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17 Fifth Street

Weston, 2126

29 June. 1984
[ear Mr Gillen,

I am firmly in favour of Australia possessing an efficient navy and
indeed have some strong family connections with the RAN and RN both
in World War | and World War 2. In the latter war | made several
attempts 1o enlist in the RAN but failed 10 get outside my reserved
occupation as a mineworker.

To me the most urgent need for addressing our naval needs lies in
Indonesia und the obvious lack of an) L5 or A'\-ZLS response should
we become the object of that military d While |

‘Northern Barrage with the volunieer post war “Mimi  Clear-
ance Service in 1919, It was probably in this operation that | first
saw "SAMUEL BENBOW for | think all the trawlers working on the
“Barrage’ from Oskney 1o Norway were Admiralty owned, but in 1918, 1
was in the trawler "ALASKA" in the Northern Patrol based on Lerwick,
Shetland, and their were many of the Trafalgar trawlers as | like 1o call
them operating there and ‘SAMUEL BENBOW could have been one of
them.

I think it was around 1930 that | first saw her in Sydney. Like most
of her sister ships she had been sold into the Fisheries. Many of them saw
service in WWII by which time their names had been changed.
"SAMUEL BENBOW' | believe survived the Second War but | have no
knowledge of her after that

Many thanks for the excellent of “The Navy
Yours faithfully,
S C. GILES

T Joyce Street
Elwood, 1154
Phone: 531 §906
July 9, 1984

Dear Sir,

Full marks 10 John M for his well hed article on

“HMAS HOUN" (The Navy, July 1984)

It is the most accurate record of the early vessels of The Com-
ith Naval Forces, one has seen

don’t accept the USSR at its own valuations, n:ullm do | accept what
might be deemed as our own posture vide alliances based on anti-
Sovietism which are indeed hollow reeds to anyone who cares to look
objectively at facts. Anti-Sovietism as distinct from legitimate criticism
of Sovietism on the same level as legitimate criticism of the so-called
Free World has always led to damaging results, vide Spain, Munich, the
Nazi-British Naval Agreement and so much more.

| am prompted to write in this vein following the John Bird piece in
your issue of July 1984. Why do we not simply tell the Soviets to take
their emb etc out of Australi our own from Moscow and
also tell them that we no longer wish to trade with them, even though a
large part of their sccounts with us is paid in gold. We should also tell
them that whatever Indonesia might attempt in our direction is no
business of theirs and we would not wish any assistance from them —
diplomatic or otherwise,

Yours sincerely,
JIM COMERFORD,

PS: | am one of the generation that listened each day for radio news
about the batiles for Moscow, Stalingrad, Berlin, Alamein, Normandy
and s0 much more. In those times the respectable were wont to go on
about “our gallant ally’. S0 much so thai George VI sent the Rosshn's &
diamond studded sword as his personal respect for what was done at
Sulingrad.

539A King Georges Road
Penshurst, 2222
ith July, 1984
Dear Sir,

The photograph at the top page 29 of the July number of “The Navy
is of panicular interest 1o me and gives rise 10 recollection which
perchance may be of historical interest 1o some of your readers.

The photograph shows HMAS KUTTABUL and two other vessels
moored at Garden Island during WWII, and the outside ship is the
steam trawler “SAMUEL BENBOW™.

Al the outbreak of WWI the British Admiralty hired almost the
entire fleet of trawlers in |he ﬁnhms industry but needing still more,
barked upon an the of which
was a large number of Admiralty ‘owned trawlers all of which were
named after men who served in HMS VICTORY and HMS ROYAL
SOVEREIGN at the bantle of Trafalgar. ‘SAMUEL BENBOW" was one
of them. | can recall the names of many more and | served in "JOHN
CAMPBELL" and "WILLIAM BEAUMONT, mincsweeping the
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You can imagine whai nostalgic memonies it aroused in me as |
trained afloat in eight of them ; commencing with the TB LONSDALE in
May, 1909 {1 slung my hammock in the old CFRBERLUS, and drilled at
her 10-inch ML Guns in 1909 and 1910). | also did periods of sea-
training in the destroyers PARRAMATTA and YARRA in 1911, 1912
and 1913, and in the 3rd class Protected Cruiser PIONEER in April-
May. and on Ist August, 1914,

Rescarch (up to today) has disclosed that it is a “toss up” whether
Mr H. Bati, aged 93, of East Gosford, or |, aged 90%, is the “earliest
living person” who joined the Commonwealth Naval Forces. | joined at
the now non-cxistent Williamstown (CEREBERUS) Naval Depot on
30k April, 1909, and understand that Mr Bant “brought out”™ (as the old
matelots say) the battle-cruiser AUSTRALIA, in October, 1913,

Sadly, one never thought he would live 1o see — because of
circumstances beyond its control — the gradual drift of the RAN away
from the RN mother which gave it its binth and infant nuture, and is
becoming almost a division of the USN. “Anchor's Away™ is given
equality with “Hearts of Oak™!

Yours sincerely,
R.S5. VEALE,
Commander RANR Retd.

PS: Congratulanions' Surely, the July 1984 edition of THE NAVY is the
best ever

c- A- s.A.
DISTRIBUTORS

Telephone: (042) 29 6266
SUPPLIERS TO THE NAVY
® SMALLGOODS ® ALL FROZEN FOODS ® POULTRY
® SEA FOODS

4 CHARLOTTE STREET
WOLLONGONG, NSW, 2500
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NORTH QUEENSLAND
ENGINEERS & AGENTS
PTYLTD

STRUCTURAL, MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL AND MARINE ENGINEERS

* Ship Builders % Slipway Owners and Operators
Contractors to the Royal Australian Navy

36 BUCHAN STREET, CAIRNS, QLD

Telephone: 51 6600

Telegrams: NQEA Cairns
Telex: 48087

CAIRNS

Rainbow AMotor Inn

LOBSTER GARDEN RESTAURANT

Telephone: Cairns (070) 51 1022
179 Sheridan St, Calms, Qid, 4870

\DANDY
DANDY
MEATS

Hams, Bacon, Smallgoods, Frozen Foods

46 Motel Units, 8 Flats, fully air-

conditioned, group concessional

rates, restaurant, swimming pool and

bar, all facilities, holiday units avail-

able, in-house movies, handy to city

centre, 5km airport. Telephone direct
dialling

Telephone: (09) 445 1399
Telex: AA93835

13 BURGAY COURT
OSBORNE PARK, WA, 6017

Official Suppliers to the RAN

LUXURY LIVING
IN THE TROPICS

15 per cent Discount to all Naval
Personnel and their Families
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[ HMNZS WELLINGTON
RETURNS TO SERVICE

S| (ANl Photographs courtesy Photographic Section, |=
: HMNZS PHILOMEL.)

WELLINGTON artached the above sign fo the frigate

October, 1984 THE NAVY

WELLINGTON in the Caliope drydock, Auckland, mh« post-
Back in December, 1982, some enterprising crew member sboard Royal Navy refit. The main 4.5-inch turrel, all serials and minor

armament has been removed
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[NAVY LEAGUE
| DIVISIONAL |
& CADET NEWS

TS VANCOUVER ALBANY WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Saturday, 17th June st 2 pm saw a marvellous turn out of
distinguished guests, parents and cadets for the official presenta-
tion of the recently purchased Zodiac rescue craft.

The President of the Navy League Albany (Jan Hawkins) officially
handed over the Zodiac to Commanding Officer TS VANCOUVER,
SBLT Reitze who expressed thanks on behalf of Staff and Cadets

Following the presentation of the Zodiac rescue crafl by the Navy
League the cadets launched their boats from off the slipway beach and
gave an impressive display of thewr sathng skills. The main item being
formation sailing behind the Zodiac with Mr Crimp, the sailing master,
acting as commodore, and PO Mrs T. Madden as coxswain of the rescue
crall

The four boats with Leading Seaman Hinge, Shirley, Waghorn and
Heaney as coxswains proceeded under flag signals from the commodore
to sail, firstly, in hine astern unul they were directly out from the beach,
when they turned and sailed directly to the beach, where all the
spectators were present, maintaiming a hine abreast formation unul, at
the given signal they broke left and right in a Prince of Wales feather
formanon

Following the formation sailing and after some individual display
of sailing skills, they all carried out capsize drill showing their abilities to
right their craft safely

On returning to the Unit afternoon tea was served by the ladies of
The Navy League. Later in the evening a casserole tea was held at the
Unit, this was also very well attended.

Recently two of our Cadets LS John Waghorn and LS Tim Shirley
have joined the ranks of apprentices at HMAS NIRIMBA, NSW. We
wish them both every success for their future

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of The Navy
League of Australia will be held at the National Press Club, Canberra, on
Friday, 16th November, 1984 at 8 pm.

BJUSINESS

(1) To confirm the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held in Melbourne

on Friday, | 1th November, 1983

(2) To receive the report of the Federal Council and to consider
matters arising therefrom

(3) To receive the financial statements for the year ended 30th June,
1984,

(4)  To elect Office-Bearers for 1984/85 as follows:
(a) Federal President
(b) Federal Vice-Presidents (2)
(c) Auditor
Nominations for these positions to be lodged with the Honorary
Secretary prior to the meeting.

(5) General Business: To deal with any matter notified in writing to the
Honorary Secretary by 2nd November, 1984 by order of the
Federal Council.

13 MALVERN ROAD
MONT ALBERT
VICTORIA, 3127
J. H. H. PATERSON,

Honorary Federal Secretary.
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DAVEVE

ENTERPRISES
PTY LTD

18 CHESTERMAN STREET
MOONAH, TAS, 7009
TASMAN HWY, TRIABUNNA, TAS, 7273
Telephone: 72 4655

Agenis for

BLACKWOOD HODGE & CUMMINS DIESELS
SALES AND SERVICE

Specialising in

® HEAVY DIESEL REPAIRS ® AUTOMOTIVE
AND MARINE SUPPLIERS OF STRATAFLEX
HOSES & FITTINGS ® FLEETWOOD FILTERS

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO THE RAN

Compliments RAN

nu-swiftﬂ

AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

A great name in fire fighting

Distributors of
NU-SWIFT FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

in every Ship of the Royal Navy, Royal Aust
Navy and 21 other Navies

@ All NU-SWIFT Extinguishers carry a 10 year written
guarantee ® HOENIG “"STORZ" Fire Hose Couplings and
Fire Fighting Branch Pipes @ Full 24 hours, 7 days a week

prompt, positive service 10 all types of Fire Protection

Equipment and Systems including Marine

56 DUERDIN ST, NORTH CLAYTON, VIC, 3168
Telephone: (03) 561 3533
After Hours: (03) 728 3825, (03) 568 1008

187 VICTORIA ST, BEACONSFIELD, NSW, 2015
Telephone: (02) 699 2166
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INFLULNLL
SEA POWER

UPON

~ HisTORY
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First came the influence

of sea power upon history.
Now comes the influence of
technology upon sea power.

Admiral Alfred Thaver Mahan (1840-1914). A brilliant strategist, whose AIJ’IDNE‘ l :lcg
writings first defined the importance of sea power in the modern world. A
It is a tribute to Mahan that his ideas still live, not only in navy tradition and WRI NE
history, but also in the minds of those who will help build tomorrow's navies, :
At Autonetics Marine Systems Division, we appreciate the importance of S YSTEMS
sea power. That's why we 're so proud of the technologies we're developing for SI N
the U.S. Navy. Our precision navigation and control systems. Our cost- Dm O

effective shipboard information management. And éur innovative undersea PUELNSE ELECTRONTCSOPERATIONS

warfare progrims
We'd like to tell you more about our commitment (o sea power. Rockwell
Write or call Autonetics Marine Svstems Division, 3370 Miraloma Avenue,

-]
Anaheim, CA 92803, (714) 632-8111. And be sure to ask for a copy of this Internaﬂonal
specially commissioned portrait of Admiral Mahan.
..where science gets down to business
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