














Book Review Article

“The Royal Australian Navy — A Pictorial Review”

By. JOHN MORTIMER Reviewed by: '*ACHERON"

1E 75th Anniversary vear of the Royal Australian
Navy was indeed spectacular, but up until now it has

been a great pity to have had no permanent reminder of m mm‘

the 12 months, a period from January to December,

1986, when the RAN was seen af its best and proudesi. lm

n - Nawy L Pictional Revw bt priabisca JOHN MORTIMER

e, the
v Nawy's profesuonal

ke wall be available

rehas October. 1987
throug Nawvy's canieen or the author. Jehn
Mortimer. at 50 Harbison Crescent. Wannl ACT 2903. Priced

the book is the

» $19.95 plus packing and e ($4) if applicable
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NEW KIWI NAVAL PROGRAMMES

Tutroduction

THI—. New Zealand Prime

ister, Rt Hon David
Lange, announced in late July,
plans for the expansion and
modernisation of New
Zealand's nawy.

ange

REPLACEMENTS FOR THE FRIGATES:
NEW SURFACE COMBATANT PROJECT
Current Fleet

New ? four
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HMNZS SOUTHLAND, due for repiacement by a new surface combatant in the early 19905
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way in Australia at p
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designs se for de

Specifications

The Australian
NSC were set out in the request for pr
s i December 1986

ansed

sent to p
The main lea
baseline charac

in o list

out within the docy

1 basehne characteristic

Australian format, ha

t\- n passed on 1o the Australian authonbes
the Australian specifications. the New

z. aland baseline comprises a

t of recom

mended features which will be used for costing
purposes and will provide the bass for dessgn
development However. actual decisions on the
capabilities to be installed will not be taken unnl
a later stage after costs and naval requirements
have been more closely defined

Features of the New Zealand baseline are
® 5 range of 6000 nautical miles, (calculan
at a transt speed of 18 knots, the compara
ble hiqure for the frigates is about 2500 nm)
endurance of at keast 30 days
a speed of 24 knots. [this b the required
speed, the propulsion options being con
sidered may olfer a higher maximum]
*= the ability to operate, hangar and maintain a

medium helcopter
wm calibre gun (ke 7omm ot larger
®  a point defence missile system, (for defence
t alr or missile attack)
ems, (notably sonar and

rpedo system

tion are based on
and specifics demanding
their own way, differ from the conventional
pattern 1o some extent because the basic
requirement is for independent long-range
operations in the South Pacific. Most European
frigates, by contrast, are optimised for opera
ktary environments but

fions In maore milense n
for sharter periods
The lev

make the ship effects

of self-delence

a va
issue that is receiving further uud\
come of this work may affect some aspects of
the specilications at a later stage, though the
impartant hull characteristics are unlkely to
change
Cost

On the infarmation now available the capital
NSC will be com eal terms

cout of

paral
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Effectiveness

In suat

5 TequiTing conting

or in a particular area the numbe
>h-us available is critical In formulating the New
& vl requirements for the NSC there has
been a deliberate decision 10 go for a basic
rather th.
interests of ensuning that the required number
of ships can be purchased from the available
funds

In the Pacilic range. endurance and sea
keeping are thee other key lactors in determining
a ship’s potential effectiveness The hull charac
tevistics for the NSC are largely determined by
the range and endurance requirements and by
the need lor helicopter accommaodation

The new ships will mean a great improve
ment in the navy's capacity for sustained opera
tions, particularly in the more distant parts of
the region This s important in a variety of
situations. ranging from resource protection
tasks to submarine surveillance

advanced specification in the

An important aspect o the NSC specitica
tions will be the capacity to operate a larger and
¢ capable hebicopter Much of the effective
ness ol modern ships depends on the ability te
take advantage of the capabilitses of the helicop
ter The requirement for the NSC is 10 accom
modate naval helicopters up to the swe of those
et lor the Australian navy Selection ¢
mmeration naval hehcopter for the RN,
s & subject now receiving detailed study

me

LOGISTIC SUPPORT SHIP

The Government has directed the Ministry of

iial design work
1 studies
nng of
o

for a logistic suppe y s
are expected 10 be followed by the
contracts for the ¢
ship for the Royal

This decsion was anticipated in the 1987

e @ White Paper released in February The
on of & support ship is an important ele
tin the strategy indical by the delence
w. which emphasises New Zealand's robe
in the South Pacific and stresses the importance
of having the abilty to deploy our forces
throughout the regio
discussed with Pacific governments prior to the
release of the white paper

conversh

The defence review was

Requirement

requirer

a multi purpose sh
provide logistic support to New Zeal, w8
has been recognised by successive governmaents
over a period of more than a decade

The principal roles of such a ship are seen as

* first, providing transport for military person
nel with ther equipment and stores to the
scene of operations and, f necessary. put
ting them ashore

* second, assisting with relief operations fol

lowing natural disasters in New Zealand or

elsewhere in the region

The latter requirement can comionably be
met by a ship equipped for the first role It s
heref the military reg that sets the
design

HMNZS CANTERBURY, shown here under reffl, will serve o the tum of the century.

THE NAVY

Page Twenty-three



natructon of a ship
1 The Government Is looking at a three-
year timetable for the project

Helicopters

Operational Concept

Armament

Munitions

“PORT JACKSON 200"
Ay GRAEME ANDREWS
¥ A H &AW Heed
i Captain Ron Han
ttle A onate

Heplenishment at Sea

Command and Conirol

Accommodation

Other Facil
M

Acquisition Strategy
r ATy | i
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HISTORIC
WILLIAMSTOWN
NAVAL DOCKYARD

FOR INGUIRI
Phone: (03) 393 0513

© Major Warship Builders for the RAN




27navies sail
the seven seas with Signaal.

' he tamibiar Signaal dome on
warships 1s a symbol of ultimatce
weapon control. Signaal, a leader
in radar and control systems tor
military and civil applications
around the world, 15 a member of
the Philips international group of
companies

Supphiers to 27 navies
including the Roval Australian

suiups)] Communication

% Systems

Navy and others in the Pacihc
region, Signaal maintains an
industnal presence in Austraha at
the Detence Electronics Facility at
Philips Moorebank plantin N.S.W
Signaal and Philips are ideally
placed to service Austraha's future
detence needs with systems
meeting the most stringent
operational requirements and

in-country facilities providing
Australian Industry Involvement
and on-going support in line with
government policy.

PHILIPS COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
“» SIGNAAL

81
W1

OISR

PHILIPS
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PLEASE NOTE

THIS MATERIAL
WAS FILMED AT
A REDUCTION
RATIO OF 23.5x

SOME PAGES MAY CONTAIN
POOR PRINT, TIGHT BINDING,
FLAWS AND OTHER
DEFECTS WHICH APPEAR
ON THE FILM



