to the authoritics by the
Federal Executive The Association
has since commended the Lord
Mayor of Sydney for sponsoring
an appezl for the victims's' rela-
tives and has also sent a donztion
to the fund to agsist them.
G W. 8

o

being

PERMANENT NAVAL BORCES

OF THE COMMONWHALTH.

(SBA-GOING FORCES).

Appointments. — Lieutenant-Com-
mander (E.} john Douglas Robins is
appointed on Joan Jrom the Rayal

vy, with aeniocity in rank of 1m
October, 1947, dated 7th November,
1949, Neil McAlpine Baird, Patrick
Raymond Joyee and Sean Deamond
Beennan are appainced Surgeon Liew-
tenanta {[or short aervice), dated Tth
September, 194%, 17th  September,
1949, and Bth September, 1949, res-
pectively.

and training s terminated:—Licot,
Alexander Duncan Black, dared 10th
MNovember 1949; Licutenant Stanley
Rae Schobeld, dated 14th September,
1949; Licutenant James Hume, dated
$th October, 194%; Licutenant Ken-
neth William  Shands, dated [0th
November, 1949; Lieutenant Ken-
neth John Charles Leland Bennett,
dated 19th Octaber, 1949; Lieutenant
sﬁaing) John Prederick Todman,
ated 12th October, 1949; Licutenant
Aciing) Gordon McPhee, dated I2th
ctaber, 1949: Lieotenane { Acting)
Robect Evana Smith, dated 12th Oct-
ober, 1949: Commimioned Commu-
nicaion Oificer (Acting) Asthor Ed-
r;‘n; Shipbee, dated 19th September,

Trasfer to Liwr —Band-
master  Licwtenant  Frank  Wilkam
Cacksherd is tranaferred to the Bmerg-
ency List and re-appointed for tem-
poriry service, daved 18ch Apni, 1949

Teansfer to Ratired Lis—Senior

joned  Wardmase, Geocge

Walker is tranaferred to the Revired
Liat, dated drd Avgust, 1949.

Resignaty Th ignation  of

S A X

Trevor Alexander McLean of bis apr
gintment 1 Sergeon  Lievrenant-
mmande; (Acting Surgeon Com-

mander) s acceptes, dated 28th Oct-

ober, 194%, The reignation of Leshie

Lancelot Scott Dyer of his i

LoyT.
Appeingment - -Neville McQuire
1ppointed Commander (E.), with ae-
niocry in aank of 3t  December,
1941, daced Tth May, 1949,
CITEZEN NAVAL FORCES OF
THE COMMONWEALTH
BOTAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE
| SIEA, SGOIMNG) .
Appointient —Chacdes  Ivan Pha-
hery is appointed Acting Sub-Lieuten-
ant (on probation), dated Mich Sept-
erober, 1949,
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL NESEEVE
Frogwition. — Sucgeon  Licutdnant
John Abexander Le Page m promoted
a the rank of Surgeon Licutenant-
Commander, dated 20th  October,

Trandfer to Retired List —Licuten-
ani-Commander Joba Ralph Killick s
tranaferred vo the Reticed Lint, dated
1 2th Ocrober, 1949,

BIYAL AUSTRALIAN MNAVAL
VOLLINTEER

Appoinoosnes. — Ashur  Thomas
Whush is appointed Acting Lieutenant-
Commander, with sendority in ank of
18th May, (346, dased 4th julr, 1949
{seniority a3 Licurenant, 2ind Novem-
ber, 1941). Daniel McBeth Aflison
R [TRTY ,,'kn:" e with
in rank of 14 anualry,
ed Bth June, 1945, ’\Vﬂlian
rdon Parqulias 1 appointed Li
ame, with sensoricy in rank of 16th
May, 1949, dat 28th  Eeptember,
194%,  Terence Owen Kelly i ap-
pointed Sub-Lieveenant, with aenion
i rank of ik Auguet 1947, da
13%h § ber, 1949, Colin Alired

aeniorit

1949,

ment 21 Commissioned Electrical Of-
Scer (L.}, is accepted dated 25th
une, 1949, The ressgnation of John
Beephen 'Hair of his appointment 10
Comminioned Witer 8&::( o oace
“?;.‘d‘ dated 303 ]ur:. 1949,

The appointraent of Licutenant (s.,_
John Herbert Towneend ia ummnr&
on reversion 1o the Royal Navy, dated
18ch November, 1949, The appoint

Promotions.—Lisut, james Henry
Woodlard Craven, D 5.Co it promoted i or Ernest Tuban Barey as Codet
to the rank of Lieutenant-C & N her, 1549, .

dated Ist  November, 1949, Sub-
Licutenantu John St. Barbe Moz and
Alan Gill rdell ace promoted to
the rank of Licutenant, daced 16th
November, 1942, Lieutenants (5.)
John Douglas-Hiley and Robin 1l
Angel are promoted to the rank of
Li:mcmnv&mmandgr {5.) (Actng),
dated lst Wovember, 1949,
Comfirmation in Rank.—The Rev.
Gordon Reginald Gearge, Chaplain
{on probation), is conbrmed as Chap-
lain, with seniozity of 18tk November,
1947, dated 18th November, 1949,
Commisjoned Catering Officer (Act
ing) Whlliam jease Dow ia confirmed
in the rank of Commissioned Carer
ing Offcer, with seniorpy of 3lst
logc‘tgbu. 1948, dared 3lat October,
Loan to Royal Navy for Service
md Traiving.—The Joan of the lo)-
lowing to the Royal Navy for service

March, 1980

AUXKILIARY SHRVICES.
Hytansion of Service.—The aervices
ol Commander Jack Bolton Newman
are extended lor 3 period of two yean
from F4th May, 194%, under the pro-
vistorn of Section 17 of the Naw
Delence Act.
EMERGENCY LIST.
Appomiment. — Thomas  Bowen
Ready i appointed Surgeon Licugens
ant, with senjocity in rank of %%th
Avguat, 1945, dared | Ith March 1949,
ranafar to Retired List.—Lieuten-
ant-Commander George Thomas Savn-
ders, MB.E,, is transferred o the Re-
vired List and re-appointed for tem-
?grlgry service, dated 18th November,
4%,
R esgonati o —The
Geolfrey Charlea Premante  Beapson
mander is accepied, dated Kith
Oeeober, 1949,

cesignation  of:

Cameron Galbnith s appointed Sur-
geon Licutenant, with semonity in
rank of igth November., 1948, dated.
19th October, 1949, Kenneth Jackson
Adlison is app d  Sub-Li
(5.}, with seniority in rank of 16th
May, 1948, dared 212nd  Seprember,
1949,

Prowposions. —Surgean  Liewtenant
Peter Ronald Beett m promoted to the
rank  of Surgeon Licwteram-Com-
mander, dated %th Qerober, 1949,

Teonmation. of A . The
appointment  of Norman  Francia
Broughton a1 Lreutemant  {Special
Branch) is torminaved, daved 3rd Mov-
ember, 194% —({Ex. Min. No. 3—Ap
proved 24th Januarv, 19H)).

JOS. PRANCIS,
Miniates for che Navy,
PHRMANENT NAVAL FORCHS
OF THE COMMONWEALTH.
(SEAGOING FORCES).

Appointments — Licvtenant-Com-
mander (L)} Will Barker ia appointed
un Joan ifrom the R Wavy, with
remiosdy i cank of dth Mareh, 1948,
Dated 1w October, 194%, Ronakd Rex
Calder is 2p d Sub-Li (L)
{on probuion]), Dated 15ch March,
1949, Mazwell Alan George in ap-
vointed Inmructor Sub-Licutenant ¢on
grulmnon). Dated 3rd Oceober, 1949,

olund George Chambera s appoioted
Surgton Licvtenant (loc ahort ser-
vice). Dared st August, 1945,

* 4




A Message to Youth ...
Engineering Apprenticeships are a
sound basis for a richly endowed
future.

Vacancies exist with . ., .
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meoo——Lieunt Command-
ers David Walter Kitke O.B.B,, and
John Robert Lang are promoted to
the rank of Commander. Dated J0th
June, 1949, Liewenant Richard Lesson
Martelli Shannon is promoted to the
rank of Lievtenant-Commander. Dated
16th October, 1948, Sub-Licutenant
Peter Merven Rees in promoted to
the rank of Licwenant. [Tated mt
November, 1949, Licutenant (£) Dou-
plas Victor Knight is promoted to the
fan Lieutenant-Commander (B},
Dated 1t March, 1949, Commimion-
ed Communication Ofgec {Air) Leslic
Gordon {ohn Howard is_promoted to
the rank of Senior Commisdoned
Communication Officer (Ade). Dated
1at Qctober, 1948,

i.\'f_‘.li\\ '

PLEASE !

4 YORK 5T., RICHMOND, VICTORIA
'Phone: |A 313},

Office & Factory:

THE
SOUTH BRITISH INSURANCE

CO. LTD.

® FIRE © MARINE e ACCIDENT

THE SOUTH BRITISH INSURANCE CO. LTD.
HUNTER & O‘CONNELL STS,
SYDNEY, N.S.W.

BUY

PHILIPS
LAMPS

AND SER

Traadder to the B v List—
Liewtenant-Commander Charles Rupert
Reid i tansfecred to the Emecgency
List and cr-appointed for tempomry
service. Dated 3rd September, 1949.

Teansfer o the Retired List.—
Chaglain the Reverend William Henry
Henderson, O.B.E., in transferred o
the Reured Liw and re-appointed Joz
tempocary service. Dated 2§ch Oceober,
1949.

Remgnations, —The  resignation  of
William Richard Jackson of hir ap
ointment as Lirutenant is accepted.
Bar.cd 12th October, 1949, The resiga-
aton of Prank Clinton Treguaha of
his appointment 2z Senior Commie
n:n:ll)i Eldmric:sl Of&cr"ﬂl,) is accept-
ed. Dated 23rd June, ;
MlGéNCY LIST,
Fixing  Raten of P-E—Enginnr
Captain Clarence 'Walter Bridge, O.
E. i granied a consolidared ufary at
the cate of Thirteen Hundred ‘and
Seven Pounds €i1,307) per annum
plus Deferred Pay ar the rate of One
Hundred and Seventy Four Pounds
{£1H4) rer annum: mbry o be in-
clusive of all sllowances cxcept travels
ling. Dated 6th October, 1949,

CITIZEN MAVAL FORCES OF
THE COMM TH.
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE
SEA-GODNGY .

T ek of Appoi The
sppointment of Robert Spinks Tuener
as Temporary Engineer  Licwenant-
Commander w terminated, Dated Sth
September, 1949,

ROUYAL AUSTRALIAN MNAVAL K

Tesminsion of A —The

ﬂ!m&d?hblu

. 1944, Dated

N, 4—NX;° e 2 2}?!.‘ el 19};"1;:)"

0. prove anuary, .
1oL NG,

Minister for the Navy.

NAVAL DEFENCE ACT AND
NAVAL ESTABLISHMENTS

REGULATIONS.
MAVAL ESTARLISHMENTS,
AFPOQINTMENT.

Hi Eacellency the Governoe-Gen-
eeal in Council bas approved of Hector
Charles_ Kilkpairick "beng  appointed
Senioy Dyaugbtman, Grade "B, with
eflect from Yrd November, 1949 —
Ex, Min. Nob—Approves 24th

anvary, 1950},
JOS. FRANCIS,
Minister or the Navy.
NAVAL FORCES OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.

His Excellency the Goverror-Gen-
eral in Gouncil has appeoved of the
following changer being made:—
PERMANENT MNAVAL FORCES

OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

A, (SBAGOING FORCES},

Com-

mander John Francis Folger i1 ap
pointed on loan from the Royal Navy,
with u-m'on‘ts in cank of Iiré Decem-
bec, 1948, dated Int Oclober, 1949,
Licutenant John Charler Rushbrooke,
D.5.C., i» appointed on loan from the
Royal Nwr (Exchange Officer), with
seniodity in rank of Lst fanvary, 1942,
dated 1rd Movembes, 1949, Liroten-
ant Peter Marold Mogn‘dg:, D8C,
is appoimed on loan from ihe Royal
Navy, with seniority in cank of 1ith
Pebruary, 194%, dated lat November,
1949, Licvicnant-Commander (L)
Glyn Burton SeagerThomas iy mp-
pointed on loen from the Royal Navy,
with seniority in rank of 14th Ogioe
ber, 1947, dated 20s2 November, (949,
Commissioned Gunner (T.A5) Re-
ginald Cornclius Skingsley i+ appoint-
ed on loan frem the Royal Navy (Bx-
chaage Qfficer), with aeniority in rank
of Mth Juaz, 1943, dared Tch Novem-

bné 3218
i — Li nt Thomas
William Smith ia prommied 10 the

qank of Lieutenant.-Commandee, dated
th Movember, 1949, Licutenant Al
wyn James Pord is promoted 1o the
rank of Liswenam-Commander, dated

E;ppoinm;:;‘\: of Robert ‘; ve
reen of his appoinlment as Jurgeon
Lievienant m terminaied. Daed 16h
Seprember, 1949,
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL
YOLUINTEER  RESERYE.
ts.—Louis Bibrs i ap-
pointed Lievtenant, with senjority
rank of V6th June, 1942, Dated ath
May, 1946, John McCimmon in ap-
pointed Lieutenant, with seniority in
rank of #th Pebruary, 1949, Duated
1h Avgest, 1348, Stanley Morgan is
appointed Sub.Li with senior-
ity in rank ol Bth September, 1947,
Dated t2th February, ‘IN“.C James

9th Movember, 1949, Lievtenant (B}
Anthony Charles Temple Morrie ot
&omutﬂ te the rank of Lieotenan:-

mmander (E), dated 1#th Novem:
ber, 1545,

i i in  Raak. — Asting
Lievtenant Keith Efwood Clarkson, D,
EM,, is confitmed in 1the 1ank of
Lieutenant, with senionity of 371h Peb-
??4?' 1945, dated Vith WNovember,

Fizing Rates of Pay—Insteucior
Licutenani-Commander Hapdn Guen
10 be paid the rates of pa& and al-

Cairne Barkley m app
sioned Weter Ofbeer, with seniority

T Muvy

lowancer prescribed in the Nawval Fie
nancia egulad for
Com der, whilst acting  in  that

cank, dated 9ch November, 1349,

Ilhlnd. L]

Wall Worlh Oonsidering—Where Do You $iand
Young Man1 -

the So
(}m)h&hﬁh(wh'ﬂe&umm& ufGo:
HA NOT LIFE."
By the focegoing it should be clesr thet thece is no accem to God
Av YOUR Broo et o o e i tance
a t L]
or rejection of GOD'S WAY OF SALYATION—BE Wlm AND

PROTECT
YOUR
CHILDREN

Q

Cornwell's Extract of Malt—the cconomical tonie food provides

¢ssential body building and encrgy creating vitamins which

fortify growing children against sickness and build them
strongly for future years,

CORNWELL'S
Ecthac of

NATURE'S TONIC POOD YOUNG AND OLD.




—HAMBURGER BUN CO.

30.38 VICTORIA ST., PADDINGTON
NS.W.

'‘Phone: FA 3998: Office: XA 1553

BAKERS

MORT'S DOCK
& ENGINEERING CO. LTD.
SHIPBUILDERS
MARINE & GENERAL ENGINEERS
IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS
BOILERMAKERS & BLACKSMITHS
Establintud —— 1854
HEAD OFFICE & WORKS:

MORT'S BAY, BALMAIN

. SYDNEY, N.S.W.
" Phoner WB 1991—6 lines.

BUCHANAN & BROCK
PTY. LTD.

ENGIIVEERS, BOILER MAKERS, PORTABLE
ELECTRIC ARC AND OXY.ACETYLENE
WELDERS.

Manolsctoren of:

Mo sonecy, Holsting, ing & Wioding Engi
'sms;".: Winchen, nmm%uk.. .::u
TAR DISTILLING PLANTS, FACTORY REPAIRS.
SHIP REPAIRS.

Ragistered Office:
LORIMER STREET, SOUTH MELBQOURNE, $.C5.

Telepbones: MX 2281-2-3.
After Houts Rings T. 'Buchensn —WF 5083

]. Brack-—U 3787,

Emesuen of Serviom—The servies
of Coptais {Aasisg Rarisoksl 7]
Gearge Dunbar Mooce, CBE,
extended for a perod of one year
from Ith October, 1948, under wecr
bon 7 of the Maval Defence Act.
The secvices of Lieurenant-Commander
{Acting Commander) William Harold
Thudby ace extended lor a peniod of
wne yezr from  4dh  Jaavary, 1990,
under section 440 of the Navaj De-
lence Act (19101949, The services of
Licvtenant-Commander [Acing Com-
mander) Alaa Clive Mather we ex-
tended for a period of two yeans jrom
Ith December, 1948, under aection
¥7 ol the Maval Delence Act. The
services  of  Lievtenant-Commander
(Acting Commander) Fredesick Ros
Jamea are extended Jor a period of
twa yearn (com 23rd July, 1948, under
section |7 of the Nawval Delence
Transfer o ney Lis.—Cap-
win  {Acing Rewr-Admiral)  George
Dunbar Moore, C.BE., is gunlerred
1o the Emergency List and re-appoint-
ed lor wemporary service, dated [Oth
October, 1949, Liewteram:  Harold
Hardiman, M.BE, and John Alken
Harte, Mh.ﬂ.. are manslerred to the
Bmergency Li and reappointed for
temporary service, dated 20th Decem.
ber, 1949, and 2&h January, 194%,
reapectively. Qﬂ;‘l,lzin, the gev:und
Jobn Bernard Roche i trznaiesved 1o
the Emergency List, dated 18th Ocro-
ber, 1949, Licutenant Commander {$)
Charbes Wilsan is transferred w the
Emergency Limt and seappointed fon
temporary wervice, dared 20th Decem-
Iu.rl._ 1949,

of Appai The
pai of Licur Command
Percival Brie Trvine Bailey is terminar
ed on revension to the Roval Mavy,
dated Stk Qctober, 1949,

CITIZEN NAVAL FORCES OF
THE COMMONWEALTHL

ROYAL AUSTHALIAN NAVAL RESERVE
[SEAGOING),
The

Terminaton of Appoi
appointment of Godirey George Moss
as Temporsry Licutenzar-Commander
is terminated, dated 1nth October,
1949,
ROYAL ALSTRALIAN NAVAL RESERVE.
Agpointment—Alan Robert Bird is
appainted Commimsioned Bandmaster
{3:9 probatian), dated I15th Avgus,
Termination of Appas The
appointment pf Prancia Caltum Archi

bald as Surgeon Licwtenant is termin-
ated, dated 21w August, 1949

ROYAL AUSTERALIAN MNAVAL
VOLUNTERR RESERVE.

Appoincments. —Henry Hamison i
appointed  Acting  Lieutenant.Com-
mander, with seniodty in fank of 19ch

Novemsﬂ, 1946, dated \mt November, [,

1948 [seniority a5 Lieutenany, 10th
August, 1944), Maxwell Menry Shean,
D,S',O, and Bas, is appoineed Licuten-
ant, with seniomity [n rank of Jim
July, 1946, dated 18th November,
1949, Leonurd Frederick Willon Vick-

»
tidge & appaioted Ll ot, with
umrﬁz“i:a mok of Ind September,
1948, d 26th November, . 1949,
Kitgsley Grabam Bond i appointed
Lieutenam, with senioriey in fank
of V4th October. 1947, dared 141
Avgust, 1949, Jobn Prancis Rutter is
appointed A:tini Surgeva Lirutenant-
Jer, wit oty in rank of
J0h anuars, 1940, dus.d' 26th Octor
r, A0ty u ton Liew-
m;:u ‘th Ocr.ob:rr.v l?«‘]lft

of Appos —The
appointment of James Ablonws Caro-
lan u Liewtenant ($pecial Branch) s
ttrmilnc:nd. dated THh October, 15949,

YAL AUSTRALIAMN N‘AVA.L
Terminaton of Apeeinemsnty— The

Ansivers to
(1) (z) The Lizard is the

southermmost
land: (b) Bustard Head is
on the Queensland cozse, 100
miles or so porth of Sand
Cape; (c) Schnapper Ro&l
is off the New South Wales
coast, near Manning River;
{d) Shark Bay is on the
West Australian  coast, at
Carnarvon; (e) Wolf Rock,
again on the south of Eng-
land, lies of Land's End
about midway between the
Sally Isdes and the Lizard;
() the Turtle Grou}g of
islets s daﬂ' the North
Queenstand  qoast, between
Capes Melville and Plattery,
north of Cooktown; (g) the
Lioness ia the Leeuwin,
South West Australia,

(1) Callao iy the port of Lima.

(®) () The gregale iy a dry,
mai north east wind, at

Malta; (b) the hurmattan is |

3 hot dr{uwind from the
Sahara which is mer with
round the Gulf of Guinea;
(¢) the khamgin is 2 hot
wind from the Sahara which

blows over Bgypt; (d) the
mistral is 2 ooﬂtpbmn( wind
from the interior of France;
(¢} the pampero i 2 cold,
mth_wat Mndthgwhid: is
expérenced on
of, the Argentine; ﬁ)m m
Hrocod 2 hot scorchi
wind from the Szhara whizg
blows over southern Europe.
(4) The Yellow River iy the

) ﬂ-'-ﬂimfm

pomnt of Bng- .

P of Kathleen Mignon Lau-
reoce M Acsing Matron is tefminsted,
dued 26th Juty, 1942, The appoint.
ment of PBlizabeth Rose Coberoft s
Acgting S\yxrinundin Sister, In ter
minated, dated 20eh July, 1948, The
appointments of Nancy glmcnf, Joyee
ham and Catharina Hendrica” Aar
wen a1 Sisers are terminated, dated
i3ch July, 1948, 19:h July, 1948, and
kb August, 1948, respecrively. The
appointmeats of Mary Rosa Mackentie
and Keitha Boyee Mary Heritage
Sisters, are rterminated, dated 22nd
July, 1948 —(Ex. Min. No.10—Ap-
psoved 24h January, 1930),
JOS. PRANCIS,

Minister for the Navy.

Nautical Quiz

Hwang-ho—which is also
kTWWA 0 35 “The Sorrow of
China"™ because of ity disas-
trous floods, the lower course
being several feer above the
suryounding plaing

The five White Star ahi
on the Australian run in the
first decade of this century

(3

—

were: “Persic”, “Medic,
Runic”, "Afric”, znd “Sue-
vie™,

(8) The “continental shelf" is -

the fringe of shallow water
around the continents, be-
yond which s the much
:Iteeper drop to the ocean
oor.

{7) Grand-Admiral Alfred von
Tirpitz vas Commander-in-
Chief of the German Navy
in 1914;  Grand-Admiral
Erich Raeder in 1930,

(8) “Tumblchome™ i the in-
wards curvature of the hyll
surface above the watertine.
The opposite is “flare”.

(%) A “hues” is 3 watcher wifh,
in Comnwall, was sationed
on the diffs to watch for the
schools of pilchard and mac-
kerel, and directed the seine
boats below to the achools,

(10) A Bill of Lading ia the do-
_cument given by the Mayter .
cof 2 vesel acknowledgi
the receipt of certain

on .d:'hhﬂcby he con-
tracty o deliver such
in order and amm
at port of conai

The trture of steam for mar) rRasts
i met tha lalan I:I;-n:l. s:u
munts, which, v tern, wra becksd
wvar Fa?m:m u; xpaciance, At jex,
o wn lind, ¥ima hes pravad Hhe wervies
of Babcoch Beiler Pant

BABCOCK & WILCOX
GF &AUSTRALI4L PFTY. LImITED
ING'NEEEE AND CONTRACTORE
. Bead Bifies & Woudn, Legsnis Pack, BN,
Branch Oficas and Agmcles In al 1211 "N

Alwnyl ask for , . .

SHELLEY'S
FAMOUS DRINKS

Obtainsble From leading
shops and saloons.

Rewil Price _ . .

LARGE BOTTLE - 35d

SMALL BOTTLE - 4d.

SNELLEY & SORS
CORDIAL FAOTORY
PTY. LYD.
MURRAY STREET,

+ MARRICKVILLE,
-NS.W.

'Phones: LA 2431, LA 26%




LIEE IN A BARRACKS,

Continugd rom pags 1%

of two pounds of meat, twe
pounds of bread, and 2 single so-
litary gafion of beer.™

Nobody took any notice of us.
We just kept on moaning in case
they did. 1t was the ofd sea oun
tom of grouge and go. A mer
chant seaman in transit brought
the house dowm one day. He was
sitting next to Supply Assistant
Len if. Afrer eyeing the
food up'and down for 2 few min-
utes he got up and walked away
muttering, “Not  Board of Trade
at all. When go we get the black
pan from the wloon?”

A fzvourite walk on z liberty
run was along the wide esplenade
bordering the sca. This is the fa:
mous Galle Pace, with the intec
nationally known hotel ‘of the same
name standing 2t its farther ex-
tremity. In the codd of the evening
the expanse of green lawn was
alive with people who had come
down to enjoy the cool breezes.
Small native boys peddled paper
cones stuffed with peanuts. There
were usually a few pieces of granite
thrown in for good measure. Many

molar was shattered by 2.

a
healthy crunch on 2 sizeable piece -

of gravel,

The servicemen used the Galle
Face as a pickup ground. The
number of unattached females was
strangely teminiscent of Young
and Jackson's corner when the
Navy made port on 3 Priday
aftrernoon. Tt was there that | met,
the gir. She sat down on the park
bench beside me. Thos: smoky
blue eyes suited her. She was tall
and slim, Her hair glitwed gold in
the sunlight.

“Hullo", she greeted,

“Howdy™. 1 had not spoken to
a white woman for a long time.
1 felt strangely clumsy.

“You aren't very talkative arc

you?”

“Dunno. I've often been told I
tal¥ roo much for my own good.”
I kept staring.

“Finished locking me over?" she
asked. "My name's Sandra.”

A conversation started up after
that. Before long we were kke old

friends. We strolled along to the
Calle Pace Hotel. A dawdling taxi
pulied up and we told the deiver
to tzke us o Mount Lavinia
While we were alighting she drop-
ped her wallet. T picked it up and
saw that it came from the Oid
Butcher Street works of Kadermo-
hideen. Those leather folders had
a special significance. I flipped it
open and saw the special duty pass
1 had been looking for. It meant
she was a member of a hush-hush
unit. T thought the authorities were
fools to use women in this area.
They were not smart enough 0
outwit us men. | handed it back
to her open and grinned. All at
once | went purple.

“You're not so clever™, she said.
I think this belongs to you.” She
threw my wallet across to me. T
shoved it deep down inte my
packet and buttoned the flap over
it. Now she knew as much about
me a8 [ had learned about her.

We sat down on the warm sand.
A few fishing vessels were drawn
wp on the beach. A reed pipe
wailed # lzment. The silver moon
wove the palms into a circular pats
tern of black lace. A hundred
yards out the reef murmured 2
song of love through the scented
air.

NAUTICAL QUESTION BOX
Comtimusd drom page 1%

“Etruria” and "Umbria™ were
by this time going down the scale
of populzrity and engaged more in
the cheaper type of travel.

The year-1908 found the two
ships engaged in_a fare war with
other lines and it was possible 10
travel across the Atantic in their
2nd class accominodation for £7.
Their time was drawing 1oz close,
for the “Lusitaniz” and the Aret
“Mauretaniz” were running a fast
service and the older ships swere

losing their places. In 1909 “Btra-
ra” and “meria" were decdared
obsolete and sent to the ship
breakers. As onginally buily, these
ships carried yards and mile on
their forecand ™ main-masts, bt
these were soon stripped, and laser
siill, they were fited with very
large funnels which made them
very fine looking vessels.

Ll

4
OATUARY—ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD
WER.

Contieusd from paga M

Constantinople after the armistice;
in* both posts his tact, knowledge,
and robust common sense were of
grear valve. Later he was head of
the Royal Naval College at Green-
wich.

He maintained touch with his
rofession after his retirement, and
Kr:rured at the Royal United Ser-
vice Institution and at  seversl
educational centres. He was a
member of the Navy Records So-
ciety and che Society for Nautical
Research. But his chief occupation
after retirement, which was 3 ©
wholly after his own heart, was
the conduct and editing of the
“Naval Review™, a quarterly ma-
gazine which, with official ap-
proval but entirely free from offi-
cial control, is privately printed
and circulates within the Navy as
2 medium for free discussion o
rrofessimal subjects and prob-
ems,

THE
FLEET-FORGE

PTY. LTD.

9.13 LORIMER ST.
STH. MELBOURNE
VICTORIA

ENGINEBERS
STRUCTURAL
MECHANICAL
’ MARINE

Quotations given for all
clesses of work.

TELEFHONE:
MX5231 (6 lioes)
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A CALL
TO ADVENTUROUS
YOUNG MEN

The call of 1he ven, to ndven-
lure, te foreign travel, 10 o
grand, free bife, js ax slrong
as ever, Apd the Reyal
Awvstrulian Navy offers you
just thal life, in a rapidly
expanding, highly techaical
wervice. The werk i niost
joleresting aod yaried, apd
gives renl oppertunities of
prumetion and high rates »f
pay with romplete wecurity.

Lim b o wphim s e e

-

ot

s:-g.r‘m Cosipon at The foond of P

v
wn M apperlaailics e Aaey
affert yuic,

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR

SEAMEN, Sigmatmnn, Tebe, 1 5 i
Yich krl! nitemdasl, c'l::lph;:“::‘m;::;z:':
Cerical, Armao (wen-Bvingh Mosiciaw spd Mmmicisa-

Trade experience is requited and sniry is subjeer 1o
l.lnul'ng » trade tem. AGE FTOR ENTRY & iher
iR aand nnder 24, (1 ader 20 in spreiof casea). Airerafi
,\'ndp;;mu_- u,;rirrr requiced rxeempl for Musivaan Artifier orer 1B] and under 23
and Mumcian-Ruglrr. AGE F 3 :
V11 ead under 24, OR ENTRY: Grer
;“B.E, :unmm

ip . Enginr Rueem Artiferr, Drdwsacy
Artibeer, Abcerall  Ariierr, ol At
e riifieer, Ebeetrleal Artieer

Tradesmen cligible © Shipwrights, boat-buikbers,
bridpe-bwilders,  fitlers aml  torners.  bogber-
MAKCE, COPrsmille, engine-sanths, inrenaent
makers, electrical Gitsers, Alers, shceimetal-
workers, paioters and bavksmiths,

NAVAL AVIATION WRANCH -Nming Pilet.

Eniries alrction. ACK FOR ENT :
17 ond :?\,Jn |0.“m NTRY : Ormr

For full informatlon, fNf In and rend dw

of ths sdvarihament showing the group in  which
1 the Maval Recrulting tor In your Staie.

sim e ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

balow togather with s ¢

are  [nte r\tlhd-',

il

Flezsr send mr full
ahich interemis me.

...................
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1)
(2.)

(1)
)
(5.)

(6.

A million men
cant he wrono

6 reasons why men ask tor

STAMINA TROUSERS

THE FOUNDATION OF ALL STAMINA TROUSERS IS CRUSADER (LOTIN,
STAMINA TROUSERS ARE SELF - SUPPORTING AND NAYE RUST-
PROOF HL URLES.

EVERY SEAM (S SERGED WITH AN OVERLOCK STITCH
POCKETS ARE STRONG AND STOULLY MARE. . .. ... ... ..
THEY CANRY THE STAMINA TRADE NAME WHICH IS YOLR
GUARANTEE OF SERYHE.

EVERY PAIR OF TLOLSERS IS TAILORED TO GIVE YOU PLEASURE
IN LEISLRE.




