














A close liaison the Navy Dept. and —

McCOSKER BYRNE
& Co. Pty. Ltd.

249 INDUSTRIAL AREA
ST. MARYS, NS.W.

Suppliers of.

® DIVER'S UNDERWATER TRACK
SUITS

® FOOTBALL JERSEYS

CONTRACTORS TO THE NAVY DEPT.

Telephone: 623-0201

A Close Liaison The Navy Dept. and:

Instant Office
Services Pty. Ltd.

Who are Proud to be Associated
with the Navy Dept. 1n

The Supply of . . .

@ ELECTROSTATIC COPYING
MACHINES

® PHOTOCOPIER MACHINES

@® STATIONERY

For Further Information Contact:
MR. LOU WESTEND

INSTANT OFFICE SERVICES PTY. LTD.
P.0. BOX 308

CANBERRA, A.C.T.
Telephone: 95-0279

A Recommended Contractor (o the Navy Dept.

Peter Vanderfield
(N.S.W.) Pty. Ltd.

w Curreatly Contractors to the Armed Forces
with the supply of:

“r ANODISED ALUMINIUM LABELS
¥r ETCHED BRASS LABELS
Also Contractor for Letraset lostant |.ettoring

244 PACIFIC HIGHWAY
CROWS NEST, NS.W.

Phone: 929-9740, 929-9743

Compliments to The Navy Dept. . .

Austral Providores
Pty. Ltd.

Suppliers of Fresh Fruit
and Vegetables
To the Navy, also Hotels, Restaurants
and Shipping
29 LACKEY STREET
SYDNEY

Telephone: 211-0022
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At 2.40 p.m. om the aftermooa of 12 February, 1944, the

7,290 ton tr

pship Khedive I

il and four other troopships,

escorted by the old cruiser, H.M.S. Hawkins, and two
destroyers, H.M.S. Petard and Paladin, were proceeding in
convoy from Mombasa to Colombo. The convoy was in the
vicinity of Addu Atoll in the Indian Ocean, in what was then
considered a relatively safe area.

One minute later—2.41 pm.— a
ierrific explosion shattered the Khedive
Ismail's stern, mare explosions followed
in quick succession.

In less than two minutes the ship
lunged to the botiom, 1aking with her
1,240 souls. Left struggling in the water
were 23 persons—the only survivors.

The Khedive Ismail 1s well remem-
bered by many thousands of Australian
troops, having transhipped them at
Bombay or Colombo from the much
larger troop carriers Queen Mary,
Queen Elizabeth, Mauretania and
Aquawania for the run-up the Red Sea
to Suez and the Middle East.

One minute later—2.41 p.m.—a ter-
nfic explosion shattered the Khedrve Is-
maifl's stern, more cxplosions followed
n quick succession.

At the time of the Greek debacle, in
April, 1941, the Khedive Ismail was
there to evacuate many hundreds of
hard-pressed Australian and ather Al-
lied troops from the beaches, withsiand-
ing concentrated Stuka dive-bombing
an the return passage to Egypt.

By 1944 it looked as if she would
sfely survive the war. Events proved
otherwise.

Mixed Lot

At Mombasa over a thousand troops
were embarked for passage to Colombo.
They were a mixed lot, comprising Brit-
sh, American and Afncan. Included
were many members of the women's
Krvices.
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For the first few days nothing unto-
ward happened. The meagre force of

three escort vessels for such an impor-
tant convoy was insufficent to afford
complete protection, nevertheless they
scurried around at high speed in an ef-
fort to cover ahead, astern and both
flanks.

Life on board was similar to any oth-
er wartime convoy. The morning of 12
February, 1944, dawned bright and
sunny, with the sca as calm as a mill
pond.

Shortly after the midday meal some
400 of the passengers crowded into the
main lounge on the promenade deck for
a concert. On the other well deck a
game of tombola—popular with the
naval ratings—was in progress. Others
were in their cabins or on the mess
decks having a siesta. A few were in the
reading rooms writing letters
home—destined never to be posted—or
playing cards.

Hardly anyonc was on the prome-
nade deck and this fact contributed
greatly to the loss of life.

No Warning

By 2.40 p.m. the concert was in full
swing and gay laughter filled the air.
There was no warning of immediate
danger.

Undetected by the escorts, the Japa-
nese submanne 127 had crept in to
close range—poised ready for the kill
and with starthng suddenness the first
torpedo struck, quickly followed by oth-
ers.

Laughter turned to fear as the cnes
of the injured mingled with the shatter-
ing of glass and the hiss of escaping
steam. | 27 had done her deadly work
only 100 well.

The few who were on the upper deck
barely had time to jump into the water
as the Khedrive Ismail's bow reared up
and she slid beneath the surface 1 nun.
40 scc. after the firat torpedo struck.

To the vast majonity trapped below
decks death was meraiful and quick.
Those who made the water had no time
to swim clear before the ship went
down. Many were dragged to their
deaths by the terrific suction as the ship
shid deeper into the depths.

H.M.S. Partridge, slater ship to H.M. Ships Paladin and Petard.
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NICOL BROS.
PTY. LD.

ALL CLASSES OF
STEAM, DIESEL AND GENERAL
ENGINEERING

Boiler Makers
Oxy Acetylens and Electric Welders
Plumbing and Electrical Work

10-20 Weston Street,
Balmoin East, N.S.W.

PHONE 82-0367 (3 Lines)

After Hours:
76-9485 — 86-3225 — 451-7427

Compliments of

Pty. Ltd.

(QUILT MANUFACTURERS)

98 BARCOM AVENUE
RUSHCUTTERS BAY

Specialising:
@® Al Slecping Equipment
® Ruck-Sack and Sporting Goods

Coatractors To The Navy Department

31-3991 Phone

D. Roman & Co.

31-3991

makes one claim:
d

Majors “FRESH" is the ncw 188% acrylic wall plir‘ll from
the laboratorics of the warld's largest paint organisatien.

® ONE COAT LOOKS LIKE TWO . . . terrific hiding

power means one strake, one coat painting without

brush or rolicr marks.

DRIES IN MINUTES . . . you can pant in the

morning and entertain in the evening. The surface Is

completely washable.

e EASY TOUCH UP . . . you can touch up missed

spots, and they just don't show.

EXCITING NEW COLOURS . . . market rescarch

has given us Australia‘'s moat wanted colours. you'll

find them on the “FRESH' colour card. You'll like the

colours you choose. “FRESH" lasts for ycars end

years.

EASY CLEAN UP . . . soap and water takes care of

the equipment and the painter. Damp cloth wipes off

accidenta! splatters.

® “FRESH" gives a professianal leoking joh cven H
you've never painted before, so give your home a
new “FRESH™ look. a bright atmosphcre. Se aasy te
do, “FRESH" 1tays like new.

PHONE 731201 (8 lines) for “FRESH"
colour card and name of nearest stockist
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By the time the last bubble had sub-
sided in those dreadful few minutes,
only 23 people---one naval officer, four
nursing sisters, two W.R.N.S., three
petty officers, two army sergeants, two
Fast African soldiers and nine sail-
ors—remained strugghng on the sur-
face.

The only debris left floatng from the
Khedive Ismail was two upturned life-
boats and two rafts. ‘The survivors—17
men and six women—-managed to reach
them safely, where the injured, in-
cluding a gir! who had been hit by the
ship’s mast as she went down, and the
women were helped on them. The rest
remained in the water, hanging on to
the sides.

As the sea calmed the small band
thought of what the future had in store

for them. They were not pleasant
houghts. Undoubtedly the sub

gl 1ne
was still close by —lurking beneath the
depths. Would she surface and machine-
gun the party, as other Japanese subma-
nnes had done, or would the command-
er take pity and make them prisoners?

Sea Empty

Around the survivors the sea was
cmpty. The convoy, with many thou-
sands of lives in their keeping, had sped
away from the danger area at high
speed.

When 1t was considered the convuy
was at a safe distance the senior officer
ordered the two destroyers, Petard and
Paladin, 10 return. Knifing through the
water the two ships sped back to the
iray at full speed. Their high bow waves
brought a cheer from the survivors in

| the water. They had been there an hour
and a half.

The cheers turned 10 fear when nt
was realised the destroyers had picked

up the submarine on their asdics and
were racing in to attack. Would they be
blown to bits by their own ships?

Down went the depth charges—the
concussion from the exploding T.N.T.
hammering those in the water. The dis-
tance, however, was sufficiently far to
avoid serious injury. After the first at-
wack the Paladin swung around and
headed for the survivors. Heaving 1o,
her sailors lost no time in hauling the
bedraggled 23 aboard. The ship was
quickly under way again as the last one
was dragged over the side.

It was at that moment the submarine
broke surface. The depth charges had
done their job. She was a large ocean-
going submarine of over 2,000 tons. All
hands soundly cursed her.

“Den't ram"’

Gathering speed, the order “Stand
by to ram™ was given. The survivor.
were told to lay full length on the deck.
At the last minute, the Pewrd, in a bet-
ter position, signalled *Don’t ram.”

Full port helm was applied, but Pala-
din was not quick enough. The two
craft scraped together. Under the water-
line the submarine's hydrophones
gouged a jagged tear along the destroy-
er's starboard side. She had been ripped
wide open and as the water poured in
she settled deeper in the water.

The Jap was full of fight and at close
range a gunner in the conning tower
opened fire with a machine-gun. Pala-
din's gunners were quick to return,
swiftly knocking the gun out of action.

Water pouring in quickly put Pala-
din's engines out of action. Motionless,
the destroyer was in danger of sinking.
Bulkheads were shored up and every-
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INDUSTRIAL
GASKET (0.

85 RAILWAY PARADE
MARRICKVILLE,

Suppliers

N.S.W,

of . ..

® GASKETS — SHAPES,
WASHERS and SEALS in

Contractors To The Navy Dept.

Telephone: 519-2155

thing moveable on the upper deck was
thrown overboard to prevent the ship
capsizing.

As soon as Paladin and the subma-
rine had drawn clear Peward’s guns
opened fire, pouring a withering hail of
fire into the sub.—stopping her dead in
her tracks. Peiard then came alongside
Paladin, 1aking off Khedive Ismail’s
survivors and two-thirds of the destroy-
er’s crew.

No sooner had she done this than the
submarine managed to get under way
again. Manocuvring into position, Pe-
ard let go with a torpedo. Aim was true
and it struck the sub. below the conning
tower. A 50-ft. column of water and
wreckage gushed into the air. When it
settled the sub. had gone. Khedive Is-
mail had been avenged.

Paladin was in dire straits. A wireless
message brought a salvage vessel racing
1o the scene. However, a Jap. sub. torpe-
doed her. Then a rescue tug was sunk.
It was left 10 Paladin's sister destroyer
Petard 10 1ake the stricken ship in tow.
Progress was slow, but the Maldive 1s-
lands were safely made.

A day after the two ships arrived the
Khedive Ismail's survivors were trans-
ferred to the cruiser Hawkins and uaken
1o Colombo.

The sinking and large loss of life, un-
usual in a large troop convoy, was a ma-
jor calamity.

It touched off a spate of submarine
activity in the Indian Ocean by both
Japanese and German U-boats. The ef
fort was short-lived, however, as Allied
counter-measures very soon became ef
fective.

All Materials



Kindly Sponsored by

J.F. PEEL & SONS
PTY. LTD.

31 DIAMOND BAY ROAD
VAUCLUSE, N.S.W,

Suppliers to the Navy of:
® MILK AND CREAM
® ALL DAIRY PRODUCTS

Telephone: 337-3169

H. M. Holbeach &
Co. Pty. Ltd.

48 UNION STREET
TEMPE, N.S.W,

® WHITE CURLED HAIR

Contractor to the Navy
Department

Phone: 55-2379

8/17 Hipwood Street
North Sydney 2060
2 December, 1969
The Editor
“The Navy™
Box C178
Clarence Street Post Office
Sydney, N.S.W. 2000
Dear Sir,

Regarding the letter submutted by E.
Bryden-Brown in the Nov.-Jan. 1969-70
1ssue of “The Navy™. | am in all respects
agreeable with this suggestion of the
writer but would like to take the subject
one step further and add that some of
our ships could also be named after
some of Australia’s more predominant
people, that is, these who played a pant
in the foundation of this fair country of
ours, and no doubt there 13 quite a
range to choose from.

(GENERAL MERCHANTE)

371 PITT STREET
SYDNEY

Suppliers of . . .
® LANTERNS
® LP. GAS EQUIPMENT

® CONTRACTORS TO THE NAVY DEPT.

Telephone: 26-6651

J

S. N. Thomas

o

Engineering Pty. Ltd.

ers af Special Purpase

Machines)

Are Proud To Supply The Navy Dept. With:
@ ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT
@ BULK HEAD EQUIPMENT
® WEAPONS

For Further Particulars Contaci:
Mr. Stan Thomas
S. N. THOMAS ENGINEERING PTY. LTD.
15 ETHEL AVENUE
BROOKVALE, N.S.W.
Phone

93-7071 93-7071

Yours faithfully
(SGD) A. B. Mockier
* * *
45 Darnley Street
Gordon, N.S.W., 2072
4 December, 1969
The Editor
“The Navy”
Box C178
Cl Street Post Office
Sydney, N.S.W., 2000
Dear Sir,

1 heartily agree with Mr. Bryden-
Brown's comments about the names of
some of the Navy's newer ships. | feel
that Australian ships should have dis-
unctively Australian names and, at the
same time, traditional names should be

perpetuated. The names of the Ton-
‘cl-n i epers and minch
Hawk, Gull, eic.) are neither traditon-
al nor distinctively Australian and are
[ lly rather colourl Names like
Shepparion and Launcesion would

PHONE 550-357
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For Your Future Reference . ..
H. S. MASON PTY. LTD.
361 VICTORIA ROAD, MARRICKVILLE, N.S.W.

® SUPPLIERS OF NAVAL BRASS NUTS
® CONTRACTORS TO THE NAVY DEPARTMENT

carry on the traditional names and are
more in keeping with the names of the
British ships ofithis class.

Again, the names of the new Patrol
Boats are, for the most part, pretty
uninspired. From names like Barbette
and Barricade one might conclude that
the boats were named after streets in
Castlecrag.

From a public relations point of view
1 feel it would be a good thing if future
warships were given names which were
distinctively Australian, traditional
(where possible) and of interest to the
general public. These names would not
only include cities, towns and rivers,
but would also cover Aboriginal tribes,
famous Australians, and Australian
birds and animals.

Yours faithfully
(SGD) S. H. Scarlett

* * *
John Paul Gauci
19 Tintern Road
Ashfield, N.S. W, 2131

11 November, 1969
The Editor
“The Navy”
Box C178
Clarence Street Post Office
Sydney, N.S.W., 2000
Dear Sir,

1 would like to put my thoughts on
the Navy's project to construct a light
helicopter deatroyer. These ships are
to be built to suit our requirements
of an all-purpose destroyer which will
have high capabilities. Their weight
must be approximately 3,000 tons,
which is slightly heavier than the Type
12 destroyer escorts serving in the Navy
at present. The range must be high be-
cause of the wide separation of our

THE NAVY

ENGINEERS

major ports and also the separation of
islands in south-east Asia. This abo
bnings into consideration the wide vari-
ety in nationalities. lts speed should be
between 35 knots and 40 knots. The ar-
mament must be of a high variety. This
is the idea, because it must be capable of
dealing with submarines, ships, aircraft
and shore installations.

It is also evident that Australia has
some ships coming to ‘heir end. In fact
we have five early post-war shipa. (They
are Tobruk, Anzac, Queenborough,
Quiberon and Quickmaich). We only
have eleven modern ships in com-
mission. (They are Perth, Hobari,
Brisbane, Parramatia, Yarra, Stuart,
Derwent, Swan, Torrens, Vendeita
and Vampire.) By 1980 the five early
post-war ships will be out of com
mission. This entitles us to build
these all-purpose destroyers. These
ships should be completed by 1978.
After 1980 there should be further con-
struction of these ships.

LIGHT DESTROYERS. Length
should be about 360 feet. The beam
would be about 38 feet, while the draft
would be about 16 feet. It should carry
a Wessex 31-B helicopter. The com-
plement should be about 200 men and
its weight should be about 3,000 tons.
The armament should consist of two
single-turret 5" /54 cal., dual purpose,
anti-aircraft, shore bombardment guns,
one quad rail “Seacat™ missile launch-
er—these are anti-aircraft missiles; one
single-rail “lkara” anti-submarine ms-
sile launcher; four triple anti-submarine
torpedo tubes.

On the next page | have filled
in details of the ship and a
diagram of my creation.

Yours truly
(SGD) ). P. Gaua

PHONE 550-357

Siuty-thean



1.  Fresh Water 10. Diesels (Propulsion) 21. 5%/5* cal. gun director and
2. lkara Magazince 1. Gears finder
3. 5%/54 cal. Magazine and Shell 12.  Gas Turbines 22. Bndge
R.M 13.  Gencerators 23, Control room
4. Stores 14.  Officers’ sleeping quarters 24.  Battenes
5. §"/5" cal. D/P’, A/A gun 15.  Wessex hangar 25.  Mess Hall
6. lkaralauncher 16. A/S 1orpedo tubes 26. Food
7. Wessex 31-B 17.  Seacat A/A launcher 27.  Funnel
8. Crew's sleeping quarters 18.  Seacat director 28.  Seacat magazine
9. Fuel 19.  Fire control radar 29.  23-foot ship’s boat

20. Farly warning radar

Red Anchor Tailoring Co.

Successful Contractors to the R.AN. for ’

® Headwear ® Badges l

® Uniform Clothing
® Twine, Cords and Rope

and Especially Catering to the Individual Needs of R.A.N. Personnel for
UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN CLOTHING

RED ANCHOR TAILORING CO.
Head Office: 12 MACLEAY STREET POTTS POINT, N.S.W. 35-1518

Also at: 448 CITY ROAD MELBOURNE, VIC.
H.M.A.S. CERBERUS, WESTERNPORT, VIC.
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THE SHELL CO. OF
AUSTRALIA LTD.

Are happy to be
associated with The
Navy, and wish all
members the best
for the new year
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BIG LaTHE

BIGGER NEWS
for buyers looking for a
competitive price!

SRM 123
UNIVERSAL CENTRE LATHE

Ex Steck—23 1. between centres

BRIEF TECHNICAL FACTS—

Swing over Bed: 49 in. Toper Turning: Over full

Swing over Carriage: 35 in.
Swing in Gap: 60 in. x 18 in.

Spindle Speeds: 36 from 1.4
to 315 r.p.m.

Feeds: 36, from .005 in. to
1% in. per rev.

Ropid Traverse: for both
longitudinal  and  cross
motions.

length.

Spindle Motor: 53 H.P.
Workpiece Weight: 14 tons
between centres  without
steadies.

Precision Load Screws: Pro-
vides wide range of Whit-
worth, Metric, Module, D.P.

and C.P. threads.

Austin Quinn Pty. Ltd.

Showrooms—

SYDNEY: 39 Greek Street, Glebe, N.SW. Tel.: 660-6710,
660-6500, 660-6344. 'Grams.: “Auspuin’ Sydney.
MELBOURNE: 212 Rosslyn St., West Melbourne. 30-1152
ADELAIDE: 40 Hilton Rd., Mile End South, S.A. 57-5886
INTERSTATE AGENTS

W.A,

Ran Mack Machinery Sales Pry. Lid.,
87 Main St., Osborne Park 6017.
Tel. 24 4943.

TAS.

G.R.W. Agencies,

73 Murray St., Hobart 7000.
Tel. 34 3975,

QLD. Whitslow Engineering & Machinery Pty. Led.

41 Annerley Rd., South Brisbone 4101. Tel. 4 4763.




