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SEA CADET NOTES 
(Continued) 

Mr. Cristofani is acting C.O. of N.L.T.D. 
"Sirius," assisted by Messrs. Schneider and Rand. 

• • • • 

N.L.T.D. "Canberra" recently had a caller at 

Headquarters in Alderman R. Itrike. We hope 
the day is not far distant when Orange Sea 
Cadet Corps is the headquarters for many cadet 
units in Central and Western N.S.W. In Canada, 
South Africa and even in England many cadet 
units flourish fa r from the sea. 

N.L. Sea Cadet officers on no 
account must wear cap badges as 
worn by the R.N. and R.A.N, 
officers. 

» * * Do you see Litt le Robert? 
No • • • 1 see a brilliant young Naval Officer 

H E IS POPULAR ABOVE AND BELOW 

D E C K S . . . M E E T S F A I R W E A T H E R AND 
F O U L W I T H A READY S M I L E . . . A SMILE T H A T 
O W E S MUCH T O LIFELONG USE O F I PAN A. 
Robert 's intent young gaze sees neither blue sea nor wheel-
ing galls. I t tees grey, phantom ships in line ahead. Lips 
part in a smile of br ight teeth and eager anticipation . . . a 
smile born of proper dental care and the regular use of Ipana. 
Robert , at the Naval College, will bring extra keenness to 
his work as well as play . . . f o r teeth care during child-
hood will have spared him study-time lost in f requent teeth 
correction. 
According; t o a Na t i ona l S u r r e y , t h ree o u t of f o u r 
pe rsona l ly u s e I p a n a . Let t he i r cho ice b e youi 

1 ipana 
TOOTH PASTE 

Good reports come to hand of 
the growing strength of "Perth" 
unit (Mr. P. G. Tobitt, C.O.) and 
"Australia" unit (Mr. W. T. Olsen, 
A./C.O.). 

• * * 

Mr. and Mrs. Forsyth continue 
their splendid generosity and en-
couragement to officers and cadets 
using their property at 10 William 
Street, Henley. 

S.C. Commander, W. L. Hammer, 
officers and cadets of the Sea Cadet 
Corps are complimented on the pro-
gress and increasing efficiency of 
the Corps. Their voluntary work 
and the keen interest they have 
shown is much appreciated by the 
Executive Committee. 

• • • 

Commanding Officers are re-
quested to note that before any 
fur ther appointments of officers 
are made to the Corps, they should 
submit their recommendations to 
Headquarters, as no appointment 
is valid unless approved by the 
Executive Committee. 

* * • 

Lieut. J . G. Shilcock, R.N., 
writes:— 

"I would like to thank the offi-
cers and ratings of the Sea Cadet 
Corps for the fine pocket compass, 
which was presented to me before 
I left Sydney. I shall always 
take a keen interest in Aus-
tralia now, and will t ry to teach 
cadets at home (when I get 
there) something of their 
Australian messmates. 
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S E A C A D E T N O T E S 
(Continued) 

"Owing to the necessity for withholding the 
news of my departure until certain matters were 
settled, it was not possible for me to say good-
bye to many officers and ratings. I hope that 
they will accept this apology, together with my 
best wishes for the future. 

"I am fully confident that Commander Ham-
mer, Lieutenant-Commander Lloyd and Sub-
Lieutenant Loss will continue my work, and that 
the strength and efficiency of the Corps will 
increase enormously. This will, however, re-
quire a determined effort on the part of each 
and every officer and rating in the Corps, as no 
amount of work by Headquarters can succeed 
without tha t support. I shall continue to keep 
in touch with Headquarters and will watch the 
future of the Corps with keen interest." 

BRITAIN'S NEWEST BATTLESHIP 

The 42,500-ton battleship Vanguard anchored near the Queen Elizabeth, the world's 
largest liner, in the Firth of Clyde, after the battleship had been towed down the 

tricky 14-mile channel from the Clydebank basin where it was built. 

NETTLEFOLDS SCREWS 

ARE USED IN EVERY 

BRITISH SHIP 
• 

NETTLEFOLDS PTY. LTD. 

SUNSHINE. VICTORIA 
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CONFIDENCE. . . 

. . . cannot be bought . . . only given. Men with 
confidence in their ship and "their commander 
have given freely something which cannot be 
assessed in concrete terms. They have faith in 
their own destiny. We at Cooee have faith and 
confidence in our Ship of Commerce. We believe 
confidently in the future of our Company be-
cause we know that it stands on a solid policy of 
FAIR DEALING. Because of this policy we. in 
turn, have gained the confidence of the public. 

COOEE CLOTHING 
LIMITED 

SYDNEY 

"Tha bast for lass in Men's and Boys' wear." 

RICHARD WILDRIDGE & CO. 
PTY. LTD. 

12 SPRING STREET SYDNEY 

• 

Refrigerating and Dairy Engineers 

Contractors to H.M. Aust. Navy 
• 

'Phone: B62SI (3 lines) 

M. 

THE NAVY 'S FUTURE 
(Continued from page 5) 

wide open spaces, with additional cover from 
shorebased aircraft in areas accessible from land 
bases. 

Reverting again .to the First Lord's speech, he 
said: "Teamwork between ships and aircraft at 
sea, between operational, training and scientific 
staffs on shore, and between different services 
and different nationalities, has been the secret 
of the remarkable success of the campaign 
against the U-boats. I t is to perpetuate one 
aspect of this team-work that a joint R.N.-
R.A.F. Anti-Submarine School has recently been 
established by the Admiralty and Air Ministry." 

Taking all this into account one can easily 
see the preoccupation of the Admiralty with the 
development of the Naval Air Arm. And so long 
as submarines are in the hands of any potential 
enemies, so long as war is possible and the need 
for a comprehensive convoy system still exists, 
it is to be hoped that Coastal Command, which 
worked in such close and efficient co-operation 
with the Royal Navy during the war, will never 
again be allowed to become a starved Cinderella. 

Other Surface Warships. 

The lessons of the war and the development 
of new weapons, many of which are still in their 
infancy, may profoundly affect the design and 
armament of cruisers, destroyers and escort 
vessels. Ships of all these three main types 
proved their utility again and again during the 
war, and that vessels to carry out their functions 
will be required in the future seems inevitable. 

Lack of space prevents any detailed discussion, 
though what applies to capital ships applies 
equally to all surface ships. The 10,000-ton, 8-
inch gun cruisers were not regarded with particu-
lar favour before 1930. The cruisers that proved 
their value during the war were the smaller 
ships of 5,000 to 8,000 tons, armed with 6-inch 
or 5.25-inch guns. 

The same must be said for "Fleet" destroyers. 
They were originally designed for torpedoing 
the enemy's heavy ships, for breaking up hostile 
destroyer attacks, and for anti-submarine duties 
with our own fleet. Nowadays, however, they 
are really nothing more nor less than very light 
cruisers of high speed which can be used for 
many other thing? besides those mentioned. 
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Among other things they were employed during 
the war for shore bombardment, mine-laying and 
carrying troops and stores. 

The smaller "Hunt" class destroyers, slower, 
cheaper and more rapidly built than the "Fleets," 
were particularly useful for anti-submarine, anti-
aircraft and coastal convoy work. They had 
insufficient endurance for ocean convoy; but for 
their size were well-armed, handy ships which 
paid an ample dividend in a variety of difficult 
functions. 

So long as a convoy system is possible, we 
shall need surface escorts. With the develop-
ment of submarines and their increased under-
water speed, it seems probable that escort vesse s 
of the future will require still greater seagoing 
endurance and rather higher speed. This wil 
mean larger ships. 

Submarines. 

As the German U-boats brought us to the 
verge of defeat in the First World War, we 
consistently demanded their abolition in the 
various conferences for the limitation of Naval 
Armaments which were held between the wars. 
Other nations would not agree. All we achieved 
was an agreement which laid it down that sub-
marines must conform to the same rules as sur-
face ships in conducting war agaiiist merchant 
vessels. We need not go into details, but Ger-
many signed the agreement which drew the sting 
from submarine warfare. She speedily broke 
her word when hostilities came, with the result 
tha t we all know. 

One does not know if we shall again try for 
the complete abolition of submarines, but if we 
do we may be no more successful than before. 
On the other hand, there are some who profess 
to see in the submarine vessel a partial counter 
to the atomic bomb, to which suggestion I, who 
am no expert in such matters, would not dare 
to venture any opinion. 

New Weapons and Devices. 

The recent war saw the production and develop-
ment of a multitude of new weapons and devices. 
The asdic, for locating submarines under water, 
was in existence before 1939. But since the out-
break we have had magnetic and acoustic mines; 
radar in its many forms; acoustic torpedoes 
which "home" on their targets; radio-directed 
bombs launched from aircraf t ; the weapons 

(Continued on next page) 

CAPT. A. G. IRELAND 
Launch Proprietor 

Messenger's U-Drive Launches 

Slipping, Engines and Boats Overhauled 

EXPERT SERVICE 

Pearce St. (off William St.) 

DOUBLE BAY 

PHONE: FM 7381 Day or Night 

FITWELL PRODUCTS 
LIMITED 

ENGINEERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 

Automotive Piston Rings. 
Industrial Piston Rings. 
Cylinder Liners. 
Alloy Electrodes. 
Hi-Tunco Lathe Tools. 
Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Centrifugal 

Castings. 

FITWELL PRODUCTS LTD. 
INVEST NOW IN THE SECURITY LOAN 
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GIFT SHOP 

85 CASTLEREAGH STREET 

SYDNEY 

A G I N I A N S 

known as VI and V2; projectiles for anti-aircraft 
guns provided with fuses causing them to burst 
on coming within a certain distance of their tar -
get; and self-propelled rockets of devastating 
effect fired from landing craf t . 

Most of these new instruments of warfare 
are still in their comparative infancy, and nobody 
can say how they may be developed. If one 
considers it, a shell fired from a heavy gun in 
a battleship represents an infinitesimal part of 
the weight of the gun, the gun tuiret , the armour 
and the machinery necessary to send that shell 
to its target. Moreover, the £9,000,000 battle-
ship of 42,500 tons exists mainly to place a 
series of projectiles from eight 15-inch guns on 
their eventual targets. 

Rockets, though not so accurate as shell, 
contain their own propellant, have little or no 
recoil, and require no weighty apparatus for 
their discharge and alignment. Can it be possible 
that in the fu ture we may see ships carrying 
rockets of great range and explosive power fitted 
with some for mof "homing" device finally to 
at tract them to their targets towards the end 
of their flight? 

One cannot say; but to the scientific minds 
who have produced many new weapons since 
1939, the development of more novel and deadlier 
contrivances still is inevitable. 

The future of the Royal Navy provides ample 
food for thought While leadership, courage and 
the art of seamanship must still exist, naval 
officers and men in the years to come will become 
more and more scientifically-minded. 

Never again, said the First I/Ord, must we be 
caught unprepared. "This country, this Empire," 
he added, "has demonstrated its desire for peace 
again and again, to the point of sacrifice and 
even of humiliation." To reiterate, a weak Bri-
tain is no aid to world peace, and we are resolved 
to play our full part as a member of the United 
Nations' Organisation. Mr. Alexander hoped tha t 
every nation had recognised the truth—"Ye dare 
not stand alone." "The Royal Navy." he con-
tinued, "must ever be prepared to play its part 
behind tha t Organisation in support of Justice 
and Freedom." 

e e e e 
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MERCHANT NAVY 
(2) 

(By courtesy of the Chamber of Shipping, 
London.) 

In the last issue it was stated that future notes 
on the Merchant Navy would deal with the re-
construction of the British Mercantile Marine. 
That "reconstruction" (the term is used in its 
widest sense) has begun. 

Most people will have read particulars of the 
Government scheme for the disposal of State-
owned ships built during the war. Apart from 
such vessels as transport ferries, barges, lighters, 
dredgers, etc., some 470 vessels were included in 
the scheme, some being offered for purchase, 
some for charter for two, three or five years, 
and some for purchase or charter. In most cases 
the Government fixed a basic price below which 
tenders would not be accepted. For the 324 
ships in groups I and II (mainly the war-built 
liners, tramps and tankers), for which alone the 
results of the "auction" have been announced, 
110 were purchased and 92 were taken on charter. 

British owners bid £19,507,200 for the 110 
ships they bought—nearly £3.250,000 above the 
basic prices—and for the annual charter hire, 
£1,080,000. I t may be thought than an industry 
which can produce over £19,000,000 has not done 
too badly out of the war. Much of this money, 
however, was insurance on lost ships. Ship-
owners have never concealed the fact that they 
had substantial liquid resources; what they have 
lacked have been the "tools of their trade"— 
ships—and they have taken the earliest oppor-
tunity of acquiring them. 

I t will be useful to consider how the State 
remunerated shipowners for the use of their ves-
sels for war purposes. The Government decided, 
quite rightly, tha t there should be no )-rge 
profits made out of the war. I t was therefore 
arranged tha t on an agreed capital value for 
different classes of ships requisition or "hire" 
rates should be paid, which were designed to 
cover operating costs and to enable five per cent, 
to be set apart for depreciation—it must be 
remembered tha t the life of a ship is roughly 
20 years, so that in that period its original cost 
must be provided for—and five per cent, for 
in teres t These percentages were not a guaran-
teed minimum. Many shipowners, by skilful and 
efficient management, were able to earn them; 

others, often through no fault of their own, 
could not. On the whole the agreement was 
accepted as a commercially fair bargain. But 
when a ship was sunk it was not always possible 
for an owner to replace it from the insurance 
money he received. There was some building on 
private account, but there was a shortage of 
building facilities. All ships laid down during 
the war had to comply in design and equipment 
with Admiralty requirements. An owner unable 
to build coiild contract to buy a Government 
ship and take possession of it six months af ter 
the war ended. In the meantime, he could only 
take over the management of the ship, and his 
remuneration was merely that of a manager. 
Thus, in many cases, his insurance recoveries 
usually had no other investment outlet than 
Government securities. 

This will help to explain how 'he shipowner, 
apparently well off as regards money, was poorly 
off as regards ships. Indeed, it has been argued 
—and not only within the industry—that while 
the Government plan was successful in ensuring 
that war profits were not piled up, it cramped 
the development of the industry insofar as ship-
owners were not able to earn sufficient money 
for replacement purposes, having regard to the 
great increase in building costs. 

There remain many ships in Government 
ownership, but it is to be presumed tha t sooner 
or later these will be disposed of, for the Govern-
ment has indicated quite clearly tha t it does not 
want to s tay in the shipping business. The 
Americans have still to dispose of their vaat 
surplus tonnage. Until this is done there will 
be no health in shipping. 

W A R L O S S E S 

The Royal Navy during the war lost 60,000 
men, 7'40 warships, not including small ships, 
and 1,500 aircraft, of which 500 were lost in 
combat. 

Coastal Command, supporting the Navy in 
home waters, lost 1,480 aircraft . 

The Merchant Navy lost 12} million tons of 
shipping and 30,000 men. 

Australian losses are not included in the 
figures given above. 
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It's not often you see 
a sailor's shoes . . . BUT 
when you do — they shine 
like a binnacle . . . . I I 
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