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FILE PHOTO: AWD Hobart on initial sea trials, 2016. Photo courtesy the AWD 

Alliance. 

 

Lockheed Martin Australia in support of the Royal Australian Navy has 

conducted a successful ôlight offõ of the Aegis Combat System on HMAS Hobart, 

following her first docking at Garden Island, Sydney. 

The Aegis system ôlight offõ marks the transition from production period of the 

Post Delivery Upgrade (PDU) to combat system testing and training for HMAS 

Hobart. 

These comprehensive tests will ensure the combat system equipment is 

operational and the crew are ready to commence their next mission. 

Scott Thompson, Interim Chief Executive of Lockheed Martin Australia and New Zealand, said this was a 

significant announcement for Australia, as it was the first time an Aegis ôlight offõ activity has been planned, 

coordinated and delivered by an Australian-led workforce. 

òThis initiative exemplifies the concept of sustainable sovereign capability, with the local team drawing upon 

the global backbone for the expertise to deliver all work locally.ó 

Lockheed Martin Australia led a dedicated team of more than 20 technicians from a range of local and 

international government and industry partners making Aegis operational on-board HMAS Hobart at Fleet 

Base East in Sydney. 

HMAS Hobart is completing its PDU that includes a number of major upgrades to its capability in a number of 

areas. 

òWe are very proud of this accomplishment,ó Mr Thompson said. 

òAchieving Aegis ôlight offõ for the Royal Australian Navy is an important milestone which demonstrates HMAS 

Hobart is fully operational and ready to support Navyõs mission to maintain Australiaõs maritime security.ó 

 
12 June 2019 

 
Reference: https://www.contactairlandandsea.com 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2019/06/12/hmas-hobarts-aegis-combat-system-light-off/
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/
https://issuu.com/contactpublishing/docs/contact62/16
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Royal Australian Navy Frigate HMAS Ballarat has seized another four illicit drug shipments in three days while 

deployed to the Middle East region. 

 

The four boardings took place over the period 2 to 5 June 2019, as Ballarat conducted a routine patrol in the 

Arabian Sea in support of the Combined Maritime Forces. 

The drug seizures included a large quantity of hashish and narcotics weighing a combined total of 5.8 tonnes. 

The suspicious vessels, known as dhows, were believed to be engaging in illegal activity when 

HMAS Ballarat conducted the boardings under the authority of the Combined Task Force 150. 

Commanding Officer HMAS Ballarat Commander Paul Johnson said the routine boardings were essential to 

achieving maritime security in the region. 

òOur goal is to disrupt the sources of funding for terrorism and deny the narcotics trade in the Middle East,ó 

Commander Johnson said. 

òIn support of the Combined Maritime Forces, we aggressively pursued a number of vessels, which had shown 

signs of smuggling illegal narcotics. 

òThe team have been working hard to track, intercept and board these vessels in some difficult conditions.ó 

The recent hauls now bring the total number of seizures by HMAS Ballarat to 14 during her nine-month 

deployment to the region since October 2018. 

Despite doing so for every other seizure in memory, Defence did not give specific weights or street values for 

these latest seizures ð but, we do know that HMAS Ballarat removed more than $1billion worth of drugs from 

the high seas in her previous 10 seizures. 

 
Reference: https://www.contactairlandandsea.com 

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/
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Parting gift ð Governor-General Sir Peter Cosgrove, Staff Cadet Camryn Kendall, CO RMC-D Lieutenant Colonel Ryan 

Robert and Commandant of the Royal Military College ð Australia, Brigadier Rupert Hoskin. Photo by Leading Seaman 

Craig Walton. 

 

A ceremonial òTrooping of the Queenõs Colouró was conducted by the Corps of Staff Cadets of the Royal Military 

College-Duntroon on Saturday. 

The annual parade celebrates the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Australia, who turned 

93 this year. 

The Reviewing Officer for the parade was His Excellency, the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK, MC (Retd), 

Governor-General of Australia ð at his final military parade in uniform before retiring later this month. 

A graduate of the Royal Military College, the Governor-General said he was pleased to be the Reviewing Officer 

at the 65th Trooping of the Queenõs Colour at Royal Military College-Duntroon. 

òIt is more than 54 years since I put on a uniform here at the Royal Military College as a Staff Cadet,ó he said. 

òIt is to me most apt and very nostalgic to wear my uniform here for the final time as Governor-General and 

Commander-in-Chief as we salute Australiaõs sovereign.ó 

Commandant of RMC-D Brigadier Rupert Hoskin said the parade was a testament to the collegeõs proud history 

as the Armyõs premier officer-training establishment. 

òGovernor-General Cosgrove has a special connection with Duntroon, being a graduate himself then later serving 

as the Commandant,ó Brigadier Hoskin said. 

òIt is a privilege for us to be able to mark this historic occasion and to pay our respects in this very special place.ó 

The ôTrooping of the Colourõ ceremony dates back to the 16th Century when, each evening, the Regimentõs 

Colour was escorted through the ranks of troops to ensure that soldiers would be able to recognise their Colour 

on the battlefield. 

Reference: https://www.contactairlandandsea.com 

 

 

 

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/cossie_duntroon_queens_colour3.jpg
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Exercises SEA EXPLORER and SEA RAIDER tested the Australian Defence Forceõs capacity to execute 

complex amphibious warfare, as well as stability and security operations, and the evacuation of civilians 

from uncertain environments. 

 

Almost 2000 full time and reserve personnel from the Royal Australian Navy, Australian Army, Royal 

Australian Air Force, Royal New Zealand Navy, United States Marine Corps, US Navy, US Army and the Royal 

Marines were coordinated across the land, sea, air and beaches during the activities, which included many 

firsts for the Australian Defence Force. 

 

Commander of the Amphibious Task Force, Captain Paul O'Grady said the activities were a key part of 

building and delivering a highly capable amphibious force, ready to deploy as required by Government. 

òThe Sea Series demonstrates our growing capabilities and builds confidence that we can operate 

effectively across the full spectrum of amphibious operations, up to and including high end warfighting. 

òEvery year our capabilities are developing by leaps and bounds. 

 

òThis year saw not only the two Landing Helicopter Docks operating together for the first time, but also the 

sea basing of Army's Armed Reconnaissance Helicopters from Canberra - adding potent firepower that can 

be brought to bear against land and maritime targets alike. 

 

òWe also demonstrated a capability to coordinate complex aviation and dock operations from both ships, 

including a night vertical replenishment of the Armyõs M777 Howitzers,ó Captain O'Grady said. 

Commander Landing Forces, Australian Army Colonel Kim Gilfillan, said the tempo of the exercises had 

accelerated every day and many people were working together for the first time. 

 òWe go into the TALISMAN SABRE series with a robust and confident capability, ready to test our 

interoperability and ensuring we are prepared to integrate into broader multinational operations,ó Colonel 

Gilfillan said.  The Sea Series exercises will conclude on 5 July. 

 

Reference: http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/Fleet/5302#.XRdZdOgzbIU  

http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/Fleet/5302#.XRdZdOgzbIU
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The Governor-General and Chancellor of the Order of Australia, His Excellency General the Honourable Sir 

Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd), today announced 1214 awards in the Queenõs Birthday 2019 Honours List, 

including 26 members of the Royal Australian Navy. 

The Royal Australian Navy wishes to congratulate all of our members, as well as those serving in the Army 

and Air Force, who have been recognised in todayõs Honours List. In particular we note that Rear Admiral 

Gregory John Sammut AM CSC RAN NSW received the Officer (AO) in the Military Division of the Order of 

Australia for distinguished service as the Head Future Submarine Program, and the General Manager 

Submarines. 

The full Queenõs Birthday 2019 Honours List is available at: https://www.gg.gov.au/queens-birthday-

2019-honours-list. 

Reference: http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/People/5261/Queen%E2%80%99s-Birthday-2019-Honours-List-

announced.htm#.XRdao-gzbIU 

Six high school students got a hands-on 

understanding of what life is like in the Royal 

Australian Navy during a week of work 

experience at HMAS Coonawarra in Darwin. 

Highlights of the week for the Year 11 and 12 

students from Casuarina Senior College 

included visiting Navy patrol boats to learn how 

they operate at sea, and observing a ship 

undock from the hardstand to the water. The 

students also used a laser cutter and computer 

technology to create nameplates for some of 

the patrol boats. The work experience program 

is part of a partnership between Navy, Northern 

Territory industry and the College, to encourage disadvantaged students to pursue careers in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) fields. 

http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/Community/5267/Partnership -opens-doors-to-STEM-careers-for-Top-End-students.htm#.XRntOOgzbIU  

https://www.gg.gov.au/queens-birthday-2019-honours-list
https://www.gg.gov.au/queens-birthday-2019-honours-list
http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/People/5261/Queen%E2%80%99s-Birthday-2019-Honours-List-announced.htm#.XRdao-gzbIU
http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/People/5261/Queen%E2%80%99s-Birthday-2019-Honours-List-announced.htm#.XRdao-gzbIU
http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/Community/5267/Partnership-opens-doors-to-STEM-careers-for-Top-End-students.htm#.XRntOOgzbIU
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HMAS SUCCESS II, the longest serving ship in Navyõs Fleet, has completed her service to the nation 

and was decommissioned at her homeport at Sydneyõs Garden Island on Saturday. 

Success - dubbed the ôBattle Tankerõ - has been a vital part of Navyõs capability over the past 33 

years. 

The 157 metre-long Durance Class Replenishment Oiler was the last major vessel built at Cockatoo 

Island in Sydney and was the biggest ship in Navyõs Fleet at the time she was commissioned in 1986. 

Over more than three decades she sailed more than a million nautical miles and completed almost 

3500 replenishments at sea around the world. 

She earned battle honours for her service during the Gulf War in 1991 and East Timor in 1999, and 

also participated in a record 11 Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercises and the search for the missing 

Malaysian Airlines Flight MH370. 

Despite her age, Success maintained a high tempo right to the end, deploying twice since May last 

year and returning from a four month overseas deployment just weeks before her service life came 

to an end. 

The 23rd and final Commanding Officer of HMAS Success, Captain Darren Grogan, said lowering the 

shipõs Australian White Ensign for the final time closed a significant chapter in Navyõs history. 

Success will now make way for new replenishment ship NUSHIP Supply (II), which was launched in 

Ferrol, Spain last November. 

 

http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jul2019/Fleet/5305#.XRnriugzbIU  

http://www.navy.gov.au/nuship-supply-ii
http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jul2019/Fleet/5305#.XRnriugzbIU
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Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Michael Noonan, AO, RAN, and Commanding Officer HMAS Creswell, Captain 

Warren Bairstow, CSC, RAN, (Centre) celebrate with the graduating participants of New Entry Officer 

Course 60 on 26 June.   http://www.navy.gov.au/establishments/hmas-creswell 

 

 

 

Trumpets sounded out the anthems of Australia and the United States at Albany's National Anzac Centre on 

26 May, as all in attendance stood to attention - remembering 52 US submarines lost during the Second 

World War. 

The audience included cadets from TS Vancouver, 

retired and active duty sailors from the United States 

Navy, Royal Australian Navy and Royal Navy, as well 

as their families and two WWII veterans. 

All had gathered in the West Australian town to pay 

their respects to the brave souls who made the 

ultimate sacrifice, remaining on an eternal patrol and 

forever watching over American and Australian 

submariners. 

US Navy Commander William Dull delivered a moving 

speech that encompassed how the events of the past 

affected the relationship of the two countries and the 

traditions their militaries still abide by today.  

 

Fremantle and Albany were safe havens for the American submarines which played a vital role in the overall 

success during the war. American submarines launched 521 patrols from Australia, sinking over 1.7 million 

tons of shipping, but sadly lost 52 submarines totalling 374 officers and 3131 sailors. 

 
http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/Events/5277/Remembering-the-lost-submarines-of-WWII.htm#.XRnv4ugzbIU 

 

http://www.navy.gov.au/establishments/hmas-creswell?fbclid=IwAR0xTXLfAlqZCzL0vjsGTTBZ4nRtb31f77bI0hBVc1XvyZ_RDlVSorIYrco
http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Jun2019/Events/5277/Remembering-the-lost-submarines-of-WWII.htm#.XRnv4ugzbIU



