






they were put to good use. ATLANTIC CAUSEWAY'S role was alto 
extended 10 enable her both to maintain and repair helicopters in some 
depth 

The conversion was essentially the same as her sister ship's but with 
some improvements and the extra equipment needed for helicopter 
maintenance The major addition was a covered hangar at the forward 
end of the upper deck immediately abaft the breakwater. As before, the 
walls were made of standard container* stacked two high on their 
normal securing points but the roof was covered with light steel plating. 
It was fitted with normal lighting as well aj with red lighting for use in 
blackout conditions Time unfortunately did not allow the hangar to be 
properly weather proofed or tight proofed. Aircraft in the hangar 
consequently had some corrosion problems from salt water and. in 
wartime conditions, it was difficult to work in the hangar after dark since 
the red lighting was insufficient and the main lighting showed through. 

The AVCAT aviation fuel system was much improved by titling 14 
storage tanks below the hangar carrying 270 tons of fuel, with a pump 
room on A deck, two upper deck service tanks, and all the consequent 
pipework and fuelling points 

About 24 Wessex and smaller helicopters could also be slowed 
below on C" deck although the only way of geting them out was to tow 
them on to the stern ramp and take them off with a double mexeflote or 
heavy-lift helicopter. Utilising the experience of ATLANTIC CON­
VEYOR, ji was also possible to take on board a far greater volume of 
stores including eanh moving equipment. Rapier anti-aircraft missiles 
and launchers, ammunition, portable airfield components, tents, 
vehicles, clothing, and 800 Ions of compo rations. 

ATLANTIC CAUSEWAY left Devonport on 14 May carrying 20 
Wessex and 8 Sea King helicopters and reached Ascension nine days 
later after fuelling at Freetown. She spent little time there other than to 
receive some supplies by helicopter and to fit machine guns on the bridge 
wings and went south almost immediately to reach the Total Exclusion 
Zone on 27 May. Four days later she disembarked her aircraft in San 
Carlos Water and began unloading stores during intermittent air attacks. 
After three days she retired 200 miles to the east and had already found 
that she was needed as far more than just a carrier of aircraft and stores 
being frequently used as a refuelling base for helicopters as much as for a 
good meal. 

On 8 June she returned to San Carlos to continue unloading stores 
and remained there until the 12th. She looked after 20 casualties and 170 
survivors from SIR GALAHAD and SIR TRISTRAM until they could 
be transferred elsewhere. On the 17th, three days after the Argentine 
surrender, she entered Port Stanley to continue unloading and coping 
with additional parties billeted on her until a ship designed to support a 
normal crew of 32 or so was in fact supporting 230. 

eventually she landed all her stores, and took on board a number of 
helicopters and two captured Pucara ground attack aircraft and sailed 
on 12 July for home via San Carlos. During her deployment she had 
experienced 4000 helicopter deck landings and refuelled aircraft some 
900 times. Four of the Wessex helicopters which she carried were issued 
as operational replacement and two more Wessex joined a squadron left 
behind on the Falklands. As things turned out, she never had to do major 
helicopter refits but did a splendid job of daily maintenance. 

The third ship to be taken up was Sea Containers' ll,44S-ton 
CONTENDER BEZANT. Initially she was required to carry both 
Harrier aircraft and Chinook helicopters though she was later loaded 
also with much engineering equipment such as stone crushers for use on 
shore. At first sight she had ample space for her projected role and was 
requisitioned at Lisbon on 10 May and arrived at Devonport five days 
later after unloading her containers at Le Havre en route. The MoD 
survey team accompanied her on the way and it was soon clear that there 
would be difficulties with this very new vessel. 

Unlike the other two ships CONTENDER BEZANT has her bridge 
forward and only a light vent fan casing aft between her two funnels. 
Her Roll-on Roll-off facility is giv en by two ramps, bow and stern, 
opening outwards on the starboard side. She has two large gantry cranes 
to enable her to handle her own containers. 

It was originally hoped to use the main cargo space below decks for 
Harriers with one of the hatches convened into a lift to bring them up to 
the upper deck. This idea had to be abandoned when it was found that it 
would take ten days to complete. A hangar was therefore built, as before, 
with containers as side walls and a light steel roof. 

As experience was gained each conversion became more 
sophisticated. CONTAINER BEZANT had everything that 
ATLANTIC CAUSEWAY had but the installations were much 

Fiightdeck layout of ATLANTIC CAUSEWA Y from ' Merchant Ships at War" by Captain John Villar. DSC. RN. published by Conway Maritime Press 
end Lloyds of London Press 
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improved. As she was to carry Harrier, LOX plants were installed: 
reverse osmosis freshwater generators were fitted; the AVCAT system 
had a tank farm of four tank containers and an AVCAT pump room in a 
40ft container: and a number of smaller works were carried out such as 
convening a swimming pool into a bathroom. Her modifications took 
871 man-weeks of work in five days before she sailed from Devonport on 
20 May carrying six helicopters and 6500 tons of stores and equipment. 

At Ascension she carried out Harrier deck landing trials and 
embarked four Harriers and three more helicopters. She then joined up 
with the carrier battle group on I3-U June as hostilities ceased. She 
discharged her cargo to mexefloies in Port William, finding this 
relatively easy through her side opening ramps and with her two 30-ton 
cranes and helicopters assisting. 

The last ship and the biggest, to be convened was Thos A Jas 
Harrison's 27,876-ton ASTRONOMER which was taken up at very shon 
notice to replace the ATLANTIC CONVEYOR. The hurry was so great 
that the MoD survey team who boarded her at Felixstowe on 28 May did 
not even know who the owners were and were invited to assess her 
suitability within three hours. They made their decision within two hours 
and ASTRONOMER discharged her cargo and reached Devonpon on 
31 May 

ASTRONOMER is a cellular container ship without a Roll-on 
Roll-ofT facility so that the majority of the aircraft equipment had to be 
on deck. A hangar was built forward using the now customary 
combination of containers as the walls. It was divided into two down the 
centre with other containers and a light plated steel roof was fitted 
which, though not strong enought to take a loaded helicopter, was 
adequate as a receiving point for stores. The final layout was very similar 
to ATLANTIC CAUSEWAY but the hatch covers were not flush with 
the upper deck and had to be plated in a similar fashion to ('ON-
TENDER BEZANT. She was fitted with 20mm Oerlikon guns, two chaff 
launchers to decoy missiles, and a Unifbxer decoy for use against 
homing torpedoes. Also loaded were 850 tons of assoned stores and 
equipment, including Ponakabins. 

All the work was completed by up to 500 men in six days and 

ASRONOMER sailed on 7 June to fuel and to embark 13 helicopters. 
By the lime she reached Ascension on the 16th the Argentinians in the 
Falklands had surrendered but, as there was still no formal cessation of 
hosillities, she look full wanime precautionary measures. 

On 26 June she met up with HMS HERMES and some 15 other 
ships, and entered Pon William (Pon Stanley's outer harbour) the next 
day. Here she off-loaded her aircraft and stores and began her subsidiary 
role as a helicopter suppon and repair facility with the RN MARTSU 
(Mobile Aircraft Repair Transpon and Salvage Unit) maintaining and 
repairing mostly Wessex helicopters but dealing with others also as they 
could. By mid-August ASTRONOMER had had 99$ helicopter landings 
on deck and had repaired and serviced 14 Wessex. 

All four aircraft ferry conversions were the most complex of any 
because of the enormous variety of equipments needed to suppon 
modern aircraft. They were not perfect and there were, of course, snags. 
The loss of the large 14,946-ton ATLANTIC CONVEYOR is eloquent 
of the essential differences in constructional standards between merch­
ant ships and purpose built warships. Unpredictable wind gusts were 
experienced over the flight decks which, together with the lack of fixed 
anemometers, sometimes made landings and take-offs more hazardous 
than expected. Al l of their equipment was an improvisation, albeit a 
brilliant one. 

They did a job which could not have been done otherwise. In no 
sense of the word were they acting as operational aircraft carriers. They 
had none of the sophisticated command and control equipment needed 
to direct aircraft against an enemy. But in bringing aircraft to the Fleet 
and the forces ashore, and forming a mobile reserve which could also 
maintain them, as well as carrying considerable quantities of stores, they 
were splendid. It is thus most significant that the Navy has taken up 
ASTRONOMER again for conversion to a helicopter ship using pans of 
the Arapaho project equipment to help them. The lessons learned in a 
hurry during Operation Corporate are clearly going to be put to longer 
term use. 
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Northern Barrage with the volunteer post war 'Mini Clear­
ance Service in I9I9. It was probably in this operation that I first 
saw SAMUEL BENBOW for I think all the trawlers working on the 
'Barrage' from Oskney lo Norway were Admiralty owned, but in 1918. t 
was in the trawler 'ALASKA' in the Northern Patrol based on Lerwick. 
Shetland, and their were many of the Trafalgar trawlers as I like lo call 
them operating there and'SAMUEL BENBOW could have been one of 
them. 

I think it was around 1930 that 1 first saw her in Sydney Like most 
of her sister ships she had been sold into the Fisheries. Many of them saw 
service in WWII by which time their names had been changed. 
-SAMUEL BENBOW' I believe survived the Second War but I have no 
knowledge of her after that. 

Many thanks for the excellent of 'The Navy. 

17 Fifth Street 
Weston, 2326 
29 June. 1984 

Dear Mr Gillett. 

1 am firmly in favour of Australia possessing an efficient navy and 
indeed have some strong family connections with the RAN and RN both 
in World War I and World War 2. In the latter war I made several 
attempts to enlist in the RAN but failed lo get outside my reserved 
occupation as a mineworker. 

To me the most urgent need for addressing our naval needs lies in 
Indonesia and the obvious lack of any US or ANZUS response should 
we become the object of that military dictatorship's aggression. While I 
don't accept the USSR at its own valuations, neither do I accept what 
might be deemed as our own posture vide alliances based on ami-
Sovietism which are indeed hollow reeds to anyone who cares to look 
objectively at facts. Anti-Sovietism as distinct from legitimate criticism 
of Sovietism on the same level as legitimate criticism of the so-called 
Free World has always led to damaging results, vide Spain, Munich, the 
Nazi-British Naval Agreement and so much more. 

I am prompted to write in this vein following the John Bird piece in 
your issue of July 1984. Why do we not simply tell the Soviets to take 
their embassy, etc out of Australia, withdraw our own from Moscow and 
also tell them that we no longer wish to trade with them, even though a 
large part of their accounts with us is paid in gold. Wc should also tell 
them that whatever Indonesia might attempt in our direction is no 
business of theirs and we would not wish any assistance from them -
diplomatic or otherwise. 

Yours sincerely. 
JIM COMERFORD. 

PS: I am one of the generation that listened each day for radio news 
ahJut the battles for Moscow. Stalingrad, Berlin. Alamein. Normandy 
and so much more. In those times the respectable were wont to go on 
about our gallant ally*. So much so that George VI sent the Rosshn's a 
diamond studded sword as his personal respect for what was done at 
Stalingrad. 

Yours faithfully. 
S. C. GILES. 

J Joyce Street 
Elwood. JIM 

Phone: 531 8906 
UiI- 9. 1984 

kvell-researched article on Full marks to John Mortimer for his 
"HMAS HOUN" (The Navy. July I984| 

It is the most accurate record of the early vessels of The Com­
monwealth Naval Forces, one has seen. 

You can imagine what nostalgic memories it aroused in me as I 
trained afloat in eight of them: commencing with the TB LONSIMLEin 
May, 1909(1 slung my hammock in the old CFRBERUS. and drilled at 
her 10-inch ML Guns in 1909 and 1910). 1 also did periods of sea-
training in the destroyers PARRAMATTA and YARRA in 1911. 1912 
and 1913. and in the 3rd class Protected Cruiser PIONEER in April-
May, and on 1st August, 1914. 

Research (up to today) has disclosed that it is a "toss up" whether 
Mr H. Batt. aged 93. of East Gosford. or I. aged vn',, is the "earliest 
living person" who joined the Commonwealth Naval Forces. I joined at 
the now non-existent Williamstown (CEREBERUS) Naval Depot on 
30th April. 1909. and understand that Mr Batt "brought out" (as the old 
matelots say) the battle-cruiser AUSTRALIA, in October. 1913. 

Sadly, one never thought he would live to see - because of 
circumstances beyond its control - the gradual drift of the RAN away 
from the RN mother which gave it its birth and infant nuture. and is 
becoming almost a division of the USN. "Anchor's Away" is given 
equality with "Hearts of Oak"! 

Yours sincerely. 
R. S VEALE. 

Commander RANR Retd. 

PS: Congratulations' Surely, the July 19M edition of THE NAVY is the 
best ever. 

SJ9A King Georges Road 
Penshurst. 2222 
IllhJuly. 19M 

The photograph at the top page 29 of the July number of'The Navy' 
is of particular interest to me and gives rise to recollection which 
perchance may be of historical interest to some of your readers. 

The photograph shows HMAS KUTTABUL and two other vessels 
moored at Garden Island during WWII, and the outside ship is the 
steam trawler "SAMUEL BENBOW". 

At the outbreak of WWI the British Admiralty hired almost the 
entire fleet of trawlers in the fishing industry hut needing still more. 
embarked upon an extensive building programme, the outcome of which 
was a large number of Admiralty owned trawlers all of which were 
named after men who served in HMS VICTORY and HMS ROYAL 
SOVEREIGN at the battle of Trafalgar SAMUEL BENBOW' was one 
of them. I can recall the names of many more and I served in 'JOHN 
CAMPBELL' and WILLIAM BEAUMONT, minesweeping the 
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HMNZS WELLINGTON 
RETURNS TO SERVICE 

(All Photographs courtesy Photographic Section. 
HMNZS PHILOMEL) 

WELLINGTON in the Calliope drydock, Auckland, dunng her post-
Beck in December, 1982. some enterprising crew member aboard Royal Navy refit The main 4 5-mch turret, all aerials and minor 

WELLINGTON attached the above sign to the frigate armament has been removed 
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NAVY LEAGUE 
DIVISIONAL 

& CADET NEWS 

TS VANCOUVER ALBANY WF5TERN AUSTRALIA 

Saturday, 17th Juna at 2 pm aaw a marvalloua tum out of 
distinguished guaata. paranta and cadata tor the official praaanta-
tlon of the recently purchased Zodiac raacua craft. 

The President of the Navy League Albany (Jan Hawkins) officially 
handed over the Zodiac to Commanding Officer TS VANCOUVER. 
SB1.T Rcit/c who expressed thanks on behalf of Staff and Cadets. 

f-ollowing the presentation of the Zodiac rescue craft by the Navy 
l.ejgue the cadets launched their boats from off the slipway beach and 
gave an impressive display of their sailing skills The main item being 
formation vailing behind the Zodiac with Mr Crimp, the sailing master, 
acting as commodore, and PO Mrs T, Madden as coxswain of the rescue 
craft 

The four boats with leading Seaman Hinge. Shirley. Waghorn and 
Heaney as coxswains proceeded under flag signals from the commodore 
to sail firstly, in line astern until they were directly out from the beach, 
when they turned and sailed directly to the beach, where all the 
spectators were present, maintaining a line abreast formation until, at 
the given signal they broke left and right in a Prince of Wales •either 
formation. 

hollowing the formation sailing and after some individual display 
of sailing skills, they all carried out capsize drill showing their abilities to 
right (heir craft safely 

On returning to the Unit afternoon lea was served by the ladies of 
The Navy League. Later in the evening a casserole tea was held at the 
Unit, this was also very well attended. 

Recently two of our Cadets LS John Waghorn and LS Tim Shirley 
have joined the ranks of apprentices at HMAS N1RIMBA. NSW We 
wish them both every succes; for their future. 

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 
Notice is hereby given that the Aaaual Geaeral Meeting of The Navy 

I eague of Australia will be held at the Natioaal Press Club. Caaberra, on 
Friday. 16th November. 1984 at 8 pm. 

BUSINESS 

(1) To confirm the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held in Melbourne 
on Friday. I l lh November. 1983. 

(2) To receive the report of the Federal Council and to consider 
matters arising therefrom. 

(3) To receive the financial statements for the year ended 30th June. 
1984. 

(4) To elect Office-Bearers for 1984/85 as follows: 
(a) Federal President 
(b) Federal Vice-Presidents (2> 
(c) Auditor 

Nominations for tl.ese positions to be lodged with the Honorary 
Secretary prior to the meeting. 

(5) General Business: To deal with any matter notified in writing to the 
Honorary Secretary by 2nd November. 1984 by order of the 
Federal Council. 
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First came the influence 
of sea power upon history. 
Now comes the influence of 
technology upon sea power. 

Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan <1840-1914). A brilliant Strategist, whose 
writings first defined the importance of sea p<> vrer in the modem world. 

It is a tribute to Malum that his ideas still live, not only in navy tradition and 
history, hut also in the minds of those who will help huild tomorrow \ navies. 

At Autoneiics Murine Systems Division, we appreciate the importance of 
sea power. That's why we're so proud of the technologies we're developing for 
the U.S. \uvy. Our. precision navigation and control systems. Ourcost-
effective shipboard information management. And our innovative undersea 
warfare proglthvs, 

He'd like to tell you more about our commitment to sea power. 
H rite or call Autoneiics Marine Systems Division, 3370 Miraloma Avenue. 
Anaheim. CA 92803, (714/632-8111. And lw sure to ask for a copy of this 
specially commissionedportrait of AdmiralMalum. 

AUTONETICS 
MARINE 
SYSTEMS 
DIVISION 
UTJTJsst tin twxxiiiiiH'Uuntixs 

Rockwell 
International 

where science gets down to business 
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