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Malcolm Longstaff has been an active member of the NSW Division of the Navy
League of Australia since 1970. His book, recently published by the League,
. traces the history of its organisation from the formation of its parent, the Navy
& League of Great Britain, in 1895. Formed as a result of growing public concern
about the increasing naval strength of continental European powers and Japan,
the League opened its first Australian Branch in Launceston, Tasmania, in 1900,

Growth of the League in Australia was slow until after the early success of the
RAN in World War I but, ultimately, the League was represented in all states
=8 of Australia. [n 1920 it began forming units of sea cadets, known as the Navy
B League Sea Cadet Corps. Responsibility for the cadets was assumed by the RAN
' in 1973 and they are now known as Australian Navy Cadets.
In 1950 the individual branches were consolidated into an autonomous na-
¥ tional body, The Navy League of Australia, with each state and territory having
| representation on the League’s Federal Council.
' The League’s quarterly national magazine, 7be Navy, is a highly-regarded active
commentaror on naval and defence issues. The magazine has been continuously
published since 1938.
8 With 280 pages including index, Keeping Watch has over 70 illustrations and
' is available as a hardback or soft-cover book. It can be ordered from the NSW
Division of the Navy League of Australia using the form below. Paymenrt can be
made by cheque or by bank transfer.
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