














Hatch
NUSHIP PERTH

Australia's $7 billion (current prices) investment in the 17-
year Anzac class frigale project has reached an important
milestone with the launch of the 10th and final ship.

NUSHIP PERTH was launched at Tenix's Williamstown
shipyard in Victoria on 20 March 2004 by Margar: Gee,
daughter of the late Able Seaman First Class Allan Gee who
survived the sinking of HMAS PERTH I.

Minister for Defence Senator Robert Hill wha attended the
launch said at a press conference after. “I want 1o lake the
opportunily to congratulate Tenix and all of the
subcontractors, the employees. This has been a faniastic
praject and it's another greal day today to sce the last of the
series - the Anzac series - launched. The project’s been
delivered on lime, on budget and on capability. So it's a real
credit to all who have made that ... all who are responsible for
those achievements. And | think it demonstrales what
Australian industry can do in this highly sophisticated area.”

Senator Hill went on 10 say that PERTH would be
equipped with the latest communication, navigation and fire
control systems when it is delivered in June 2006.

PERTH will be capable of firing the ESSM (Evolved Sea
Sparrow Missile) from its 8-cell MK-41 VLS (Vertical
Launching System) and will be armed with a Mk-45 Mod 2
127mm _ (five-inch) gun. PERTH will have an upgraded
Combat Management System - the first ship of its class to
have this system fitted.

The idea for the Anzacs was first raised by the 1986 Dibb
Review, which. in the most part, was tumed into the 1987

Defence White Paper. In that document a call was made for
cight Tier 2 frigates that would have long endurance but
conduct most of their duties within fighter range of a friendly
airbase. thus not needing an exiensive weapons array. The
FFGs would form the first tier in this Foriress Australia model.
Two ships were short-listed. the German MEKO 200 and the
Duich M class with the MEKO being successful.

Following the formula set out in the White Paper of Tier 2
ships operating under fighter cover the philosophy of “fined
for but not with” was formed. although this was later modified
1o “space and weight provided for but not fitted for™. This
philosophy also saved money. However. since the launch of
the first Anzac class frigate ships of the class have operated in
the Southern Ocean on fisheries patrols, the Persian Gulf
enforcing UN sanctions and even provided gunfire support lo
Royal Marines during ‘Operation Iraqi Freedom’. basically
not what they were envisaged for.

The class are due to get a weapons upgrade in the near
future 10 alleviate their lack of real combal capability. The
upgrade will consist of a second fire control channel. Harpoon
Block Il missiles. a second anti-aircraft/missile point defence
syslem, mine avoidance sonar. lowed sonar array and the
Super Scasprite helicopter with the Penguin IR guided anti-
ship missile.

Ten ships in total have been buill in Australia from a
planned/hoped 12 as new Zealand failed 10 take up the offer of
another two frigates. They stand as a shining example of
Australian planning. construction and ingenuity. Lets hope
that the skills that have been lcarnt building these fine ships
can be harnessed and not lost so as future warships built in
A lia can have a ificent start at life.

NUSHIP PERTH slides into the water from Tenix's Williamstown shipyard for the firsi lime.
PERTH is the last of the 10 Anzacs 10 be buill in Australia. (Kevin Dunn. FLEETLINE)
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FAR HORIZON
8y Tony Park

Pan Macmitlan Australia
RRP: $30.00

Reviewed by James Rickards

First time author Tony Park’s Far Horizon is
an enterlaining action adventure novel set in the wilds of
Africa.

Feawring a soldier's quest 10 avenge the death of his
girlfriend at the hands of ruthless poachers. Park'’s story opens
in the heart of Mozambique, with leading man Auslralian
Army Major Mike Williams clearing landmines for the UN
and considering retirement.

Within pages. the slaughier of an African village and a
violent gun battle tear Mike's world apart. The story then skips
ahead two years, 1o find Mike has quit the Army and is driving
an Overland tour bus through the sites of South Africa,
entertaining backpackers and living a low-key existence after
his staggening loss.

When he receives news of the rewrn of the big-game
hunters responsible for his lover’s death, Mike uses his
military training and Overland identity 1o track the killers and
exacl his revenge.

Using short slaccato sentences 10 cut between characlers at
a rapid pace. Park handles his story's action sequences with
verve, playing his scenes with effective pacing, and making
the most of his chance encounters and near-miss experiences
between heroes and villains.

Park also draws upon his own life and military experiences
serving as an Australian Army Officer in Afghanistan during
the recent War on Terror campaign. to make his hero a
believable mulii-dimensional character who is just as flawed
as he is heroic.

The author’s obvious adoration for the people and animals
of Africa also adds significant authenticity to his hero's
journey, instilling his novel with local knowledge acquired
through years spent travelling and learning the culiure, history
and customs of the African continent.

Yet it is during the evenly paced hunung scenes where
Park defines himself as an uuilior lo waich. His sense of timing
is excellent, slowly building the tension of the hunt and
bringing the reader into the violent single-shot world of the
professional game hunter.

While many of his second tier characters sadly fall into the
background and at limes are indistinguishable from one
another. Park maintains a clear und ding of his heroes’
and villains’ motivations, giving them credible histories and
engaging back stories.

As a first lime novel, Far Horizon has broad appeal 10
Africa enthusiasts, readers of the adventure genre and those
demanding a story featuring a respectful representation of the
Australian Army Officer.

At times

ly eniertaining, sexy and violent,
Far Horizon is an excellent debut. Let's see where Park can
1ake us next.

ROYAL NAVY ESCORT
CARRIERS

By CDR David Hobbs MBE RN (Rtd)
Maritime Books. UK

ISBN 090777199-8

www. navybooks.com

‘Also available from the lian N
Museum in Sydney

Reviewed by Lionel Huiz

I Maritime

ROYAL NAYY ESCORT CARRIERS by CDR David Hobbs,
Navy League of Australia member, writer for THE NAVY and
current Curator of the RN Fleet Air Arm Museum at Yeovilion
in the UK. is a fascinating look at the most successful weapon
system of WWII. those that were in RN hands.
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In the autumn of 1940 Winston Churchill announced his
Battle of the Atlantic directive. In this he gave top priority to
the defeat of the U-Boats and a series of important decisions
and announcements followed. The need to fill the mid-
Atlantic gap (the area that land based aircraft could not cover
due to range from airbases) was crucial. With necessity being
the mather of invention the escort carrier evolved. The escort
carner was a large merchant ship madified to resemble a
conventional aircraft carrier but with only rudimentary flight
deck, arrestor wires and servicing facilities.

The arnival of the first escort carrier into the Batile of the
Atlantic was so poignant that the German U-Boat head.
Admiral Karl Donitz commented in his diary “Small fast
aircraft circled the convoy continuously. so that when they
were sighted, U-Boats were repeatedly . reed to submerge or
withdraw. The presence of the enemy aircraft prevented any
protracted shadowing or homing by German aircraft. The
wnking of the aircraft carrier is therefore. of particular
importance 1n every future convoy action™.

Apart from convoy escort duties these small carniers also

gaged in combat ope against ships and land targets.
But lor the most pant were relegated to ferrying aircraft (up to
90 aircraft a1 a time could be transported in the latter designs)
as well as training platforms to relive the training burden on
the larger and more important fleet carniers.

A few of the escort carriers covered in David's book
actually made it to Australia with images of the ships in
Australian ports contained in the book.

David's book goes into the history of cach the RN's escort
carriers, from build to disposal, with at least two images per
carrier. While the information contained in the book is
extremely valuable it is a bit short, due to the number of
carriers covered, but will provide clues to further arcas of
research. Anyone needing a reference guide to these flexible
workhorses cannot go past this 232 page hard cover book
which we highly recommend.

TEARS OF THE SUN
Di'D
Dist: Columbia TriStar
Reviewed by James Rickards

Starring action stalwart Bruce Willis as a hardened Navy
SEAL confronted by the savagery of racial cleansing along the
border of Nigeria, Tears of the Sun is a confronting mix of
mainstream  Hollywood action and damning social

commentary.
While often suffering from its didactic storytelling style,
the film is hel a bly credible pt at

portraying the suffering of African villagers plagued by rebel
militants.

When Willis™ character finds his social conscience during
a mission to extract a foreign doctor from an African village.
he defies his superiors and attempts to lead the doctor and her
villagers 10 the country's border. instead of leaving them
behind 10 fend for themsclves.
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His decision has significant ramifications not only for his
own SEALs team but also for the doctor. ably portrayed by
lalian screun siren Monica Belluci. and the local villagers
who must learn to start fighting for their freedom.

Tears of the Sun works hard to find a balance between
embracing its Hollywood shine while simultaneously taking
the opportunity 1©0 contribute to a growing call for world
powens 10 take a more proactive role in assisting countries
afflicted by militant rule.

Featuring an cxcellent transfer and successful use of
surround sound. Tears of the Sun on DVD looks and sounds
great. The DVD also provides a making of documentary, an
interesting walkthrough map of the film's sening and several
trailers.

In an attempt to answer many of his critics’ views on the
lack of subtlety in the film's storytelling, the DVD also
features an excellent commentary track from director Antoine
Fuqua. Throughout the commentary Fuqua takes considerable
time ta explain why he chase the film and is unapologetic for
its glaringly preachy moments.

While Tears of the Sun often struggles under its own
weighty subject matter. it is extremely well made, entertaiming
and occasionally highly engaging. It is alsa good to see Bruce
Willis back in the saddle and taking a significant step towards
reclaiming his former glory as the all-American hero.

He's obviously taken his own character’s advise and

decided to “cowboy up.”

GREYCLIFFE: Stolen Lives
By Steve Brew

Published by Nuavarine Publishing

Limited First Edition 2003

211 pages

Orders 10:

PO Box 1275. Boden ACT. 2606

telephone: (02) 6282-46()2.

or e-mail: jghroxam@bigpond.com

Reviewed by Mr Max Hansen

—

The third of November 1927 was a beautiful day to be on
Sydney Harbour, A 16 year old ferry by the name of
GREYCLIFFE was making its regular 4:14pm run from
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Circular Quay to Watsons Bay. Aboard were schoolchildren,
naval officers. business-men. doctors, families on holiday and
dockyard workers — a neal cross-section of Sydney society -
all enjoying the idyllic Sydney afiernoon. But it would only be
a matier of minutes before “the water was alive with dozens of
bobbing heads. spluttering and screaming, hands groping for
anything to keep them above water..surrounded by what
moments ago was a perfectly stable Sydney ferry.”

Sydney was rocked by the news that the ferry
GREYCLIFFE had been run down and sunk by the trans.
Pacific Royal Mail Steamship TAHITI. Forty or so of
GREYCLIFFE s passengers were dead or missing. Onlaokers
lined the waterfront. Vessels of all sizes rushed to the scene to
assist. Whilst losses were relatively small in comparison to
some of the more infamous maritime disasters in history,
Sydneysiders were profoundly stunned by the tragedy. It
seemed so sudden, so random, so terribly violent, and so much
like it could have been any of them.

The TAHITI-GREYCLIFFE collision remains the deadliest
shipping accident to have occurred on Sydney Harbour. Steve
Brew has ged 10 combine his i in modern history
and genealogy 1o produce a book on the subject thar focuses
on the individuals whose lives were touched by the tragedy.
from those who survived to those who did not, as well as the
events sur ding the accid In my opinion, | found that in
doing so Brew manages to make the story more compelling.
Far from being a cold technical analysis of a collision between
two vessels, this is actually a quite moving human story, It is
easy to understand the universal sadness that descended upon
Sydney in the aftermath.

Brew has done a very good job indeed with this book. It is
well written, thoroughly researched. and well illustrated with
period photographs and drawings (many never before
published). In fact | found the period photographs of Sydney
fascinating. Aerial views of Circular Quay and Garden Island,
the old passenger terminals in Darling Harbour. and TAHIT!
passing beneath an unfinished Harbour Bridge are but a few.
Overall, the book is a very high quality production for a
limited publication run.

Who would | recommend this book to? I'd say amateur
historians, anyone with an interest in Australia’s manitime
history. or anyone with an interest in Sydney’s past would find
much of interest in this publication, Of course, relatives of
those affected by the tragedy are also part of Brew's intended
audience.

GREYCLIFFE: Stolen Lives stands as the definitive
account of this sad little episode in Sydney’s history and is
well worth a look.

BUFFALO SOLDIERS:
DVD
Dist: Roadshow Entertainment
Reviewed by James Rickards
As an antidote to the US flag-waving. chest-beating
patriotic action films of recent years. Buffalo Soldiers is a
darkly intelligent and often highly entertaining showcase of
the reckless underbelly of the US military during peacetime.
Set on a US base in Germany 1989. Australian director
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Gregor Jordan's subversive take on the life of bored troops
surrounded by oo much tempiation is likely 10 divide its
audience.

Having been delayed from theatres following the events of
September 11 and the lraq war. Buffalo Soldiers is not
necessarily an attack on the US military. but more” an
examination of what life may be like for many of its less
committed and easily distracted troops.

Featuring a solid cast of A-list character actors including
Joagquin Phoenix, Ed Harris. Scott Glenn and Anna Paquin. the
film is driven by a quirky sense of humour and walks a fine
line between farce and satire.

Telling the 1ale of a bored Battalion Secretary’s (Phoenix)
fall from grace as his black market activities bring him to the
atiention of a vile superior officer desperate to clean up his
base, we witness a battle of wills and dinty deeds from both
sides as one man tries to break the other.

Aside from a wayward tank crashing through a German
town and the use of a Mercedes-Benz for some entertaining
target practice, there are few flashy moments throughout the
film 1o distract our atiention from the very human weaknesses
of the story's characters.

Now available on DVD. this is a side of the US military we
rarely have an opportunity to see and should be engaging
viewing for those looking to hear the stories of the not-so-
brave or true.

Boldly showing what happens when too many soldiers
with too much opportunity take advantage of an inept
administration, Buffalo Soldiers is a solidly produced black
comedy with moments of real insight.

Join The Navy League of Australia.
See centre section for how.

The Australian Navy League,

since 1900 it has remained
‘The Civilian Arm of the RAN".
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The strategic background to Australia’s security has
changed in recent decades and in some respects become
more uncertain. The League believes it is essential that
Australia develops capability to defend itself, paying
particular attention to maritime defence. Australia is, of
geographical necessity. a maritime nation whose prosperity
strength and safety depend to a great extent on the security
of the surrounding ocean and island areas, and on seabomne
trade.

The Navy League:

* Believes Australia can be defended against attack
by other than a super or major maritime power and
that the pnme requirement of our defence is an
evident ability to control the sca and air space
around us and to contribute 1o defending essential
lines of sea and air communication to our allies.

¢ Supports the ANZUS Treaty and the future
reintegration of New Zealand as a {ull partner.

* Urges a close relationship with the nearer ASEAN
countries. PNG and the Island States of the South
Pacific.

e Advocates a defence capability which is
knowledge-based with a prime consideration given
to intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissancc

* Advocates the acquisition of the most modern
armaments and sensors to ensure that the ADF
maintains some technological adsantages over
forces in our general area.

* Believes there must be a significant deterrent
element in the Australian Defence Force (ADF)
capable of powerful retaliation at considerable
distances from Australia.

* Believes the ADF must have the capability to
protec: essential shipping at considerable distances
from Australia. as well as in coastal waters.

* Supports the concept of a strong modern Air Force
and highly mobile Army. capable of littoral and
jungle warfare as well as the defence of Northern
Australia.

* Supports the development of amphibious forces to
ensure the security of our offshore territories and to
enable assistance to be provided by sea as well as by
air to friendly island states in our area.

* Endorses the transfer of responsib:lity for the co-
ordination of Coastal Surveillance to the defence
force and the development of the capability for
patrol and surveillance of the ocean areas all around
the Australian coast and island territories, including
the Southern Ocean.

* Advocates measures to foster a build-up of
Australian-owned shipping to ensure the carriage of
essential cargoes in war.

* Advocates the development of a defence industry
supported by strong research and design
organisations capavle of constructing all needed
types of warships and support vessels and of
providing systems and sensor integration with
through-life support.

As to the RAN, the League:

* Supports the concept of a Navy capable of effective
action off both East and West coasts simultaneously
and advocates 4 gradual build up of the Fleet to

ensure that, in conjunction with the RAAF, this can
be achieved against any force which could be
deployed in our general area.

* Is concerned that the offensive and defensive
capability of the RAN has decreased markedly in
recent decades and that with the paying-off of the
DDGs. the Fleet will lack air defence and have a
reduced capability for support of ground forces.

* Advocates the very early acquisition of the new
destroyers as foreshadowed in the Defence White
Paper 2.

¢ Advocates the acquisition of long-range precision
weapons to increase the present limited power
projection, support and deterrent capability of the
RAN.

* Advocates the acquisition of unmanned
surveillance aircraft such as the GLOBAL HA'WK
primarily for offshore surveillance.

* Advocates the acquisition of sufficient Australian-
built afloat support ships 1o support two naval task
forces with such ships having design flexibility and
commonality of build.

* Advocates the acquisition at an early date of
integrated air power in the fleet to ensure that ADF
deployments can be fully defended and supported
from the sea.

* Advocates that all Australian warships should be
equipped with some form of defence against
missiles.

* Advocates that in any future submarine
construction program all forms of propulsion be
examrined with a view to selecting the most
advantageous operationally.

* Advocates the acquisition of an additional 2 or 3
updated Collins class submarines.

¢ Supports the maintenance and continuing
development of the mine-countermeasures force
and a modern hydrographic/oceanographic
capability.

* Supports the maintenance of an enlarged, flexible
patrol boat fleet capable of operating in severe sea
states.

* Advocates the retention in a Reserve Fleet of Naval
vessels of potential value in defence emergency.

¢ Supports the maintenance of a strong Naval
Reserve to help crew vessels and aircraft in reserve,
or taken up for service, and for specialised tasks in
time of (efence emergency.

* Supports the maintenance of a strong Australian
Navy Cader. nrganisation.

The League:

Calls for a bipartisan political approach to national
defence with a commitment to a steady long-term build-up
in our national defence capability including the required
industrial infrastructure.

While recognising current economic problems and
budgetary constraints, believes that, given leadership by
successive goverrments, Australia can defend itself in the
longer term within acceptable financial, economic and
manpower parameters
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An aerial view of the shore establishment HMAS CRESWELL on the shores of Jervis Bay on the NSW South Coast

Moored to the dock at the bottom left of the picture is the Huon class minehunter HMAS GASCOYNE

Moored in the bay (from L to R) HMAS MANOORA. HMAS TOBRUK, HMNZS ENDEAVOUR, HMNZS TE KAHA. HMNZS TE MANA,
HMAS NEWCASTLE and HMAS CANBERRA. The ships were taking part in the bi-lateral naval exercise ‘Ocean Protector’ (RAN)
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