


Australian Navy and its ships. In recent
years he has turned his attention 10 more
general shipping topics, and his latest effort
falls into this category. There is a wide
coverage of ships both naval and merchant,
plus brief histories of some of the best
known Ausiralian shipping companies
During the Bicentennial year. a number of
books appeared purporting to describe
various features of our first 200 years, Many
of these were of poor 10 non-existent value,
but that charge cannot be levelled at this
work

Subtitled “Over Two Centuries of Our
Maritime Heritage”, this book is very
difficult 1o categonse, as it includes such a
diverse range of material. Whilst having no
pretensions to being a comprehensive
review of our maritime history, the author
has selected his material carefully to present
as wide a view as possible, vet keep it all in
order, concise but informative. The book is
intended for those ship-lovers interested in
many facets of matters marinme, the once
majestic sailing fleets, the vanished coastal
steamers, the harbour and river craft,
numerous marine mishaps, and the Navy.

“Australian Ships” 15 divided into 162
short chapters, most covering a page or less,
each of which consists of a brief description
of some event, company or ship that has
played a role in Australian maritime history
The text is arranged in chronological order,
commencing with the 1770 voyage of
discovery by Captain Cook in the
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ENDEAVOUR, finishing with the sail
traiming ship YOUNG ENDEAVOUR of
1988, In between are many names well
known to those with an interest in ships,
along with the occasional unexpected or
unknown vessel

Some of the vessels described achieved
notable “firsts” or “lasts”. These include the
First Steamers, SOPHIA JANE, SURPRISE
and WILLIAM THE FOURTH, the First
Australian Warships, SPITFIRE and
VICTORIA, The Last Manly Paddle
Steamer, BRIGHTON, the Last Manly
Steam Ferry, SOUTH STEYNE, the Last
Colonial Warship, COUNTESS OF
HOPETOUN, and one ship that falls into
both categories, CRUSADER. Major
incidents over the years are also recorded,
among them the sinking of the AUSTRAL
n Sydney Harbour in 1882, the wreck of the

WOLLONGBAR in 1921, the collision
between the TAHITI and ferry
GREYCLIFFE in 1927, and the more recent
disasters involving the STRAITSMAN and
the LAKE ILLAWARRA. Amongst the

more unusual titles are “Lifeboat that Never
Attended & Rescue”, “Coaster to Mother
Ship”, “The One and Only”, “Tasmania's
Aircraft Carner” and “Cinderelia Ship”

Of particular interest are the sections
devoted 1o vessels that now form part of
restored fleets, JAMES CRAIG, LADY
HOPETOUN, JOHN OXLEY,

KANANGRA and WARATAH. There is
also coverage of other veteran ships that

have been preserved for posterity, including
the paddle steamer ADELAIDE,
NELCEBEE, ENA, ALMA DOEPEL,
BARAGOOLA, LADY DENMAN, FALIE,
the steam tug FORCEFUL. HMAS
DIAMANTINA and HMAS WHYALLA.

Very briel histories of some famous
Australian shipping companies are also
included, namely Mcllwraith McEacharn,
The Adelaide Steamship Co., Huddart
Parker, the AUSN, State Shipping Service
and Australian National Line, as well as
several smaller intrastate companies.

Without doubt the highlights of this boak
are the 60 colour prints, spread throughout
the text. The quality and variety of these
pictures are well worth the purchase of this
book on their own, as they bring so many of
the ships 1o life. Some of the finest colour
pictures show WARATAH, ENA, ALMA
DOEPEL and YOUNG ENDEAVOUR
under full sail, NORTH HEAD crossing the
Heads in stormy weather, JAMES CRAIG
arriving in Sydney for the first time, and
KRAIT. In addition, every page includes one
or more black and white pictures, over two
hundred in all, Most are of good quality, and
many have not been published previously.

“Australian Ships” is a book to be
browsed through at leisure, and returned 1o
frequently. It would make an ideal gift for
anyone with an interest in ships and the sea,
or & youngster wishing to leam something of
our maritime past.
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" LEAGUE AND CADET NEWS

FROM THE WEST
T.S. ANZAC, the Naval Reserve Cadet unit at
WA, had its annual inspection by the Naval
Officer Commm-ldl.ng Western Austraua Captain G.J.
Earley RAN on Sunday 4th
The weather was unexpectedty Jine and many
parents, friends and Ex Naval personnel came to see

Following the f.nsper:ﬂm of the parade, cadets were
ordered to perform a series of evolutions to demonstrate
their abilities, teamuwork and effictency. They undertook

damage control exercises, rigging and sailing
dinghies, demonstrations of and anchoring, a
snap lecture on the history of Rockingham and rhzn
prepared afternoon tea for their guests.

The day was much enjoyed by all, and Rockingham
should be proud of its Naval Reserve Cadets for their
skills, teamwork and attitudes.

T.S.LISMORE

The Naval Reserve Cadet Unit, T.S. Lismore, has
for many years in the City of its name, Lismore, on the
Northern Rivers of New South Wales.

The City of Lismore gave its name 1o the world war two
Corvette, HMAS Lismore, which saw very distinctive active
service in many theatres, and, the Naval Reserve Cadet Unit, T.S.
Lismore, 1ok its name from that Gallant little ship.

“The Unit was formed with assistance from the then, Richmond
Valley Sun section of the Naval Association of Australia, and
operated out of premises in South Lismore made available by Mr
Stan Moore, himself @ WW2 Navalman. The Premises were, in
fact, part of the Old Norco Bacon Factory and the old cold rooms
were converted into class rooms and mess and office space for the
officers and instructors.

Over the years, the premises 1ok on a more active roll in the
Industrial build up in South Lismore, and the Unit committee in
recent years were becoming somewhat concerned with the
in:_re_ned risk of accident and serious injury from the Industrial
activities,

Th: Lismore City Cuunﬂl was approached for suitable land,

bly with water fi g |de|l]_v fﬂm:mg Lismore lake, an
area used for Boati g R ly, council was
unable fo accede 1o the request and the future development of
T.5. Lismore looked none too bright.

The Unit committee continued with the many fund raising
activities undertaken, and funds were salted away in a special high
interest “Building Account”,

In 1987, an approach was made to the Shire Engineer, Ballina
Shire Council, Mr Fred Woods, to ascertain if any suitable location
could be acquired in Ballina. Three members of the Unit
accompanied Mr Woods on an inspection of an industrial Estate in
North Ballina, under development which was to front onto & man
made lake with an average depth of some three metres, which
would have navigatable access to the Richmond River. Mr Woods
indicated that some 2800 square metres could be set aside for use
by the T.5. Lismore to develop a headquarters base.

A letier was submitted to Ballina Shire Council concerning the
land, wgether with letters of support from the Ballina Sub Section,
Naval Association. The Ballina Sub Branch of the RSL of A. and
the Ballina, Korea, South East Asia, Vietnam Veterans Association.
The matter was discussed by the council and the Unit committee
was informed that the land would be placed under their control, at
no cost, for the development of the Naval Cadet movement. Council
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also assured the ¢ i that
be given.

Tt was an elated commitiee which met to form the necessary Sub
Committee’s needed 1o bring the project to fruition. A plan concept
was formulated of a building 120° x 40", of block construction with
a colourbond roof. The building was 10 be so situated on the block
for an overall outlay which would have, and create, a similarity to
an RAN establishment. Entry would be gained past a quariermasters
lobby and through a boom gate and the main building would have
three classrooms, heads and showers, instructors office, CO's office,
an office for the “X0" and “SO", a clothing store, Bos'n store and
armoury. A fully equipped galley would front onto a messing area.
A parade ground would be adjacent to the building and a boat-shed
and classroom would be constructed on the Northern Boundary of
the block.

A Ballina draughtsman, Mr Bent Pickup was approached and
agreed to undertake the drawings al no cost to the commitiee. So 1o,
did a local firm cf consulling engineers, Davld Ardill and
Associates, und the

“nmblemnnwwnhowlaﬁmmmelmldmg An approach
was made to both the Federal and State Governments, but 1o no
avail. No funds could be made available either as a grant or low
interest loan for this youth training organisation. The building fund
held $28,000, and it was estimated we would need about $45,000,
1o get to lock up stage. An approach was made to the Ballina Sub
Branch of the Retumed Services League of Australia and we were
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Page Twenty Seven



successful in negonating a low interest loan form them $20,000
repayable over 10 years. Letters were sent to all ex service
organisations throughout the disinct requesting donations towards
the project but unfortunately, outside a few. no assistance was
forthcomng

In SeptemberOctober 1988, contracts were signed to commence
building operations. Local Solicitor and RSL member. Peter
Carmont handled all legal work a1 no cost © the comminee. Just as
building operations got under way, down came the rain which
finallv put the project some three months behind schedule. Cadets
commenced Tull time parades at the new headquarters in April
(1989) but a lot 10 be done 1o complete the main
building and the ove

It is to the credit of the
together with the Naval Assp
Lismore and Mullumbimiy
Unit commitiee could take adv.
Ballina Shire Council

At the time of discussions regards the land, Ballina Shire
Engineer, Mr Woods, muad
further use 10 Council, o u
Office:. T.S. Lismore Li " Together with
several members of the Baliina Sub Section of the Naval
Association, inspected the vessel. She was of nmber construction,
some 30 in length, weighed in al nine ton, about 267 were below
the water and she was powercd by an old 3 cylinder Gardner Dresel,
somewhat the worse for lack of mamntenance. A programme of
restoration was underiaken and after an estimated 1400 man hours,
which saw her stnpped of paint, several major jobs undertaken by
the "Chippies” and overhaul of the engineering plant by several Ex
engineering branch members and a paint job by the Ex navalmen in
Ballina, she took to the water resplendent in her new role as a cadet
training asd 1o better equip the vouth of the anit in the ways of the
sea,

In November 1988, the Mag officer, Naval suppon command,
Rear Admiral Tony Horton and Mrs Horton with the Director of

2 Ex service organisations,
Sub Sections from Ballina,
2 RSL Club Ltd that the
tage of this magnificent offer from

edge tender of no
1. The Commanding

Restored as the TV RICHMOND.

New HO building.

Naval reserves and cadets, Captain Tom Lewis, took to the water in
the old girl for a shon cruise on the Richmond River.

The vessel has been recommissioned as the Richmond the
previous vessel of the name being a long serving pilot boat in
government service, now on static display at the naval and maritime
museum in Ballina
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TS SHROPSHIRE WINS INAUGURAL
PETER BALLESTY MEMORIAL TROPHY

TS SHROPSHIRE, the Naval Reserve Cadet Unit at
Grafton, New South Wales, had a double occasion for
celebration on Saturday, 22nd July.

The NRC Unit was the first 1o be awarded the Peter Ballesty
Memorial Trophy, a trophy donated by the New South Wales
Division of the Navy League as a memorial to the laie Commander
Peter Ballesty RFD RD RANR, a former President of the NSW
Division of the League and a former Commanding Officer
(Reserves) of the Sydney Pon Division of the RANR.

The trophy is a scale model of HMAS ARCHER, an Anack
Class patrol boat, once commanded by Commander Ballesty and
formerly used for training by the RANR. The trophy is 1o be
nwirded annullly to the NRC Unit in New South Wales

g the greatest proficiency in hip judged by the
Unit's performance during the year and on results obiained in
examinations for higher ranks

On the day of the award T5 SHROPSHIRE was being inspected
by Captain T. E. Lewis RAN, Director of Reserves — Navy, as the
Unit had also been judged 1o be the Most Efficient NRC Unit in the
NSW & ACT Area and

Captain Lewis presented the Unit with Ti.e Yarra Shield, a
shirld awarded by HMAS YARRA.

ihe parade was supported by the presence of a large number of
local dignitaries, parents and friends,

Pictured is Mrs Maree Ballesty presenting a photograph of the
trophy, which is permanently housed in HMAS WATSON, 1o the
Commanding Officer of TS SHROPSHIRE, LEUT Mike Richards
NRC who, co-incidently, built the model for the League.
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Designed, manufactured and operated
by the SubSea International Group.
Presently operating 5 systems
throughout Australia with a fleet of 20
worldwide. Utilised primarily as a
survey/inspection vehicle with varying
optional specialists tooling- e.g.
platform cleaning, flooded member
detection, CP, wall thickness and water
jetting, Utilised exclusively for Sydney
outfall Installation Project. Rated to
5,000 with a standard 50 HP package
(75 HP option).

SubSea International also specialise in
Offshore Engineering, Project
Management, Submersible Operators,
Hyperbaric Welding, Diving and
Inspection Services.
SUBSEA INTERNATIONAL
Australia Inc
99 Howe Street, Osborne Park, WA 6017
Phone: (09) 443 3455
Telex: AAS4622 (SUBSEA)
Fax: (09) 443 3270

LIGHTWEIGHT - STRONG - NON FLAMMABLE

HEXCEL

HONEYCOMB MATERIALS
A range of lightweight, rigid honeycomb panels faced in a range of Formica Fire Retardant,
High Pressure, decorative laminates, aluminium or stainless steel.
Available 6 mm to 100 mm thick (/," to ," cell size), to US Navy and
Coastguard specification standard.
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L‘UH TECUMSEH - Compressors/Condensing Units,
ALCO — Valve/Driers,VILEDON — Air Filters,
HANSEN - Pneumatic, Hydraulic Couplings,
CROWN EQUIPMENT - Beverage Dispensers,
ACTROL DRINK-Rite Beverage Coolers, AN ESSENTIAL PART OF YOUR BUSINESS
CASTEL - Sight Glasses/Valves S R S P R

If you've seen one display system,
don't you think you've seen them all...

The Sonar Acquisition Display System (SADS) is a
multiprocessor based system which provides Australia's
Mulloka Sonar with state-of-the-art target detection and
tracking capabilities.

It is now being manufactured by Thorn EMI Electronics
(Aust) Pty Ltd as a retro-fitted modification to the Mulloka
Sonars in service with the Australian Navy.

The Defence Science and Technology Organisation
(DSTO) designed Mulloka and SADS for the Navy to meet
the unique requirements of Australia's physical and tactical
environments.

The Australian Defence Force and the Australian defence
community are our primary customers but our partnerships
extend widely into industry and research institutions in
Australia and overseas.

SERVICING DEFENCE DSTO d‘

BENEFITING AUSTRALIANS A USTRALIA

AWA Defence General Enquirles: DSTO Science Liaison Canberra (062) 48 2516
General Enquirles: AWA Defence Industries Salalbury (08) 256 0211

’ndustrf.es Pty L td DSTO Science Liaison Canberra (062) 66 6516
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